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Investigators ‘moving close’ 
to solving MH370 mystery

Plane debris found in Indian Ocean points to breakthrough
KUALA LUMPUR: Investigators are “mov-
ing close to solving the mystery of MH370,”
Malaysia’s deputy transport minister said
yesterday, adding that a piece of wreckage
found in the Indian Ocean has been con-
firmed as coming from a Boeing 777. “I
believe that we are moving close to solving
the mystery of MH370. This could be the
convincing evidence that MH370 went
down in the Indian Ocean,” Abdul Aziz
Kaprawi said.

He said a part number stenciled on the
piece of wreckage recovered on the Indian
Ocean island of La Reunion on Wednesday
confirms it came from a Boeing 777. The ill-
fated jet, which vanished 16 months ago
with 239 people aboard, was a Boeing 777.
Investigators believe it mysteriously divert-
ed off its flight path from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing in March of last year and later
crashed in the southern Indian Ocean.

There have been no other crashes of
that aircraft model in that part of the world.
“From the part number, it is confirmed that
it is from a Boeing 777 aircraft. This infor-
mation is from MAS (Malaysia Airlines).
They have informed me,” he said. AFP was
not immediately able to reach Malaysia
Airlines for comment. The wing component
found on the French island of La Reunion
bears the part number “657 BB”, according
to photos of the debris.  The two-meter
long piece of wreckage, known as a flaper-
on, has been sent to France for analysis.

Abdul Aziz’s remarks are the latest offi-
cial statement pointing to the increasingly
likelihood that the piece of wreckage came
from the missing Malaysia Airlines flight.
Hopes are rising fast that the part can soon
be conclusively identified in order to
resolve one of aviation’s great mysteries.
Abdul Aziz said the most definitive confir-
mation of its origin would have to come
from Boeing, saying the aircraft manufac-
turer performed modifications to the flap-
eron that would make it easy to identify.

“There have been some modifications to
internal beams in the flaperon. Only Boeing
can verify (that the flaperon came from
MH370). The modifications were done by
Boeing,” he said. “Only after they verify the
internal parts of the flaperon can they be
sure that it is from MH370.” Abdul Aziz said
a team of Malaysian investigators had
arrived in Paris and would make its way to
the city of Toulouse to help examine the
debris. Another Malaysian team was en
route to Reunion, he said, where it would
examine the remains of a piece of luggage
that was found there and any other debris
that may turn up. — AFP 

DUMA: A Palestinian toddler was burned to
death and four family members wounded in an
arson attack by suspected Jewish settlers on
two homes in the Israeli-occupied West Bank
yesterday. Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called the firebombing in Duma vil-
lage near the northern city of Nablus “an act of
terrorism in every respect” and ordered security
forces to hunt down the assailants. The attack
further stoked tensions between Israelis and
Palestinians, two days after Netanyahu contro-
versially approved 300 new settler homes in the
West Bank.

The Palestine Liberation Organization said it
held Netanyahu’s government “fully responsi-
ble” for the death of 18-month-old Ali Saad
Dawabsha, arguing it was “a direct conse-
quence of decades of impunity given by the

Israeli  government to settler terrorism”.
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas called for
an investigation by the International Criminal
Court in The Hague, while hundreds of
Palestinians protested after leaving mosques
following the main weekly prayers, with reports
of sporadic clashes.

Israeli troops shot and wounded one pro-
tester in the “lower extremities” during clashes
in the city of Hebron, the army said. Several
thousand people also took to the streets in
Duma for the funeral of the toddler, whose
body was wrapped in a Palestinian flag. The
family’s small home of brick and concrete was
blackened and gutted by fire, a Star of David
along with “revenge” and “long live the
Messiah” spray-painted in Hebrew. According to
Palestinian security officials, four assailants

believed to be settlers set the house on fire
before dawn at the entrance to the village and
scrawled the graffiti before fleeing to a nearby
Jewish settlement.

Meanwhile, President of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union (AIPU) and Speaker of
Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanim has condemned the “heinous crime”
committed by Israeli extremists who torched
the entire village of Duma, south of Nablus. In a
press statement, Al-Ghanim called on all Arab
and international governments to take swift
actions to stop the recurrent Israeli violations;
verbal condemnation is not enough, he
stressed. He added that this “crime” desecrated
all international laws and human values, calling
the International Criminal Court to prosecute
the offenders. — Agencies 

SAINT-ANDRE: An aerial view taken in Saint-Andre, on the French Reunion Island in the Indian
Ocean, shows the shore where a plane debris and a piece from a luggage were found. (Inset) A piece
of debris from a plane is pictured in Saint-Andre, Reunion Island. A 6-foot long piece of an airplane
was found off Reunion Island by people cleaning the beach. — AFP 

Palestinian toddler burned to 
death in ‘settler’ arson attack

Al-Ghanim condemns Israeli arson attack 
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KUWAIT: As a part of its social
responsibility,  National Bank of
Kuwait (NBK) organized a blood
donation campaign for its staff.
NBK staff voluntarily went to the
mobile blood bank unit that was
avai lable at  Arraya bui lding to
donate blood. NBK always goes
far in serving the community. The
b l o o d  d o n a t i o n  c a m p a i g n
demonstrates NBK’s lasting com-
mitment to the community and
t o  i t s  C o r p o r a t e  S o c i a l
Responsibilities Program. NBK’s
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  a  c o m m i t m e n t

towards all  patients who are in
dire need of blood and is held to
support the mobile blood bank
unit. The Blood Bank team com-
mended NBK’s initiative and its
continuous cooperation in serv-
ing the community in the philan-
thropist field.  NBK strongly sup-
p o r t s  h e a l t h  c a r e  a w a r e n e s s .
Throughout the years, NBK also
organized several annual social
awareness  programs including
dental checkups, blood pressure
tests, weight checkups and breast
cancer awareness. 

WASHINGTON: A US judge on
Thursday rejected a legal challenge
from a Guantanamo Bay detainee
who said his imprisonment was
unlawful now that President Barack
Obama has declared an end to hostil-
ities in Afghanistan. Muktar Yahya
Najee Al-Warafi, a Yemeni who was
captured in Afghanistan, has been
held since 2002 at the detention facil-
ity in Cuba for terror detainees.
Judges have upheld his detention on
grounds that he likely aided Taleban
forces, though his lawyers have con-

tended that he was simply a medic.
His latest challenge centered on

Obama administration statements
made in the last year indicating that
the war in Afghanistan had come to
an end, including a January 2015
declaration that “our combat mission
in Afghanistan is over.” His lawyers
said that those assertions made Al-
Warafi’s detention unlawful under
the Authorization for the Use of
Military Force of 2001, which provid-
ed the legal justification for the
imprisonment of foreign fighters cap-

tured on overseas battlefields. The
Supreme Court stressed in a 2004
opinion, Hamdi vs Rumsfeld, that
detention of individuals judged to be
enemy combatants was legal only as
long as “active hostilities” continue.

But US District Judge Royce
Lamberth wrote in a 14-page opinion
that the president’s statements
notwithstanding, the government
had offered “convincing evidence
that US involvement in the fighting in
Afghanistan, against Al-Qaeda and
Taleban forces alike, has not stopped”

and that Al-Warafi’s detention there-
fore remains legal. “A court cannot
look to political speeches alone to
determine factual and legal realities
merely because doing so would be
easier than looking at all the relevant
evidence,” Lamberth wrote. “The gov-
ernment may not always mean what
it says or say what it means.” 

Brian Foster, a lawyer for Al-
Warafi, said Thursday that the
judge’s opinion amounted to a “rub-
ber stamp for endless detention.” He
said he would review the opinion

and decide whether to appeal. At
least two other similar petitions
from Guantanamo Bay detainees are
pending in federal court in
Washington. One comes from Faez
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Kandari, a
Kuwaiti who was shipped to
Guantanamo following his 2001
capture after the battle of Tora Bora.
Another was filed on behalf of
Moath Hamza Ahmed Al-Alwi, a
Yemeni who was captured in
Pakistan and arrived at Guantanamo
in January 2002.— AP 

Judge rejects legal challenge from Guantanamo detainee
Kuwaiti, Yemeni battling for freedom 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of
Interior Undersecretary
of Public Affairs Maj Gen
Abdul-Fattah Al-Ali on
Thursday presided over a
meeting with senior secu-
rity officials at Al-Ahmadi
governorate. Later, Maj
Gen Al-Ali (accompanied
by security officials)
made an inspection tour
at the Chalets area in
Khairan and other parks.
Meanwhile, security oper-
atives launched an
inspection campaign in
Al-Ahmadi where more
than illegal residents
were arrested and 62 vio-
lation tickets were issued.

NBK organizes a blood donation campaign 
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Animal cruelty leads 
to illegal weapons 

KUWAIT: A youth led police to the arrest of his father, after he
posted a picture of a small bird inside the bottle of mineral water
on social media next to a weapon for sale. Police obtained a war-
rant and stormed the house in Shaab where they found two shot-
guns. The youth said the guns are his father’s who lives in
Mubarak Al-Kabeer. His house in turn was raided and two more
machine guns were found along with two more shotguns. The
bird was freed, while the youth and his father were arrested.

Unlicensed medicines
Money crimes department launched a campaign that resulted
in the arrest of 31 persons (citizens, stateless and expats) for
promoting unlicensed medicines through social media.
Several ads were monitored, and the authorities placed orders
to buy drugs, resulting in the arrest of the 31 where they were
sent to concerned authorities. Investigations showed the
items were smuggled into the country.

Crime
R e p o r t

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health
offers not only medical treatment
to patients but also contributes to
educating the public on healthy
life-style and behaviors and acts -
such as encouraging mothers to
feed their babies with natural milk.
Breast-feeding is much more nour-
ishing for  the infants  than the
processed and manufactured milk,
said Dr Mona Al-Al-Semaiee, the
MoH’s coordinator of breastfeeding
promotion programs, in an inter-

view with KUNA.  
Newly-born who feed on their

mothers’ milk in the first six month
of growth are likely to be immune
from health difficulties such as obe-
sity, over-weight and some diseases
namely diabetes,  therefore,  the
State of Kuwait relentlessly seeks to
implement plans aimed at encour-
aging the babies’ natural nourish-
ment and contain marketing of
alternative and processed food for
the babies. In November 1997, a

special committee was formed to
encourage breastfeeding and
implement an initiative, called “the
hospital is the baby’s friend.” An
implementat ion blueprint  was
worked out in 1998. 

Booklets were published and
given to health centers and hospi-
tals  about measures to protect
breastfeeding women. The initia-
tive was also launched in the coun-
try’s other hospitals, however, Al-
Addan Hospital alone has been in

the lead,  with staff  t ra ining on
encouraging mothers on breast-
feeding reaching 100 percent. Up
t o  8 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s
received training on motherhood
medicine. Moreover, breastfeeding
clinics were established at hospi-
tals in Al-Farwaniyah, Al-Jahraa,
Hawally and Al-Assima. Most of the
h e a l t h  c l i n i c s ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n
breastfeeding and related illness-
es, are run by international con-
sultants. — KUNA

Kuwait encourages babies’ natural feeding

Drug arrests 
Three citizens were arrested in two separate cases for possessing
illegal drugs. The first suspect had five containers of “chemical”
and the other two had an envelope of heroin and one shabu
besides 100 pills of amph. A security source said a patrol in
Fahaheel suspected a person in the late hour of the night and
when he was stopped, he seemed worried, so he was searched
and five containers of the illegal drug “chemical” were found on
him. The other two were also stopped and searched and the hero-
in, shabu and amph were found on them. All suspects were sent
to Drugs Control General Department.

In another story, Ahmadi police arrested a citizen in his 50s in a
public parking in Abu Halaifa, where they found 26 narcotic injec-
tions and an envelope containing brown material on him. He was
also found to be wanted to serve a three-year jail sentence on a
felony case. In another incident, an Egyptian expat was sent to
public prosecution for possessing and trading in drugs. The
unemployed Egyptian was arrested when he sold 1000 Tramadon
pills and he had 40,000 pills with him. The Egyptian said he gets
the pills from another man who is being sought by police.

