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TAIPAI: Student protesters against changes to their curriculum shout slogans as they occupy the area inside the gates of
the Ministry of Education. — AP

TAIPEI: Protesters who stormed
Taiwan’s education ministry after a stu-
dent committed suicide vowed to esca-
late their action yesterday as the gov-
ernment struggled to defuse the crisis
sparked by “China-centric” changes to
the school curriculum. The death of
young activist Lin Kuan-hua has become
a politically charged tragedy, with oppo-
sition parties rounding on the ruling
Beijing-friendly Kuomintang (KMT) to
demand the retraction of new teaching
guidelines and the resignation of the
education minister.

It comes as public concern grows
over increased Chinese influence on the
island in the wake of a rapprochement
with Beijing forged by current president
Ma Ying-jeou. Hundreds gathered
overnight outside the compound in
Taipei asking for the curriculum changes
to be withdrawn and for Education
Minister Wu Se-hwa to step down. When
their demands were not met, around
200 broke down fences in the early
hours of Friday using bamboo poles and
street barricades.

By yesterday afternoon around 200
angry protesters remained, shouting
down Wu when he tried to address the
crowd. They demanded a straight “Yes”
or “No” answer on whether he would
retract the curriculum before drowning
him out with chants of “Step down!” as
he retreated inside.  More were expect-
ed to join at the end of the working day
as soaring temperatures dropped.

Crowds first congregated overnight
to bid farewell to 20-year-old Lin, who
police said killed himself in his New
Taipei City home Thursday morning. Lin
was one of 30 students, along with three

journalists, who were arrested last week
for breaking into the ministry in anger
over the new high school curriculum,
which students say favors China’s view
of the island’s history. 

After Wu’s attempted address, pro-
testers called for further action. “Since
he would not accept our humble
request (to retract the curriculum) we
will not compromise, and fight on,” said
student leader Liao Chung-lin. “Now we
would like to invite your family and
friends here to build up pressure.” Taipei
mayor Ko Wen-je urged protesters to
stay calm. “As long as you stay here
peacefully, the police will not disperse
you,” he said. 

New generation of protesters 
Taiwan is a self-governed island

which split from the mainland in 1949
after a civil war but Beijing still sees it as
part of its territory. Closer ties under Ma
have led to growing discontent, particu-
larly among young people. Students
occupied parliament for three weeks
last year over a trade deal with China in
a protest known as the Sunflower
Movement, inspiring a new generation
of activists.

Lin, who dropped out of vocational
school in June reportedly to join the
protest movement, was facing charges
of breaching government premises and
causing damage after last week’s break-
in.  His family said that he was “in a bad
mood” the night before he died after
returning home from a meeting about
the curriculum change, a statement
from the education ministry said
Thursday. The Chinese-language Liberty
Times had interviewed Lin on Sunday

after his arrest. He told how he was “very
disappointed” when his parents
expressed disapproval of his participa-
tion in the protests after a visit from his
school principal.  Lin’s mother asked for
other protesters not to follow his exam-
ple. “I hope all the children involved
with the curriculum discussion will
express their opinion in an appropriate
channel,” she said, sobbing, in a record-
ing played to reporters at a press confer-
ence held by the ministry.

Minister Wu visited Lin’s family
Thursday and expressed his regret. “This
dispute has been going on for a while. It
has something to do with the history
and even the national identity (of
Taiwan),” he said. The curriculum
changes disputed by protesters include
a reference to Taiwan being “recovered
by China” instead of “given to China”
after the end of Japanese occupation in
1945. The 50-year period of Japanese
rule is also referred to as an era when
“Japan occupied” the island, replacing
the previous phrase “Japan governed”.

