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Investigators ‘moving close’ 
to solving MH370 mystery

Plane debris found in Indian Ocean points to breakthrough
KUALA LUMPUR: Investigators are “mov-
ing close to solving the mystery of MH370,”
Malaysia’s deputy transport minister said
yesterday, adding that a piece of wreckage
found in the Indian Ocean has been con-
firmed as coming from a Boeing 777. “I
believe that we are moving close to solving
the mystery of MH370. This could be the
convincing evidence that MH370 went
down in the Indian Ocean,” Abdul Aziz
Kaprawi said.

He said a part number stenciled on the
piece of wreckage recovered on the Indian
Ocean island of La Reunion on Wednesday
confirms it came from a Boeing 777. The ill-
fated jet, which vanished 16 months ago
with 239 people aboard, was a Boeing 777.
Investigators believe it mysteriously divert-
ed off its flight path from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing in March of last year and later
crashed in the southern Indian Ocean.

There have been no other crashes of
that aircraft model in that part of the world.
“From the part number, it is confirmed that
it is from a Boeing 777 aircraft. This infor-
mation is from MAS (Malaysia Airlines).
They have informed me,” he said. AFP was
not immediately able to reach Malaysia
Airlines for comment. The wing component
found on the French island of La Reunion
bears the part number “657 BB”, according
to photos of the debris.  The two-meter
long piece of wreckage, known as a flaper-
on, has been sent to France for analysis.

Abdul Aziz’s remarks are the latest offi-
cial statement pointing to the increasingly
likelihood that the piece of wreckage came
from the missing Malaysia Airlines flight.
Hopes are rising fast that the part can soon
be conclusively identified in order to
resolve one of aviation’s great mysteries.
Abdul Aziz said the most definitive confir-
mation of its origin would have to come
from Boeing, saying the aircraft manufac-
turer performed modifications to the flap-
eron that would make it easy to identify.

“There have been some modifications to
internal beams in the flaperon. Only Boeing
can verify (that the flaperon came from
MH370). The modifications were done by
Boeing,” he said. “Only after they verify the
internal parts of the flaperon can they be
sure that it is from MH370.” Abdul Aziz said
a team of Malaysian investigators had
arrived in Paris and would make its way to
the city of Toulouse to help examine the
debris. Another Malaysian team was en
route to Reunion, he said, where it would
examine the remains of a piece of luggage
that was found there and any other debris
that may turn up. — AFP 

DUMA: A Palestinian toddler was burned to
death and four family members wounded in an
arson attack by suspected Jewish settlers on
two homes in the Israeli-occupied West Bank
yesterday. Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called the firebombing in Duma vil-
lage near the northern city of Nablus “an act of
terrorism in every respect” and ordered security
forces to hunt down the assailants. The attack
further stoked tensions between Israelis and
Palestinians, two days after Netanyahu contro-
versially approved 300 new settler homes in the
West Bank.

The Palestine Liberation Organization said it
held Netanyahu’s government “fully responsi-
ble” for the death of 18-month-old Ali Saad
Dawabsha, arguing it was “a direct conse-
quence of decades of impunity given by the

Israeli  government to settler terrorism”.
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas called for
an investigation by the International Criminal
Court in The Hague, while hundreds of
Palestinians protested after leaving mosques
following the main weekly prayers, with reports
of sporadic clashes.

Israeli troops shot and wounded one pro-
tester in the “lower extremities” during clashes
in the city of Hebron, the army said. Several
thousand people also took to the streets in
Duma for the funeral of the toddler, whose
body was wrapped in a Palestinian flag. The
family’s small home of brick and concrete was
blackened and gutted by fire, a Star of David
along with “revenge” and “long live the
Messiah” spray-painted in Hebrew. According to
Palestinian security officials, four assailants

believed to be settlers set the house on fire
before dawn at the entrance to the village and
scrawled the graffiti before fleeing to a nearby
Jewish settlement.

Meanwhile, President of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union (AIPU) and Speaker of
Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanim has condemned the “heinous crime”
committed by Israeli extremists who torched
the entire village of Duma, south of Nablus. In a
press statement, Al-Ghanim called on all Arab
and international governments to take swift
actions to stop the recurrent Israeli violations;
verbal condemnation is not enough, he
stressed. He added that this “crime” desecrated
all international laws and human values, calling
the International Criminal Court to prosecute
the offenders. — Agencies 

SAINT-ANDRE: An aerial view taken in Saint-Andre, on the French Reunion Island in the Indian
Ocean, shows the shore where a plane debris and a piece from a luggage were found. (Inset) A piece
of debris from a plane is pictured in Saint-Andre, Reunion Island. A 6-foot long piece of an airplane
was found off Reunion Island by people cleaning the beach. — AFP 
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