Dead body found
The body of an expatriate who was dead before paramedics
arrived to his residence was recovered by the coroner.
Paramedics responded to a call about someone unconscious,
but when they arrived to his house, the man who was listening
to the Holy Quran, was already dead.

Salmiya apartment robberies
Hawally detectives arrested three Turkish women for stealing
from apartments in Salmiya, and they are being questioned. A
security source said that there were several thefts in Salmiya and
the thieves broke into the houses the same way. The Turkish
women entered the country with visit visas. - Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa.

Interior hunts for unlicensed 
weapons; suspects detained

KUWAIT: Acting Interior Assistant
Undersecretary for Criminal Security
Major  General  Mahmoud Al-
Tabbakh said the national campaign
to col lect  unl icensed weapon is
moving steadily towards success
and achieving its goals. He said the
Inter ior  Ministry  leadership has
placed all facilities for the second
stage to complete their mission in
this regard, adding that when it is
concerning the country’s security
and safety of its citizens, then deci-
siveness is the only way to confront
any violation. Al-Tabbakh asked citi-
zens and expats to cooperate with
the weapons detectives department
and warned against getting rid of
weapons and ammunition by throw-
ing it in open areas, containers or

streets so they do not get picked up
by outlaws and ex-convicts.

Meanwhile, Director General of
Weapons Detectives Department
Maj General Farraj Al-Zubi said that
a cit izen was arrested as he was
offering weapons on a social media
site, and he confessed to having an
unlicensed weapon. When his house
was searched, one licensed and one

unlicensed shotguns were found
along with other  ammunit ions.
Another person was arrested - and
several weapons and a large quanti-
ty of ammunitions were found in his
house.  Two other  persons were
arrested after pistols and rounds
were found in their houses. All sus-
pects  were sent  to  concerned
authorities.



L O C A L
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1  , 2015

KUWAIT: Domestic Labor Department at the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor and police authorities in Ahmadi recently launched an inspection campaign on domestic labor recruit-
ment offices in Fahaheel. More than 68 residence violators were arrested and referred to the concerned authorities.

KUWAIT: Kuwait signed a KD5
million ($17 million) loan agree-
ment with Benin to develop the
country’s health sector, Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED)
announced yesterday. The loan
will go toward the construction of

Tchaourou regional hospital and
six other health centers. KFAED
said in a press statement that the
loan will help support and devel-
op the health sector in Benin,
especially in Tchaourou district
by providing the necessary infra-
structure as well as medical

equipment and services. The loan
agreement was signed by Benin’s
Minister of Finance Komi Koutche
and KFAED Deputy Director
General Hamad Al-Omar and
KFAED Regional Director for West
African countries Thamer Al-
Failakawi. —KUNA

Responding to comments made in the Kuwaiti press, the British
Embassy has issued the following statement: We understand the issue
of visas is an emotive issue for many Kuwaitis. The UK and Kuwait have
a close and longstanding friendship. That is why our dedicated team
work tirelessly, particularly during the summer months, to ensure visas
are processed as quickly as possible-most visas are issued within 15
working days, and where the priority fee has been paid, within five
working days. 

Efforts remain ongoing to transition to an electronic visa waiver sys-
tem for short term visitors and we hope to be able to give you more
news on this in the coming months. On the question of cost, UK visa
fees are set by the UK Treasury and Parliament. The same visa fees apply
worldwide. We believe our fees remain competitively priced especially
when one considers the entitlements which accompany each route and
when compared with international prices. 

The current fee of £85 for a six-month multiple entry visit visa, for
example, is significantly below the cost of processing this visa and
remains competitive when compared against other countries. Kuwaiti
applicants who travel to the UK frequently can choose to apply for long
term visit visas. Long term visas are a relatively rare product in the glob-
al market and offer good value for money for frequent travelers since a
long term visit visa fee is less than the cost of multiple short term visit
visas to cover the same period. In the vast majority of cases, we issue
the visa for the duration requested.

Message from British 
Embassy  - over visas

Kuwait offers KD5 million loan to 
Benin to develop health sector

KUWAIT: Interpellation is an MP’s
constitutional right and any criti-
cism that would contribute in
reform is welcomed, Kuwaiti
Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for
Planning and Development
Affairs Hind Al-Subeeh said late
Thursday. Al-Subaih made the

remarks to reporters on the back-
drop of reports of a grilling
motion to be presented by MP
Mohammad Tana in the next leg-
islative term. MP Tana would not
have come forward with the
motion if it was not seeking
reform, Al-Subaih noted, calling
on the lawmaker to reveal any

data or evidence on alleged cor-
ruption cases in the ministry of
social affairs. This all came during
the Minister’s attendance of a
reception held earlier at the
Moroccan embassy to commem-
orate the 16th anniversary of King
Mohammad VI ascending the
throne of his country. — KUNA

Interpellation is MP’s
‘constitutional right’
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday behead-
ed a convicted Pakistani heroin trafficker,
adding to a sharp increase in executions
this year. Shah Faisal Azeem Shah was
found guilty of smuggling the drugs hid-
den in his body, the interior ministry said
in a statement reported by the official
Saudi Press Agency. Authorities carried

out the sentence against him in the capi-
tal Riyadh. The kingdom resumed execu-
t ions  last  week after  a  pause for  the
Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan
and the subsequent Eid al-Fitr holiday.

Shah’s case brings to 109 the number
of beheadings this year in the kingdom,
which rights group Amnesty International

says is one of the world’s most prolific
executioners. 

The number of Saudis and foreigners
put to death this year is up 125 percent
from 87 during the whole of 2014, accord-
ing to AFP tallies. Under the conservative
kingdom’s strict Islamic sharia legal code,
drug trafficking, rape, murder, armed rob-

bery and apostasy are all punishable by
death.  The Interior Ministry has cited
deterrence as a reason for carrying out
the latest punishment. It has also talked of
“the physical and social harm” caused by
drugs. Rights experts have raised con-
cerns about the fairness of trials in the
kingdom.— AFP 

Saudi executes Pakistani heroin smuggler

KUWAIT: On the 25th anniversary of the Iraqi brutal invasion
of Kuwait, Kuwaitis recall great men who supported them at
the time of the plight, till the country was liberated. Saudi King
Fahd bin Abdulaziz, who died on 1 August 2005, staunchly
rejected the Iraqi invasion and played a leading role to end it
and to liberate Kuwait. Since the onset of the crisis, he stressed
that “Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are one country. We live togeth-
er or die together.”

Prior to the invasion, King Fahd made intensive contacts,
consultations and diplomatic moves to contain the crisis that
the Iraqi regime then made up against Kuwait. He was seeking
a peaceful way out to maintain security in the region. To avoid
more escalation, King Fahd called for talks in Jeddah on 31
July 1990, just two days before the invasion. The meeting was
attended by Kuwait’s Crown Prince, then Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, and head of the Iraqi regime’s delegation
Izzat Al-Dori. The Saudi Monarch exerted unremitting efforts
to guarantee successful talks as he realized well that failure
would lead to grave and disastrous consequences, and just
was the case.

King Fahd utterly rejected the invasion and supported all
moves likely to lead to the liberation of Kuwait.  On August 5,
he and the late Amir His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah discussed in Jeddah next moves against the
aggression. In addition, he had round-the-clock contacts with
Arab and Muslim leaders, hoping to reach a solution, to avoid
foreign intervention. Intransigence on the side of the Iraqi
regime soon led the Kingdom to join the international coali-
tion for the liberation of Kuwait. However, King Fahd never
gave up calls to the Iraqi regime to respond to UNSC resolu-
tions for the complete withdrawal from Kuwait.

Apart from the political and military role in support of
Kuwait, the Kingdom hosted the country’s legitimate leader-
ship, as well as the political and social blocs. The Kuwaiti gov-
ernment then took to Al-Taif, west of Saudi Arabia, as an inter-
im seat. Following the liberation in February 1991, King Fahd
was among the first to offer their congratulations. On the 10th
anniversary of the death of King Fahd, Kuwaitis still recall King
Fahd’s sweet and impressive words, such as “Kuwait is in my
heart, and hearts of all Saudis.” In the meantime, the late
Monarch was so keen on uniting Arabs and Muslims, and was
the first to offer an Arab initiative for the Palestinian cause. He
died on 1 August 2005. — KUNA

Kuwaitis recall late Saudi
King Fahd 10 years later

The late Saudi King Fahd bin Abdulaziz

BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society yesterday launched a
new relief campaign to aid thousands of Syrian families that
have fled their troubled homeland to Lebanon. Dr Musaed Al-
Enezi, the KRCS envoy in Lebanon, said in a statement to
KUNA the campaign aims at securing necessities, sufficient for
a month, for thousands of Syrian families. He added that such
supplies were handed over to 1,000 families settling in eastern
Bekaa valley. The KRCS will continue securing humanitarian
aid to the Syrian refugees in Lebanon and other countries
neighboring their homeland, in line with guidelines of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
“the Humanitarian Leader” and the number-one supporter of
the Syrian people. The Kuwaiti society is involved in various
activities for helping the Syrians in Lebanon, such as running
makeshift hospitals in the northern city, Tripoli, and distribut-
ing food parcels to the refugees in several regions. Some 1.5
million Syrians have taken up refuge in Lebanon. — KUNA

Kuwait launches
new aid campaign

for refugees 

TEHRAN: Tens of thousands of working
mothers have been sacked in Iran since
the start  of  2014 because employers
found cheaper staff, an official said yes-
terday, warning that a new maternity pay
policy remains unfunded. The comments
highlight the financial pressures on fami-
l ies  and on the I ranian government,
despite this month’s nuclear deal with
world powers that could pave the way
for an economic rebound. An austerity
budget passed in March after a precipi-
tous drop in global oil prices has left key
Tehran ministries, including education
and oil, struggling to pay wages.

A new law enshrining nine months of
paid leave for mothers has been passed

yet there are no funds to pay its estimat-
ed 3.2 tr i l l ion rial  ($985 mil l ion) bil l ,
according to welfare bosses. “So far, not
one rial has been allocated,” Mohammad
Hassan Zeda, a deputy at Iran’s Social
Security Organization,  told the ISNA
news agency in an interview. He said
studies  showed that  f rom 145,000
women who had gone on a six-month
maternity leave in the past 18 months,
47 ,000 of  them-almost  a  th i rd-were
sacked when they tried to return. “This is
because right now due to the situation in
the job market, there are many individu-
als with higher education who are pre-
pared to work for lower salaries,” said
Zeda, noting the trend would likely wors-

en. “If maternity leave is increased to
nine months, the number of women get-
ting sacked, upon returning to work after
using maternity leave, will increase much
more.”  According to  the  Stat is t ica l
Centre of Iran, the unemployment rate
was 10.8 percent in 2014, though unoffi-
cial sources estimate the number is as
high as 20 percent. Unemployment is
particularly bad among women (19.2
percent)  and youths  (25  percent) .
Underemployment  has  a lso become
common in Iran, according to the World
Bank, with a weak labor market leaving
only 36.7 percent of the population eco-
nomically active.

Zeda said the nine-month maternity

leave term can start if the government
allocates the money, but officials are
“not al lowed to implement a law for
which no financial resources have been
provided.”  Around 160,000 working
women would be eligible for the nine-
month leave, he said. After a deep reces-
sion, Iran returned to growth of three
percent last year, partly due to limited
sanctions relief under an interim nuclear
deal between Iran and six world powers.
A final deal struck on July 14 in Vienna
stands to lift all UN, US and Europeans
sanctions imposed on Iran as punish-
ment for its disputed nuclear activities,
raising hopes of better economic and job
prospects.—AFP

Iran’s working mums face sack after maternity leave
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Taleban power transition 
raises hopes for peace

French foil 1,000 bids 
to cross via Channel

Despite bombing, IS no weaker than a year ago
TIKRIT: In this Sunday, March 15, 2015, file photo, young Shiite volunteer militia members prepare to attack Islamic State fighters.  — AP 

WASHINGTON: After billions of dollars spent and
more than 10,000 extremist fighters killed, the
Islamic State group is fundamentally no weaker than
it was when the US-led bombing campaign began a
year ago, American intelligence agencies have con-
cluded.

