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ISMAELIA: The International Chamber of
Shipping (ICS) has commended the New
Suez Canal during a site visit yesterday in
Ismailia. With just one week until the
inauguration, a committee consisting of
the industry’s top governing bodies
toured the canal in order to assess its
readiness for international navigation. 

“The impression we’re taking away is
this is a huge undertaking and it has
been completed in a time which is
frankly astonishing,” said Peter
Hinchcliffe of the ICS.  “It’s very pleasing

to see that preparations are in place for
the grand opening on August 6. More
than that, I think what I will take away
today is the desire to continue our dia-
logue [with the Suez Canal Authority]
into the future. That is very important for
us because we are representing the cus-
tomers who will be using the canal in the
coming years,” he continued.

The committee was greeted by
Admiral Mohab Mameesh, Chairman of
the Suez Canal Authority - owners of the
New Suez Canal project - who welcomed

its members to the simulation building
on site in Ismailia, as well as accompa-
nied them on a tour of the entire length
of the new waterway.

“We are sending the world a message
through the New Suez Canal,” said the
Admiral in a subsequent press confer-
ence. “By reducing transit time your food
will come faster, your medicine will
come faster, your fuel will come faster,
and your spare parts will come faster.”
He claimed the estimated cost of dig-
ging for the project was US$4 billion, as
well as an additional US$4 billion spent
on the construction of six new tunnels.
Official figures are to be released soon.
“This is Egypt’s gift to the world. We
promised, and we delivered,” he said.
“President [Abdel Fatteh Al] Sisi will
announce on August 6 that the canal is
fully operational.”

Hinchcliffe reiterated the importance
of the New Suez Canal, claiming the
shipping industry delivers 90 percent of
world trade - which is predicted to grow
three percent year-on-year. He later
thanked the Suez Canal Authority for its
hospitality. The committee was made up
of delegates from Lloyds Register,
International Group, Baltic Exchange,
Intertanko, Japan and Egypt. The
endorsement of the canal provided the
icing on the cake prior to the official
inauguration on August 6.

Houthis suffer more
setbacks near Aden

ADEN/SANAA: Southern Yemeni fighters backed by
a Saudi-led air coalition took more territory from
Houthi militiamen yesterday, expanding their control
around the port city of Aden, sources in the southern
force said. The Southern Resistance retook much of
Aden this month, supported by air strikes waged
since late March by Saudi Arabia and its regional
allies who are trying to end Houthi control over much
of the country and return president Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi from exile.

The resistance, an alliance of southern groups
including secessionists seeking an independent
south Yemen and army units loyal to Hadi, won full
control of Houta town, capital of Lahej province
north of Aden, in heavy clashes, the sources said.
They reported 14 Houthis were killed and 40 cap-
tured. Southern fighters and pro-Hadi army units also
drove Houthi fighters from Lowdar town in southern
Abyan province and captured a number of Houthi
fighters, they said.

Car bombing
In a separate incident, nine soldiers were killed

and 30 wounded in a car bombing at an army base by
suspected Islamist militants in southern Hadramout
province, local officials said. Yemen’s war is rooted in
political strains that spread across the Arabian
Peninsula country last year, when the Houthis seized
the capital Sanaa and pushed aside Hadi, an ally of
the United States and Saudi Arabia, who fled to
Riyadh.

The Houthis, who are from Yemen’s far north and
belong to the Zaydi sect of Shi’ite Islam, later took
more territory south and east of the capital, saying
they were winning a revolution against Sunni mili-
tants and corrupt officials. The coalition said on
Thursday said it aimed first to help bring Yemen’s
government back from exile to Aden and then return
it  to Sanaa i f  possible via peace talks with the
Houthis.

But if the Iranian-allied Houthis did not eventually
agree to quit Sanaa, the government would have the
right to “get them out” by force, coalition spokesman
Brigadier General Ahmed Asseri said in an interview
with Reuters. Senior members of Yemen’s administra-
tion in exile flew to Aden on July 16 to make prepara-
tions for the government’s return there, four months
after it was pushed out by Houthi forces.

Asseri said the Houthis ought to implement UN
Security Council Resolution 2216, which calls for the
Zaydi Shi’ite movement to withdraw from cities
under their control, return seized arms and allow
Hadi to return from his Riyadh exile. The Houthis
have rejected that resolution. After months of conflict
much of the country is suffering severe shortages of
fuel, water, food and medicine. UN aid chief Stephen
O’Brien on July 28 said health facilities in Yemen
reported more than 4,000 people had been killed and
some 19,800 wounded in the war. — Reuters 

International Chamber of Shipping
lauds ‘astonishing’ New Suez Canal

JERUSALEM: The ultra-Orthodox
Jew accused of stabbing six people
at a Gay Pride march in Jerusalem
just weeks after his release from jail
for a similar attack lashed out in
Israeli court yesterday, local media
reported.

“ I  do not  accept  this  court ’s
authority,” said a defiant Yishai
Shlissel, representing himself at a
hearing. “This court is part of the
mechanism of evil,” Haaretz news-

paper’s website quoted him as say-
ing. “I have no interest in cooperat-
ing at all. I do not recognise any of
the regime’s institutions.” Police
said the suspect’s detention was
extended for 12 days while investi-
gations continue into Thursday
night’s attack in which a man in
ultra-Orthodox garb stormed the
parade with a knife.

The suspect was quickly arrested
amid pandemonium in Jerusalem’s

city centre, but the parade and its
hundreds of  marchers  pushed
ahead defiantly, even with blood
on the road. A 17-year-old woman
was reported in serious condition
while a 26-year-old man was sta-
ble, Haaretz said. Four others had
light to moderate injuries.

Shlissel was released from jail
t h r e e  w e e k s  a g o  a f t e r  h a v i n g
s e r v e d  a  1 0 - y e a r  s e n t e n c e  f o r
wounding three marchers in an

attack on a Gay Pride parade in
2005. Media reported that Shlissel
h a d  p o s t e d  a  l e t t e r  o n  t h e
Internet speaking of the “abomi-
n a t i o n ”  o f  a  G a y  P r i d e  p a r a d e
b e i n g  h e l d  i n  t h e  H o l y  C i t y .
Television also broadcast extracts
of  an interv iew he was  sa id  to
have given to a radio station earli-
er  this  month in which he said
“the fight continues against those
who defile” God. — AFP
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