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KUWAIT: Domestic Labor Department at the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor and police authorities in Ahmadi recently launched an inspection campaign on domestic labor recruit-
ment offices in Fahaheel. More than 68 residence violators were arrested and referred to the concerned authorities.

KUWAIT: Kuwait signed a KD5
million ($17 million) loan agree-
ment with Benin to develop the
country’s health sector, Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED)
announced yesterday. The loan
will go toward the construction of

Tchaourou regional hospital and
six other health centers. KFAED
said in a press statement that the
loan will help support and devel-
op the health sector in Benin,
especially in Tchaourou district
by providing the necessary infra-
structure as well as medical

equipment and services. The loan
agreement was signed by Benin’s
Minister of Finance Komi Koutche
and KFAED Deputy Director
General Hamad Al-Omar and
KFAED Regional Director for West
African countries Thamer Al-
Failakawi. —KUNA

Responding to comments made in the Kuwaiti press, the British
Embassy has issued the following statement: We understand the issue
of visas is an emotive issue for many Kuwaitis. The UK and Kuwait have
a close and longstanding friendship. That is why our dedicated team
work tirelessly, particularly during the summer months, to ensure visas
are processed as quickly as possible-most visas are issued within 15
working days, and where the priority fee has been paid, within five
working days. 

Efforts remain ongoing to transition to an electronic visa waiver sys-
tem for short term visitors and we hope to be able to give you more
news on this in the coming months. On the question of cost, UK visa
fees are set by the UK Treasury and Parliament. The same visa fees apply
worldwide. We believe our fees remain competitively priced especially
when one considers the entitlements which accompany each route and
when compared with international prices. 

The current fee of £85 for a six-month multiple entry visit visa, for
example, is significantly below the cost of processing this visa and
remains competitive when compared against other countries. Kuwaiti
applicants who travel to the UK frequently can choose to apply for long
term visit visas. Long term visas are a relatively rare product in the glob-
al market and offer good value for money for frequent travelers since a
long term visit visa fee is less than the cost of multiple short term visit
visas to cover the same period. In the vast majority of cases, we issue
the visa for the duration requested.
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KUWAIT: Interpellation is an MP’s
constitutional right and any criti-
cism that would contribute in
reform is welcomed, Kuwaiti
Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for
Planning and Development
Affairs Hind Al-Subeeh said late
Thursday. Al-Subaih made the

remarks to reporters on the back-
drop of reports of a grilling
motion to be presented by MP
Mohammad Tana in the next leg-
islative term. MP Tana would not
have come forward with the
motion if it was not seeking
reform, Al-Subaih noted, calling
on the lawmaker to reveal any

data or evidence on alleged cor-
ruption cases in the ministry of
social affairs. This all came during
the Minister’s attendance of a
reception held earlier at the
Moroccan embassy to commem-
orate the 16th anniversary of King
Mohammad VI ascending the
throne of his country. — KUNA
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