The military campaign has prevented Iraq’s col-
lapse and put the Islamic State under increasing
pressure in northern Syria, particularly squeezing its
self-proclaimed capital in Raqqa. But intelligence
analysts see the overall situation as a strategic stale-
mate: The Islamic State remains a well-funded
extremist army able to replenish its ranks with for-
eign jihadis as quickly as the US can eliminate them.
Meanwhile, the group has expanded to other coun-
tries, including Libya, Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula and
Afghanistan.

The assessments by the CIA, the Defense
Intelligence Agency and others appear to contradict
the optimistic line taken by the Obama administra-
tion’s special envoy, retired Gen. John Allen, who
told a forum in Aspen, Colorado, last week that “ISIS
is losing” in Iraq and Syria. 

The intelligence was described by officials who
would not be named because they were not author-
ized to discuss it publicly. “We’ve seen no meaning-
ful degradation in their numbers,” a defense official
said, citing intelligence estimates that put the
group’s total strength at between 20,000 and

30,000, the same estimate as last August when the
airstrikes began.

Complex attacks 
The Islamic State’s staying power also raises ques-

tions about the administration’s approach to the
threat that the group poses to the US and its allies.
Although officials do not believe it is planning com-
plex attacks on the West from its territory, the group’s
call to Western Muslims to kill at home has become a
serious problem, FBI Director James Comey and other
officials say. Yet under the Obama administration’s
campaign of bombing and training, which prohibits
American troops from accompanying fighters into
combat or directing air strikes from the ground, it
could take a decade to drive the Islamic State from its
safe havens, analysts say. The administration is
adamant that it will commit no US ground troops to
the fight despite calls from some in Congress to do so.

The US-led coalition and its Syrian and Kurdish
allies on the ground have made some inroads. The
Islamic State has lost 9.4 percent of its territory in the
first six months of 2015, according to an analysis by
the conflict monitoring group IHS. And the military
campaign has arrested the sense of momentum and
inevitability created by the group’s stunning
advances last year, leaving the combination of Sunni
religious extremists and former Saddam Hussein loy-
alists unable to grow its forces or continue its surge.

“In Raqqa, they are being slowly strangled,” said
an activist who fled Raqqa earlier this year and spoke
on condition of anonymity to protect relatives and
friends who remain there. “There is no longer a feel-
ing that Raqqa is a safe haven for the group.”

A Delta Force raid in Syria that killed Islamic State
financier Abu Sayyaf in May also has resulted in a well
of intelligence about the group’s structure and
finances, US officials say. His wife, held in Iraq, has
been cooperating with interrogators. Syrian Kurdish
fighters and their allies have wrested most of the
northern Syria border from the Islamic State group. In
June, the US-backed alliance captured the border
town of Tal Abyad, which for more than a year had
been the militants’ most vital direct supply route from
Turkey. The Kurds also took the town of Ein Issa, a hub
for IS movements and supply lines only 35 miles north
of Raqqa. As a result, the militants have had to take a
more circuitous smuggling path through a stretch of
about 60 miles they still control along the Turkish bor-
der. A plan announced this week for a US-Turkish
“safe zone” envisages driving the Islamic State group
out of those areas as well, using Syrian rebels backed
by airstrikes.

Hampered by strikes 
In Raqqa, US coalition bombs pound the group’s

positions and target its leaders with increasing regu-
larity. The militants’ movements have been hampered

by strikes against bridges, and some fighters are
sending their families away to safer ground.

In early July, a wave of strikes in 24 hours
destroyed 18 overpasses and a number of roads used
by the group in and around Raqqa. Reflecting IS
unease, the group has taken exceptional measures
against residents of Raqqa the past two weeks,
activists say. It has moved to shut down private
Internet access for residents, arrested suspected spies
and set up security cameras in the streets. Patrols by
its “morals police” have decreased because fighters
are needed on the front lines, the activists say. But
American intelligence officials and other experts say
that in the big picture, the Islamic State is hanging
tough. “The pressure on Raqqa is significant, and it’s
an important thing to watch, but looking at the over-
all picture, ISIS is mostly in the same place,” said
Harleen Gambhir, a counterterrorism analyst at
Institute for the Study of War, a Washington think
tank. “Overall ISIS still retains the ability to plan and
execute phased conventional military campaigns and
terrorist attacks.” In Iraq, the Islamic State’s seizure of
the strategically important provincial capital of
Ramadi has so far stood. Although US officials have
said it is crucial that the government in Baghdad win
back disaffected Sunnis, there is little sign of that hap-
pening. American-led efforts to train Syrian rebels to
fight the Islamic State have produced a grand total of
60 vetted fighters. —AP

US led bombing campaign has changed nothing
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NATO agrees on 
support for Iraq

BRUSSELS: NATO allies agreed yesterday on a package of measures to
help strengthen Iraqi security and defense forces, including in the fields
of military training, demining and countering improvised explosive
devices. NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said the aid program,
approved by the alliance’s 28 member nations, is designed to help Iraq
by providing support in areas where NATO “is best placed to add value.”

Independent analysts said beefing up Iraqi defense capabilities
would also contribute to stabilizing the southern border of Turkey, a
NATO member, and boost the military campaign being waged by a US-
led coalition to defeat the Islamic State group.

On Tuesday, NATO ambassadors held an emergency meeting at
Turkey’s request on the threat posed by IS and the countermeasures
Turkey has been taking in response. Bruno Lete, senior program officer
for foreign and security policy at the German Marshall Fund, a Brussels
think tank, said the meeting “encouraged NATO to think more seriously
about its strategy south” toward IS and other radical Muslim groups
active in Iraq, Syria and much of North Africa.

Until then, Lete said, NATO strategy sessions mostly focused on the
perceived threat to the east: Russia. In a statement, Stoltenberg said the
new Iraqi assistance program had been developed at Iraq’s request, and
in close consultation with Iraqi authorities. He said NATO plans to help
Iraq in seven priority areas, including advising on security sector reforms,
disposal of explosive ordnance, civil military planning, cyberdefense, mil-
itary medicine and civil emergency planning. Stoltenberg said NATO
and Iraqi experts will work out details of future training programs, which
will be held in Turkey and Jordan. The NATO support package, he said, is
designed to complement efforts of the US-led coalition against IS, as
well as individual NATO allies, the European Union and the UN.— AP 

ISTANBUL: Two more Turkish police were killed
yesterday in an attack blamed on Kurdish mili-
tants as tensions in the country boiled over
amid the military’s cross-border bombing cam-
paign against extremists in Syria and Iraq.
Ankara has launced a two-pronged anti-terror
offensive against Islamic State (IS) jihadists in
Syria and Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) mili-
tants at their bases in northern Iraq after a wave
of deadly attacks in the country. But so far air
strikes had targeted mainly the PKK, which itself
is bitterly opposed to IS, raising tensions in
Turkey with its Kurdish minority.

Deadly attacks on the security forces
blamed on the PKK have become a daily event,
raising fears of a return to the dark days at the
peak of its separatist insurgency in the 1990s. In
the latest violence, two Turkish police were
killed in a gun attack on a police headquarters
in the southern region of Adana. Suspected PKK

gunmen fired on police headquarters in the city
of Pozanti, sparking clashes which left two
police as well as two militants dead, the
Anatolia news agency said. According to an AFP
tally, at least 13 members of the security forces
have been killed in attacks blamed on the PKK
since the current crisis erupted last week. One
worker from Turkey’s railways monopoly was
killed and one other person injured in a gun
attack Thursday evening by suspected PKK mili-
tants in the Sarikamis district of the Kars region
in eastern Turkey, reports said. 

They had been repairing damage from a
non fatal bomb attack on the line blamed on
the PKK the day earlier. Some 30 Turkish F-16
planes had Thursday launched a new wave of
strikes against PKK targets in northern Iraq and
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu indicated
there were no plans to wind down the cam-
paign. “The operations will continue until

weapons are laid down, armed groups leave
Turkey and Daesh stops being a threat in Syria,”
Davutoglu said, using an Arabic acronym for IS.
The army meanwhile issued a statement to
express its thanks after “many” Turkish citizens
applied to join the armed forces to “fight terror-
ism”.

Both HDP leaders probed
The first shots were also fired in what may

prove a long-running legal process against pro-
Kurdish political forces, with prosecutors
announcing probes against the both co-leaders
of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party
(HDP). Its charismatic male co-leader Selahattin
Demirtas is accused of inciting people to take
up arms during October 2014 protests that left
dozens dead, Anatolia said. If the case comes to
court, he could face up to 24 years in jail, it
added.— AFP

‘PKK attack’ kills two police 
as tensions boil in Turkey

Attacks pinned on Kurds, raising fear of dark days   

ANKARA: The father of late Turkish soldier Hamza Yildirim (2nd left) reacts in front of his son’s flag-draped
coffin during his funeral ceremony at Kocatepe Mosque. — AFP  

NEW DELHI: Two Indian teachers who
were detained in an area of Libya that the
Islamic State group claims to control have
been released but two of their colleagues
are still being held, the New Delhi govern-
ment said yesterday.

India’s foreign ministry said it was able
to “secure the release” of the two after the
group was detained at a checkpoint around
30 miles Sirte late Thursday and taken to
the southern coastal city. The teachers, who
had been working at Sirte university, were
heading for Tripoli where they intended to
catch a flight out of the country. “I am hap-
py we have been able to secure the release
of Lakshmikant and Vijay Kumar. Trying for
(the) other two,” Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj posted on Twitter, without giving
any other details. 

Earlier this year IS overran the airport in
Sirte-the hometown of slain dictator

Moamer Kadhafi-in the jihadist group’s first
such military gain in Libya. They have since
claimed to control the whole of the city.
Ministry spokesman Vikas Swarup said the
Indian mission in Tripoli “came to know that
four Indian nationals who were returning to
India, via Tripoli and Tunis, were detained at
a checkpoint” around 11 pm Thursday. 

“We are in regular touch with the fami-
lies concerned and all efforts are being
made to ensure (their) well-being and ear-
ly release,” Swarup told journalists earlier
yesterday in New Delhi. Indian media
reported that the IS group may be holding
the teachers. A senior ministry official said
no individual or group had yet tried to
make contact or issue a ransom demand.
Earlier this month India advised its citizens
to “use all available means for exiting
Libya”, saying the security situation was
deteriorating. — AFP 

HYDERABAD: A relative holds up a photograph of Indian national,
Balaram, who is thought to have been abducted in Libya, at his resi-
dence. — AFP  

Two of four Indians held in Libya released

Al-Qaeda attacks 
US-trained rebels

BEIRUT: Al-Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate Al-Nusra Front launched an offen-
sive yesterday on the headquarters of a new US-formed rebel group
in the country’s north, leaving at least 11 dead, a monitor said.  The
attack came one day after the Al-Nusra kidnapped eight rebels from
Division 30, who had been trained and equipped by Washington,
said the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitoring group. 

