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ISTANBUL: Turkish warplanes yesterday carried out a
new wave of air strikes against Kurdish militants in the
southeast of the country in retaliation for a day of
bloody attacks that left six members of the security
forces dead.

The military bombed 17 targets of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in the southeastern
Hakkari province, destroying them all, the army said in
a statement.

The new wave of strikes carried out overnight
came after one of the bloodiest days of attacks in the
country since Turkey launched a relentless bombing
campaign against PKK targets late last month.  Ankara
is pressing a two-pronged “anti-terror” offensive
against Islamic State (IS) jihadists in Syria and PKK mili-
tants in northern Iraq and southeast Turkey following
a wave of attacks in the country.  But, so far, the air
strikes have overwhelmingly concentrated on the sep-
aratist Kurdish rebels who have responded by tearing
up a 2013 ceasefire and waging a bloody campaign
against the security forces.  On Monday, four Turkish
police officers were killed in a roadside bombing in
the southeastern Sirnak province while a Turkish sol-
dier was killed in a rocket attack on a military helicop-
ter.

Meanwhile, in Istanbul a senior police officer in
charge of the city’s bomb disposal department was
killed in clashes that followed a pre-dawn suicide
bombing. While the government blamed the PKK for

that attack, it was also claimed by a small leftist group,
the People’s Defence Units (HSB), on its Twitter feed.
The outlawed Marxist Revolutionary People’s
Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C) which the govern-
ment has on occasion linked to the PKK-claimed
another attack in Istanbul, a shooting on the US con-
sulate, which caused no casualties.  In new violence
overnight, a Turkish soldier was killed in a gun attack
on a military post in Sirnak, also blamed on the PKK.
According to an AFP toll, 29 members of the security
forces have been killed in violence linked to the PKK
since the current crisis began. 

‘Prevent civilian casualties’ 
The European Union and United States, which like

Turkey list the PKK as a terror group, have backed
Ankara’s right to strike against the militants but also
indicated a degree of concern about the magnitude of
the campaign.  “Our expectation is that Turkey is going
to take the necessary steps to prevent any civilian
casualties and to act in accordance with international
humanitarian law,” US State Department Spokesman
John Kirby said Monday.  The state-run Anatolia news
agency said over the weekend that so far 390 “terror-
ists” have been killed in the campaign against the PKK.
The Marxist-inspired PKK has waged a three decade
insurgency since 1984 for greater autonomy for
Turkey’s Kurds that has left tens of thousands dead.
The Kurds are by far Turkey’s biggest ethnic minority

and are often see as the world’s largest stateless peo-
ple, spread between Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria.

The government has also vowed to begin strikes
against IS jihadists in Syria alongside US forces who
have now started arriving to use the well-located
Incirlik air base in southern Turkey.

Washington has long been pushing its NATO ally
Turkey to step up the fight against IS, which Ankara
had been reluctant to do.  But Turkish officials have
vowed that a wider fight against the IS jihadists-them-
selves sworn enemies of the PKK-will start in the com-
ing days.

Closer to a government
Turkey still has no new government following June

7 legislative elections, where the party of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan lost its overall majority.  Prime
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu of the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu held a four-hour meeting Monday on a
coalition.  Negotiators said afterwards that the meet-
ing had been positive and a new meeting, which
could prove decisive, is expected later in the week.

Meanwhile, a key visit to Ankara by Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif that was expected to
discuss the Syria crisis was postponed at the last
minute, a Turkish official said. No reason was given for
the change of plan. — AFP

QUSRA: Armed men stopping cars at check-
points in the West Bank are usually Israeli securi-
ty forces policing the occupied territory, but in
some areas they are Palestinian civilians
patrolling their own villages. 

