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Kuwait exports plunge 
by half as imports rise 

Volume of trade also falls by a third
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s exports were about KD 4 billion in
Jan-Mar 2015, a 46.0 percent decrease, and imports
were KD 2.3 billion, an 11.1 percent increase, compared
to Jan-Mar 2014, according to Central Statistical Bureau.
In Jan-Mar 2015, balance of trade was KD 1.7 billion,
while it was KD 5.4 billion in Jan-Mar 2014 - a 68.0 per-
cent decrease, the bureau said in a statement to KUNA
yesterday.

In the same period, volume of trade decreased 33.6
percent compared to the first quarter of 2014. Trade vol-
ume was KD 6.3 billion in Jan-Mar 2015, while it was KD
9.6 billion in Jan-Mar 2014, it said. Coverage rate was
174.7 percent in Jan-Mar 2015, while it was 359.6 per-
cent in Jan-Mar 2014, it added.  In the first quarter of
2015, coverage rate (excluding oil) was 20.4 percent,
while it was 22.6 percent in the first quarter of 2014.

For Jan-Mar 2015, the top categories of exports were
“mineral fuels and oils” (KD 3.6 billion) with a share of
88.8 percent, followed by “organic chemicals” (KD 102
million) with 2.5 percent, and “vehicles other than rail-
way or tramway rolling-stock and parts and accessories
thereof” (KD 62.2 million) at 1.5 percent, it showed. 

In the same period, “vehicles other than railway or
tramway rolling-stock, parts thereof” has by far the
highest import value at KD 346 million with share of
14.9 percent, followed by “electrical machinery and
equipment” (KD 302.5 million) at 13.0 percent, “boilers,
machinery and mechanical appliances, parts thereof”
(KD 285 million KD) at 12.2 percent and “natural or cul-
tured pearls, precious and semi-precious stones” (KD 92
million KD) at 3.9 percent, it noted.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti youths sail in a traditional dhow during the annual pearl diving expedition off the port of
Khairan yesterday. Pearl-diving trips are held annually under the patronage of HH the Amir in order to keep
alive traditions that accompanied the once-important national pearl trade before the discovery of oil
wealth. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 4)

SAN FRANCISCO: Google Inc announced a surprise over-
haul of its operating structure on Monday, creating a hold-
ing company called Alphabet to pool its many subsidiaries
and separate the core web advertising business from
newer ventures like driverless cars. The move appeared to
be an attempt by the search engine giant to focus on its
more creative and ambitious projects, while investors
cheered the potential for more financial disclosures of its

disparate business segments.
The surprise news sent shares of
Google up as much as 7 percent
to $708 in afterhours trading.

The Mountain View-based
company co-founded by Larry
Page and Sergey Brin in 1998
has grown from an Internet
search engine to a far-reaching
conglomerate that employs

more than 40,000 people worldwide. With Page heading
up Alphabet, Sundar Pichai, a long-time Google executive
who most recently served as the company’s senior vice
president of products, will head Google. Pichai, a well-
liked executive who oversaw Google’s  Android and
Chrome units, is respected in Silicon Valley for attracting
top engineers. Google co-founder Brin will become presi-
dent of Alphabet, and Eric Schmidt, chairman of Google,
will be executive chairman. —  Reuters (See Page 27)

Google morphs 
into Alphabet

Sundar Pichai
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yester-
day at Seif Palace the Nigerian Ambassador to Kuwait
Haruna Garba, on the occasion of ending his tenure. His
Highness also received the Ambassador of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands to Kuwait Nicolas Beets on the occasion of
ending his tenure, and received the newly appointed
Malaysian Ambassador to Kuwait Ahmad Rozian. Director
of Protocols at His Highness the Crown Prince Diwan,
Sheikh Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
attended the meetings. Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh
Nawaf received Ambassador Essa Abdulrahman Al-Essa
and Mazen Essa Abdulrahman Al-Essa, who presented a
book to him on the diplomatic career of Ambassador Essa.
Separately, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf received Sheikh Dr
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Condolences
In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolences to
Bulgarian President Rosen Plevneliev on the death of his
eldest son. 

His Highness Sheikh Nawaf and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
cables of similar sentiments. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
meets the Nigerian Ambassador to Kuwait Haruna Garba. — KUNA

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Kuwait Nicolas Beets.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets the
newly appointed Malaysian Ambassador to Kuwait Ahmad Rozian.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets Sheikh Dr
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah receives a book
from Ambassador Essa Abdulrahman Al-Essa.

Crown Prince receives outgoing, newly appointed ambassadors

KUWAIT: Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah welcomed
Nigerian Ambassador to Kuwait Haruna Garba, on the occasion of ending his tenure.
The governor expressed gratitude to Garba’s efforts in boosting bilateral relations
between Nigeria and Kuwait throughout his time in the country.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s participation in
the inauguration of Egypt’s new Suez Canal was
embodiment and culmination of the deep and
strong bilateral ties, Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said.

Sheikh Salman made the statement during a
reception held by the Egyptian embassy in
Kuwait on Monday on the occasion of the 63rd
anniversary of Egypt’s 1952 Revolution. The
State of Kuwait is proud of the Egyptian and
Arab historical achievement of the New Suez
Canal, he said, pointing to the deep-rooted bilat-

eral ties in all  fields. He also thanked the
embassy staff, led by Ambassador Abdul-Karim
Suleiman, for their efforts to enhance ties
between the two countries. Meanwhile,
Ambassador Suleiman noted that celebration of
the 1952 Revolution coincided with the inaugu-
ration of the new canal. —KUNA

Amir’s participation in canal
opening ‘embodies strong ties’

TIRANA: Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Albania Najib Al-Bader had
delivered Kuwait’s contribution
of 2.1 million euros to different
humanitarian and charity organ-
izations in the country yester-
day. The contribution was deliv-
ered during Al-Bader’s meeting
with President of Al-Irfan Society
for orphans Abdulsamad
Sheeho in the Embassy’s head-
quarters in the Albanian capital
Tirana.

The financial aid is aimed at
supporting orphan-related proj-
ects in the country, developing
education and health services, in
addition to running social and
cultural activities. The
Ambassador had noted that
Kuwait and Albania share strong
ties and cooperation on every
level, adding that Kuwait had
been providing financial sup-
port to develop all sectors in the
country. —KUNA

Kuwait funds charity projects in Albania

Expo Milano pavilion organizes
symposium on food security

MILAN: Kuwait’s pavilion at Expo Milano
2015 and Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) co-organized a sym-
posium on the role of agricultural develop-
ment in food security on Monday. The sym-
posium, held at the Expo’s conference cen-
ter, discussed the role of Kuwaiti invest-
ments in sustainable development and the
challenges relating to food security.

The event, moderated by head of the
pavilion Mazen Al-Ansari, gathered General
Consul in Milan Abdulnasser Boukhaddour,
KFAED’s economic advisor Dr Abdulkarim
Sadeq and director of the services and hi-
tech department of the Milan Chamber of
Commerce Raffaello Benetti, as well as
experts in the agricultural development,
heads of several missions to the Expo and
representatives of the local and interna-
tional media. In his speech to the sympo-
sium, Dr Sadeq said the problem of famine
and malnutrition became a global multi-
faceted phenomenon affecting nearly 795
million people in the least-developing and
developing countries. “The figure could rise
further in the coming years unless immedi-
ate measures and effectives strategies
aren’t put in place,” he warned.

The economic crisis of 2008 shed light
on the role of agriculture in driving eco-

nomic growth curbing the prevalence rate
of poverty and unemployment,” Dr Sadeq
said, calling on all countries, particularly
food importers, to double efforts to attain
self-sufficiency in food.

The Kuwaiti expert reviewed the suc-
cessful efforts made by his country in
addressing the problems of scarcity of nat-
ural resources such as fresh water and
farmland through seawater desalination
and land reclamation.

On KFAED’s role in development, he said
the Fund financed more than 860 infra-
structure development projects in such
areas as agriculture, health, education,
energy, communication and sanitary
drainage in 104 countries. “These projects
cost a total of $18.4 billion, including $14
billion in sectors relating to food security,
until March 31, 2015,” he added.

Dr Sadeq extolled His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
for his initiative to launch the Decent Life
Fund, run by KFAED. The Decent Life Fund,
proclaimed at the Fourth World Islamic
Economic Forum (WIEF) in Kuwait in 2008,
involves an initial Kuwaiti contribution of
$100 million to reduce the impacts of the
then food crisis on the least-developing
countries. — KUNA

MILAN: Head of the Kuwait’s pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 Mazen Al-Ansari (center)
with KFAED’s economic advisor Dr Abdulkarim Sadeq (left) and director of the
services and hi-tech department of the Milan Chamber of Commerce Raffaello
Benetti. — KUNA

TIRANA: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Albania Najib Al-Bader and embassy staff are pictured with President of Al-
Irfan Society for orphans Abdulsamad Sheeho. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and Egyptian Ambassador Abdul-Karim Suleiman cut the ceremony’s cake.
at a ceremony to celebrate the 63rd anniversary of Egyptís 1952 Revolution. — Photos by Joseph Shagra
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KUWAIT: MEW Undersecretary Mohammad Bushehri chairs a meeting with co-op representatives to explain the issue of the scheduled 18-hour
water cut in 17 areas next Friday.

MEW meets with co-ops
on 18-hour water cut-off

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW) Undersecretary Mohammad Bushehri
met with several chairmen and representatives
of cooperative societies to explain the issue of
cutting fresh water supplies on some areas
scheduled to start at 6:00 pm Friday and will
continue for 18 hours and to discuss their role
in this regard.

Jahra project
Eng Bushehri said the Ministry of Public

Works (MPW) will coordinate with MEW to com-
plete the work to construct and maintain roads
and intersections on the middle part of Jahra
road, which will cause cutting water supplies to
17 areas for 18 hours, adding that the project
MPW is carrying out is one of the ambitious
developmental projects people are waiting for.
He said the project will be a qualitative move
for citizens and expats and will significantly
reduce the traffic jams.

Eng Bushehri said MEW considers the citizen
as an important partner in the development
process, that is why they organized a media
campaign to inform citizens about the times
when water supply will be cut and restored in
various media. He said the ministry decided to
contact all concerned departments to deliver
its message, and those include cooperative
societies for their social role in delivering the
message quickly since they cover the largest

number of people in those areas.

Fill water tanks
Bushehri asked co-op representatives to

advise residents of those areas to fill their water
tanks next Thursday until the time of the cut
and to use water rationally so they do not get
affected by the shortage. He said domestic
helpers must be informed not to use water in
gardens and car wash during the said period.

Hotline 152
Bushehri added an exceptional service was

prepared during this period to keep water
tankers’ owners from taking advantage of the
situation by having any citizen call 152 in case
they needed water or to get the phone num-
bers of tanker owners who will deliver the water
at the price set by the ministry of commerce.

Meanwhile,  Sulaibiya co-op chairman
Mutlaq Al-Enezi promised to reduce prices of
water cartons during the cut off period and
said the board of directors will meet to discuss
means of helping MPW and MEW to overcome
the cut period. He said his co-op will distribute
brochures about the cutting period and rea-
sons for it, in addition to directions for the near-
est water filling station. Further, Andalus, Riqqa
and Nahda Coop Chairman Waleed Al-
Shimmari said “our basic role is based on
explaining the reasons of the cut off and its
timing for al l  people.” Also,  Firdous Coop
Chairman Abdallah Al-Nasafi said cooperatives

have a vast database that they can use to reach
all consumers in the concerned areas and deliv-
er MEW’s message. The Engineer supervising
the project at MPW Eng Mohammad Al-Saffar
said teams from MPW in coordination with
MEW will be ready to complete their work dur-
ing the cut off period. Meanwhile, Assistant
Undersecretar y for Water Operating and
Maintenance at MEW Eng Khalifa Al-Furaij laud-
ed the speedy response of co-op boards of
directors to MEW’s invitation.

Barrack back in prison
In other news, Former MP Musallam Al-

Barrak left the chest hospital and returned to
the central prison after being treated for a
health problem. It was reported earlier that he
was taken to hospital handcuffed and shackled,
with a mask over his head, but the Interior
Ministry denied those allegations. Barrak is
serving a two year jail sentence because of a
speech in Irada Square he delivered in 2012.

Radioactive-free
Separately, Head of Radiation Monitoring

Station of the Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training (PAAET) Dr Darweesh
Al-Azmi confirmed that Mutlaa area is free of
radiation resulting from the Kuwait liberation
war. He explained results of the field radiation
survey taken recently in various areas of Kuwait
shows that levels were normal and there is no
need to worry.

Former MP released from hospital

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Gulf railway project
that links Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC ) member countries wil l  be
completed and operating by 2018,
said the GCC Secretariat General. The
project with a total cost of more
than $15.4 billion will have a total

length of 2,117 km and links Kuwait
City and passes through GCC coun-
tries all the way to Muscat. It also
includes the link between Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia by a bridge. It said
the passenger trains’ speed will be
220 km/hr, while cargo trains will be
between 80-120 220 km/hr, with the
use of diesel to generate power.

Co-op accounts
Social  Affairs  Minister,  State

Minister  for  Planning and
Development Affairs Hind Al-Subaih
said co-op societies are not allowed
to open any account for co-op soci-
eties without a letter from the min-
istry to the bank’s union or local
banks. Meanwhile, in an answer to a
question from MP Mohammad Al-
Enezi  about chairman of  co- op
boards withdrawing money and
transferring them to foreign banks,
Minister Subaih said the ministry did
not authorize any co-op to do that.

KAC case 
Kuwait  Air ways (KAC ) wil l

announce the results of its investiga-
tions in a case in which a pilot is
accused of inviting a porn star and
her friend to the cockpit during a
Kuwait Airways flight at the end of
this  week.  Meanwhile,  KAC wil l
receive the second A330 aircraft as
part of the lease contract with Airbus
on Wednesday. The craft carries the
name Sabahiya.

Gulf railway project
to be completed in 2018

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An Asian man was found dead in
Sulaibiya, as a security source said the body
had bruises on the head which could either
mean that the death was a result of foul
play, or resulted from a fall. The body was
taken to the coroner for an autopsy to
determine the exact cause of death.

Gang busted
Criminal detectives arrested a five-mem-

ber gang that stole cars by smashing the
car glass. The gang which includes a
Pakistani, a Bangladeshi and three Indians
confessed to committing 14 thefts in
Salmiya, Meidan Hawallly and Fintas. One
of the suspects said he sold the stolen
material in the shop he works in, while the
Pakistani suspect confessed to stealing an
officer’s firearm in collusion with a Pakistani
and an Indian who are at the central prison.

Sexual assault
An Indian man accused an unknown

person of molesting his 12-year-old daugh-
ter in their building’s elevator. In another
incident, a Filipina woman accused her
compatriot of raping her in Salmiya after

inviting and convincing her to stay with
him to take her to the Philippine embassy
the next morning. 

Unwanted advances
A Filipina woman accused an Egyptian

man of stealing her phone and asking her
for an illicit relationship, but when she
refused, he posted private pictures he
obtained from her phone on Facebook.

Domestic abuse hotline 
The societal police department desig-

nated the hotline numbers, 94000435 and
94000463 to receive calls from 9 am to 9
pm in total confidence by social workers
specialized in helping to solve family and
social problems in addition to receiving
calls about domestic violence.

KFSD inspects health centers
The Kuwait Fire Services Directorate

(KFSD) Ahmadi prevention center in coop-
eration with Ahmadi health area formed a
team to ensure that all governorate build-
ings meet the preventive conditions. The
department prepared a month-long sched-
ule to check all health centers in the gover-
norate including Adan hospital.

Foul play suspected
in Asian man’s death
Five-man car theft gang arrested

The five members of the car theft gang seen in this handout picture.

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s weapons detectives carried out crackdowns on unlicensed weapons’ possession in
Sabah Al-Nasser with participation from traffic, general security and security information sectors. 

— By Hanan Al-Saadoun
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KUWAIT: The 27th annual Pearl Dive Trip won
limitless support from His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the
Chairman of Kuwait Sea Sport Club (KSSC)
said. Addressing a press conference in Khairan
Monday night, Major General Fahad Al-Fahad
said:  “It’s a great honor for us, as club staffers,

members, teams and committees, to get the
kind patronage of His Highness the Amir for
this annual event.”

“Besides the traditional aim to revive the
maritime heritage, the journey aims this year
to deliver a message of patriotism and nation-
al unity to the youth, and reaffirm allegiance

to our leaders on the local and regional levels,”
he pointed out.

“We also seek to leverage the scientific
approaches to diving and pearl diving, and
promote awareness about the need to con-
serve marine life among the youths,” Major
General Fahad added. He thanked the Gulf

Bank for its platinum sponsorship of the event
and appreciated the support provided by Dar
Al-Khaleej Consulting Engineers, Kuwait Flour
Mills and Bakeries Co, Kuwait International Fair
(KIF), and Khairan Resort, as well as the con-
sumer cooperatives of Salmiya, Al-Roudha,
Hawalli and Qadsia.

He showcased the pearls picked by divers
since the start of the journey on August 6.
Nearly 200 divers and seamen take part in the
journey on a 12-ship flotilla dedicated by His
Highness the Amir. The mission will come to a
close on Thursday, August 13, at the KSSC in
Salmiya. —KUNA

KSSC head lauds Amir’s support to diving event
KUWAIT: Kuwaitis sail in traditional dhows during the annual pearl diving season yesterday off the port of Khairan, 100 kilometers south of Kuwait City. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Young divers are seen inside a traditional dhow during the annual pearl diving yesterday. A diver takes a short break during the trip.

KSSC Chairman Major General Fahad Al-Fahad inspects the pearl
harvest.

The pearls collected during the trip so far.

A Kuwaiti diver looking for pearls. Kuwaiti divers search for shells containing pearls during the annual
pearl diving trip.

A traditional dhow sails under the scorching sun. A diver raises the Kuwaiti flag on board of one of the participating ships. Kuwaiti divers look for pearls in shells they picked during the trip.



KUWAIT: Kuwait’s parliament recently approved two laws on
migrant domestic labor; one establishes a public-sharing
company that organizes the recruitment of domestic workers
and the second regulates workers, employers and recruiters.
While one law regulates recruitment agencies, the other
establishes a public domain for recruitment with no mention
of existing recruitment agencies. One Kuwaiti newspaper
questioned the rationale behind the simultaneous approval
of two laws with apparent contradictions over the regulation
of recruitment agencies.

The new laws introduce some positive changes, but core
issues remain insufficiently addressed or entirely ignored.
Comparing the law’s draft and official versions reveal a num-
ber of compromises. Overall, the new legislation suffers from
a lack of enforcement mechanisms.

The Good: Ambiguity and Practical 
Limitations on Enforcement 

Kuwait’s law offers a number of potentially positive
changes, but with few mechanisms for enforcement and
accountability. Other apparent improvements are tempered
by their limited reach and ambiguity; for example, the new
daily upper limit on working time is ‘12 hours...with rest time.”
Though this is significant - the first time Kuwait has estab-
lished maximum workings hours for domestic workers - it is
still in excess of the 8-hour workdays the majority of the labor
sector enjoys. The number and length of rest periods is also
undefined. The new law also grants workers a weekly rest day
but does not specify that the worker can spend this day at

their leisure or outside of the sponsor’s home.
In any case, there is virtually zero scope for enforcement

as workers are not guaranteed any avenues to report abuse.
Some workers struggle to secure regular communication that
might permit them to at least inform their families or
embassies of abuse - even then, the Kuwaiti government is
third-party to these reports.

The draft does reflect some positive changes in perspec-
tives towards domestic workers; draft language has been
changed from “served” and “servant” to “worker” and “employ-
er.” The law also prohibits agencies from advertising domestic
workers disrespectfully or based on religion, gender, color, or
cost. This represents one of the more progressive articles, as
discriminatory advertising is widespread and contributes to
the dehumanization and commodification of domestic work-
ers. Anti-discrimination laws specific to migrant workers, let
alone domestic workers, can be found nowhere else in the
Gulf.

While the law introduces the concept of overtime into the
sphere of domestic work, there are again few practical mech-
anisms for enforcement. There is no method of labor moni-
toring and workers have limited access to lodge complaints -
often their only contact is their recruitment agent, who more
often than not is concerned with pleasing the employer
rather than fairly resolving disputes. Though recruiters are
newly required to report issues to state agencies, again there
are no actual means of enforcement. The draft specified
penalties against recruitment agencies that do not inform the
domestic labor department of cases of abuse and disputes
but the final legislation omits these penalties, instead only
requiring agencies to attend to the department’s calls.

Additionally, the notion of overtime in this context seems
to normalize inhumanely long working hours as workers are
legally permitted to work up to 12 hours.

Workers and employers are obligated to sign standard
contracts issued by the Interior Ministry; the standard con-
tract is a welcomed step to ensure workers are aware of the
kind of work they can expect and compensation they will be
receiving. The law also proscribes a new minimum wage of
KD 45 monthly ($150) and requires money transfer receipts as
proof of timely payment of salaries. Employers must pay
workers KD10 for every delayed wage.

The domestic labor department at the Interior Ministry
will have the authority to extend workers’ residency to allow
them time to resolve disputes. The time period is not speci-
fied and it is not clear if “absconding” workers will be given
this extension and if the charges against them will be
dropped - as many abuses come to light only after a worker
has absconded and sought aid, this would be essential to
making the law viable. The US State Department’s 2014
Trafficking in Persons report makes note that this criminaliza-
tion of absconding migrants further restricts the movement
of domestic workers and render them particularly vulnerable
to forced labor.

The new law also exempts domestic workers from legal
fees in labor disputes and requires civil court to examine their
cases within a month of referral from the domestic labor
department.

The Bad: Workers are not
granted the right 

to change employers
under any condition.
As for housing, the new

law obligates employers to
provide “appropriate” hous-
ing with no further specifi-
cation or requirement for
privacy.  From the parlia-
ment’s discussion session,
legislators were clearly not
concerned with worker’s
privacy but rather trying to
think of a type of housing
“that is not the kitchen”
according to one MP.
Interestingly, the new leg-
islation does not specify
that a domestic worker
must live in the employer’s
house - parliament mem-
bers felt that the location
could not be specified
because (male) drivers are
domestic workers who
sometimes do not sleep or
reside inside the house.

Perhaps the most nega-
tive change made by the
parliament was to the arti-
cle relating to the confisca-
tion of passports. The par-
liament voted that the arti-
cle should allow employers
to “keep passport with
worker’s consent.” Consent
is a tricky concept in the
very unequal relationship
between sponsers and
workers and particularly
when workers are typically
uninformed of their right
to retain their passport or
otherwise unable to
decline. There are also no
penalties mentioned for
those who confiscate pass-
ports without workers con-
sent, despite its prohibition
under Kuwaiti  law. The
2014 TIP reports notes:

It remained uncommon
to find domestic workers
who took refuge in their
home -country embassy
shelters with their pass-

ports in their possession. The government remained reluc-
tant to prosecute Kuwaiti citizens for trafficking offenses.
Kuwaiti law enforcement treated cases of forced domestic
labor as administrative infractions, and punishment was limit-
ed to assessing fines, shutting down employment firms, issu-
ing orders for employers to return withheld passports, or
requiring employers to pay back-wages. In 2014, the MOI, in
partnership with an international organization, held an anti-
trafficking training.

Furthermore, workers would be hard-pressed to make any
official complaint about this practice, as it is the very confis-
cation of passports that often prevents workers from leaving
the employer’s home and seeking help.

The absence of meaningful input from civil society organi-
zations is just one reason the new law may fall short of tangi-
bly improving the conditions of domestic workers.  Domestic
work remains treated differently than other kinds of labor,
though the chasm has perhaps been bridged ever so slightly. 

— migrant-rights.org
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Special Report

Analysis: Kuwait’s new
laws for domestic workers

• The law obligates employers to
provide “appropriate” housing
with no privacy specification

• There are no penalties men-
tioned for those who confiscate
passports without workers con-
sent

Kuwait’s new domestic labor law, over two years and several

drafts in the making, has been welcomed with moderated

praise from much of the public. Though it is the Gulf’s first law

specific to domestic workers, how much can the conditions of

these workers really be expected to improve?

KUWAIT: Domestic helpers are seen in this Interior Ministry handout photo during a recent police crackdown on
domestic workers’ recruitment offices.

• Draft language has been changed
from “served” and “servant” to
“worker” and “employer”

• The law prohibits advertising
domestic workers disrespectfully
or based on religion, gender, col-
or, or cost.

• The law exempts domestic work-
ers from legal fees in labor dis-
putes 
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Arecurring claim by many Middle Eastern Muslims is
that their ancient civilizations laid the main founda-
tions that helped the West flourish today. According

to them, technological advancements in life today were indi-
rectly yet majorly conceived by the likes of Alkhawarizmi,
Avicenna and Ibn Khaldun, all products of the Abbasid
Empire. However, it is to be mentioned that applied science
by itself is incomplete, and democracy among peers, per-
haps was and still is the catalyst that drives the West to
achieve scientifically. As Arabs, we have the advantage of a
strategically-positioned land “fertile” with minerals and oil.
Why is democracy in the Arab world such a failed project?

Bias has unfortunately molded its way into becoming a
sort of a social value in the Arab world. The types of loyalty
seen are sectarian, ethnic, and tribal. It is true that loyalty
exists in every place, but the Arab rendition of it has reached
unparalleled extremes. For instance, there is wasta, and, with
wasta, what results is the unqualified “dethroning” the quali-
fied. With the unqualified comes the inevitable deterioration
of institutions. One of the main reasons that led to the fall of
the Ottoman Empire was its army that was weak due to the
heavy involvement of wasta in the recruitment process.

Wasta is everywhere in the Arab world. Wasta involves
making a process, such as a legal one, easier by utilizing a
certain connection. Thus, it is in one’s interest to forge and
maintain relationships because they produce the connec-
tions. With connections, there is wasta and with wasta, one is
powerful, respected, and allowed to work with little to no
conscience. With the lack of conscience, the institution dete-
riorates, and the exploiter is not challenged because he or
she will have wasta as protection as well. 

The West today is in continuous development because it
understands loyalty in its true colors. It believes in change
when it is known that the result will be positive. It appreciates
the aid of a foreigner in work and diversity in the workplace.
Ibn Khaldun said that the Islamic world takes a cyclic
approach. It follows a pattern in which a person declares a
vision, amasses a following, assumes leadership, initiates a
government, and makes use of property. However, over time,
descendants of the further generations try to trigger the
same cycle, but with negative interferences (such as wasta)
that end up wreaking havoc and corruption in the long run.

It is urgent for Arabs to start neglecting the approach to
entities like the Abbasid Empire and the Ottoman Empire as
pure history. Those empires need to be truly treated like
honorary parts in a legacy of teachings that, when combined
with the technological advancements today, will promote
the Arab world into a formidable and productive force
among its neighbors worldwide. 

Arabs and Democracy:
A Knot to be Tied

kuwait digest

By Bader Al-Mutawa

KUWAIT: Kuwait plans to develop four oil and gas
fields in the north as part of its longer term plans for
expanding output. Kuwait intends to increase output
to 4 million barrels per day by 2020, though delays in
the development of new upstream projects, a difficul-
ty attracting foreign investment (due to disagree-
ments on terms) and a recent shutdown of output
from the Divided Neutral Zone due to a disagreement
with Saudi Arabia, have hindered the objective. 

In the most recent project, Kuwait aims to add
120,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day, reports
MEED. Kuwait Oil Company invited companies Aug 9
to bid on the project. “The move is part of a drive to
compensate for lost production in the Divided Zone,
which is shared with Saudi Arabia and which saw its

oil and gas production reduced to zero earlier this
year amid an ongoing dispute over land use,” reports
MEED. 

Kuwait has more than an estimated 100 billion
barrels of proved oil reserves not counting the 5 bil-
lion barrels of proved reserves in the Divided Neutral
Zone, which is owned 50-50 with Saudi Arabia. 

But there are many challenges to opening new
fields. The Kuwait Constitution prohibits foreign
ownership of Kuwait’s natural resources. This limits
internat ional  o i l  companies  ( IOCs)  to  ‘ser v ice
provider’ roles as they are banned from exploring for
oil or strategic ownership of the fields themselves.
Kuwait has typically offered enhanced technical
service agreements. As a result, many international

oil companies have limited investments in Kuwait. 
KPC announced a $75-billion capital spending

plan over five years (2015-20) for the upstream sec-
tor ($40 billion) and the downstream ($35 billion)
sector, according to MEES. In efforts to continue eco-
nomic reform and funding for large infrastructure
projects, this plan encompasses some of the delayed
projects that were part of the five-year spending
plan expiring at the end of 2014. Kuwait intends to
upgrade its production and export infrastructure,
expand exploration, and build downstream facilities,
both domestically and abroad. According to the US
Energy Information Administration, to achieve its
2020 target, IOC investment and participation will be
necessary.

Kuwait looks to alternatives of neutral zone

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Youth
Affairs is keen on cultivating the
energy of the youth in Kuwait, pro-
viding them with means to develop
themselves on all possible levels, an
official said yesterday. Speaking on
the occasion of the International
Youth Day which is celebrated
today, official at the Ministry of
Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi said that the ministry had
launched and also collaborated with
other state institutes on several pro-
grams to serve the youth in Kuwait.

The ministry launched recently
the “Kuwait is listening” project
which aimed answering the youth’s
needs. The ministry also worked
with the ministry of education and
cooperative societies in launching
several youth oriented programs,
said Muatiri, noting that one of the
programs provided some 150,000

youth with 108 sports fields at a
minimum price.

The ministry also provided sup-
port to youth on various fields
including launching small-business-

es, financing artistic ventures, and
more, Mutairi said. He indicated
that the ministry was also keen on
combating violence amongst
youth, noting that recent programs

had led to the decrease of violence
in schools and the increase in aca-
demic achievements. The
International Youth Day is a UN des-
ignated event aimed at highlighting
youth issues.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the
Higher Council  for Arab Youth
(HCAY) Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud
Al-Malik Al-Sabah affirmed the sig-
nificance of nurturing the youth,
calling them pillars of change and
development. In a press statement
commemorating World Youth Day,
Sheikh Faisal underscored youth
contributions to societies world-
wide. Sheikh Faisal Al-Sabah, who
is also Farwaniya Governor, called
on governmental  and societal
organizations to offer persistent
support to the youth, which would
help hone their skills and create a
brighter tomorrow. —KUNA

Kuwait keen on cultivating
youth energy: official

Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud Al-Sabah

DETROIT: When Greg Kampe was enter-
ing Bowling Green in the mid-1970s, the
Vietnam war was ending and the mili-
tary was undesirable for his generation.
More than 40 years later, he’s getting his
chance to give something, however
small, to the US military.

The longtime Oakland basketball coach
was scheduled to leave on a 13-1/2-hour
flight to Kuwait on Monday night as one of
eight coaches for the Hardwood Classic
basketball tournament, on the 10th
anniversary of the inaugural Operation
Hardwood event.

“Tom Izzo did it and he told me it will
be life-changing,” Kampe told the Free
Press from Washington, DC, on Monday.
“So I’m excited, I can’t wait. ... This is the
best honor that I’ve ever received.”

Eight teams of military personnel will
be guided by the current and former
college coaches at Camp Arifjan in
Kuwait. The current coaches are Kampe,
Tulane’s Ed Conroy, Siena’s Jimmy Patsos
and Gary Stewart of Stevenson (Md.),
along with former head coaches Dino
Gaudio, Pete Gillen, Steve Lavin and
Reggie Minton.

The event is sponsored by the
Feherty’s Troops First Foundation, which
provides assistance to troops who have
been wounded while serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The basketball breakdown
will feature a reverse draft, with the
teams from all branches of the military
choosing their coach, then having a day
of practice, a day of scrimmages and
then a double-elimination tournament.

As much as Kampe loves his job -
after the eight-day trip, he’ll only have a
week back in Rochester before taking
the Golden Grizzlies to Spain - this
opportunity thrills him because of the
connection he can make with the troops.

On Monday afternoon, the coaches
interacted with injured veterans at a vis-
it to the Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.

Kampe met with one of the military’s
few four-amputee survivors, who fought
in Iraq. “To see him live was quite the
experience,” Kampe said.

In addition to coaching, there’s a pos-
sibility that the coaches could enter a
combat zone, if it’s secure enough, for
them to connect with the troops unable
to attend the games due to their
responsibilities.

Initial contact was made weeks ago
and then Kampe didn’t hear much for
awhile, not even knowing his departure
time until the past week.

Recently gear began showing up in
the mail - a military backpack and lug-
gage - and on Monday he was given a
military shirt with his name on it. “It’s

been very (regimented),” he said.
As one of the rookies - Minton is

making his sixth trip, Conroy fourth,
Lavin third and Gillen and Stewart are
repeat visitors - Kampe wasn’t sure what
to expect.

For all he knew, he would have held a
strap on a cargo plane for the flight’s
duration. That wasn’t the plan, but he
would have complied with whatever
they said, just for the experience. “I’m
excited,” he said. “I can’t wait.” 

—Detroit Free Press

US College basketball coach in
Kuwait for military tournament

TUCSON: Oakland University’s
head coach Greg Kampe watches
during the second half of an NCAA
college basketball game against
Arizona, Tuesday, December 16,
2014, in Tucson, Arizona —AP

A post made by head coach of
Oakland University’s basketball
team Greg Kampe on Twitter con-
firming his trip to Kuwait.

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) presented a check to the Kuwait Society for the Blind that contains financial con-
tributions collected during a Ramadan campaign to help print Holy Quran copies in Braille.

GENEVA: The World Health Organization
(WHO) lauded yesterday Kuwait’s support
in the global fight against polio. This came
in a letter from the WHO to the Permanent
Representative of Kuwait to the United
Nations and international organizations in
Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim.

The organization in the letter expressed
appreciation for the strong support from
Kuwait to the WHO’s decisions on polio
eradication in its annual conference.
Ghunaim stressed in a statement Kuwait’s
keenness to interact with all issues faced by
the World Health Organization, including
polio.

Kuwait’s support for the organization’s

programs succeeded in stopping the
spread of the virus to Syrian displayed chil-
dren in the neighboring countries, he
stressed. Polio was once a disease feared
worldwide, striking suddenly and paralyz-
ing mainly children for life.

WHO is a partner in the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative, the largest private-
public partnership for health, which has
reduced polio by 99 percent, polio now sur-
vives only among the world’s poorest and
most marginalized communities, where it
stalks the most vulnerable children. The ini-
tiative’s goal is to reach every last child with
polio vaccine and ensure a polio-free world
for future generations. —KUNA

WHO lauds Kuwait’s
support to fight polio

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) offered its golden sponsorship
for ‘Sirdab Lab’; a youth event that includes workshops, forums and training
courses. The sponsorship comes as part of NBK’s commitment to support
small and medium business entrepreneurs.

KUWAIT: The criminal court adjourned a
state security case in which a Kuwaiti stu-
dent in Jordan is a suspect until September
11 to give its verdict. The 23-year-old was
charged with participating in a hostile
action against Syria by joining the Nusra
Front and pledging allegiance to the organ-
ization and the group’s leader Amir Abu
Mohammad Al-Joulani, and joining a one
month training course on carrying arms,
hand grenades and fighting the Syrian
army after entering Syria through Turkey in
March. The public prosecution detained
the suspect for 10 days, but the renewal
judge released him.

Man stabs relative
Naeem police charged a bedoon man

with stabbing one of his relatives in front of
his house. A security source said a citizen
saw the victim in a pool of blood, so he
called police. The young man said that a
relative of his stabbed him following family
disputes and gave his name. The victim was
admitted to Jahra hospital intensive care
unit and his condition was described as sta-
ble following an operation.

Robbery
Farwaniya police are looking for thieves

who broke into an Egyptian man’s apart-
ment and stole KD 4,500 in gold and cash.
The Egyptian told police he discovered the
theft when he returned from work to find
his safe opened and gold worth KD 3,000
and KD 1,500 in cash were missing. The
thieves entered through the kitchen win-
dow, he said.

Stuck
A woman was trapped when her car got

stuck between the street barriers that lead
to Kuwait Zoo in Omariya. Farwaniya police
responded to the scene and rescued the
woman, but one policeman was injured
and taken to the hospital when a roaming
taxi collided with his patrol. 

Reckless driver
A Gulf national was arrested after he

tried to evade Jahra police and set his car
on fire so it would not be impounded. A
security source said a campaign against
reckless drivers resulted in the holding of
three cars, but one of them escaped from
police. The suspect then proceeded to his
house where he removed the tires of his
sports car and poured kerosene on the car
to set it on fire, but policemen arrested him
before it could happen. —Al-Anbaa

Court adjourns jihadist’s case

Kuwaiti Ambassador, Japanese
lawmaker meet, discuss ties

TOKYO: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan
Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi and member of
the Japanese House of Representative
(the Diet) Shinako Tsuchiya held a meet-
ing yesterday and discussed issues per-
taining to bilateral relations and means to
develop them.

Ambassador Otaibi affirmed Kuwait’s
interest in developing relations with Japan
on all possible domains, stressing the
strong ties linking the two countries.
Meanwhile, Tsuchiya said that Japan was
eager to develop relations with Kuwait,
lauding the longstanding ties between
Kuwait and Japan.

The Japanese lawmaker took the chance
to convey Japan’s condolences over those
killed in the recent attack on Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque in Kuwait, wishing for swift recov-
ery for those injured in the attack. She also
thanked Kuwait for its support to Japan

during and after the Tsunami and earth-
quake which hit the country on March
11th, 2011. —KUNA

TOKYO: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan
Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi with member of
the Japanese House of Representative
Shinako Tsuchiya. —KUNA
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FERGUSON: The racial flashpoint city of Ferguson
awoke under a state of emergency yesterday after a
second night of clashes between police and protest-
ers, a year after the shooting death of an unarmed
black teen. In unrest that erupted Monday evening
and stretched into the early hours, angry demonstra-
tors beat drums and chanted as they threw stones
and bottles. Police used pepper spray as they arrested
numerous demonstrators. 

“Officers are being hit with rocks and bottles. We
continue to support free speech, but agitators who
ignore orders to disperse risk arrest,” the St. Louis
County police department said in a tweet.

The protests came after unrest and a shootout in
Ferguson Sunday night on the first anniversary of the
fatal shooting of an unarmed young black man,
Michael Brown, by a white police officer.

As the new violence erupted, county officials
declared a state of emergency Monday afternoon,
but stopped short of declaring a curfew. St  Louis
County executive Steve Stenger said county police
would immediately take charge of “police emergency
management” in Ferguson and surrounding districts.

“In light of last night’s violence and unrest in the
city of Ferguson, and the potential for harm to per-
sons and property, I am exercising my authority as
county executive to issue a state of emergency, effec-
tive immediately,” he said in a statement.

His statement was issued as an 18-year-old was
charged in connection with the shootout on Sunday
following a day of mostly peaceful protests marking
the first anniversary of Brown’s shooting.

His death sparked a nationwide wave of outrage
and protest at police treatment of African Americans,

especially over criteria for use of lethal force. Tyrone
Harris is accused of first-degree assault on police offi-
cers, armed criminal action and shooting at a motor
vehicle, police said. Harris, from Northwoods, another
section of St. Louis County, remained in the hospital
Monday with wounds sustained in the shootout.

In St. Louis city center, more than 50 protesters
were arrested after climbing the barricade around a
federal courthouse during a midday demonstration,
local news media reported.

Media reports late Monday said protesters had
blocked a main highway, Interstate 70, just outside
Ferguson. Demonstrators were also arrested else-
where in town, including scholar and activist Cornel
West, Complex magazine reported.

After midnight a crowd of about 100 protesters
remained on the streets of Ferguson sometimes

squaring off with police. Hours later the tension had
subsided.

Looted shop a ‘wreck’ 
Sunday’s day of remembrance for Brown had

been peaceful until a handful of protesters grew row-
dy later in the evening. 

The gunfire followed the looting of at least two
businesses on a commercial strip around the corner
from where Brown fell. “I think it’s unfortunate that a
beautiful day of events ended like that,” said Dellena
Jones, whose hair salon was among the shops hit.

“Some people broke in to some of the businesses
on our lot, and so we are all here helping each other,”
she told AFP, adding that her shop had been turned
into “a wreck”.

Attorney General Loretta Lynch strongly con-

demned Sunday’s violence, as she spoke Monday at a
police union convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
“Not only does violence obscure any message of
peaceful protest, it places the community, as well as
the officers who seek to protect it, in harm’s way,” she
told the Fraternal Order of Police gathering.

St. Louis County Police Chief Jon Belmar said the
shootout started when four plainclothes detectives in
a van came under fire. AFP video showed a black man
lying face down on the ground in handcuffs, bleeding
profusely. Belmar declined to comment on the race of
the detectives.

Outrage over the police killings of Brown and oth-
er unarmed African Americans has been channeled
into a sustained nationwide movement, with the
social media hashtag #BlackLivesMatter becoming its
rallying cry. — AFP

Ferguson under state of emergency 
Night of protests brings confrontation, arrests

FERGUSON: Demonstrators, marking the one-year anniversary of the shooting of Michael Brown, protest along West Florrisant Street on Monday in Ferguson, Missouri. More than 100 people were arrested
yesterday during protests in Ferguson and the St. Louis area. Brown was shot and killed by a Ferguson police officer. His death sparked months of sometimes violent protests in Ferguson and drew nationwide
focus on police treatment of black offenders.  — AFP

ADEN: Saudi-backed forces loyal to
Yemen’s exiled government captured
more territory from Iran-backed rebels
yesterday as they pressed an advance
that has seen them retake large parts of
the war-torn country’s south.

Aid agencies voiced alarm over the
“catastrophic” humanitarian situation in
the impoverished nation, devastated by
months of fighting.

The gains by forces backing exiled
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi

have been aided by weapons and
troops from Gulf countries, as Saudi-led
coalition warplanes continue to pound
rebel positions. The “Popular Resistance
Committees”-comprising pro-govern-
ment fighters, Sunni tribes, and south-
ern separatists-seized overnight the
town of Utmah, about 100 kilometres
(60 miles) south of capital Sanaa, mili-
tary officials said.

The town is in the Shiite majority
province of Dhammar, which borders

Sanaa province, where Iran-backed
rebels have held the capital since
September.

Meanwhile, fierce clashes between
local pro-government militia and the
rebels rocked Arhab, just 25 kilometres
north of Sanaa, military sources said.

“Sanaa is the real target” of the
advancing pro-Hadi forces, said analyst
Mustafa al-Ani, from the Gulf Research
Centre. Complaining of marginalisation,
the Huthis descended from their north-
ern stronghold last year and seized
Sanaa unopposed before advancing on
second city Aden in March.

Pro-government troops have
launched a major counter-offensive in
recent weeks and recaptured four
southern provinces-Abyan, Aden, Daleh,
and Lahj-from rebel hands. They took
Loder, the last rebel-held town in
Abyan, late on Monday, and were
poised to enter the southern Shabwa
province.

Loyalist forces seized six towns in the
mountainous central Ibb province,
where local Sunni tribes have been
clashing with Huthi insurgents for
months, military officials said.

Taez key to capital 
The advance is heading toward third

city Taez, southwest of Sanaa.
Pro-government militia sources said

clashes were ongoing in the city itself,
which if recaptured would prove a
major fillip for Hadi loyalists.

The government’s Sabanew.net
website reported that 36 rebels were
killed in the fighting late Monday. The
sweeping victories in the south are a
result of the rebels pulling their forces
back to Taez, according to Yemeni ana-
lyst Abdulaziz al-Sabri. “Whoever wins
Taez wins all of Yemen,” he said.

Backed by Saudi-led air strikes, pro-
government forces have been battling
for months to restore Hadi, currently in
exile in Riyadh, to power. “The direct
intervention in the battle, especially of
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, in addition to the cover from
air, has completely shifted the balance
of power... and revealed the other side’s
weakness,” said analyst Ani.  

Military sources say the coalition has
provided Hadi’s supporters with mod-
ern heavy equipment in recent weeks,
including tanks and other armoured
vehicles as well as personnel carriers
and Yemeni soldiers trained in the king-
dom. One source last week reported the
deployment of “hundreds of soldiers
from Gulf countries” in Aden, while
Saudi-owned newspaper Al-Hayat
reported on August 3 that a total of
1,500 troops, most of them from the
UAE, had entered the city.— AFP

Gulf-backed government 
loyalists advance in Yemen

SANAA: Shiite rebels known as Houthis holds their weapons during a
rally against Saudi-led airstrikes in Sanaa, Yemen, yesterday. — AP
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ISTANBUL: Turkish warplanes yesterday carried out a
new wave of air strikes against Kurdish militants in the
southeast of the country in retaliation for a day of
bloody attacks that left six members of the security
forces dead.

The military bombed 17 targets of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in the southeastern
Hakkari province, destroying them all, the army said in
a statement.

The new wave of strikes carried out overnight
came after one of the bloodiest days of attacks in the
country since Turkey launched a relentless bombing
campaign against PKK targets late last month.  Ankara
is pressing a two-pronged “anti-terror” offensive
against Islamic State (IS) jihadists in Syria and PKK mili-
tants in northern Iraq and southeast Turkey following
a wave of attacks in the country.  But, so far, the air
strikes have overwhelmingly concentrated on the sep-
aratist Kurdish rebels who have responded by tearing
up a 2013 ceasefire and waging a bloody campaign
against the security forces.  On Monday, four Turkish
police officers were killed in a roadside bombing in
the southeastern Sirnak province while a Turkish sol-
dier was killed in a rocket attack on a military helicop-
ter.

Meanwhile, in Istanbul a senior police officer in
charge of the city’s bomb disposal department was
killed in clashes that followed a pre-dawn suicide
bombing. While the government blamed the PKK for

that attack, it was also claimed by a small leftist group,
the People’s Defence Units (HSB), on its Twitter feed.
The outlawed Marxist Revolutionary People’s
Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C) which the govern-
ment has on occasion linked to the PKK-claimed
another attack in Istanbul, a shooting on the US con-
sulate, which caused no casualties.  In new violence
overnight, a Turkish soldier was killed in a gun attack
on a military post in Sirnak, also blamed on the PKK.
According to an AFP toll, 29 members of the security
forces have been killed in violence linked to the PKK
since the current crisis began. 

‘Prevent civilian casualties’ 
The European Union and United States, which like

Turkey list the PKK as a terror group, have backed
Ankara’s right to strike against the militants but also
indicated a degree of concern about the magnitude of
the campaign.  “Our expectation is that Turkey is going
to take the necessary steps to prevent any civilian
casualties and to act in accordance with international
humanitarian law,” US State Department Spokesman
John Kirby said Monday.  The state-run Anatolia news
agency said over the weekend that so far 390 “terror-
ists” have been killed in the campaign against the PKK.
The Marxist-inspired PKK has waged a three decade
insurgency since 1984 for greater autonomy for
Turkey’s Kurds that has left tens of thousands dead.
The Kurds are by far Turkey’s biggest ethnic minority

and are often see as the world’s largest stateless peo-
ple, spread between Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria.

