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Arecurring claim by many Middle Eastern Muslims is
that their ancient civilizations laid the main founda-
tions that helped the West flourish today. According

to them, technological advancements in life today were indi-
rectly yet majorly conceived by the likes of Alkhawarizmi,
Avicenna and Ibn Khaldun, all products of the Abbasid
Empire. However, it is to be mentioned that applied science
by itself is incomplete, and democracy among peers, per-
haps was and still is the catalyst that drives the West to
achieve scientifically. As Arabs, we have the advantage of a
strategically-positioned land “fertile” with minerals and oil.
Why is democracy in the Arab world such a failed project?

Bias has unfortunately molded its way into becoming a
sort of a social value in the Arab world. The types of loyalty
seen are sectarian, ethnic, and tribal. It is true that loyalty
exists in every place, but the Arab rendition of it has reached
unparalleled extremes. For instance, there is wasta, and, with
wasta, what results is the unqualified “dethroning” the quali-
fied. With the unqualified comes the inevitable deterioration
of institutions. One of the main reasons that led to the fall of
the Ottoman Empire was its army that was weak due to the
heavy involvement of wasta in the recruitment process.

Wasta is everywhere in the Arab world. Wasta involves
making a process, such as a legal one, easier by utilizing a
certain connection. Thus, it is in one’s interest to forge and
maintain relationships because they produce the connec-
tions. With connections, there is wasta and with wasta, one is
powerful, respected, and allowed to work with little to no
conscience. With the lack of conscience, the institution dete-
riorates, and the exploiter is not challenged because he or
she will have wasta as protection as well. 

The West today is in continuous development because it
understands loyalty in its true colors. It believes in change
when it is known that the result will be positive. It appreciates
the aid of a foreigner in work and diversity in the workplace.
Ibn Khaldun said that the Islamic world takes a cyclic
approach. It follows a pattern in which a person declares a
vision, amasses a following, assumes leadership, initiates a
government, and makes use of property. However, over time,
descendants of the further generations try to trigger the
same cycle, but with negative interferences (such as wasta)
that end up wreaking havoc and corruption in the long run.

It is urgent for Arabs to start neglecting the approach to
entities like the Abbasid Empire and the Ottoman Empire as
pure history. Those empires need to be truly treated like
honorary parts in a legacy of teachings that, when combined
with the technological advancements today, will promote
the Arab world into a formidable and productive force
among its neighbors worldwide. 

Arabs and Democracy:

A Knot to be Tied
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KUWAIT: Kuwait plans to develop four oil and gas
fields in the north as part of its longer term plans for
expanding output. Kuwait intends to increase output
to 4 million barrels per day by 2020, though delays in
the development of new upstream projects, a difficul-
ty attracting foreign investment (due to disagree-
ments on terms) and a recent shutdown of output
from the Divided Neutral Zone due to a disagreement
with Saudi Arabia, have hindered the objective. 

In the most recent project, Kuwait aims to add
120,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day, reports
MEED. Kuwait Oil Company invited companies Aug 9
to bid on the project. “The move is part of a drive to
compensate for lost production in the Divided Zone,
which is shared with Saudi Arabia and which saw its

oil and gas production reduced to zero earlier this
year amid an ongoing dispute over land use,” reports
MEED. 

Kuwait has more than an estimated 100 billion
barrels of proved oil reserves not counting the 5 bil-
lion barrels of proved reserves in the Divided Neutral
Zone, which is owned 50-50 with Saudi Arabia. 

But there are many challenges to opening new
fields. The Kuwait Constitution prohibits foreign
ownership of Kuwait’s natural resources. This limits
internat ional  o i l  companies  ( IOCs)  to  ‘ser v ice
provider’ roles as they are banned from exploring for
oil or strategic ownership of the fields themselves.
Kuwait has typically offered enhanced technical
service agreements. As a result, many international

oil companies have limited investments in Kuwait. 
KPC announced a $75-billion capital spending

plan over five years (2015-20) for the upstream sec-
tor ($40 billion) and the downstream ($35 billion)
sector, according to MEES. In efforts to continue eco-
nomic reform and funding for large infrastructure
projects, this plan encompasses some of the delayed
projects that were part of the five-year spending
plan expiring at the end of 2014. Kuwait intends to
upgrade its production and export infrastructure,
expand exploration, and build downstream facilities,
both domestically and abroad. According to the US
Energy Information Administration, to achieve its
2020 target, IOC investment and participation will be
necessary.