Fears of attacks by far-right Jews have
increased since a Palestinian man and his 18-
month-old son were killed when their house in
Duma village was set ablaze on July 31, giving
the farmers-turned-volunteer watchmen a
renewed sense of urgency.  “They used to break
glass, damage houses, and torch the mosque
and vehicles,” said Abed al-Atheim Adi, mayor of
the village of Qusra where locals have been
patrolling the streets at night since 2001. “The
youths in the village formed teams to defend
the rights of their children and families and pro-
vide more protection at night,” said Adi.  

Reuters accompanied a patrol in Qusra this
week. Watchmen, some of whom were masked,
carried cudgels and a pick-axe as weapons and
used a flashlight to peer into the dark fields on
the thorny plains near the city of Nablus.

They had no guns, perhaps fearing crack-
downs by the Israeli army, which, under interim
peace deals that set up the self-ruling
Palestinian Authority (PA) in the 1990s, has over-
all responsibility for security in the area.

In a nearby village, Turmus Ayya, residents
sometimes set up checkpoints on the access
road at night, where they question motorists
and search their vehicles. “The number of the
team members can be seven, 17 or 40, depend-
ing on who is free,” Adi said. “These teams don’t
get support or funding from anyone. The
Palestinian Authority promised to provide sup-
port, but nothing has happened.”

If an intruder is spotted, the watchmen
phone the village imam, who summons rein-
forcements over the mosque loudspeakers.

Escalation
Qusra was the scene of a run-in with a

group of Jewish settlers in January 2014.
Accusing the Israelis of throwing rocks at
them, villagers detained and beat them
before handing them over to the Israeli army.
A representative of the neighbouring Jewish
settlement of Esh Kodesh disputed the
Palestinians’ account, saying the Israelis were
set upon while on a hike in the area. Among
the settlers involved was Meir Ettinger, a far-
right Jewish activist who, following the Duma
arson, has been jailed without trial by Israeli
authorities scrambling to stem what they fear
is a surge in hate crimes. An Israeli military
spokesman had no immediate comment on
the self-defence patrols. One Israeli army gen-
eral, speaking to Reuters on condition of
anonymity, voiced cautious sympathy for the
villagers but also concern about possible
unanticipated flare-ups.

“Our special forces often carry out counter-
terrorism operations in the area, sometimes in
plainclothes disguises.  What happens if these
self-defence groups mistake them for vandals?
It’s a recipe for escalation,” the general said.

Adi voiced confidence in the restraint of
the Qusra watchmen. “In the last four years
they haven’t experienced any mistakes, and
the minute they see the (Israeli) army operat-
ing in the village the team members stay
home,” he said. The village vigilantes pose a
dilemma for the Palestinian Authority, which
coordinates West Bank security with Israel.

“These (self-defence) teams in the West
Bank have so far received no support from the
PA, but I hope that the PA will soon make a
decision to support them,” Ghassan Daghlas,
the authority official who monitors settlement
activity in the Nablus area said. — Reuters

Palestinian vigilantes patrol 

amid fear of more arson attacks

GENEVA: Rival Libyan factions were
set to resume peace talks yesterday
after a partial deal was reached last
month, but hopes for a lasting cease-
fire remain dim without the support
of key power brokers. 

The negotiations at the United
Nations in Geneva are being hosted
by UN envoy Bernardino Leon, who
said the accord signed in Morocco on
July 11 was an impor tant step
towards ending four years of deadly
chaos.   That deal was backed by
members of Libya’s internationally-

recognised parliament based in the
eastern port city of Tobruk, as well as
members of other political parties,
civil society and local officials. 

But it  was boycotted by the
Islamist-aligned General National
Congress (GNC), which was installed
in Tripoli by a powerful militia alliance
that seized the capital last year. 

The UN has not yet confirmed
those attending the latest round of
talks and it was not immediately clear
if any GNC representatives had trav-
elled to Geneva. But experts said that

even if the GNC commits to the UN
dialogue, a durable ceasefire could
remain elusive. 

“ There may be a disconnect
between the negotiators and those
fighting,” said Frederic Wehrey, a
North Africa specialist at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.

