
S PORTS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2015

MONTREAL: Didier Drogba said he is look-
ing forward to the “beautiful challenge” of
finishing his career in Major League Soccer
after being unveiled before hundreds of
Montreal Impact fans here Thursday.

The veteran Ivory Coast and former
Chelsea icon addressed a crowd of fans at
Montreal’s Saputo Stadium, a day after jet-
ting into the Canadian city after wrapping
up his MLS move earlier this week. 

“I am a man of challenges and there is a

beautiful one before me,” Drogba said
alongside Impact President Joey Saputo.

Saputo said Drogba was arriving at a
great time “for the Impact, the city of
Montreal, and the MLS.” 

“I’m proud that he decided to pursue his
career here, and his arrival will be beneficial
at all levels, both on and off the pitch,”
Saputo added. 

“I just want to say, no pressure,” a smiling
Drogba added before an ovation from sup-

porters.  The two-time African Footballer of
the Year said he had decided to join
Montreal after being impressed by Saputo. 

“The president’s speech persuaded me. It
was very simple, very warm,” he said. 

Drogba, meanwhile, revealed he had
been surprised by the turnout that marked
his arrival at the airport on Wednesday. 

“I didn’t expect that,” he said, adding that
he did not think his new teammates would
treat him like a superstar. 

“It’s only the way the people look at you-
in the dressing room all the players are the
same,” he said.

Drogba added he had sought a move to
the MLS because he wanted to play regularly
after a farewell season at Chelsea last year
where he was used mostly as a squad player.

“I wanted to be out on the pitch more,”
Drogba said, explaining his decision sign an
18-month contract, adding that he still
“dreamed of winning trophies.” — AFP

Drogba relishing ‘beautiful challenge’ of MLS

LONDON: Chelsea’s Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho speaks during a press conference at Chelsea’s training
ground, Stoke D’Abernon, south of London yesterday, ahead of their FA Community Shield match against Arsenal
tomorrow. — AFP 

Costa, Cahill fit for 
Chelsea’s Wembley date

COBHAM: Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho revealed yesterday that striker
Diego Costa and centre-back Gary Cahill
will be fit to face Arsenal in this week-
end’s Community Shield.

The pair were injured in Tuesday’s
friendly against Barcelona in
Washington DC, when Costa was forced
out of the game with a hamstring prob-
lem and Cahill suffered a suspected bro-
ken nose. But speaking ahead of the tra-
ditional Wembley curtain-raiser
between the Premier League champions
and the FA Cup holders on Sunday,
Mourinho confirmed the two players
were available to face Arsene Wenger’s
side. “They are both good, everyone is
available,” he said. Costa’s hamstring
problem provided a reminder of the
Spain international’s injury woes from
last season, when the forward suffered a
succession of injuries.

But Mourinho believes Costa has
resolved last season’s problems and
with Radamel Falcao and Loic Remy also
at his disposal, he feels he has sufficient

cover in attack. Asked if Costa was now
injury-free, Mourinho said: “I believe, but
I’m not worried about it. I go match after
match. Fantastic group of strikers. So no
problem.” He added: “I have three top
strikers. If one is injured, we have two. I
have no concerns, no protections. It’s a
position where we’re very strong.”

The outcome of Sunday’s meeting
will offer nothing more than a pointer
with regards to the coming Premier
League campaign.

‘More than a friendly’ 
But the lingering enmity between

Mourinho and Wenger-fuelled by the
Arsenal manager’s failure to beat his
Chelsea counterpart in 13 attempts-
means the game carries added signifi-
cance. “It’s not a friendly like against
Barcelona, Paris Saint-Germain or
Arsenal against Wolfsburg,” Mourinho
said. “It’s more than that, but it’s less
than a Premier League match.

“We lost against Red Bull (the New
York Red Bulls) and we were not happy.

So it’s normal that we always try to play
for a result and the Community Shield
has a motivation, obviously different
than just a friendly or just a summer
tournament. I would say it’s the start of
the competition.”