The government has also vowed to begin strikes
against IS jihadists in Syria alongside US forces who
have now started arriving to use the well-located
Incirlik air base in southern Turkey.

Washington has long been pushing its NATO ally
Turkey to step up the fight against IS, which Ankara
had been reluctant to do.  But Turkish officials have
vowed that a wider fight against the IS jihadists-them-
selves sworn enemies of the PKK-will start in the com-
ing days.

Closer to a government
Turkey still has no new government following June

7 legislative elections, where the party of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan lost its overall majority.  Prime
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu of the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu held a four-hour meeting Monday on a
coalition.  Negotiators said afterwards that the meet-
ing had been positive and a new meeting, which
could prove decisive, is expected later in the week.

Meanwhile, a key visit to Ankara by Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif that was expected to
discuss the Syria crisis was postponed at the last
minute, a Turkish official said. No reason was given for
the change of plan. — AFP

QUSRA: Armed men stopping cars at check-
points in the West Bank are usually Israeli securi-
ty forces policing the occupied territory, but in
some areas they are Palestinian civilians
patrolling their own villages. 

Fears of attacks by far-right Jews have
increased since a Palestinian man and his 18-
month-old son were killed when their house in
Duma village was set ablaze on July 31, giving
the farmers-turned-volunteer watchmen a
renewed sense of urgency.  “They used to break
glass, damage houses, and torch the mosque
and vehicles,” said Abed al-Atheim Adi, mayor of
the village of Qusra where locals have been
patrolling the streets at night since 2001. “The
youths in the village formed teams to defend
the rights of their children and families and pro-
vide more protection at night,” said Adi.  

Reuters accompanied a patrol in Qusra this
week. Watchmen, some of whom were masked,
carried cudgels and a pick-axe as weapons and
used a flashlight to peer into the dark fields on
the thorny plains near the city of Nablus.

They had no guns, perhaps fearing crack-
downs by the Israeli army, which, under interim
peace deals that set up the self-ruling
Palestinian Authority (PA) in the 1990s, has over-
all responsibility for security in the area.

In a nearby village, Turmus Ayya, residents
sometimes set up checkpoints on the access
road at night, where they question motorists
and search their vehicles. “The number of the
team members can be seven, 17 or 40, depend-
ing on who is free,” Adi said. “These teams don’t
get support or funding from anyone. The
Palestinian Authority promised to provide sup-
port, but nothing has happened.”

If an intruder is spotted, the watchmen
phone the village imam, who summons rein-
forcements over the mosque loudspeakers.

Escalation
Qusra was the scene of a run-in with a

group of Jewish settlers in January 2014.
Accusing the Israelis of throwing rocks at
them, villagers detained and beat them
before handing them over to the Israeli army.
A representative of the neighbouring Jewish
settlement of Esh Kodesh disputed the
Palestinians’ account, saying the Israelis were
set upon while on a hike in the area. Among
the settlers involved was Meir Ettinger, a far-
right Jewish activist who, following the Duma
arson, has been jailed without trial by Israeli
authorities scrambling to stem what they fear
is a surge in hate crimes. An Israeli military
spokesman had no immediate comment on
the self-defence patrols. One Israeli army gen-
eral, speaking to Reuters on condition of
anonymity, voiced cautious sympathy for the
villagers but also concern about possible
unanticipated flare-ups.

“Our special forces often carry out counter-
terrorism operations in the area, sometimes in
plainclothes disguises.  What happens if these
self-defence groups mistake them for vandals?
It’s a recipe for escalation,” the general said.

Adi voiced confidence in the restraint of
the Qusra watchmen. “In the last four years
they haven’t experienced any mistakes, and
the minute they see the (Israeli) army operat-
ing in the village the team members stay
home,” he said. The village vigilantes pose a
dilemma for the Palestinian Authority, which
coordinates West Bank security with Israel.

“These (self-defence) teams in the West
Bank have so far received no support from the
PA, but I hope that the PA will soon make a
decision to support them,” Ghassan Daghlas,
the authority official who monitors settlement
activity in the Nablus area said. — Reuters

Palestinian vigilantes patrol 
amid fear of more arson attacks

GENEVA: Rival Libyan factions were
set to resume peace talks yesterday
after a partial deal was reached last
month, but hopes for a lasting cease-
fire remain dim without the support
of key power brokers. 

The negotiations at the United
Nations in Geneva are being hosted
by UN envoy Bernardino Leon, who
said the accord signed in Morocco on
July 11 was an impor tant step
towards ending four years of deadly
chaos.   That deal was backed by
members of Libya’s internationally-

recognised parliament based in the
eastern port city of Tobruk, as well as
members of other political parties,
civil society and local officials. 

But it  was boycotted by the
Islamist-aligned General National
Congress (GNC), which was installed
in Tripoli by a powerful militia alliance
that seized the capital last year. 

The UN has not yet confirmed
those attending the latest round of
talks and it was not immediately clear
if any GNC representatives had trav-
elled to Geneva. But experts said that

even if the GNC commits to the UN
dialogue, a durable ceasefire could
remain elusive. 

“ There may be a disconnect
between the negotiators and those
fighting,” said Frederic Wehrey, a
North Africa specialist at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.

The UN-backed talks include “fairly
influential people”, and may ultimate-
ly lead to the declaration of a
prospective ceasefire, he said. 

But he warned that without “a sep-
arate (negotiation) track for these

armed groups”, stopping the blood-
shed could prove impossible. 

Libya has been plagued by near
relentless violence since the 2011
overthrow of Moamer Kadhafi. 

With the country deeply fractured-
including two parliaments vying for
power and a slew of armed groups
battling for control of the country’s oil
wealth-the UN hopes to forge a unity
government that can ease the vio-
lence. 

The West “may see the negotia-
tions process as a path to ‘stability’

rather than peace necessarily,” said
Fadil Aliriza, a Libya specialist at the
London-based Legatum Institute.

“But it’s hard to imagine how polit-
ical figures with dubious popular sup-
port and minimal control over their
armed forces can bring peace to a
fractured country.

“Even if  GNC comes on board,
which is anyone’s guess, the interna-
tional community’s focus on getting a
unity government doesn’t f ix the
sources of conflict,” he told AFP in an
email.  —AFP

Rival Libya factions resume peace talks in Geneva

Turkey warplanes bomb 17 PKK 
targets after deadly attacks

Istanbul’s bomb disposal officer killed in clashes 

PARIS: France’s scramble to confirm the reported
killing in Syria of a key Islamic State recruiter
shows the headache authorities face in pinning
down evidence of jihadists’ deaths, which may be
fabricated for strategic reasons, experts say.

Since Saturday, rumours have swirled about
the purported death of Omar Diaby, alias Omar
Omsen, who set up a French-speaking network of
jihadists in Syria and played a big part in broad-
casting Internet propaganda. “Checks are in
progress,” said French Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve, who said the supposedly dead man
was a “very significant recruiter” of young French
would-be jihadists.

Authorities are being cautious because so
many announced deaths have turned out to be
spread fictitiously to allow people to lie low.
Frenchman David Drugeon, a young convert to
Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and then Syria, was
recently pronounced dead in an American drone
attack, before it was disproved.

“We just can’t confirm the deaths of people
out there,” Alain Chouet, a former French spy
chief, told AFP. “You need either to collect DNA or
have reliable witnesses. But in these cases, we
have neither. And we won’t get them either,”
added Chouet.

Much of the problem, according to Chouet,
lies in the impossibility of getting spooks on the
ground in areas controlled by the Islamic State
group in Iraq and Syria.

“In terms of access on the ground, I don’t think
we have any or that anyone has any. Far too dan-
gerous,” said Chouet. Western spy agencies have
“no capacity to investigate or cross-check”.

‘Not like the movies’ 
Another former head of an intelligence serv-

ice, who requested to remain anonymous, agreed
that the real problem in confirming jihadists’
deaths was a lack of human resources.

“Getting agents in there who can say ‘he’s still
alive, I saw him’ is impossible. Too dangerous. Real
life is not like the movies,” said the source.

“The best-case scenario is to be able to talk to
double-agents, people who, without knowing
who they are talking to, offer up information.
Alternatively there are jihadists who come back
and agree to talk.”

In the absence of such hard information, secu-
rity services rely heavily on gathering intelligence
electronically. “We bundle up a whole load of
information: for example, telephone numbers.
We watch them. If, suddenly, they go quiet, they
could be dead,” said the former spymaster.

However, targets often work out that they are
being watched and go into “radio-silence” mode.
“They’re not stupid,” he said.

Authorities also wait until they are absolutely
sure before announcing the death of a key target,
not making it official until either the body has
been seen or DNA samples have confirmed the
death beyond doubt. “That was the case with
(Osama) bin Laden. The Americans had the body,
but they collected the DNA from a member of his
family to make sure it was him and not a double,”
said the former secret agent.

Governments have to be especally careful as it
may be particularly convenient for some poten-
tial targets to be thought of as dead.

“Seeing that Islamic State is losing ground mil-
itarily, quite a few foreigners, French, British or
Chechen want to play dead, to be able to disap-
pear,” said Chouet.

“They can ask their buddies to put it out on
the social networks: ‘the poor guy is dead’. But it
could just be that we’re being played.” He cited
the case of Taleban leader Mullah Omar, who was
confirmed dead by the militants last week after
years of fevered speculation about his fate. “The
only thing we can say for sure is: one day it will be
true,” joked Chouet. — AFP

Jihadists’ deaths often 
greatly exaggerated

RAMALLAH: Palestinian protesters hold portraits of Khalida Jarrar, a member of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), who has been detained in an
Israeli prison since April 2 as an alleged “security risk”, during a demonstration in the
West bank city of Ramallah yesterday in solidarity with Palestinian prisoners on
hunger strike in Israeli jails. — AFP 

SILOPI: Hulya Aydin, seated left, the mother of Turkish police special operations officer Sahin Polat Aydin, one of the four officers killed Monday
in a landmine attack attributed to militants of  the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, in Silopi, southeastern Turkey, other relatives and officers
pray as they attend a ceremony in Ankara, yesterday. — AP

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s parliament yesterday
unanimously approved Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi’s reform programme
aimed at curbing the corruption and
government waste that sparked wide-
spread anger and weeks of protests.

Abadi on Sunday proposed a series
of measures to combat graft, stream-
line the government and improve serv-
ices after the protests and a call from
Iraq’s top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani for drastic change.  But
both Abadi’s reform programme and an
additional l ist of measures also
approved by parliament only outline
steps to be taken. Actually implement-
ing them will be a difficult process
fraught with potential political and
legal challenges.

“It was unanimously approved,” par-
liament speaker Salim al-Juburi
announced to applause after the vote,
which was held without a debate as
soon as the plan was read in a session
attended by 297 of 328 MPs.  Abadi
issued a statement congratulating the
Iraqi people on the passage of the plan
and pledging “to continue the path of
reform even if it costs me my life”.

Later in the day, the premier called
in another statement for the country’s
anti-corruption body to present the

names of those suspected of wrongdo-
ing so they can be prevented from leav-
ing the country and referred to the
judiciary.  One of the most drastic of
Abadi’s reform proposals, which were
approved by the cabinet on Sunday,
was a call for the posts of vice president
and deputy prime minister to be elimi-
nated “immediately”.

UN welcomes reforms 
Abadi’s plan also calls for an end to

unofficial but prevalent “political and
sectarian quotas” for senior officials, for
increased oversight to prevent corrup-
tion, and for services to be improved.

Juburi had urged MPs to sign off on
the reforms, but said that a “comple-
mentary” parliamentary reform plan

was needed to add to and “adjust”
Abadi’s measures in keeping with the
law and the constitution.  That plan
overlaps with Abadi’s proposals on var-
ious points, while adding others.

New measures include calling for
“negligent and corrupt” ministers to be
presented for no-confidence votes, the
“activation” of a law providing for the
removal of excessively absent MPs, and
limits of two terms for the premier,
president and parliament speaker.

The parliamentary plan was also
read and approved without debate,
and the session-most of which was tak-
en up by the reading of the two plans-
ended some 30 minutes after it began.

The acting head of the UN Iraq mis-
sion, Gyorgy Busztin, said in a state-
ment that he welcomed Abadi’s reform
proposals. Busztin said that dissatisfac-
tion over corruption “can be manipu-
lated by terrorist groups for their own
ends,” at a time when the country is
battling to regain ground from
jihadists from the Islamic State group.
The approval is a victory for Abadi, but
the question now becomes how thor-
oughly the measures will be imple-
mented, and what politicians and oth-
er officials may do to try to thwart
them.— AFP

Iraq parliament approves 
PM’s anti-corruption plan

BAGHDAD: Iraqis watch the news on TV at a cafe in the capital
Baghdad yesterday, after parliament unanimously approved Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi’s reform programme aimed at curbing cor-
ruption. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: A court challenge over the difficult
process for airline passengers to remove their
names from the US government’s list of suspected
terrorists banned from flying is taking an unexpect-
ed twist, now focusing on the mysterious ways fed-
eral agents add passenger names to the no-fly list in
the first place.

The latest filing in a five-year federal case chal-
lenges the government’s undisclosed method of
predicting who might commit a terrorist act in the
future. The case could provide a glimpse into the
government’s secret practices based on details
about an airline passenger’s friendships, travels,
financial transactions and more.

Plaintiffs in the case, represented by the
American Civil Liberties Union, want the govern-
ment to provide all the reasons, including evidence,
why they are on the no-fly list, a roster of tens of
thousands of people banned from flying to, from,

within or over the US. They want to challenge those
reasons in a court hearing.

As a result of the lawsuit filed in Portland,
Oregon, the Obama administration came up with a
new policy earlier this year to tell some Americans
whether and why they were on the list. These
changes partially lifted a veil of secrecy enshroud-
ing a policy that has been a centerpiece of the gov-
ernment’s counterterrorism efforts since the
September 2001 terror attacks. But the govern-
ment’s vague justifications and lack of details about
its predictive formula are reminders of just how
much opacity exists in US counterterrorism policies.

And for good reason, the government has said:
Disclosing details and evidence about why the US
thinks someone is likely to carry out a terrorist act
would compromise ongoing investigations, jeop-
ardize national security and defeat the purpose of
the no-fly list. Placement on the list, the govern-

ment said in a May court filing, “requires predictive
assessments about conduct that may or may not
occur in the future.”

Risk assessments predicting future behavior are
becoming more common in criminal justice systems
across the country. But the ACLU said those risk
assessments used in the states and even some fed-
eral systems are based on scientific models, and
most people undergoing the assessment have been
at least charged with a violent crime. Some people
on the no-fly list have neither been charged with a
terror-related crime nor any crime. Some may not
even be the subject of a current FBI investigation.

Risk-assessment experts supporting the plaintiffs
said in court filings that even if the government has
a formula, terrorist incidents are so few, an assess-
ment tool used to predict who will engage in terror-
ism is unlikely to be very accurate.

The Justice Department declined to comment

beyond the government’s previous court filings. The
government has said that there are specific criteria
for being placed on the no-fly list: A person must
pose a threat of carrying out an act of international
or domestic terrorism involving an aircraft, or a ter-
rorist act “with respect to the homeland,” or a terror
act against a U.S. facility or personnel overseas, or
pose a threat of carrying out a terror act and is also
“operationally capable” of doing so.

And while those criteria are more specific than
what the government had disclosed publicly in pre-
vious years, they don’t go far enough to explain why
an American is on the no-fly list, the ACLU said.
“What on earth does it mean to be a threat of some-
thing?” asked ACLU attorney Hina Shamsi. Not hav-
ing these details leaves the process open to discrim-
inatory and arbitrary decision-making, she said. She
called the government’s standard “we know it when
we see it.” — AP

No-fly list case could shed light on US terror predictions

KIEV: Ukraine vowed yesterday to use all weapons at its
disposal to withstand an alleged new pro-Russian rebel
advance that added urgency to a goodwill visit by
Britain’s defence secretary.  Kiev accused the eastern
separatist fighters of launching another missile assault
north of Mariupol-a government-held port that pro-
vides a land bridge between rebel territories and the
Russian-occupied Crimea peninsula.  “We will use our
entire arsenal and all the means at our disposal to beat
back the enemy’s assault,” Ukrainian military spokesman
Vladyslav Seleznyov told AFP.

“We cannot risk the lives of our soldiers,” said the top
Kiev army representative. “The rebels used to launch
Grad missile attacks on a rare occasion. Now, it is an
everyday occurence.”

The militias accused Kiev’s pro-Western forces of
being responsible for the latest flareup along east
Urkaine’s 500-kilometre (300-mile) front.  A top insur-
gency leader accused Ukraine’s army of firing 500 mor-
tar shells and rockets at rebel positions since Monday
afternoon.  He reported the death of one militia mem-
ber and a civilian in the separatist Donetsk province.

“The Ukrainian armed forces have boosted their

presence around Mariupol by another 1,000 service-
men,” rebel commander Eduard Basurin told the sepa-
ratists’ official news site.

“They have sent up to 2,000 marines to reinforce
their positions” in villages around the rebel stronghold
of Donetsk.  Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said
in May that Kiev’s fighting contingent in the war zone
included 50,000 soldiers and volunteers.  The rebels
have not revealed the size of their fighting force. They
have joined Moscow in firmly denying Poroshenko’s
claim that up to 9,000 Russian special forces are backing
the separatists.

Hot war 
The two self-proclaimed republics of Donetsk and

Lugansk launched their armed uprising shortly after the
February 2014 ouster of a Moscow-backed president in
Kiev. The clashes have killed more than 6,800 people
and sent Moscow’s relations with the West plunging to
their lowest point since the Cold War.  The crisis has also
left 1.4 million people homeless and sent Ukraine’s
economy-heavily dependent on exports from the coun-
try’s industrial east-into a tailspin.

The West is still pinning hope on a February truce
agreement that has often been ignored but which has
also kept fighting limited to a handful of flashpoints.

British Defence Secretary Michael Fallon met
Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk in Kiev yes-
terday before travelling to the nationalist west of the for-
mer Soviet country. “We will continue to stand shoulder
to shoulder with you in the face of Russian aggression,
in the face of Russian-directed insurgency and in the
face of Russian-inspired terrorism,” Fallon said in com-
ments dubbed over into Ukrainian by Kiev TV.

“The conflict has not settled into a frozen war: It is
quite ‘red hot’,” he was further quoted as saying by
Yatsenyuk’s office.  Fallon is due to oversee how British
military trainers are progressing in their efforts to train
around 650 Ukrainian soldiers for modern warfare.  The
United States and NATO members have redoubled their
efforts to prepare the poorly-equipped force for a possi-
ble invasion from Russia-a giant neighbour that denies
any involvement in eastern Ukraine’s 16-month revolt.

Russia has called such Western steps as confronta-
tional and staged its own war games along the
Ukrainian border throughout the year. — AFP

Ukraine vows to use ‘entire 
arsenal’ against rebels

Clashes have killed more than 6,800 

JERSEY CITY: Donald Trump returned to Fox
News yesterday morning for the first time since
attacking the network’s Megyn Kelly in the wake
of her tough questioning of the GOP candidate for
president during the party’s first debate.

But he made no mention of Kelly or her ques-
tions during his brief phone interview with “Fox & 

Friends” host Steve Doocy, making only pass-
ing reference to his brouhaha with the network,
saying that they’d “always been friends.”

Trump and Fox News, one of the most power-
ful voices in Republican and conservative circles,
had been in a bitter feud since last week’s presi-
dential debate. While he leads recent polls, the for-
mer reality television star had drawn heated criti-
cism from many in his own party for saying Kelly
had “blood coming out of her eyes, blood coming
out of her wherever” during the debate.

The feud seemed to thaw Monday after the
network’s chairman, Roger Ailes, reached out to
Trump directly and assured him that he’d be “treat-
ed fairly” by the network, Trump tweeted Monday.

“As far as I’m concerned, I’m fine with it,” Trump
said in a freewheeling, 30-minute interview with
CNN’s “New Day” when asked about the flap after
concluding his interview with Fox.

The CNN conversation was much more heated,
as host Chris Cuomo pressed Trump on his lack of

specific policy proposals since declaring his presi-
dential run. His campaign has said it plans to
unveil new policy plans soon. 

“They want me to come up with a 10-point
plan, a 14-point plan, a 20-point plan. It doesn’t
necessarily work that way,” said Trump, who
argued that, in business, flexibility is key.

Asked about how he would achieve his goal of
simplifying the tax code, Trump responded:
“Here’s what you can do: You can have a fair tax,
you can have a flat tax, or you can leave the sys-
tem alone, which is probably the simplest at this
point, leave the system alone and take out deduc-
tions and lower taxes and do lots of really good
things, leaving the system the way it is.”“And I
know exactly what I want to do, I just don’t want
to announce it yet,” he added. “I’m just not pre-
pared to tell you right now.”

He also embraced the idea that he is a “fabu-
lous whiner,” as suggested by a newspaper colum-
nist. “I am the most fabulous whiner,” he declared.
“And I keep whining and whining until I win.” On
both shows, Trump refused once again to rule out
a third-party run.  “We’re going to keep the door
open, we’re going to see what happens,” he said
on Fox. “I want to run as a Republican But I do
want to keep that door open in case I don’t get
treated fairly.” — AP

MONTREAL: Canada’s federal Liberal Party leader Justin Trudeau delivers remarks
during an electoral meeting in Montreal, yesterday. Canadians go to the polls in a
national election on October 19, 2015. —   AFP 

KIEV: British Defence Secretary Michael Fallon (2L, top) speaks to journalists after military exercises on the shooting range of Ukrainian forces
near Ghytomyr, some 150 km west of Kiev, yesterday. The Defence Secretary announced further enhancements of the UK training programme
for Ukrainian armed forces while visiting the country. — AFP 

Donald Trump returns
to Fox News after flap

LOWER LAKE: A wildfire that erupted near a
destructive blaze in Northern California’s rural,
rocky hills expanded farther. The blaze had
burned 9 square miles by Monday afternoon, the
California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection said. It broke out several miles away
from the community of Lower Lake Sunday
afternoon and quickly spread.

Evacuations have been ordered for the fire
that ignited Sunday and doubled in size
overnight. Authorities couldn’t say how many
homes were evacuated or how many people
were told to be prepared to flee. Containment of
the fire about 100 miles north of San Francisco
was not in sight. Firefighters and air tankers bat-
tling the bigger nearby fire were reassigned to
attack the new blaze. No homes have been
destroyed and no injuries have been reported.
Meanwhile, firefighters have nearly surrounded
the larger blaze that started about two weeks
ago and burned 109 square miles.

That fire destroyed 43 homes, but all evacua-
tions have been lifted. Students in the
Middletown Unified School District could start
classes next Tuesday, but it might be later
depending on where the fire burns.

Fire officials are investigating the causes of
both fires. There have been five arson arrests
related to smaller fires in five weeks. Here’s a look
at other wildfires burning up Western states:

Evacuations lifted
Authorities lifted evacuation orders for most

of the 1,000 homes threatened by a wildfire near
the Arizona-California line, one of several blazing
across the tinder-dry West. The fire in Arizona’s
Mohave Valley area chewed through 10 square
miles and remained uncontrolled Monday.

Evacuation orders were lifted for 900 homes
after crews made solid efforts in protecting them
and conditions became more favorable, said
Byron Steward, Mohave County emergency
management coordinator. The wildfire broke out
Saturday in the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge.
Authorities say it has burned 11 homes but it
was not known if they were damaged or
destroyed. The fire’s cause is under investigation.

Motor-home blaze sparks wildfire
A motor-home fire-turned-wildfire in rural

Riverside County has surged to about 500 acres,

forcing evacuations and leaving one person with
a burn injury and three firefighters with minor
injuries. The blaze off State Route 74 near Anza
started as a motor home blaze that spread to
vegetation on Monday afternoon.

State fire officials say one person from the
motor home had serious burns, but only to
about 3 percent of their body. Three firefighters
were taken to hospitals with minor injuries suf-
fered while taking  on the blaze.   

Residents of five streets in the area have been
told to evacuate, but it’s not clear how many
homes or people are affected.  The fire is about
halfway between Temecula and Palm Desert. It’s
10 percent contained. 

Firefighters killed
A US Forest Service firefighter was killed in

the Lake Tahoe area after he was struck by a tree
while battling a wildfire - the second firefighter
killed in a California blaze since the summer wild-
fire season got underway.

Michael Hallenbeck, 21, of Shingle Springs,
California, was hit Saturday during the initial
attack on a fire that broke out south of the Echo
Summit mountain pass. On July 30, a firefighter
was killed by a wildfire in the Modoc National
Forest while he scouted  the area for ways to
fight the blaze. Forest Service firefighter David
Ruhl, of Rapid City, South Dakota, had been on
temporary assignment since June in California.

On Sunday, hundreds of people turned out in
Rapid City to pay their respects at a procession
and memorial service for Ruhl. Forest Service
Associate Chief Mary Wagner attended, saying
Ruhl’s death was “felt by every member of the
Forest Service.”

Elsewhere in the west
Overcast skies and higher humidity helped fire

crews get a preliminary line around a wildfire in
Lewis County, Washington. Evacuations have
been lifted, and there have been no reports of
injuries. While the cooler weather is helping fire-
fighting efforts, crews are keeping an eye on
thunderstorms that are in the forecast for later
Monday. Fire crews are working to control a blaze
that has spread across nearly 2 square miles on
Oahu, Hawaii, and led to evacuations. No struc-
tures were damaged Monday. Part of Highway
270 closed when a pile of timber caught fire.— AP

Wildfire burning near 
massive blaze expands

BAMAKO:  A deadly hostage drama at a Mali hotel in
which 13 people died-including five UN workers-was
claimed yesterday by fighters linked to the notorious
one-eyed Algerian jihadi leader Mokhtar Belmokhtar.

A radical associated with militant Malian Islamic
leader Amadou Koufa said he gave his “blessing” for the
attack on the Byblos Hotel in the central town of
Sevare.

Koufa has ties to Belmokhtar-known as “The
Uncatchable”-the former head of Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) who now leads his own
extremist Al-Murabitoun group. “The hand of Allah has
guided the mujahedeen of Sevare against the enemies
of Islam,” Souleyman Mohamed Kennen told an AFP
reporter in Bamako during a brief telephone interview.

The stand-off with the hostage-takers, which began

early Friday, ended nearly 24 hours later when Malian
troops stormed the hotel. Souleyman claimed the
group was also behind the killing of three Malian sol-
diers on Monday when their vehicle hit an improvised
explosive device close to Diabozo, near Sevare.  Four
other troops were wounded, the government said.

Jihadist attacks long concentrated in the north of
Mali-where extremists linked to AQIM still exercise
much control-began spreading to the centre of the
country earlier this year, even as far south as the bor-
ders with Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso in June.

US air strike 
The US said it targeted Belmokhtar in an air strike in

the Libyan desert the same month, but AQIM denied
reports its former leader had been killed. Investigators
said Monday they found phone numbers and addresses
on the bodies of the “terrorists” killed in the Sevare hotel
which suggested they were affiliated with the Macina
Liberation Front (FLM), a new Islamic extremist group
drawn from the Fulani people of central Mali.

“At this stage there is no formal proof that it was the
Macina Liberation Front, but strong suspicions point to
this group that has been seeking notoriety at all costs,”
she said.  But a regional security source told AFP there is
“much coming and going between all these groups. In
claiming responsibility for the Sevare attack, Souleyman
is also speaking for the other jihadi groups,” he said.

Bullet-riddled walls 
The Byblos Hotel was in ruins after the siege with

bullet-riddled walls, doors torn from their hinges and
sheets and pillows stained with blood, images
obtained by AFP showed. Details of the deadly stand-
off emerged on Monday with the family of one of the
victims saying he had been sending them messages on
WhatsApp during the shootout.— AFP

Mali hotel attack claimed by 
fighters linked to Belmokhtar

SEVARE: A picture taken on August 8, 2015 shows two men ouside the bullet-riddled Byblos
Hotel in Sevare, days after an attack killed 13 people. A deadly hostage drama at the Mali
hotel in which 13 people died — including five UN workers — was claimed on August 11 by
fighters linked to the notorious one-eyed Algerian jihadi leader Mokhtar Belmokhtar. — AFP
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KYUSHU: People stage a rally against the restarting of the nuclear reactor outside the gates of the Kyushu Electric Power Sendai nuclear power
plant in Satsumasendai, Kagoshima prefecture, on Japan’s southern island of Kyushu yesterday. Japan switched on the nuclear reactor yester-
day, ending a two-year shutdown in the energy-hungry country that was sparked by public fears following the 2011 Fukushima crisis, the worst
atomic disaster in a generation. — AFP

TOKYO:  Japan yesterday restarted its nuclear
power programme after a shutdown triggered
by the 2011 Fukushima crisis, as the government
pushes to return to a cheaper energy source
despite widespread public opposition. 

Utility Kyushu Electric Power turned on a
reactor at Sendai, about 1,000 kilometres (620
miles) southwest of Tokyo, at 10:30 am (0130
GMT).  The 31-year-old reactor-operating under
tougher post-Fukushima safety rules-was
expected to reach full capacity around 11:00 pm
yesterday and would start generating power by
Friday.

Commercial operations would begin early
next month, a company spokesman said. The
restart comes more than four years after a
quake-sparked tsunami swamped cooling sys-
tems and triggered reactor meltdowns at the
Fukushima plant, prompting the shutdown of
Japan’s stable of 50 reactors and starting a
pitched battle over the future use of atomic
power.

The accident sent radiation over a wide area
and forced tens of thousands from their homes-
many of whom will likely never return-in the
worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl in 1986.
Decommissioning of the crippled Fukushima
reactors is expected to take decades and com-
pensation expenses-excluding the cost of the
site’s cleanup-now top $57 billion.

Anti-nuclear sentiment still runs high in
Japan and television showed protesters scuffling
with police in front of the plant, which is on the
southernmost main island of Kyushu. 

Among the 200 protesters was Naoto Kan,
prime minister at the time of Fukushima and
now a high-profile anti-nuclear activist. He said
the failure of pro-atomic premier Shinzo Abe to
cancel the restart “cannot be forgiven”.  The
resource-poor nation, which once relied on
nuclear power for a quarter of its electricity,
restarted two reactors temporarily to feed its
needs after Fukushima. But they both went
offline by September 2013, making Japan com-

pletely nuclear-free for about two years.

‘Safety first’ 
The country adopted stricter safety regula-

tions to avoid a repeat of the accident, including
more backup prevention measures and higher
tsunami-blocking walls in some areas. “It is
important to restart reactors one by one from the
perspective of energy security, the economy and
measures against global warming, but safety
always comes first,” Industry Minister Yoichi
Miyazawa told reporters..  Yukio Edano, a senior
member of the opposition Democratic Party of
Japan who criticised Abe for taking a holiday near
Mount Fuji yesterday, said the restart was ill-
advised and “trampled on the grave sacrifice seen
in Fukushima”.  Strengthened safety measures are
key to Abe’s bid to get some of about four dozen
reactors back up and running. The government
wants nuclear power to generate up to 22 per-
cent of Japan’s electricity needs by 2030, a lower
percentage than before Fukushima.—AFP

Japan ends nuclear shutdown 
sparked by Fukushima crisis

Anti-nuclear sentiment still runs high 

KATHMANDU:  Nepal sent in hundreds
of police reinforcements yesterday to a
troubled western region as anger flared
over the police killing of two demonstra-
tors during a protest against the new
constitution.

Schools, shops and factories were
closed in the town of Surkhet, the day
after the two protesters were killed
when police opened fire in a bid to fend
off an attack on the home of a local law-
maker.

Fresh demonstrations were also
being held by protesters opposed to
plans to divide the midwestern region
into two provinces under a draft consti-
tution that seeks to restructure Nepal as
a federal state.

“Hundreds of security forces have
been deployed in Surkhet and surround-
ing areas in case the situation turns hos-
tile,” said national police spokesman
Kamal Singh Bam.

Bam said that police had opened fire
on Monday after the protests in Surkhet
had turned violent.

“After crowds started attacking the
house of a local MP and tried to van-
dalise offices yesterday, we were forced
to use firepower and two protesters
were killed in the firing,” he told AFP.

Under the proposed new constitu-

tion, which has been held up for years
by political wrangling, Nepal will be
divided into six provinces.

An agreement on the borders of the
new provinces was struck at the week-
end, after April’s devastating earthquake
helped bring a halt to the seemingly
endless bickering between rival parties.

But the proposals have caused con-
sternation in several parts of the coun-
try, including in the southern plains and
the midwest.

“Our demand for an undivided mid-
west remains strong,” said Tej Bikram
Basnet, a teacher who joined the latest
protest in Surkhet yesterday.

“We want to keep today’s protest
peaceful and don’t want things to get
out of hand like yesterday,” Basnet
added. Surkhet, located 375 kilometres
(230 miles) west of Kathmandu, is the
capital of the midwestern region, which
includes 15 districts. Lawmakers began
work on a new national constitution in
2008 following a decade-long Maoist
insurgency that left an estimated 16,000
people dead and brought down the
monarchy.

But parties were unable to reach
agreement and the resulting uncertainty
left Nepal-one of the world’s poorest
countries-in political limbo. —AFP

New protests after clashes 
over Nepal constitution

KATHMANDU: Nepalese activists from marginalised Tharu community take part in a
torch rally against the division of Tharu-majority districts in the country’s proposed
federal structure in Kathmandu yesterday. Nepal Prime Minister Sushil Koirala and
other political leaders have appealed for calm as anger flared across the country
against a new draft constitution. —AFP 
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In Jan-Mar 2015, the main partner country for non-
oil exports was UAE with KD 68.4 million, followed by
China (KD 62.6 million) and Saudi Arabia (KD 53.9 mil-
lion), it stated. The top country for Kuwait’s imports was
China (KD 402.5 million), followed by the United States
of America (KD 229.4 million), UAE (KD 200 million) and
Japan (KD 153.1 million), it pointed out.

Compared to the same quarter of the previous year,

exports to GCC countries were KD 168.9 million, a 20.3
percent increase, it said, adding the share of the GCC
countries was 4.2 percent in Jan-Mar 2015, while it was
1.9 percent in Jan-Mar 2014. During the same period,
25.7 percent of imported products were industrial sup-
plies. Compared to the same period in the previous
year, imports of food and beverages increased by 4.5
percent, industrial supplies increased 9.4 percent, con-
sumer goods increased 9.0 percent and capital goods
increased 23 percent, it concluded. — KUNA 

Kuwait exports plunge by half as imports...

MOSCOW: Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister yesterday
poured cold water on Russian calls to join forces with the
Syrian authorities against Islamic State jihadists, insisting it
would never work with President Bashar Al-Assad. Moscow
- one of Assad’s few remaining allies - has called for coordi-
nation between the Syrian government and members of
an international coalition fighting the extremist group,
which controls swathes of territory in Syria and Iraq.

But Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir insisted there
would be no cooperation with the Syrian regime after
meeting Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov in Moscow. “As
for a coalition in which Saudi Arabia would participate
with the government of Syria, then we need to exclude
that. It is not part of our plans,” Jubeir said in comments
translated into Russian. “Our position has not changed...
there is no place for Assad in the future of Syria,” Jubeir
said. “We think that Bashar Al-Assad is part of the problem,
not part of the solution.”

Saudi Arabia is part of a US-led coalition that began an
air campaign against IS in Syria last September. Russia sup-
ports Assad while Saudi Arabia insists he must step down
to help end a four-year conflict that has cost over 240,000
lives. The two ministers last met in Qatar on Aug 3 when

Lavrov, Jubeir and US Secretary of State John Kerry held a
three-way meeting, with Syria topping the agenda. Lavrov
said Moscow was not looking to establish a formal alliance
against the radical group but warned a failure to cooper-
ate could open the door to extremists.  

Russia wanted “all those who are already fighting terror-
ists to somehow coordinate so that they focus on their
main task - to fight the threat of terrorism,” Lavrov said.  He
admitted that there remained “persistent differences”
between Riyadh and Moscow over how to tackle the
Syrian conflict. “The exit of President Assad is part of these
differences,” Lavrov said. 

Russia is trying to bolster its claims to act as a mediator
in the Syrian crisis and is set to host a raft of opposition
leaders and negotiators on the crisis. Both Jabeir and
Lavrov called for a fresh push to unite Syria’s fragmented
opposition in a bid to reinvigorate efforts to find a political
settlement to the crisis. Syria’s opposition National
Coalition is set to visit the Russian capital this week along
with a second opposition group. The leader of the Kurdish
Syrian Democratic Union Party (PYD) is also expected,
Lavrov said, as is the deputy of the United Nation’s envoy
on Syria Staffan de Mistura. — AFP 

Saudis reject Russian calls to
work with Assad against IS

Storks sit in their nest during sunset on Monday in Schoenebeck, Germany. —AFP 

ABIDJAN: At just 26, Fatou’s skin is marbled from layer on
layer of whitening cream. Some even call her a “salamander”
woman after the little reptile with light spots and translu-
cent skin. But nothing can stop the hairdresser in Ivory
Coast’s commercial capital Abidjan from using the skin-
lightening cream in her quest for a paler complexion. “I love
light skin,” Fatou said. “I can’t stop.”  Many Ivorian women-as
well as more and more men - are using creams with danger-
ous chemicals for depigmentation, despite government
attempts to stop the practice.

In late April, Ivory Coast banned whitening creams
because of the negative health effects associated with
them, ranging from white spots and acne to cancer. If
applied liberally, the cosmetics can also cause high blood
pressure and diabetes, according to Professor Elidje Ekra, a
dermatologist at Abidjan’s Treichville university hospital. The
banned products include creams containing mercury, cer-
tain steroids, vitamin A, or with hydroquinone levels above
two percent.

Hydroquinone is often used in black and white photog-
raphy and is banned as a skin-lightening ingredient in
Europe as it is considered a potential carcinogen. The dan-
gers don’t seem to deter consumers, though. 

‘Women Who Shine in the Night’ 
While no official statistics are available, “tchatchos” - or

those with lightened skin, often recognisable by their darker
knuckles and elbows - are omnipresent in Abidjan.
Businesses continue to sell the whitening products, because
they know people will continue to buy them despite the
risks. “We know that our lightening products are dangerous,”
an executive for an Ivorian cosmetic company said, adding
that a ban would be counterproductive. “It would push con-
sumers to make their own products, which would be even
worse. At least we know the composition.”

Some women say that it’s societal pressure - particularly
from men - that forces them to lighten their skin. “It’s men
that push women to become lighter,” said Marie-Grace
Amani, who has been whitening her skin for the past four
years. Ivory Coast’s Health Minister Raymonde Goudou
Coffie agrees. Ivorian men “love women who shine in the
night”, she told AFP. “They bring light and glow in the bed-
room.”

Measure Still an ‘Empty Shell’ 
Three months after the new law was introduced - which

could entail a fine of 50,000 to 350,000 CFA francs ($83 to
$585) for violators - salons are still advertising their lighten-
ing products. Whitening soaps with names like “Glow and
White” and “Body White” leave little doubt as to their intend-
ed use. “After raising awareness, we will move to the next
phase of removing products from the market,” Coffie said.

A national evaluation and marketing authorisation com-
mittee has been set up to ensure implementation of the
measures, but one of the biggest fights could be against
cultural beauty standards. Lightened faces continue to pro-
liferate on billboards in Abidjan, with the featured models
flaunting fair skin. Ekra says that while it’s a great initiative,
the text is still an “empty shell”. “We see women on national
television who use the corrosive products,” said Ekra. “Do
those that enforce the measure even respect it?”

If people want to lighten their skin, experts say they’ll
always find a way to do it. “We tell people it’s not good for
their health, but if they find something good there... we can-
not forbid someone to do what they wish,” said Paul Aristide
Kadia, who sells the products. The practice is not only pres-
ent in Ivory Coast, but widespread elsewhere in Africa, as
well as in large parts of Asia. In nearby Senegal, people
mobilised against skin lightening in 2013, but failed to get a
ban on products. — AFP 

Chasing fair skin, Ivorians 
ignore whitening cream ban
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Donald Trump, the defiant, mercurial reality TV host lead-
ing the Republican presidential nomination race, is fac-
ing a backlash over his crude comments and fears he

could mount an independent White House bid. The trash-talk-
ing billionaire has upended the Republican campaign, refusing
to apologize for suggesting that a popular Fox News debate
moderator asked him tough questions because she was men-
struating.

“She should be apologizing to me,” Trump told MSNBC early
Monday, after appearing on several Sunday talk shows to
defend his suggestion that Megyn Kelly had “blood coming out
of her wherever” as she questioned him during last week’s
Republican debate. Trump has shot to the top of the
Republican field, invoking a rebellious, improvisational tone
embraced by supporters, and striking fear into a party estab-
lishment keen to see a serious, viable candidate emerge to bat-
tle likely Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton.

“I think the guy went way overboard - offensive, outra-
geous. Pick your adjective,” Clinton told reporters on the cam-
paign trail in New Hampshire. But “what the rest of the
Republicans saying about women is also outrageous,” she went
on, seizing the opportunity to attack other Republicans, whom
she has accused of waging a war on women.

Fellow Republicans Take Aim 
Trump insisted Washington has been consumed by political

correctness, and that he brings a dose of straight talk to the
White House race. But is that enough to win over America?
“There is a difference between avoiding political correctness
and being a moron,” Brian McClung, a Republican strategist
who consulted for Tim Pawlenty’s 2012 presidential campaign,
told AFP. Republican candidates and leaders, McClung stressed,
“have to stand up and speak out against Trump’s brand of stu-
pidity.”

But in the first major poll released since the fractious debate
featuring Trump and nine rivals, and an event with seven sec-
ond-tier hopefuls, the campaign’s most controversial candidate
remained on top. Trump earned 19 percent support, compared
with 12 percent for neurologist Ben Carson and Wisconsin
Governor Scott Walker, and 11 percent for Jeb Bush, according
to Public Policy Polling’s survey of Republican voters in Iowa
released Monday.

Experts say The Donald - as New York media call him - is
now entering a more difficult campaign period, one marked by
increasing skepticism about his political intentions, deeper
scrutiny of his past, and concern about Trump’s backup plans.
“RedState Gathering,” a high-profile seminar of conservatives,
disinvited Trump to its weekend conference, where Jeb Bush
laid into the frontrunner. “Do we want to insult 53 percent of all
voters?” Bush asked at the Atlanta event. “What Donald Trump
said was wrong. That is not how we win elections.”

Trump signalled campaign changes are afoot, including the
departure of longtime strategist Roger Stone, who reportedly
urged Trump to lay out a political agenda rather than focus on
sniping. In an interview with The Washington Post, Trump said
he “fired” Stone, while Stone said he quit because of the direc-
tion of the campaign. “I’m going to come out with more posi-
tions,” Trump added, promising more policy heft.

‘Longer Slog Ahead’ 
His Republican rivals are not holding back. Carly Fiorina, the

former Hewlett-Packard boss who performed well in the first
debate and catapulted from the back of the pack to fifth place
with 10-percent support in the PPP poll, blasted Trump’s “com-
pletely inappropriate and offensive comments” about Kelly.
Senator Rand Paul warned Tea Party conservatives Monday
against supporting Trump, declaring he simply “isn’t suited to
lead the country”.

Paul cited the real estate mogul’s previous support for
Democrats, including the Clintons, and for liberal causes like
abortion rights and universal healthcare. “Are conservatives
really willing to gamble about what Donald Trump really
believes in?” Paul wrote in the Independent Journal Review.
Despite the blowback, McClung anticipated “a longer slog
ahead” and that a Trump campaign could last until early 2016
and Iowa, which holds the first primary vote. “That’s when the
Trump candidacy ends,” he predicted.

Brad Marston, another Republican strategist, said Trump does
not automatically spell disaster for the party, but he doubts the
billionaire will translate his early lead into a serious candidacy. “He
would have to come out with well-thought-out, realistic policy
prescriptions to back up his bombast, and I don’t think he’s
inclined to do that,” he said. And Trump’s post-debate statements
“disqualify him for serious consideration as our nominee,” Marston
added, especially given how Mitt Romney lost the women’s vote
by 12 points to President Barack Obama in 2012. —AFP

Issues

A gaffe too far? 
Trump campaign 
suffers blowback

By Michael Mathes

By Jerome Taylor

Rungrat Rungsuwan was manning her
small shop selling trinkets on a main
tourist drag on the Thai resort island of

Koh Samui when she heard a series of loud
bangs. “At first I thought they were firecrack-
ers,” she told AFP as tourists in flip-flops and
singlets filed past her storefront in the island’s
‘Fisherman’s Village’. “But once people realised
it was gunfire everyone panicked and started
running. Some people came into my shop to
hide.”

It was early March and just metres away
influential local businessmen Panas Khao-
uthai lay dead, six bullets fired into his body
at close range by two assassins who calmly
unloaded their pistols in broad daylight. For
the holidaymakers forced to dive for cover
that evening, the murder - which police say
was over a commercial dispute - was a
glimpse into a reality familiar to locals: The
country’s deadly enthusiasm for guns.

Gun Culture 
Renowned to outsiders for its laid-back,

welcoming vibe, Thailand is also a country
awash with firearms where disputes are all
too frequently settled with a bullet and a
body. Barely a week goes by without a new
headline-grabbing killing, usually stemming
from a humiliation - or loss of ‘face’ - over a
personal or business dispute. In one recent
case, a woman was shot in the neck by an
angry lover in a mall, while another saw a
man gunned down outside his Bangkok
apartment block after arguing with a security
guard. 

In a third, a bus driver shot a passenger in
the chest because his victim had repeatedly
criticized his road skills. As one western police
officer stationed at an embassy in Bangkok
told AFP: “There is a real culture of guns in
Thailand, it’s a military-style culture, a place of
uniforms and male power.”

Assessing the precise fallout of the king-

dom’s enthusiasm for weaponry is difficult.
The Thai government does not provide a spe-
cific breakdown for annual gun murders out-
side of the country’s deep south, where a
local Muslim insurgency has killed more than
6,400 in the last decade. But the
Gunpolicy.org website, an online database of
global gun statistics run by the University of
Sydney’s School of Public Health, believes
Thailand has one of the highest gun homi-
cide rates in Asia. It estimates 3.48 murders
per 100,000 people in Thailand, three times
the rate of neighbouring Cambodia and on a
par with the United States.

