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BIRMINGHAM: Ian Bell guided England to an eight-
wicket victory over Australia in the third test at
Edgbaston yesterday to put the hosts 2-1 up in the
series with two matches to play. Bell (65 not out)
and Joe Root, with an unbeaten 38, anchored the
chase after England were set to 121 to win on the
third day at Edgbaston where a dominant perform-
ance banished memories of a heavy defeat at
Lord’s.

England lost Alastair Cook (7) and Adam Lyth
(12) to set a few nerves on edge but Bell, dropped
on 20 by Australia captain Michael Clarke, made his
second 50 of the match to spark raucous celebra-
tions after Root hit the winning runs.  The hosts

took command on day one when Australia were
shot out for 136, James Anderson, who will miss the
next test with a side strain, taking six wickets-a feat
matched by the recalled Steven Finn in the second
innings.  “It’s been a fantastic three days,” Cook said.
“I don’t think the pitch was 140 all out but the way
Jimmy bowled, backed up by Steve was fantastic.”
Victory at either Trent Bridge, in the fourth test
which starts on Aug. 6, or The Oval in the last match
would guarantee England winning back the Ashes
which they so dismally surrendered in a 5-0 loss in
Australia in 2013-14.  England’s celebrations will be
tempered, however, by the major blow of losing
Anderson, possibly for the rest of the series.

Australia’s tail wagged on Friday, adding 97 to
their overnight total before they were dismissed
for 265 just before lunch. England had hoped to
quickly take the three remaining second-innings
wickets but Australia pushed their lead to 120
before Moeen Ali removed Mitchell Starc.  Starc
had led Australia’s resistance with some big hits in
his 58, sharing an eighth-wicket stand of 64 with
wicketkeeper Peter Nevill (59) who held up
England for 147 balls in compiling a maiden test
half-century. Finn eventually made the break-

through when Nevill was caught down the leg
side, the paceman taking a test best 6-79 after a
two-year absence from the side. Clarke, who
admitted his poor form with the bat was a big
cause for concern, said credit must go to England.
“I was proud of how the boys fought,” he said. “I
think around 180-200 would have given us a
chance but England played well.

“Our goal is to win the series, I still believe we
can do that. We have to play well but it’s pretty
simple.” — Reuters

Bell steers England to victory, take 2-1 lead

BIRMINGHAM:  England paceman James
Anderson has been ruled out of the remain-
der of the third Ashes Test against Australia
at Edgbaston and next week’s fourth Test at
Trent Bridge, it was announced yesterday.

Anderson, England’s all-time leading Test
wicket-taker, left the field three balls into his
ninth over in Australia’s second innings on
the second day at Edgbaston on Thursday-
his 33rd birthday. An England and Wales
Cricket Board statement issued Friday con-
firmed that, following an overnight assess-
ment, he had suffered a side strain. “England

bowler James Anderson has been ruled out
of remainder of the current Investec Ashes
Test with a side strain,” the statement said.

“Anderson will be unavailable for the
fourth Test beginning on Thursday 6 August
at Trent Bridge and his availability for the
final Test in the series (at The Oval on August
20) will be determined in due course.”

Anderson, whose 413 Test wickets are an
England record, took an Ashes-best six for 47
as Australia were skittled out for just 136 in
the first innings at Edgbaston. Recalled fast
bowler Steven Finn then took five for 45 on

Thursday as Australia slumped to 168 for sev-
en in their second innings, a lead of just 23
runs with three wickets standing.

But Anderson’s injury could hamper
England’s bid to go 2-1 up in the five-match
Ashes series on Friday as bowling substitutes
are not allowed under cricket’s rules or Laws,
although a replacement fielder is permitted.

When he saw Anderson struggle before
going off the field after pulling out of his
action on Thursday, England great Ian
Botham said he feared the Lancastrian would
miss the rest of the series.  “If it’s an inter-

costal, we won’t see him again in this series,”
former pace bowling all-rounder Botham said
on Sky Sports.  “You can’t sneeze, can’t cough,
can’t laugh. You have to let it heal.” Anderson
has an especially brilliant Test record at Trent
Bridge, with 53 in eight matches at an aver-
age of 19.24. Meanwhile six of his 18 returns
of five wickets or more in Test innings have
come at the Nottingham ground. He also
took 10 wickets across the match in the last
Ashes Test at Trent Bridge, in 2013 — one of
two 10-wicket returns he has at
Nottinghamshire’s headquarters. — AFP