“Al-Nusra attacked at dawn the headquarters of Division 30, near
the town of Azaz in the northern province of Aleppo,” the Britain-
based Observatory said. Clashes broke out after the assault killing
five Al-Nusra fighters and allied militants as well as six rebels who
were defending Division 30, said Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman. He said Al-Nusra launched the attack to size weapons “giv-
en by Washington to the rebels” but that it was unable to enter the
base as clashes were still underway.  At least 54 members of Division
30 entered Syria in mid-July, equipped with 30 American-made all-
terrain vehicles, arms, and ammunition. Eight of them, including a
commander, were kidnapped on Thursday by Al-Nusra in a village in
Aleppo province, the Observatory said. On its Facebook page, the
Division denounced the kidnapping of Colonel Nadim Hassan and
his companions, demanding “the brothers of Al-Nusra Front to liber-
ate them immediately”. —AFP 
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ISMAELIA: The International Chamber of
Shipping (ICS) has commended the New
Suez Canal during a site visit yesterday in
Ismailia. With just one week until the
inauguration, a committee consisting of
the industry’s top governing bodies
toured the canal in order to assess its
readiness for international navigation. 

“The impression we’re taking away is
this is a huge undertaking and it has
been completed in a time which is
frankly astonishing,” said Peter
Hinchcliffe of the ICS.  “It’s very pleasing

to see that preparations are in place for
the grand opening on August 6. More
than that, I think what I will take away
today is the desire to continue our dia-
logue [with the Suez Canal Authority]
into the future. That is very important for
us because we are representing the cus-
tomers who will be using the canal in the
coming years,” he continued.

The committee was greeted by
Admiral Mohab Mameesh, Chairman of
the Suez Canal Authority - owners of the
New Suez Canal project - who welcomed

its members to the simulation building
on site in Ismailia, as well as accompa-
nied them on a tour of the entire length
of the new waterway.

“We are sending the world a message
through the New Suez Canal,” said the
Admiral in a subsequent press confer-
ence. “By reducing transit time your food
will come faster, your medicine will
come faster, your fuel will come faster,
and your spare parts will come faster.”
He claimed the estimated cost of dig-
ging for the project was US$4 billion, as
well as an additional US$4 billion spent
on the construction of six new tunnels.
Official figures are to be released soon.
“This is Egypt’s gift to the world. We
promised, and we delivered,” he said.
“President [Abdel Fatteh Al] Sisi will
announce on August 6 that the canal is
fully operational.”

Hinchcliffe reiterated the importance
of the New Suez Canal, claiming the
shipping industry delivers 90 percent of
world trade - which is predicted to grow
three percent year-on-year. He later
thanked the Suez Canal Authority for its
hospitality. The committee was made up
of delegates from Lloyds Register,
International Group, Baltic Exchange,
Intertanko, Japan and Egypt. The
endorsement of the canal provided the
icing on the cake prior to the official
inauguration on August 6.

Houthis suffer more
setbacks near Aden

ADEN/SANAA: Southern Yemeni fighters backed by
a Saudi-led air coalition took more territory from
Houthi militiamen yesterday, expanding their control
around the port city of Aden, sources in the southern
force said. The Southern Resistance retook much of
Aden this month, supported by air strikes waged
since late March by Saudi Arabia and its regional
allies who are trying to end Houthi control over much
of the country and return president Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi from exile.

The resistance, an alliance of southern groups
including secessionists seeking an independent
south Yemen and army units loyal to Hadi, won full
control of Houta town, capital of Lahej province
north of Aden, in heavy clashes, the sources said.
They reported 14 Houthis were killed and 40 cap-
tured. Southern fighters and pro-Hadi army units also
drove Houthi fighters from Lowdar town in southern
Abyan province and captured a number of Houthi
fighters, they said.

Car bombing
In a separate incident, nine soldiers were killed

and 30 wounded in a car bombing at an army base by
suspected Islamist militants in southern Hadramout
province, local officials said. Yemen’s war is rooted in
political strains that spread across the Arabian
Peninsula country last year, when the Houthis seized
the capital Sanaa and pushed aside Hadi, an ally of
the United States and Saudi Arabia, who fled to
Riyadh.

The Houthis, who are from Yemen’s far north and
belong to the Zaydi sect of Shi’ite Islam, later took
more territory south and east of the capital, saying
they were winning a revolution against Sunni mili-
tants and corrupt officials. The coalition said on
Thursday said it aimed first to help bring Yemen’s
government back from exile to Aden and then return
it  to Sanaa i f  possible via peace talks with the
Houthis.

But if the Iranian-allied Houthis did not eventually
agree to quit Sanaa, the government would have the
right to “get them out” by force, coalition spokesman
Brigadier General Ahmed Asseri said in an interview
with Reuters. Senior members of Yemen’s administra-
tion in exile flew to Aden on July 16 to make prepara-
tions for the government’s return there, four months
after it was pushed out by Houthi forces.

Asseri said the Houthis ought to implement UN
Security Council Resolution 2216, which calls for the
Zaydi Shi’ite movement to withdraw from cities
under their control, return seized arms and allow
Hadi to return from his Riyadh exile. The Houthis
have rejected that resolution. After months of conflict
much of the country is suffering severe shortages of
fuel, water, food and medicine. UN aid chief Stephen
O’Brien on July 28 said health facilities in Yemen
reported more than 4,000 people had been killed and
some 19,800 wounded in the war. — Reuters 

International Chamber of Shipping
lauds ‘astonishing’ New Suez Canal

JERUSALEM: The ultra-Orthodox
Jew accused of stabbing six people
at a Gay Pride march in Jerusalem
just weeks after his release from jail
for a similar attack lashed out in
Israeli court yesterday, local media
reported.

“ I  do not  accept  this  court ’s
authority,” said a defiant Yishai
Shlissel, representing himself at a
hearing. “This court is part of the
mechanism of evil,” Haaretz news-

paper’s website quoted him as say-
ing. “I have no interest in cooperat-
ing at all. I do not recognise any of
the regime’s institutions.” Police
said the suspect’s detention was
extended for 12 days while investi-
gations continue into Thursday
night’s attack in which a man in
ultra-Orthodox garb stormed the
parade with a knife.

The suspect was quickly arrested
amid pandemonium in Jerusalem’s

city centre, but the parade and its
hundreds of  marchers  pushed
ahead defiantly, even with blood
on the road. A 17-year-old woman
was reported in serious condition
while a 26-year-old man was sta-
ble, Haaretz said. Four others had
light to moderate injuries.

Shlissel was released from jail
t h r e e  w e e k s  a g o  a f t e r  h a v i n g
s e r v e d  a  1 0 - y e a r  s e n t e n c e  f o r
wounding three marchers in an

attack on a Gay Pride parade in
2005. Media reported that Shlissel
h a d  p o s t e d  a  l e t t e r  o n  t h e
Internet speaking of the “abomi-
n a t i o n ”  o f  a  G a y  P r i d e  p a r a d e
b e i n g  h e l d  i n  t h e  H o l y  C i t y .
Television also broadcast extracts
of  an interv iew he was  sa id  to
have given to a radio station earli-
er  this  month in which he said
“the fight continues against those
who defile” God. — AFP

Jerusalem Gay Pride attack suspect lashes out in court



CALAIS: French police said they had prevented
more than 1,000 desperate attempts by
migrants to get into Britain via the Channel
Tunnel yesterday, as London readied emer-
gency talks on the crisis. “More than 1,000
attempts were thwarted last night, with around
30 arrests,” the source said, adding there were
no reports of migrants injured in their bid to
enter the undersea tunnel linking France and
Britain.

Police reinforcements appeared to be hav-
ing an impact, as the number of nightly
attempts to penetrate the Eurotunnel premises
has roughly halved since its peak at the begin-
ning of the week. France has sent 120 addition-
al police officers to the northern port city of
Calais to stem the crisis, as the number of
deaths since June reached 10.

One man died in the early hours of
Wednesday, apparently crushed by a lorry as
he tried to make it into the tunnel. A
spokesman for Eurotunnel said there had been
“much less disruption” since the reinforce-
ments arrived to bolster the 300-strong police
contingent already stationed in the city.

At least four coaches of riot police were yes-
terday morning guarding the entrance to the

tunnel, where the situation was calm. A police
source said that, while the reinforcements had
helped, “the pressure of the migrants is still
there” and the “situation remains difficult to
deal with.” However, this source said there had
been far fewer migrants managing to get onto
the Eurotunnel platforms and get on the train
shuttles going to England.

During the night, an AFP journalist saw
waves of people descend onto the railways on
foot close to the Eurotunnel site only to be halt-
ed by police. At least a dozen more made it
past the cordon, but ran straight into a second
line of officers waiting a hundred metres (330
feet) further down the line.  Around 3,000 peo-
ple from countries including Syria and Eritrea
are camping out in the northern French port of
Calais and trying to cross into Britain illegally by
clambering on board lorries and trains.

‘Swarm of people’    
The crisis has become a hot political issue

on both sides of the Channel and British Prime
Minister David Cameron was to hold a meeting
of his government’s COBRA emergency com-
mittee yesterday on the crisis. Cameron has
come under fire for controversial comments on

the crisis that has dominated British media all
week, with furious truck drivers blocked on the
English side of the channel.

Speaking on a visit to Vietnam, Cameron
referred to a “swarm of people” wanting to
come to his country to seek better lives and
find employment. Cameron’s comments
earned him criticism from acting opposition
Labor Party leader Harriet Harman, who said
Cameron should “remember he is talking
about people, not insects”. 

The Refugee Council, a leading British chari-
ty which works with asylum seekers, said it was
“awful, dehumanizing language from a world
leader”. London has pledged £7 million (10 mil-
lion Euros, $11 million) to improve fencing
around the Eurotunnel rail terminal at
Coquelles, northern France. Britain’s Ministry of
Defense is also considering freeing up some of
its land to become temporary lorry parks to
help reduce long queues on the motorway in
Kent, southern England, due to delays, accord-
ing to British newspapers The Times and The
Daily Telegraph. This is not enough for some
tabloid newspapers, however. The Daily Mail
urged Cameron to “send in the army” to deal
with the migrants earlier this week. — AFP 
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KIEV: Ukraine’s highest court yesterday
allowed parliament to vote on Western-
backed constitutional amendments aimed at
stemming daily bloodshed by giving pro-
Russian insurgents partial autonomy in the
separatist east. The idea of granting limited
self-rule to rebellious parts of Ukraine’s
industrial war zone for three years has struck
a note of disquiet among many lawmakers
and much of the Kiev media.

But it was inscribed in a truce deal that
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko and
Russia’s Vladimir Putin signed off on in
February in the Belarussian capital Minsk.
Parliament voted by an overwhelming

majority on July 16 to ask Ukraine’s constitu-
tional court to rule whether such changes to
the basic law were legal. The former Soviet
country’s justice Vasyl Brintsev concluded
without reservations that it was.

The idea of militia-run regions holding
their own elections and setting up separate
police forces “do not break or limit the rights
and freedoms of (Ukrainian) people and citi-
zens,” Brintsev said in the decision. The self-
rule clause is part of a broader “decentraliza-
tion” proposal that should see Kiev cede
some of its powers to all regions-and assign
especially broad ones to pro-Russian lands-in
the months to come. One top Ukrainian

deputy said a second of three votes on the
changes should take place by the end of next
month. Parliament would then need to
muster a two-thirds majority in a final read-
ing for the amendments to take effect.
Poroshenko called yestrday’s court ruling “an
important step that moves us closer to
momentous changes for the state.”

Buffer zone    
Both Washington and its EU allies believe

that autonomy could satisfy separatist fight-
ers and remove any arguments Russia may
have for arming and funding their campaign-
support Moscow firmly denies ever giving.

But the suggested changes have been
denounced as insufficient by the rebels and
are unlikely to make an immediate impact on
the ground.