What is much clearer is the sheer number
of weapons in civilian hands. According to
the Interior Ministry, there are 6.1 million reg-
istered firearms in Thailand, a country with 67
million people. GunPolicy.org puts the total

number of firearms at closer to 10 million,
once the thriving black market trade is count-
ed. As the US State Department’s Bureau for
Diplomatic Security wrote in its safety report
for overseas staff: “Thailand has a fervent gun
culture on par with the United States and has
become a world leader in firearms-related
homicides.” But while the US has long experi-
enced a passionate debate on gun control,
Thailand largely greets the human toll of its
firearms obsession with a collective shrug.

‘When You Die, You Die’ 
“No one has taken responsibility, no one

has really taken up the issue,” lamented Kasit
Piromya, a former foreign minister who
believes tighter gun controls are needed, as
well as an amnesty for illegal weapons. The
lack of outrage shown over gun murders, he

believes is down to the concept of a karma.
“When you die, you die. It’s acceptance and
resignation. We take death calmly as part of
life,” said Kasit, who owns two registered pis-
tols.

On paper Thailand has strict gun controls
but the law is easily circumnavigated. The
sheer availability of weaponry concerns
Police Colonel Akaradet Pimolsri, the head of
Thailand’s police commando unit, each time
his officers hit the streets. “I want every gun
to be registered,” Akaradet of the elite Crime
Suppression Division, told AFP at the unit’s
Bangkok headquarters. A key step would be
for the government to set up a database
containing the “ballistic fingerprints” of all
over the counter weapons.  

In late July, AFP accompanied Akaradet
and 200 of his commandos on a dawn raid in
Uthai Thani, a central province renowned for
its crime syndicates. Their target were two
suspects in a 2011 gun murder in which a
policeman was killed. His officers took no
chances, arming themselves with assault
rifles, shotguns and body armour. But by the
time the convoy reached a series of man-
sions on the outskirts of town there was no
sign of the main suspects - although 20
guns, ammunition and bullet proof vests
were seized. The killers are still on the loose,
ready to be hired once more for a hit.

Back on Samui, an island where tourism
is a crucial mainstay, police also responded
forcefully to the killing of Panas, arresting
the alleged gunmen and conducting a
series of raids that netted almost 100
weapons, Akaradet said. At the streetside
restaurant where the killing took place, the
tables are filled once more with tourists
oblivious to the violence that occurred there
three months ago. Laurent Haroutinian, the
French manager of the restaurant where the
shooting took place, said they reopened
after just two days. “It was the first time I saw
anything like this,” he said. “And I hope it is
the last.”  —AFP

A bullet and a body: Thailand’s gun murders

This photo taken on July 22, 2015 shows a Thai man walking past handguns
displayed at a gun shop in Bangkok. —AFP

By Maher Al Mounes

Driving through parts of northeastern
Syria, Vian Khouzy points proudly to
dozens of new road signs printed in

Kurdish. “It’s a dream come true,” he says. The
33-year old works as a taxi driver in areas con-
trolled by the autonomous Kurdish administra-
tion in northern and northeastern Syria.
Before the beginning of Syria’s war in 2011,
“just being Kurdish was enough for the regime
to arrest you and put you in prison,” Khouzy
says. Now he drives by posters of Abdullah
Ocalan, the Kurdish leader jailed in Turkey. It
was “impossible to see any Kurdish symbols” in
the past, he says.

Kurds make up more than 10 percent of
Syria’s population, concentrated in the north-
eastern region of Hasakeh and parts of Aleppo
and Raqa provinces. For decades, Syrian Kurds
were severely marginalised. Many were not giv-
en Syrian nationality and they were banned
from speaking their language or celebrating
Kurdish traditions, like Nowruz, the new year’s
festival marked every spring. 

In 2004, anti-regime demonstrations in the
Kurdish-majority city of Qamishli in northeast-
ern Syria were brutally repressed. But it all
began to change in July 2012, when regime
troops strained by the country’s civil war with-
drew from Kurdish-majority areas in the north-
east. A year later the Democratic Union Party
(PYD), the most prominent representative of
Syria’s Kurds, announced an autonomous
administrative system in three “cantons”, spark-
ing a Kurdish renaissance. The PYD’s armed
wing, the People’s Protection Units (YPG), pro-
tects Kurdish areas and has been a leading force
in the fight against the jihadist Islamic State
group. Now, at the entrance to Qamishli, a large

road sign welcomes visitors in both Arabic and
Kurdish - something unimaginable to its resi-
dents just four years ago. 

A ‘Childhood Dream’ 
“Everyone can speak Kurdish, but a very

small minority can read and write, since we
were banned from learning the language,” says
Khouzy - who can barely read a few words. In a
language centre in the town of Amuda, roughly
30 km west of Qamishli, Mazhar Sheikho is
beaming. Notebook and pen in hand, he says
he’s realising his “childhood dream”. “I am proud
to learn my mother tongue at an academic lev-
el,” says the 45-year old, stepping out of a gram-
mar exam at the centre. 

The demand for Kurdish language classes
was so high that the centre was forced to split
students into morning and evening sessions.
“We opened the centre in 2011. It was very
dangerous because at that time this area
wasn’t controlled by Kurdish forces,” says Sardar,
an employee at the centre. “We didn’t have
much, but we wanted to open it at all costs.”
Since then some 50 similar language centres
have opened in the “Jazire” canton in Hasakeh
province. “We used to learn Kurdish grammar in
secret,” says Delsha, a woman in her 50s carry-
ing a black briefcase. “I’m here today to learn it
seriously, and to teach it to my children and
grandchildren.”

Syria’s Kurdish population has strived to

remain neutral towards the embattled regime
of President Bashar Al-Assad, which is fighting a
multi-front war against different rebel groups.
To win their favour, Assad granted tens of thou-
sands of Kurds nationality in the early days of
the anti-regime revolt. The University of
Damascus also added Kurdish to its language
department last year. 

‘We Can Yell Without Fear’ 
In the popular market in Amuda, consid-

ered the political hub of the Kurdish
autonomous administration, storefronts are
packed with traditional Kurdish costumes and
flags. “In the past, selling a Kurdish flag was
more difficult than selling drugs,” says shop
owner Ahmad Bozo. “We noticed a huge
demand for traditional Kurdish clothes since
2012, after the gradual withdrawal of the
regime from the city,” he says. “Today, we can
sell without restrictions.”

Syrian Kurds are also expressing their new-
found cultural freedoms on the airwaves.
Ronahi TV was founded at the end of 2012 in
Amuda and is the only Syrian satellite channel
that broadcasts in Kurdish. “We have 50
employees, including Arabs. Over 24 hours we
present more than 25 political, cultural, and
social programs in Kurdish and Arabic,” says
Zalal Binisi, the channel’s director. “We try to
broadcast the Kurdish voice to the world.”

In one of the station’s three studios, journal-
ist Rudi Mohammad Amin prepares for his
weekly discussion on social problems in the
autonomous areas, donning traditional Kurdish
wear of large, loose black pants and a blue shirt
covered with a vest. “I cannot describe my joy
as I speak to the world in my mother tongue,”
the young man says. “The time has come when
we can yell without fear.” —AFP

Kurdish culture sees renaissance in Syria

Rodi Amin, the presenter of Ronahi TV, the only Syrian satellite channel that
broadcasts in Kurdish, is seen in the studio in Qamishli, a Kurdish-majority
city in Syria’s northeastern Hasakeh province, on July 14, 2015. —AFP



CAPE TOWN: South Africans must be patient with the pace of transformation in the
country’s national rugby side and will not be asking for more black players at the World
Cup, sports minister Fikile Mbalula said. The debate over racial quotas and transformation
in the Springbok team flared up again in the wake of Saturday’s shock 37-25 home defeat
to Argentina, with the country’s biggest trade union wading into the argument.

Two black players, Zimbabwe-born prop Tendai Mtwarira and experienced wing Bryan
Habana, were included in coach Heyneke Meyer’s starting XV against The
Pumas. Flank Siya Kolisi, wing Lwazi Mvovo and prop Trevor Nyakane came
off the bench. Mbulula, a prolific user of Twitter, took to the social media
platform to back the current set-up and suggest those frustrated cannot
expect change “overnight”. “Full transformation in rugby is not going to
emerge overnight because we are going to the World Cup,” Mbalula said.
“I have (previously) addressed the transformation issues and I have
gone a long way in doing so. We need a winning team that is black
and white going to the World Cup.” Issues around the racial make-
up of the South African side have risen prior to every World Cup
they have competed in- starting with their victory on home soil
in 1995 when wing Chester Williams was the only non-white
member of the squad. The influential Congress of South African
Trade Unions (Cosatu) has called on South Africa to pick a more
“mixed” team for Saturday’s test in Argentina. —Reuters
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LONDON: Glasgow scrum-half Henry Pyrgos was yester-
day named captain of a 25-man Scotland squad for
Saturday’s World Cup warm-up match against Ireland in
Dublin.

He is joined in the squad by four uncapped players:
New Zealand-born flanker Hugh Blake, Glasgow prop
Mike Cusack, South Africa-born Edinburgh prop Allan
Dell and Edinburgh hooker Stuart McInally. Head coach
Vern Cotter will name his starting XV for the clash at the
Aviva Stadium tomorrow. “It’s amazing,” said Pyrgos, 26,
on being handed the captaincy. “I didn’t expect to be in
this situation, but finding out about this is the proudest
day of my life.

“I know my family are thrilled too, but I want to now
justify it by going out and putting on a good perform-
ance.” The squad is missing several key players, such as
regular captain Greig Laidlaw and second-row brothers
Richie and Jonny Gray.

With Laidlaw and his understudy Sam Hidalgo-Clyne
not selected, Pyrgos is determined to seize his chance to
prove that he deserves a place in Cotter’s final squad for
the World Cup.—AFP

Pyrgos to captain Scots

KINGSTON: Six-times Olympic gold medallist Usain Bolt headlines Jamaica’s
squad for the world athletics championships in Beijing later this month.

The world record holder over 100 and 200 metres is joined in the 53-member
squad by Asafa Powell and Warren Weir, both world championships sprint relay

gold medallists.
Bolt answered questions over his fitness with a 100m sea-

son’s best of 9.87 seconds at the London Anniversary Games
last month while Powell ran his fastest 100 in four years to win
the sprint at the Paris Diamond League meeting in 9.81 sec-

onds.
Rasheed Dwyer, who set a career best of 19.80 sec-

onds over 200m at the Pan American Games, also
makes the squad. Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, the

reigning sprint double champion from
Moscow two years ago, tops the list of

female athletes and is joined by former
world 100 and 200m champion Veronica

Campbell-Brown. The team will  be
accompanied by 19 officials including
technical leader Maurice Wilson and
head coach Michael Clarke.—Reuters

Bolt leads Jamaica squad No quick fix for Boks

NEW YORK: Daniel Murphy drove in two runs
with a tiebreaking single in the seventh inning
as the Mets came back for a 4-2 victory over
Colorado on Monday night.

The Mets wasted three-run leads in two
straight losses to Tampa Bay last weekend,
then went ahead against Colorado on Travis
d’Arnaud’s first homer since June 20. It was the
only hit for the NL East leaders off Jon Gray,
the hard-throwing right-hander making his
second major league start.

Carlos Gonzalez hit a two-run shot in the
fourth off Jonathon Niese (7-9).  I t  was
Gonzalez’s 13th homer since the All-Star
break.

The Mets loaded the bases against Justin
Miller (1-1) in the seventh after Gray, the No. 3
overall draft pick in 2013, was pulled after 75
pitches. Miller gave up a single to d’Arnaud,
walked Michael Conforto and Ruben Tejada.
Boone Logan entered and hit Curtis
Granderson with a full-count pitch to tie it.

Murphy then grounded a single past diving
shortstop Jose Reyes for a 4-2 lead.

ROYALS 4, TIGERS 0
Johnny Cueto threw a four-hitter in his

home debut with the Royals. Cueto (1-1) did
not allow a runner past second base, struck
out eight and walked none. It was his sixth
career shutout and second this season. Cueto
was acquired from Cincinnati on July 26 for
three pitching prospects.

Tigers lefty Matt Boyd, who was acquired
from Toronto on July 30 in the David Price
trade, gave up three runs in the first inning.

Boyd (1-3), who beat Cueto and the Royals
2-1 last Wednesday when he allowed seven
hits and one run over seven innings in his
Tigers debut, gave up singles to Alcides
Escobar and Ben Zobrist on his first two pitch-
es. Lorenzo Cain doubled to center, scoring
both. Kendrys Morales’ one-out single pro-
duced the third run of the inning. 

WHITE SOX 8, ANGELS 2
Chris Sale allowed two runs and five hits in

7 1-3 innings, and Avisail Garcia homered
twice to drive in four runs for the White Sox.

Tyler Flowers added a solo shot to back
Sale (10-7), who didn’t allow more than one
baserunner in an inning until  Johnny
Giavotella drove in two runs with a double in
the seventh.

Angels starter Matt Shoemaker (5-8) had
thrown 19 consecutive scoreless innings
before Melky Cabrera’s sacrifice fly put
Chicago ahead 1-0 in the first.

Shoemaker hadn’t allowed a run in his last
three starts, but was tagged for seven and
nine hits in 5 2-3 innings as Los Angeles
dropped its seventh straight on the road.

Garcia had his third career multihomer
game to reach 11 for the season, and his
three-run drive was the big blow as the White
Sox sent nine hitters to the plate and pulled
away with a four-run sixth.

DIAMONDBACKS 13, PHILLIES 3
Welington Castillo equaled a career high

with four RBIs, and Yasmany Tomas and A.J.
Pollock homered to lead Arizona. Arizona
scored three runs in the fifth to break a 2-2 tie,
highlighted by Castillo’s solo shot with two
outs. Castillo has eight home runs and 14 RBIs
in his last 12 games.

Castillo went deep to center in the fifth for
his 15th home run and a 5-2 lead. The
Diamondbacks put up six runs in the sixth
with Castillo driving in three with a triple and
scoring on a single by Tomas.

Peralta finished 3 for 5 with two RBIs and
Pollock had three hits. Phillies starter Aaron
Harang (5-13) left after 5 1-3 innings having
allowed eight runs and 12 hits. Arizona starter
Rubby De La Rosa (10-5) lasted six innings and
allowed three runs and eight hits.

NATIONALS 8, DODGERS 3
Gio Gonzalez scattered seven hits over

eight scoreless innings and Ian Desmond hit
two homers as Washington kicked off a 10-
game trip. Gonzalez (9-4) struck out six,
walked one and stranded eight runners. The
left-hander is 5-0 with a 1.48 ERA in eight
starts since losing 6-1 at Tampa Bay on June
15. Brett Anderson (6-7) was charged with sev-
en runs and 10 hits through five-plus innings.
Carl Crawford hit a three-run shot in the ninth
off Doug Fister, the first pinch-hit homer of his
career.

The Dodgers’ four-game losing streak is
their first since Sept. 2-13. They were the only
team this season that hadn’t lost more than
three straight.

ORIOLES 3, MARINERS 2
Chris Davis hit a go-ahead single and his

30th home run for Baltimore. Adam Jones
launched his 18th homer in the first inning off
Seattle starter Vidal Nuno (0-1) and scored on
Davis’ base hit in the fourth. Davis then hit a
line drive out to center off reliever Mayckol
Guaipe in the sixth. Davis reached 30 homers
for the third time in four years. He led the
majors with 53 in 2013. Seattle slugger Nelson
Cruz extended his hitting streak to a career-
high 20 games with an opposite-field single
leading off the fourth. His streak of nine
straight games with an extra-base hit came to
an end. Chen Wei-yin (6-6) won for the second
time since July 1, pitching into the eighth
inning. Chen allowed only Franklin Gutierrez’s
home run leading off the second. The lefty
gave up three hits. He struck out five and
retired 13 of his final 14 batters. Zach Britton
got five outs for his 24th straight save.

PADRES 2, REDS 1
Justin Upton hit a two-run homer as San

Diego snapped a six-game losing streak. Ian
Kennedy pitched five innings for the win,
backed up by four relievers who did not per-
mit a run to the Reds, who have lost five of six.
Kennedy (7-10) was charged with two hits and
a season-high six walks. He struck out four
while improving to 5-1 against the Reds.

Craig Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his
32nd save in 34 chances. It was his first save
since Aug. 1. David Holmberg (1-1) worked 6
2-3 innings for the Reds. He allowed two runs,
five hits and three walks with five strikeouts.
Jay Bruce homered for the Reds.—AP

MLB results/standings

NY Mets 4, Colorado 2; Chicago White Sox 8, La Angels 2; Kansas City 4, Detroit 0; Arizona 13, Philadelphia 3;
Baltimore 3, Seattle 2; Washington 8, LA Dodgers 3; San Diego 2, Cincinnati 1.

American League

Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      

NY Yankees 61 49 .555 -       
Toronto 61 52 .540 1.5   
Baltimore 57 54 .514 4.5   
Tampa Bay 56 56 .500 6       
Boston 50 62 .446 12      

Central Division

Kansas City 67 44 .604 -       
Minnesota 55 56 .495 12      
Detroit 54 58 .482 13.5  
Chicago White Sox 52 58 .473 14.5  
Cleveland 51 59 .464 15.5  

Western Division

Houston 61 52 .540 -       
LA Angels 59 52 .532 1       
Texas 55 55 .500 4.5   
Seattle 52 61 .460 9       
Oakland 51 62 .451 10      

National League

Eastern Division

NY Mets 60 52 .536 -       
Washington 58 53 .523 1.5   
Atlanta 51 61 .455 9       
Philadelphia 45 68 .398 15.5  
Miami 44 68 .393 16      

Central Division

St. Louis 71 40 .640 -       
Pittsburgh 65 44 .596 5       
Chicago Cubs 62 48 .564 8.5   
Cincinnati 49 61 .445 21.5  
Milwaukee 48 65 .425 24      

Western Division

LA Dodgers 62 50 .554 -       
San Francisco 59 52 .532 2.5   
Arizona 55 56 .495 6.5   
San Diego 53 60 .469 9.5   
Colorado 47 63 .427 14      

KANSAS CITY: Detroit Tigers second baseman Ian Kinsler (left) tags out Kansas City Royals’ Ben Zobrist (right) during the third inning of a
baseball game at Kauffman Stadium. —AP

NEW YORK: Mets shortstop Ruben Tejada dives for a ground ball hit by Colorado Rockies’ Nick Hundley during the fourth inning of a baseball game.—AP

Mets win, Royals down Tigers
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Jeff Gordon in action in this file photo.

CHARLOTTE: Perhaps Jeff Gordon should
have known what was to come this season,
his  f inal  as  a  NASCAR driver,  when he
crashed on the last lap of the Daytona 500.
Then he crashed the next week at Atlanta
and this farewell tour of sorts had officially
stalled out of the gate.

It’s hardly been the season anyone hoped
for the four-time champion and ambassador
for the sport. He was supposed to go out on
top, racing for wins and that elusive fifth
title. That’s what he appeared capable of last
season, when he put together one of his
strongest seasons in at least a decade.

Gordon came oh-so-close to racing for
the championship in a year that reminded
many of his early days. But he was denied a
spot in the finale, and had he made it and
won the title, he might have driven directly

into retirement. Instead, he waited until
January to announce 2015 will be his 23rd
and final year as a driver. He said he didn’t
want a season full of celebrations, and he’s
not getting any on the race track.

He closed out his  road racing career
Sunday at Watkins Glen in New York with a
41st-place finish, his worst showing at a
track where he once won three consecutive
times.

His problem Sunday was a faulty brake
line in his No. 24 Chevrolet, and his day was
ruined early.”Well, it’s disappointing, but I
mean right now I  just feel l ike we can’t
afford to have these kinds of finishes,” he
said.

And he’s right. Gordon, who was 42nd
two weeks ago at Indianapolis, has just one
top-five finish since May. He’s winless this

year and is 12th in the Sprint Cup standings
with only four races remaining to set the 16-
driver championship field.

“I have no idea where we are right now in
points, or how all that worked out, but just
when you think you get something that is
going to go your way, something like this
happens,” he said. “We just keep fighting and
digging and try to get the finishes that we
need to get ourselves solidly in (the Chase.)”

Sandwiched between Indianapolis and
Watkins Glen was a third-place finish at
Pocono, where he led two laps. Only prob-
lem: Gordon has led just five laps in the last
three months.

It’s such a steep drop-off from last sea-
son, when he won four races, led over 1,000
laps and knocked down top-10 finishes in all
but 13 races.

He knows he’s not running at the same
pace he was last year, and he knows time is
quickly running out. Gordon remains sup-
portive of his Hendrick Motorsports team
and their effort - he lauded where they are
performance-wise, and in fairness, he does
have four top-10s in the last six races - but
they can’t have any slips the next month.

“Right now it is the unknown,” he said. “It
is the concerns of freak things happening
like what happened to us at Indy, what hap-
pened to us here.  Those are things out of
your control.

“We are all about the things you can con-
trol, and from that standpoint we are just
trying to improve the performance of the
car slightly.  We are not far off though.”

O f  the 16 s lots  in  the Chase,  11 are
presently claimed by race winners, including

Kyle Busch, who moved into Chase eligibility
on Sunday. With a month to go, there are
five open slots for winless drivers, but noth-
ing is guaranteed. A new winner would earn
a berth, a bad finish for a contender can
jumble the standings for those drivers jock-
eying for a final spot.

He doesn’t want to end his storied career
on the outside looking in come the playoffs,
and it wouldn’t be the proper way for such a
strong champion to go out. Gordon heads
this week to Michigan, where he was 21st in
June, with the same goal he’s got every
week.

“There are no guarantees unless you get
that win. That win means so much,” he said.
“I feel like we are doing what we need to do
from the point standings point of view. Our
goal is to win.”—AP

Gordon’s farewell tour hits snag at Watkins Glen

BEIJING: In this March 28, 2015 file photo, of a girl as she flies a kite on Olympic Green near Beijing National Stadium, also known as the Birds
Nest. The IAAF said Tuesday Aug. 11, 2015 that 28 athletes tested positive after their doping samples from the 2005 and 2007 world champi-
onships were reanalyzed. —AP

PARIS: The IAAF has provisionally suspended 28
athletes for suspected doping offences at the 2005
and 2007 world championships in Helsinki and
Osaka, world athletics’ governing body announced
yesterday. Most of the athletes concerned have
since retired, and none are competing at this
month’s world championships in Beijing, the IAAF
stated.

A total of 32 rogue results from the two champi-
onships were uncovered after  reexamination of
urine samples stored at a World Anti-Doping
Agency accredited-laboratory (LAD) in Lausanne.

“The latest scientific breakthroughs in anti-dop-
ing technology and analysis have been employed
in the reanalysis of these samples to allow us to
find previously undetectable substances,”
explained LAD director Martial Saugy. The IAAF
said re-testing of the 2005 and 2007 samples had
nothing to do with the recent accusations of mass
doping in athletics.

“The re-analysis of these samples has been
ongoing for some time, and was commenced well
before the most recent allegations made against
the IAAF by (German broadcaster) the ARD and The
Sunday Times,” the IAAF stated.

The athletes suspected of being caught out by
advances in doping technology cannot be named
for legal reasons. “A large majority of the 28 are
retired, some are athletes who have already been
sanctioned, and only very few remain active in
sport,” the IAAF revealed.

“The IAAF is provisionally suspending them and
can confirm that none of the athletes concerned
will be competing in Beijing.”

Athletics’ rulers said the long-term storage and
re-analysis of samples remained “one of the best

tools available” to detect cheats using previously
undetectable substances.

“The IAAF does not shy away from the fact that
some athletes continue to cheat and defraud their
fellow competitors. “But we will do everything in
our power, and use every tool available to protect
those clean athletes who form the large majority of
our sport.”

A first round of reanalysis of samples taken from
Helsinki conducted in 2012 had uncovered six
adverse findings. The IAAF said that nine athletes
have already been sanctioned following retesting
of samples from various world championships.

The body has vehemently denied any negli-
gence in its testing procedure in the wake of the
claims by ARD and The Sunday Times of hundreds
of allegedly suspicious blood tests based on the
leak of an IAAF database. WADA last week
announced an “urgent” investigation into the
claims which IAAF presidential candidate Sebastian
Coe called “a declaration of war” on athletics.

The 2015 world championships begin on
August 22 where Justin Gatlin, who exploded on to
the track scene winning the 100m and 200m at
Helsinki, clashes with Jamaican sprint king Usain
Bolt. —AFP

IAAF suspends 28 athletes 
from 2005, 2007 champs

LEBANON: FIA Vice-President Nasser Al-
Attiyah is fully supporting the 38th
Lebanon International Rally, which will be
held from Sept 4 to 6, 2015. He mentioned
the volume of preparations made in order
to have a successful international event
and praised the prominent role played by
ATCL. 

Attiyah said the Lebanon rally has had
good historical feedback, and “we are fully
confident that ATCL management will soon
register a new success for Lebanese sport
in particular and Arab sport in general.
They have enough experience to host a
successful motorsport event, to add to the
chain of Lebanese and Arab motorsport
achievements”.

“What is special this time is the availabil-
ity of a large number of Lebanese person-

nel who are steering this event in a profes-
sional way. However, most of them are vol-
unteers, which makes us optimistic, self
confident and grateful to them.
Organization has been done as per interna-
tional specifications set out by FIA regula-
tory laws and articles. 

Moreover, a large number of superstar
Arab and international participants will be
there. This is one of the main special char-
acteristics of the Lebanon International
Rally 2015, and all these indicators and oth-
ers will contribute to the success of the rally
and many other sport events organized by
ATCL as well,” Attiyah said.

Attiyah also commented on the new
concept that some clubs and federations
within the Middle East and North Africa
have adopted. “The sport culture that we
seek is not limited to rivals (individuals or
teams), but extends to cover the people
working behind the cameras, those who
are doing their best to have a successful
event. 

We all realize that the required progress
comes through the recognition of the
importance of having a solid base for this
culture, which will not be achieved unless
we have good teamwork, coordination and
direct communication among all. From our
side, I assure you that we will be perma-
nently supportive to this approach,” Attiyah
concluded. 

Attiyah hails preparations for 
Lebanon International Rally

ZURICH: Francois Carrard, who helped over-
see the cleanup of the IOC after the Salt Lake
City bidding scandal, was selected yesterday to
chair the group leading the reforms of foot-
ball’s corruption-hit governing body. Carrard,
former director general of the International
Olympic Committee, will lead a team of 12 offi-
cials picked by the six soccer continental con-
federations, including new FIFA executive
committee member and IOC powerbroker
Sheik Ahmad al-Fahad al-Sabah of Kuwait.

World Cup sponsors will also nominate two
members to the panel, which was formed after
14 people were indicted in an American inves-
tigation into soccer corruption.

“It is vital for the future of global football to
restore the integrity and reputation of its gov-
erning body,” Carrard said. The Swiss lawyer
served as the IOC’s director general 14 years
until 2003, a period which included the scan-
dal that led to the expulsion or resignation of
10 members connected to Salt Lake City’s win-
ning bid for the 2002 Winter Games.

The scandal prompted the IOC to enact a
series of reforms, including creation of an
ethics commission, introduction of new term
and age limits and a ban on member visits to
bid cities. Reform proposals affecting the FIFA

president and executive committee include
term limits, publishing their salary and stricter
vetting of candidates.

Carrard, who will appoint an advisory board
featuring figures from outside football, will
present his proposed reforms to the FIFA
Congress on Feb. 26 when Sepp Blatter’s suc-
cessor will be elected. Blatter announced plans
in June to quit, only four days after being re-
elected for a fifth, four-year term.

Blatter said Carrard can “help FIFA to
strengthen its governance structures in a cred-
ible and meaningful way.” UEFA President
Michel Platini, the front-runner to succeed
Blatter and inherit the reforms, said creating
the panel was an important step.

“All of the confederations have picked their
representatives based on their knowledge of
football and governance matters, and we will
now all work together for the greater good of
the game,” Platini said in a statement. The pan-
el also includes former IOC vice president
Kevan Gosper, who was appointed by the
Asian Football Confederation. The Australian
was investigated and cleared of wrongdoing
by the IOC ethics commission in 2000 over his
links to the Salt Lake City bid, including a fami-
ly ski trip to Utah.—AP

FIFA picks Olympic veteran 
to lead reform task force

NEW YORK: Runner Nick Symmonds’ refusal to
sign a “statement of conditions” required to be
on the US team for this month’s world champi-
onships reignited the debate over where team
sponsor obligations start and end.

Symmonds, silver medallist in the 800
metres at the 2013 world championships, on
Monday was left off the United States team for
the Aug. 22-30 world athletics championships
in Beijing.

To be included, athletes must agree to wear
official team apparel to all team functions. Nike
is the official apparel supplier to USA Track &
Field (USATF), while Symmonds is sponsored by
rival company Brooks. Athletes can wear their
preferred shoe brand.

Symmonds, who won the 800m at the US tri-
als in June, said on Twitter late Sunday that he

would present proof that USATF was “stealing
millions of dollars from the athletes” and “get-
ting rich” off their hard work.

On Monday, he cited what he said was an
analysis by an economist that showed that
eight percent of expected USATF gross revenue
in 2015 would be distributed to athletes.

USATF issued a statement on Monday that
said, in part, that the federation’s conditions
“and its requirements are common in profes-
sional, Olympic and national team sports, both
domestically and internationally.” It added that
it “annually invests more than 50 percent of our
total revenue directly in athlete support, and
that amount is growing.” But Symmonds offered
a strident response: “I am offended by @USATF
statement. Not my decision to not represent
#TeamUSA at #Beijing2015. —Reuters

Symmonds’ stance raises thorny issue
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LONDON: Home advantage has always
counted for something in Test cricket
but, after England wrapped up the
Ashes series with a match to spare, is it
now counting for too much?

England’s innings and 78-run win, on
a typical seaming English pitch, in the
fourth Test at Trent Bridge on Saturday
gave them an unbeatable 3-1 lead in the
five-match Ashes series-just 18 months
after they had been whitewashed 5-0 in
Australia.

Yet last weekend’s result meant that
in the 14 years since Australia last won a
series in England, seven out of eight
Ashes campaigns had gone to the home
side-the exception being England’s 3-1
triumph ‘Down Under’ in 2010/11.

And what is true of the Ashes is
equally true of Test cricket overall. In
the last two years, only four teams out

of 23 have won a series outside their
own continent.

Australia and New Zealand have both
won series in the West Indies while
Australia have won in South Africa, and
Sri Lanka won in England last year.
Modern tours, mainly as a result of a
desire by boards to maximise their
income, are now increasingly com-
pressed affairs.

When Rodney Marsh, now the chair-
man of selectors, made his first tour of
England as Australia’s wicket-keeper in
1972, the team had 10 first-class match-
es before they played the first Test.

This year the team Marsh helped
pick had just two warm-up games,
against under-strength Kent and Essex
sides. The four Australians chosen as
Cricketers of the Year in the 1973 edi-
tion of Wisden, the sport’s annual of

record, had all acknowledged the ben-
efit of their previous experience of
English conditions, with swing special-
ist  Bob Massie,  fast bowler Dennis
Lillee and opener Keith Stackpole all
having played league cricket. 

Meanwhile batting great Greg
Chappell had, Wisden noted, been “one
of the best players with (county side)
Somerset in the 1968 and 1969 seasons”.

But increasingly busy international
schedules reduce the time available for
top players to spend a full season with a
county, while the wages in the highly
lucrative Twenty20 Indian Premier
League-which cuts across the start of
the English season-dwarf anything on
offer in county cricket.

Significantly, Australia opener Chris
Rogers, who has fared best of the
tourists against the swinging ball, a fea-

ture of cricket in England that has done
so much damage to their Ashes chances,
was in the international wilderness for
much of the time he spent playing for
several county sides.

“It is like when Australia play in India
and vice-versa-that’s very one-sided too,”
former Australia fast bowler Glenn
McGrath told the BBC. 

“Batsmen learn to play in their own
conditions and struggle to adapt.” Ian
Healy, a former international team-mate
of McGrath, has questioned whether the
lengthy presence of wives and girl-
friends on tour has proved a distraction
for the Australia squad.

But that was sent up rather well by
Healy’s niece Alyssa, a member of the
touring Australian women’s team con-
testing their own Ashes series in
England, who tweeted Monday a picture

of boyfriend Mitchell Starc, a fast bowler
in the Australian men’s side, with the
caption: “Mitch just doing his best to ‘dis-
tract’ me before the Test tomorrow.”

However, the kind of practical
changes which might give touring
teams a better chance of winning away
Test series are unlikely to be forthcom-
ing any time soon.

“Look at the past five years, there has
not been many victories away from
home for any team,” said Australia cap-
tain Michael Clarke, who will retire after
the fifth Test at The Oval having ending
up on the losing side in his four Ashes
tours of Britain. “I think it shows how
much that home-ground advantage
helps,” he added. “It is the greatest chal-
lenge of being an international sports-
man, being able to win home and away.
It’s tough, but that’s the way it is.” —AFP

Home comfort makes Tests even more testing

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this Aug. 5, 2015 photo, a rower from Turkey participates in the World Junior Rowing Championships on Rodrigo de Freitas lake in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: There is no evidence that
abnormal levels of viruses or bacteria in the
water caused rowers competing in Rio de
Janeiro at the weekend to fall ill, U.S. and inter-
national sailing officials told Reuters.

The Associated Press reported that 13 mem-
bers of the 40-member US team fell ill after the
world junior championships, a test event for
next year’s Olympics in Brazil.

US officials confirmed to Reuters that 15
members took ill but said that was not unusual
in international events and it was too early to

blame dirty water. “It would be easy but irre-
sponsible for us to immediately assume that
the rowing course is the main or sole point of
exposure that caused the illnesses,” Glenn
Merry, CEO of USRowing, told Reuters in an
email. Merry added that US rowers often took ill
abroad and said the fact that coaches also got
sick in Rio was an indication water might not be
the problem.

The only athlete who fell into the lagoon
and consumed significant amounts of water
was not one of those who fell ill, Merry added.

Canadian officials told Reuters that not one of
their 24 athletes and support staff were sick.
“We are pleased to report that during the time
the team has been here, we have had zero inci-
dences of illness,” Peter Cookson, high perform-
ance director for Rowing Canada Aviron, told
Reuters by email.

“We took a number of additional measures
(in addition to pre-travel vaccines/medications)
such as protecting water bottles from exposure
to the water of the lagoa (lagoon), covered all
open scratches or sores, and washed with anti-

septic soap after every session. “While there were
a few reported illnesses from some who stayed
in the same hotel as us, we feel the extra precau-
tions we took assisted in keeping our illness rate
to zero.” Event organisers said they treated 14
people for diarrhea- eight Americans, and three
each from Australia and Britain- and that all were
medicated and fit enough to compete.

A spokesperson for Rio2016, who asked not
to be named, said “everything suggests” the diar-
rhea was caused by familiar travel woes rather
than dirty water. The championships were held

at the same lagoon that will be used during
South America’s first Olympic Games next year.
Water quality there, as well as in the seas where
the sailing, triathlon and open water swimming
events will be held, has been sharply criticised
and authorities have admitted their own targets
for reducing the amount of sewage in the water
would not be met.

Unsafe levels of viruses and bacteria were
recorded in the water, according to an independ-
ent study commissioned by the AP and released
last month.—Reuters

No proof dirty water made Rio rowers ill: officials

GALLE: Sri Lanka’s batting great Kumar
Sangakkara has no regrets about his impending
retirement, telling reporters yesterday that he felt
like a “dinosaur” in the dressing room.

Sangakkara, who turns 38 in October, will end
his international career after playing in the first two
Tests of the three-match series against India which
opens in Galle on Wednesday.

The left-hander, who is Test cricket’s leading
run-getter among those still playing, said looking
at the young teams in Sri Lanka and his English
county Surrey made him realise it was time to go.

Sangakkara said 37-year-old Rangana Herath in
the Sri Lankan team and Surrey team-mate Gareth
Batty, also 37, were the only ones who matched
him in age. “The rest are mostly 26,” he said. “I feel
like a dinosaur in their company. It convinced me
this was the right time to go.” Sangakkara, who is
fifth in the all-time scorers list headed by India’s
Sachin Tendulkar, is head and shoulders above oth-
er current Test batsmen. His 12,305 runs and 38
centuries far exceed second-placed Alastair Cook
of England, who has 9,223 runs and 27 hundreds.

Sangakkara won’t catch up with Tendulkar’s tal-
ly of 15, 921 Test runs and 51 hundreds, but his 11
scores of 200-plus are just one short of Australian
legend Don Bradman’s record of 12.

Defying age, Sangakkara has been at his best
over the past year. He hammered 203 against New
Zealand in January, after making 221 against
Pakistan and 319 against Bangladesh last year.

He became the first batsman to hammer four
consecutive one-day centuries in the World Cup in
Australia in February-March where Sri Lanka
entered into the quarter-finals.

Sangakkara, however, looked below-par in the
recent home series against Pakistan in June, with
scores of 50 and 18 in the first Test, and 34 and a
first-ball duck in the second. He begins the final leg
of a remarkable career at one of his favourite ven-
ues in Galle, where he made his Test debut in 2000
and also scored the first of his 38 Test centuries-
against India in August, 2001.

Sangakkara justified his decision to play in only
two Tests against India, just as he had done against
Pakistan in June. “The reason for the two and two
split, even though it is not ideal, was the agree-
ment I had with the previous selection committee
when I was discussing my future,” he said.

“I had plans to retire immediately after the
World Cup, but they wanted me to try and play a
bit more Test cricket. Four Tests was all I could offer
them and they were okay with that.”

Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews laughed
when asked if he will persuade Sangakkara to play
the third Test and also whether the series was
locked at 1-1.

“If I had my way, I would want him to play for
two more years,” Mathews said. “But we have to
respect his decision and it is now up to the
younger players to make a name for themselves.”

In a recent interview with Cricinfo website’s

online Cricket Monthly, Sangakkara argued the
team is better off rebuilding without him.

“I think in Sri Lanka we have real trouble letting
go,” he told the website.  “If they want senior play-
ers to assist the team, to come and spend some

time at training or in the dressing room, all that can
be arranged. We are all willing to do that,” he
added. “But my taking up a place for another few
months is just delaying the future for someone
else.” —AFP

‘Dinosaur’ Sangakkara 
happy to say good-bye

Steven Smith celebrates in this file photo.

Australia captain-in-waiting 
Smith to carry burden alone

MELBOURNE: Faced with the task of
rebuilding an Australian team laid low by
Ashes failure, Steven Smith’s short appren-
ticeship under the captaincy of Michael
Clarke comes to an end with the fifth and
final test at The Oval.

In Clarke, captain-in-waiting Smith has
the perfect sounding board on how to lift a
team out of the doldrums, but he will not
have the benefit of the 34-year-old’s experi-
ence at close hand in the dressing room.
Following Australia’s calamitous 2010/11
Ashes loss on home soil under Ricky
Ponting, Clarke was also the inheritor of a
demoralised team, having served a lengthy
apprenticeship as vice captain.

However, while Ponting stayed on under
Clarke for the better part of two seasons,
Smith will have to rely largely on his own
wits. The 26-year-old has already had a
taste of leadership, having replaced Clarke
as captain for three tests of the home series
against India, but taking over a team in
major transition will be a whole new ball
game. “Nothing is confirmed yet either with
anything, in regards to the captaincy,”
Smith told Australian media in Nottingham.
“But if it works out that way and I am the
next captain, then it’s a lot of responsibility.
“There’s obviously a few guys on this tour,
the senior players that haven’t been taking
part in the last couple of games.

“So it’s always tough when you lose
those guys. But I think it ’s exciting for
Australian cricket, we’re going to have

some younger guys coming through.”
Smith’s team is certain to have a very differ-
ent complexion when it embarks on a two-
test tour of Bangladesh in October.

Apart from Clarke and paceman Ryan
Harris, who suffered a knee injury and
promptly retired just before first test, wick-
etkeeper Brad Haddin, Chris Rogers and
Shane Watson are all expected to have
played their last tests.

Managing the influx of a raft of new
players while nursing the egos of the
remaining senior ones may be Smith’s
toughest task as captain.

Man management often seemed an
insurmountable job for Clarke, with
rumours of dressing room disharmony and
clashes with selectors a hallmark of his four
years in charge.

As Clarke has struggled for runs this
tour, the pressure on his deputy also
seemed to take its toll and Smith has failed
with the bat in four innings since his glori-
ous 215 and 58 in the second test at Lord’s.
Though Clarke will hog much of the atten-
tion in the dead rubber against England at
The Oval, Smith will be eager to stamp his
mark at the crease and lead from the front
as he did with three centuries in his three
tests in charge against India.

“He was a great captain and a terrific
player, so he’s going to be missed, that’s for
sure,” Smith said of the departing skipper.
“Hopefully we can send Michael off on a
high note at The Oval.”—Reuters

SYDNEY: In this March 8, 2015 file photo Sri Lankan batsman Kumar Sangakkara, celebrates
his hundred runs during a match against Australia. —AP

GALLE: Kumar Sangakkara has featured promi-
nently in strategy meetings in rival dressing
rooms over the last one-and-half-decades and it
is no different even in the final series for the
retiring Sri Lankan great. Today, Sangakkara will
play the penultimate test of his illustrious career
against India at Galle, the same venue where he
made his test debut against South Africa in 2000.

As agreed with his board, Sangakkara will
play the second match of the three-test series
against India in Colombo before hanging up his
bat after 134 tests.

Even in his retirement, the 37-year-old left-
hander had rivals worrying how to dismiss him.
“The plan is always pretty basic against any good
quality players,” India captain Virat Kohli, leading
in his first full-series since taking over from
Mahendra Singh Dhoni late last year, told
reporters yesterday.

“You don’t need to try something out-of-the-

box. It’s about creating pressure and in the last
ODI series we played in India, we had one or two
plans against him that worked for us.

“Obviously he is someone who scores very
consistently and can get big runs. His last two
games, he would like to leave a significant mark
before he goes.

“It will be good to get him out early, but it’s
not going to be easy,” added Kohli. Sangakkara
will go into the match as the fifth highest run-
scorer in test cricket and one short of Australian
great Donald Bradman’s record of 12 double
centuries.

The left-hander, who debuted as a stumper-
batsman, said he did not like being relieved of
the keeping duties but it was possibly the best
thing to have happened to his test career. “At the
time, I thought I can do both,” the former cap-
tain, who has scored 12,000-plus tests runs with
a 58-plus average, told reporters.—Reuters

Retiring Sri Lanka great
still a thorn in rival flesh
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SAN ANTONIO: Michael Phelps competes in the finals of the men’s 200-meter breaststroke at the the US swimming nationals. —AP

SAN ANTONIO: Michael Phelps already has far
more medals than any Olympic athlete. There is
no longer any reason to doubt he’ll have anoth-
er massive haul in Rio. Not after an astounding
weekend in sweltering San Antonio, where
Phelps turned in a performance at the U.S.
national championships that re-established his
place as the world’s dominant swimmer.

He churned through the water, his body as
ripped and fit as ever, producing times that
haven’t been seen since the days of the high-
tech bodysuits. When rival swimmer Chad le
Clos trash-talked from afar, it only made Phelps
go faster. “I did what I came here to do,” he said
Monday.

Phelps was barred from the world champi-
onships after his second drunken-driving arrest,
so he turned the national championships into
his biggest meet of the year.

Never mind that this was essentially a junior-
varsity event, largely made up of promising
youngsters, a few late bloomers and a smatter-
ing of big-name swimmers who failed to qualify
for worlds.

Hardly the sort of competition that Phelps is
used to facing, but he wasn’t concerned about
the guy in the next lane. His attention was
focused on Kazan, Russia - specifically, the win-
ning times at worlds in the 100-meter butterfly,
the 200 fly, and the 200 individual medley.

Phelps was determined to beat them all, to
prove to everyone he was the real champion.
Mission accomplished. Phelps’ times in the fly
harkened back to 2009, when rubberized suits
made a mockery of the clock. His performance in
the 200 IM was faster than anyone has gone
since he won gold at the 2012 Olympics. “I pre-
pared myself for the best and the worst,” he said.
“I thought that was something that really made

an impact on me being so relaxed. I was ready
for anything. That’s something I got back to,
something I haven’t done in a while.”

After winning eight gold medals at the 2008
Beijing Olympics, knocking off Mark Spitz’s icon-
ic Olympic record, Phelps had largely accom-
plished what he wanted to do in the sport by
age 23. His training fell off. There was that noto-
rious tabloid picture of him inhaling from a mari-
juana pipe. And when he failed to even win a
medal in his first event at London, it looked as
though his time had passed.

Being Michael Phelps, he bounced back to
capture four golds and two silvers at the 2012
Games, making him the most decorated athlete
in Olympic history. He retired after his last event
in London, with 18 golds, 22 medals overall, and
supposedly no desire to keep swimming into his
30s. Well, here he is, about six weeks removed
from his 30th birthday, on top of the game
again. His retirement barely lasted a year. His
comeback has hardly been smooth, though.
When he was arrested again for DUI last
September, Phelps decided to take a long, hard
look at himself. He went through six weeks of
inpatient therapy, which helped him deal with
everything from family dynamics (his parents
divorced when he was a child, resulting in a
strained relationship with his father) to issues
with alcohol.

Phelps vowed not to drink at least through
the Rio Games and made a commitment to get
in the best shape of his life. That work has clearly
paid off. He’s more muscular, more defined. His
body didn’t hurt nearly as much as he thought it
would after back-to-back-to-back races, though
he requires more sleep than he did in his
younger days.

“My body doesn’t feel tired; I’m just sleepy,”

he said. “That’s the biggest thing, just staying on
top of my sleep.” By the end of the month, he’ll
move from his beloved Baltimore to the Phoenix
area to remain with longtime coach Bob
Bowman, who is taking over at Arizona State.
They have one of the longest, most successful
partnerships in sports, and Phelps’ trust in his
coach never wavers.

From all indications, Phelps will swim the
same three individual events in Rio that he dom-
inated in San Antonio. (For good measure, he
finished fifth in the 200 breaststroke Monday on
the final night of nationals, a race he described
as “just a fun, joke-around event.” Of course, he
posted a personal-best time.) Bowman would
like to try the 200 freestyle at a few warmup
meets over the next year, but he doesn’t think
that will be part of the Olympic program.

Phelps will be busy enough as it is. He is sure
to be on all three relays after the U.S. men
turned in a dismal performance at worlds, failing
to even qualify for the 400 free relay final.

