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FERGUSON: The racial flashpoint city of Ferguson
awoke under a state of emergency yesterday after a
second night of clashes between police and protest-
ers, a year after the shooting death of an unarmed
black teen. In unrest that erupted Monday evening
and stretched into the early hours, angry demonstra-
tors beat drums and chanted as they threw stones
and bottles. Police used pepper spray as they arrested
numerous demonstrators. 

“Officers are being hit with rocks and bottles. We
continue to support free speech, but agitators who
ignore orders to disperse risk arrest,” the St. Louis
County police department said in a tweet.

The protests came after unrest and a shootout in
Ferguson Sunday night on the first anniversary of the
fatal shooting of an unarmed young black man,
Michael Brown, by a white police officer.

As the new violence erupted, county officials
declared a state of emergency Monday afternoon,
but stopped short of declaring a curfew. St  Louis
County executive Steve Stenger said county police
would immediately take charge of “police emergency
management” in Ferguson and surrounding districts.

“In light of last night’s violence and unrest in the
city of Ferguson, and the potential for harm to per-
sons and property, I am exercising my authority as
county executive to issue a state of emergency, effec-
tive immediately,” he said in a statement.

His statement was issued as an 18-year-old was
charged in connection with the shootout on Sunday
following a day of mostly peaceful protests marking
the first anniversary of Brown’s shooting.

His death sparked a nationwide wave of outrage
and protest at police treatment of African Americans,

especially over criteria for use of lethal force. Tyrone
Harris is accused of first-degree assault on police offi-
cers, armed criminal action and shooting at a motor
vehicle, police said. Harris, from Northwoods, another
section of St. Louis County, remained in the hospital
Monday with wounds sustained in the shootout.

In St. Louis city center, more than 50 protesters
were arrested after climbing the barricade around a
federal courthouse during a midday demonstration,
local news media reported.

Media reports late Monday said protesters had
blocked a main highway, Interstate 70, just outside
Ferguson. Demonstrators were also arrested else-
where in town, including scholar and activist Cornel
West, Complex magazine reported.

After midnight a crowd of about 100 protesters
remained on the streets of Ferguson sometimes

squaring off with police. Hours later the tension had
subsided.

Looted shop a ‘wreck’ 
Sunday’s day of remembrance for Brown had

been peaceful until a handful of protesters grew row-
dy later in the evening. 

The gunfire followed the looting of at least two
businesses on a commercial strip around the corner
from where Brown fell. “I think it’s unfortunate that a
beautiful day of events ended like that,” said Dellena
Jones, whose hair salon was among the shops hit.

“Some people broke in to some of the businesses
on our lot, and so we are all here helping each other,”
she told AFP, adding that her shop had been turned
into “a wreck”.

Attorney General Loretta Lynch strongly con-

demned Sunday’s violence, as she spoke Monday at a
police union convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
“Not only does violence obscure any message of
peaceful protest, it places the community, as well as
the officers who seek to protect it, in harm’s way,” she
told the Fraternal Order of Police gathering.

St. Louis County Police Chief Jon Belmar said the
shootout started when four plainclothes detectives in
a van came under fire. AFP video showed a black man
lying face down on the ground in handcuffs, bleeding
profusely. Belmar declined to comment on the race of
the detectives.

Outrage over the police killings of Brown and oth-
er unarmed African Americans has been channeled
into a sustained nationwide movement, with the
social media hashtag #BlackLivesMatter becoming its
rallying cry. — AFP

Ferguson under state of emergency 
Night of protests brings confrontation, arrests

FERGUSON: Demonstrators, marking the one-year anniversary of the shooting of Michael Brown, protest along West Florrisant Street on Monday in Ferguson, Missouri. More than 100 people were arrested
yesterday during protests in Ferguson and the St. Louis area. Brown was shot and killed by a Ferguson police officer. His death sparked months of sometimes violent protests in Ferguson and drew nationwide
focus on police treatment of black offenders.  — AFP

ADEN: Saudi-backed forces loyal to
Yemen’s exiled government captured
more territory from Iran-backed rebels
yesterday as they pressed an advance
that has seen them retake large parts of
the war-torn country’s south.

Aid agencies voiced alarm over the
“catastrophic” humanitarian situation in
the impoverished nation, devastated by
months of fighting.

The gains by forces backing exiled
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi

have been aided by weapons and
troops from Gulf countries, as Saudi-led
coalition warplanes continue to pound
rebel positions. The “Popular Resistance
Committees”-comprising pro-govern-
ment fighters, Sunni tribes, and south-
ern separatists-seized overnight the
town of Utmah, about 100 kilometres
(60 miles) south of capital Sanaa, mili-
tary officials said.

The town is in the Shiite majority
province of Dhammar, which borders

Sanaa province, where Iran-backed
rebels have held the capital since
September.

Meanwhile, fierce clashes between
local pro-government militia and the
rebels rocked Arhab, just 25 kilometres
north of Sanaa, military sources said.

“Sanaa is the real target” of the
advancing pro-Hadi forces, said analyst
Mustafa al-Ani, from the Gulf Research
Centre. Complaining of marginalisation,
the Huthis descended from their north-
ern stronghold last year and seized
Sanaa unopposed before advancing on
second city Aden in March.

Pro-government troops have
launched a major counter-offensive in
recent weeks and recaptured four
southern provinces-Abyan, Aden, Daleh,
and Lahj-from rebel hands. They took
Loder, the last rebel-held town in
Abyan, late on Monday, and were
poised to enter the southern Shabwa
province.

Loyalist forces seized six towns in the
mountainous central Ibb province,
where local Sunni tribes have been
clashing with Huthi insurgents for
months, military officials said.

Taez key to capital 
The advance is heading toward third

city Taez, southwest of Sanaa.
Pro-government militia sources said

clashes were ongoing in the city itself,
which if recaptured would prove a
major fillip for Hadi loyalists.

The government’s Sabanew.net
website reported that 36 rebels were
killed in the fighting late Monday. The
sweeping victories in the south are a
result of the rebels pulling their forces
back to Taez, according to Yemeni ana-
lyst Abdulaziz al-Sabri. “Whoever wins
Taez wins all of Yemen,” he said.

Backed by Saudi-led air strikes, pro-
government forces have been battling
for months to restore Hadi, currently in
exile in Riyadh, to power. “The direct
intervention in the battle, especially of
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, in addition to the cover from
air, has completely shifted the balance
of power... and revealed the other side’s
weakness,” said analyst Ani.  

Military sources say the coalition has
provided Hadi’s supporters with mod-
ern heavy equipment in recent weeks,
including tanks and other armoured
vehicles as well as personnel carriers
and Yemeni soldiers trained in the king-
dom. One source last week reported the
deployment of “hundreds of soldiers
from Gulf countries” in Aden, while
Saudi-owned newspaper Al-Hayat
reported on August 3 that a total of
1,500 troops, most of them from the
UAE, had entered the city.— AFP
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SANAA: Shiite rebels known as Houthis holds their weapons during a
rally against Saudi-led airstrikes in Sanaa, Yemen, yesterday. — AP