Four civilians and three Ukrainian soldiers
have been reported killed since Thursday in
shelling attacks on disputed towns that
straddle a frontline splitting the self-declared
“people’s republics” of Lugansk and Donetsk
from the rest of Ukraine. The entire separatist
region-about the size of Wales-accounted for
just 2.6 percent of Ukraine’s population but
15 percent of its industrial production before
the war broke out with Kiev’s new pro-
Western government in April 2014.— AFP 

Pro-Russia rebels receive permission for self-rule   

French foil 1,000 bids 
to cross via Channel

London readies emergency talks on crisis

Suicide bomber kills,
Boko Haram hit hard

KANO: A female suicide bomber on a tricycle killed six people yester-
day in a new attack on a market in Maiduguri, witnesses said, as
Nigeria and its neighbours finalise a force to fight Boko Haram.  “We
took seven dead bodies, including that of the female bomber, to the
hospital. Eight other people were injured and are now receiving
treatment in a hospital,” Babakura Kolo, a vigilante in the northeast-
ern town, told AFP.  The blast was the latest in a wave of attacks on
busy markets-many by teenage girls-in Nigeria, Chad and Cameroon,
which claimed at least 130 lives and left scores injured this month.  

“The attack (on the Gamboru) market happened around 6:30 am
(0530 GMT) as the grocers were arriving in the market which starts
early,” according to Kolo, who became a vigilante to help the
Nigerian army combat Boko Haram.  “From accounts we gathered
from people around, the woman arrived on a taxi tricycle, as every
woman grocer does. She blew herself up as soon as the tricycle
stopped in the midst of other tricycles dropping traders off,” Kolo
said.

“I was at home when I heard a loud explosion that sent me rush-
ing out of my house. It was coming from the Gamboru market... The
place was littered with victims and burning rickshaws,” a local resi-
dent told AFP.  Gamboru market is the second largest in Maiduguri,
the capital of Borno state and birthplace of Boko Haram, which has
killed at least 15,000 people since its bloody insurgency began in
2009. The extremist sect, whose name roughly translates as “Western
education is forbidden”, has carried on its campaign of attacks on
security forces, suicide bombings and bloody raids on villages across
Nigeria’s north and eastern borders despite a major regional military
campaign against them.

‘117 jihadists killed’ 
The Chadian army yesterday said it had killed 117 jihadists in the

past fortnight during an ongoing  search of islands on Lake Chad to
root out the jihadists. Two soldiers had died and two were injured, a
military spokesman said. Boko Haram has used the Lake Chad region
as a hideout to fall back from offensives by Nigerian and Chadian
troops inside Nigeria. The lies where the borders of Cameroon, Chad
and Nigeria converge.      Borno and other parts of northeast Nigeria
have seen a surge in violence since President Muhammadu Buhari
took office in May vowing to crush the six-year campaign for an
Islamic caliphate.

A woman described by locals as mentally unstable blew blew her-
self up last Sunday at a crowded market in Damaturu, capital of
neighbouring Yobe state, killing at least 14 people. 

Damaturu was also the scene of a triple suicide bombing on July
18 when three girls blew themselves up, killing at least 13 people as
residents prepared for the Eid festival marking the end of the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan. The Maiduguri attack follows a visit this
week by Buhari to Cameroon to discuss a stronger regional alliance
against the Islamists in the wake of an unprecedented wave of five
suicide bombings there.  Two of those attacks killed at least 33 peo-
ple in the northern market town of Maroua, where a police officer
yesterday confirmed a report that they had arrested three youths on
Thursday.

Police arrested a boy of 15 carrying “explosives in a plastic bag”
and with no identity papers on him, according to a source close to
the authorities. Two suspected Cameroonian “accomplices” were lat-
er picked up and the trio was handed over to elite troops for ques-
tioning, the source said.  On Thursday, Nigeria named Major General
Iliya Abbah, who previously commanded military operations in the
oil-rich Niger Delta, to head a five-nation Multi-National Joint Task
Force to take on Boko Haram. The force is to comprise 8,700 troops
from Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, Niger and Benin. — AFP 

CALAIS: A migrant walk on railway in an attempt to access the Channel Tunnel. —AP 
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KABUL: The Taleban named Mullah Akhtar
Mansour as their new chief yesterday, a his-
toric power transition that raises hopes a
more moderate leadership will pave the
way for an end to Afghanistan’s bloody
war. The Taleban also announced his
deputies-Sirajuddin Haqqani, who leads the
Taleban-allied Haqqani network and has a
$10 million US bounty on his head, and
Haibatullah Akhundzada, former head of
the Taleban courts.

The appointment of Mansour, seen as a
pragmatist and a proponent of peace talks,
comes a day after the Taleban confirmed the
death of their near-mythical leader Mullah
Omar, who led the fractious group for some
20 years. The Taleban’s first handover of
power comes at a time when the US-led
Afghan government has been trying to
jumpstart peace negotiations as it struggles
to contain the resurgent insurgency.
Mansour, a longtime trusted deputy of
Omar, takes charge as the movement faces
growing internal divisions and is threatened
by the rise of the Islamic State group, the
Middle East jihadist outfit that is making
inroads in Afghanistan. 

“After (Omar’s) death the leadership

council and Islamic scholars of the country,
after long consultations, appointed his close
and trusted friend and his former deputy
Mullah Akhtar Mansour as the leader,” the
Taleban said in a Pashto-language state-
ment posted on their website. “When Mullah
Omar was alive, Mullah Mansour was consid-
ered a trustworthy and appropriate person
to take this heavy responsibility.”

A Taleban official said that after the
group’s ruling council had chosen a succes-
sor for Omar, the decision was supposed to
be ratified by a college of religious clerics.
Omar’s son Mullah Yakoub was favored to
take over by some commanders, sources
said, but at 26 was considered too young
and inexperienced for such a key role.
Mansour, who was named the new Amir-ul-
Momineen-”commander of the faithful”-
faces staunch internal resistance from some
members of the Taleban’s ruling council, the
Quetta Shura, who accuse Pakistan of hijack-
ing the movement. 

“Mansour is seen as a man of Pakistan-
that is why severe differences are going on
among the Taleban leadership,” a mid-level
Taleban official told AFP. Some Taleban are
also unhappy at the thought Mansour may

have deceived them for over a year about
Omar’s death and others accuse him of rid-
ing roughshod over the process to appoint a
successor. “Many Taleban commanders and
members of the Quetta Shura will not accept
his leadership,” Kabul-based military analyst
Jawed Kohistani told AFP. “His selection will
only widen the rift within the Taleban.”

‘Moderate, pro-peace, pro-talks’ 
But the internal opposition is unlikely to

prevent Mansour from proceeding with
peace talks launched in the Pakistani hill sta-
tion of Murree earlier this month. “Mullah
Mansour is one of the founders of the
Taleban movement and he is a moderate,
pro-peace, pro-talks person,” Abdul Hakim
Mujahid, a former Taleban official and a
member of the Afghan High Peace Council,
told AFP. “I believe that under him the
peace process will be strengthened and the
Taleban will become part of political
process in Afghanistan.” The confirmation of
Omar’s death ends years of speculation
about the fate of the leader, who was not
seen in public since the 2001 US-led inva-
sion of Afghanistan that toppled the
Taleban from power.— AFP 

KANDAHAR CITY: An Afghan woman walks with a child along a street in front of the Hazrat-e-Farooq mosque. — AFP 

Bangladesh-India land 
swap divides families 

DAHALA-KHAGRABARI: Chapala Barman is heartbroken as she
contemplates leaving the home she has known all her life ahead
of a historic land swap between Bangladesh and India that will
divide her family. The exchange at midnight yesterday will end
one of the world’s most intractable disputes that has kept thou-
sands of people in limbo for nearly 70 years. 

But it will also rip apart families like Barman’s, leaving some
stranded on one side of the border while relatives relocate to the
other. The 60-year-old Hindu is preparing to leave her home in
Dahala-Khagrabari, a small island of Indian land inside Muslim-
majority Bangladesh, with three of her sons. She will have to leave
four other grown-up children and their families behind in Dahala-
Khagrabari, which is about to become part of Bangladesh. Her
three daughters have married Bangladeshis, making them ineligi-
ble to move, like her eldest son who was not counted in a joint
census of the enclaves conducted in 2011.

“These days I can’t stop my tears thinking how can I live with-
out them,” Barman told AFP ahead of the handover. “My grand-
sons call me by mobile phone, saying ‘grandma, please don’t go’.
My heart pounds with fear when I hear a mobile phone calling.”
The two nations will hoist their respective flags in 162 enclaves —
111 in Bangladesh and 51 in India-at one minute past midnight to
assume sovereignty over the territories following a border agree-
ment in June. For many of the 50,000 people living in the enclaves
the exchange means an end to 68 years of struggle, cut off from
their national governments and unable to access vital services like
hospitals and schools. But it has also meant choosing between
staying put and adopting a new nationality or leaving the homes
where their families have lived for generations. The vast majority
will stay. But around 1,000 people on the Bangladesh side have
opted to keep their Indian nationalities, meaning they will have to
relocate by November.

Fear and uncertainty 
In Dahala-Khagrabari, around 400 kilometres north of Dhaka,

Muslims who had chosen to become Bangladeshi citizens were
rehearsing their new national anthem and preparing to celebrate.
But in Hindu-dominated parts of the enclave, the atmosphere was
tinged with fear and uncertainty.  Jiro Bala, a 75-year-old Hindu, is
ready to leave, and has even put by 100 kilos of rice and lentils for
the journey.

She recalls how her family was forced to leave their home for
the Indian mainland during Bangladesh’s 1971 war of independ-
ence with Pakistan. They returned to find their homes looted, and
more recently she says, the residences of some Hindus were
torched. “We suffered in India because we left empty-handed. But
this time I am prepared,” said Bala. Those leaving are doing so for
a mix of reasons, some economic and some religious. Santaram
Barman, 65 and a devout Hindu, wants to see out his days in a
Hindu temple in Siliguri, in India’s West Bengal state which neigh-
bours Bangladesh. 

For others, the decision over whether to leave has not been so
straightforward. Srichandi Barman and his brothers were all set to go
to India until one day their parents bluntly refused to leave. “They
told us they would rather die here... We tried to persuade them, but
they would not budge,” said Srichandi. So on Thursday, just a day
before their enclave was due to be handed over to Bangladesh,
Srichandi and his brothers rushed to the district town of Debiganj to
try to cancel their applications to move to India.— AFP 

Taleban power transition 
raises hopes for peace

Moderation may led to end of bloody war

COLOMBO: Unidentified gunmen
opened fire at an election campaign rally
in the Sri Lankan capital Colombo yester-
day, killing a woman and wounding at
least 12 people, police said. The attackers
sprayed bullets into the crowd just after
Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake left
the venue, marking the first major vio-
lence ahead of the August 17 parliamen-
tary elections.

“The gunmen travelled in two vehicles
and escaped in the same vehicles after
the shooting spree,” police spokesman
Ruwan Gunasekera told AFP. “A woman
was killed and 12 wounded persons have
been admitted to the Colombo National

hospital.” Hospital sources said two of the
victims were in a “very critical” condition.

Investigators cordoned off the
Bloemendhal area where the shooting
took place and launched a search for the
two getaway vehicles, Gunasekera said.
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
deputy Harsha de Silva expressed shock
and vowed not to allow a return to vio-
lence. “I’m in shock and in disbelief at the
shooting incident at (finance minister)
Ravi’s event,” de Silva said on Twitter. “No
one will be allowed to reverse what we
achieved on 8th January,” he said, refer-
ring to new President Maithripala
Sirisena’s election.

Relatively peaceful 
The 52-year-old finance minister is from

the ruling United National Party (UNP),
which backed Maithripala Sirisena in
January’s presidential election. Soon after
assuming office, Sirisena invited the UNP to
form a minority government after sacking
the administration of former president
Mahinde Rajapakse. Election monitors also
expressed surprise at the shooting in
Colombo, where security is tight and cam-
paigning had been mostly peaceful.