“Obviously we have a lot of work to do,”
Phelps said, a disgusted tone in his voice. “The
world isn’t afraid of us anymore.” On his own,
Phelps will be facing much stiffer competition at
the Olympics than he did in Texas. Longtime
American rival Ryan Lochte is still in the mix,
coming off his fourth straight world titles in the
200 IM. “When he and I race, we leave everything
in the pool,” Phelps said. “You can say that’s a
true rivalry in the sport.” That sounded like of a
bit of a dig at Le Clos, who upset Phelps in the
200 fly at London and predicts their showdown
in Rio will be the swimming equivalent of Ali-
Frazier. The South African isn’t backing down,
either. “I don’t fear Michael Phelps,” Le Clos said
Sunday in Kazan. “I never have and I never will.”
On to Rio. —AP

Phelps back on top as focus turns to Rio

JAKARTA: The old rivalry between superstars Lee Chong Wei and
Lin Dan roared back into life at the world championships yester-
day, with both players inviting the prospect of a semi-final show-
down in Jakarta. Lee, a former world number one who only
returned to badminton in May after being slapped with an eight-
month ban for doping, looked dangerous as he swept aside
Lithuania’s Kestutis Navickas 21-9, 21-13 in his opening match.

His archrival Lin, a two-time Olympic champion, began his
campaign for a sixth world crown in similar fashion, demolishing
American Sattawat Pongnairat 21-8, 21-11. 

The pair are long-running foes, with China’s Lin denying
Malaysia’s Lee gold in two world championships and back to back
Olympics in 2008 and 2012, and badminton fans are savouring
the possibility the veterans could clash in a semi-final sizzler in
Jakarta.

“I am aware a great many people are waiting for us to duel on
the court. Certainly I will give my best performance if this occurs,”
Lee, 32, told reporters.

“This could be our last game, because maybe next year we will
retire.” Lin said Lee’s strong return to the badminton circuit-the
Malaysian has won back to back US and Canada Open titles this
season-would make the competition “increasingly fierce” and
invited the opportunity for a rematch. “Especially if you consider
our age, we’ve had few opportunities to play,” Lin, 31, told
reporters. “I would love if we could play again.”

Lin is expected to cruise through his next match but Lee-who
is unseeded at the world championships for the first time in years-
must navigate his way past 12th seed German shuttler Marc
Zwiebler.  Top seed in the women’s competition Carolina Marin,
who nearly pulled out of the tournament due to injury, had a
scare as she embarked on her defence of her world title. 

The world number one lost her first set against Malaysia’s Tee
Jing Yi, before finding her feet and delivering some blistering
smashes to convincingly claim the match 19-21, 21-14, 21-13.

“At the beginning I was a little bit nervous,” the Spaniard said.
Others couldn’t control the jitters, with ninth women’s seed
Nozomi Okuhara going down a third-straight time to unseeded
Thai shuttler Porntip Buranaprasertsuk, while Taiwan’s Pai Yu Po
knocked out Indonesia’s Maria Febe Kusumastuti.

Third seed Li Xuerui breezed into the third round with a 21-10,
21-11 drubbing of Bulgaria’s Petya Nedelcheva. The Olympic
champion, who was upstaged by a gutsy Marin, declined to say
whether she was out for revenge.  “You will have to wait and see,”
she told reporters via a translator.

Second seed Jan O. Jorgensen - who has arguably the hardest
draw in the men’s singles - eased past Thailand’s Boonsak
Ponsana, while fellow Dane Hans-Kristian Vittinghus and South
Korea’s Son Wan Ho were among the other top shuttlers to book a
spot in the round of 32.

Elsewhere, Israeli athlete Misha Zilberman, who was only
granted a visa by Indonesia at the 11th hour to compete in the
world championships, blamed the immigration saga for his early
departure from the tournament. Zilberman was only granted a
visa after the head of the Badminton World Federation intervened
directly on his behalf, but the shuttler said the disruption to his
training caused his 21-14, 21-14 drubbing. Men’s world number
one Chen Long, who is seeking to defend his crown and add to
the four titles he’s already bagged this season, will play his first
match on Wednesday after being given a first round bye.—AFP

Monfils, Simon earn 
easy wins in Montreal

MONTREAL: Gael Monfils downed Italy’s
Fabio Fognini in straight sets 6-3, 6-1 on
Monday as French players made a strong
start to the Rogers Cup men’s tournament.

Monfils broke Fognini’s serve four times
in their first round match and finished with
seven aces to Fognini’s three. “I wanted to
start off this tournament well,” said Monfils,
who has yet to win a Grand Slam in his
career. “It was not a great match, but I
didn’t play bad. I was solid. I didn’t give
away any points.” France’s Gilles Simon was
also in form, defeating Italy’s Andreas Seppi
in straight sets 6-2, 6-4.

The final match of the day between
France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga and Croatia’s
Borna Coric was postponed because of rain
with Tsonga leading 2-1 in the first set.

Monfils will next play Gilles Muller, who
defeated Canada’s Philip Bester 6-2, 6-3.

“I’m looking forward to that match because
I’ve known him for a long time,” said the 28-
year-old Monfils. “I know he’s a good player.
He plays well. He’s very aggressive and has
a good serve.” Spain’s Tommy Robredo
needed three sets to top countryman
Feliciano Lopez 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. Robredo will
face third-ranked Andy Murray in the sec-
ond round. Bester struggled against
Muller ’s powerful serve, but also had
unforced errors throughout and never
managed to break Muller ’s serve. Also
Monday, Sam Querrey got past Martin
Klizan 6-3, 6-3, Sergiy Stakhovsky overcame
Filip Peliwo 6-1, 5-7, 6-2, Bernard Tomic
downed Joao Sousa 6-3, 6-3, Thomaz
Bellucci outlasted Pablo Cuevas 7-6 (4), 4-6,
7-6 (4),  Ivo Karlovic defeated Jerzy
Janowicz 6-4, 7-6 (6) and Leonardo Mayer
eliminated Chung Hyeon 6-3, 6-4. —AP

MONTREAL: Gael Monfils of France returns to Italian opponent Fabio Fognini during
their first round match at the Rogers Cup tennis tournament. —AP

TORONTO: After a long rain delay
Germany’s Sabine Lisicki made quick work
of Venus Williams, strolling into the second
round of the Rogers Cup on Monday after
routing the American 6-0 6-3.

Rain wiped out most of the opening day
action but play finally resumed on the
Toronto hardcourts late in the evening fol-
lowing a nine-hour wait with Williams and
Lisicki walking out onto a near empty cen-
tre court. For those who waited out the
storm, the reward was brief as Lisicki need-
ed just 66 minutes to dismiss the 14th
seed.

“It’s always tough after a long rain delay,
you don’t know if you are ever going to get
onto the court and with a tough match
against Venus,” said Lisicki.

“I t ’s always a pleasure to play her
because you know you have to play well to
beat her, so I’m really happy with my per-
formance today.”

Lisicki, who got her North American
hard-court campaign off to a shaky start
with a first-round loss last week at Stanford,
came out looking sharper and ready to
play, opening the match with a break.

Williams, trailing 3-0, had a chance to
break back but could not convert as Lisicki

held to forge further ahead. Williams’ resist-
ance continued to crumble, with three
straight double faults in the fifth game
handing her opponent a third break,
before Lisicki closed out the set 40-0.

Williams, playing just her second match
since a fourth-round loss to sister Serena at
Wimbledon, held serve to open the second
set but then double faulted to gift Lisicki a
2-1 lead.

Williams later saved two match points
but could not fight off a third as Lisicki
improved her record to 4-1 against the
American. The match was only the second
singles contest to be completed on a soggy
opening day. In the first match of the day
on centre court, Italian 15th seed Flavia
Pennetta beat Canadian wild card Gabriela
Dabrowski 6-4 6-1 to set up a second round
encounter with world number one Serena
Williams. A former doubles world number
one, Pennetta needed just 69 minutes to
dismiss the 222nd ranked Dabrowski and
register her first match win since the
French Open. “It’s going to be nice because
I’ll play one of the best players ever,” said
Pennetta. “But it’s good because she’s the
hardest test and I’ll see where my game
is.”—Reuters

Lisicki routs Venus at 
rain-hit Rogers Cup

TORONTO: Sabine Lisicki of Germany plays a shot against Venus Williams of the USA
during Day 1 of the Rogers Cup at the Aviva Centre. —AFP

Wei and Dan rivalry 
flares up at Jakarta

JAKARTA: Lin Dan of China hits a return against Sattawat Pongnairat of the US
during their men’s singles qualifying match of the 2015 World Championships
badminton tournament. —AFP
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LONDON: The percentage of English
players in top-flight starting line-ups fell
below one third during the opening
weekend of the Premier League, fueling
the FA’s concerns about a lack of oppor-
tunities for home-grown youngsters, the
Times reported.

Of the 220 players who started for
Premier League clubs at the weekend,
only 73, or 33.2 per cent, were eligible to
play for England, the Times said
(http://thetim.es/1J8B3f5).

The numbers represent a dip from
last season’s 35 per cent and a steep fall
from 69 per cent in 1992-93, when the
Premier League was launched.

The English top-flight already has the
lowest proportion of players among
Europe’s leading leagues. This season’s
opening day figures were inflated by
newly promoted Bournemouth, who
started eight English players against
Aston Villa, the Times said.

But fellow new boys Watford, along
with Arsenal and Newcastle United,
started with just one Englishman.
Champions Chelsea started with two,
but one of those was John Terry, who
retired from international football three
years ago.

Reece Oxford, the 16-year-old sensa-
tion who impressed on his debut with

West Ham United, was one of just five
English teenagers to start a Premier
League game at the weekend. The oth-
ers were Brendan Galloway for Everton,
Joe Gomez and Jordan Ibe for Liverpool,
and Matt Targett for Southampton. Greg
Dyke, the FA chairman, has already
warned that English football is a “tanker
that needs turning”, but his efforts to
tighten rules to improve prospects for
home-grown players have met with
resistance from Premier League clubs.

The majority of club managers and
chairmen feel they should not have to
consider nationality when building their
teams and that English players are often

too expensive. Reuters reported last
week that the Premier League Chief
Executive was also more in favour of
helping develop grass-roots football
rather than “artificially” increasing quo-
tas for English players in Premier League
squads. (http://reut.rs/1J14BcN)

But with many of the English players
who did feature already in their late
twenties and thirties and therefore
unlikely to be called up to the national
team, the question of how to boost the
numbers of young Englishmen in the
top-flight is more pressing than ever
before. Of the more than 500 million
pounds ($780 million) spent on top-

flight transfers this summer, just over a
fifth has been spent on English players,
according to the Times.

Nearly half of that 100 million pound
outlay was due to Manchester City
spending a reported 49 million pounds
to buy Raheem Sterling from Liverpool.

With the Premier League sticking to
its position that improvement will come
through the Elite Player Performance
Plan, which requires better standards
and facilities as well as more contact
hours for academy players, the dearth of
young English players in the top-flight
seems likely to continue in the near
term. —Reuters

English talents get fewer chances to shine - Times

LONDON: Chelsea’s Oscar (centre) celebrates with his teammates after scoring a goal in this file photo. —AP

LONDON: It is, of course, much too early to try
to read something into the first round of
matches in a Premier League season that has
another 37 games and more than eight months
to run. But it’s just too tempting. Especially as
some of the surprises in an entertaining start
will clearly have an impact on the coming
weekend’s action - at least for Chelsea and
Arsenal.

The Blues now face one of their toughest
games of the season - at Manchester City -
without goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois, following
the Belgian’s rash decision to clatter into
Bafetimbi Gomis during its 2-2 home draw with
Swansea.

New signing Asmir Begovic, whose first
touch was to pick the ball out of the Chelsea
net after Gomis had converted the resulting
penalty, should make his full debut for the
champions at Etihad Stadium.

And it promises to be a tight game. Though
Chelsea lacked the rhythm that will come as
the season progresses, Jose Mourinho’s side
still showed plenty of power and attacking
intent against Swansea - particularly whenever
Willian or Eden Hazard were on the ball.

With a nervous Manchester United needing
an own goal by Kyle Walker to beat Tottenham,
Manchester City was by far the most convinc-
ing of English football’s Big Four with its 3-0
win at West Bromwich Albion.

When players like Yaya Toure, who scored
twice at the Hawthorns, and David Silva are on
the kind of form they showed Monday night,
the 2012 and 2014 champions are an astonish-
ingly good side.

Add the 49 million pounds ($76 million) paid
to Liverpool for Raheem Sterl ing and the
goalscoring talent of Sergio Aguero, and it’s not
difficult to see the potential for a third league
trophy in five seasons. Or of an early title claim
when Chelsea coming visiting on Sunday.

Given Cour tois’ automatic suspension,
Chelsea fans will have left Stamford Bridge on
Saturday with even longer faces and even big-
ger regrets after Petr Cech was allowed to move
to Arsenal.

About 24 hours later, those opinions may
have been revised with the 33-year-old’s
calamitous league debut for his new club. For a
man who makes very few mistakes in a season,

two blunders after less than an hour is certainly
a worrying start, and was enough to consign
Arsene Wenger’s side to an embarrassing 2-0
home defeat to West Ham.

While trying to explain what he acknowl-
edged were two very cheap goals, Wenger
pointed to West Ham being further advanced in
its preparation for the season. After all, Slaven
Bilic’s side had already played three rounds of
Europa League football.

Wenger was factually correct. But whether
taking on the l ikes of Birk irkara from the
Maltese Premier League and Astra Giurgiu of
Romania counts as preparation for facing one
of the best sides in Europe is a moot point.
More important is the fact that Sunday’s defeat
already puts Arsenal under an unwelcome
degree of pressure ahead of this weekend’s
game against Crystal Palace.

Arsenal had a good domestic season in
2014-15, finishing third in the league and win-
ning a second consecutive FA Cup. The major
disappointment came from a poor start - with
just two wins from the opening eight league
games - that effectively dashed any realistic
hopes of winning the title.

So Sunday turned into precisely the kind of
nightmare that Arsenal had been determined
to avoid. And the extent to which it is already
playing mind games can be gauged from the

comments made afterward by defender Per
Mertesacker. Looked at dispassionately, losing
the f irst  of  38 games means nothing. Yet
Mertesacker went so far as to describe Sunday’s
upset as “a massive loss”, adding that “to start
with a game l ike that is  not good, but to
bounce back is even more important now.”

It’s a far cry from the relative optimism that
Louis van Gaal’s new-look United should be
taking to Aston Villa in the first of the season’s
Friday night fixtures.

With four new signings in the starting lineup
and a fifth - Bastian Schweinsteiger - coming on
in the second half, United should have looked
pretty disjointed in the middle and vulnerable
at the back against Tottenham. Neither was the
case. It may not have been a slick performance,
and there was more sideways passing than is
usually welcomed by the Old Trafford faithful,
but United looked a very sharp unit at times.

Right back Matteo Darmian and defensive
midfielder Morgan Schneiderlin both made
promising debuts, although it’s open to ques-
tion whether Wayne Rooney is best used as a
target man, rather than as a marauding No. 10.
Signing another striker, and resolving the
future of goalkeeper and Real Madrid target
David De Gea, would certainly do United no
harm in the days ahead. And Aston Villa proba-
bly won’t either, for that matter.—AP

Struggles and surprises as 
Premier League gets moving

Arsenal’s manager Arsene Wenger

BERLIN: Bayern Munich have set their
sights on a record fourth consecutive
Bundesliga title when the league gets
under way this week, with VfL Wolfsburg
ready to resume last season’s hunt.

Few doubt the Bavarians, already con-
sidered by most Bundesliga coaches as the
overwhelming title favorites, can do it.
Coach Pep Guardiola, in his third season in
charge, will be looking to set more records
after two dominant Bundesliga campaigns.

“No team has ever won the Bundesliga
four times in a row,” he said. “It is going to
be tough but that is our goal.” The Spaniard
may still be missing the Champions League
title with Bayern but he is the undisputed
king of the Bundesliga, having led his team
to the title virtually unopposed in the two
previous seasons.

He will be fielding a somewhat changed
team with fans missing their talismanic
midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger, who
joined Manchester United and winger
Franck Ribery still nursing a months-long
injury.

The Frenchman will miss the start of the
season, including the opener against
Hamburg SV on Friday, but Guardiola has
his replacement ready.

Newcomer Douglas Costa has so far
been impressive down the left wing, where
Ribery has ruled for years, with the
Brazilian’s pace, skills and speed opening
up defences. Costa, who joined from
Shakhtar Donetsk, Chile international
Arturo Vidal and talented 20-year-old mid-

fielder Joshua Kimmich are Guardiola’s big
transfers but with a squad already brim-
ming with talent and experience, he hopes
it is even stronger than last season.

“Normally Bayern will this season be
again the measure of all things,” said VfL
Wolfsburg coach Dieter Hecking. “They are
just too far ahead with their potential.”

Wolfsburg, second last season, are seen
as the strongest rivals to the title, especially
after signing forward Max Kruse from
Borussia Moenchengladbach but they
must hold on to Belgium international
Kevin De Bruyne as offers pour in.

The attacking midfielder, their key play-
er in last season’s second place finish and
German Cup victory, is being courted by
Manchester City with sports director Klaus
Allofs saying his “head is being turned” by
the offers. Thomas Tuchel has the unenvi-
able task of succeeding title-winning coach
Juergen Klopp on the Borussia Dortmund
bench and must rebuild a competitive
team after last season’s implosion.

The 2011 and 2012 German champions
look to be on track after a 6-0 aggregate
win over Austria’s Wolfsberger AC in the
Europa League and a comfortable German
Cup first round win last week.

Borussia Moenchengladbach, third last
season, are also in fine form in the pre-sea-
son and with a string of transfers, including
Swiss striker Josip Drmic, boosting the
squad, they also eye their maiden
Champions League season with confi-
dence. —Reuters

Champions Bayern set sights 
on record fourth straight title

Bayern Munich’s coach Pep Guardiola gestures in this file photo.

Clasico dates changed

Celtic wary of Kilmarnock
GLASGOW: Celtic manager Ronny Deila says
the Hoops will be wary of a Kilmarnock backlash
when the sides clash at Rugby Park today.

Gary Locke’s team have endured a difficult
start to the season and sit  bottom of the
Scottish Premiership following two consecutive
defeats.

Glasgow giants Celtic, however, occupy a
familiar position at the top of the table after
wins over Ross County and Partick Thistle. Deila
knows the danger a Killie side desperate for
points could pose but says his team are relish-
ing the challenge of defending the title they
have won for the past four seasons. “Every game
is challenging and now games are coming every
three days so it’s a tough programme but we’re
loving doing it,” he said. 

“We have a big squad and a good squad. “We
had some changes for the weekend and they
did very well. I think the first-half was some of
the best we’ve done so far this season so it’s

exciting times. We have so many things to play
for and we’re looking forward to every game.

“We’re developing in every training session
and every game. Wednesday will be a tough
game but we know when we play at our best
we have the level that is very hard to cope with.”

One Hoops player desperate to be involved
today is Australian international Tom Rogic. The
midfielder made his first start for Celtic in nearly
two years at the weekend and netted the open-
er in the 2-0 win over Partick Thistle.

The 22-year-old, who missed almost a full
year out with injury, is hoping to take advan-
tage of Celtic’s busy schedule to earn himself
more game time in his battle to regain full fit-
ness. “The manager has told me just to keep
working and I will get a chance,” Rogic said. “We
have a good squad and good players and it’s
hard to break in but as long as everyone is
working for the right reasons and for each other
then we will be successful. “Obviously with miss-

ing some football, it’s work-in-progress for me in
becoming fitter and stronger, and better for
myself and the team. I’m feeling good.

“It was a long road and at times you get a bit
negative. Everyone in the dressing room has
been really positive and made the past year eas-
ier going in each day.

“The manager has given me a lot of confi-
dence this season. I have been working really
hard and there have been a lot of lonely hours
in the gym.  I have had to keep pushing on and
working, hoping the opportunities would come.

“We have an important few weeks coming
up for the club and it’s important that everyone
is switched on and ready for them.”

Elsewhere on Wednesday, Hearts will
attempt to keep pace with Celtic at the top of
the table when they host Motherwell  at
Tynecastle while Inverness Caledonian Thistle
welcome Partick Thistle to the Caledonian
Stadium. —AFP

MADRID: The dates for both El Clasico
clashes between Barcelona and Real
Madrid in La Liga have been changed just
days before the new season is due to get
underway. The first fixture between the
two giants scheduled for the weekend of
November 7/8 at the Santiago Bernabeu
will now be played two weeks later after an
international break on November 21 or 22.
Similarly the return at the Camp Nou will
be a week later than planned on the week-
end of April 9/10. The fixtures have had to

be rescheduled due to the early rounds of
the Copa del Rey and Barcelona’s participa-
tion in the Club World Cup.

A round of midweek fixtures planned for
October 28 has been cancelled with Luis
Enrique’s men starting their Copa del Rey
defence on that date instead.

With the league season now set to finish
a week later than planned on May 22, the
Copa del Rey final has been moved forward
to May 7. The La Liga season gets under-
way on August 21. —AFP
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Struggles and 
surprises as 
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gets moving

‘Dinosaur’ Sangakkara happy to say good-bye Page 17

LONDON: Manchester City’s Argentinian striker Sergio Aguero (right) holds off West Bromwich Albion’s Argentinian midfielder Claudio Yacob during the English Premier League football match. — AFP

WEST BROMWICH: Manuel Pellegrini is con-
fident Manchester City will see Yaya Toure
back to his best after insisting the problems
the player faced last season are now behind
him. 

Toure was on the scoresheet as City
showed their Premier League title credentials
with an impressive 3-0 opening-game win
away to West Bromwich Albion on Monday. 

Having seen rivals Chelsea and Arsenal
both slip up over the weekend, City manager

Pellegrini’s team took full advantage with a
dominant display which will give them confi-
dence ahead of Sunday’s showdown with
Jose Mourinho’s champions. 

Having struggled to find his best form for
a variety of reasons last term, the perform-
ance of Ivory Coast star Toure stood out as he
gave signs he is fit and focused with a domi-
nant display at the heart of City’s midfield.  “I
always said last season it was a strange sea-
son for Yaya, he started with a lot of prob-
lems, the death of his brother, his agents, I
think he was not focused maybe on what he
had to do last year,” Pellegrini explained.

“We spoke a long way before the start of
the season and I am very sure we will see the
Yaya from two years ago. He is a very impor-
tant player for us,” the Chilean added.

“I don’t think Yaya deserved the amount
of criticism he received last season. It was
not his best season but he did not play so, so

bad like everyone said.  
“But he is an important player for us. I am

sure last season his head was not in his best
moment. It is very difficult for a player when
you have so many problems.”

Toure and David Silva combined to hand
City the initiative just nine minutes in, with
the Spain international flicking home his
team-mate’s shot with the aid of a deflection
before midfielder Toure curled home a fine
second goal 15 minutes later.  

With Vincent Kompany making the points
certain, City’s old guard overshadowed £49
million ($76 million) record signing Raheem
Sterling on his competitive debut. The for-
mer Liverpool forward twice had good
opportunities to join them on the score-
sheet only to be foiled from close range by
Baggies goalkeeper Boaz Myhill.

“I’m not disappointed because Raheem
plays 70 minutes very well (before he was

substituted),” said Pellegrini. “If he continues
to play like this I am sure he will be the play-
er we bought.” 

Pellegrini played down the significance of
this weekend’s meeting with Chelsea, who
already trail City by two points following
Saturday’s draw against Swansea. 

“It is important to have a difference with
them at the start of the season because they
are one of the five teams who have the most
chance to win the title.  

“Every point is important but the gap
after the second game is not decisive... It is
important to beat the champions of last year
to give you more trust.” 

West Brom boss Tony Pulis refused to
blame his players for the defeat. “I take
responsibility for the way we set up and the
fact we had (two strikers) Saido Berahino
and Rickie Lambert both playing,” said Pulis.
“I have to look at it and say if I did it again I

would probably do it differently. The pivotal
moment was when I decided to play the two
up front instead of an extra man in midfield.” 

Pulis hopes the arrival of West Brom’s own
record signing, £12 million Venezuela for-
ward Salomon Rondon, will signal a marked
improvement after his capture from Zenit St
Petersburg on a four-year deal was sealed
hours before kick-off. 

“Speaking to Manuel (Pellegrini) and
Andre Villas-Boas (the Zenit coach) who
have both worked with the lad, he comes
highly recommended,” said Pulis. 

Pel legrini  had previously coached
Rondon at Malaga “He has played a good
level, has a good goalscoring record, he is
quick and power ful  and at that price
hopefully it turns out to be a good deal for
us.  “The reason Zenit had to sell him is
their quota of foreign players had been
cut.”—AFP

Toure propels City to victory
West Brom 0 

Man City 3 

LONDON: Chelsea have sidelined team
doctor Eva Carneiro from match-day
duties after she fell foul of manager Jose
Mourinho, according to British media
reports yesterday.

Mourinho criticised Carneiro after she
ran on the pitch to treat Eden Hazard in
stoppage time of Chelsea’s 2-2 draw at
home to Swansea City on Saturday, say-
ing she did not “understand the game”.

After receiving support from fans,
Carneiro wrote on her Facebook page: “I
would like to thank the general public for
their overwhelming support. Really very
much appreciated.”

The Daily Telegraph and Daily Mail
said that while Carneiro would continue
in her role as first-team doctor, she
would no longer attend games or train-
ing sessions or enter the team hotel.

Mourinho felt that Carneiro had been
wrong to go to Hazard’s aid as his side
pushed for a winner against Swansea at

Stamford Bridge.
“I wasn’t happy with my medical staff

because even if you are a medical doctor
or secretary on the bench, you have to
understand the game,” he told reporters
after the match.

“If you go to the pitch to assist a play-
er, then you must be sure that a player
has a serious problem. I was sure that
Eden didn’t have a serious problem. He
had a knock and was very tired.

“My medical department left me with
eight fit outfield players in a counter-
attack after a set-piece and we were wor-
ried we didn’t have enough players left.”

Carneiro joined Chelsea in February
2009 and was promoted to the role of
first-team doctor and assistant medical
director by Andre Villas-Boas, one of
Mourinho’s predecessors, in 2011.

The Telegraph and the Mail said her role
had been changed as part of a shake-up of
back-room staff by Mourinho. — AFP

Chelsea axe doctor 
after Mourinho row

WHISTLING STRAITS: Five years ago, Martin
Kaymer was overwhelmed by the level of media
attention and heightened expectations from his
German fans after he won the PGA
Championship at Whistling Straits in Kohler,
Wisconsin.

Now aged 30, he is much wiser and more
careful with how he handles media and spon-
sors’ commitments as he heads back to the spec-
tacular links-style layout that hugs the shores of
Lake Michigan for the year’s final major champi-
onship.

“Back then, I was more being told what I
should say, what I should do,” said Kaymer, who
has since added a second major title to his
impressive resume with an eight-stroke victory
at last year’s U.S. Open. “You should go to this TV
show or you should do this, you should do that.
And I thought, ‘What’s the point? What am I
doing there? I don’t know what I should talk
about, and I don’t like this TV person. I don’t like
to go there.’

“But it’s just part of it. That’s what you do.
Then you ask yourself, ‘Do you want to be part of

that whole circus?’ You do this, you do that, but
you don’t even know why you’re sitting there.”
Kaymer, who is known for his meticulous
approach to the game, now handles such
requests very differently. “I would say, ‘I want to
do this, this, and this. Can you help me, getting
me there or not?’ Then you’re more the active
person, and that was not the case back then,” the
former world number one said.

The biggest challenge for Kaymer after he
won the 2010 PGA Championship in a playoff
with American left-hander Bubba Watson was
trying to cope with extraordinary expectations
heaped upon him back in Germany. “It’s difficult
to handle when you’re 25 years old and in that
position,” the Dusseldorf native said. “When you
have someone (Michael Schumacher) driving in
the Formula 1 who wins 80 percent of the races
and you have the German football team that
wins a lot, and then you’re number one in the
world in golf, then why don’t you win (every
time)?

“Top 10 is a disappointment. Missing the cut
... you cannot even describe this. The whole

world is down on you. Now it’s different. You
think, ‘OK, you just have to say whatever.
Whatever they say is fine. I don’t care.’” Kaymer is
relishing the opportunity of playing Whistling
Straits this week, a course he rates as one of his
top three in the world. “It’s beautiful to play,” he
said. “It’s really, really nice to see the surround-
ings. You don’t mind if you have to wait a few
minutes because you can just have a look at the
lake, at the dunes. — Reuters

Kaymer changed man for 
Whistling Straits return

WHISTLING STRAITS: Martin Kaymer of
Germany watches a tee shot during a
practice round prior to the 2015 PGA
Championship. — AFP
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LIANYUNGANG: A teller counts yuan banknotes in a bank in Lianyungang, east China’s Jiangsu province. China’s central bank yesterday devalued its yuan currency by nearly two percent against the US dollar, as authorities seek to
push market reforms and bolster the world’s second-largest economy. — AFP

LONDON: China’s shock 2 percent devaluation of the yuan yes-
terday pushed the dollar higher and raised the prospect of a
new round of currency wars, just as Greece reached a new deal
to contain its debt crisis. Stocks fell in Asia and Europe as
investors worried about the implications of a move designed to
support China’s slowing economy and exports. The stronger dol-
lar hit commodity prices, driving crude oil down after Monday’s
hefty gains, though gold hit three-week highs as investors
focused on the risks to the global economy. Weaker stocks lifted
top-rated bonds, with yields on euro zone debt also falling on
the Greek deal, struck nine days before Athens is due to repay
3.2 billion euros to the European Central Bank.

China’s move, which the central bank described as a “one-off
depreciation” based on a new way of managing the exchange
rate that better reflected market forces, triggered the yuan’s
biggest fall since 1994, pushing it to its weakest against the dol-
lar in almost three years. The Australian dollar, often used as a
liquid proxy for the yuan, fell 1.2 percent to $0.7322 as the US
dollar index, which measures the greenback against a basket of
currencies, rose 0.4 percent before paring gains. In Asia, the
Singapore dollar hit a five-year low while the Malaysian ringgit
and the Indonesian rupiah hit lows not seen since the Asian
financial crisis 17 years ago. The Japanese yen hit a two-month
low of 125.08 to the US dollar.

Investors who had held euro-funded yuan positions bought
back the single currency, pushing it up 0.2 percent to $1.1042
and weighing on the dollar index. US reaction will be crucial.
Washington has for years pressed Beijing to free up the
exchange rate to allow the yuan to strengthen, reflecting the
growth in the world’s second-largest economy. Today, China’s
economy is slowing and the new exchange rate mechanism
gives markets greater ability to push the yuan lower, just as the
United States prepares to raise interest rates - a step that should
add to dollar strength.

“It does look, however modest, like an attempt to recoup just
a small amount of competitive edge lost in international mar-
kets,” said Simon Derrick, head of currency research at BNY

Mellon in London. “What happens over the next few days mat-
ters. If we have a currency that moves much more freely, fine. If,
however, we go back and it’s just repegged ... that is currency
war.” European shares fell. The pan-European FTSEurofirst 300
index was down 1 percent, led lower by car makers and luxury
goods companies, whose products have just got more expen-
sive for Chinese consumers. “What is good for growth in China is
unfortunately bad for everybody else,” said Bill McQuaker, co-
head of multi-asset at Henderson Global Investors.

Shares in Athens, however, gained 1.5 percent after the coun-
try secured a third bailout deal with creditors, making it the only
European bourse to rise. This followed falls in Asia. MSCI’s broad-
est index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan gave up early gains
and was down 1.4 percent at its lowest since February 2014.
Japan’s Nikkei slipped 0.4 percent. On Chinese stock markets, air-
lines and importers fell, though exporters rose. The CSI300 index
of the largest listed companies in Shanghai and Shenzhen lost
0.4 percent and the Shanghai Composite closed flat.

The weakness in stocks boosted top-rated bonds. German
10-year yields fell 4 basis points to 0.65 percent and US equiva-
lents dropped 6 bps to 2.16 percent. The deal on another bailout
for Greece also helped yields on lower-rated Spanish and Italian
bonds drop 5 bps apiece while Greek two-year yields fell 4.8 per-
centage points to 14.67 percent, their lowest since March. “The
Chinese devaluation was taken as ‘things are not going that well
in China’ and this is a risk-off move,” said Martin van Vliet, senior
rate strategist at ING, adding that “with the Greek deal secured
and the ECB continuously buying bonds, peripheral spreads
would have been much tighter (but for China)”. 

Oil prices fell as dollar-priced commodities became more
expensive, weighing on demand. Brent crude was down 65
cents a barrel at $49.76. Gold fell to as low as $1,093.25 before
recovering to around $1,1109 an ounce as investors sought safe-
ty. “Probably gold is benefiting from fears that this is a new
round of ‘currency war’,” Macquarie analyst Matthew Turner said,
adding that China’s move had increased uncertainties about the
global economy, which tends to be good for gold. — Reuters

China devaluation heralds currency war
US dollar on the rise as China devalues yuan

ATHENS: Greece and its international lenders reached a
multi-billion euro bailout agreement yesterday after talk-
ing through the night, officials said, potentially saving the
country from financial ruin. The agreement, reached after
a 23-hour session of talks, must still be adopted by
Greece’s parliament and euro-zone countries. The single
currency bloc’s finance ministers are due to meet on
Friday, giving time to finalise the deal before a major debt
repayment next week.

The negotiations appeared to have resolved all the
main outstanding issues, after Greece’s leftist government
effectively capitulated last month to creditors’ demands
for deep austerity measures in order to receive loans.
“Finally, we have white smoke,” a Greek Finance Ministry
official said after exhausted Greek officials emerged in a
central Athens hotel to announce the two sides had
agreed on terms. “An agreement has been reached.”
Finance Minister Euclid Tsakalotos confirmed only “two or
three small issues” were pending. Greek shares rose, with
the banking index surging 6 percent, while two-year bond
yields fell more than 4 percentage points.

“The institutions and the Greek authorities achieved an
agreement in principle on a technical basis. Now as a next
step, a political assessment will be made,” European com-
mission spokeswoman Annika Breidhardt said in Brussels.
Still, officials in sceptical northern European countries
remained cautious, pending final approval of the deal.
“There remains work to be done with details,” said
Finland’s Finance Minister Alexander Stubb. “We must
take one step at a time. Agreement is a big word.”
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker was due to
hold talks later with German Chancellor Angela Merkel
and French President Francois Hollande.

Approving the agreement would close a painful chap-
ter of aid talks for Greece, which fought against austerity
terms demanded by creditors for much of the year before
relenting under the threat of being bounced out of the
euro-zone. After a deal in principle last month, the latest
round of talks began in Athens three weeks ago to craft
an agreement covering details of reform measures, the
timeline for their implementation and the amount of aid
needed. — Reuters

Greece and lenders 
clinch bailout deal 

ATHENS: A woman walks past graffiti by street artist Flip depicting a baby still attached to its umbilical cord
and reading “Welcome...You owe to Troika 36730 Euros” in Athens. Greece’s third bailout, whose technical
details were agreed to with international creditors yesterday, will total “around 85 billion” euros over three
years. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Opposition lawmakers yesterday blocked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to simplify India’s tax-
ation laws, a key part of his government’s plans to boost
Asia’s third-biggest economy. Finance Minister Arun Jaitely
introduced the legislation in the upper house of Parliament
with just two days left in Parliament’s current three-week
session. The bill would replace India’s multiple national and
state taxes with a single tax regime. Opposition Congress
party lawmakers, whose support is crucial for approving the
bill, blocked the proceedings. 

They instead demanded the resignation of three key rul-
ing party leaders accused of abusing their authority and
financial irregularities. The scandals are the first to hit Modi’s
government since it came to power last year. Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party denies any wrongdoing by party lead-
ers. Jaitley said yesterday that the tax reform would turn

India into a single market with a uniform rate of taxation for
both goods and services. “It will help bring down prices as
there will be no tax on tax.” The proposed legislation already
has been approved by the lower house of Parliament where
Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party commands a
majority on its own. 

However, the government needs the opposition support
in the upper house of Parliament for approving any new
law.The Modi government already has deferred until the
next session of Parliament a bill to make changes to India’s
land-acquisition law following the Congress party’s opposi-
tion.  The Congress party has disrupted Parliament’s func-
tioning for the past two weeks demanding the resignation of
three BJP leaders for allegedly helping a former Indian crick-
et official who is facing investigation for financial irregulari-
ties and a multi-million dollar job recruitment scandal. — AP 

India opposition blocks tax reform legislation
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.446
Indian Rupees 4.771
Pakistani Rupees 2.983
Srilankan Rupees 2.270
Nepali Rupees 3.008
Singapore Dollar 220.500
Hongkong Dollar 39.199
Bangladesh Taka 3.905
Philippine Peso 6.640
Thai Baht 8.653

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.070
Qatari Riyal 83.510
Omani Riyal 789.630
Bahraini Dinar 807.360
UAE Dirham 82.770

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 40.825
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 38.872
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.419
Tunisian Dinar 155.500
Jordanian Dinar 4.292
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.039
Syrian Lira 2.166
Morocco Dirham 31.325

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.850
Euro 336.060
Sterling Pound 473.400
Canadian dollar 232.300
Turkish lira 109.340
Swiss Franc 311.640
Australian dollar 227.740
US Dollar Buying 303.400

COUNTRY                                  SELL CASH SELLDRAFT

Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007928 0.008928
British Pound 0.465974 0.474974
Czech Korune 0.004305 0.016305
Danish Krone 0.040573 0.045573
Euro 0.327677 0.335677
Norwegian Krone 0.032848 0.038048
Romanian Leu 0.075397 0.075397
Slovakia 0.009074 0.019074
Swedish Krona 0.030747 0.035747
Swiss Franc 0.301798 0.311998
Turkish Lira 0.109778 0.116778

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.214027 0.225527
New Zealand Dollar 0.192594 0.202094

America
Canadian Dollar 0.226872 0.235372
US Dollars 0.299750 0.304250

US Dollars Mint 0.300250 0.304250

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003562 0.004162
Chinese Yuan 0.047553 0.051053
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037084 0.039834
Indian upee 0.004641 0.005031
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002350 0.002530
Kenyan Shilling 0.002997 0.002997
Korean Won 0.000248 0.000263
Malaysian Ringgit 0.074945 0.080945
Nepalese Rupee 0.003047 0.003217
Pakistan Rupee 0.002817 0.003097
Philippine Peso 0.006636 0.006916
Sierra Leone 0.000063 0.000069
Singapore Dollar 0.213752 0.219752
South African Rand 0.017787 0.026287
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001985 0.002565
Taiwan 0.009376 0.009556
Thai Baht 0.008422 0.008972

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.799505 0.807505
Egyptian Pound 0.039182 0.042012
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000199 0.000259
Jordanian Dinar 0.424564 0.432064
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019911 0.043911
Nigerian Naira 0.000931 0.001566
Omani Riyal 0.783210 0.788890
Qatar Riyal 0.082749 0.083962
Saudi Riyal 0.080390 0.081090
Syrian Pound 0.001288 0.001508
Tunisian Dinar 0.151869 0.159869
Turkish Lira 0.109778 0.116778
UAE Dirhams 0.081746 0.082895
Yemeni Riyal 0.001373 0.001453

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY                                      SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 203.70
Canadian Dollar 236.03
Swiss Franc 312.93
Euro 336.54
US Dollar 304.05
Sterling Pound 475.93
Japanese Yen 2.47
Bangladesh Taka 3.903
Indian Rupee 4.735
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.271
Nepali Rupee 2.965
Pakistani Rupee 2.984
UAE Dirhams 82.72
Bahraini Dinar 80.80
Egyptian Pound 38.72
Jordanian Dinar 432.24
Omani Riyal 78.95
Qatari Riyal 83.83
Saudi Riyal 81.10

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.650
Canadian Dollar 235.320
Sterling Pound 472.635
Euro 338.275
Swiss Frank 292.945
Bahrain Dinar 806.720
UAE Dirhams 83.050
Qatari Riyals 91.060

Saudi Riyals 81.780
Jordanian Dinar 428.295
Egyptian Pound 38.706
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.271
Indian Rupees 4.742
Pakistani Rupees 2.982
Bangladesh Taka 3.898
Philippines Pesso 6.665
Cyprus pound 578.925
Japanese Yen 3.455
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.965
Malaysian Ringgit 80.515
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.285
Thai Bhat 9.685
Turkish Lira 110.665

GOLD
20 gram 223.090
10 gram 114.240
5  gram 57.800

SINGAPORE: Children walk across the Cavenagh bridge next to the financial district of Singapore. Singapore yesterday down-
graded its full-year economic growth forecast to 2.0-2.5 percent after the trade-dependent economy contracted in the second
quarter owing to slower Chinese and European manufacturing demand. —AFP

JAKARTA: Indonesia will issue permits to import
another 50,000 cattle, the government said, after
beef prices soared and butchers went on strike fol-
lowing a decision to dramatically reduce ship-
ments from Australia.  Chief Economics Minister
Sofyan Djalil announced the increase late Monday,
although he did not say over what period the cat-
tle would be imported. “I have given consent for
the state logistics agency to import 50,000 live cat-
tle,” he told reporters, adding it was a “short-term”
measure. 

He did not say where they would come from,
but much of Indonesia’s beef is shipped from
Australia. Bill Byrne, agriculture minister of the
Australian state of Queensland which is home to a
large cattle industry, welcomed the move during a
visit to Jakarta yesterday.  “Well of course I’m very
pleased that we’ve got an additional quota of

50,000 heads,” Byrne said, adding that he would
like to have an annual quota system with the
Indonesian government. Jakarta announced last
month that the quota for cattle imports from
Australia from July to September would be set at
50,000, an 80 percent reduction from the previous
three months. 

The move came as Indonesia seeks self-suffi-
ciency in its beef supplies. But it shocked Australian
cattle producers, as Indonesia is their biggest mar-
ket for live exports, and sparked concerns that
recent diplomatic tensions were affecting trade.
Following the decision, there was a sharp increase
in the cost of beef in Indonesia, with prices as high
as 130,000 rupiah ($10) a kilogram in some areas.
Reports said this was up from about 90,000 rupiah
a kilogram previously. The higher prices sparked
public anger and prompted Indonesian butchers

to begin a four-day strike at the weekend. The deci-
sion to ask the logistics agency to import cattle
marks a shift in normal procedure in Indonesia, as
private importers are usually responsible. 

Djalil said the government would also try to
ensure high prices were not caused by hoarding.
Cattle trade has long been a sensitive issue
between the neighbours. In 2011 Australia tem-
porarily banned shipments to Indonesia after a
documentary revealed cruel treatment of cows in
Indonesian abattoirs, angering Australian
exporters and encouraging Jakarta to seek out
supplies from elsewhere. Relations are currently
tense between the nations, after the execution in
April of two Australian drug traffickers, and allega-
tions that Australian officials paid the crew of a
people-smuggling vessel to turn back to
Indonesia. —AFP

Indonesia raises cattle imports 
Beef prices soar; butchers go on strike

Singapore tightens 
growth forecast 

after contraction
SINGAPORE: Singapore yesterday narrowed its full-year economic
growth forecast after the trade-reliant economy contracted in the second
quarter owing to weakened global demand. The full-year growth forecast
was trimmed to 2.0-2.5 percent this year from 2.0-4.0 percent previously
after a 4.0 percent quarter-on-quarter contraction in April to June, the
trade ministry said in a statement based on final data for the quarter. 

The second quarter contraction reversed growth of 4.1 percent in
the previous three months, the ministry said. “Several key downside risks
in the external economic environment remain,” it said in the statement.
“The global economy performed weaker than expected in the first half
of 2015. For the rest of the year, global growth is expected to pick up
gradually, although the pace of growth is likely to be uneven across
economies.” It added that “growth in some labor-intensive sectors such
as food services may be weighed down by labor constraints.” The con-
struction industry grew 2.9 percent on a quarter-on-quarter basis, com-
pared with 4.2 percent growth in January-March. 

The accommodation and food services sector meanwhile shrank 1.4
percent from the previous quarter, following a 6.5 percent dip in the first
three months of the year.  Sectors such as construction and hospitality
are under pressure owing to tighter government rules for foreign labor
aimed at placating public anger over a surge in immigration, analysts
have said. The large presence of overseas workers has become a hot-
button political issue in the island nation, with widespread expectations
a general election will be called in September. Some citizens complain
that foreigners are competing with locals for jobs, causing overcrowding
and straining public transport and other services.  —AFP

LONDON: OPEC yesterday raised its forecast of
oil supplies from non-member countries in
2015, a sign that oil’s price collapse is taking
longer to impact on shale and other competing
sources than previously thought. In a monthly
report, the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) said it expected no
extra demand for its crude oil this year despite
faster global growth in consumption, because
of higher-than-expected production from the
United States and other countries outside the
group. Since last year, OPEC has refused to cut
its output despite the price rout, seeking to
recover market share by slowing higher-cost
production in the United States and elsewhere
that had been encouraged by OPEC’s previous
policy of keeping prices high at around $100 a
barrel.

Earlier this year, OPEC slashed its prediction
of non-OPEC supply for 2015, expecting lower
prices to lead to a slowdown.  But yesterday,
OPEC raised the forecast by about 90,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd), following an increase in July.
“US onshore production from unconventional
sources is currently expected to decline margin-
ally in the second half of 2015 through year-
end, while US offshore production is expected

to grow due to project start-ups,” OPEC said.
“Recent developments in the upstream as

well as renewed oil price volatility have
made forecasting non-OPEC supply more
challenging.”

The report also showed that OPEC members
continue to boost supplies. According to sec-
ondary sources cited by the report, OPEC pro-
duced 30.51 million bpd in July - 1.5 million bpd
more than its 30-million-bpd target. With OPEC
forecasting demand for its crude will average
29.23 million bpd in 2015 - steady from last
month - the report points to a 2.28-million-bpd
supply surplus in the market if the group keeps
pumping at July’s rate.

But Saudi Arabia, the driving force behind’s
OPEC’s refusal to cut output, told OPEC it
trimmed production by 200,000 bpd to 10.36
million bpd in July, down from June’s record
rate. OPEC still sees a sizeable slowdown in
supply growth from non-OPEC next year and
stuck to its view that rising demand would
erode the surplus in the market. “Crude oil
demand in the coming months should contin-
ue to improve and, thus, gradually reduce the
imbalance in oil supply-demand fundamen-
tals,” it said. —Reuters

OPEC raises supply forecast 
from non-member nations



LONDON: Plans for Iraq’s semi-autonomous
region of Kurdistan to tap international markets
have been all but wiped out by falling oil prices,
rising geopolitical tensions and a difficult back-
drop for emerging economies, according to
fund managers. In June, representatives from
the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) met
investors t o gauge demand for a potential $500
million debut Eurobond issue, destined to help
fund infrastructure and development projects
across the region. 

