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WASHINGTON: A court challenge over the difficult
process for airline passengers to remove their
names from the US government’s list of suspected
terrorists banned from flying is taking an unexpect-
ed twist, now focusing on the mysterious ways fed-
eral agents add passenger names to the no-fly list in
the first place.

The latest filing in a five-year federal case chal-
lenges the government’s undisclosed method of
predicting who might commit a terrorist act in the
future. The case could provide a glimpse into the
government’s secret practices based on details
about an airline passenger’s friendships, travels,
financial transactions and more.

Plaintiffs in the case, represented by the
American Civil Liberties Union, want the govern-
ment to provide all the reasons, including evidence,
why they are on the no-fly list, a roster of tens of
thousands of people banned from flying to, from,

within or over the US. They want to challenge those
reasons in a court hearing.

As a result of the lawsuit filed in Portland,
Oregon, the Obama administration came up with a
new policy earlier this year to tell some Americans
whether and why they were on the list. These
changes partially lifted a veil of secrecy enshroud-
ing a policy that has been a centerpiece of the gov-
ernment’s counterterrorism efforts since the
September 2001 terror attacks. But the govern-
ment’s vague justifications and lack of details about
its predictive formula are reminders of just how
much opacity exists in US counterterrorism policies.

And for good reason, the government has said:
Disclosing details and evidence about why the US
thinks someone is likely to carry out a terrorist act
would compromise ongoing investigations, jeop-
ardize national security and defeat the purpose of
the no-fly list. Placement on the list, the govern-

ment said in a May court filing, “requires predictive
assessments about conduct that may or may not
occur in the future.”

Risk assessments predicting future behavior are
becoming more common in criminal justice systems
across the country. But the ACLU said those risk
assessments used in the states and even some fed-
eral systems are based on scientific models, and
most people undergoing the assessment have been
at least charged with a violent crime. Some people
on the no-fly list have neither been charged with a
terror-related crime nor any crime. Some may not
even be the subject of a current FBI investigation.

Risk-assessment experts supporting the plaintiffs
said in court filings that even if the government has
a formula, terrorist incidents are so few, an assess-
ment tool used to predict who will engage in terror-
ism is unlikely to be very accurate.

The Justice Department declined to comment

beyond the government’s previous court filings. The
government has said that there are specific criteria
for being placed on the no-fly list: A person must
pose a threat of carrying out an act of international
or domestic terrorism involving an aircraft, or a ter-
rorist act “with respect to the homeland,” or a terror
act against a U.S. facility or personnel overseas, or
pose a threat of carrying out a terror act and is also
“operationally capable” of doing so.

And while those criteria are more specific than
what the government had disclosed publicly in pre-
vious years, they don’t go far enough to explain why
an American is on the no-fly list, the ACLU said.
“What on earth does it mean to be a threat of some-
thing?” asked ACLU attorney Hina Shamsi. Not hav-
ing these details leaves the process open to discrim-
inatory and arbitrary decision-making, she said. She
called the government’s standard “we know it when
we see it.” — AP
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KIEV: Ukraine vowed yesterday to use all weapons at its
disposal to withstand an alleged new pro-Russian rebel
advance that added urgency to a goodwill visit by
Britain’s defence secretary.  Kiev accused the eastern
separatist fighters of launching another missile assault
north of Mariupol-a government-held port that pro-
vides a land bridge between rebel territories and the
Russian-occupied Crimea peninsula.  “We will use our
entire arsenal and all the means at our disposal to beat
back the enemy’s assault,” Ukrainian military spokesman
Vladyslav Seleznyov told AFP.

“We cannot risk the lives of our soldiers,” said the top
Kiev army representative. “The rebels used to launch
Grad missile attacks on a rare occasion. Now, it is an
everyday occurence.”