Some 70 international election
observers are monitoring the poll cam-
paign ahead of the August vote. “We are
puzzled by this latest turn of events in

Colombo because so far it has been rela-
tively calm and even the level of violence in
other areas has been very low,” said Keerthi
Tennakoon, head of the Campaign for Free
and Fair Elections (CaFFE). The CaFFE said
there had been about 55 clashes since
Sirisena sacked parliament on June 26 and
called general elections nearly a year ahead
of schedule. Election Commissioner
Mahinda Deshapriya has said he will strictly
enforce poll laws and has pledged to
ensure a free and fair vote in August. Next
month’s election will be the first since a
recent constitutional amendment gave the
commissioner greater powers to run the
process independently.— AFP 

Deadly shooting at election rally in Sri Lanka 
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TAIPAI: Student protesters against changes to their curriculum shout slogans as they occupy the area inside the gates of
the Ministry of Education. — AP

TAIPEI: Protesters who stormed
Taiwan’s education ministry after a stu-
dent committed suicide vowed to esca-
late their action yesterday as the gov-
ernment struggled to defuse the crisis
sparked by “China-centric” changes to
the school curriculum. The death of
young activist Lin Kuan-hua has become
a politically charged tragedy, with oppo-
sition parties rounding on the ruling
Beijing-friendly Kuomintang (KMT) to
demand the retraction of new teaching
guidelines and the resignation of the
education minister.

It comes as public concern grows
over increased Chinese influence on the
island in the wake of a rapprochement
with Beijing forged by current president
Ma Ying-jeou. Hundreds gathered
overnight outside the compound in
Taipei asking for the curriculum changes
to be withdrawn and for Education
Minister Wu Se-hwa to step down. When
their demands were not met, around
200 broke down fences in the early
hours of Friday using bamboo poles and
street barricades.

By yesterday afternoon around 200
angry protesters remained, shouting
down Wu when he tried to address the
crowd. They demanded a straight “Yes”
or “No” answer on whether he would
retract the curriculum before drowning
him out with chants of “Step down!” as
he retreated inside.  More were expect-
ed to join at the end of the working day
as soaring temperatures dropped.

Crowds first congregated overnight
to bid farewell to 20-year-old Lin, who
police said killed himself in his New
Taipei City home Thursday morning. Lin
was one of 30 students, along with three

journalists, who were arrested last week
for breaking into the ministry in anger
over the new high school curriculum,
which students say favors China’s view
of the island’s history. 

After Wu’s attempted address, pro-
testers called for further action. “Since
he would not accept our humble
request (to retract the curriculum) we
will not compromise, and fight on,” said
student leader Liao Chung-lin. “Now we
would like to invite your family and
friends here to build up pressure.” Taipei
mayor Ko Wen-je urged protesters to
stay calm. “As long as you stay here
peacefully, the police will not disperse
you,” he said. 

New generation of protesters 
Taiwan is a self-governed island

which split from the mainland in 1949
after a civil war but Beijing still sees it as
part of its territory. Closer ties under Ma
have led to growing discontent, particu-
larly among young people. Students
occupied parliament for three weeks
last year over a trade deal with China in
a protest known as the Sunflower
Movement, inspiring a new generation
of activists.

Lin, who dropped out of vocational
school in June reportedly to join the
protest movement, was facing charges
of breaching government premises and
causing damage after last week’s break-
in.  His family said that he was “in a bad
mood” the night before he died after
returning home from a meeting about
the curriculum change, a statement
from the education ministry said
Thursday. The Chinese-language Liberty
Times had interviewed Lin on Sunday

after his arrest. He told how he was “very
disappointed” when his parents
expressed disapproval of his participa-
tion in the protests after a visit from his
school principal.  Lin’s mother asked for
other protesters not to follow his exam-
ple. “I hope all the children involved
with the curriculum discussion will
express their opinion in an appropriate
channel,” she said, sobbing, in a record-
ing played to reporters at a press confer-
ence held by the ministry.

Minister Wu visited Lin’s family
Thursday and expressed his regret. “This
dispute has been going on for a while. It
has something to do with the history
and even the national identity (of
Taiwan),” he said. The curriculum
changes disputed by protesters include
a reference to Taiwan being “recovered
by China” instead of “given to China”
after the end of Japanese occupation in
1945. The 50-year period of Japanese
rule is also referred to as an era when
“Japan occupied” the island, replacing
the previous phrase “Japan governed”.

The main opposition Democratic
Progressive Party accused the KMT of
being “cold blooded” and said the party
had tried to smear the student protest
campaign, calling for the curriculum
changes to be rescinded. They are push-
ing for an emergency session of parlia-
ment-currently on summer break-to dis-
cuss the issue.  Scholars behind the cur-
riculum changes accused the DPP of
stoking the protests. Huang Kun-hui,
chairman of the anti-China Taiwan
Solidarity Union, demanded the educa-
tion minister immediately drop charges
against the students and take responsi-
bility by stepping down. — AFP 

Protesters vow to escalate 
action over student suicide

Aquino chooses
Interior Secretary

as successor
MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino III said yester-
day he had picked Interior Secretary Manuel “Mar” Roxas II as
the administration candidate to succeed him in elections next
year. Aquino made the announcement in the same meeting
hall where Roxas declared six years ago that he was shelving
his own presidential ambitions to give way to the son of the
late democracy icon Corazon Aquino.

The 58-year-old former congressman and senator said he
was honored to be endorsed by Aquino as the standard bear-
er of the dominant Liberal Party. The grandson and namesake
of the Philippines’ first post-World War II president promised
to continue on the “straight path,” Aquino’s program to fight
poverty and corruption.

Aquino said he picked Roxas because “he has the compe-
tence, he has no other boss except the people, who owes no
one a debt of gratitude, who has no interest except the
nation’s.” Aquino cannot run again because the constitution
sets a single six-year term for the president and vice president.

‘People power’ 
Hundreds of party members and supporters cheered

Aquino’s announcement in the historic Cory Aquino Freedom
Hall where his mother took her oath as president after the
“people power” revolt ousted dictator Ferdinand Marcos in
1986.

“This is such a huge honor,” Roxas said. “With this endorse-
ment, you are also endorsing the dreams and the power of
each of the 100 million Filipinos.... I will never deviate from the
‘straight path.’” Roxas was Aquino’s running mate in the 2010
national elections but was defeated in a separate election by
Jejomar Binay, who is now under investigation for alleged cor-
ruption during his term as mayor of Makati City, metropolitan
Manila’s business district.

Binay has already said he will run for president next year,
and recent surveys put him ahead of Roxas despite the cor-
ruption allegations. The independent pollster Social Weather
Stations said a survey in June showed Roxas in third place
behind Senator Grace Poe, who was in the top spot, and
Binay. An Aquino ally, Poe has not said if she will run for presi-
dent and has reportedly been asked by Aquino to run in the
vice presidential election. Poe is a daughter of the late popu-
lar action movie star Fernando Poe, who lost the fraud-marred
2004 presidential election won by Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
Aquino’s predecessor who is in hospital detention on charges
of corruption and election sabotage. — AP 

Myanmar flood toll rises
with more rains forecast

YANGON: Major floods have killed at least 27 people across
Myanmar and inundated the homes and fields of tens of thou-
sands more, a disaster relief official said yesterday, warning of
further heavy rains.   Weeks of unrelenting rain has deluged
swathes of northern and western Myanmar, trapping people
in remote villages and stretching the country’s already thread-
bare rescue capabilities. 

Rising waters, flash floods and landslides have destroyed
roads, railways, bridges and houses, according to a report in
yesterday’s state-run Global New Light of Myanmar, which
warned that a cyclone brewing in the Bay of Bengal was likely
to bring further misery to coastal and western regions.  “As of
Thursday, 27 people have died around the country and four
are missing in the Mandalay region,” Chumhre, the director of
the Relief and Resettlement Department at the social welfare
ministry, told AFP.

Around 150,000 have been displaced or had their liveli-
hoods affected by floods, Chumhre, who goes by one name,
added.  Authorities have asked people to move to safer places
in the worst-hit areas of Kalay, in northern Sagaing region, and
Sittwe, the capital of western Rakhine state, as flights to the
city’s airport were cancelled.

Rakhine already hosts some 140,000 displaced people,
mainly Rohingya Muslims, living in exposed make-shift coastal
camps following communal violence three years ago. A resi-
dent from Bumay village on the outskirts of Sittwe said newly-
built houses at several nearby displacement camps were
flooded after storms on Thursday. “People had to run for their
lives. Some people are now sheltering at schools in
Thechaung and Bumay villages,” he told AFP, withholding his
name.—AFP
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ATLANTA: Surveillance cameras caught images of
two white males laying Confederate battle flags
on the ground near the Rev Martin Luther King Jr’s
church, but it wasn’t clear whether they had com-
mitted a crime. Atlanta police Chief George Turner
said Thursday his officers were working with fed-
eral authorities and hadn’t determined what, if
any, charges might be sought. Turner said they
had not ruled out a hate crime, though Georgia
has no state hate crimes law. An officer from the
Atlanta FBI’s joint terrorism task force was on the
scene “to better determine if any specific threats
were received” and to provide support to Atlanta
police, FBI Special Agent Steve Emmett said in an
email.

The placing of the flags was the latest provoca-
tive act involving the Civil War-era symbol since
nine black church members were gunned down
during Bible study in Charleston, South Carolina,
and it happened in the heart of an area devoted
to the slain civil rights leader, near his birthplace,
his crypt and a center devoted to preserving his
legacy. The Rev Raphael Warnock, senior pastor at
Ebenezer Baptist Church, called placing the flags
on church grounds a “terroristic threat.”

“This act by a cowardly and misguided individ-
ual or individuals is provocative to say the least. It
ought to get the attention not only of black peo-
ple but of freedom-loving people,” he said. “To
place Confederate flags on the campus of
Ebenezer Baptist Church after this horrific act in
Charleston, in the wake of all this happening in
our country, whatever the message was, it was
clearly not about heritage, it was about hate.”

Terrorist threat 
Two former Georgia prosecutors said leaving

the flags alone doesn’t amount to a terroristic
threat in the eyes of the law. Bob Keller, the
Clayton County district attorney for nearly three
decades until 2004, said he couldn’t think of a
crime they had committed. 

“It was certainly divisive and not acceptable
behavior the way it was done, but I cannot find a
criminal act to it,” he said. Ken Hodges, who
served as Dougherty County district attorney from
1997 to 2008, struggled at first to think of a crime
they might have committed before saying a
charge of vandalism to a place of worship might
be possible. That includes the malicious defacing
or desecration of a church or other place of wor-
ship.

King preached at Ebenezer Baptist Church on
Auburn Avenue, once a bustling center of com-
merce for Atlanta’s African-American businesses
and residents. The area is home to the historic
church and a new church building where the con-
gregation now meets and where the flags were
placed. Nearby is the Martin Luther King Jr. Center
for Nonviolent Social Change, and all of those
buildings are just a short walk from the home of
King’s grandparents, where he lived for the first 12
years of his life.

Atlanta police officer Gary Wade said a mainte-
nance worker discovered the flags at 6 a.m.
Thursday and notified the National Park Service,
which operates the Martin Luther King Jr. National
Historic Site, which is adjacent to the church.

‘Black lives matter’ 
The flags weren’t stuck in the ground but

instead laid flat. One was placed near a bell tower
under a poster that said: “Black Lives Matter.” The
slogan, which has been spray-painted on

Confederate monuments across the South this
summer, has become part of a movement of civil
rights supporters who say police treat blacks
unfairly.

Warnock said black clergy from around the
country were gathered at Ebenezer on Thursday
to discuss the role of black churches in social jus-
tice issues, including mass incarceration. The plac-
ing of the flags only strengthens their resolve, he
said.

Superintendent Judy Forte of the National Park
Service said her office at the King historic site
received a threatening phone message the day

before the shooting at the South Carolina church.
The message was rambling and “very alarming
and they did mention coming here to the historic
site,” she said. There was no indication that was
connected to the flags.