At the time, investors said they were interest-
ed but cautious. Seven weeks later, the issue
looks unlikely to happen. Oil prices are near six-
month lows and the relationship between Erbil,
the regional capital, and Baghdad is increasingly
acrimonious. Meanwhile it has become more

difficult for smaller, less developed countries to
tap markets before a looming Federal Reserve
interest rate hike later in the year. “I think the
deal is effectively shelved - combination of weak
oil, worsening geopolitics and a broad-based
sell-off in emerging markets debt that has
sapped investor appetite for new issues,” said
one fund manager, adding he had not heard
from policymakers or their bankers since meet-
ing them in London.

Kurdistan is wedged between Syria, Iran and
Turkey, which has launched air strikes against
camps of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) in
Iraq and Islamic State fighters in Syria. It is also
fighting Islamic State insurgents on its southern
and western fringes. Recognized as a federal
entity by Baghdad, Kurdistan holds the world’s

ninth-largest oil reserves and has many attrib-
utes of statehood, including effective control
over its territory and its own armed forces.

Kurdistan passed a law that allows it to raise
funds through international borrowing, but has
no prospect of gaining backing from the central
government in Baghdad, which has mooted
plans to raise $5 billion with an international
bond issue this year. Questions also remain over
Erbil’s revenue stream, said Jakob Christensen,
senior economist at Exotix. A deal struck in
December under which Kurdistan is set to trans-
fer crude to Iraqi state-oil firm SOMO in
exchange for Baghdad allocating Erbil budget
payments has been in trouble from the start,
with each side accusing the other of not sticking
to the bargain.

Revenue streams
Proceeds from oil sales by SOMO are going

through a US account, which can only be drawn
upon by the central government.  Payments for
Kurdish crude sold independently are collected
in a Turkish state bank account, accessible to
Erbil. In recent weeks, Kurdistan has ramped up
sales through the Turkish port of Ceyhan, esca-
lating tensions with Baghdad. “There is an
agreement ... to have all oil revenues for Iraq to
go through US accounts, so it will be quite diffi-
cult to schedule anything outside this arrange-
ment if you want to have the blessing of the US
and the oil revenues will be crucial to support
any issuance,” said Christensen.

“We know sort of how much they produce
in oil ... but if they cannot sell it seriously and

consistently outside Iraq then that is a big issue.”
Without a guarantee from Baghdad, the bond
would not be included in the major emerging
debt benchmarks, be less liquid and appeal to
fewer investors, demanding a higher premium.
“They are not a sovereign. If their oil production
shuts down they can’t go to the IMF or World
Bank as a last resort and that makes it a more
risky credit,” said Kaan Nazlim, chief emerging
markets economist at asset manager Neuberger
Berman. Looking at the pricing, fund managers
expected Erbil would have to pay a hefty premi-
um over Iraq, whose 2028 dollar-denominated
issue yields almost 10 percent . Christensen
expected Kurdistan would have to pay at least a
200-400 basis point premium over Iraqi sover-
eign issues.— Reuters

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2015

B U S I N E S S

Prospects dwindle for Kurdistan Eurobond debut 

China auto sales decline 
for 4th straight month 

BEIJING: China’s auto sales fell in July for the fourth straight
month, an industry group said yesterday, as economic growth
slows in the world’s largest car market. Vehicle sales in the country
totalled 1.50 million units last month, down seven percent from
1.62 million a year earlier, according to figures provided by the
China Association of Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM).  It was
the fourth consecutive month in which sales had decreased and
the fall was the sharpest of the period, CAAM data showed, accel-
erating from a 2.31 percent drop in June. Production fell to 1.52
million units from 1.72 million a year earlier, plunging more than
11 percent year-on-year, according to CAAM.  Economic growth
hit a 24-year low last year, expanding 7.4 percent amid a steady
slowdown from years of double-digit expansions.  Growth in
gross domestic product has decelerated further this year, expand-
ing 7.0 percent in each of the first two quarters.Car plate restric-
tions in some major cities to ease traffic gridlock and stock market
volatility this year have also hit demand. The Shanghai stock index
plunged more than 30 percent over three weeks from a June 12
peak before rebounding on aggressive government support
measures.  

Qatar utility to build $2.75 
billion power, water plant 

DUBAI: Qatar Electricity and Water yesterday said it will launch
construction of a 10 billion riyal ($2.75 billion) power and
water desalination plant in October, the largest of its kind in
the country. The plant, called Umm al Houl Power, will have a
production capacity of 2,520 megawatts of electricity and 136
million gallons of drinking water per day. QEWC owns 60 per-
cent of the project, while other stakeholders include state-
owned Qatar Petroleum and Qatar Foundation.  

News
i n  b r i e f

Philippine Airlines parent’s 
profit soars nearly 10-fold 

MANILA: Philippine Airlines’ parent company saw its first-half
profit soar nearly ten-fold, boosted by strong demand during the
peak summer months, the Philippine Stock Exchange said yester-
day. Interim net income for January to June rose to 5.8 billion
pesos ($127 million) from 560 million pesos during the same peri-
od last year, PAL Holdings said in an exchange filing yesterday.
Revenues increased to 55.9 billion pesos from 48.9 billion pesos,
with passenger revenues up 15 percent to 47.1 billion pesos, it
added. “These results should put PAL back on the radar screens of
investors,” First Grade Holdings managing director Astro del
Castillo said. The company returned to profitability in 2014 for the
first time in three years, with a net income of 129.74 million pesos.
Asia’s first airline has struggled in recent years as it has faced
increased competition from budget carriers, high fuel prices and a
labour strike. The company has embarked on a $7-billion re-fleet-
ing program, involving over 50 new, more fuel-efficient Airbus jets
to replace its ageing fleet. It is also seeking a new investor to help
fund its expansion plans. 

NBAD to act as securities 
lending, borrowing agent 

ABU DHABI: National Bank of Abu Dhabi said yesterday it had
won approval to act as the first securities lending and borrow-
ing agent in the United Arab Emirates, as part of reforms
aimed at adding liquidity and efficiency to the market. The
UAE’s main market watchdog has been introducing reforms
over the last few years to help revive the Gulf state’s moribund
equity markets, which have not kept pace with the country’s
economic growth due in part to a lack of regulatory develop-
ment. NBAD is the largest lender by assets in the UAE and said
in a statement that it had been granted approval to become
an agent by the UAE Securities & Commodities Authority.
NBAD will be able to borrow, and lend out, shares for use in
market making activities. Lenders will be able to earn revenue
from the use of their shares and NBAD, as the borrower, will be
obliged to return the securities to the lender at an agreed
date, on demand. “The combination of these capabilities will
allow NBAD to offer its institutional clients a distinctive oppor-
tunity to earn incremental revenue on share positions which
would have otherwise remained dormant and likely add liq-
uidity and efficiency to the market,” Jonathan Titone, executive
director and head of product development of global wealth at
NBAD, said in the statement. 

SHUBRA KHEIT: Standing waist deep in a cot-
ton field, Egyptian farmer Mohamed Khalil
cannot mask his anger; after the agriculture
ministry banned cotton imports to help local
producers, the cabinet abruptly vetoed the
idea - the latest in a series of economic policy
U-turns and delays under President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi. “I can’t believe this. Just weeks
ago they said we wouldn’t have to worry
about imported cotton,” said the white-tur-
baned farmer, who rents a plot from the state
to grow high-quality cotton at the Nile Delta
village of Shubra Kheit.

Such schizophrenic decision-making is also
a symptom of wider policy problems affecting
Egypt, which is struggling to re-energise its
economy and attract foreign investment after
years of turmoil since 2011. Sisi has imposed
some tough reforms such as reducing fuel sub-
sidies which swallowed up huge parts of the
state budget, winning praise from the IMF. But
he has focused much of his economic policy
on mega-projects like extending the Suez
Canal and a planned new capital city.
Meanwhile, other state initiatives have run into
trouble. The government backtracked on plans
to implement a capital gains tax in May, a cen-
tral component of its reform agenda, after
stock market players complained it would
hamper investment.

Value-added tax
It has also delayed the roll out of a fuel

smart card system meant to cut the govern-

ment’s energy bill, as well as the introduction
of a value-added tax (VAT). Cotton illustrates
the problem well. In July, the agriculture min-
istry banned imports in order, it said, to boost
local production. Egypt grows a high-quality
and extra long staple cotton, once known as
“white gold”, but output has been shrinking for
years. “The ministry is keen on Egyptian cotton
regaining its glory on all levels,” it said in
announcing the ban. Eight days later, the cabi-
net reversed the decision, giving no reason
beyond saying that this was in the context of
“developing cotton farming and supporting its
farmers”.

The about-face has cast doubt on the gov-
ernment’s commitment to reviving a sector
that once produced Egypt’s most prized
export and still accounts for much of the supe-
rior cotton used to weave luxury fabrics
throughout the world. “(The cotton policy)
adds to a general sense that Egyptian policy-
making doesn’t seem to be subject to too
much analysis before implementation,” said
William Jackson at Capital Economics, adding
that “erratic policymaking” made it difficult for
investors to plan ahead.

A commodities trader also questioned the
agriculture ministry’s move. “The ministry can’t
unilaterally impose something like that with-
out having the data showing that it is going to
help more than it hurts,” the trader said. The
agriculture ministry did not respond to
requests for comment. However, alarmed tex-
tile manufacturers had campaigned against

the ban, which would have deprived them of
cheap imported cotton supplies. Egypt’s high
council for cotton, made up of government
ministries and industry bodies, said on
Monday it would work to harmonise cotton
policy taking into account foreign and domes-
tic demand, according to a statement from the
prime minister’s office.

Exasperation
In Shubra Kheit, about 150 km north of

Cairo, extra-long “Giza 88” cotton is the only
variety planted. There, farmers like Khalil feel
betrayed by promises that their crops would
replace the imports. They had already suffered
a blow in January when the government said it
would no longer pay a subsidy of 350 Egyptian
pounds ($45) per qintar - a unit that equates to
160 kg - of high quality cotton. Liberalisation
of Egypt’s cotton sector in 1994 exposed farm-
ers to volatile global prices and rising fertiliser
costs. Cotton acreage has fallen dramatically
since the heyday of the 1960s, when Egypt
grew cotton on up to 2.2 million feddans
(924,000 hectares), helped by fixed state
prices. A quarter century ago, Egypt produced
2.4 million bales of cotton but the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA) expects this
season’s output to be just 340,000 bales.

Competition from the high-quality US Pima
variety has hurt the industry. Farmers have also
turned to more lucrative crops and local textile
firms have shifted their focus to creating low-
quality products with cheap raw cotton

imports. “Now what do I do with this?” Khalil
asked, waving a work-worn hand at the extra
crop he planted after hearing there would be
an import ban. About half a million workers
are involved in cotton production and manu-
facturing, said Gamal Siam, an agricultural
economist at Cairo University. This makes the
industry still one of the largest employers in
Egypt, a country of nearly 90 million where
poverty levels hover at around 40 percent.

Strains mixing
Nevertheless, Siam, a farm owner himself,

questioned the wisdom of a ban. “The original
idea was very bad,” he told Reuters. It had sent
local textile manufacturers into a panic
because Egyptian millers consume nearly
twice as much cotton as local farmers produce,
he said. The biggest threat to local cotton was
low productivity on Egyptian farms, which the
import ban would not have addressed, said
Siam. A lack of government investment in
research to improve the cotton crop had also
hurt productivity, he added. Decades of sloppy
crop handling has led to strains mixing, water-
ing down the pedigree of Egyptian cotton. But
local officials point to recent improvements. In
Shubra Kheit, officials say no cotton is allowed
to be grown in the village or surrounding areas
except for Giza 88, to avoid mixing. But
between lower prices and the removal of sub-
sidies, observers see a tough road ahead. “It
seems like the government is ready to give up
on Egyptian cotton,” Siam said.  — Reuters

Egypt cotton U-turn highlights 
wider policymaking problems

Egypt overturns week-old ban on cotton imports 

CAIRO: An Egyptian shepherd leads his sheep as they drink water from the Nile river in Cairo, Egypt yesterday. — AP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s famed carpet weavers are busy at
work following the country’s historic nuclear deal with
world powers, anticipating a boost in exports as sanc-
tions are set to be lifted in the months ahead. “The
Persian hand-woven carpet is Iran’s ambassador. I’m
delighted that the ambassador is in the process of

resuming work in the US,” exporter Jila Rassam
Arabzadeh said this week. “The Persian carpet is like
the Iranian flag, known all over the world. Let our flag
fly.”  The landmark July 14 nuclear accord between Iran
and six world powers - the US, Britain, France, Russia,
China and Germany - is meant to curb Tehran’s nuclear

program in exchange for lifting crippling international
sanctions. As part of the deal, the US will resume
imports of Iranian carpets, which were halted in 2010.
Persian carpets were the Iranian non-oil commodity
that suffered most as a result of sanctions. The US mar-
ket had made up one-fifth of Iran’s carpet exports.
Hamid Kargar, president of Iran’s national carpet cen-
ter, said producers in the Islamic republic are already
making carpets with Americans in mind and are hope-
ful that trade will resume next year. 

“People in the carpet business have begun to pro-
duce carpets suiting the taste of the American market,
receiving orders and negotiating with customers,” he
said. “Since 2010, we lost one-fifth of our exports
because we were deprived of the US market. Our
rivals replaced Iran. However, we expect that
Americans will welcome Persian carpets again
because of its unique designs and colors.” Iran export-
ed $330 million in Persian carpets last year. Exports
account for two-thirds of Iran’s carpet production,
which now stands at over 5 million square meters a
year.  

The Islamic republic was once the world’s biggest
carpet exporter but the industry has been hampered
by the sanctions and competition from cheaper
Indian, Pakistani and Chinese copies of traditional
Iranian patterns. Arabzadeh, the carpet exporter, said
she is preparing to respond to a variety of American
customers. “Americans and Canadians prefer light col-

ors but the older generations go for darker ones. We
are reassessing to meet the demands of our American
customers,” she said.  Hand-woven Persian carpets can
range in cost from several thousand dollars to multi-
million dollar floor coverings fit for palaces. In 2000,

Iran shipped a giant hand-woven carpet to the sultan
of Oman worth $5.2 million. In 2006, Iran produced
the world’s largest hand-woven floor covering, worth
$8.5 million, for the Sheikh Zayed Mosque in Abu
Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates. —AP

Iran carpet industry seeks revival as sanctions lifted 

TEHRAN: Iranian merchants wait for customers at a carpet market in Tehran’s old, main
bazaar.  — AP 

TEHRAN: An Iranian woman sketches and paints carpet patterns at a workshop in the
Cultural and Artistic Carpet Foundation of Rassam Arabzadeh in Tehran.— AP 
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SINGAPORE: Some of Asia’s most interven-
tionist central banks are for now holding
their nerve on currency policy after a major
devaluation in the currency of one of their
top trading partners, China. China’s central
bank said yesterday’s surprise 1.9 percent
devaluation of the yuan was a one-off move,
while it also switched to a more market-
determined benchmark for the currency’s
daily trading band.

Even as market participants pushed the
yuan down further to test a 2-percent daily
limit, policymakers from South Korea, India,

Indonesia and Japan said they saw no reason
for tit-for-tat trade-war policies. “We are not
overly worried about the won (currency), but
we are closely watching the market to see if
there’s any excessive volatility happening,” a
South Korean foreign exchange official said.
“This came as emerging-market currencies
have already been depreciating against the
dollar,” he said, while pointing to the yuan’s
relative stability in the past few months even
as emerging market currencies ceded
ground to a rising US dollar.

China is Korea’s largest trading partner,

accounting for a fifth of total trade last year.
While the won has weakened relative to the
yuan this year, Korean policymakers have
been actively trying to encourage outflows
from their country and talking down the
won. Some of the angst in Korea is over the
how uncompetitive the won is against
export competitor Japan, where the yen has
been pushed down 50 percent against the
dollar since 2012 as part of the government’s
growth strategy. Japanese policymakers
shrugged off the yuan’s 2 percent devalua-
tion. “I don’t think the move would trigger a

global currency war,” a Japanese policy-
maker said.

Senior Deputy Governor Mirza
Adityaswara at Indonesia’s central bank
pointed to how undervalued the rupiah
currency already was, precluding the
need for further depreciation. Analysts
estimate the yuan has risen by more
than 18 percent in trade-weighted and
inflation-adjusted terms against the cur-
rencies of its trading partners since the
middle of last year, suggesting there is
some margin before depreciation would
raise concerns over trade competitive-
ness in the region. The yuan is barely
down 2 percent against the dollar this
year,  compared with a 13 percent
decline in Malaysia’s ringgit , near 8 per-
cent drop in the won and a more than 4
percent fall in the yen.

The Indian rupee is the only regional

currency with smaller losses this year,
thanks to big foreign investment flows
attracted to India’s strong economy. “It
is like jogging - everyone has to keep
pace so that at the end on a relative
basis you don’t lose,” a senior Indian pol-
icymaker said. “We have to carefully bal-
ance the rupee so that the country
doesn’t lose ground on the external side
and neither do we import lot of infla-
tion.” Market analysts said there was lit-
tle cause for immediate concern by the
Chinese move. “China is playing catch-
up rather than being the leader of this
currency weakness,” said Mitul Kotecha,
head of currency and rates strategy at
Barclays in Singapore. “There hasn’t
been a significant correlation or sensi-
tivity of Asian currencies to China’s cur-
rency so far.  But now that will
change.”— Reuters

Asian central banks hold nerve as yuan depreciates 

MANILA: Eighty-two-year-old Ernesto Clemente makes rags at his garage-turned
makeshift home in Manila yesterday. Clemente, who has never had a permanent job
all his life, earns less than 50 pesos ($1) a day from making the rags, collected material
from old and new clothing, cleaning them for sale to local residents, including drivers
of “jeepneys” - modified and decorated US jeeps used for public transport. Roughly
one quarter of the nation’s 100 million people live in poverty, which is defined as sur-
viving on about one US dollar a day, according to government data. —AFP 

LONDON: Oil prices fell yesterday,
mirroring sentiment across commodi-
ty markets, after China devalued its
currency to help boost its economic
growth. Crude prices had already
been falling in recent weeks owing to
a global supply glut despite forecasts
of demand growth. US benchmark
West Texas Intermediate for
September delivery fell 83 cents to
$44.13 a barrel  compared with
Monday’s close. 

Brent Nor th Sea crude for
September dropped 66 cents to stand
at $49.75 a barrel in London after-
noon deals. Prices had rebounded
Monday from multi-month low
points.  Fawad Razaqzada, analyst at
trading group Forex.com said “con-
cerns about the Chinese economy...
(are) continuing to weigh heavily on
commodities.” He added in a client
note: “This view has been reinforced
by China’s surprise move overnight to
weaken the yuan’s daily reference
rate.”

China’s central bank yesterday
devalued the yuan by nearly two per-
cent against the US dollar, as authori-
ties seek to push market reforms and
bolster the world’s second-largest
economy. A cheaper yuan will make
Chinese exports less expensive, which
could potentially boost their overseas
sales.”Clearly, the market has inter-
preted the move as a sign that the
health of the Chinese economy is

probably worse than even what the
official  data suggests,” added
Razaqzada.  

Despite concerns over China, OPEC
yesterday revised upward its forecast
for global oil demand growth in 2015
and maintained projected record lev-
els of world consumption next year.
In its August monthly report, the
Organization of the Petroleum
Expor ting Countries said it  was
expecting world oil demand to grow
by 1.38 million barrels per day-some
90,000 more than announced in its
July estimates. Oil prices collapsed 60
percent between last June and
January, hitting a low of $45 largely
owing to a supply glut caused by the
boom in US shale oil.

And despite showing signs of a
recovery earlier this year, they have
started to once more slip back.  On
Monday meanwhile, the World Bank
warned that the lifting of sanctions
related to Iran’s nuclear programme
would have a “significant impact” on
the world oil market in 2016.  OPEC
member Iran’s return to the global
market would eventually add about a
million barrels of oil a day, lowering
prices by $10 per barrel, the bank
said. Elsewhere on commodity mar-
kets yesterday, aluminium hit a six-
year low point at $1,573.50 a tonne
on the London Metal  Exchange.
Copper moved closer to a six-year low
as it reached $5,166.50 a ton.—AFP 

Oil prices drop 

LONDON: Gold rose more than one per-
cent yesterday as the dollar reversed
gains and European stocks fell and
investors assessed the impact of China’s
move to devalue its currency and prop up
its economy. Beijing allowed the yuan to
fall to its lowest level in nearly three years
after a run of poor economic data, with
the central bank describing the move as a
“one-off depreciation” of nearly 2 percent.
China’s rate decision triggered a sharp
but short-lived retreat in gold to a session
low of $1,093.25 an ounce.

Spot prices rebounded to a three-
week high of $1,119 before trading up
0.4 percent at $1,108.90 an ounce by
1153 GMT. “Gold is benefiting from fears
that this is a new round of ‘currency war’,”
Macquarie analyst Matthew Turner said,
adding that the move increases uncer-
tainties and risks about the global econ-
omy, which tends to be good for gold.
“Gold’s best moment this year came in
the first few months when we saw vari-
ous FX swings, lots of different central
banks cutting interest rates or interven-
ing in their monetary policy, so probably
there is some element of that which has
helped the rally from Monday continue a
bit,” Turner said.

The metal had gained around one
percent on Monday on dollar weakness
after comments from Federal Reserve

officials raised uncertainty about a
September rate hike. Friday’s lower-
than-forecast US nonfarm payrolls in
July also raised uncertainty whether US
rates will rise next month. US gold for
December delivery also rose 0.4 percent
to $1,109.00 an ounce. Analysts, howev-
er, do not expect China’s yuan devalua-
tion move to bolster gold’s value in the
medium to long term, as this would
have to be followed by a wider round of
global devaluation race between curren-
cies. The euro hit an 11-day high against
the dollar yesterday, while European
shares retreated.

Atlanta Fed President Dennis
Lockhart said on Monday that a decision
to raise rates should come soon. He said
he was “very disposed” to a rate increase
at the September policy meeting, but
stressed that subsequent increases
should be gradual. Investors have cut
their exposure to non-interest-bearing
bullion and raised their bets on the dol-
lar on expectations that the Fed would
lift rates this year for the first time since
2006. The metal lost nearly 7 percent in
July, when it also touched its cheapest
since 2010 at $1,077. Spot platinum rose
0.4 percent to $986.10 an ounce and pal-
ladium gained 1.2 percent to $614.70.
Silver was up 0.1 percent at $15.22 an
ounce.— Reuters

Gold hits 3-week high 
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LONDON: The Co-operative Bank will not be fined
for failings that helped push the bank to the brink of
collapse before it was bailed out by bondholders,
Britain’s financial regulators said, arguing that capital
should be preserved to bolster its balance sheet. The
censure for serious risk management and trans-
parency failings will be particularly embarrassing for
the 143-year old bank, which had built its reputation
around its ethical credentials. Co-op Bank is trying to
recover from its near-collapse in 2013, when it was
hit by a yawning hole in its finances, a drugs scandal,
an exodus of top executives and losses from bad
commercial real estate loans.

The crisis saw bondholders take control of the
bank, with its long-time owner, the mutual Co-opera-

tive Group, relegated to a minority holding. Co-op
Bank was the only British lender to fail a UK banking
stress test in December and has agreed a plan with
the regulator to bolster its capital strength. The
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) issued a public
censure against the bank for breaching listing rules
that require companies to ensure published informa-
tion is not misleading, allowing investors to make ful-
ly informed decisions.

The FCA, which undertook the 18-month investi-
gation into the actions of former management and
the 2009 merger with the Britannia Building Society,
also found that Co-op Bank fell short of its responsi-
bility to be open with its regulators, one of the princi-
ples that regulated firms must abide by. “Investors

were left unaware of Co-op Bank’s true capital posi-
tion and we were left in the dark about intended
changes to senior personnel at the bank,” said
Georgina Philippou, the FCA’s acting director of
enforcement and market oversight.

Separately, the Prudential Regulation Authority
(PRA) found that Co-op Bank failed to comply with
rules requiring a firm to manage its affairs responsi-
bly, with adequate risk management. The PRA said
that Co-op Bank had a culture which encouraged pri-
oritising the short-term financial position of the firm
at the cost of taking prudent and sustainable actions
for the longer-term. The PRA said Co-op’s risk man-
agement procedures were flawed in design and
operation. It would have imposed a fine of 120 mil-

lion pounds ($187 million) but concluded that
imposing a financial penalty on the Co-op would be
at odds with its remit to promote the safety and
soundness of the firms it regulates.

The FCA also said that Co-op Bank’s failings would
normally merit a substantial fine. However, it said
that in the circumstances it had decided not to
impose a financial penalty and to instead issue it
with a public censure. Co-op Bank’s Chairman Dennis
Holt on Tuesday apologised to customers for the
bank’s failings and said it is a significantly stronger
organisation today under new leadership. “The board
fully accept the lessons that need to be learnt, but it
is important to remember these are not a reflection
of how the bank is run today,” Holt said. — Reuters

Co-operative Bank escapes punishing fines
Bank apologises for past failings

WASHINGTON: US nonfarm productivity
rebounded in the second quarter, but a weak
underlying trend suggested inflation could pick
up more quickly than economists have anticipat-
ed. Productivity increased at a 1.3 percent annu-
al rate in the April-June period, the Labor
Department said yesterday. But productivity,
which measures hourly output per worker, rose
only 0.3 percent from a year ago. In line with
annual revisions to gross domestic product pub-
lished last week, first quarter productivity was
revised to show it falling at a 1.1 percent rate
instead of the previously reported 3.1 percent
pace of decline.

“What it means is that inflation could be
more problematic down the road, but we
haven’t seen it yet. It’s something to think about
long term,” said Gennadiy Goldberg, an econo-
mist at TD Securities in New York. Productivity is
one of the metrics the Federal Reserve is watch-
ing as it contemplates raising interest rates for
the first time in nearly a decade. Economists had
forecast productivity rising at a 1.6 percent rate
in the second quarter. The economy grew at a
2.3 percent annual pace in period.

Longer-term US Treasuries trimmed price
gains after the data, while US stock index futures
were trading lower. The dollar fell against a bas-
ket of currencies. Annual revisions showed pro-
ductivity was unchanged in 2013, the weakest
annual reading since 1982. Productivity in 2013
was previously reported to have increased at a
1.2 percent rate. The average annual rate of pro-
ductivity growth from 2007 to 2014 was revised
down to 1.3 percent per year from 1.4 percent,
well below the long-term rate of 2.2 percent per
year from 1947 to 2014.

Output gap
Growth in productivity is an important deter-

minant of the economy’s non-inflationary speed
limit. The downward revisions suggested the
economy’s growth potential could be lower than
the 1.5 percent to 2.0 percent pace that econo-

mists have been estimating. That would imply
the spare capacity in the economy is being
squeezed out more quickly than thought and
that inflation pressures may take hold a little bit
faster than had been anticipated.

“We are growing much faster versus potential
than we had previously thought. So the output
gap over the more recent time frame looks like it
is closing at a faster rate than we had thought
prior to GDP benchmark revisions,” said Jacob
Oubina, senior US economist at RBC Capital
Markets in New York. “The faster you close the
output gap, the faster you get to that threshold
where you start to see inflationary pressures.”

But for now, inflation remains benign. Unit

labor costs, the price of labor per single unit of
output, rose at only a 0.5 percent rate in the sec-
ond quarter after advancing at a downwardly
revised 2.3 percent pace in the first quarter. They
were previously reported to have increased at a
6.7 percent rate in the January-March period.
Unit labor costs rose 2.1 percent compared to
the second quarter of 2014. Compensation per
hour increased at a 1.8 percent rate in the sec-
ond quarter after rising at a downwardly revised
1.1 percent pace in the first quarter.
Compensation was previously reported to have
increased at a 3.3 percent rate in the first quar-
ter. It was up 2.4 percent compared to the sec-
ond quarter of 2014.— Reuters

US productivity rebounds, 
but trend remains weak

NEW YORK: Specialist Jay Woods (right) works with traders at his post on the floor of the New York
Stock Exchange. US stocks opened lower yesterday, led by declines in energy and materials stocks
as commodities prices dropped. — AP 

SEOUL: Lotte group chairman Shin Dong-Bin bows in apology prior to a press conference
at the Lotte hotel in Seoul yesterday. — AFP 

SEOUL: The head of South Korea’s Lotte Group
yesterday vowed a new era of corporate gover-
nance and transparency as he apologised for the
family feud engulfing the beleaguered retail
giant. In an address broadcast live on television,
group chairman Shin Dong-Bin also sought to
deflect growing anti-Japanese sentiment sur-
rounding Lotte, which was founded in Japan but
does 80 percent of its business in South Korea.

Talking in accented Korean, the native
Japanese speaker twice bowed deeply before
the cameras in a show of contrition for the bitter
and very public battle for corporate control that
has pitted him against his father and elder broth-
er. “The current dispute has occurred as we have
failed to make efforts to improve corporate gov-
ernance and enhance transparency,” Shin said.
“We will be bold in reform in order to address
concerns held by the people of Korea, our share-
holders, contractors and employees,” he added.
At stake in the Lotte feud is control of a sprawling
conglomerate with 80 units across Korea-span-
ning retail, amusement parks, hotels and chemi-
cals-and total combined assets of around $90 bil-
lion.

Among other reforms, Shin said he would

push for the public listing of Hotel Lotte, which
effectively controls the Korean business, while
also streamlining the group’s complicated web of
cross-holdings to enhance transparency. “Lotte
belongs to Korea,” the chairman said, stressing
that the group’s Korean interests dwarfed the
Japanese-based side of the business in terms of
employee numbers and sales. “There has been
little flight of capital back to Japan,” Shin said,
adding that earnings made in South Korea had
been ploughed back into the domestic business.

Lotte was founded in Japan in 1948 by Shin
Dong-Bin’s father-South Korean-born Shin
Kyuk-Ho, now 92 — and grew from a seller of
chewing gum to a confectionary giant. It
expanded to South Korea after Tokyo and Seoul
normalised relations in 1965. The row within the
Shin family has fanned the embers of the anti-
Japanese public sentiment the group has long
contended with in South Korea-largely due to
the family members’ awkwardness with the
Korean language. The battle for control of the
conglomerate has pitted Shin Dong-Bin against
his father and his elder brother Shin Dong-Ju,
with accusations of dirty tricks and attempted
boardroom coups.— AFP 

Family feud-riven S Korea 
retail giant vows reform

BRUSSELS: Greece and its international creditors
are making progress towards finalising a third
bailout accord designed to keep Athens in the
eurozone in return for yet more tough economic
reforms.  Officials believe an agreement on terms
for the deal can be reached soon, possibly yester-
day, and end a long-running crisis which has
raised serious concerns about the future of the sin-
gle currency.

What is being discussed?
At a crunch July 12-13 summit, eurozone lead-

ers offered Greece up to 86 billion euros ($94 bil-
lion) over three years to allow Athens time to get
its struggling economy back on track and stabilise
public finances overwhelmed by a debt mountain
of around 320 billion euros. In return, Athens must
accept more austerity measures-painful tax hikes
plus spending cuts coupled with reforms to mod-
ernise the economy. Yesterday, Greece and its
creditors reached an agreement on fiscal targets,
suggesting talks are on track for the bailout deal.
The initial agreement commits the country to a
primary deficit of 0.25 percent of GDP in 2015, and
a surplus in the three years after that.

Why another bailout?
Two previous rescue packages in 2010 and

2012 cost a combined 240 billion euros, plus more
than 100 billion euros in an unprecedented pri-
vate -sector writedown. The creditors-the
European Union, the European Central Bank and
the International Monetary Fund-say a third pack-
age is needed to keep Greece afloat after succes-
sive governments failed to live up to their commit-
ments.  Greece says it has done its best but with an
economy in deep recession for six years, the aus-
terity measures only made matters worse. Leftist
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras won office in January

promising an end to austerity but backtracked
when it seemed Greece could crash out of the
eurozone with disastrous consequences.

Why not cut the debt?
Greece’s debt equals about 170 percent of

annual economic output and many, including the
IMF, believe the country can never hope to return
to growth unless it  is  reduced
significantly.Germany however strongly opposes
that option and insists debt relief can only be con-
sidered after Greece has met all its latest reform
commitments.  Adding another 86 billion euros to
the pile-the rescues come in the form of loans to
be repaid, not as aid-puts the debt rate at around
200 percent of GDP, more than three times the EU’s
ceiling of 60 percent.  

What do creditors want?
Creditors want concrete reforms and an

unequivocal Greek government commitment to
implement them as rescue funds are handed over.
Greece will have to cut the costs of its pension sys-
tem, followed by far-reaching reforms to open up
the economy and increase competition.Athens will
also have to ease labour market regulation to
make it easier for companies to hire and fire. The
aim is to cut spending and increase revenue so
that the government generates a surplus-before
interest payments-so as to help pay down the
debt. Greece last year did run what is known as a
primary surplus-a state’s budget surplus prior to
debt financing-but with the economy going
sharply into reverse since Tsipras came to power,
its finances are once again deeply in the red.

What next after accord?
The next step would be for the Greek parlia-

ment to approve the reforms package, likely on

Thursday.  The eurozone’s 19 finance ministers,
headed by Jeroen Dijsselbloem of the
Netherlands, would then review the accord, possi-
bly on Friday. It must then be approved by the par-
liament of several member states, including the
most crucial one, Germany. That scenario would
provide plenty of time before Greece must repay
some 3.4 billion euros to the ECB on August 20. If
there is no agreement, Brussels is expected to
organise another bridging loan similar to that
arranged for July 20 when Greece had to repay
debt to the IMF.

Future of euro-zone
The Greek debt crisis has severely tested faith

in the euro project, but analysts believe the bloc is
much stronger now than at the height of the
storm in 2010-12 after measures taken to more
closely coordinate economic policy in support of
the single currency. However, Germany, Europe’s
paymaster and biggest economy, has grown
increasingly frustrated with Greece, saying that
others such as bailed-out Ireland and Portugal
made the sacrifices Athens has balked at.  At the
July summit, Berlin even got the possibility of
Greece leaving the euro put on the agenda.

Seeing “Grexit” laid down in black and white
came as a shock and the issue still looms in the
background, with many in German Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s own camp backing this option as
the best way forward. They argue that once out of
the euro straitjacket, Greece would be free to
adjust with a new drachma while the other 18
euro-zone members would be able to strengthen
the currency bloc through tighter economic and
political integration.  Those opposed fear “Grexit”
will destroy the eurozone’s credibility, allowing the
financial markets to attack the next weakest mem-
ber and unravel the currency union. — AFP 

Greece debt talks with lenders: Key questions

ATHENS: People look at newspaper headlines in Athens. Greece’s third bailout, whose technical details were agreed to with international creditors yes-
terday, will total ‘around 85 billion’ euros over three years. — AFP 

BERLIN: Investor sentiment in Germany fell
sharply in August due to persistent geopoliti-
cal uncertainty clouding the outlook for
Europe’s top economy, a leading survey
found yesterday. The widely watched investor
confidence index calculated by the ZEW eco-
nomic institute sank 4.7 points to 25.0 points
this month, the lowest level since November
2014, ZEW said in a statement. It was the fifth
monthly decline in a row, even as analysts
polled by financial services company FactSet
had been expecting a rebound this month to
31.5 points.

“The German economic engine is still run-
ning smoothly. However, under the current
geopolitical and global economic circum-
stances a substantial improvement of the
economic situation in Germany over the
medium term is improbable,” said ZEW presi-
dent Clemens Fuest. “That is why economic
sentiment has declined.” For the survey, ZEW
questions analysts and institutional investors
about their current assessment of the eco-
nomic situation in Germany, as well as their
expectations for the coming months. The
sub-index measuring financial market players’
view of the current economic situation in
Germany improved slightly in August, ZEW
said, rising 1.8 points to 65.7 points.

Economists said a relative respite in the
Greek crisis had not put German investors’

minds at ease. “This month’s fall in ZEW
investor sentiment suggests that, despite
progress in Greece’s negotiations with its
creditors, investors are increasingly worried
about Germany’s recovery,” James Howat of
Capital Economics said.”The drop in the index
echoes weakness in recent activity data,
including industrial production and the PMI,
suggesting that the German recovery will not
gather much pace.” Stefan Kipar of BayernLB
said that beyond Greece, the slowdown in
the Chinese economy and the possible nega-
tive impact of an impending US hike in inter-
est rates, particularly on emerging
economies, had weighed on investors’
moods.

“However the decline in economic out-
look in August should not be taken too seri-
ously,” he said, noting that the indicator for
Germany was still relatively high on average.
“An increase in momentum in the coming
quarters is not to be expected but neither is a
decline in the rate of economic growth.”
Germany will release its preliminary official
estimate for second-quarter growth on
Friday. The economy expanded 0.3 percent in
the first quarter. Analysts polled by FactSet
said growth was likely to have gathered pace
during the April-June period to 0.5 percent,
despite a recent drop in industrial production
that dampened expectations.— AFP 

‘Investor sentiment’ in 
Germany falls sharply

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s top development official
said the government is studying proposals
from China and Japan for construction of a
high-speed rail line and expects to announce
the outcome later this month. Andrinof
Chaniago, the national development planning
minister, told reporters yesterday that a deci-
sion on which proposal to accept could be
made in about two weeks. The high-speed rail,
which will connect the capital Jakarta to
Bandung, is part of Indonesia’s 750-kilometer
high-speed train project that would cut across
four provinces on the main island of Java and
end in the country’s second largest city of
Surabaya. 

President Joko Widodo has ambitious plans
to improve Indonesia’s infrastructure, which
could boost manufacturing and create hun-
dreds of thousands of new jobs. Officials have
said that the final proposals made by regional
rivals China and Japan followed intense high-
level lobbying efforts as the two countries
compete for political and commercial influence
in Southeast Asia’s biggest economy.

Both countries have substantial expertise in

high-speed trains though China is a late-comer
to the industry compared with Japan. “We will
conduct a review not more than two weeks
and will make a decision soon,” Chaniago said
after meeting with his Chinese counterpart, Xu
Shaoshi. China and Japan have offered low
interest loans and other perks as they vie to
secure the rail contract. China’s embassy in
Jakarta on Monday released a statement prom-
ising 40,000 new jobs in Indonesia for every
year of the line’s construction.

Chaniago said China estimates the line
would cost $5.5 billion and is offering
Indonesia 50-year loans that will charge annual
interest of two percent. Indonesia’s Presidential
Chief of Staff Luhut Panjaitan has said that
Japan International Cooperation Agency has
offered loans of $4.4 billion with a 40-year
repayment period and an annual interest rate
of less than one percent. At a news conference
yesterday, Xu said China is ready to begin con-
struction of the Jakarta-Bandung line in
September and could complete it within three
years. “Our high-speed train technology is quite
developed and safe,” Xu said.— AP 

China and Japan vie to build 
high-speed rail for Indonesia
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DUBAI: Ford Motor Company yesterday
announced it will assemble its popular Ford
Ranger pickup truck in Nigeria starting in the
fourth quarter of 2015 as part of its expansion in
Middle East and Africa. Nigeria will be the first
African country outside of South Africa where
Ford vehicles are produced. Ranger assembly
will begin in Ikeja, in the Lagos State about 750
km southwest of Nigeria’s capital city Abuja.
Ford is partnering with Ford dealer group
Coscharis Motors Limited on the project.

“Assembling Ford Ranger trucks in Africa’s
largest economy is an important milestone in
our Middle East and Africa growth plan,” said Jim
Benintende, president of Ford Middle East &
Africa. “With Coscharis we have the right partner
and with the Ford Ranger we have the right
product to deliver a world class truck that
Nigerian customers want and value.” Ford will
assemble the vehicles at a semi-knockdown lev-
el, using body parts and components imported
from South Africa for the new Ranger. The new
assembly plant in Ikeja will create approximately
180 jobs directly and indirectly, and has the
capacity to assemble up to 5,000 units annually.
Vehicles assembled at Ikeja are destined for sale
in Nigeria only.

“Nigeria is a priority market for us in Sub-
Saharan Africa and today’s announcement will
allow us to better serve our customers both from

a retail point of view, and in terms of vehicle and
parts availability,” said Jeff Nemeth, president
and CEO of Ford Motor Company of Sub-Saharan
Africa region. “We are committed to supporting
Nigeria’s developing automotive industry and
economy together with Coscharis, and are look-
ing forward to being active in the community.
New assembly operations, even on a smaller
scale like this one, have very positive ripple
effects in the local economy and work force.”

Dr Cosmas Maduka, president of Coscharis
Motors said: “We value our partnership with
Ford immensely and we are looking forward to
having the opportunity assemble world class
Ford Rangers in Nigeria. This partnership will
boost Nigeria’s much needed march towards
industrialization and create an important step in
the development of the automotive industry.  In
line with the operating procedures for Ford
plants around the world, Ford will send experi-
enced employees to Nigeria to assist with imple-
menting the Global Ford Production System,
which focuses on the highest standards for safe-
ty, quality and delivery.

Ford Ranger
The Ford Ranger was the best-selling vehicle

South Africa for the first half of 2015, and is cur-
rently sold in 24 countries throughout the conti-
nent. Whether towing heavy loads of up to 3,500

kg, taking advantage of its exceptional payload
capacity, or driving on city roads, highways or
off the beaten track, the Ranger is designed and
engineered for work and play, no matter the
conditions.  Later this year, Ford will begin sell-
ing an updated Ranger with new styling and
new features. “The new Ford Ranger is world
class with an aggressive exterior, a premium,
sporty, interior, the latest driver assist technolo-

gies and capabilities that ensure it’s up for any
work or adventure,” said Nemeth. “The new
Ranger is bolder, smarter and more refined for
customers who want to combine genuine 4x4
capabilities with stand-out styling and premium
features.”

It features a class-leading ability to wade
through water up to 800 mm deep, and has 230
mm of ground clearance. And with a 28-degree

approach angle and 25-degree departure angle,
customers feel confident when taking on steep
terrain.  The impressive capabilities of the
Ranger are easy to use. A robust electronically
controlled transfer case allows drivers in 4x4
models to shift on the fly from 4x2 to 4x4 high
with a knob on the center console. For low-
speed torque or additional downhill braking,
drivers can also engage low-range 4x4 gearing.
An electronic locking rear differential helps to
improve traction in difficult conditions. Ford
Motor Company of Southern Africa produces
the Ranger for 148 markets including Europe,
Middle East and Africa.

Coscharis Motors
Coscharis Motors, part of Coscharis Group,

manages Auto Sales and Auto Services centres
with state-of-the-art Showrooms and work-
shops throughout Nigeria. Founded in 1983, the
company began with the business of importa-
tion and distribution of genuine automotive
spare parts and accessories.  In 2001, Coscharis
Motors expanded its automobile range by diver-
sifying into the sales of Ford Vehicles. The Ford
ranges include Figo, Fiesta, Focus, Fusion,
Mondeo and Taurus (all sedan). The Ford 4X4 on
offering are Ranger, Escape, Everest, Galaxy,
Edge and Explorer. The company also sells the
ford Transit. www.coscherisgroup.com. 

Jeff Nemeth, Ford’s South Africa President & CEO and Dr Cosmas Maduka

Ford to assemble best-selling Ranger trucks in Nigeria
Ford Motor Company partners with Coscharis Motors Limited

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank has announced that it is
ready to apply the latest amendments to the regu-
lations of Consumer and Installment Finance
released by the Central Bank of Kuwait and will
become one of the leading banks to declare full
completion of preparations to deal with the newly
issued regulations. Moataz El-Rafie- Senior Deputy
Chief Executive Officer at Ahli United Bank, stated
that as a result of the new amendments, customers
are able to reschedule their existing finances with
new finances, as long as they have settled 30% or
more of the existing finance installments. 

The new amendments will also allow customers
to transfer their existing finances from other banks
to Ahli United Bank and reschedule to a new finan-
cein line with changes in their income and needs.

This will give customers the opportunity to take
advantage of the different features and benefits
offered by the bank. El-Rafie clarified that the new
amendments are in line with Ahli United Bank
strategy of focusing on the customer value and
interest, especially with respect to transparency
and fairness as customers are provided with all rel-
evant details of the financing arrangements and
will be granted a two day waiting period before
signing the finance contract to ensure they are
making the right decision. These amendments
contribute to creating a state of competition
among banks, which is in the interest of the cus-
tomer. El-Rafie thanked the Central Bank of Kuwait
for the these regulatory amendments which
reflects the market and consumer needs.

Ahli United Bank set to implement 
Central Bank latest amendments 

KUWAIT: The government proposed last year a
major initiative to reform the public sector wage
bill, which currently awaits National Assembly
approval. If approved as is, the proposal, dubbed
the “strategic alternative”, would restructure job
classifications, standardize pay across the public
sector and introduce an annual inflation adjust-
ment, among other things. 

The measures are intended to provide the
government with increased centralized control
over wage growth and unify pay standards
across the public sector. The initiative will
include staff of all government entities, K-institu-
tions and the oil sector. Military professions
(defense, National Guard, police and firefighters)
will be excluded. The initiative will cost an esti-
mated KD350 million during the first year of
implementation, or 4.5% of the KD7.85 billion
public sector wage bill. The cost will go towards
increasing the salaries of employees earning less
than the new pay scale (those below the mode
in their category). 

An estimated 45% of public sector employ-
ees currently earn below the proposed new pay
scale; their salaries will be increased by 18% on
average. As a result, the initial implementation
year could see a moderate boost to household
income and consumer spending. The salaries of
those earning above the new pay scale will not
be reduced. Instead, individuals in this group will
have their pay frozen until it equals the pay cor-
responding to their grade and job classification.
This group’s pay will still be adjusted for inflation.

‘Strategic alternative’
In the long run, the reforms should mean

substantial savings for the government in addi-
tion to the improvement in efficiency. Official
estimates put the fiscal savings at over KD16 bil-
lion during the first ten years of implementation.
By the tenth year, the government wage bill
under the proposed system is projected to be
over 20% lower than if no action was taken. The

“strategic alternative”, the result of over a decade
of research and deliberation, was developed by
the Civil Service Council (CSC) and Tri
International Consulting Group (TICG).  CSC,
which currently manages new hiring across
most of the public sector, will be responsible for
the implementation and enforcement of the ini-
tiative once it is approved. The core objectives of
the reforms are based on the research prepared
by TICG (a joint venture between Oliver Wyman,
KIA and Kuwait Fund), which has undertaken a
comprehensive analysis of pay in the govern-
ment, public entities and the oil sector.