The UN-backed talks include “fairly
influential people”, and may ultimate-
ly lead to the declaration of a
prospective ceasefire, he said. 

But he warned that without “a sep-
arate (negotiation) track for these

armed groups”, stopping the blood-
shed could prove impossible. 

Libya has been plagued by near
relentless violence since the 2011
overthrow of Moamer Kadhafi. 

With the country deeply fractured-
including two parliaments vying for
power and a slew of armed groups
battling for control of the country’s oil
wealth-the UN hopes to forge a unity
government that can ease the vio-
lence. 

The West “may see the negotia-
tions process as a path to ‘stability’

rather than peace necessarily,” said
Fadil Aliriza, a Libya specialist at the
London-based Legatum Institute.

“But it’s hard to imagine how polit-
ical figures with dubious popular sup-
port and minimal control over their
armed forces can bring peace to a
fractured country.

“Even if  GNC comes on board,
which is anyone’s guess, the interna-
tional community’s focus on getting a
unity government doesn’t f ix the
sources of conflict,” he told AFP in an
email.  —AFP

Rival Libya factions resume peace talks in Geneva
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Istanbul’s bomb disposal officer killed in clashes 

PARIS: France’s scramble to confirm the reported
killing in Syria of a key Islamic State recruiter
shows the headache authorities face in pinning
down evidence of jihadists’ deaths, which may be
fabricated for strategic reasons, experts say.

Since Saturday, rumours have swirled about
the purported death of Omar Diaby, alias Omar
Omsen, who set up a French-speaking network of
jihadists in Syria and played a big part in broad-
casting Internet propaganda. “Checks are in
progress,” said French Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve, who said the supposedly dead man
was a “very significant recruiter” of young French
would-be jihadists.

Authorities are being cautious because so
many announced deaths have turned out to be
spread fictitiously to allow people to lie low.
Frenchman David Drugeon, a young convert to
Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and then Syria, was
recently pronounced dead in an American drone
attack, before it was disproved.

“We just can’t confirm the deaths of people
out there,” Alain Chouet, a former French spy
chief, told AFP. “You need either to collect DNA or
have reliable witnesses. But in these cases, we
have neither. And we won’t get them either,”
added Chouet.

Much of the problem, according to Chouet,
lies in the impossibility of getting spooks on the
ground in areas controlled by the Islamic State
group in Iraq and Syria.

“In terms of access on the ground, I don’t think
we have any or that anyone has any. Far too dan-
gerous,” said Chouet. Western spy agencies have
“no capacity to investigate or cross-check”.

‘Not like the movies’ 
Another former head of an intelligence serv-

ice, who requested to remain anonymous, agreed
that the real problem in confirming jihadists’
deaths was a lack of human resources.

“Getting agents in there who can say ‘he’s still
alive, I saw him’ is impossible. Too dangerous. Real
life is not like the movies,” said the source.

“The best-case scenario is to be able to talk to
double-agents, people who, without knowing
who they are talking to, offer up information.
Alternatively there are jihadists who come back
and agree to talk.”

In the absence of such hard information, secu-
rity services rely heavily on gathering intelligence
electronically. “We bundle up a whole load of
information: for example, telephone numbers.
We watch them. If, suddenly, they go quiet, they
could be dead,” said the former spymaster.

However, targets often work out that they are
being watched and go into “radio-silence” mode.
“They’re not stupid,” he said.

Authorities also wait until they are absolutely
sure before announcing the death of a key target,
not making it official until either the body has
been seen or DNA samples have confirmed the
death beyond doubt. “That was the case with
(Osama) bin Laden. The Americans had the body,
but they collected the DNA from a member of his
family to make sure it was him and not a double,”
said the former secret agent.

Governments have to be especally careful as it
may be particularly convenient for some poten-
tial targets to be thought of as dead.

“Seeing that Islamic State is losing ground mil-
itarily, quite a few foreigners, French, British or
Chechen want to play dead, to be able to disap-
pear,” said Chouet.

