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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, announced
the introduction of a new offer for post-
paid customers entitling them to receive a
one-year beIN Sports subscription upon
subscribing to Zain’s postpaid smart-
phone plans starting at KD 30 monthly.

Zain rolled out this offer in time with
the upcoming new European leagues sea-
son. Zain postpaid customers who are
football enthusiasts can now enjoy the

live football experience at home with this
new benefit in addition to the existing
benefits offered with postpaid smart-
phone plans. 

Customers subscribing to one of the
postpaid voice packages (KD 30, KD 40, or
KD 57) will receive a one-year beIN Sports
subscription and a receiver device, in
addition to the existing benefits offered
with each plan that include free smart-
phone and tablet devices, free roaming

minutes, and more. 
beIN Sports is a global network of

sports TV channels  that broadcasts major
football  championships in the Middle
East including the English Premier League,
the Spanish La Liga, the German
Bundesliga, the French League 1, the
Italian Serie A, AFC’s Champions League,
and UEFA’s Europa League. 

Placing customers at the forefront and
providing them appealing and flexible

product and service offerings is a main
priority for Zain, reinforcing its position as
the leader in the Kuwaiti telecommunica-
tions landscape.

The company emphasized that the
introduction of this service highlights
Zain’s new portfolio of entertainment
services. This offer is an indication of Zain
delivering on its promises to provide cus-
tomers with the best services and latest
technology.

Free beIN Sports subscription with Zain’s postpaid plans

GAINESVILLE: Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the 15th hole during the second round of the Quicken Loans
National at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club yesterday in Gainesville, Virginia. — AFP

GAINESVILLE: Struggling tournament
host Tiger Woods recovered from anoth-
er woeful start with a back-nine birdie
binge Thursday to spark some confi-
dence that the form which won 14
major titles might return consistently.

Former world number one Woods
opened with bogeys on three of his first
four holes but rallied to start the back
nine with four consecutive birdies to fire
a three-under par 68 to share 27th at the
US PGA Quicken Loans National.  “It was
nice to actually turn it around,” Woods
said. “I felt like I hit the ball well enough.
I didn’t do anything different. I said stay
patient and it will turn, which it did and I
mean I had a run there.” Woods said he
turned a so-so round into a good one
better than he has since he shared 17th
at the Masters, his best showing of the
year.  “You’ve got to score and I made a
lot of key putts,” Woods said. “The last
time I did it is probably Augusta.”

Woods denied rumors he has split
with swing coach Chris Como, who is
not at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club
this week, and took his first look ahead
at 2016 Rio Olympic golf, in which he

was once expected to star but now at
266th in the rankings is almost certain to
miss.

“I don’t have to worry about the
Olympics right now. It’s not really a con-
cern of mine,” Woods said. “Some of the
top players, there’s going to be a sched-
ule concern. Right now that’s not the
case for me. It’s going to be interesting
to see what players, do how they pace
themselves.” Next season’s schedule,
announced Thursday, has only two
weeks between the British Open and
PGA Championship and only two weeks
between that and Olympic golf, with US
PGA playoffs and Europe’s defense of
the Ryder Cup at Hazeltine to follow in
short order.

“Don’t forget on the backside of it we
still have the Ryder Cup,” Woods said.
“It’s going to be a lot of events all in a
row with very little rest. A lot of Euros
have to play their home Open. It’s dou-
bly tough for them.” Asked if he still
worked with Como, Woods said, “Yeah,
is there a problem?” Woods, chasing the
record 18 career majors won by Jack
Nicklaus, has not claimed a major crown

since the 2008 US Open. Woods, whose
79 career PGA titles are only three shy of
Sam Snead’s all-time record, has not
won any event since the WGC
Bridgestone Invitational two years ago.

In his most recent starts, Woods
missed the cut at the US and British
Opens and shared 32nd at the
Greenbrier Classic.

Having struggled most of last year
due to back surgery and this year with
swing changes, Woods looked set for
more troubles early.  Woods lipped out a
four-footer for par at the first, found the
rough with his approach at three and
missed a 12-foot par putt at the fourth.
But he birdied the par-5 fifth and eighth
holes and caught fire at the turn, drop-
ping a nine-foot birdie putt at the 10th,
a seven-footer at the par-3 11th and
landing his approach inches from the
cup at the 12th.

Finding a bunker off the 13th tee
looked to end his run, but Woods blast-
ed out to 12 feet and sank the putt. He
found the sand again off the par-5 14th
tee and began a run of pars into the
clubhouse. — AFP

Tiger’s turnaround 

boosts confidence

GAINESVILLE: Ryo Ishikawa of Japan watches his drive
on the third hole during the first round of the Quicken
Loans National at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in
Gainesville, Virginia. — AFP

Ace helps Ishikawa grab 

share of National lead

GAINESVILLE: Japan’s Ryo Ishikawa fired a hole-in-one
during a sparkling eight-under-par 63 to grab a share of
the lead Thursday at the US PGA Quicken Loans National.

The 23-year-old Asian star also reeled off six birdies in a
row to match two-time US Open champion Retief Goosen,
a South African twice Ishikawa’s age, atop the leaderboard
at the 7,385-yard Robert Trent Jones Golf Club.

“It was a great day for my putting,” said Ishikawa after
his best round of the year.  “I just putted them perfectly. I
just didn’t miss a putt.” The highlight was his eight-iron ace
from 180 yards at the par-three fourth, his first in the US
after three in Japan and another in Puerto Rico.

“Solid strike. Landed five or six yards past the flag and
back to sink in,” said Ishikawa. “That was kind of a special
moment.” Matching the tour record of 59 was not out of
the question with two par-five holes ahead of him but
Ishikawa said he was so excited that parring his way to the
clubhouse was a struggle.

“I was feeling like I wasn’t calm,” Ishikawa said. “It took
about two holes to calm down. Number five was a par-five
but it was difficult for me to make par.”

Two-time US and British Open champion Ernie Els
eagled the par-five 14th and fired six birdies to share third
on 64 with Americans Justin Leonard and Kevin Chappell.
Els fought off a severe back spasm for his low PGA round of
the year. “I felt like anything was a bonus,” he said.

Birdie blitz boosts Tiger 
Host Tiger Woods, the 14-time major winner who has

struggled to make cuts this season, had bogeys on three of
the first four holes but birdied the first four on the back
nine in carding a 68. “It was tough to turn it around, which
I did,” Woods said. “I sucked it up and turned it around and
posted a good number.” England’s Justin Rose, the
defending champion, closed with a bogey to shoot 66, say-
ing, “When you miss a short one at the end it’s never fun to
walk off the 18th. Five under is a good start.”

There were two holes-in-one on the day as Rickie
Fowler aced the ninth from 184 yards with a seven iron. He
was four adrift on 67.

The 203rd-ranked Ishikawa still seeks his first US title
after 115 events over seven seasons.—AFP


