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NATO agrees on 

support for Iraq

BRUSSELS: NATO allies agreed yesterday on a package of measures to
help strengthen Iraqi security and defense forces, including in the fields
of military training, demining and countering improvised explosive
devices. NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said the aid program,
approved by the alliance’s 28 member nations, is designed to help Iraq
by providing support in areas where NATO “is best placed to add value.”

Independent analysts said beefing up Iraqi defense capabilities
would also contribute to stabilizing the southern border of Turkey, a
NATO member, and boost the military campaign being waged by a US-
led coalition to defeat the Islamic State group.

On Tuesday, NATO ambassadors held an emergency meeting at
Turkey’s request on the threat posed by IS and the countermeasures
Turkey has been taking in response. Bruno Lete, senior program officer
for foreign and security policy at the German Marshall Fund, a Brussels
think tank, said the meeting “encouraged NATO to think more seriously
about its strategy south” toward IS and other radical Muslim groups
active in Iraq, Syria and much of North Africa.

Until then, Lete said, NATO strategy sessions mostly focused on the
perceived threat to the east: Russia. In a statement, Stoltenberg said the
new Iraqi assistance program had been developed at Iraq’s request, and
in close consultation with Iraqi authorities. He said NATO plans to help
Iraq in seven priority areas, including advising on security sector reforms,
disposal of explosive ordnance, civil military planning, cyberdefense, mil-
itary medicine and civil emergency planning. Stoltenberg said NATO
and Iraqi experts will work out details of future training programs, which
will be held in Turkey and Jordan. The NATO support package, he said, is
designed to complement efforts of the US-led coalition against IS, as
well as individual NATO allies, the European Union and the UN.— AP 

ISTANBUL: Two more Turkish police were killed
yesterday in an attack blamed on Kurdish mili-
tants as tensions in the country boiled over
amid the military’s cross-border bombing cam-
paign against extremists in Syria and Iraq.
Ankara has launced a two-pronged anti-terror
offensive against Islamic State (IS) jihadists in
Syria and Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) mili-
tants at their bases in northern Iraq after a wave
of deadly attacks in the country. But so far air
strikes had targeted mainly the PKK, which itself
is bitterly opposed to IS, raising tensions in
Turkey with its Kurdish minority.

Deadly attacks on the security forces
blamed on the PKK have become a daily event,
raising fears of a return to the dark days at the
peak of its separatist insurgency in the 1990s. In
the latest violence, two Turkish police were
killed in a gun attack on a police headquarters
in the southern region of Adana. Suspected PKK

gunmen fired on police headquarters in the city
of Pozanti, sparking clashes which left two
police as well as two militants dead, the
Anatolia news agency said. According to an AFP
tally, at least 13 members of the security forces
have been killed in attacks blamed on the PKK
since the current crisis erupted last week. One
worker from Turkey’s railways monopoly was
killed and one other person injured in a gun
attack Thursday evening by suspected PKK mili-
tants in the Sarikamis district of the Kars region
in eastern Turkey, reports said. 

They had been repairing damage from a
non fatal bomb attack on the line blamed on
the PKK the day earlier. Some 30 Turkish F-16
planes had Thursday launched a new wave of
strikes against PKK targets in northern Iraq and
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu indicated
there were no plans to wind down the cam-
paign. “The operations will continue until

weapons are laid down, armed groups leave
Turkey and Daesh stops being a threat in Syria,”
Davutoglu said, using an Arabic acronym for IS.
The army meanwhile issued a statement to
express its thanks after “many” Turkish citizens
applied to join the armed forces to “fight terror-
ism”.

Both HDP leaders probed
The first shots were also fired in what may

prove a long-running legal process against pro-
Kurdish political forces, with prosecutors
announcing probes against the both co-leaders
of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party
(HDP). Its charismatic male co-leader Selahattin
Demirtas is accused of inciting people to take
up arms during October 2014 protests that left
dozens dead, Anatolia said. If the case comes to
court, he could face up to 24 years in jail, it
added.— AFP

‘PKK attack’ kills two police 

as tensions boil in Turkey

Attacks pinned on Kurds, raising fear of dark days   

ANKARA: The father of late Turkish soldier Hamza Yildirim (2nd left) reacts in front of his son’s flag-draped
coffin during his funeral ceremony at Kocatepe Mosque. — AFP  

NEW DELHI: Two Indian teachers who
were detained in an area of Libya that the
Islamic State group claims to control have
been released but two of their colleagues
are still being held, the New Delhi govern-
ment said yesterday.

India’s foreign ministry said it was able
to “secure the release” of the two after the
group was detained at a checkpoint around
30 miles Sirte late Thursday and taken to
the southern coastal city. The teachers, who
had been working at Sirte university, were
heading for Tripoli where they intended to
catch a flight out of the country. “I am hap-
py we have been able to secure the release
of Lakshmikant and Vijay Kumar. Trying for
(the) other two,” Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj posted on Twitter, without giving
any other details. 

Earlier this year IS overran the airport in
Sirte-the hometown of slain dictator

Moamer Kadhafi-in the jihadist group’s first
such military gain in Libya. They have since
claimed to control the whole of the city.
Ministry spokesman Vikas Swarup said the
Indian mission in Tripoli “came to know that
four Indian nationals who were returning to
India, via Tripoli and Tunis, were detained at
a checkpoint” around 11 pm Thursday. 

“We are in regular touch with the fami-
lies concerned and all efforts are being
made to ensure (their) well-being and ear-
ly release,” Swarup told journalists earlier
yesterday in New Delhi. Indian media
reported that the IS group may be holding
the teachers. A senior ministry official said
no individual or group had yet tried to
make contact or issue a ransom demand.
Earlier this month India advised its citizens
to “use all available means for exiting
Libya”, saying the security situation was
deteriorating. — AFP 

HYDERABAD: A relative holds up a photograph of Indian national,
Balaram, who is thought to have been abducted in Libya, at his resi-
dence. — AFP  

Two of four Indians held in Libya released

Al-Qaeda attacks 

US-trained rebels

BEIRUT: Al-Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate Al-Nusra Front launched an offen-
sive yesterday on the headquarters of a new US-formed rebel group
in the country’s north, leaving at least 11 dead, a monitor said.  The
attack came one day after the Al-Nusra kidnapped eight rebels from
Division 30, who had been trained and equipped by Washington,
said the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitoring group. 

“Al-Nusra attacked at dawn the headquarters of Division 30, near
the town of Azaz in the northern province of Aleppo,” the Britain-
based Observatory said. Clashes broke out after the assault killing
five Al-Nusra fighters and allied militants as well as six rebels who
were defending Division 30, said Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman. He said Al-Nusra launched the attack to size weapons “giv-
en by Washington to the rebels” but that it was unable to enter the
base as clashes were still underway.  At least 54 members of Division
30 entered Syria in mid-July, equipped with 30 American-made all-
terrain vehicles, arms, and ammunition. Eight of them, including a
commander, were kidnapped on Thursday by Al-Nusra in a village in
Aleppo province, the Observatory said. On its Facebook page, the
Division denounced the kidnapping of Colonel Nadim Hassan and
his companions, demanding “the brothers of Al-Nusra Front to liber-
ate them immediately”. —AFP 