At some point within the last two years, a
Confederate battle flag was placed at the tomb of
King and his wife Coretta across the street from
the church, said Forte, who couldn’t recall exactly
when that happened. “It was disturbing and sick-
ening, but unfortunately not terribly surprising,”
Warnock said of the latest incident. “We’ve seen
this kind of ugliness before.” —AP 

ATLANTA: Confederate flags sit in the back of a police car as tourists walk by Ebenezer
Baptist Church. — AP 

Confederate flags placed at 
Martin Luther King’s church
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WASHINGTON: As lawmakers head out of the
Capitol for a five-week summer recess, they
leave behind a pile of unfinished business that
all but guarantees a painful fall. Not long after
they return in September, lawmakers face a
vote on President Barack Obama’s nuclear
deal with Iran, a brutally divisive issue that
many lawmakers expect will dominate voter
town halls during their annual August break.

With more videos showing fetal tissue col-
lection practices, Republicans are increasingly
focused on cutting off funding for Planned
Parenthood, raising the prospect that
Congress will spend September tied in knots
over how to avoid shutting down the govern-
ment over that issue. Later in the fall or winter,
Congress will be faced with raising the federal
debt limit, another issue ripe for brinkman-
ship, especially given the presence in the
Senate of several presidential candidates
adamantly opposed to an increase.

The House wrapped up its summer session
by approving a three-month extension of
highway and transit spending and authority,
kicking negotiations on that into the fall, as
well. Add in deadlines to renew authorities for
the Federal Aviation Administration, child
nutrition standards and pipeline safety, and
it’s shaping up as a monster of a fall.

Vowing to oppose 
“If you take a look at all of the things on

the list, it’ll be a lot of traffic going through

one toll booth,” Sen John Barrasso, R-Wyo,
said Thursday. Republican Rep Mick Mulvaney
of South Carolina, who leads a group of 18
conservatives vowing to oppose any spend-
ing bill that funds Planned Parenthood, said:
“This is one of those line-in-the-sand-type of
issues. We have to figure out a way to fund
the government without giving any more
money to this institution.” The effort could
prevent leaders from extending current
spending levels come the new budget year
Oct 1, since Planned Parenthood now receives
more than $500 million in government assis-
tance. Yet if Republicans try to use must-pass
spending legislation to pull the organization’s
funding, they would have trouble getting past
Senate Democrats and the White House. And
that could leave Republicans, who took con-
trol of Congress this year promising to avoid
shutdowns and “fiscal cliffs,” backed into a
very uncomfortable corner.

“Democrats will unite against them,” says
Chuck Schumer of New York, the No. 3 Senate
Democrat. “This is a Republican path to shut-
down.” While the House left town
Wednesday, the Senate plans one more week
before leaving, with a cybersecurity bill and a
largely symbolic vote on defunding Planned
Parenthood.

Along with the Iran nuclear deal, the gov-
ernment spending issue tops a long list of
thorny disputes that threaten to have
Republicans and Democrats at loggerheads

for months. The 12 annual spending bills that
fund the government are hung up on a vari-
ety of disagreements. That leaves Congress
facing the likelihood of temporarily extending
current spending levels, which gets lawmak-
ers back to the prospect of a showdown over
Planned Parenthood.

Nuclear deal 
On Iran, Republicans are largely united

against the nuclear deal, while those
Democrats who’ve not yet declared their
position are under enormous pressure from
both sides. The White House is imploring
them to back the president, while groups
allied with the Israeli government are warn-
ing against the deal in apocalyptic terms.
Congress is widely expected to vote down
the deal, at which point attention would turn
to whether opponents could muster the two-
thirds vote in each chamber to override
Obama’s certain veto.

Republicans are entering their recess after
a nasty spate of intraparty brawls laid bare
the ongoing conflict between tea party-
backed conservatives and more pragmatic
party leaders on Capitol Hill. That fault line
promises to aggravate attempts at compro-
mise throughout the fall.  Lawmakers of both
parties point to a need for high-level budget
negotiations to come up with a deal that
could resolve some of the major issues, yet
for now, nothing like that is under way. — AP 

Congress heading on vacation, 
putting aside messy decisions

Pile of unfinished business guarantees painful fall

WASHINGTON: House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio leaves a news conference on Capitol Hill. — AP 

Mexico truck drives
into pilgrims, kills 26 

MAZAPIL:  At least 26 people, including four children,
were killed when a truck plowed into pilgrims after its
brakes failed in Mexico, authorities said Thursday, while
the driver fled the scene. Dozens of people were injured
following Wednesday afternoon’s accident on the main
road of Mazapil, a north-central town of 16,000 people
in a mining region of Zacatecas state, officials said.

Hundreds of pilgrims were marching toward the
18th century San Gregorio Magno church when the
dump truck, which was carrying tons of sand, slammed
into cars and people. The vehicle hit a building’s facade
and human hair was encrusted into the heavily dam-
aged wall, where people left a wooden cross. The acci-
dent left pools of blood and shattered glass on the
street. Fourteen people died on the spot while others
succumbed to their injuries at hospitals or on their way
there, authorities said.

The death toll rose to 26 during the day, said Health
Minister Mercedes Juan Lopez. She told Radio Formula
that some 120 people were hurt and 42 of them
remained hospitalized, including 10 in serious condi-
tion. The dead children were aged one, three, four and
five, Zacatecas chief prosecutor Leticia Catalina Soto
Acosta told AFP.

“The vehicle traveled out of control for a few meters,
mowing down a few cars,” Soto Acosta said. “The con-
tingent (of pilgrims) was first injured by the first vehi-
cles that the truck struck. Then the truck went off its
axis, the weight pressed on one side and it flipped. This
was the worst impact,” she said.

Final impact 
Witnesses said the driver jumped out of the truck

before its final impact, the prosecutor said. “He has
been identified and we are searching for him,” she said.
The prosecutor identified the company that owns the
truck as Construcciones Industriales y Transportistas.
Party before ‘terrible scene’ -The religious procession
was part of the town’s July 29 to August 6 annual cele-
bration of Father Jesus, a saint who has been venerated
since the 16th century. Filiberto Campos, the parish
priest, said nearly 1,000 people came from surrounding
rural communities.

“There was a party, dance, fireworks. Everything was
going well. There was a happy atmosphere,” Campos
said. “I was walking with the people who led the contin-
gent when a big dust cloud appeared. There was a loud
noise. We ran and saw a terrible scene,” he said. “Some
people had died, others were in agony. We offered
them religious rights,” the priest said. A police car was
in front of the procession while an ambulance had been
at the back when tragedy struck.

Religious processions through roads and towns are
common throughout the year in Mexico, a fervently
Roman Catholic country of nearly 120 million people.
Many of the victims of Wednesday’s accident came from
other towns.  Most were from the Santa Rosa communi-
ty, some 50 kilometers from Mazapil, Soto Acosta said.
Others had come from the neighboring states of Nuevo
Leon and Coahuila.  President Enrique Pena Nieto
expressed his condolences and offered federal help to
the victims. — AFP

CHARLESTON: The man accused of
slaying nine parishioners as they wor-
shipped at a South Carolina church
was expected in court yesterday to
face dozens of federal charges, includ-
ing hate crimes and obstructing the
practice of religion. Dylann Roof, 21,
was scheduled to be arraigned in
Charleston. The hearing, which was
expected to be brief and would be his
first appearance in federal court, was
originally set for July 27 but was

rescheduled to allow attorneys more
time to prepare.

The federal prosecution, particularly
on hate crimes, has been expected
since the June 17 shootings at
Emanuel African Methodist Church.
Early on, officials with the US
Department of Justice said they felt
the case met the qualifications for a
hate crime, and Roof was indicted by a
federal grand jury about a month after
the killings.

Roof, who is white, appeared in
photos waving Confederate flags and
burning and desecrating US flags.
Federal authorities have confirmed his
use of a personal manuscript in which
he decried integration and used racial
slurs to refer to blacks. Because South
Carolina has no state hate-crimes law,
federal charges were needed to ade-
quately address a motive that prosecu-
tors believe was unquestionably root-
ed in racial hate, US Attorney General

Loretta Lynch said during a news con-
ference announcing Roof’s federal
indictment.

Roof faces 33 federal charges in all,
some of which could potentially carry
the death penalty.  The Justice
Department has not decided whether
it will seek the death penalty against
Roof, nor whether its prosecution will
come before a state case that includes
murder charges and another potential
death penalty prosecution. — AP 

Charleston church shooting suspect due in  federal court
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SEATTLE: In this photo taken Monday, July 27, 2015, workers prepare to bring food orders to customers at an Ivar’s restaurant. — AP  
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SEATTLE: Menu prices are up 21 percent and you
don’t have to tip at Ivar’s Salmon House on Seattle’s
Lake Union after the restaurant decided to institute
the city’s $15-an-hour minimum wage two years
ahead of schedule. It is staff, not diners, who feel the
real difference, with wages as much as 60 percent
higher than before. One waitress is saving for
accounting classes and finding it easier to take
weekend vacations, while another server is using
the added pay to cover increased rent.

Seattle’s law, adopted last year after a strong
push from labor and grassroots activists, bumped
the city’s minimum wage to $11 beginning April 1,
above Washington state’s highest-in-the-nation
$9.47. Scheduled increases that depend on business
size and benefits will bring the minimum to $15
within four years for large businesses and seven
years for smaller ones. There’s little data yet on how
the law’s working. “To the extent that we can look
at macro patterns, we’re not seeing a problem,” said
Seattle Mayor Ed Murray.

As Washington, DC, and other cities consider fol-
lowing Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles in
phasing in a $15-an-hour minimum wage, Ivar’s
approach, adopted in April, offers lessons in how
some businesses might adapt. Ivar’s Seafood
Restaurants President Bob Donegan decided to

raise prices, tell customers that they don’t need to
tip, and parcel the added revenue among the
hourly staff.

‘It’s been a surprise’ 
For some of the restaurant’s lesser paid workers

- including bussers and dishwashers - that’s meant
as much as 60 percent more. Revenue has soared,
supportive customers are leaving additional tips
even though they don’t need to, and servers and
bartenders are on pace to increase their annual pay
by thousands, with wages for a few of the best com-
pensated approaching $80,000 a year.

“It’s been a surprise,” Donegan said. “The cus-
tomers seem to like it, the employees seem to like it,
and it seems to be working, at least in this location.”
Rochelle Hann, 25, is a second-generation worker at
Ivar’s. Like her mom, she has performed a variety of
roles, including serving, bookkeeping and even
dressing up as a giant clam. If she keeps working 30
hours a week, her annual pay will jump about
$12,000 - money she’s socking away for accounting
classes at a community college.

“Before, I felt like it was maybe not quite pay-
check-to-paycheck, but now I don’t even have to
worry about it,” she said. “I just went away for the
weekend, and it was an easy expense.” Brett

Richards, a 50-year-old singer and guitarist, has
worked 25 years in food service, including the past
eight at Ivar’s. Before, he made minimum wage,
plus tips. Now, he gets $15 an hour, plus a share of
the 21 percent menu price increase, plus any addi-
tional tips customers leave. He expects to make
almost $7,000 more this year, money that’s helping
him with his increased rent and with taking his kids
out to eat a little more often.

Other industries with minimum wage employ-
ees could have a tougher time as worker pay
climbs. “What we expect to observe is this is not
going to be a policy that’s universally good for
everybody or bad for everybody,” said Jacob
Vigdor, a University of Washington professor who is
leading a study of Seattle’s minimum wage law. The
study includes recurring surveys of 700 Seattle busi-
nesses and ongoing interviews with about 50 low-
wage workers and their families.

Downtown Emergency Services Center, which
relies heavily on government contracts to provide
housing and other services for chronically homeless
residents, might need to cut those services unless
the city boosts its funding. “The economic justice
that would be happening for our employees would
be borne by our clients, who are extremely vulnera-
ble people,” said executive director Daniel Malone.

‘Everyone is talking’ 
In the restaurant industry, where many low-

wage workers are employed, adapting could mean
pooling tips among all workers, cutting shifts or
relying on technology - such as mobile phone appli-
cations that let customers pay electronically, rather
than having someone dedicated to running the
cash register. 