The militias accused Kiev’s pro-Western forces of
being responsible for the latest flareup along east
Urkaine’s 500-kilometre (300-mile) front.  A top insur-
gency leader accused Ukraine’s army of firing 500 mor-
tar shells and rockets at rebel positions since Monday
afternoon.  He reported the death of one militia mem-
ber and a civilian in the separatist Donetsk province.

“The Ukrainian armed forces have boosted their

presence around Mariupol by another 1,000 service-
men,” rebel commander Eduard Basurin told the sepa-
ratists’ official news site.

“They have sent up to 2,000 marines to reinforce
their positions” in villages around the rebel stronghold
of Donetsk.  Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said
in May that Kiev’s fighting contingent in the war zone
included 50,000 soldiers and volunteers.  The rebels
have not revealed the size of their fighting force. They
have joined Moscow in firmly denying Poroshenko’s
claim that up to 9,000 Russian special forces are backing
the separatists.

Hot war 
The two self-proclaimed republics of Donetsk and

Lugansk launched their armed uprising shortly after the
February 2014 ouster of a Moscow-backed president in
Kiev. The clashes have killed more than 6,800 people
and sent Moscow’s relations with the West plunging to
their lowest point since the Cold War.  The crisis has also
left 1.4 million people homeless and sent Ukraine’s
economy-heavily dependent on exports from the coun-
try’s industrial east-into a tailspin.

The West is still pinning hope on a February truce
agreement that has often been ignored but which has
also kept fighting limited to a handful of flashpoints.

British Defence Secretary Michael Fallon met
Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk in Kiev yes-
terday before travelling to the nationalist west of the for-
mer Soviet country. “We will continue to stand shoulder
to shoulder with you in the face of Russian aggression,
in the face of Russian-directed insurgency and in the
face of Russian-inspired terrorism,” Fallon said in com-
ments dubbed over into Ukrainian by Kiev TV.

“The conflict has not settled into a frozen war: It is
quite ‘red hot’,” he was further quoted as saying by
Yatsenyuk’s office.  Fallon is due to oversee how British
military trainers are progressing in their efforts to train
around 650 Ukrainian soldiers for modern warfare.  The
United States and NATO members have redoubled their
efforts to prepare the poorly-equipped force for a possi-
ble invasion from Russia-a giant neighbour that denies
any involvement in eastern Ukraine’s 16-month revolt.

Russia has called such Western steps as confronta-
tional and staged its own war games along the
Ukrainian border throughout the year. — AFP
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JERSEY CITY: Donald Trump returned to Fox
News yesterday morning for the first time since
attacking the network’s Megyn Kelly in the wake
of her tough questioning of the GOP candidate for
president during the party’s first debate.

But he made no mention of Kelly or her ques-
tions during his brief phone interview with “Fox & 

Friends” host Steve Doocy, making only pass-
ing reference to his brouhaha with the network,
saying that they’d “always been friends.”

Trump and Fox News, one of the most power-
ful voices in Republican and conservative circles,
had been in a bitter feud since last week’s presi-
dential debate. While he leads recent polls, the for-
mer reality television star had drawn heated criti-
cism from many in his own party for saying Kelly
had “blood coming out of her eyes, blood coming
out of her wherever” during the debate.

The feud seemed to thaw Monday after the
network’s chairman, Roger Ailes, reached out to
Trump directly and assured him that he’d be “treat-
ed fairly” by the network, Trump tweeted Monday.

“As far as I’m concerned, I’m fine with it,” Trump
said in a freewheeling, 30-minute interview with
CNN’s “New Day” when asked about the flap after
concluding his interview with Fox.

The CNN conversation was much more heated,
as host Chris Cuomo pressed Trump on his lack of

specific policy proposals since declaring his presi-
dential run. His campaign has said it plans to
unveil new policy plans soon. 

“They want me to come up with a 10-point
plan, a 14-point plan, a 20-point plan. It doesn’t
necessarily work that way,” said Trump, who
argued that, in business, flexibility is key.