Kuwait looks to alternatives of neutral zone

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Youth
Affairs is keen on cultivating the
energy of the youth in Kuwait, pro-
viding them with means to develop
themselves on all possible levels, an
official said yesterday. Speaking on
the occasion of the International
Youth Day which is celebrated
today, official at the Ministry of
Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi said that the ministry had
launched and also collaborated with
other state institutes on several pro-
grams to serve the youth in Kuwait.

The ministry launched recently
the “Kuwait is listening” project
which aimed answering the youth’s
needs. The ministry also worked
with the ministry of education and
cooperative societies in launching
several youth oriented programs,
said Muatiri, noting that one of the
programs provided some 150,000

youth with 108 sports fields at a
minimum price.

The ministry also provided sup-
port to youth on various fields
including launching small-business-

es, financing artistic ventures, and
more, Mutairi said. He indicated
that the ministry was also keen on
combating violence amongst
youth, noting that recent programs

had led to the decrease of violence
in schools and the increase in aca-
demic achievements. The
International Youth Day is a UN des-
ignated event aimed at highlighting
youth issues.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the
Higher Council  for Arab Youth
(HCAY) Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud
Al-Malik Al-Sabah affirmed the sig-
nificance of nurturing the youth,
calling them pillars of change and
development. In a press statement
commemorating World Youth Day,
Sheikh Faisal underscored youth
contributions to societies world-
wide. Sheikh Faisal Al-Sabah, who
is also Farwaniya Governor, called
on governmental  and societal
organizations to offer persistent
support to the youth, which would
help hone their skills and create a
brighter tomorrow. —KUNA

Kuwait keen on cultivating

youth energy: official

Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud Al-Sabah

DETROIT: When Greg Kampe was enter-
ing Bowling Green in the mid-1970s, the
Vietnam war was ending and the mili-
tary was undesirable for his generation.
More than 40 years later, he’s getting his
chance to give something, however
small, to the US military.

The longtime Oakland basketball coach
was scheduled to leave on a 13-1/2-hour
flight to Kuwait on Monday night as one of
eight coaches for the Hardwood Classic
basketball tournament, on the 10th
anniversary of the inaugural Operation
Hardwood event.

“Tom Izzo did it and he told me it will
be life-changing,” Kampe told the Free
Press from Washington, DC, on Monday.
“So I’m excited, I can’t wait. ... This is the
best honor that I’ve ever received.”

Eight teams of military personnel will
be guided by the current and former
college coaches at Camp Arifjan in
Kuwait. The current coaches are Kampe,
Tulane’s Ed Conroy, Siena’s Jimmy Patsos
and Gary Stewart of Stevenson (Md.),
along with former head coaches Dino
Gaudio, Pete Gillen, Steve Lavin and
Reggie Minton.

The event is sponsored by the
Feherty’s Troops First Foundation, which
provides assistance to troops who have
been wounded while serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The basketball breakdown
will feature a reverse draft, with the
teams from all branches of the military
choosing their coach, then having a day
of practice, a day of scrimmages and
then a double-elimination tournament.

As much as Kampe loves his job -
after the eight-day trip, he’ll only have a
week back in Rochester before taking
the Golden Grizzlies to Spain - this
opportunity thrills him because of the
connection he can make with the troops.

On Monday afternoon, the coaches
interacted with injured veterans at a vis-
it to the Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.

Kampe met with one of the military’s
few four-amputee survivors, who fought
in Iraq. “To see him live was quite the
experience,” Kampe said.

In addition to coaching, there’s a pos-
sibility that the coaches could enter a
combat zone, if it’s secure enough, for
them to connect with the troops unable
to attend the games due to their
responsibilities.

Initial contact was made weeks ago
and then Kampe didn’t hear much for
awhile, not even knowing his departure
time until the past week.

Recently gear began showing up in
the mail - a military backpack and lug-
gage - and on Monday he was given a
military shirt with his name on it. “It’s

been very (regimented),” he said.
As one of the rookies - Minton is

making his sixth trip, Conroy fourth,
Lavin third and Gillen and Stewart are
repeat visitors - Kampe wasn’t sure what
to expect.

For all he knew, he would have held a
strap on a cargo plane for the flight’s
duration. That wasn’t the plan, but he
would have complied with whatever
they said, just for the experience. “I’m
excited,” he said. “I can’t wait.” 

—Detroit Free Press

US College basketball coach in

Kuwait for military tournament

TUCSON: Oakland University’s
head coach Greg Kampe watches
during the second half of an NCAA
college basketball game against
Arizona, Tuesday, December 16,
2014, in Tucson, Arizona —AP

A post made by head coach of
Oakland University’s basketball
team Greg Kampe on Twitter con-
firming his trip to Kuwait.