One of the main objectives of the “strategic
alternative” is to reduce unfairness in pay and
increase transparency. Research revealed that
pay across the public sector varies widely; for
example, pay at one of the K-institutions for a
“grade 4” accountant is double what is paid at
one of the ministries. One of the reasons for this
is the proliferation of job-specific allowances
(not including child and social allowances)
which can vary significantly; but there are also
inconsistencies in basic pay across the public
sector.  Not surprisingly, the analysis has shown
that individual performance did not appear to
play any role in explaining differences in
employee pay. The wide discrepancies in com-
pensation across the public sector exist both
within entities and between them. At some of
the entities with the largest proportion of under-
paid staff, more than half, and up to 2/3, of
employees will receive an increase in pay as a
result of the proposed law. Meanwhile, staff at
entities with the lowest proportions of employ-
ees earning below the new pay scale will require
smaller adjustments.

‘Job allowance’
In an effort to resolve the problem of

unequal pay, the initiative would set a unified
basic pay scale and a “job allowance” scale to
account for differences between job cate-

gories or professions. The proposal sets up 15
equivalent grades across the public sector,
with each having the same basic salary; each
job category would also have its own “job
allowance” scale. Of course, the initiative calls
for unifying job classifications, which will be
done according to the internationally recog-
nized standard (ISCO).

Another key objective of the initiative is to
manage growth in the public sector wage bill.
Wage bill growth over the last two decades has
averaged around 12% a year. In some years,
growth was even higher, topping 20% in
FY11/12 and 18% in FY12/13. The high pace of
growth in the wage bill is partly due to the lack
of an overarching system that would allow the
government to manage the wage bill more
tightly, without the proliferation of new cate-
gories, benefits, and cadres. The new proposed
system will fix that. The reform initiative should
eliminate the existing haphazard process of
salary growth and could reduce average wage
bill growth to around 9% a year, while increasing
fairness and transparency. The existing system
allows worker groups and organized profession-
al cadres to lobby for wage hikes in the absence
of a formal process that accounts cost of living
growth and changes in the labor market. One
step is to introduce an annual inflation adjust-
ment. 

A pay review every four years will also be
introduced whereby the CSC would negotiate
adjustments to the pay scales in accordance
with specific budgetary guidelines from the
government. This process will allow authorities
to make needed adjustments to the pay scales
to accommodate changes in labor market con-
ditions. The new wage system also seeks to
encourage high performance among employ-
ees. According to TICG’s analysis, the existing
annual performance review fails to identify top
performers, with 80% of employees receiving
the top “excellent” grade. 

Kuwait: The public wage reform to 
standardize pay, control wage bill

NBK ECONOMIC UPDATE 

BEIJING: China devalued its tightly controlled currency
yesterday following a slump in trade, allowing the yuan’s
biggest one-day decline in a decade. The central bank said
it was trying to make the state-controlled exchange rate
more market-oriented. In recent months, the yuan has
strengthened along with the dollar, making Chinese
exports more expensive and raising the risk of politically
dangerous job losses in industries that employ tens of mil-
lions of workers.

How is China system different?
Beijing uses what it calls a “managed float.” It allows the

yuan’s exchange rate to fluctuate within a band 2 percent
above or below a point set by the People’s Bank of China
based on the previous day’s trading. That allows the
exchange rate to rise or fall in response to supply and
demand but prevents wide swings that might hurt traders.
This is different from other major currencies such as the U.S.

dollar and the euro, which are freely traded. But most other
countries also regulate exchange rates based on an “anchor
currency” such as the dollar to prevent abrupt swings that
might hurt their economies. In China’s case, the United
States and other major trading partners complain Beijing
suppresses the yuan’s value, giving its exporters an unfair
price advantage and hurting foreign competitors.

What did china do to yuan?
The People’s Bank of China set a center point for yester-

day’s trading that was 1.9 percent below Monday’s level,
and the biggest one-day change in a decade. The bank
said that was part of reforms in its rate-setting system
aimed at giving a bigger role to market forces. The bank
said that starting Tuesday (yesterday), its daily fixing of the
center point for trading will take into account supply and
demand as well as the previous day’s exchange rate.
Yesterday, the yuan was allowed to fall 1.3 percent shortly

after the start of trading and was down nearly 1.9 percent
at midday. The central bank said market forces would be
given a bigger role in the future, which leaves open the
possibility of more declines.

Why did china devalue?
The central bank said it took action because the yuan

has been rising in value when market forces indicated it
should have fallen. The yuan has been pushed up because
its exchange rate is heavily influenced by the US dollar,
which also has risen. At the same time, currencies of other
developing countries have fallen. This has hurt Chinese
exporters by making their goods more expensive abroad.
China’s exports plunged by an unexpectedly wide margin
of 8.3 percent in July.

Will devaluation raise tensions?
Yesterday’s change presents a dilemma for US policy-

makers who have often accused China of manipulating the
yuan for a trade advantage. A weaker yuan will make
Chinese exports more competitive and might trigger com-
plaints from US manufacturers. But the central bank said it
is trying to make the exchange-rate system more market-
oriented - a step Washington has been pressing Beijing to
take.

Will devaluation help exporters?
Yesterday’s decline of less than 2 percent against the US

dollar is modest compared with the swings in other major
currencies. But every bit of relief from price pressures helps
Chinese exporters, whose profit margins are paper-thin.
The central bank said yesterday’s change was a one-time
event.  But its promise to give market forces a bigger role in
setting exchange rates in future raised the possibility of
further declines, which would relieve still more price pres-
sure on exporters.— AP 

What yuan devaluation means for China and other countries



DUBAI: More than 90 years ago, Henry
Ford famously commented that “most
people spend more time and energy
going around problems than trying to
solve them.”And not a lot has changed
since then. Take IT security for example.
Year after year, CIOs rank their own
employees as their number-one security
challenge, and year after year they collec-
tively spend billions of dollars on the lat-
est and greatest security products in a
vain attempt to restrict behavior instead
of getting to the root cause of the human
error that concerns them so much. 

This paradox between the top securi-
ty challenge and actual securityspend-
ing is certainly curious.You’d hope that,
over time, if there was a focus on reduc-
ing the source of concern, it would even-
tually move down the list ofchallenges.
All too often, though, people are not
considered part of the solution, just part
of the problem. The bottom line is that
low security awareness among employ-
ees is considered the greatest inhibitor
to security, yet resources are continually
spent ontrying to take people out of the
equation rather than on trying to
address the underlying issues.

This reliance on products over
processes will have to change at some
point. IT security budgets have increased
considerably over the years in an
attempt to stem the tide of successful
attacks.  However,  when faced with
adversaries that are well financed and
keenly focused, organizations will never
have enough funds to buy all the tech-
nology they require,and the emergence
of cloud, mobility, and social mediahas
made it almost impossible to plug secu-
rity gaps withtechnology anyway. IT
security chiefs must stop looking at
technology solutions only and instead
adopt a new security model - one that
incorporates people and policy into the
IT security mix.

Malvertising
The resistance to this stems from the

fact that people are the prime target of
the attackers, because the attacker-
sknow that the easiest way to enter a

network is  to
be invited in
rather thanre-
l e n t l e s s l y
p o u n d i n g
onthe security
infrastructure
until it cracks.
Phishing was
createdspecifi-
callytofacilitate
this aim, while
attackers have
also been known to create spoofWeb
pages with malware that users are
directed to via spam or even directly
implant malware intowebsites that they
know specific groups of users will visit.
A more recent attack vector geared
directly at users is so-called ‘malvertis-
ing’, which uses a legitimate Web adver-
tising network as the avenue for feed-
ing malicious content to users.
Malvertising is becoming especially
acute on mobile networks,  and
increased connectivity coupled with
reduced network perimeter defenses
makes it much more difficult to stop
these efforts. Simply put, people are
being targeted now more than ever
because of mobility and social network-
ing. As such, the desire to shut out the
human element wherever possible is, to
some degree, an understandable reac-
tion. But it is ultimately futile.

The network perimeter gateway was
previously the primary protection
point,but with the exception of the data-
center, the network perimeter is becom-
ing nonexistent with the rise in mobile
computing, the use of cloud-based serv-
ices,  and the expanding number of
users. IT security has long consisted of
layers of different security technologies -
firewalls, antivirus (endpoint, messaging,
and Web based), intrusion detection,
authentication and authorization,
encryption, email protection, URL filter-
ing, vulnerability assessment, and securi-
ty event correlation, as well as dozens of
other technologies. But even with all of
this in place, attackers continue to pene-
trate the defenses. 

SAN FRANCISCO: File picture taken on July 24, 2013 shows Sundar Pichai, Senior Vice President of Android, Chrome and Apps for Google,
speaking at a media event at Dogpatch Studios in San Francisco, California. Google unveiled a new corporate structure yesterday, creating a
parent company dubbed Alphabet led by chief executive Larry Page, with the Internet search unit as one of several entities. In a surprise
announcement, Page said Alphabet will be the umbrella company for the tech giant’s research arm X Lab, investment unit Google Ventures and
health and science operations, as well as the search unit Google, whose CEO will be current vice president Sundar Pichai. — AFP 
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LOS ANGELES:  The latest frontier in virtual reali-
ty could be closer to reality than fantasy. While
video game creators and filmmakers have recre-
ated the likes of Middle-earth and Jurassic World
in VR, activist news organization Ryot is teleport-
ing viewers to real-life conflict zones and disaster
areas like Nepal and Syria. Ryot released an
immersive short film Tuesday shot last month on
the war-ravaged streets of Aleppo. The three-
minute film, “Welcome To Aleppo,” features 360-
degree views of abandoned areas in Syria’s for-
mer commercial center. In one scene, bullets can
be heard whizzing past the device used to film
the VR footage, while another catches a glimpse
of four Syrians on a motorbike traveling down a
ruined street.  The film can be watched and con-
trolled on a computer screen, or with a mobile VR
headset, such as Google Cardboard.

For many, VR might not only reshape enter-
tainment but also journalism. “VR will definitely
be used for entertainment, porn, video games, all
of that,” said Christian Stephen, Ryot’s London-
based global editor who filmed the video in
Syria. “It can also be used to genuinely communi-
cate stories around the world in desperate need
of reaching people. The fatigue that has come
with photos and videos of explosions and people
crying has numbed people to the reality of the
world, especially in Syria.”

Stephen, who has covered conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, said capturing the VR footage with a
makeshift apparatus - six cameras strapped to a
3D-printed gimbal on top of a tripod - proved
much more dangerous than shooting traditional
video. The cumbersome contraption had to be
left unattended, and it attracted more attention

than a typical camera or smartphone.
“It’s an incredibly harsh environment to work

in normally, but when they see you running
around with a tripod and an alien device on top
of it, they are going to try and kill you,” said
Stephen. “It looks like some sort of an odd IED.
We were basically hunted for eight hours by the
regime and rebel snipers. They thought I was try-
ing to set up a bomb because I had to leave it for
two to three minutes at a time to film what I
wanted.”

Syria’s civil war, now in its fifth year, has killed
more than 220,000 people and wounded at least
a million people, according to the United
Nations. Three months ago, Ryot released its first
foray into VR journalism with footage captured in
Nepal after an April 25 earthquake devastated
the country.  Ryot co-founder Bryn Mooser said

the organization is currently working on VR proj-
ects in five countries, including the Congo,
Uganda, Haiti and Iraq.

“For us, we want to distribute on every single
platform,” said Mooser. “We just want this story to
get out there. It’s not about creating a revenue
opportunity for people to pay to download this
footage. It’s about seeing how many people can
watch this as soon as possible. As the technology
progresses, it’ll become easier and easier for peo-
ple to experience it.”

Mooser noted that “Welcome to Aleppo”
marks the first VR video footage to be shot with-
in Syria’s war zone. Last year, the Emblematic
Group debuted “Project Syria,” an animated VR
experience that recreated an attack on an
Aleppo street and transported viewers to a
refugee camp. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Google unveiled a sur-
prise corporate overhaul, forming a new
parent company dubbed Alphabet to
include Internet search and a handful of
independent companies. Google chief
executive Larry Page announced the
change, saying he would hold the same
title at Alphabet, the new holding compa-
ny for the tech giant’s newer ventures
such as the research arm X Lab, invest-
ment unit Google Ventures and health
and science operations. Google will be
one of the units, headed by the current
company vice president Sundar Pichai. 

“Our company is operating well today,
but we think we can make it cleaner and
more accountable,” said a statement from
Page, who co-founded the tech giant with
Sergey Brin 17 years ago.

“So we are creating a new company,
called Alphabet. I am really excited to be
running Alphabet as CEO with help from
my capable partner, Sergey, as president.”

Eric Schmidt, the executive chairman
at Google, will transition to Alphabet with
the same title, Google said. 

Page said Alphabet is “mostly a collec-
tion of companies,” the largest of which is
Google. Under the new structure, “this
newer Google is a bit slimmed down, with
the companies that are pretty far afield of
our main Internet products contained in
Alphabet instead.” 

Alphabet will include units focusing
on life sciences products, such as a glu-
cose-sensing contact lens, and the health
research firm Calico, Page said. Google X,
which handles research on self-driving
cars and Internet balloons, will also be a

separate unit. Other units to be separated
include the drone delivery project Wing,
Google Fiber’s high-speed Internet, the
home automation unit Nest and the
investment arms of the California technol-
ogy giant. “Fundamentally, we believe this
allows us more management scale, as we
can run things independently that aren’t
very related,” he said.

Strong leaders, independence 
“Alphabet is about businesses pros-

pering through strong leaders and inde-
pendence. In general, our model is to
have a strong CEO who runs each busi-
ness, with Sergey and me in service to
them as needed,” Page said in his blog
post. Alphabet Inc. will replace Google
Inc. as the publicly traded entity, and all
shares of Google will automatically con-
vert to shares of Alphabet, with all of the
same rights, Page said.

The new operating structure “will be
introduced in phases over the coming
months,” according to Google’s regulatory
filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission, and will mean separate
financial statements from the Google unit
and its parent. Google will become a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Alphabet.
The Google unit will include the search
engine, search ads, maps, apps, YouTube,
Android and related technical operations,
according to the filing.

The reorganization comes amid con-
cerns that Google’s dominance of the tech
sector may have peaked as the landscape
evolves. Google has for years been the
leader in Internet search and has turned

advertising linked to those searches into a
highly lucrative business. But its shares
have struggled since hitting an all-time
high in early 2014 and it has little to show
for ventures in other areas: self-driving
cars, Google Glass, Internet balloons,

health care, Google TV, mobile payments,
home automation and its Google+ social
network, among others. “This is a pretty
assertive move on their part,” said Bob
O’Donnell, who heads the consultancy
TECHnalysis Research. — AFP

OTTAWA: Couples who send each other
sexually suggestive or explicit images by
phone, commonly known as “sexting,” have
better sex, according to a study presented
to a psychology convention in Toronto.

The practice is often portrayed as risky,
yet American researchers found it is wide-
spread and could actually help couples
improve communication and increase inti-
macy. “These findings show a robust rela-
tionship between sexting and sexual and
relationship satisfaction,” said Emily Stasko
of Philadelphia’s Drexel University.

She presented the results of an online
survey of 870 Americans aged 18 to 82 at
the American Psychological Association’s
123rd Annual Convention in Toronto on
Saturday. More than eight out of 10
respondents said they have sexted. Three-
quarters of them sent images to a
boyfriend, girlfriend, husband or wife, and
associated sexting with better relationship
satisfaction.

That increased gratification, however,

did not carry over to singles surveyed, nor
to respondents who said they were in a
“very committed” relation. Despite its
potential to enhance communication
between partners, past studies-and recent
headlines-have focused almost exclusively
on negative outcomes from sexting.

Some of the best known examples
include news last year about phone hacks
that led to the leak of nude photos of
celebrities including actress Jennifer
Lawrence, pop icon Rihanna and top
model Kate Upton. In another notorious
sexting case,   US lawmaker Anthony
Weiner quit the House of Representatives
after confessing that he used social media
to send sexually explicit pictures of him-
self to a number of women. But such
highly publicized negative outcomes said
Stasko,  fai l  to take into account the
upside of sexting, which, when used by a
loving couple, can increase the “potential
positive effects of open sexual communi-
cation with a partner.” — AFP

Couples who sext 
have better sex

With virtual reality, 360-degree view inside Syria

DUBAI: Following the publicleak of files
belonging to Hacking Team - the com-
pany known for selling “legal spyware”
tosome governments and law enforce-
ment agencies - a number of cyberespi-
onage groups have started using, for
their own malicious purposes,  the tools
Hacking Team provided to its customers
to carry out attacks. This includes several
exploits targeting Adobe Flash Player
and Windows OS. At least one of these
has been re-purposed by the powerful
cyberespionage actor, “Darkhotel”. 

Kaspersky Lab has discovered that
the “Darkhotel”, an elite spying crew
uncovered by its experts in 2014 and
famous for infiltrating Wi-Fi networks in
luxury hotels to compromise selected
corporate executives, has been using a
zero-day vulnerability from Hacking
Team’s collection since the beginning of
July, straight after the notorious leak of

Hacking Team files on July, 5th.  Not
known to have been a client of Hacking
Team, the Darkhotel group appears to
have grabbed the files once they
became publicly available. 

This is not the group’s only zero-day;
Kaspersky Lab estimates that over the
past few years it may have gone through
half a dozen or more zero-days targeting
Adobe Flash Player, apparently investing
significant money in supplementing its
arsenal. In 2015, the Darkhotel group
extended its geographical reach around
the world while continuing to
spearphishtargets in North and South
Korea, Russia, Japan, Bangladesh,
Thailand, India,Mozambique and
Germany.  

Collateral assistance
from hacking team 

Kaspersky Lab’s security researchers

have registered new techniques and
activities from Darkhotel, a known
advanced persistent threat (APT) actor
that has been active for almost eight
years. In attacks dated 2014 and earlier,
the group misused stolen code-signing
certificates and employed unusual
methods like compromising hotel Wi-Fi
to place spying tools on targets’ systems.
In 2015, many of these techniques and
activitieshave been maintained, but
Kaspersky Lab has also uncovered new
variants of malicious executable files,
the ongoing use of stolen certificates,
relentless spoofing social-engineering
techniques and the deployment of
Hacking Team’s zero-day vulnerability:

* Ongoing use of stolen certificates.
The Darkhotel group appears to main-
tain a stockpile of stolen certificates and
deploys their downloaders and the
backdoors signed with them to cheat

the targeted system. Some of the more
recent revoked certificates include
XuchangHongguang Technology Co.Ltd.
- the company whose certificates were
used in previous attacks performed by
the threat actor. * Relentless spearphish-
ing. The Darkhotel APT is indeed persist-
ent: it tries to spearphish a target, and if
it doesn’t succeedreturnsseveral months
later for another try with much the same
social-engineering schemes.   

* Deployment of Hacking Team’s
zero-day exploit. The compromised
website, tisone360.com, contains a set
of backdoors and exploits.The most
interesting of these is the Hacking Team
Flash zero-day vulnerability.

“Darkhotel has returned with yet
another Adobe Flash Player exploit host-
ed on a compromised website, and this
time it appears to have been driven by
the Hacking Team leak.

Google ‘Alphabet’ spells 
surprise reorganization
Google to be headed by vice president Sundar Pichai

Adding the human
touch to IT security

SAN FRANCISCO: This February 7, 2007 file photo shows The Symantec logo at the
RSA Conference 2007 in San Francisco, California. US computer security company
Symantec said yesterday it would sell its data management business Veritas to a
group of investors for $8 billion in cash. Symantec, maker of the Norton antivirus
program, said the deal was expected to close by January 1. — AFP

SAN FRANCISCO:  His name may not
ring a bell, but Google’s new CEO
Sundar Pichai has worked on some of
the company’s best-known products-
from the Chrome browser to the
Android mobile software. Pichai, 43,
was named chief executive officer of
the Internet titan Monday, as Google
unveiled a new corporate structure cre-
ating an umbrella company dubbed
Alphabet.

He will oversee the biggest compa-
ny under that umbrella, which will still
be called Google and will continue to
include some of its household products,
including its search engine, ads, maps,
apps, YouTube and the Android system.

Alphabet will be run by Google
chief Larry Page, who showered praise
upon Pichai, senior vice president of
products. “I feel very fortunate to have
someone as talented as he is to run the
slightly slimmed down Google and this
frees up time for me to continue to
scale our aspirations,” according to Page
in a blog post. 

Page said he was impressed with his
“progress and dedication to the compa-
ny” and promised to continue to groom
Pichai, who has been at Google since
2004. “I have been spending quite a bit
of time with Sundar, helping him and
the company in any way I can, and I will
of course continue to do that.”

In his role as SVP of products, Pichai
oversees management, engineering
and research for Google’s products and
platforms, according to Google’s filing
at the US Securities and Exchange
Commission. Before that, he was SVP of
Google Android, Chrome and Apps,
working on consumer products “used
by millions of people,” the filing said.

Pichai was part of the team that
launched the Chrome browser in 2008
and also worked on various search
products, including Google Toolbar,
Desktop Search, Gadgets and Google
Gears, according to the company.

US media described him as soft-
spoken, little-known, and a long-time
right-hand man to mentor Page.— AFP

Pichai: The little-known 
new chief of Google

‘Darkhotel’ Cyberespionage Group boosts 
attacks with Exploit leaked from hacking 



BOSTON: The furor on Capitol Hill over Planned
Parenthood has stoked a debate about the use of tissue
from aborted fetuses in medical research, but US scien-
tists have been using such cells for decades to develop
vaccines and seek treatments for a host of ailments,
from vision loss and neurological disorders to cancer
and AIDS. Anti-abortion activists set off the uproar by
releasing undercover videos of Planned Parenthood
officials that raised questions of whether the organiza-
tion was profiting from the sale of fetal tissue. Planned
Parenthood has denied making any profit and said it
charges fees solely to cover its costs.

University laboratories that buy such cells strongly
defend their research, saying tissue that would other-
wise be thrown out has played a vital role in lifesaving
medical advances and holds great potential for further
breakthroughs. Fetal cells are considered ideal because
they divide rapidly, adapt to new environments easily
and are less susceptible to rejection than adult cells
when transplanted.

“If researchers are unable to work with fetal tissue,
there is a huge list of diseases for which researchers
would move much more slowly, rather than quickly, to
find their cause and how they can be cured,” Stanford

University spokeswoman Lisa Lapin said in an email.
From 2011 through 2014 alone, 97 research institu-

tions - mostly universities and hospitals - received a
total of $280 million in federal grants for fetal tissue
research from the National Institutes of Health. A few
institutions have consistently gotten large shares of that
money, including Yale, the University of California and
Massachusetts General Hospital, which is affiliated with
Harvard.

Fear for safety 
The US government prohibits the sale of fetal tissue

for profit and requires separation between researchers
and the women who donate fetuses. Some schools go
further, requiring written consent from donors. Many
major universities declined to make scientists available
for interviews about their fetal tissue work, saying they
fear for the researchers’ safety because the issue is so
highly charged. The Planned Parenthood uproar led to a
failed attempt by Republicans to strip the organization
of federal funding. Researchers use fetal tissue to under-
stand cell biology and human development. Others use
it to look for treatments for AIDS. Research on spinal
cord injuries and eyesight-robbing macular degenera-
tion involves transplanting fetal cells into patients.
European researchers recently began putting fetal tis-
sue into patients’ brains to try to treat Parkinson’s, a
strategy that previously had mixed results.

Some scientists are looking for alternatives to fetal
tissue, such as using adult cells that have been “repro-
grammed” to their earlier forms. But those techniques
are still being refined, and some fields are likely to
remain reliant on fetal tissue, such as the study of fetal
development. Vaccines have been one of the chief pub-
lic benefits of fetal tissue research. Vaccines for hepatitis
A, German measles, chickenpox and rabies, for example,
were developed using cell lines grown from tissue from
two elective abortions, one in England and one in
Sweden, that were performed in the 1960s.— AP

Medical researchers: fetal 
tissue remains essential
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NEW YORK: Two more people in the New York
City borough of the Bronx have died of
Legionnaires’ disease, bringing the death toll to
12 in the largest outbreak of the disease in New
York City history, officials said Monday. There are
now 113 reported cases of Legionnaires’ in the
Bronx, and cooling towers in 18 buildings have
tested positive for the legionella bacteria, offi-
cials said. While cleaning crews crisscrossed the
Bronx, the continued tension between state and
city governments threatens to undermine offi-
cials’ expressions of confidence that the out-
break is tapering off.

The outbreak has become the city’s most
significant public health crisis since last fall’s

Ebola scare. For more than a month now, cases
of Legionnaires’ - a form of pneumonia especial-
ly dangerous for the elderly and for people with
underlying health issues - have been reported
throughout a section of the South Bronx, the
city’s poorest neighborhood. “We are dealing
with a new set of realities we have never experi-
enced that we have never encountered before
in this city,” said de Blasio, who added that the
nation’s largest city has had to create “a play-
book” on the fly as to how to handle the crisis.
Officials said that all but one of the 12 fatalities
was more than 40 years old and all of them had
underlying health problems. Because the dis-
ease has a 10-day incubation period there can

be a lag in reporting cases, but de Blasio said
Monday that city health officials believe there
hasn’t been a new diagnosis since Aug 3.

New mechanical precautions 
He and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-

Viverito introduced legislation that mandates
inspections of cooling towers, which are rooftop
mechanical structures used to cool large build-
ings.  They eject a warm mist that can carry the
bacteria. As de Blasio spoke at the afternoon
news conference, New Yorkers saw a split-screen
image on their TVs that likely did not inspire
much faith in the level of coordination between
the city and state governments.

While de Blasio spoke at City Hall, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo was holding his own news con-
ference at his New York City office on the very
same subject yet delivering different informa-
tion about the number of buildings where
legionella bacteria had been discovered. Staffers
with both men did not say why the officials held
separate events. The city and state health com-
missioners put out a joint statement later
Monday saying that three additional sites tested
positive over the weekend for the bacteria,
bringing the total to 18.

The earlier mix-up - and resulting questions
from reporters to the mayor about the inconsis-
tency, which clearly irritated de Blasio - was the

latest chapter in the ongoing feud between the
mayor and governor, who are both Democrats
and claim to be friends.  Cuomo drew de
Blasio’s ire last week when, in a seeming criti-
cism of the city’s response to the outbreak, said
that “we’re taking matters into our own hands”
and ordered state inspection teams into the
Bronx. He reiterated that Monday. “We have
been aggressive,” Cuomo said about the state’s
response. “The aggressiveness was called for.”
The state is focusing on buildings outside the
immediate impact zone, while the city’s teams
are working within it. Bassett issued a commis-
sioner’s order to clean all cooling towers in the
city within the next 10 days. — AP 

CHICAGO: Barely 2 years old, Talia Pisano is getting
tough treatment for kidney cancer that spread to her
brain. She’s also getting a chance at having babies of her
own someday. To battle infertility sometimes caused by
cancer treatment, some children’s hospitals are trying a
futuristic approach: removing and freezing immature
ovary and testes tissue, with hopes of being able to put
it back when patients reach adulthood and want to start
families. No one knows yet if it will work. 

It has in adults - more than 30 babies have been
born to women who had ovarian tissue removed in
adulthood, frozen, and put back after treatment for can-
cer or other serious conditions. In lab animals, it’s
worked with frozen and thawed testes tissue.

But the procedures are still experimental in children
who haven’t reached puberty, and too new to have
been attempted. There are challenges to making imma-
ture eggs and sperm from removed tissue suitable for
conception. Still, fertility researchers hope to refine the
science while the first generation of children whose tis-
sue has been put on ice grows up.

Families like Talia’s are clinging to that optimism. The
dark-eyed toddler who loves princesses and play dough
had an ovary removed and frozen in April. She was
treated for kidney cancer last year but when it spread,
doctors started harsher treatment including brain radia-

tion. “It seemed very new and pretty amazing that we
can do something like this and help her in a bigger way,”
said her mom, Maria Pisano, of Griffith, Indiana. “It defi-
nitely brought some peace” and raised hope for Talia’s
future, Pisano said.

Delicate balance 
Doctors face a delicate balance in broaching the

idea of yet another medical procedure when families
have been hit with a horrible diagnosis and difficult
treatment plan. The tissue-removing surgeries are typi-
cally done while a child is being sedated for another rea-
son. “We try to be thoughtful about the fact that their
main focus and ours is on the survival of the child,” said
Dr Erin Rowell, a surgeon at Chicago’s Lurie Children’s
Hospital, where Talia is being treated.

Yet, Rowell added, many families are open to hear-
ing about saving their child’s fertility. “That often is the
one piece of information that gives them a glimmer of
hope - that we believe that their children will live long
enough to grow into adulthood and have their own
family,” she said. A baby boy in Belgium makes scientists
think they’re on the right track. He was born to a
woman who at age 13 had ovarian tissue removed
before undergoing harsh treatment for sickle cell ane-
mia. Doctors believe she had signs of puberty when the

tissue was frozen, according to a recent medical journal
report. Ten years later the tissue was thawed, and por-
tions were grafted onto her remaining ovary. She gave
birth last November after a normal pregnancy.

She is the youngest person to date to have had suc-
cess. Although her eggs were likely more mature than
those of pre-puberty girls, the results are “super excit-
ing,” said Dr. Jill Ginsberg of Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia, a pioneer in the field.

The irony of cancer treatment is that it can save lives
while destroying the chance to create a new life.
Chemotherapy works by killing rapidly dividing cells.
These include malignant cells but also hair follicles,
digestive tract cells, and sperm and eggs. Radiation can
also damage these cells.

Future use 
Dr John Lantos, bioethics chief at Children’s Mercy

Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri, says offering children
the experimental fertility-preserving procedures poses
no ethical problems “as long as there’s informed consent
and a desire to do it.” Federal guidelines say there should
be minimal risk to children involved in research, and
risks need to be weighed against potential benefits, he
said. “Kids themselves when they grow up would likely
appreciate having that (fertility) option,” he said.— AP 

Kids with cancer get new
chance at saving fertility

Futuristic approach holds onto hope

MIAMI: People who eat lots of fried food and
sugary drinks have a 56 percent higher risk of
heart disease compared to those who eat healthi-
er, US researchers said Monday. The findings in
Circulation, a journal of the American Heart
Association, were based on a six-year study of
more than 17,000 people in the United States.

Researchers found that people who regularly
ate what was described as a Southern style diet-
fried foods, eggs, processed meats like bacon and
ham, and sugary drinks-faced the highest risk of a
heart attack or heart-related death during the
next six years.

“Regardless of your gender, race, or where you
live, if you frequently eat a Southern-style diet
you should be aware of your risk of heart disease
and try to make some gradual changes to your
diet,” said lead researcher James Shikany, a nutri-
tional epidemiologist at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham’s Division of Preventive
Medicine.  “Try cutting down the number of times
you eat fried foods or processed meats from
every day to three days a week as a start and try

substituting baked or grilled chicken or veg-
etable-based foods.”

The study included both white and African-
American men and women aged 45 or older, who
did not have heart disease when they began the
study. Participants enrolled from 2003 to 2007.
They were first screened by telephone, then giv-
en an in-home physical exam, then they
answered a food frequency questionnaire.

“Every six months, the participants were inter-
viewed via telephone about their general health
status and hospitalizations for nearly six years,”
said the study. Participants fell into five different
eating groups, including the Southern style
eaters; those who favored convenience foods like
pasta, Mexican food, Chinese food, mixed dishes
and pizza; the “plant-based” pattern which was
mostly vegetables and fruits; the “sweets” pattern;
and the “alcohol/salads” group which tended
toward by beer, wine, liquor, green leafy vegeta-
bles, tomatoes and salad dressings. The
Southern-style eaters were the only ones faced
with a higher risk of heart disease. — AFP 

More evidence that fried food 
raises chances of heart attack 

NYC Legionnaires’ outbreak has claimed 12 lives

AUSTIN: Erica Canaut cheers as she and other anti-abortion activists rally on the
steps of the Texas Capital to condemn the use in medical research of tissue samples
obtained from aborted fetuses. — AP

WHEATON: Talia Pisano, (second from right) in blue dress, celebrates her second birthday with family and friends. — AP  

ALBUQUERQUE: Farmers, towns and tribes
slammed water-intake gates shut as a sludge-
laden plume from a Colorado mine spill rolled
down principal rivers in the desert Southwest
on Monday, prompting local officials and fami-
lies to demand answers about possible long-
term threats from heavy metals borne along by
the spill. 

Colorado and New Mexico declared stretch-
es of the Animas and San Juan rivers to be dis-
aster areas as the orange-colored waste stream
estimated to be 100 miles long churned down-
stream toward Lake Powell in Utah after the
spill Wednesday at the abandoned Gold King
mine. The Navajo Nation, which covers parts of
New Mexico, Utah and Arizona, also declared an
emergency as it shut down water intake sys-
tems and stopped diverting water from the San
Juan River.

Members of the tribal council were frustrat-
ed during a special meeting Monday and
echoed the sentiment of New Mexico officials
that the federal government needs to be held
accountable. New Mexico Gov. Susana
Martinez, who toured the region over the week-
end, said she was heartbroken and called the
spill a catastrophe. “It’s absolutely devastating,”
she said. The 3 million gallons of mine waste
included high concentrations of arsenic, lead
and other heavy metals. Workers with the US

Environmental Protection Agency accidentally
unleashed the spill as federal and contract work-
ers inspected the abandoned mine site near
Silverton, Colorado.

‘Yellow boy’ 
The EPA has said the contaminants were

rolling too fast to be an immediate health threat.
Experts and federal environmental officials say
they expect the river system to dilute the heavy
metals before they pose a longer-term threat.
The EPA said stretches of the rivers would be
closed for drinking water, recreation and other
uses at least through Aug. 17. Dissolved iron in
the waste turned the long plume an alarming
orange-yellow - a look familiar to old-time min-
ers who call it “yellow boy” - so “the water
appears worse aesthetically than it actually is, in
terms of health,” said Ron Cohen, a civil and envi-
ronmental engineering professor at the
Colorado School of Mines. Tests show some of
the metals have settled to the bottom and would
dissolve only if conditions became acidic, which
isn’t likely, Cohen said.

The best course for the EPA would be to leave
the metals where they settle, he said, noting that
next spring’s mountain snowmelt would help
dilute the contaminants further and flush them
downstream. No die-off of wildlife along the riv-
er has yet been detected. Federal officials say all
but one of a test batch of fingerling trout deliber-
ately exposed to the water survived over the
weekend. 

As a precaution, state and federal officials
along the river system have ordered public water
systems to turn off intake valves as the plume
passes. Boaters and fishing groups have been
told to avoid affected stretches of the Animas
and San Juan rivers, which are crowded with
rafters and anglers in a normal summer.
Congress members, state officials and residents
contend the EPA is not providing quick answers
about long-term impacts from the spill. 

“There are more people who want to know,
‘OK, what’s going to happen now? Are you going
to fix this?’” said Michele Truby-Tillen, a spokes-
woman for the San Juan County Office of
Emergency  Management in New Mexico. ‘“How
are we going to protect our families? How long
am I not going to be able to shower at my
house?”

Navajo Council members and New Mexico
Environment Secretary Ryan Flynn said the
EPA needs to compensate those who have
been affected. The state also has demanded
that the federal government develop a plan
for helping farmers who have been left with-
out irrigation water.

Incoming trouble 
In Cedar Hill, New Mexico, a family farm that

serves as many as 3,000 customers in the Four
Corners region has been forced to stop irrigating

dozens of acres of crops. D’rese Sutherland of
Sutherland Farmers said she received advanced
warning from farmer friends in Colorado last
week about the approaching plume.

“By the weekend, without any rain, we’ll be
in trouble,” she said. “There’s nothing we can
do but wait and see what happens.” Members
of New Mexico’s congressional delegation sent
a letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy,
expressing concern over the failure of the
agency to notify New Mexico sooner about the
problem. They also asked that the federal
agency develop a plan for dealing with the
lack of water for communities in San Juan
County and the Navajo Nation. The EPA
released a statement saying it was sharing
information as quickly as possible with the
public as its experts evaluate any effects of the
spill. It also provided information about its
claims process. Recreational businesses along
the rivers said they were losing thousands of
dollars. “We had lots of trips booked. Right
now we’re just canceling by the day,” said Drew
Beezley, co-owner of 4 Corners Whitewater in
Durango, Colorado.

He said his company has had to cancel 20
rafting trips so far, and his dozen employees are
out of work until the river is deemed safe to
enter again. “We don’t really know what the
future holds yet,” said Beezley, who estimates
that he’s lost about $10,000 worth of business
since the spill last week. “We don’t know if the
rest of this season is just scrapped.”— AP 

Residents demand answers 
as mine leak pollutes rivers

COLORADO: Kim Cofman and her daughters Acacia, 12, (left) and Cayenne,
14, try to stir up sludge from the Gold King Mine that covers the bottom the
Animas River. — AP 



MIAMI: Astronauts living at the International Space
Station took their first bites of space-grown lettuce on
Monday, in what scientists described as another step
toward enabling human missions to Mars. “That’s awe-
some,” exclaimed NASA astronaut Kjell Lindgren, after he
ate a piece of red romaine lettuce that was grown in a
special box aboard the orbiting outpost. “Tastes good,”
agreed US astronaut Scott Kelly, who is spending one
year at the research station. “Kind of like arugula,” Kelly
added, then used small bottles to spread extra virgin
olive oil and balsamic vinegar on his leaf, much as one
might spread ketchup and mustard on a hot dog. NASA
says that if space explorers can grow their own food while
they are away from the Earth they would be more likely
to survive the rigors of deep space exploration, which can
last months or even years.

With no way to resupply a spacecraft making a long
journey to and from Mars, the ability to cultivate food

during the trip will be key to survival, said Kelly. “This pay-
load, and having the ability for us to grow our own food is
a big step in that direction,” he said. Ray Wheeler, NASA’s
lead scientist for advanced life support activities at
Kennedy Space Center in Florida, also said fresh foods
that contain antioxidants, such as tomatoes, blueberries
and red lettuce, “could have a positive impact on people’s
moods and also could provide some protection against
radiation in space.”

Veggie experiment 
The red romaine lettuce was grown in a special plant-

growing box called a Veggie unit that was built by Orbital
Technologies Corporation in Madison, Wisconsin, and was
flown to space aboard the SpaceX Dragon cargo ship. The
seeds are contained in rooting pillows, which come com-
plete with soil and fertilizer. Since water cannot be poured
in space, a special irrigation system delivers moisture to

the plant pillows from below. The Veggie unit weighs
about 15 pounds (seven kilograms), is collapsible and
expandable, and contains a light bank of red, blue and
green LEDs to help plants grow. Wheeler said that the idea
for using LED lights to grow food in space dates back to
the late 1990s.  The seeds were “activated” by Kelly on July
8 and grew for 33 days. On Monday, Lindgren donned
blue gloves and used tongs to harvest the lettuce from its
growing box, before attaching the leaves carefully to a
tray. He cleaned them with citric acid-based, food-safe
sanitizing wipes and handed them, in a resealable bag, to
Kelly and Japanese astronaut Kimiya Yui. They saved a
couple of leaves for Russian cosmonauts Mikhail
Kornienko and Gennady Padalka, who were outside the
station doing a spacewalk. “They will eat half of the space
bounty, setting aside the other half to be packaged and
frozen on the station until it can be returned to Earth for
scientific analysis,” NASA said on its website. — AFP 
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SYDNEY: The Universe is experiencing a slow
death, like a person resting on the sofa awaiting
eternal sleep, according to astronomers from a
project which measured the energy generated
by 200,000 galaxies. The international team car-
ried out the most precise measurements of
energy generation in a large portion of space
ever completed and found that it is only half of
what it was two billion years ago and fading.

“The Universe is fated to decline from here
on in, like an old age that lasts forever,” said
Simon Driver from the International Centre for
Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) in Western
Australia. “The Universe has basically plonked
itself down on the sofa, pulled up a blanket and
is about to nod off for an eternal doze.”

Researchers used seven of the world’s most
powerful telescopes to observe galaxies at 21
different wavelengths, from ultraviolet to the far
infrared, as part of the Galaxy and Mass
Assembly Survey (GAMA). Observations collect-
ed over eight years from the Anglo-Australian
Telescope in rural New South Wales state were

used in conjunction with those from orbiting
space telescopes operated by NASA and the
European Space Agency. “We used as many
space and ground-based telescopes we could
get our hands on, to measure the energy output
of over 200,000 galaxies across as broad a wave-
length range as possible,” said Driver, who is pre-
senting the findings to the International
Astronomical Union in Hawaii on Monday.

Galactic slowdown 
Driver said while most of the energy slosh-

ing around in the Universe was created in the
aftermath of the Big Bang, additional amounts
were constantly being released by stars as they
fused elements such as hydrogen and helium
together.  “This newly released energy is either
absorbed by dust as it travels through the host
galaxy, or escapes into intergalactic space and
travels until it hits something such as another
star, planet, or very occasionally a telescope mir-
ror,” he said. Andrew Hopkins, from the
Australian Astronomical Observatory, said while

it had been known for some time that the rate at
which the Universe was forming stars was
declining, the new data showed that the rate of
energy production was reducing the same way
across all different wavelengths. “It doesn’t mat-
ter which wavelength you look at the Universe
in, it is slowing down in its energy production in
the same way,” Hopkins told AFP via telephone
from Hawaii.

“As the Universe expands and as the rate of
expansion accelerates we know that the rate at
which galaxies can continue to evolve is going to
slow down and this is reflected in the rate that we
have been able to measure of how fast they are
forming their stars.” It is hoped that the survey
data will help scientists better understand how
different types of galaxies form. Researchers also
want to expand their work to map energy pro-
duction over the entire history of the Universe
using new facilities, including the world’s largest
radio telescope, the Square Kilometer Array,
which is set to be built in Australia and South
Africa over the next decade.  — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia plans to reduce carbon
emissions by 26 percent from 2005 levels
by 2030, Prime Minister Tony Abbott
announced yesterday, a target critics say
falls well short of its fair share globally.
Abbott, however, said his conservative
government’s target was “fairly in the mid-
dle” of those made by other economies
which will be taken to an upcoming glob-
al climate conference in Paris.

“We have come to the position our
2030 emissions reduction target will be in
the range of 26 to 28 percent,” Abbott told
reporters in Canberra. “There is a definite
commitment to 26 percent but we believe
under the policies that we have got, with
the circumstances that we think will apply,
that we can go to 28 percent.”

With its heavy use of coal-fired power
and relatively small population of 23 mil-
lion, Australia is considered one of the
world’s worst per capita greenhouse gas
polluters. Abbott has been widely seen as
a reluctant advocate for fighting climate
change, having scrapped a controversial
tax on carbon emissions by industrial pol-
luters and consistently promoted the coal
export industry.

He said yesterday strong and effective
policies were needed to tackle the issue,
and Australia was reducing emissions in
part through a carbon abatement pro-
gram-whereby energy efficient compa-
nies are rewarded. But he said Australia’s
commitment to the environment had to
be balanced against economic growth
and jobs, and did not need to be the
strongest in the world.

“Our 26 to 28 percent target, it’s better
than Japan. It’s almost the same as New
Zealand. It’s a whisker below Canada,” said
Abbott. “It’s a little below Europe. It’s
about the same as the United States. It’s
vastly better than Korea.  “And, of course, it
is unimaginably better than China,” he
said, in reference to the world’s top carbon
polluter which last month promised to
peak emissions within about 15 years, in a
move widely hailed as a boost for the
international effort to curb global warm-
ing. “We are not leading but we are cer-
tainly not lagging,” Abbott said.

‘Vastly inadequate’ 
Paris will host the UN climate confer-

ence at the end of the year, with organiz-

ers hoping to conclude a pact limiting
global warming to two degrees Celsius
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) over pre-industri-
al levels. Environmentalists accused
Australia of not doing enough to curb the
pollution blamed for global warming, say-
ing the Abbott government fell well short
of doing its fair share globally.

“These targets are vastly inadequate to
protect Australians from the impacts of
climate change and do not represent a fair
contribution to the world effort to bring
climate change under control,” said Tim
Flannery from the independent Climate
Council. Will Steffen, a climate change
expert at the council, said Australia’s
pledge was not too different from that of
Canada and Japan but significantly
behind the EU and United States and “still
at the bottom of the pack in terms of the
developed countries”.

“Where we need to be in terms of play-
ing our fair share for the two-degree poli-
cy target... we are way below that,” Steffen
told AFP, adding it was unfair to compare
Australia’s pledge to China’s commitments
given it was still a developing country.

WWF-Australia also said  Australia’s tar-
get was below efforts being made by the
United States, which has pledged to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26-
28 percent from 2005 levels by 2025 —
significantly five years earlier than
Australia-and the EU which has gone even
further. “If every country matched
Australia’s effort the world would be on
track for three to four degrees of warm-
ing,” said WWF-Australia’s Kellie Caught.

Frank Jotzo, director of the Centre for
Climate Economics and Policy at the
Australian National University in Canberra,
agreed the target fell far short of the inter-
national goal. But he noted that “most
other developed countries’ targets also fall
short”. “However this target means
Australia is at least on the boat with inter-
national climate action, even if considered
a laggard,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop, who will
attend the United Nations climate change
conference in Paris, defended the pledge
by Australia, responsible for 1.3 percent of
global emissions. “It means that Australia...
as the 13th largest emitter in absolute
terms is doing our bit and that’s what mat-
ters,” she said. — AFP 

First bite of space-grown 
lettuce tastes ‘awesome’

Another step closer to Mars mission 

A handout photo released August 6, 2015 by the European Southern
Observatory shows a composite picture of how a typical galaxy appears at dif-
ferent wavelengths in the GAMA survey. —AFP 

Universe ‘resting on sofa’ as it slowly dies 

This August 10, 2015 image from NASA TV shows (from left) Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) astronaut Kimiya Yui, with NASA astro-
nauts Kjell Lindgren and Scott Kelly as they eat red romaine lettuce grown on board the International Space Station. — AFP 

Australia pledges 26% 
emissions cut by 2030



W H AT ’ S  ON
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2015

All photos submitted for What’s On
should be minimum 200dpi.
Articles must be in plain text and
should include name and phone
numbers. Articles and photos that
fail to meet these requirements will
not be published. 

Please send them to
news@kuwaittimes.net

What’s On - Submission Guidelines

Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, Inc and leading real
estate developer Dubai Properties

yesterday announced an agreement to
open four new hotels in Dubai under
Starwood’s Aloft and Element brand
flags. This milestone signing strengthens
the company’s mid-range portfolio with
11announceddeals year to date, repre-
senting nearly 50% of Starwood’s Middle
East pipeline. Scheduled to open in2018,
the four new Aloft hotels and Element
hotel will introduce 816 rooms in Dubai
while expand Dubai Properties’ develop-
ments within the hospitality sector. 