Asked about how he would achieve his goal of
simplifying the tax code, Trump responded:
“Here’s what you can do: You can have a fair tax,
you can have a flat tax, or you can leave the sys-
tem alone, which is probably the simplest at this
point, leave the system alone and take out deduc-
tions and lower taxes and do lots of really good
things, leaving the system the way it is.”“And I
know exactly what I want to do, I just don’t want
to announce it yet,” he added. “I’m just not pre-
pared to tell you right now.”

He also embraced the idea that he is a “fabu-
lous whiner,” as suggested by a newspaper colum-
nist. “I am the most fabulous whiner,” he declared.
“And I keep whining and whining until I win.” On
both shows, Trump refused once again to rule out
a third-party run.  “We’re going to keep the door
open, we’re going to see what happens,” he said
on Fox. “I want to run as a Republican But I do
want to keep that door open in case I don’t get
treated fairly.” — AP

MONTREAL: Canada’s federal Liberal Party leader Justin Trudeau delivers remarks
during an electoral meeting in Montreal, yesterday. Canadians go to the polls in a
national election on October 19, 2015. —   AFP 

KIEV: British Defence Secretary Michael Fallon (2L, top) speaks to journalists after military exercises on the shooting range of Ukrainian forces
near Ghytomyr, some 150 km west of Kiev, yesterday. The Defence Secretary announced further enhancements of the UK training programme
for Ukrainian armed forces while visiting the country. — AFP 
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LOWER LAKE: A wildfire that erupted near a
destructive blaze in Northern California’s rural,
rocky hills expanded farther. The blaze had
burned 9 square miles by Monday afternoon, the
California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection said. It broke out several miles away
from the community of Lower Lake Sunday
afternoon and quickly spread.

Evacuations have been ordered for the fire
that ignited Sunday and doubled in size
overnight. Authorities couldn’t say how many
homes were evacuated or how many people
were told to be prepared to flee. Containment of
the fire about 100 miles north of San Francisco
was not in sight. Firefighters and air tankers bat-
tling the bigger nearby fire were reassigned to
attack the new blaze. No homes have been
destroyed and no injuries have been reported.
Meanwhile, firefighters have nearly surrounded
the larger blaze that started about two weeks
ago and burned 109 square miles.

That fire destroyed 43 homes, but all evacua-
tions have been lifted. Students in the
Middletown Unified School District could start
classes next Tuesday, but it might be later
depending on where the fire burns.

Fire officials are investigating the causes of
both fires. There have been five arson arrests
related to smaller fires in five weeks. Here’s a look
at other wildfires burning up Western states:

Evacuations lifted
Authorities lifted evacuation orders for most

of the 1,000 homes threatened by a wildfire near
the Arizona-California line, one of several blazing
across the tinder-dry West. The fire in Arizona’s
Mohave Valley area chewed through 10 square
miles and remained uncontrolled Monday.

Evacuation orders were lifted for 900 homes
after crews made solid efforts in protecting them
and conditions became more favorable, said
Byron Steward, Mohave County emergency
management coordinator. The wildfire broke out
Saturday in the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge.
Authorities say it has burned 11 homes but it
was not known if they were damaged or
destroyed. The fire’s cause is under investigation.

Motor-home blaze sparks wildfire
A motor-home fire-turned-wildfire in rural

Riverside County has surged to about 500 acres,

forcing evacuations and leaving one person with
a burn injury and three firefighters with minor
injuries. The blaze off State Route 74 near Anza
started as a motor home blaze that spread to
vegetation on Monday afternoon.

State fire officials say one person from the
motor home had serious burns, but only to
about 3 percent of their body. Three firefighters
were taken to hospitals with minor injuries suf-
fered while taking  on the blaze.   

Residents of five streets in the area have been
told to evacuate, but it’s not clear how many
homes or people are affected.  The fire is about
halfway between Temecula and Palm Desert. It’s
10 percent contained. 

Firefighters killed
A US Forest Service firefighter was killed in

the Lake Tahoe area after he was struck by a tree
while battling a wildfire - the second firefighter
killed in a California blaze since the summer wild-
fire season got underway.