The main opposition Democratic
Progressive Party accused the KMT of
being “cold blooded” and said the party
had tried to smear the student protest
campaign, calling for the curriculum
changes to be rescinded. They are push-
ing for an emergency session of parlia-
ment-currently on summer break-to dis-
cuss the issue.  Scholars behind the cur-
riculum changes accused the DPP of
stoking the protests. Huang Kun-hui,
chairman of the anti-China Taiwan
Solidarity Union, demanded the educa-
tion minister immediately drop charges
against the students and take responsi-
bility by stepping down. — AFP 

Protesters vow to escalate 
action over student suicide

Aquino chooses
Interior Secretary

as successor
MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino III said yester-
day he had picked Interior Secretary Manuel “Mar” Roxas II as
the administration candidate to succeed him in elections next
year. Aquino made the announcement in the same meeting
hall where Roxas declared six years ago that he was shelving
his own presidential ambitions to give way to the son of the
late democracy icon Corazon Aquino.

The 58-year-old former congressman and senator said he
was honored to be endorsed by Aquino as the standard bear-
er of the dominant Liberal Party. The grandson and namesake
of the Philippines’ first post-World War II president promised
to continue on the “straight path,” Aquino’s program to fight
poverty and corruption.

Aquino said he picked Roxas because “he has the compe-
tence, he has no other boss except the people, who owes no
one a debt of gratitude, who has no interest except the
nation’s.” Aquino cannot run again because the constitution
sets a single six-year term for the president and vice president.

‘People power’ 
Hundreds of party members and supporters cheered

Aquino’s announcement in the historic Cory Aquino Freedom
Hall where his mother took her oath as president after the
“people power” revolt ousted dictator Ferdinand Marcos in
1986.

“This is such a huge honor,” Roxas said. “With this endorse-
ment, you are also endorsing the dreams and the power of
each of the 100 million Filipinos.... I will never deviate from the
‘straight path.’” Roxas was Aquino’s running mate in the 2010
national elections but was defeated in a separate election by
Jejomar Binay, who is now under investigation for alleged cor-
ruption during his term as mayor of Makati City, metropolitan
Manila’s business district.

Binay has already said he will run for president next year,
and recent surveys put him ahead of Roxas despite the cor-
ruption allegations. The independent pollster Social Weather
Stations said a survey in June showed Roxas in third place
behind Senator Grace Poe, who was in the top spot, and
Binay. An Aquino ally, Poe has not said if she will run for presi-
dent and has reportedly been asked by Aquino to run in the
vice presidential election. Poe is a daughter of the late popu-
lar action movie star Fernando Poe, who lost the fraud-marred
2004 presidential election won by Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
Aquino’s predecessor who is in hospital detention on charges
of corruption and election sabotage. — AP 

Myanmar flood toll rises
with more rains forecast

YANGON: Major floods have killed at least 27 people across
Myanmar and inundated the homes and fields of tens of thou-
sands more, a disaster relief official said yesterday, warning of
further heavy rains.   Weeks of unrelenting rain has deluged
swathes of northern and western Myanmar, trapping people
in remote villages and stretching the country’s already thread-
bare rescue capabilities. 

Rising waters, flash floods and landslides have destroyed
roads, railways, bridges and houses, according to a report in
yesterday’s state-run Global New Light of Myanmar, which
warned that a cyclone brewing in the Bay of Bengal was likely
to bring further misery to coastal and western regions.  “As of
Thursday, 27 people have died around the country and four
are missing in the Mandalay region,” Chumhre, the director of
the Relief and Resettlement Department at the social welfare
ministry, told AFP.

Around 150,000 have been displaced or had their liveli-
hoods affected by floods, Chumhre, who goes by one name,
added.  Authorities have asked people to move to safer places
in the worst-hit areas of Kalay, in northern Sagaing region, and
Sittwe, the capital of western Rakhine state, as flights to the
city’s airport were cancelled.

Rakhine already hosts some 140,000 displaced people,
mainly Rohingya Muslims, living in exposed make-shift coastal
camps following communal violence three years ago. A resi-
dent from Bumay village on the outskirts of Sittwe said newly-
built houses at several nearby displacement camps were
flooded after storms on Thursday. “People had to run for their
lives. Some people are now sheltering at schools in
Thechaung and Bumay villages,” he told AFP, withholding his
name.—AFP