“They can ask their buddies to put it out on
the social networks: ‘the poor guy is dead’. But it
could just be that we’re being played.” He cited
the case of Taleban leader Mullah Omar, who was
confirmed dead by the militants last week after
years of fevered speculation about his fate. “The
only thing we can say for sure is: one day it will be
true,” joked Chouet. — AFP

Jihadists’ deaths often 

greatly exaggerated

RAMALLAH: Palestinian protesters hold portraits of Khalida Jarrar, a member of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), who has been detained in an
Israeli prison since April 2 as an alleged “security risk”, during a demonstration in the
West bank city of Ramallah yesterday in solidarity with Palestinian prisoners on
hunger strike in Israeli jails. — AFP 

SILOPI: Hulya Aydin, seated left, the mother of Turkish police special operations officer Sahin Polat Aydin, one of the four officers killed Monday
in a landmine attack attributed to militants of  the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, in Silopi, southeastern Turkey, other relatives and officers
pray as they attend a ceremony in Ankara, yesterday. — AP

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s parliament yesterday
unanimously approved Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi’s reform programme
aimed at curbing the corruption and
government waste that sparked wide-
spread anger and weeks of protests.

Abadi on Sunday proposed a series
of measures to combat graft, stream-
line the government and improve serv-
ices after the protests and a call from
Iraq’s top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani for drastic change.  But
both Abadi’s reform programme and an
additional l ist of measures also
approved by parliament only outline
steps to be taken. Actually implement-
ing them will be a difficult process
fraught with potential political and
legal challenges.

“It was unanimously approved,” par-
liament speaker Salim al-Juburi
announced to applause after the vote,
which was held without a debate as
soon as the plan was read in a session
attended by 297 of 328 MPs.  Abadi
issued a statement congratulating the
Iraqi people on the passage of the plan
and pledging “to continue the path of
reform even if it costs me my life”.

Later in the day, the premier called
in another statement for the country’s
anti-corruption body to present the

names of those suspected of wrongdo-
ing so they can be prevented from leav-
ing the country and referred to the
judiciary.  One of the most drastic of
Abadi’s reform proposals, which were
approved by the cabinet on Sunday,
was a call for the posts of vice president
and deputy prime minister to be elimi-
nated “immediately”.

UN welcomes reforms 
Abadi’s plan also calls for an end to

unofficial but prevalent “political and
sectarian quotas” for senior officials, for
increased oversight to prevent corrup-
tion, and for services to be improved.

Juburi had urged MPs to sign off on
the reforms, but said that a “comple-
mentary” parliamentary reform plan

was needed to add to and “adjust”
Abadi’s measures in keeping with the
law and the constitution.  That plan
overlaps with Abadi’s proposals on var-
ious points, while adding others.

New measures include calling for
“negligent and corrupt” ministers to be
presented for no-confidence votes, the
“activation” of a law providing for the
removal of excessively absent MPs, and
limits of two terms for the premier,
president and parliament speaker.

The parliamentary plan was also
read and approved without debate,
and the session-most of which was tak-
en up by the reading of the two plans-
ended some 30 minutes after it began.

The acting head of the UN Iraq mis-
sion, Gyorgy Busztin, said in a state-
ment that he welcomed Abadi’s reform
proposals. Busztin said that dissatisfac-
tion over corruption “can be manipu-
lated by terrorist groups for their own
ends,” at a time when the country is
battling to regain ground from
jihadists from the Islamic State group.
The approval is a victory for Abadi, but
the question now becomes how thor-
oughly the measures will be imple-
mented, and what politicians and oth-
er officials may do to try to thwart
them.— AFP

Iraq parliament approves 

PM’s anti-corruption plan

BAGHDAD: Iraqis watch the news on TV at a cafe in the capital
Baghdad yesterday, after parliament unanimously approved Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi’s reform programme aimed at curbing cor-
ruption. — AFP 