But he added: “I just want my club to
get the best possible results.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s Arsenal. It
doesn’t matter about the (opposing)
manager. I just want my team, my club,
to try to get the best possible results. 

That’s all that matters. “In football
you can win or lose or draw. In this case
you have to be ready for everything and
I never made my victories over Arsenal
an explosion of happiness or special
pride and I’ll not make a drama if some
day we lose.” However, the Portuguese
believes that Wenger’s side will pose a
greater threat in the title race this sea-
son after finishing 12 points below the
champions last time round.

“I always think they are (a threat),”
Mourinho said. “I always think they have
a very good squad.—AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO:  Brazil’s largest-ever corruption scandal
threatens to slow down preparations for the Olympic Games
in Rio de Janeiro next year as it engulfs construction compa-
nies responsible for the lion’s share of projects worth around
$12 billion.

Prosecutors investigating the scandal at state-run oil firm
Petrobras have implicated more than 20 companies, including
five that are working on Olympics venues and infrastructure.

The investigation, dubbed “Operation Car Wash”, has
pushed the companies into a tight spot as their credit lines
dry up and top executives are in jail awaiting trial.

Scrambling to limit the fallout, Rio’s city government is at
times being forced to act like a bank, lending companies mon-
ey to prevent a slowdown in construction, a senior city gov-
ernment source told Reuters.

“We are giving companies the money in advance and
when the funds are freed up at the federal level they are
passed to City Hall,” the source said.

Of the five firms, Odebrecht is involved in over half of all
Olympics projects by value. The other four account for much
of the rest: OAS SA, Andrade Gutierrez SA, Queiroz Galvao SA,
and Carioca Christiani Nielsen Engenharia SA.

OAS, one of Brazil’s biggest construction firms, filed for
bankruptcy protection in March after its credit lines dried up.

It is part of the consortium building a group of Olympics
venues at Deodoro in northeast Rio, where 11 sports includ-
ing rugby, shooting and BMX riding will be held.

OAS said the project has not been affected.
Prosecutors say construction firms overcharged Petrobras

for years and that excess cash was used to bribe politicians. All
payments from Petrobras to the companies have been sus-
pended, so those working on the Rio Olympics face a cash
squeeze with the opening ceremony just a year away.

“Cash is king ... Construction tends to have low profit mar-
gins and a lack of cash flow typically hurts a lot,” said Bent
Flyvbjerg, a professor at Oxford University’s Said Business
School. Odebrecht did not respond to requests for comment
and Carioca Engenharia declined to comment. Andrade
Gutierrez, OAS and Queiroz Galvao said their projects were
progressing normally and City Hall said construction was
being delivered on time.

Giant building site
Olympics officials say the scandal has not yet resulted in

delays, but it is complicating an already massive construction
challenge as Rio attempts a scale of urban regeneration not
seen for an Olympic Games since Barcelona 1992.

Preparations in Rio are well behind where they were at the
same point in London before it hosted the Olympics in 2012.

The city looks like a giant building site with firms working
on an extended metro, light railway, re-built port area, new
highways and dozens of venues.

Another firm caught up in the scandal, Mendes Junior SA,
backed out of a contract to fix the drainage around the
Maracana soccer stadium set to host Olympic matches.

Mendes Junior said it is no longer involved in any Olympics
projects, though it has not cited the Petrobras probe as the rea-
son for that. Ratings agency Fitch, which last month downgrad-
ed several Brazilian construction firms due to the scandal, says
fragile finances mean timely payments are crucial to keep build-
ing going. “A huge part of whether the works are delivered on
time will be down to funds reaching the companies promptly,”
Fitch analyst Mauro Storino said. “If money doesn’t arrive, a
company might have to slow down the pace of work.” Slow
payments are a regular problem for the construction industry in
Brazil, especially on government contracts.—Reuters

Brazil corruption probe 
threatens Rio Olympics 