The deal is in line with the Dubai
Government’s focus on mid-scale hotel
development ahead of the Dubai World
Expo 2020. “I would like to thank Dubai
Properties for putting their trust in
Starwood and advancing the growth of
Aloft and Element brands in the UAE with
these four hotels,” said Michael Wale,
President, Starwood Hotels & Resorts,
Europe, Africa and Middle East. “As the
fastest growing brand in the history of
hospitality, Aloft meets Dubai’s demand
formid-scale hotels in both urban and
industrial areas that bring life, innovation
and personality at a great value.”

Naaman Atallah, CEO of Dubai

Properties, said: “As Dubai prepares itself
to host a memorable World Expo 2020,
Dubai Properties is proud to sign a four-
hotel deal with Starwood Hotels &
Resorts. The hotels under the Aloft and
Element brands will offer two new con-
cepts to the existing mid-market catego-
ry in the Emirate, which will emerge as a
vital segment in the run to the exposition.
The time is right to launch new hospitali-
ty projects as demand for new hotel
rooms continues to increase and culmi-
nate around this major event. Going for-
ward, Dubai Properties will continue to
offer modern, elegant, and cost-effective
hospitality solutions for the emirate’s
booming tourism industry.” 

In the Middle East, Aloft hotels is
spearheading Starwood’s growth in the
mid-market segment and is expected to
quadruple by 2019. The brand is redefin-
ing the category by delivering urban-
influenced, modern and vibrant design
and a social guest experience at an
affordable price point. “We continue to
experience increased worldwide demand
for our mid-market brands given their
global appeal for guests and strong per-
formance,” stated Simon Turner,
President, Starwood Global
Development. “This is particularly true for

Aloft where signings have more than
doubled globally versus the same time
last year including a surge of signings in
the Middle East. With its innovative pro-
gramming, design and tech-savvy
approach, Aloft is especially well posi-
tioned to grow throughout the Middle
East.” 

The three new Alofts in Dubai will fea-
ture the brand’s signature W XYZ Bar,
where guests can mix and mingle over
the hottest new music; and re:fuel by
Aloft, the grab and go eatery open 24
hours a day, in addition to an all-day din-
ing outlet. Other amenities include
re:charge the fully equipped fitness cen-
tre and a refreshing outdoor Splash pool,
in addition to a backyard exterior public
space, Clean Guest Laundry services, and
Bliss Spa products.

Aloft Dubai Dubiotech
Featuring 227 guest rooms, Aloft

Dubai Dubiotech will be located in the
world’s first free zone area dedicated to
the life science industry. The hotel is
20km from the Dubai International
Airport and 40 km from the new Dubai
World Central International Airport.  The
hotel will also be equipped with three
meeting rooms.

Aloft Dubai Studio City 
Aloft Dubai Studio City comprises of

200 guests rooms, meeting space of up
to 120 sqm and all of Aloft’s signature
brand elements. The hotel is located in
Dubai Studio City, a part of Dubai Media
City that drives business in broadcast,
movie, television and music production.
Located 15 minutes from Dubai
International Airport and the city centre,
Dubai Studio City is easily accessible
from all areas of Dubai. 

Aloft Dubai IMPZ 
Aloft Dubai IMPZ is located in Dubai’s

dedicated media production zone,
International Media Production Zone
(IMPZ). The hotel will offer 221 guest
rooms and will serve as a hub for the art,
printing, publishing and media produc-
tion businesses in the area.

Element Dubai IMPZ 
Element, Starwood’s eco-innovation

lab, is designed for today’s healthy,
active traveler, with a nature-inspired
design philosophy that is clean, modern
and bright. Element IMPZ will offer
guests 168 studio accommodations and
double rooms for guests to relax and
recharge from the stress of travelling.

Signature amenities range from healthy
RISE breakfast and RELAX evening recep-
tion to saline swimming pools, spacious
fitness centers, bikes-to-borrow and
electric vehicle charging stations. 

“The UAE presents great opportuni-
ties to expand in the mid-market sector
where there is a high demand for reli-
able and affordable hospitality,” said Bart
Carnahan, Senior Vice President
Acquisitions & Development, Starwood
Hotels & Resorts, Europe, Africa & Middle
East. “Aloft and Element are revolutioniz-
ing the hospitality industry, and we are
excited to expand our already strong
footprint in the market by introducing
these brands into areas of Dubai where
Starwood currently does not have a
presence.”

Starwood currently operates 51
hotels and resorts across the Middle East
under eight of the company’s ten dis-
tinct lifestyle brands including: The
Luxury Collection, St Regis, Sheraton,
Westin, W Hotels, Le MÈridien, Four
Points by Sheraton and Aloft. The com-
pany has plans to double its portfolio in
the region in the next five years. Dubai
remains the company’s second largest
market after New York City with 15 oper-
ating hotels. 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts, Dubai Properties seal deal

‘Indian Lawyers Forum’, the
Professional association of
Indian Lawyers and Law

Graduates working in Kuwait con-
ducted its monthly meeting and legal
seminar on 08-08-2015 at the resi-
dence of its General convener Adv
Mohammed Bashir. President
Advocate Palavilayil Thomas Panicker
presided over the function.  President
in his speech welcomed everybody.
He highlighted the activities of the
unique Forum and emphasized on
the necessity and utility of the
Forum’s activities to the members
and local Indian Community in
Kuwait. He also reiterated that the

Forum would continue its endeavor
to provide legal advice/guidance to
the needy members of the Indian
Community. 

Adv Thomas Panicker observed
that the FORUM enjoys the member-
ship of Indian lawyers who are work-
ing for high profile legal firms and
holding key legal positions in various
companies in Kuwait. Several of our
members are with 10 to 20 years
Practicing experience in India.  Forum
is well equipped to deal with any sort
of legal and business consultations
pertaining to Kuwait as well as India. 

General Secretary Suresh Pulikkal
presented the legal subject for dis-

cussions for the day, Company
Registration and Kuwaiti Labour
Laws. All the members were present.
Adv Thomas Panicker, Adv Jessy, Adv
Shivadas and Adv Basheer
Mohammed actively participated in
the discussions followed. In the meet-
ing it is decided to arrange Legal
seminar for the community in coordi-
nation with Indian Embassy at Indian
Embassy auditorium. Forum declared
that as usual Forum will be ready to
participate in any legal seminar con-
ducted by any association.  Forum
decided to celebrate ONAM this year
also. The date and programs will be
announced later.

‘Indian Lawyers Forum’ conducts its 
monthly meeting and legal seminar

Youth India Kuwait organizes
Blood Donation Camp 

Youth India Kuwait organizes a blood donation camp in
co-ordination with Kuwait Blood Bank at the occasion
of the 69th Indian Independence & loving memories of

great patriots of Indian Independence struggle. The camp is
scheduled on Friday, August 14 (from 3 pm to 7 pm) at the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank premises in Jabriya. Those who
wish to donate blood may please contact Salmiya (65667981),
Abbasiya  (97601023), Fahaheel (50388493),  Abu Halifa
(69942251), Farwaniya (60992324). Transport facilities have
been arranged from all parts of Kuwait. Pre registration avail-
able at www.youthindiakuwiat.com or https://goo.gl/Wxo8qj

The Ambassador of Bangladesh in Kuwait His
Excellency Major General Mohammad Ashab
Uddin organized a cultural program at the

Bangladesh House in Qurtuba on July 25, 2015. The
special guests include the wife of ambassador, Abdul
Latif Khan, Safaeth Hussain Patowari, Eng Khandokar
Abdul Hannan, Moaiz Uddin Ahmmed, Hazi Zubayer
Ahmmed, Ataul Gani Mamun and Shahid Islam Papul.
The program started with the recitation of the Quran,

followed by poetry recitations. Funny Jokes and other
cultural programs were featured at the event. The pro-
gram commenced with the introductory discussion on
poetry - presented by hosted the Ambassador of
Bangladesh in Kuwait. 

Morshad Alam Badol, Rafiqul Islam bulu, Abdur
Rahim, Salim Reza, Al Amin Chowdhury Swapan, H M
Humaun Kabir, Abdur Rouf Mowla, Abdul Hai Bhuiyan,
Al Imran Shikder, Azad Nur, Fariduzzaman Khokon,

Sayed Mujahed, Shah Sumon Rahath, Abdul Ahad,
Samir Chandra Das, Al Amin Rana, Babul Munshi, Abul
Hasem Enam, Mihir Kanti pal, Mohammad Jinnah,
Shamsun Nahar, Sathe Paik, Salirn, Faysal, Mustafa
Shaikh, Tanzin, Sanjib Roy, Afrin and Editors Sharif
Mizan, Nizamur Rahrnan Tipu and Masud Thakur pre-
sented their poetry recitations. Amzad Hossain and his
group presented popular songs. The program attracted
lot of dignitaries. 

Bangladesh Ambassador organizes cultural event
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As part of its commitment to sup-
porting the communities in
which it operates, Canon Middle

East, a leader in imaging solutions, is
constructing a school in Senegal in
partnership with non-profit buildOn,
building further on its support to Dubai
Cares, the philanthropic organization
founded by His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai.

BuildOn, is an international organi-
zation committed to breaking the cycle
of poverty, illiteracy, and low expecta-
tions through service and education.
The innovative digital leader will pro-
mote primary education for children
between the ages of six and twelve in
the village of SoupeSerere as part of its
social responsibility towards the those
in need in Africa, one of its fastest grow-
ing markets. The primary school, which
is being built with the aid of 13 Canon
employees who visited Senegal from
July 20 -26, will be complete 12 weeks
hence. There are over 167 million illiter-
ate people in Africa.

The Canon employees worked side
by side with the local community mem-
bers during their visit to start construc-
tion on the school. buildOn and the
community signed a covenant stating
each party’s contribution to the project
before construction begins. The
covenant states that buildOn provides

the engineering, materials, skilled labor
and project supervision for the school.
The community provides a gender-
equal leadership team, voluntary
unskilled labor, land for the school,
local materials and a promise that girls
and boys must be sent to school in
equal numbers.

The week-long volunteering initia-
tive complements the ‘Adopt a School’
initiative by Dubai Cares, which Canon
ME had supported last year by donat-
ing over AED 100,000 raised by its
employees. The new school will provide
a safe area for children to learn and for
teachers to teach in the village of
SoupeSerere. Following the construc-
tion of the school, Dubai Cares, along
with its partner buildOn, will engage a
minimum of 60 illiterate adults in an 18-
month adult literacy and life skills class
taught in the new school. 

Moreover, Canon Middle East and
Canon Emirates, along with their cus-
tomers and Facebook fans collected
textbooks and educational materials,
through the ‘Books4Cause’campaign
from July to October 2014. These will
be directly donated by Canon to the
school for its library.  Currently, the
existing school building houses 92 stu-
dents, and less than half of these are
girls. They are tutored by two teachers
who oversee grades 1 -3, in an area
where the closest other school is a four
kilometer walk. With the addition of the

new 2-classroom school, more children
in the village will have access to pri-
mary education. The new furnished
school will seat 150 students per school
and will be equipped with separated
Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrines
for girls and boys. It will also offer an 18-
month adult literacy and life skills class
for 60 adult men and women.

Anurag Agrawal, Managing
Director, Canon Middle East said: “Our

support to building the school in
Senegal underlines our commitment
to make a positive difference in the
world. It reflects our Kyosei philosophy
of serving the communities with active
participation from our team members.
We are thankful to Dubai Cares for the
opportunity to partner in this initiative.
With the campaign, and the opening
of the school at the end of 2015, we are
helping to shape future citizens by pro-

viding primary education to them.”
Rosann Jager, Vice President
International Programs, buildOn said:
“The partnership with Dubai Cares and
the support of Canon Middle East has
allowed buildOn to expand our pro-
grams and provide a safe and inspiring
environment for learning.  The contri-
bution of Canon Middle East goes far
beyond the donation to build the
school.  

We have found that the presence of
a donor group in the village living and
working side by side the villages pro-
motes the importance of education for
all children in the community, but even
more for girls.  It allows an intimate
connection between the donor and the
villagers which is very unique to
buildOn. We look forward to connect-
ing Canon ME to other villages in the
developing world and breaking the
cycle of poverty, illiteracy, and low
expectations together.” Thanking
Canon Middle East for its on-going sup-
port, Tariq Al Gurg, Chief Executive
Officer, Dubai Cares said: “There are mil-
lions of children in the developing
world who have no recourse to educa-
tion, making these nations vulnerable
to crippling socio-economic crises in
the coming years. 

As global citizens, we need to con-
front this situation and take decisive
action in countering it. The corporate
world has a significant role to play in
this and Canon, through their ongoing
support for our programs, has emerged
as an example of effective corporate
citizenship and social leadership.”
Canon Middle East serves as an active
partner in the communities it operates
in, by working with governments, sci-
entific, academic, humanitarian, and
arts and culture organizations, to inte-
grate corporate social responsibility
across all elements of the business. 

Canon Middle East to educate underprivileged Senegalese kids

Joyalukkas Jewelry picked the final winner
for its ‘Drive your Dream’ campaign.
During this event, customers had the

opportunity to win 12 Audi Cars and 3kg Gold.
The promotion received an overwhelming
response and other than the 12 Audi cars,
shoppers also won Gold coin as prizes.  “We
are thankful for the customers overwhelming

response to our ‘Drive your Dream’ promotion.
We gave away many exciting prizes and the
reaction from each winner was priceless. To
see our customers participate in such great
numbers is always a great source of encour-
agement. 

The ‘Drive your Dream’ offer was one of the
many promotions we organized, in an effort to

make every experience for customers a
rewarding one.” Said John Paul Joy Alukkas,
Executive Director, Joyalukkas Group. The final
draw was held on 9th August, 2015 at the
Joyalukkas, Panasonic Tower Kuwait City
showroom. The winner of the final Audi car
was Leira Johnson. When Leira Johnson was
called to inform her of her incredible winning,

she was totally overwhelmed with emotion
and said “Wow, this is dream come true, I love
Joyalukkas!!!”. 

After ‘Drive your Dream’ Joyalukkas Jewelry
will continue to offer many such initiatives to
keep their customers excited and reward them
whenever possible. The “world’s favorite jewel-
er’ is renowned for their collection of over One

million designs in all formats of precious jew-
elry i.e. Gold, Diamond, Polki, Precious Stone,
Platinum & Pearl. They offer many exciting
brands and showcase the widest range of
designs to suit all budgets and tastes. The 6
times in a row Superbrand currently is a chain
of 105 showrooms across 10 countries around
the world.

Joyalukkas announces ‘Drive your Dream’ campaign winners

Movenpick Hotels & Resorts has
secured its own piece of paradise
in one of Asia’s most exclusive holi-

day destinations, having signed a deal to
manage the Sol Marina Resort, which will
soon be renamed Movenpick Resort
Boracay, in the Philippines. Located in the
north west of the island on idyllic Punta
Bunga Beach, famed for its white powdery
sand and aquamarine waters and consid-
ered one of Asia’s luxury resort hotspots, the
upscale 333-key property will start welcom-
ing guests in December 2015.

The property will not only shore up
Movenpick’s presence in the Philippines,
where it already manages Movenpick Hotel
Mactan Island Cebu, but also bolster the
hospitality firm’s portfolio of resort proper-
ties in top Asian locations. In Thailand the
company operates two resorts in Phuket
and one on Koh Samui, while construction
is underway on properties in leisure desti-
nations such as Pattaya, Thailand, Quy
Nhon, Vietnam and Bali, Indonesia. “Signing
a property in Boracay is a significant devel-

opment for Movenpick, as it cements our
presence in one of Asia’s most established
resort destinations,” explains Andreas
Mattmuller, Chief Operating Officer,
Movenpick Hotels & Resorts, Middle East
and Asia.

“Punta Bunga Beach, with its crystal-
clear waters and soft white sand, is
unspoiled and truly idyllic, attracting dis-
cerning travelers from all over the world
from both the upscale leisure and corporate
meetings segments.” Mattm¸ller also notes
how the Filipino culture marries well with
Movenpick’s ‘We make moments’ guest
promise, which guides the hospitality firm’s
service ethics world over. “The Filipinos have
a happy attitude towards life; in the
Philippines you will always receive a warm
welcome,” he adds.

Movenpick Resort Boracay will comprise
a cluster of three buildings nestled around
the lagoon pool with most of the resort’s
rooms and suites boasting sea views.
Designed to give guests the ultimate luxury
experience, the Presidential Suite will be

housed in a stand-alone villa, featuring two
bedrooms and a private pool. Key resort
features will include family rooms; a kids
club for young children and a games area
for teens; and several dining outlets includ-
ing Italian, Japanese and Korean restaurants
plus a lobby lounge, beach club and swim-
up pool bar. Meetings and events facilities
will span a ballroom that can accommodate
up to 450 guests for a seated dinner, three
multi-function rooms and a boardroom.

The property’s owner, Ambassador
Alfredo Yao, who is also the founder and
owner of the Philippines’ largest beverage
producer, Zest-O and a partner in AirAsia
Zest, Philippines, says signing the manage-
ment agreement with Movenpick Hotels &
Resorts marks the start of a “new exciting
era” for the resort. “The rebranding of Sol
Marina as Movenpick Resort Boracay will
mark a new beginning for our beautiful
property, steered by the capable team at
Movenpick Hotels & Resorts, which has a
formidable reputation as one of Asia’s top
resort operators,” says Yao. 

Movenpick Hotels & Resorts secures
its own piece of Philippines paradise



00:45 Tanked
01:40 Into The Lion’s Den
02:35 Into The Lion’s Den
03:25 Gator Boys
04:15 Man-Eating Super Squid
05:02 Treehouse Masters
05:49 Shamwari: A Wild Life
06:13 Shamwari: A Wild Life
06:36 Meet The Sloths
07:00 Meet The Sloths
07:25 Too Cute! Pint-Sized
07:50 The Wild Life Of Tim
Faulkner
08:15 Shamwari: A Wild Life
08:45 Shamwari: A Wild Life
09:10 Treehouse Masters
10:05 Tanked
11:00 Too Cute! Pint-Sized
11:25 The Wild Life Of Tim
Faulkner
11:55 Treehouse Masters
12:50 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
13:45 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
14:40 Gator Boys
15:35 Tanked
16:30 Man-Eating Super Squid
17:25 Shamwari: A Wild Life
17:55 Shamwari: A Wild Life
18:20 Penguins On A Plane: Great
Animal Moves
19:15 Gator Boys
20:10 Tanked
21:05 Africa’s Super Seven
22:00 Penguins On A Plane: Great
Animal Moves

T V  PR O G R A M S
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2015

RUSH HOUR 2 ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 2 ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
01:10 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
01:45 Antiques Roadshow
02:40 Antiques Roadshow
03:30 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
03:55 Come Dine With Me
04:20 Antiques Roadshow
05:15 Hairy Dieters
06:05 Antiques Roadshow
07:00 Antiques Roadshow
07:50 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
08:45 Masterchef: The
Professionals
09:40 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
10:15 Antiques Roadshow
11:10 Antiques Roadshow
12:00 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
12:30 Come Dine With Me
12:55 DIY SOS: The Big Build
13:45 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
14:40 Masterchef: The
Professionals
15:35 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
16:00 Antiques Roadshow
16:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
17:30 DIY SOS: The Big Build
18:25 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
19:10 Masterchef: The
Professionals
20:05 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
20:45 Bargain Hunt
21:30 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic
Cookery
21:55 Masterchef: The
Professionals
22:25 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
22:50 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic
Cookery

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 The Island With Bear Grylls
02:00 Dual Survival
02:50 Dual Survival
03:40 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
04:05 Storage Hunters UK
04:30 American Digger
05:00 What Happened Next?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Gold Rush
06:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
08:55 Storage Hunters UK
09:20 American Digger
09:45 What Happened Next?
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 The Island With Bear Grylls
11:25 Dual Survival
12:15 Dual Survival
13:05 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
13:30 Storage Hunters UK
13:55 American Digger
14:20 Gold Rush
15:10 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 What Happened Next?
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Deadliest Catch
18:30 Mythbusters
19:20 The Carbonaro Effect
19:45 Magic Of Science
20:10 Storage Hunters UK
20:35 American Digger
21:00 Mythbusters
21:50 The Carbonaro Effect
22:15 Magic Of Science
22:40 Wheels That Fail
23:05 Wheels That Fail
23:30 Hellriders

00:00 Stewarts And Hamiltons
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
02:20 Giuliana & Bill
03:15 Christina Milian Turned Up
03:40 Christina Milian Turned Up
04:10 E!ES
05:05 Ryan Seacrest With The
Kardashians: An E!...
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 New Money
08:45 New Money
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 New Money
12:35 New Money
13:05 Fashion Bloggers
13:35 Fashion Bloggers
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
17:30 Eric And Jessie: Game On
18:00 E! News
19:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
20:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
20:30 Christina Milian Turned Up

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
01:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
02:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
02:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Iron Chef America
07:00 Man Fire Food
07:30 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 Easy Chinese
11:30 Easy Chinese
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Man Fire Food
15:30 Man Fire Food
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Easy Chinese
18:30 Easy Chinese
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Iron Chef America
21:00 Chopped South Africa
22:00 Kitchen Inferno
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Doc Martin
04:20 Breathless
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Doc Martin
08:25 Breathless
09:20 Coach Trip
09:45 Coach Trip
10:15 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Come Dine With Me Ireland
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Coach Trip
16:00 Coach Trip
16:30 Endeavour
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Coach Trip
20:00 Coach Trip
20:30 Endeavour
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Murdoch Mysteries

00:10 Naked Science
01:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
02:00 Dead End Express
02:55 Bridge The Gap
03:50 Locked Up Abroad
04:45 Die Trying
05:40 Animal Impact
06:35 Cesar To The Rescue
07:30 Naked Science
08:25 Last Days Of Man
09:20 Die Trying
10:15 Cesar To The Rescue
11:10 The Big Picture With Kal
Penn
11:35 The Big Picture With Kal
Penn
12:05 Innovation Nation
12:30 Innovation Nation
13:00 Last Days Of Man
14:00 Naked Science
15:00 Cesar To The Rescue
16:00 Cesar To The Rescue
17:00 Hacking The System
17:30 Hacking The System
18:00 Innovation Nation
18:30 Innovation Nation
19:00 Wicked Tuna
20:00 Cesar To The Rescue
20:50 Hacking The System
21:15 Hacking The System
21:40 Innovation Nation
22:05 Innovation Nation
22:30 Wicked Tuna
23:20 Animal Impact

01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Louie
02:00 Silicon Valley
02:30 Veep
03:00 Mulaney
03:30 New Girl
04:00 The Simpsons
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Til Death
06:00 The Goldbergs
06:30 Cristela
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Simpsons
08:30 Til Death
09:00 Mulaney
09:30 Black-Ish
10:00 Black-Ish
10:30 Cristela
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 The Goldbergs
12:30 The Simpsons
13:00 Til Death
13:30 Cristela
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Black-Ish
15:00 Black-Ish
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 The Goldbergs
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 Galavant
19:00 2 Broke Girls
19:30 2 Broke Girls
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Jonah From Tonga
22:30 Silicon Valley
23:00 Veep
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Scandal
01:00 The Flash
02:00 The Americans
03:00 Better Call Saul
04:00 State Of Affairs
05:00 Odyssey
09:00 Odyssey
10:00 State Of Affairs
11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Scandal
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Parenthood
20:00 State Of Affairs
21:00 The Flash
22:00 Backstrom
23:00 Better Call Saul

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack

06:30 TCM Presents Under The...-
U
07:00 Go West-FAM
08:20 Doctor Zhivago-PG
11:30 Invasion Quartet-FAM
12:55 Murder She Said-FAM
14:20 The Left-Handed Gun-PG
16:00 4 For Texas-PG
17:55 Singin’ In The Rain-FAM
19:35 Cimarron-FAM
22:00 The Omega Man-PG
23:35 Cool Hand Luke

03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
03:42 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Steven Universe
10:36 Steven Universe
10:45 Total Drama: Revenge Of The
Island
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Johnny Test
12:15 Teen Titans Go! New
12:25 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Adventure Time
13:35 Adventure Time
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Steven Universe
14:21 Steven Universe
14:30 Total Drama: Pahkitew Island
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
16:00 Matt Hatter Chronicles
16:25 Teen Titans Go! New
16:35 Teen Titans Go!
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 Uncle Grandpa
17:21 Uncle Grandpa
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
18:51 The Amazing World Of Gumball
19:00 Johnny Test
19:11 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go! New
20:20 Teen Titans Go!
20:30 Teen Titans Go!
20:41 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:30 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:10 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:30 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock

00:00 3 Geezers!
02:00 AmeriQua
04:00 Schuks! Your Country Needs
You
06:00 The Rocker
08:00 Last Vegas
10:00 Rush Hour 2
12:00 Schuks! Your Country Needs
You
14:00 For Better Or For Worse
16:00 Last Vegas
18:00 The Last Shot
20:00 Save The Date
22:00 A Haunted House

01:00 See Girl Run-PG15
03:00 Decoding Annie Parker-
PG15
05:00 Stone Markers-PG15
07:00 Almost Christmas-PG15
09:00 The Citizen-PG15
11:00 Stone Markers-PG15
13:00 Ashes-PG15
14:45 The Past-PG15
17:00 The Citizen-PG15
19:00 Devil’s Knot-PG15
21:00 At Any Price-PG15
23:00 Horns-18

02:00 Kon-Tiki
04:00 Mr. Pip
06:00 The French Minister
08:00 The Joy Luck Club
10:30 Great Expectations
12:45 There Be Dragons
14:30 Mr. Pip
16:30 The Joy Luck Club
19:00 Disconnect
21:00 Inescapable
23:00 Northern Soul

09:00 Alexander And The Terrible...
Very Bad Day-PG15
10:45 Jersey Boys-PG15
13:00 Heaven Is For Real-PG
15:00 Mr. Peabody & Sherman-
FAM
17:00 Alexander And The Terrible...
Very Bad Day-PG15
18:45 The Book Thief-PG15
21:00 Maps To The Stars-18
23:00 Riddick-18

01:00 Eleanor’s Secret
02:45 True Story Of Puss’n Boots
04:30 Dragon Guardians
06:00 Minuscule: Valley Of The
Lost Ants
08:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
10:00 Niko 2: Little Brother, Big
Trouble
11:30 Santa’s Magic Crystal
13:00 True Story Of Puss’n Boots
14:30 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia
16:00 Patoruzito: The Great
Adventure
18:00 Niko 2: Little Brother, Big
Trouble
20:00 Planet 51
22:00 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia

16:00 American Warships-PG15
18:00 Last Passenger-PG15
20:00 Knife Fight-PG15
22:00 Thanks For Sharing-18

07:00 Golfing World
08:00 This Is The President’s Cup
10:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
13:00 European Challenge Series
17:00 World Golf Championships
Highlights
19:00 Inside The PGA Tour
19:30 European Tour Weekly
20:00 This Is The President’s Cup
20:30 Trans World Sport
21:30 AFL Premiership

03:00 Live WWE Tough Enough 
07:00 Gillette World Sport 
07:30 NRL Premiership 
09:30 Golfing World
10:30 NRL Full Time 
12:30 AFL Premiership
15:00 WWE Tough Enough 
18:00 WWE Afterburn
19:00 WWE Vintage
23:00 Champions Tour 

12:00 Women’s Ashes: ENG v
AUS, 1st ODI H/Ls
13:00 Live Women’s Ashes: ENG v
AUS, Only Test, Day 2
21:00 Live Natwest T20 Blast: 1st
Quarter Final

00:30 Our Mother’s House-PG
02:15 How The West Was Won-PG
04:45 Our Mother’s House-PG

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 American Horror Story: Freak
Show
04:00 Empire
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 The Blacklist
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 The Blacklist
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 The Blacklist
22:00 American Horror Story: Freak
Show
23:00 Empire

00:00 Blade-18
02:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
04:00 Terminal Velocity-PG15
06:00 The Amazing Spider-Man 2-
PG15
08:30 Clockstoppers-FAM
10:30 Judge Dredd-PG15
12:15 Terminal Velocity-PG15
14:00 The Amazing Spider-Man 2-
PG15
16:30 A Common Man-PG15
18:00 Clockstoppers-FAM
20:00 I, Frankenstein-PG15
22:00 Need For Speed-PG15

01:00 Kristy-PG15
03:00 Enough Said-PG15
05:00 Chef-PG15
07:00 Rio 2-FAM

00:00 Labor Day-PG15
02:00 Bully-PG15
04:00 Frozen-PG
06:00 Horizon-PG15
08:00 American Warships-PG15
10:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
12:00 Grudge Match-PG15
14:00 Call Me Crazy: A Five Film-
PG15

01:00 Love Potion No.9
02:45 Spider
04:30 Garage Sale Mystery
06:00 Aurora Borealis
07:45 Confessions Of A Shopaholic
09:30 Secret Liaison
11:00 Signs
12:45 Barricade
14:15 Deja Vu
16:30 Out Of Reach
18:00 Aurora Borealis
20:00 The Eagle
22:00 Legendary
23:45 Flyboys

00:00 American Idol
01:00 MasterChef Australia
02:00 Private Practice
03:00 Private Practice
04:00 Grey’s Anatomy
05:00 Cougar Town
05:30 Cougar Town
06:00 The Simpsons
07:00 Lost
08:00 American Idol
09:00 MasterChef Australia
10:00 Private Practice
11:00 Private Practice
12:00 Grey’s Anatomy
13:00 Cougar Town
13:30 Cougar Town
14:00 The Simpsons
15:00 Lost
16:00 American Idol
17:00 MasterChef Australia
18:00 Switched At Birth
19:00 Switched At Birth

05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:00 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Loopdidoo
13:40 Limon And Oli
13:50 Cars Toons
13:55 Jake And The Neverland Pirates
14:20 Miles From Tomorrow
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Art Attack
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th Grade
Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Mighty Med
07:50 Lab Rats
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Kirby Buckets
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 Ultimate Spider-Man
10:00 Boyster
10:25 Mini Ninjas
10:50 The 7D
11:15 Mighty Med
11:45 Lab Rats
12:10 Phineas And Ferb
12:35 Phineas And Ferb
13:00 Boyster
13:25 Kickin’ It
13:50 Zeke & Luther
14:20 Camp Lakebottom
14:55 Ultimate Spider-Man
15:20 Lab Rats
15:45 Mini Ninjas
16:10 Pair Of Kings
16:35 Kirby Buckets
17:00 Mighty Med
17:25 Supa Strikas
17:55 Kickin’ It
18:20 Lab Rats
18:45 Phineas And Ferb
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Fajr: 03:47

Shorook 05:14

Duhr: 11:54

Asr: 15:29

Maghrib: 18:32

Isha: 20:02

Automated enquiry
about the Civil ID

card is

1889988

SITUATION VACANT

Kuwait

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 12/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
JAD 301 Amman 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:20
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
CLX 784 Luxembourg 01:30
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
MSC 403 Sohag 02:30
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
CEB 7694 Manila 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
SYR 341 Latakia/KAC 03:25
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5582 Bursa 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KAC 288 Dhaka 06:55
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
NIA 261 Alexandria 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:15
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
JZR 241 Amman 12:30
IZG 4167 Mashhad 12:30
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
IRC 6511 ABD 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 620 Doha 13:10
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10

CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
IRC 526 Mashhad 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 742 Dammam 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
NIA 263 Luxor 16:30
IRM 1180 Mashhad 16:35
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:45
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SYR 343 Damascus 17:55
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
KAC 792 Madinah 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KAC 8166 TLS 21:30
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
JZR 125 Bahrain 21:45
KAC 546 Alexandria 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 975 Chennai 22:25
RBG 551 Alexandria 22:30
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
RBG 555 Alexandria 23:25
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 23:40

Departure Flights on Wednesday 12/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
UAL 981 IAD 00:25
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:45
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
JAD 302 Amman 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
CLX 784 GYD 02:55
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
MSC 404 Sohag 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
SYR 342 Damascus 04:25
CEB 7695 Manila 04:40
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 06:55
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 117 New York 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 619 Doha 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
GBB 4762 Sarajevo 10:05
NIA 262 Luxor 10:10
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 175 Frankfurt/Geneva 11:15
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 741 Dammam 11:50
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
KAC 103 London 12:10
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:15
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10

JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:40
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
ETD 920 Dubai 14:45
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:45
IRC 527 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 545 Alexandria 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
SVA 503 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
KAC 791 Madinah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
NIA 264 Alexandria 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
IRM 1187 Tehran 17:50
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
JZR 124 Bahrain 18:50
SYR 344 Damascus 18:55
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:40
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
DLH 636 Dammam 21:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:05
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
JZR 1542 Cairo 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
THY 5579 TZX 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:05
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:10
KAC 203 Lahore 23:10

SHARQIA-1
INSIDE OUT 12:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 7:15 PM
ANT-MAN 9:45 PM
ANT-MAN 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 1:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:30 PM

NO FRI+SAT
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 6:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:00 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 1:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 4:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 7:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 1:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 4:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 4:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 7:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 1:00 AM

MUHALAB-2
INSIDE OUT 11:30 AM
MINIONS 1:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 5:45 PM
ANT-MAN 8:00 PM
ANT-MAN 10:30 PM
ANT-MAN 1:00 AM

MUHALAB-3
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
ANT-MAN 11:30 AM
ANT-MAN 2:00 PM
BIN ROYE -Pakistani 4:30 PM
ANT-MAN 7:00 PM

HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 11:30 PM

FANAR-2
MINIONS 11:45 AM
THE GIFT 1:45 PM
COP CAR 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
THE GIFT 8:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:15 PM
COP CAR 1:15 AM

FANAR-2
COP CAR 1:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 3:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 6:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 9:30 PM
COP CAR 12:30 AM

FANAR-2
MINIONS 11:45 AM
THE GIFT 1:45 PM
COP CAR 4:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 6:30 PM
THE GIFT 9:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 9:30 PM
COP CAR 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 3:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
INSIDE OUT 12:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:15 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 7:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 PM

MARINA-1
INSIDE OUT 11:30 AM
INSIDE OUT 1:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 6:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 8:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:15 PM

MARINA-2
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:15 PM

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 AM

MARINA-3
ANT-MAN 1:00 PM
MINIONS 3:30 PM
ANT-MAN 5:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:00 PM
ANT-MAN 10:00 PM
ANT-MAN 12:30 AM

AVENUES-1
PIXELS 11:30 AM
MAX 1:45 PM
PIXELS 4:00 PM
THU
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 4:00 PM
MAX 7:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 7:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:00 PM
PIXELS 1:00 AM

AVENUES-2
THE GIFT 11:45 AM
COP CAR 2:00 PM
THE GIFT 4:15 PM
COP CAR 6:30 PM
THE GIFT 8:45 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 11:00 PM

AVENUES-3
INSIDE OUT-3D 12:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:00 PM
INSIDE OUT-3D 5:15 PM
INSIDE OUT 7:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 9:45 PM
THE GIFT 12:05 AM

AVENUES-4
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

360º 1
ANT-MAN 1:15 PM
ANT-MAN 3:45 PM
ANT-MAN 6:15 PM
ANT-MAN 8:45 PM
ANT-MAN 11:15 PM

360º- 2
MINIONS 11:30 AM
POUND OF FLESH 1:30 PM
MAX 3:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 6:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 8:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 10:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 AM

360º- 3
MINIONS 1:00 PM
MINIONS 3:00 PM

MINIONS 5:00 PM
MINIONS 7:00 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 9:00 PM
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.1
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.2
ANT-MAN 11:45 AM
ANT-MAN 2:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 4:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:45 PM
ANT-MAN 9:45 PM
ANT-MAN 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.3
INSIDE OUT 11:30 AM
INSIDE OUT 1:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 6:15 PM
THE GIFT 8:30 PM
THE GIFT 10:45 PM
THE GIFT 1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.4
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:15 PM
MINIONS: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 6:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 8:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:15 PM

BAIRAQ-1
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-2
INSIDE OUT 12:15 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 7:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 9:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:00 PM
MINIONS 3:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 8:00 PM
ANT-MAN 10:30 PM
ANT-MAN 1:00 AM

PLAZA
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 3:30 PM
INSIDE OUT 6:00 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (06/08/2015 TO 12/08/2015)

Prayer timings

Wanted full-time live-in
female caretaker for mid-
dle-aged lady. Send e-mail
to jobcaretaker@gmail.com
or call 99729654. (C 5018)

12-8-2015
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Establishing healthy habits over the months ahead produces benefits that
can last a lifetime. Patterns you thought could never be broken seem easy
to change now that auspicious Jupiter is rocking your 6th House of Daily
Routine. There’s no reason to delay improving your lifestyle since you must
be at your optimum health to manage all the work ahead. Make the neces-
sary modifications and you’ll have the energy in reserve when you need it
down the road. Clean living does a body good. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Life is a blessing while prosperous Jupiter journeys through your 5th House of
Love and Creativity. If you stay on the practical side of the tracks, you could
actually have a lot of fun doing whatever is required of you now. But the fact of
the matter is the real objective is not material; it’s all about your attitude. It’s
time to let your inner child out to play without worrying about undue judgment
from others. People encourage you to express your true colors today. Happily,
you can let your imagination flow without fear of losing ground. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Normally, you’re a champion when it comes to holding two points of view
at the same time. However, you’re ready to choose the quiet solitude of
your inner world now over the noisy distractions of the outside world.
Jovial Jupiter’s yearlong visit to your 4th House of Domestic Conditions
strengthens family ties and encourages personal growth over career
advancement. It’s time to clear up unresolved domestic matters and settle
old emotional scores. Remember, home is where your heart is. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You’re going to need clever time management skills more than ever. Expansive
Jupiter is moving through your 3rd House of Immediate Environment, amplifying
your desire to be in the midst of the action. You’re entering a whole new phase
where communication becomes top priority in your relationship world. However,
you may be focusing too much on analyzing all the details in advance. This obses-
sive strategy is fine as long as you don’t let your head talk you out of your feelings.
Keep your heart in the game and everything will be alright. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your entrepreneurial skills can make you some serious money this year as
abundant Jupiter struts his stuff in your 2nd House of Personal Resources.
Jupiter magnified a variety of various facets of your life for the past year as it
traveled through your sign. The bad news is you might be feeling so confident
now that you take a risk and overreach your mark. The good news is that a
careful reassessment of your financial goals paves the way to future prosperity.  

Leo (July 23-August 22)

This is the end of one opportunity cycle and the exciting beginning of another.
In fact, it might really feel like “today is the first day of the rest of your life.” Just
remember that it could take many months for the current dynamics to reveal
their long-range trajectory. Don’t get discouraged because you can’t do every-
thing right away. Stay on your toes because new chances for personal growth
will pop up throughout the year and it’s your job to grab them. Happy days are
here again; you can’t go wrong now that lucky Jupiter is making hay in your sign.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

It’s as if you’re getting assistance from behind the scenes, whether there are
allies working on your behalf or angels riding to your rescue as they perform
their magic in other dimensions. Good fortune is yours now, but it’s no simple
task to determine the source of your luck. Bountiful Jupiter spends the next year
wandering through your 12th House of Spiritual Mystery, so don’t waste time
lost in analysis. Sometimes just acknowledging the truth is enough. Say a little
prayer of thanks and move on. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Your dreams are coming true right before your eyes, but you still have to show up and
play your part. You might be so idealistic now that you think you can change the world.
However, a lack of perspective is your undoing if you actually attempt to do the impos-
sible. Don’t underestimate the powerful influence of the people in your life as giant
Jupiter moves and shakes in your 11th House of Social Networking. Accept invitations
to mix and mingle when given the chance; there’s a distinct possibility you’ll learn
something of value, meet someone important and open up a few doors of your own.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Finding middle ground when it comes to your career this year is challenging all
on its own. Opportunistic Jupiter’s presence in your 10th House of Public Life can
bring greater success than you ever imagined. However, gaining professional
recognition comes with a cost; focusing on external goals doesn’t leave a lot of
room for spiritual and emotional growth. Don’t worry; there will be time for per-
sonal aspirations after you pursue your ambitions. For now, go big or go home. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Your current desire to expand your world view makes this a fantastic year to trav-
el to places you’ve never been. Fortunately, your mind is open to new experi-
ences now that philosophical Jupiter is gallivanting through your 9th House of
Adventure. There’s a lot to gain from social interactions with people from differ-
ent ethnic or religious backgrounds. Think globally; take any action that widens
your perspective, regardless of how large or small. Pick a destination and explore
to your heart’s content.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

One-on-one encounters are blessed this year as propitious Jupiter travels
through your 7th House of Partnerships. In fact, your life could blossom if you
have the good sense to nurture an intriguing idea someone brings to you now.
However, even the most amazing opportunities require you to focus on a very
specific goal. Success depends upon your ability to narrow your field of activity
and the sooner you eliminate extraneous activities, the quicker you will see posi-
tive results. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Paying attention to the subtle nuances of changing feelings can open doors to
new levels of intimacy in a significant relationship. But fortuitous Jupiter’s year-
long visit to your 8th House of Shared Resources is also a harbinger of financial
opportunities. Prosperity may arrive at your doorstep through someone else’s
generosity, but it’s up to you to graciously receive it. This is no time for modesty;
abundance is yours for the taking. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 989

ACROSS
1. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
4. Abbreviation of a word by omitting the

final sound or sounds.
11. Highly excited.
15. An informal term for a father.
16. God of wisdom or prophesy.
17. Amount of a charge or payment relative

to some basis.
18. Jordan's port.
20. British poet (born in the United States)

who won the Nobel prize for literature
(1888-1965).

21. The 16th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
22. The capital of Bahrain.
24. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short

wedge-shaped white tail.
26. (botany) Of or relating to the axil.
27. A state in New England.
29. A trivalent metallic element of the rare

earth group.
31. (Old Testament) The first of the major

Hebrew prophets (8th century BC).
35. Small genus of North American herbs

having mostly basal leaves and slender
racemes of delicate white flowers.

39. An organization of independent states to
promote international peace and securi-
ty.

40. Using speech rather than writing.
42. Hormone produced early in pregnancy

by the placenta.
43. (Greek mythology) Son of Daedalus.
46. A self-funded retirement plan that allows

you to contribute a limited yearly sum
toward your retirement.

47. A heavy brittle metallic element of the
platinum group.

50. British playwright (1911-1977).
52. Fabric dyed with splotches of green and

brown and black and tan.
54. A blow that renders the opponent

unconscious.
55. Moving or progressing very slowly or

laboriously especially by or as if by drag-
ging the body along close to the
ground.

56. Not enough.
59. A projecting ridge on a mountain or sub-

merged under water.
60. A state in the western United States.
61. Steady recurrent ticking sound as made

by a clock.
65. Capital of the state of Oregon in the

northwestern part of the state on the
Willamette River.

68. A particular geographical region of
indefinite boundary (usually serving
some special purpose or distinguished
by its people or culture or geography).

72. A short introductory essay preceding the
text of a book.

74. A health resort near a spring or at the
seaside.

75. Open-heart surgery in which the rib cage
is opened and a section of a blood ves-
sel is grafted from the aorta to the coro-
nary artery to bypass the blocked sec-
tion of the coronary artery and improve
the blood supply to the heart.

76. The sense organ for hearing and equilib-
rium.

77. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.

80. An informal debt instrument.
81. The compass point that is one point

south of due west.
82. A mountain peak in south central Sri

Lanka (7,360 feet high).
83. A nucleic acid consisting of large mole-

cules shaped like a double helix.

DOWN
1. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.
2. The basic unit of money in Bangladesh.
3. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan

River.
4. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of

the Old World.
5. An informal term for a father.
6. Used of a single unit or thing.
7. Grown for its thickened edible aromatic

root.
8. God of the underworld and judge of the

dead.
9. A unit of subjective loudness.
10. Take in solid food.
11. A member of a North American Plains

people (now living in Oklahoma and
Wyoming).

12. Ox of southeast Asia sometimes consid-
ered a domesticated breed of the gaur.

13. Of or relating to near the ear.
14. A self-replicating protein molecule that

occupies a fixed place on a chromosome.
19. (Norse mythology) God of light and

peace and noted for his beauty and
sweet nature.

23. Fleshy and usually brightly colored cover
of some seeds that develops from the
ovule stalk and partially or entirely
envelopes the seed.

25. Relating to or characteristic of or occur-
ring on the sea or ships.

28. Infinitely or immeasurably small.
30. A narrow zigzag ribbon used as trimming.
32. 100 aurar equal 1 krona.
33. Philippine tree similar to the breadfruit

tree bearing edible fruit.
34. A projection used for strength or for

attaching to another object.
36. A soft white precious univalent metallic

element having the highest electrical
and thermal conductivity of any metal.

37. The fatty flesh of eel.
38. (British) A recreational facility including a

swimming pool for water sports.
41. Incapable of or resistant to bending.
44. Electrical conduction through a gas in an

applied electric field.
45. An ancient upright stone slab bearing

markings.
48. An adrenal-cortex hormone (trade

names Hydrocortone or Cortef) that is
active in carbohydrate and protein
metabolism.

49. An endorsement.
51. A medicinal drug used to evoke vomiting

(especially in cases of drug overdose or
poisoning).

53. Large strong hand (as of a fighter).
57. Any of several plants of the genus

Camassia.
58. A reptile genus of Iguanidae.
62. Realistic Norwegian author who wrote

plays on social and political themes
(1828-1906).

63. United States film maker (1897-1991).
64. A track or mark left by something that

has passed.
66. An Arabic speaking person who lives in

Arabia or North Africa.
67. A signal transmitted along a narrow

path.
69. A sudden short attack.
70. Very dark black.
71. Largest known toad species.
73. An accountant certified by the state.
78. An intensely radioactive metallic ele-

ment that occurs in minute amounts in
uranium ores.

79. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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The 42-year-old actor - who announced he was to divorce his spouse after 10 years of
marriage in June - was seen wearing his wedding ring at the premiere of ‘Project
Greenlight’ in Los Angeles Monday and though he didn’t stop to speak on the red

carpet, his friend and co-producer Matt Damon insists his pal is doing well. Matt said: “He’s
great, he’s great. He’s got a big smile on his face.”  Ben - who has kids Violet, nine,
Seraphina, six, and three-year-old Samuel with Jennifer - turns 43 on August 15, but Matt
isn’t planning to do anything special for his friend’s birthday. He joked to People: “Yeah, I
wish him well, but he’s 43, it’s kind of like, meh. What is 43? It’s not 40, it’s not 45, it’s 43. It’s a
forgettable birthday.”  Ben and Jennifer, 43, pledged not to speak about their separation
when they first announced they were to divorce. They said in a statement at the time: “After
much thought and careful consideration, we have made the difficult decision to divorce. “We
go forward with love and friendship for one another and a commitment to co-parenting our chil-
dren whose privacy we ask to be respected during this difficult time. This will be our only comment
on this private, family matter. Thank you for understanding.”