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) presented a check to the Kuwait Society for the Blind that contains financial con-
tributions collected during a Ramadan campaign to help print Holy Quran copies in Braille.

GENEVA: The World Health Organization
(WHO) lauded yesterday Kuwait’s support
in the global fight against polio. This came
in a letter from the WHO to the Permanent
Representative of Kuwait to the United
Nations and international organizations in
Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim.

The organization in the letter expressed
appreciation for the strong support from
Kuwait to the WHO’s decisions on polio
eradication in its annual conference.
Ghunaim stressed in a statement Kuwait’s
keenness to interact with all issues faced by
the World Health Organization, including
polio.

Kuwait’s support for the organization’s

programs succeeded in stopping the
spread of the virus to Syrian displayed chil-
dren in the neighboring countries, he
stressed. Polio was once a disease feared
worldwide, striking suddenly and paralyz-
ing mainly children for life.

WHO is a partner in the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative, the largest private-
public partnership for health, which has
reduced polio by 99 percent, polio now sur-
vives only among the world’s poorest and
most marginalized communities, where it
stalks the most vulnerable children. The ini-
tiative’s goal is to reach every last child with
polio vaccine and ensure a polio-free world
for future generations. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) offered its golden sponsorship
for ‘Sirdab Lab’; a youth event that includes workshops, forums and training
courses. The sponsorship comes as part of NBK’s commitment to support
small and medium business entrepreneurs.

KUWAIT: The criminal court adjourned a
state security case in which a Kuwaiti stu-
dent in Jordan is a suspect until September
11 to give its verdict. The 23-year-old was
charged with participating in a hostile
action against Syria by joining the Nusra
Front and pledging allegiance to the organ-
ization and the group’s leader Amir Abu
Mohammad Al-Joulani, and joining a one
month training course on carrying arms,
hand grenades and fighting the Syrian
army after entering Syria through Turkey in
March. The public prosecution detained
the suspect for 10 days, but the renewal
judge released him.

Man stabs relative
Naeem police charged a bedoon man

with stabbing one of his relatives in front of
his house. A security source said a citizen
saw the victim in a pool of blood, so he
called police. The young man said that a
relative of his stabbed him following family
disputes and gave his name. The victim was
admitted to Jahra hospital intensive care
unit and his condition was described as sta-
ble following an operation.

Robbery
Farwaniya police are looking for thieves

who broke into an Egyptian man’s apart-
ment and stole KD 4,500 in gold and cash.
The Egyptian told police he discovered the
theft when he returned from work to find
his safe opened and gold worth KD 3,000
and KD 1,500 in cash were missing. The
thieves entered through the kitchen win-
dow, he said.

Stuck
A woman was trapped when her car got

stuck between the street barriers that lead
to Kuwait Zoo in Omariya. Farwaniya police
responded to the scene and rescued the
woman, but one policeman was injured
and taken to the hospital when a roaming
taxi collided with his patrol. 

Reckless driver
A Gulf national was arrested after he

tried to evade Jahra police and set his car
on fire so it would not be impounded. A
security source said a campaign against
reckless drivers resulted in the holding of
three cars, but one of them escaped from
police. The suspect then proceeded to his
house where he removed the tires of his
sports car and poured kerosene on the car
to set it on fire, but policemen arrested him
before it could happen. —Al-Anbaa

Court adjourns jihadist’s case

Kuwaiti Ambassador, Japanese

lawmaker meet, discuss ties

TOKYO: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan
Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi and member of
the Japanese House of Representative
(the Diet) Shinako Tsuchiya held a meet-
ing yesterday and discussed issues per-
taining to bilateral relations and means to
develop them.

Ambassador Otaibi affirmed Kuwait’s
interest in developing relations with Japan
on all possible domains, stressing the
strong ties linking the two countries.
Meanwhile, Tsuchiya said that Japan was
eager to develop relations with Kuwait,
lauding the longstanding ties between
Kuwait and Japan.

The Japanese lawmaker took the chance
to convey Japan’s condolences over those
killed in the recent attack on Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque in Kuwait, wishing for swift recov-
ery for those injured in the attack. She also
thanked Kuwait for its support to Japan

during and after the Tsunami and earth-
quake which hit the country on March
11th, 2011. —KUNA

TOKYO: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan
Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi with member of
the Japanese House of Representative
Shinako Tsuchiya. —KUNA