England’s Anderson out of fourth Ashes Test

BIRMINGHAM: England’s Joe Root and Ian Bell celebrate after adding the win-
ning runs for England on the third day of the third Ashes cricket test match
between England and Australia at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England,
yesterday. England won the third test. — AFP

Australia 1st Innings 136 (C Rogers 52; J
Anderson 6-47)

England 1st Innings 281 (J Root 63, M Ali 59, I
Bell 53; N Lyon 3-36, J Hazlewood 3-74)

Australia 2nd Innings (overnight: 168-7)
C. Rogers lbw b Broad 6
D. Warner c Lyth b Anderson 77
S. Smith c Buttler b Finn 8
M. Clarke c Lyth b Finn 3
A. Voges c Bell b Finn 0
M. Marsh b Finn 6
P. Nevill c Buttler b Finn 59
M. Johnson c Stokes b Finn 14
M. Starc c sub (Poysden) b Ali 58
J. Hazlewood c Root b Stokes 11
N. Lyon not out 12 
Extras (b2, lb9) 11
Total (all out, 79.1 overs, 350 mins) 265
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Rogers), 2-62 (Smith), 3-76

(Clarke),  4-76 (Voges),  5-92 (Marsh),  6-111
(Warner), 7-153 (Johnson), 8-217 (Nevill), 9-245
(Hazlewood), 10-265 (Starc)
Bowling: Anderson 8.3-5-15-1; Broad 20-4-61-1;
Finn 21-3-79-6; Ali 16.1-3-64-1; Stokes 11-3-28-1;
Root 2.3-0-7-0.

England 2nd Innings (target: 121)
A. Lyth lbw b Hazlewood 12
A. Cook b Starc 7
I. Bell not out 65
J. Root not out 38
Extras (w2) 2
Total (2 wkts, 32.1 overs, 139 mins) 124
Did not bat: J Bairstow, B Stokes, J Buttler, M Ali, S
Broad, S Finn, J Anderson
Fall of wickets: 1-11 (Cook), 2-51 (Lyth)
Bowling: Starc 6-1-33-1 (2w); Hazlewood 7-0-21-
1; Lyon 11-1-52-0; Johnson 7-3-10-0; Marsh 1.1-0-
8-0
Result: England won by eight wickets.

SCOREBOARD
BIRMINGHAM, United Kingdom: Scoreboard on the third day of the third Ashes Test
between England and Australia at Edgbaston yesterday:

DHAKA:  Heavy showers from tropical storm
Komen washed out the entire second day of
the second test between Bangladesh and
South Africa yesterday. Officials said there will
be no attempt today to make up for lost time,

and the match will start at the scheduled time
if the weather permits. Bangladesh is 246-8
after electing to bat first. The first test ended
in a draw after the final two days were
washed out by rain. — AP

Bangladesh-S Africa 

second day rained out

DHAKA: A Bangladesh’s ground staff member walks with an umbrella during rain on the
field to check rain covers during the second day of the second cricket test match between
Bangladesh and South Africa in Dhaka, Bangladesh, yesterday. — AP

Bangladesh 1st innings (Overnight: 246-8)
T. Iqbal c Amla b Steyn 6   
I. Kayes lbw b Duminy 30  
M. Haque c Vilas b Duminy 40  
Mahmudullah c Bavuma b Steyn 35  
M. Rahim c Vilas b Elgar 65  
S. Al Hasan c Elgar b M. Morkel 35  
L. Das c Elgar b Duminy 3   
Nas. Hossain not out 13  
M. Shahid b Steyn 1   

Extras (b-5 lb-11 nb-2) 18  
Total (for 8 wickets, 88.1 overs) 246 
Fall of wickets: 1-12 T. Iqbal, 2-81 M. Haque, 3-86
I. Kayes, 4-180 Mahmudullah, 5-215 M. Rahim, 6-
220 L. Das, 7-245 S. Al Hasan, 8-246 M. Shahid
To bat: M. Rahman, J. Hossain
Bowling: D. Steyn 16.1-4-30-3, V. Philander 11-2-
25-0 (nb-2), M. Morkel 14-2-45-1, S. Harmer 23-3-
76-0, S. van Zyl 2-1-5-0, D. Elgar 7-0-22-1, J.
Duminy 15-4-27-3.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at lunch on the second day in the second and final Test between Bangladesh
and South Africa yesterday in Mirpur, Bangladesh.


