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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday behead-
ed a convicted Pakistani heroin trafficker,
adding to a sharp increase in executions
this year. Shah Faisal Azeem Shah was
found guilty of smuggling the drugs hid-
den in his body, the interior ministry said
in a statement reported by the official
Saudi Press Agency. Authorities carried

out the sentence against him in the capi-
tal Riyadh. The kingdom resumed execu-
t ions  last  week after  a  pause for  the
Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan
and the subsequent Eid al-Fitr holiday.

Shah’s case brings to 109 the number
of beheadings this year in the kingdom,
which rights group Amnesty International

says is one of the world’s most prolific
executioners. 

The number of Saudis and foreigners
put to death this year is up 125 percent
from 87 during the whole of 2014, accord-
ing to AFP tallies. Under the conservative
kingdom’s strict Islamic sharia legal code,
drug trafficking, rape, murder, armed rob-

bery and apostasy are all punishable by
death.  The Interior Ministry has cited
deterrence as a reason for carrying out
the latest punishment. It has also talked of
“the physical and social harm” caused by
drugs. Rights experts have raised con-
cerns about the fairness of trials in the
kingdom.— AFP 

Saudi executes Pakistani heroin smuggler

KUWAIT: On the 25th anniversary of the Iraqi brutal invasion
of Kuwait, Kuwaitis recall great men who supported them at
the time of the plight, till the country was liberated. Saudi King
Fahd bin Abdulaziz, who died on 1 August 2005, staunchly
rejected the Iraqi invasion and played a leading role to end it
and to liberate Kuwait. Since the onset of the crisis, he stressed
that “Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are one country. We live togeth-
er or die together.”

Prior to the invasion, King Fahd made intensive contacts,
consultations and diplomatic moves to contain the crisis that
the Iraqi regime then made up against Kuwait. He was seeking
a peaceful way out to maintain security in the region. To avoid
more escalation, King Fahd called for talks in Jeddah on 31
July 1990, just two days before the invasion. The meeting was
attended by Kuwait’s Crown Prince, then Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, and head of the Iraqi regime’s delegation
Izzat Al-Dori. The Saudi Monarch exerted unremitting efforts
to guarantee successful talks as he realized well that failure
would lead to grave and disastrous consequences, and just
was the case.

King Fahd utterly rejected the invasion and supported all
moves likely to lead to the liberation of Kuwait.  On August 5,
he and the late Amir His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah discussed in Jeddah next moves against the
aggression. In addition, he had round-the-clock contacts with
Arab and Muslim leaders, hoping to reach a solution, to avoid
foreign intervention. Intransigence on the side of the Iraqi
regime soon led the Kingdom to join the international coali-
tion for the liberation of Kuwait. However, King Fahd never
gave up calls to the Iraqi regime to respond to UNSC resolu-
tions for the complete withdrawal from Kuwait.

Apart from the political and military role in support of
Kuwait, the Kingdom hosted the country’s legitimate leader-
ship, as well as the political and social blocs. The Kuwaiti gov-
ernment then took to Al-Taif, west of Saudi Arabia, as an inter-
im seat. Following the liberation in February 1991, King Fahd
was among the first to offer their congratulations. On the 10th
anniversary of the death of King Fahd, Kuwaitis still recall King
Fahd’s sweet and impressive words, such as “Kuwait is in my
heart, and hearts of all Saudis.” In the meantime, the late
Monarch was so keen on uniting Arabs and Muslims, and was
the first to offer an Arab initiative for the Palestinian cause. He
died on 1 August 2005. — KUNA
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BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society yesterday launched a
new relief campaign to aid thousands of Syrian families that
have fled their troubled homeland to Lebanon. Dr Musaed Al-
Enezi, the KRCS envoy in Lebanon, said in a statement to
KUNA the campaign aims at securing necessities, sufficient for
a month, for thousands of Syrian families. He added that such
supplies were handed over to 1,000 families settling in eastern
Bekaa valley. The KRCS will continue securing humanitarian
aid to the Syrian refugees in Lebanon and other countries
neighboring their homeland, in line with guidelines of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
“the Humanitarian Leader” and the number-one supporter of
the Syrian people. The Kuwaiti society is involved in various
activities for helping the Syrians in Lebanon, such as running
makeshift hospitals in the northern city, Tripoli, and distribut-
ing food parcels to the refugees in several regions. Some 1.5
million Syrians have taken up refuge in Lebanon. — KUNA
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TEHRAN: Tens of thousands of working
mothers have been sacked in Iran since
the start  of  2014 because employers
found cheaper staff, an official said yes-
terday, warning that a new maternity pay
policy remains unfunded. The comments
highlight the financial pressures on fami-
l ies  and on the I ranian government,
despite this month’s nuclear deal with
world powers that could pave the way
for an economic rebound. An austerity
budget passed in March after a precipi-
tous drop in global oil prices has left key
Tehran ministries, including education
and oil, struggling to pay wages.

A new law enshrining nine months of
paid leave for mothers has been passed

yet there are no funds to pay its estimat-
ed 3.2 tr i l l ion rial  ($985 mil l ion) bil l ,
according to welfare bosses. “So far, not
one rial has been allocated,” Mohammad
Hassan Zeda, a deputy at Iran’s Social
Security Organization,  told the ISNA
news agency in an interview. He said
studies  showed that  f rom 145,000
women who had gone on a six-month
maternity leave in the past 18 months,
47 ,000 of  them-almost  a  th i rd-were
sacked when they tried to return. “This is
because right now due to the situation in
the job market, there are many individu-
als with higher education who are pre-
pared to work for lower salaries,” said
Zeda, noting the trend would likely wors-

en. “If maternity leave is increased to
nine months, the number of women get-
ting sacked, upon returning to work after
using maternity leave, will increase much
more.”  According to  the  Stat is t ica l
Centre of Iran, the unemployment rate
was 10.8 percent in 2014, though unoffi-
cial sources estimate the number is as
high as 20 percent. Unemployment is
particularly bad among women (19.2
percent)  and youths  (25  percent) .
Underemployment  has  a lso become
common in Iran, according to the World
Bank, with a weak labor market leaving
only 36.7 percent of the population eco-
nomically active.

Zeda said the nine-month maternity

leave term can start if the government
allocates the money, but officials are
“not al lowed to implement a law for
which no financial resources have been
provided.”  Around 160,000 working
women would be eligible for the nine-
month leave, he said. After a deep reces-
sion, Iran returned to growth of three
percent last year, partly due to limited
sanctions relief under an interim nuclear
deal between Iran and six world powers.
A final deal struck on July 14 in Vienna
stands to lift all UN, US and Europeans
sanctions imposed on Iran as punish-
ment for its disputed nuclear activities,
raising hopes of better economic and job
prospects.—AFP
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