The 43-year-old actress is to voice the
character of Mrs Berrera, a new
teacher at Springfield Elementary

School who Bart Simpson develops a crush
on, in the new season of the animated
show.  E! News has confirmed Sofia’s cast-
ing for the episode ‘Teenage Mutant Milk-
Caused Hurdles’ which will see Bart drink a
milk substitute that contains some irregular
hormones that trigger early puberty and
see the 10-year-old boy grow a moustache
and more adult feelings and once Mrs.
Berrera pays him some attention he falls in
love with her.  Mrs Berrera will also attract
attention from Principle Skinner - after he
learns she is also a fellow war veteran - and
the storyline will see the hapless head-
teacher and his nemesis Bart fight for her

affections. In the episode Skinner will once
again be voiced by Harry Shearer, who is
returning to the programme after leaving
earlier this year over a contract dispute.
Sofia is currently only due to appear in one
episode of the series about the dysfunc-
tional family but producers are reportedly
interested in making her a recurring char-
acter. The Colombian beauty shoots
‘Modern Family’ in the same studios where
‘The Simpsons’ is created so it would not be
logistically difficult for her to appear in
both shows. The next season of ‘ The
Simpsons’ will  premiere on Sunday,
September 27 on Fox.
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The singer - whose actual birthday isn’t until
September 9 - was thrown an unexpected
bash by his pregnant wife, Argentine

actress Luisana Lopilato, in Vancouver, Canada.
An insider told the New York Post newspaper:
“Michael was completely blown away.” Luisana,
28, invited the singer’s Canadian family as well as
their closest friends, who flew from LA for the
fancy party, which featured popcorn and cotton
candy. The ‘Everything’ singer later took to his
Instagram account to post a picture of the party
and to reveal his surprise. He captioned the
image: “Tonight my wife Luisana Lopilato and my
family surprised me with an amazing EARLY 40th
bday paataay !! #39 #family (sic).” Last month,
Michael and his wife announced they are expect-
ing their second child. The couple - whose son
Noah turns two later this month - revealed the
news in a sweet video posted on Michael’s
Facebook page. The clip features a soundtrack of
Britney Spears’ song ‘Oops I did it again’ and
shows Noah point to his mother’s stomach and
say “baby” after Michael asks him “who’s in
there?”

Grande  officially
dating Ricky

Alvarez
The 22-year-old singer has been rumored to be

romancing her back-up dancer ever since the infa-
mous ‘doughnut video’ at Wolfee Donuts in California

which saw the pair lick a selection of baked goods without
buying them before sharing a kiss as they played a game
of Truth or Dare.  Now Ariana’s friends have put an end to
the speculation and confirmed she and Ricky are an item. A
source told E! News: “They couldn’t be happier. She and
Ricky have gotten pretty close and they are officially a cou-
ple. They are keeping their relationship on the down low

though and trying to be as private as they can. The way the
two act around each other is very affectionate. You can tell

Ricky really cares about her.” Ariana’s new romance is her first
relationship since she split from rapper Big Sean in April. The

pair split due to work commitments keeping them apart. The
‘Problem’ hitmaker’s ‘doughnut video’ landed her in hot water as

she was overheard saying in the footage “what the hell is that? I hate
Americans. I hate America”, resulting in her patriotism being called

into question.  She later issued an apology which stated: “I am extremely
proud to be an American and I’ve always made it clear that I love my coun-

ty. What I said in a private moment with my friend, who was buying the
doughnuts, was taken out of context and I am sorry for not using more discretion

with my choice of words.”

Amy Schumer was
‘sure’ she was ‘going to die’

The ‘Trainwreck’ actress decided to take a trip on the watercraft
with her ‘The Hunger Games’ pal while on holiday in the
Hamptons, east of New York, and said she was terrified when

Jennifer took control as she was such a wild driver. She recalled: “I
drove first, so I was like, hang on! I
drive like a mom who rented a con-
vertible, you know, and I’m like,
‘Woo!’ and then she goes, ‘Oh, can I
drive before we go back?’ and I’m
like, ‘Sure’. She just ‘Hunger Games’
flew! She grew up doing it so she’s
doing doughnuts, using her own
wake. So I was screaming and I was
sure I was going to die. I was like,
well, at least I know how I’m going to
die, and it’ll say, ‘Jennifer Lawrence
and one other died today’ and that’s
fine.” The 34-year-old comedian
explained Jennifer only ended up
joining the trip by chance though, as
she was in New York while Amy was
on vacation  with her school pals,
who were star-struck when they met
her. Speaking on UK station BBC
Radio 1, she told Scott Mills: “I go
away with my girlfriends from high
school every summer so that they’ll
still like me, they make me spend a
lot of money on them. So we go

away and we went to the Hamptons. “Jennifer and I have become
friends and so she was like, ‘Hey I’m gonna be in New York tomorrow,’
and I was like, ‘Well why don’t you come here, we’re going on a boat!’
and she was like, ‘OK!’ So she came and my friends from high school
were freaking out, but they played it really cool except for my friend
Jess, Jess was like, ‘Jennifer, I think I should be allowed to go to ‘The
Hunger Games’ premiere.’  “It was so humiliating.”

The 75-year-old actor, who announced in June that he’d been diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer, has revealed his treatment is “going
terrifically well” and he’s “optimistic” of making a full recovery. The

‘V for Vendetta’ star said: “I can’t say I worry about mortality, but it’s
impossible to get to my age and not have a little contemplation of it.
“We’re all just passing time, and occupy our chair very briefly. But my
treatment is going terrifically well, so I’m optimistic.” Meanwhile, John
also revealed his pride at having been knighted by Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth last month, admitting he’s relishing his new-found status. He
told Radio Times: “I did nothing to encourage it. Some people do, you
know. “I like being Sir John - it works, doesn’t it? Or John. The only thing
that sticks in my craw is when people say, ‘Mr Hurt’. I tell them it’s no
longer correct.” Despite his cancer diagnosis, John has pledged to con-
tinue working and has always been upbeat about the outcome of his
treatment. In a statement revealing his diagnosis, John said: “I have
recently been diagnosed with early stage pancreatic cancer. I am under-
going treatment and am more than optimistic about a satisfactory out-
come, as indeed is the medical team. “I am continuing to focus on my
professional commitments and will shortly be recording ‘Jeffrey Bernard
Is Unwell’ (one of life’s small ironies!) for BBC Radio 4.”
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Ben Affleck doing ‘great’ 
following his divorce

Buble’s wife 
organizes surprise 

40th birthday for him

The 22-year-old model went to a Metallica concert a few years
ago and on to a party afterwards with drummer Lars where
they met divas Mariah and the late Whitney and Cara

revealed she wound up downing drinks with them all. Speaking to
KISS FM, she said: “So there was one night, it was a couple of years
ago where I spent the night at a Metallica concert at a gig. I was
standing behind Lars Ulrich and as a drummer it was the most incred-
ible thing. He gave me his drumsticks and I’m thinking should I lick
them or is that a bit rude? Thinking - will this give me more drumming
talent? “And then after that we went to this incredible house some-
where in the middle of the country and met Whitney Houston and
Mariah Carey.  We all did tequila shots. I was standing there going wow
this is incredible and inspirational.” Model-turned-actress Cara is current-
ly putting all her energy into acting, and while it was believed she had
put plans for a music career on the back burner, Cara says she will always
have music in her life. She said: “Music is something that helps me
escape and relieve some sort of energy that I have, probably kind of pent
up somewhere.  I’ll always do music, music is my life.” Cara also revealed
her tips for a successful audition, explaining: “I always go in and take my
shoes off and dance around like a lunatic and I really embarrass myself,
so then it can only get better, hopefully, during the audition.”
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Apair of Taipei postboxes bat-
tered by the deadly Typhoon
Soudelor over the weekend

have become an unlikely attraction,
drawing thousands of visitors and
even serving as the backdrop to a
wedding photo shoot. The two iron
mailboxes, one green and the other
red, were bent out of shape by a bill-
board ripped from a nearby building
by strong winds, and now stand as if
leaning to the right.  

“The mailboxes drew thousands of
visitors the past three days,” said Tu Li-
teng, an official from Chunghwa Post

Co, which owns the boxes. “On
Sunday alone, we estimated that
around 4,000 people came. We’ve had
to send three people over every day
to help maintain order and traffic.” 

A 20-year-old woman, who identi-
fied herself as Mimi, said while waiting
in a long line for photos on Tuesday:
“The two boxes are really cute. We saw
them on Internet, so we decided to
have some photos with them.” A bride
and groom were also waiting their
turn to pose with the postboxes.

“I’ve never seen such thing during
a career of more than 30 years,” a post-

man, who was helping to manage the
queue, told AFP. “This could be the
only happy event I could think of from
the typhoon,” he said.Typhoon
Soudelor-which hit in the early hours
of Saturday and was billed as this
year’s most powerful storm-uprooted
trees, brought down electricity poles
and knocked out power to a record
4.3 million households, leaving eight
dead and four missing. —AFP

Postboxes battered 
by typhoon become 

visitor attraction

A woman poses next to two mailboxes along a street in Taipei yesterday that were reportedly bent by
strong winds by Typhoon Soudelor over the weekend.  —AFP 

This 500-year-old city smells of fresh paint and var-
nish. Residents stroll along a recently completed
harbor promenade under gleaming new street-

lights, enjoying sea breezes while relaxing on newly
installed metal benches. Missing are the tourists. As for-
eign visitors flood Havana and a select group of other
colonial cities and beach resorts, Cuba’s second-largest
city is suffering a tourist drought.

Santiago saw less than a tenth of the tourist traffic in
Havana last year and less than a 20th of the visitors to
the beach resort of Varadero even amid large-scale gov-
ernment investment in renovating the city for its 500th
anniversary this summer. Other Cuban cities are seeing
similarly stagnant visitor numbers despite the dramatic
surge in overall tourism set off by the announcement of
detente between the US and Cuba.

That’s raising concerns that a rising tide of tourist dol-
lars will leave some areas of Cuba booming and others
struggling against a backdrop of broader economic
stagnation. “They’re promoting Havana and the center of
the country but they’ve forgotten about Santiago,” said
Gladys Domenech, who rents tourists a room in her
home in the historic center that features a terrace with a
sweeping view of the Caribbean.

Carts, crows and cyclists 
The city sits about 500 miles east of Havana on high-

ways that narrow outside the capital to horrifically rutted
roads clogged with horse carts, bicyclists and stray cows.
The journey by road can last 15 hours, and far longer in
Cuba’s notoriously unreliable and uncomfortable inter-
city buses. Train and domestic plane tickets are virtually
impossible to obtain without waiting hours in lines that
may or may not end in satisfaction. There are only three
flights a week from the US.

Cruise ships provide a promising new potential source
of visitors, although dockings here remain relatively rare.
“It’s tough for those who go to Havana and want to come
here,” said Virgen Maria Jerez, owner of an elegant private
restaurant near Domenech’s home in central Santiago.
“Transport is vital and we’re disconnected.”

Those who do reach Santiago find a city rich with his-
tory but hampered by what visitors and residents alike
call substandard accommodations, few high-quality
restaurants and a lack of fun things to do at night. Cuban
officials say Santiago has roughly 1,500 of Cuba’s 60,000
hotel rooms, far fewer than it needs. Santiago’s promot-
ers lament that tourists are missing out on the city’s rich
Afro-Cuban culture, its meandering streets, colonial
architecture and its prized role as the home of Cuban
musical genres such as trova and son.

‘It’s a treasure’ 
What’s more, it has a unique underwater park filled

with seven ships sunk during the Spanish-American War,
accessible by small boat or a scuba dive. “It’s a treasure
that we have to show off,” said Vicente Gonzalez, head of
Santiago’s Center for Cultural and Natural Underwater
Heritage.

Along with the new oceanfront malecon and the
restoration of homes in the city’s historic center, the
Cuban government has built a new theater and an arti-
sanal brewpub as part of a broader reconstruction and
improvement effort that began after Hurricane Sandy
devastated the city in 2012. Another potential draw, par-
ticularly for American tourists, is the memorial to
Theodore Roosevelt’s Rough Riders, who fought on the
city’s San Juan Hill in one of the most famous battles of
the Spanish-American War that freed Cuba from Spanish
rule. But virtually every tourist establishment in the city
closes at 10 pm, leaving the streets dark and silent.

Last year, Santiago had 297,918 visitor-days, an
industry measure of the number of tourists who arrived
in the city multiplied by the number of days each stayed.
That was a 6 percent rise over 2013, but the overall num-
ber remains tiny compared to flow of tourists in Havana,
which had nearly 3 million visitor days, or Varadero with
7.8 million, according to Jose Luis Perello, a professor of
tourism at the University of Havana.

Some advocates of US travel to Cuba says they are
optimistic about Santiago’s future, particularly since
American tourists remain barred from pure tourism and
must participate mostly in cultural or educational activi-
ties well-suited to historic sites like Santiago.

“The city and the region have much to offer. It’s just a
question of time before tourism in Santiago starts grow-
ing,” said Tom Popper, head of Insight Cuba, one of the
largest operators of US tours to Cuba. “US tourists can go
to any part of the Caribbean for the beaches, but what
they want to see is the Cuba that they haven’t been able
to see for generations.”  —AP

A reveler plays the trumpet at the start of a carnival parade. —AP Photos

Images of Cuban revolutionary heroes, Ernesto “Che” Guevara, (left) Fidel Castro,
and President Raul Castro hang on a wall at a pizzeria.

Isabel Almenares, 78, parades in costume
during carnival celebrations. 

No Longer Empty is a nonprofit arts group that
seeks out empty and underutilized spaces for
art installations throughout New York City.

But it does more than transform empty storefronts
into temporary exhibition space. All its projects relate
to the building’s history and its neighborhood.

The group’s holistic approach also involves com-
munity participation and discussion months before it
comes up with a theme for its site-specific exhibitions.
In most cases, NLE researches and finds the space, but
sometimes it’s invited to produce an installation for a
group, like the current “Bring in the Reality” show with
pieces from its earlier exhibitions for the Nathan
Cummings Foundation that reflects the foundation’s
focus on social and economic justice. Last summer, it
presented an exhibition about housing and commu-
nity at Broadway Housing Communities’ new - but not
yet finished - David Adjaye-designed affordable hous-
ing complex in Harlem’s Sugar Hill.

The nonprofit got its start in 2009 with an exhibi-
tion that responded to the city’s financial crisis.
“Lehman Brothers and everything was collapsing, so
there were massive empty spaces around the city,”
said its founder and chief curator Manon Slome. She
was offered a free site at a former fish-and-tackle
store adjacent to the Chelsea Hotel that had rem-
nants of marine-like imagery. Artists responded by
linking the maritime theme to the notion of the
drowning economy.

‘Neighborhood in transition’ 
Slome was then offered a free space in an upmar-

ket condominium in the evolving Meatpacking
District. Because it lacked a history like the fish-and-
tackle store, “we looked at what it meant to be in a
neighborhood in transition” with an exhibition titled
“Reflecting Transformation.” “So this notion of site-
specificity was built in right at the beginning,” she
said. “Responding to a site became the center of the
way we were curating the exhibition and eventually
the programming” - like a 2012-2013 multimedia
installation that explored the value of currency, com-
modity and debt at the art deco Clock Tower in Long
Island City, Queens, a former bank building vacant
for 25 years and declared a landmark this year.

This summer it occupied three floors of the Old
Bronx Borough Courthouse that’s been abandoned
for 37 years. Twenty-three artists created works that
responded to the history of the Beaux Arts building
and its role in the neighborhood. Artist Teresa Diehl
said the site became “like a community center.” NLE

makes “art accessible to the community and they
engage the artists at every level,” said the Miami-
based artist who is readying another work for NLE
that will open at the South Street Seaport this month.

The organization has two staff curators. Guest
curators are invited as needed for exhibitions, all of
which are free and feature local, international,
emerging and established artists. Each installation
begins with extensive research. Programming in col-
laboration with community organizations extends
the reach of the exhibitions. For its Old Bronx
Borough Courthouse show, NLE asked the district
attorney’s office to re-enact a trial with the audience
as the jury.

To further bolster the narrative of the neigh-
borhood for visitors, cultural maps of other offer-
ings in the area are printed. “It was a great way for
me to create an artistic project that relates to the
community. ... Art should be for the community, to
think about life, to think about change, to engage
with their own realities,” said Kameelah Janon

Rasheed, one of 22 artists in the Sugar Hill exhibi-
tion, whose project of personal and found objects
re-imagined where she lived until her family
became homeless when she was 12.

Ellen Baxter, founder of Broadway Housing
Communities, said NLE “is remarkably serious about
respecting the participation of local leaders.” “They
helped curate the gathering of other cultural organi-
zations. ... On the opening and closing nights there
was a line that went down the block.” —AP

Nonprofit fills empty spaces in NYC with art exhibitions

This Dec 2012 photo provided by No Longer Empty, a nonprofit arts group that
installs exhibitions in empty and underutilized spaces, shows an exhibition, “How
Much Do I Owe You?” in the art deco Clock Tower in Long Island City, Queens, a former
bank building vacant for 25 years and declared a landmark this year in New York. —AP

Two snake-headed mannequins dressed
as businessmen shaking hands in a
piece called “Sealing the Deal” by
Guerra de la Paz.

A tower of gold-painted inner tubes adorned
with airport tags and portraits of Lady
Liberty and titled “Cathedral/Catedral” by
Scherezade Garcia-Vazquez.

An exhibit installed by No Longer Empty
(NLE) in New York, showing bronze
sculptures of women on the wall titled
“Ernestine and Three Friends” by John
Ahearn, which recently hung in a
women’s shelter.
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Recently married, Namrata Raut returned
to her family home in rural western India
to paint hundreds of Ganesha idols

ahead of a major Hindu festival celebrating the
elephant-headed deity. Pen, in Maharashtra
state, is renowned for its exquisitely designed
and beautifully colored statues of the auspi-
cious god, which are sold around the world
providing the lifeblood of this small communi-
ty. 

“There are about 350 workshops in the
town and they all require many artists,” Raut
tells AFP, putting the finishing touches on
another brightly painted carving of Hinduism’s
most recognizable god. “I got married a month
ago and live in Mumbai now but I’ve returned
to help out. The industry is key to people’s
livelihoods here. It fills the stomachs of fami-
lies,” the 28-year-old adds. Ganesh Chaturthi is
a hugely popular 11-day religious celebration
that honors Ganesha, the son of Lord Shiva
and the goddess Parvati. The festival is cele-
brated annually across India and is marked by
Hindus in every corner of the globe.

In the weeks leading up to Ganesh
Chaturthi around 250,000 idols are made in
workshops lining the streets of Pen, a town of
30,000 people around 75 kilometers outside

Mumbai. The idols depict the one-tusked, four-
armed Ganesha sitting holding a sweet delica-
cy. While some artisans operate all year round,
the majority, like Raut, work part-time for the
cottage industry, in seasonal employment that
dominates the rural economy of India.  Her
father’s workshop sells about 2,500 idols every
season. The statues are made from clay or plas-
ter and dipped in a white coating before being
painted exactly to the customer’s specifica-
tions.

Eco-friendly Ganeshas 
Sagar Pawar, the owner of one of Pen’s

largest Ganesha idol-making factories, says his
workshop churns out 25,000 statues every
year, some of which are sent abroad. “Just in
this year we have sold our Ganesha idols in
London and in America also,” Pawar tells AFP
proudly. In another workshop just around the
corner, Dipak Samel points to a glass cabinet
containing an elaborately-painted sculpture of
the elephant god, unusually with a feather
attached. “This one is going to Bangkok,” he
says. “My store has been in operation for 60
years. We make idols ranging in size from six
inches to twelve feet, costing between 50 and
30,000 rupees,” Samel explains.

This year’s Ganesh Chaturthi runs from
September 17 to 27 and culminates with the
idols being ritually immersed in water.
Mumbai, India’s commercial capital, tradition-
ally hosts some of the largest gatherings with
tens of thousands dipping idols in the Arabian
Sea at beaches along the city’s coast.

In recent years there has been a drive by
activists to raise awareness of the environmen-
tal damage that the immersion causes. The
workshops in Pen are taking note, increasingly
making eco-friendly idols out of natural clay
that dissolve in water rather than less
biodegradable plaster.

They are also turning to non-toxic watercol-
ors and natural products such as turmeric and
multani mitti, a light clay popularly used in
skin care, rather than chemical paints to color
the statues. “Customers want eco-friendly idols
now,” says Pawar. — AFP 

An Indian artist gives the finishing touches to idols of the elephant-headed
Hindu God of prosperity, Lord Ganesha at a workshop in Pen village, in Raigad
district of the western state of Maharashtra. — AFP photos

Indian artists paint plaster idols of the elephant-headed Hindu God of prosper-
ity.

Workers carry a plaster idol of
the elephant-headed Hindu

God for delivery from a work-
shop in Pen village.

Namrata Raut,28, gives the finishing touches to a plaster idol.

Idols adorn Indian town before Hindu festival

Leslie Fram started seeing the problems that
women were facing in country music when
she came to Nashville four years ago to lead

CMT’s music strategy division. A former rock radio
programmer, she immersed herself in the song-
writer community and was blown away when she
heard Brandy Clark performing at the tiny
Bluebird Cafe. Grammy-nominated Clark, an artist
who has penned hits for Miranda Lambert and
Kacey Musgraves, was not being played on coun-
try radio.

“That was an eye opener for me,” Fram said.
“There were artists that were too country for coun-
try radio.” Frustrated by a decline in the number of
female artists and tired of the party song cycle on
radio, women are trying to take back the micro-
phone and pushing for quality - and equality - in
country music.

While country music radio has historically been
male-dominated, the issue about the lack of
women getting air time picked up steam this
spring when radio consultant Keith Hill said coun-
try stations that want better ratings should play
fewer female artists.

Hill also referred to women as the “tomatoes”
of country radio’s salad, with male artists like Luke
Bryan and Blake Shelton being the leafy greens.
That analogy solidified fears that female artists
were getting systematically shut out of commer-
cial radio. The industry publication, Country
Aircheck, reported that the percentage of female-
voiced singles, which includes bands and solo
artists, in the annual top 100 country songs fell
from a high of 38 percent in 1998 to just 18 per-
cent in 2014.

Women-led songs 
Onlythree songs with female voices are in this

week’s Top 25 of Billboard’s Hot country songs
chart, with Little Big Town’s “Girl Crush,” Cam’s
“Burning House” and Maddie & Tae’s “Fly.” And “Girl
Crush” and Carrie Underwood’s “Something In the
Water” are the only women-led songs to hit No 1
this year. “My worry is, is there a place for some-
thing like ‘The House That Built Me’?” FrAm said of
Lambert’s Grammy-winning hit song. “Would that
see the light of day now?” 

Luke Bryan, the reigning entertainer of the
year at the CMA and ACM Awards, said that the
country music community needs to take a deeper
look at why there’s a lack on women on the radio.

“The music industry can get real, real busy and
fast-paced and you look up, and you realize, ‘Man,
there isn’t a female artist per se in the Top 10 or
even in the Top 20 right now, and there was only
one or two that broke in the mix,’” he said. “I think
it’s about the ACMs and CMAs even forming some
maybe committees to talk about it and see what’s
going on in the radio community - it’s a whole
industry situation to sit down and determine what

can be done better to promote women in the for-
mat.” Those conversations are starting to happen.

CMT’s Fram, along with Rounder Records vice
president Tracy Gershon and music columnist
Beverly Keel, created a collective of women in the
music industry called Change The Conversation
that works to mentor and educate each other.
“Change The Conversation is not that you need to
play every female artist that is out there ... for us,

it’s about the best song wins,” Fram said.
Last month Lambert held a charity show that

featured her singing with the genre’s best song-
writers, male and female, to raise funds for a new
scholarship for women musicians and artists. But
for female artists who are still waiting for their
opportunity, the only thing they can do is focus on
the music.

Rising duo Maddie & Tae came out swinging
when they skewered male country artists’ portray-
al of women on “Girl In A Country Song,” which hit
gold status and peaked at No 3 on the country
charts. Now on tour with Dierks Bentley, the pair

said they’ve had to prove to the fans that they
belong on that stage with the men. “We are new
to the scene and we are females, but I feel like we
can live up to the expectations,” said 19-year-old
Tae Dye. “We can hang with the guys.” — AP 

“The Gift of Failure: How the Best
Parents Learn to Let Go So Their
Children Can Succeed” (Harper), by

Jessica LaheyA new book written by a school-
teacher has a simple yet compelling message for
parents: Back off.

In “The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents
Learn to Let Go So Their Children Can Succeed,”
author Jessica Lahey pushes back against heli-
copter parenting, which she acknowledges hav-
ing fallen victim to when raising her own chil-
dren. “(T)oday’s parents simply are not allowing
their child to muck about in the unpleasant,
messy experience of failure long enough to
come to terms with the shortcoming of plan A
and formulate plans B, C, D and E.” It’s the kids
who have failed and regrouped, Lahey writes,
“who will create true innovation and change the
world” because they think creatively, aren’t afraid
to try new strategies and show resolve when
they hit bumps in the road.

This approach emphasizes the long view of
parenting, which is to raise children who are
equipped to make their own way in the world.
The stakes in childhood are relatively low, so
Lahey argues that it behooves parents to let
their children take the reins and not short-circuit
their learning.

Lahey cites decades of research on the per-

haps unintuitive way parents can encourage
academic success in their children: “If parents
back off the pressure and anxiety over grades
and achievement, and focus on the bigger pic-
ture - a love of learning and independent inquiry
- grades will improve and test scores will go up.”

On the topic of homework, Lahey favors a
complete hands-off approach, even when your
child seems to have hit a stumbling block. “Not
all answers come immediately. Give children
time and silence to think,” Lahey writes. “Not only
will it teach them to value quiet; it also shows
them that you value the process of coming up
with the answer as much as the answer itself.”

Experience failure 
Beyond academics, Lahey advocates the

return of children as useful, contributing mem-
bers of the family and, again, allowing them to
experience failure. “When the child who loaded
those food-laden plates into the dishwasher
unloads the dishwasher, she will discover that
crust food on the plate,” Lahey writes, “and you
will have the opportunity then to explain how to
prevent that mistake in the future.”

This tongue-holding parenting extends to
the playground and playdates, too. Children
learn how to interact with others through free
play with other children, Lahey writes. “Adults
should give kids  the space and freedom to learn
this language and work out the tough social
moments for themselves because those fights,
tussles, silent treatments, and breakups are,
despite the tears and heartbreak they cause,
invaluable opportunities for growth.”

Furthermore, Lahey advocates withholding
judgment on your child’s social choices, even
when it comes to a friend you perceive as a bad
influence. “Making, keeping, and deciding when
and how to part with friends is part of your
child’s education.”

The book, expounding on the themes of a
viral article Lahey wrote in the Atlantic, is heavily
researched and rich with references to other
excellent books like “Mindset” by Carol Dweck
and “The Power of Habit” by Charles Duhigg. The
last third of the book meanders from the issue of
failure but is still useful, with sections dedicated
to executive function skills and advice on devel-
oping a positive relationship with your child’s
teacher.—AP

New book urges 
parents to let kids fail

Diamonds have always been referred to as ‘Girls best
friend’ and there is no contesting this claim. A
change to the above statement however seems to

be the increasing preference for solitaire diamonds rather
than just diamonds. Solitaire is used to describe a single
diamond or gemstone set into piece of jeweler. People pre-
fer to buy solitaire diamond rings for their engagement or
wedding. A single diamond in which the size varies from
0.3 to 1 carat is normally used and the fast moving.
Solitaire rings are very popular because of its elegance.
Over the last 6 to 12 months, there has been a substantial
increase in the preference for solitaire diamonds among
customers. 

In addition to the demand for solitaire diamonds for
engagement and wedding rings, there has been an
increase in solitaires for gifting to celebrate anniversaries
and special occasions. ‘It is interesting to see the new trend

of using solitaire diamonds to celebrate 5th or 10th wed-
ding anniversaries and special occasions emerge strongly
in the recent past among customers especially the age
group of 25 - 40. As a preferred jewelry retailer for dia-
monds, we have developed new jewelry collection focus-
ing on solitaires as well as showcase a wide collection of
loose solitaires in various sizes, color and quality.’ said Mr.
Shamlal Ahmed, Managing Director - International
Operations at Malabar Gold & Diamonds.

Recently a customer had made a purchase of 2 solitaire
diamonds worth over AED 1.4 million. We met with the
customer to understand his outlook in buying such expen-
sive solitaire diamonds. Mr JS Chandhok, who is the
Director of Goldline Group which has business operations
in over 15 countries, had purchased the solitaire diamonds
for his daughter as a gift. ‘I always give the best to my
daughter and it’s the same reason why I decided to buy the

solitaire diamonds from Malabar Gold & Diamonds. It is a
priceless gift and an asset for the family.’ said Mr JS
Chandhok.

The confidence of customers in diamonds especially
solitaire diamonds are increasing day by day and this is a
promising trend. The preference seems to be due to the
eye catching inherent beauty of solitaires and the fact that
solitaires do appreciate its value in the long term. ‘While
buying a solitaire diamond, the customer should exercise
great attention and ensure that they buy only from reput-
ed jewelry retailers. One should also demand certificates
for the diamonds from leading certification agencies like
IGI or GIA’ said Mr. KP Abdul Salam, Group Executive
Director - Malabar Gold & Diamonds.

Women push for equality, 
quality in country music

Tae Dye, (left) and Maddie Marlow, of the musical group Maddie & Tae, perform at the
CMT Music Awards in Nashville. — AP 

Solitaire Diamonds - The latest trend in gifting
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Stephen Colbert is positively itching to get on the air. So
much so that he’s saying a prayer every night that Donald
Trump stays in the Republican presidential race just long

enough to allow him to get off a few jokes when he takes the
reins of CBS’ “The Late Show” on Sept 8.

In his appearance Monday at the Television Critics Assn.
press tour, Colbert quipped that he’s been reduced to “dry-
Trumping” because he doesn’t have a TV outlet for another few
weeks. On the spot, he was challenged by the roomful of
reporters at the Beverly Hilton to serve up his best lines.

“Every little boy grows up believing they could be president
of the United States. I’m so happy that little boy is Donald
Trump. Please stay healthy until I get on the air,” he said, in the
quietly sincere voice that viewers of “The Colbert Report” came
to love. “Every night before I go to bed I light a candle and pray
that he stays in the race, and I also pray that no one puts that
candle anywhere near his hair.”

Colbert thoroughly charmed the TCA crowd as he answered
question after question about the process of dropping the
mask of the buffoonish conservative commentator character
that he played for nearly 10 years on Comedy Central’s “Colbert
Report.” When the session was over, he sat down on the edge
of the stage while a hive of reporters surrounded him for the
post-session scrum that ran about 10 minutes-until a CBS pub-
licist came from behind and gently pulled him off the stage.

Colbert emphasized that one of the things he’s most excit-
ed about is to be able to do interviews in his own voice and
persona. Interviews of intriguing people became his favorite
part of “Colbert Report,” although he had grown tired of having
to process his questions through the filter of the character. By
the end of the series run last year, Colbert barely bothered to
do so.

A mix of new and old 
“On the old show I wore the character as lightly as a cap. I

could dial it up and down as need be,” he said. “I’m looking for-
ward to being sincerely interested in what they have to say
without having to translate it through an idiot’s mouth.”
Colbert didn’t give up too much about his specific plans for the
format of his show. He said he wanted to do some traditional
latenight TV elements “in new ways.” And he announced that
Kendrick Lamar will be his first musical guest on the show.
Colbert said that it was only appropriate to welcome the rap-
per since Lamar was his last musical guest on “The Colbert
Report.”

He did offer insight into the remodeling of the Ed Sullivan

Theater, which has been restored to highlight the venue’s origi-
nal 1920s architecture. He said it looks more like a traditional
Broadway theater now rather than a TV studio because pro-
duction technology has improved so much that sound and
lighting equipment doesn’t need to be as prominent. Colbert
said he spent a day in the office with David Letterman about
10 days before Letterman signed off the show in May. Colbert
asked Letterman a barrage of questions about doing the show.
The two put away a few bottles of water during the process
(“the hard stuff,” he joked).

At one point, “I asked him do you mind me asking you these
questions ? He said ‘No. Nobody ever asked me these ques-
tions before.’ It was a very gracious way for him to say that only
the person sitting in that chair would care about the answers.”
At Letterman’s suggestion, Colbert has moved the desk on the
set to the other side of the stage, he added. Colbert also said
Letterman made a point of showing him how to operate the
brass-handled freight elevator that Letterman used to go from

his office to the “Late Show” stage floor. The symbolism was
not lost on Colbert. He said ‘there it is. Now it’s waiting for you.’
“

Daily show alumni 
Colbert was part of another send off last week, Jon

Stewart’s final installment of “The Daily Show,” the show that
launched Colbert’s career in a big way. “Daily Show” producers
asked Colbert to deliver an on-air thank you to Stewart-some-
thing he knew would make Stewart squirm. “I told producers
he’s going flop around like a fish on the dock,” he said. “I felt like
a rodeo clown trying to keep him on the stage.”

Afterwards, when the “Daily Show” alumni correspondents
gathered around him in a big bear hug, Colbert revealed: “We
were all chanting ‘Made him cry,’” he said. “It might be my
favorite thing I did on the show.” During the TCA Q& A, Colbert
made a point of stopping to send several tweets, including one
mocking a reporter for being a little too aggressive in trying to

ask a question. Colbert said he choose George Clooney for his
first guest “because he’s a brilliant actor and a great director
and he cares about the world.” John Batiste was selected as his
musical director because of his deep roots in New Orleans jazz
and his charisma. “I can’t wait to play off his energy on stage.”
His criteria for guests will be “somebody with something to
say.” He enjoyed his forays into Washington and with politicians
during the “Colbert Report” run but is happy to be able to drop
the artifice because it was tiring. He’s done some field report-
ing already and “I’m not tired at the end. That’s really hearten-
ing.”He shot down the notion that he’s entering a latenight
“war” with his timeslot competitors. “Competition’s not that fun
to me. We have fun with each other all day long” while produc-
ing the show. “I hope everybody does the same and has fantas-
tic ratings. I don’t really care.” — Reuters 

Stephen Colbert on Trump, character and Letterman’s advice

Stephen Colbert par-
ticipates in “The Late
Show with Stephen
Colbert” segment of
the CBS Summer TCA
Tour at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel. 
—AP photos

Drake on Monday became the first artist
to release an album this year that has
sold more than one million copies in

the United States, ending the latest industry
drought. The Canadian rapper’s “If You’re
Reading This It’s Too Late,” which he put out
digitally without prior warning in February,
has sold 1.007 million copies as of the week
ending Friday, tracking service Nielsen Music
said.

Only one other album has sold more than
one million copies in the United States this
year-pop superstar Taylor Swift ’s “1989,”
although it came out in 2014. The music
industry has been beset in recent years by
falling album sales, with a growing number of
fans preferring to listen only to singles or not
to buy music at all.

Swift’s blockbuster “1989” was the only
album released in 2014 to sell more than one
million copies that year, ending earlier indus-
try fears that it would be the first platinum-

free year on record.  In a sign of the growing
dominance of digital music, Drake-a close col-
laborator of Apple-released “If You’re Reading
This It ’s Too Late” on iTunes two months
before physical copies hit stores.

Brick-and-mortar retailers have for years
resented artists who put out their music first
digitally. Drake said he considered “If You’re
Reading This It’s Too Late” a mixtape rather
than a full album and has hinted that a new
release will come soon. Drake has headlined
major festivals this year, including Coachella,
but has also been hit by controversy.

Rapper Meek Mill last month accused
Drake of not writing his own lyrics, leading
Drake to hit back with two diss tracks. Last
week two people were shot dead and three
others injured at an after-party in Toronto for
Drake’s annual OVO Fest. — AFP 

Leonardo DiCaprio will star in the long-in-development
“The Devil in the White City” with Martin Scorsese direct-
ing for Paramount, sources confirm. The project, which

has been in the works for more than a decade, reunites
DiCaprio with Scorsese two years after “The Wolf of Wall
Street.”

Paramount won an auction to buy the movie rights to Erik
Larson’s book “The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic and
Madness at the Fair That Changed America.” The studio has
previously owned the rights twice. Billy Ray, whose credits
include “Captain Phillips” and “The Hunger Games,” will write
the script.  Producers are DiCaprio and his Appian Way partner
Jennifer Davisson along with Stacey Sher, Scorsese and Rick
Yorn. DiCaprio first joined the project in 2010.

DiCaprio will play HH Holmes, who murdered between 27
and 200 people, mostly single young women. Set against the
backdrop of the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, “The Devil in the
White City” tells the intertwining stories of fair architect Daniel
H. Burnham and Holmes, who used a hotel he built near the
fairgrounds to lure his victims.

“The Devil in the White City” was first put in development
in Hollywood by Tom Cruise and Paula Wagner through their
Cruise/Wagner banner via the shingle’s deal with Par, but the
option lapsed in 2004. Paramount reacquired the film rights in
2007 and set it up with producers Michael Shamberg and
Stacey Sher, whose shingle Double Feature Films had a first-
look deal with the studio at that point. Besides “The Wolf of
Wall Street,” DiCaprio and Scorsese have made “Gangs of New
York,” “The Aviator,”  “The Departed” and “Shutter Island”
together. DiCaprio is repped by LBI, which also reps Scorsese.
WME also reps Scorsese CAA and attorney Peter Nichols rep
Ray. — Reuters 

DiCaprio, Scorsese reunite
for ‘Devil in the White City’

China has ordered 120 songs to be
pulled from the Internet, including
tracks titled “Don’t Want to Go to

School” and “All Must Die” because they pro-
moted sex, violence or “incited law-break-
ing”, authorities said.

No individual or organization is allowed
to provide the songs, which “trumpeted
obscenity, violence, crime or harmed social
morality”, the Ministry of Culture said in a
statement on Monday. Most of the blacklist-
ed tunes were by unknown singers or
bands but had striking titles, including “No
Money No Friend” and “Suicide Diary”, a list
attached to the statement showed.

The list provided “specific targets for
Internet organizations’ self-censorship”, the
ministry said, adding companies should
“remove the products accurately, be aware

of the bottom line and improve their serv-
ice”. Anyone who does not comply “will be
punished severely according to the law”, it
said.

China’s Communist Party oversees a vast
censorship system-dubbed the Great
Firewall-that aggressively blocks sites or
snuffs out content and commentary that is
pornographic, violent or deemed politically
sensitive.  Popular social networking sites
such as Facebook and Twitter are inaccessi-
ble in the country, as is YouTube.  Several
Western news organizations have accused
Beijing of blocking access to their websites
in the past, including the New York Times,
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg. — AFP 

Drake scores year’s
first platinum album

China bans 120 ‘harmful’ songs 

This March 25, 2015 file photo shows Canadian rapper Aubrey Graham, aka
“Drake”, as he arrives for the premiere of the movie “Get Hard” at the TCL
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood. — AFP 

First presented during BaselWorld this
year, the Rado DiaMaster Grande
Seconde is a timepiece that shows

that every second counts. Displaying two
sub-dials, one for hours and minutes, the
other for seconds, it is a beautiful reminder
that time is of the essence. Joining the
already much-loved models presented ear-
lier this year is a striking new model in grey
and blue tones. A dark grey leather strap
enhances the metallic brilliance of plasma
high-tech ceramic while blued steel hands
give the piece a new edge. With an overall
modern look, created using avant-garde
plasma and monobloc case technologies,
this timepiece nevertheless has an undeni-
ably vintage feel. 

With a cool grey or warm brown leather
strap, these two key models of the collec-
tion will get your pulse racing. Featuring
warm, metallic-colored plasma high-tech
ceramic, the monobloc case of these
DiaMaster models is the frame for an entic-
ing display. A white or grey dial presents
two overlapping sub-dials with silver-col-
ored indexes, which are positioned off-
centre for effortless legibility and mesmer-
izing style, the enabling mechanism, based
on a 2892 movement, was developed
especially for this timepiece. With its edgy
yet retro design the Rado DiaMaster
Grande Seconde is perfectly paired with a
business suit or casual weekend wear. The
unconventional dial makes this timepiece,

as well as the man wearing it, stand out. A
watch to be worn with confidence, this is
the ideal model for the man who dares to
be different.

Modern Alchemy
Mesmerising plasma high-tech ceramic

is a ground-breaking development in the
field of materials in the watch industry. A
material created without the use of any
metal and first used by Rado, plasma high-
tech ceramic offers the best of both worlds,
the unparalleled benefits of high-tech
ceramic and the appeal of a metallic shine.
Astoundingly, plasma high-tech ceramic
begins as white ceramic. Finished white
high-tech ceramic cases and bracelet parts
that have already been polished or sand-
blasted for a matt look are elevated into a
special plasma oven. In this oven gasses
activate at 20,000∫C and the ceramic reach-
es a temperature of 900∫C as its molecular
structure begins to change. This alteration
brings out a unique warm metallic shine.
As this is not a treatment it will not fade
over time so the pieces will not lose their
high-tech shine. Above all, this process
does not affect the essential properties of
the ceramic, which remains scratch-resis-
tant, light and hypoallergenic.  Be the mas-
ter of your time with the Rado DiaMaster
Grande Seconde.

New Rado DiaMaster Grande Seconde

The Master of timepieces

Leonardo DiCaprio and director Martin Scorsese attending the premiere of “Shutter
Island” at The Ziegfeld Theatre, in New York. — AP 
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People attend fireworks on two bridges at river Rhine in Constance, southern Germany, on August 8, 2015. The fireworks took place during the yearly open-air festival Constance Lake Festival. — AFP 

Bollywood films, with their colorful sets and hyper-
coordinated song-and-dance numbers, have cata-
pulted five Indians into the ranks of the world’s high-

est paid male actors. Three of those actors- Salman Khan,
Amitabh Bachchan and Akshay Kumar - were in the top 10,
outranking Hollywood A-listers such as Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson and Leonardo DiCaprio.  The rankings, compiled
by Forbes, were released last week and included actors
working outside Hollywood, allowing an international com-
parison of star earnings for the first time.

That change also meant Hong Kong martial arts darling
Jackie Chan was 2nd placed, with most of his $50 million in
earnings last year made from films produced in China.
American actor Robert Downey Jr topped the list for the
third year in a row, earning $80 million in 2014. The two
highest-paid Indian actors, Khan and Bachchan, tied for 7th,
each earning $33.5 million last year.

“I am surprised it has taken so long” to get global rank-
ings, said Bollywood publicist Raju Kariya, who has worked
in the industry for more than 30 years. India’s male actors,
easily recognizable by their aviator sunglasses and tight
designer clothes, are so popular that “everyone from 5-year-
olds to elderly aunties are completely gaga over them.”

Khan’s place also demonstrated that Bollywood stars can
get through scandal relatively unscathed. The action hero is
the subject of nonstop media attention amid an ongoing
court case for a 2002 hit-and-run that killed a homeless
man and injured four others. His popularity also hasn’t suf-

fered from his 2006 conviction for poaching an endangered
blackbuck deer, which he has appealed.

Raking in cash 
Even though the top Bollywood hunks are raking in

cash, the earnings of Hindi-language films are languishing.
Bollywood is the world’s most prolific producer of films,
churning out some 1,000 year, double that of Hollywood.
Yet so far this year, only half a dozen or so Bollywood films
have turned a profit, while most of the hundreds that come
out of Mumbai’s film industry are money losers.

As India’s economy grows and the middle class expands,
more people are buying theater tickets and the number of
movie theaters has increased. But Bollywood is facing
increased pressure from imported films.

The competition, particularly from Hollywood, is making
India moviegoers more demanding and discerning, said
film trade analyst Vinod Mirani. “Movies are actually getting
worse” as money-making vehicles in India, he said.
Bollywood revenues have been growing by about 10 per-
cent a year and will reach $4.5 billion in 2016, according to
a study by the Confederation of Danish Industries in India.

Up until the 1990s, film in India was usually financed by
politicians and criminals. The industry has since modern-
ized with financing coming from major companies. Foreign
production houses Sony Pictures, The Walt Disney Co. and
Universal Studios have also opened office in India. Reliance
MediaWorks Ltd, owned by one of India’s richest tycoons,

Anil Ambani, sold off its entire multiplex business, Big
Cinemas, to UK’s Carnival Films Pvt Ltd. last year for more
than $100 million.

Analysts unsurprised 
Altogether, the five Bollywood stars made Indians the

second-highest paid as a group, with combined earnings of
$140.5 million. Film industry analysts said they were unsur-
prised that Indian actors rank among the world’s highest
paid. While their films may not be big money earners, they
have global recognition thanks to a large Indian diaspora
living from Australia to Canada and the United States.

Indian actors also often negotiate a cut of a movie’s total
revenues, guaranteeing themselves extra income even
when films flop, whereas their Western counterparts usually
only secure a share of profits. The growth of Internet and
social media in India has also fueled the fame of Bollywood
actors. And they are ubiquitous on TV, appearing in adver-
tisements for everything from air conditioners and luxury
cars to perfume and underpants.

Salman Khan, for example, grossed more than $20 mil-
lion just from his ‘Being Human’ clothing line last year, while
Bachchan endorses more than a dozen products ranging
from soft drinks to household paint. Bachchan, 72, who is
so popular there is even a temple dedicated to him in the
eastern city of Kolkata, was the oldest actor on the list,
beating out his 63-year-old Irish colleague Liam Neeson,
who made $19.5 million last year to land in 22nd place on

the list. The third-highest ranked Bollywood actor was
another action hero, Kumar, with earnings of $32.5 million
last year putting him in the 9th spot. Lower on the list of 34
actors was Shah Rukh Khan, in 18th place, and Ranbir
Kapoor, at No 30. — AP 

Bollywood heroes among the world’s top paid actors 

Indian Bollywood superstar Amitabh Bachchan gestures during the trailer launch of
his film ‘Shamitabh’ in Mumbai, India. — AP photos

Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar shows his rings during a promotional event during a
promotional event of his movie “Boss” in Hyderabad.

Indian Bollywood actor Salman Khan smiles as he attends
the trailer launch of his movie ‘Hero’ in Mumbai.


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24
	p25
	p26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	P32
	p33
	P34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40