Michael Hallenbeck, 21, of Shingle Springs,
California, was hit Saturday during the initial
attack on a fire that broke out south of the Echo
Summit mountain pass. On July 30, a firefighter
was killed by a wildfire in the Modoc National
Forest while he scouted  the area for ways to
fight the blaze. Forest Service firefighter David
Ruhl, of Rapid City, South Dakota, had been on
temporary assignment since June in California.

On Sunday, hundreds of people turned out in
Rapid City to pay their respects at a procession
and memorial service for Ruhl. Forest Service
Associate Chief Mary Wagner attended, saying
Ruhl’s death was “felt by every member of the
Forest Service.”

Elsewhere in the west
Overcast skies and higher humidity helped fire

crews get a preliminary line around a wildfire in
Lewis County, Washington. Evacuations have
been lifted, and there have been no reports of
injuries. While the cooler weather is helping fire-
fighting efforts, crews are keeping an eye on
thunderstorms that are in the forecast for later
Monday. Fire crews are working to control a blaze
that has spread across nearly 2 square miles on
Oahu, Hawaii, and led to evacuations. No struc-
tures were damaged Monday. Part of Highway
270 closed when a pile of timber caught fire.— AP
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BAMAKO:  A deadly hostage drama at a Mali hotel in
which 13 people died-including five UN workers-was
claimed yesterday by fighters linked to the notorious
one-eyed Algerian jihadi leader Mokhtar Belmokhtar.

A radical associated with militant Malian Islamic
leader Amadou Koufa said he gave his “blessing” for the
attack on the Byblos Hotel in the central town of
Sevare.

Koufa has ties to Belmokhtar-known as “The
Uncatchable”-the former head of Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) who now leads his own
extremist Al-Murabitoun group. “The hand of Allah has
guided the mujahedeen of Sevare against the enemies
of Islam,” Souleyman Mohamed Kennen told an AFP
reporter in Bamako during a brief telephone interview.

The stand-off with the hostage-takers, which began

early Friday, ended nearly 24 hours later when Malian
troops stormed the hotel. Souleyman claimed the
group was also behind the killing of three Malian sol-
diers on Monday when their vehicle hit an improvised
explosive device close to Diabozo, near Sevare.  Four
other troops were wounded, the government said.

Jihadist attacks long concentrated in the north of
Mali-where extremists linked to AQIM still exercise
much control-began spreading to the centre of the
country earlier this year, even as far south as the bor-
ders with Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso in June.

US air strike 
The US said it targeted Belmokhtar in an air strike in

the Libyan desert the same month, but AQIM denied
reports its former leader had been killed. Investigators
said Monday they found phone numbers and addresses
on the bodies of the “terrorists” killed in the Sevare hotel
which suggested they were affiliated with the Macina
Liberation Front (FLM), a new Islamic extremist group
drawn from the Fulani people of central Mali.

“At this stage there is no formal proof that it was the
Macina Liberation Front, but strong suspicions point to
this group that has been seeking notoriety at all costs,”
she said.  But a regional security source told AFP there is
“much coming and going between all these groups. In
claiming responsibility for the Sevare attack, Souleyman
is also speaking for the other jihadi groups,” he said.

Bullet-riddled walls 
The Byblos Hotel was in ruins after the siege with

bullet-riddled walls, doors torn from their hinges and
sheets and pillows stained with blood, images
obtained by AFP showed. Details of the deadly stand-
off emerged on Monday with the family of one of the
victims saying he had been sending them messages on
WhatsApp during the shootout.— AFP
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SEVARE: A picture taken on August 8, 2015 shows two men ouside the bullet-riddled Byblos
Hotel in Sevare, days after an attack killed 13 people. A deadly hostage drama at the Mali
hotel in which 13 people died — including five UN workers — was claimed on August 11 by
fighters linked to the notorious one-eyed Algerian jihadi leader Mokhtar Belmokhtar. — AFP