“This last jump wasn’t that far out of market so it
didn’t require a lot of reworking of the financials,”
says Anthony Anton, president of the Washington
Restaurant Association. “Those second and third
jumps will be much bigger jumps. Everyone is talk-
ing about what to do.”

At Ivar’s Salmon House, decorated with century-
old, hand-carved canoes and tribal art, Donegan
attributes at least some of his pay policy’s success to
Seattle’s white-hot economy. Looking out the
broad windows of the dining room across Lake
Union, diners can take in pleasure boats and kayaks
cruising by, seaplanes landing, the Space Needle -
and across the water, the ever-growing Amazon
campus that has brought tens of thousands of
workers to the city in the past few years. The restau-
rant’s revenue is up 20 percent, said Donegan, who
served on the mayoral committee that drafted the
minimum wage law. —AP

Higher wages a success 
for Seattle restaurant

Wages almost 60 percent higher than before 
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LONDON: Gold slipped yesterday and was
on course for a sixth straight weekly fall, its
longest retreat in 16 years, after upbeat US
economic data encouraged bets on the
Federal Reserve raising interest rates in
September. Bullion was set to end July
with its biggest monthly decline in more
than two years after a deep rout last week
shook investor confidence further and
drove prices to a 5-1/2 year low of $1,077
on July 24. The metal has lost 7.4 percent
so far for the month, its steepest decline
since June 2013.

“Gold is an asset that pays no interest
or coupon and the rate hike is certainly
putting pressure on prices,” ING Bank sen-
ior strategist Hamza Khan said. “We could

see the fall extending to a triple-digit level,
but that could trigger some buying, espe-
cially among Asian consumers.” Spot gold
fell 0.6 percent to $1,081.10 an ounce by
1147 GMT, losing 1.6 percent for the week.
US gold for August delivery dropped 0.8
percent to $1,080.20 an ounce. The dollar
was down 0.2 against a basket of curren-
cies, but was still on track for an almost
two percent monthly rise, making dollar-
denominated bullion more expensive for
foreign investors.

Data on Thursday showed the US econ-
omy grew 2.3 percent in the second quar-
ter ,  while f irst-quarter gross domestic
product was revised to show growth of 0.6
percent instead of a contraction. That rein-

forced expectations the Federal Reserve is
on track to raise interest rates, possibly at
its next meeting in September.  Higher
interest rates would increase the opportu-
nity cost of holding non-yielding bullion.
The data followed the Fed’s policy meeting
earlier this week at which policymakers
concluded that the world’s largest econo-
my is “expanding moderately”. The next
important data release is US non-farm pay-
roll figures, due on Aug 7. The Fed will not
need to see balanced risks to the economy
to proceed with an interest rate hike in
September, according to former Fed offi-
cials and a review of central bank state-
ments through recent turns in policy.

“That big overhang is enough to keep

gold trading at low levels,” said Argonaut
Securities analyst Helen Lau, referring to
the looming US rate increase.  Waning
investment demand and weak physical
appetite for gold also pose a further down-
side risk for prices, said Lau.  “Despite trad-
ing at multi-year lows, physical demand
has been on the low side with premiums in
China and India  hardly  moving,”  MKS
Group trader Jason Cerisola said in a note.
On the Shanghai Gold Exchange (SGE), pre-
miums stood at just over $1 an ounce on
the London spot price, traders said. Spot
platinum fell 1.8 percent to $969 an ounce,
palladium dropped 1.5 percent to $609 an
ounce and silver was down 0.7 percent at
$14.53 an ounce. —Reuters 

Gold set for longest weekly losing streak since ’99

VIENNA: Austrian oil and gas firm OMV said
Wednesday it has given up its licenses to
explore for oil and gas in Croatia’s Adriatic,
where border disputes risked complicating
pursuit of the project. “A consortium
formed of (Houston-based) Marathon Oil
and OMV decided to return its licenses
since general economic conditions for a
long-term investment have not been met,”
a spokesman for the Austrian group said in
Vienna. The announcement came less than
a week after OMV’s new chief executive
took charge. German Rainer Seele has said
he wants to make Russia a key partner in
the group’s development.

In January Croatia granted OMV and
Marathon Oil seven out of the 10 licenses it
has awarded to explore for oil and gas in
the Adriatic. Two were given to INA-jointly
owned by the Croatian state and Hungary’s
MOL-and one to Italy’s ENI and MEDOIL-
GAS.  The contracts were expected to be
signed in the coming weeks.

Officials in Zagreb confirmed the OMV-
Marathon consortium’s withdrawal, citing

the unresolved border dispute with
Croatia’s neighbor Montenegro in the
southern Adriatic-where four of the seven
exploration areas are located-as the pri-
mary motive.

Border disputes 
“The main reason for quitting is the

issue of the border with Montenegro,”
Economy Minister Ivan Vrdoljak said in a
statement by the national hydrocarbon
agency. Croatia has yet to resolve border
disputes with its neighbors-Bosnia-
Hercegovina, Montenegro, Serbia and
Slovenia-all of whom were fellow mem-
bers of the former Yugoslav federation
that collapsed in a series of wars in the
1990s. “The security we have offered was
not a sufficient guarantee for the other
side at the moment when a problem with
the arbitration process with Slovenia has
emerged,” Vrdoljak said. Croatia decided
Wednesday to withdraw from arbitration
on a border row with Slovenia after reve-
lations that a Slovenian member of a tri-

bunal tasked with solving it had breached
its impartiality.

The contracts for the remaining three
licences for the Adriatic, as well as six
licences awarded for onshore exploration
for oil and gas, will be signed in September
the hydrocarbon agency said. “Due to a
large interest for the remaining exploratory
areas both onshore and offshore we are
planning to publish a second tender,”
agency head Barbara Doric said in the
statement.

Croatia, struggling with recession since
2008, was hoping that the Adriatic project
would help revive its ailing economy and
make the country energy independent. But
it has sparked concerns of environmental
groups in the country, which depends
heavily on tourism revenue. Croatia pro-
duces about 60 percent of its own natural
gas, importing the remaining 40 percent
from Russia. The former Yugoslav republic
imports 80 percent of its annual oil needs,
while average annual domestic oil produc-
tion is 500,000 tons. — AFP 

Austria’s OMV gives up on 
Croatia Adriatic oil, gas 
Economic conditions for investment not met 

MAKARSKA: This file picture taken on April 11, 2014, shows a panoramic view of a small city of Makarska on the
Adriatic coastline of Croatia. — AFP 

Russia’s central bank 
cuts key interest rate
MOSCOW: The Russian central bank cut its key interest rate by
0.5 percentage points to 11 percent yesterday, bowing to the
pressure of businesses to make lending more accessible. The
bank’s decision comes as the ruble has dropped to a four-
month low. Market watchers were saying that Russian mone-
tary officials are having to choose between cutting the interest
rate, thus helping Russian companies, and keeping it on hold
to cushion the ruble’s fall and stem inflation.

Higher interest rates tend to bolster a currency and push
inflation down. The central bank explained in a statement that
“a balance of risks now tilts to a significant slowdown of the
economy despite a certain growth of inflation risks.” It said it
expected the rate cut to not spur the inflation further because
consumer spending has been declining.

Russian businesses complained of a lending squeeze,
brought by sanctions against Russian banks as well as prohibi-
tively high interest rates inside the country. Moscow-based
investment bank Sberbank CIB said in a note to investors that
yesterday’s 0.5 percentage cut is not as big as anticipated, indi-
cating that the central bank wants to “play it safe” and avoid
pushing the ruble down too much.

The rate cut, however, did speed up the decline of the
national currency. The ruble was down 1.8 percent at 60.8
rubles to the dollar after the announcement, having earlier
traded 1 percent lower. The next central bank decision on
interest rates is on Sept. 11 and the economic development
ministry says they are expecting a further cut if inflation stays
where it is.

The national currency has lost about 15 percent since May
as the government began buying foreign currency to replenish
its international reserves. The central bank raised the rate to 17
percent overnight in December last year to limit a plunge in
the value of the ruble, but has been trimming the rate back
down this year as the ruble recovered somewhat.

The Russian economy has entered recession for only the
second time in Putin’s 15 years in power as it feels the pinch of
lower oil prices, its biggest source of revenue, as well as
Western sanctions. The central bank also warned yesterday
that a drop in the economy, currently forecast at 4 percent,
could be sharper because of weak consumer confidence. — AP 

MOSCOW: Office employees take a break near the sky-
scrapers of the “Moscow City”. — AP
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ATHENS: A man stands in front of Greek flags in central Athens. — AFP 

ATHENS: Greece’s talks with its internation-
al creditors on a third bailout worth 85 bil-
lion Euros ($93 billion) shifted into a higher
gear yesterday, with lead negotiators from
the European Union and International
Monetary Fund meeting key ministers in
Athens.

The talks with Finance Minister Euclid
Tsakalotos and Economy Minister Giorgos
Stathakis follow preparatory meetings in
the Greek capital this week between lower-
level officials on reforming the tax system
and labor market regulations. The third
bailout will include a new punishing round
of austerity measures heaped on a country
reeling from a six-year recession and more
than 25 percent unemployment. Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras has pledged to back
the new cutbacks, while openly admitting
that he disagrees with them.

“We will implement them, yes, because
we are forced to,” he said in parliament yes-
terday. “But at the same time we will strug-
gle to change them, to improve them and

to counter their negative consequences.”
The bailout talks with the IMF, European
Commission, European Central Bank and
European Stability Mechanism must be con-
cluded before Aug 20. That’s when a debt
repayment to the ECB worth more than 3
billion Euros is due - money which Greece
does not have.

Yesterday’s meetings came hours after
Tsipras defeated a bid by dissenters in his
left-wing Syriza party to push for an end to
bailout negotiations and seek a return to
the old national currency, the drachma. The
party’s governing central committee
backed a proposal by Tsipras to hold an
emergency party conference in September,
after the talks have been concluded.

New austerity measures
Dissenters had sought a conference ear-

lier, pressing the government to abandon
the negotiations. Tsipras effectively lost his
majority in parliament in a vote three weeks
ago, when nearly one-fourth of Syriza’s law-

makers refused to back new austerity meas-
ures, arguing that the party has betrayed
the anti-austerity platform that got it elect-
ed in January. 

“This country no long has democracy,
but a peculiar type of totalitarianism - a dic-
tatorship of the euro,” prominent dissenter
Panagiotis Lafazanis said. Pro-European
Union opposition parties were left to save
the bill and have continued to prop up his
government, while Tsipras has taken no dis-
ciplinary action against dissenters.

“We have to agree that we can’t go on
this way,” Tsipras told the committee mem-
bers during a 12-hour meeting. He added
that “the absurdity of this strange and
unprecedented dualism” within the party
must stop. Later yesterday, Tsipras defended
his flamboyant former finance minister,
Yanis Varoufakis, who came under heavy fire
over claims he made - and confirmed after
they were leaked - that he had drafted con-
tingency plans for a parallel payment system
that could have eased a euro exit.—AP 

Greek bailout talks 
shift into next gear

Punishing round of austerity measures 

Recovering Spanish
banks see quarterly

profits rise
MADRID: Major Spanish banks reported a surge in
quarterly net profits yesterday as earnings soared in
a sector that just three years ago had to be bailed
out. BBVA, Spain’s second-biggest bank by market
capitalization, said net profits rose 73 percent to 1.2
billion Euros ($1.3 billion) in the second quarter. The
third-biggest, CaixaBank, said its net earnings dou-
bled to 333 million Euros.

In the case of BBVA, “robust activity and an excel-
lent margin performance confirm the profit growth
cycle continues,” said the bank’s president, Carlos
Torres, in a statement. The Bilbao-based lender gen-
erated gains of 144 million Euros in the quarter from
exceptional events including the sale of a stake in
Chinese bank CNCB. It echoed other Spanish banks
in saying that the country’s economic recovery
since 2013 after several years of recession was
boosting lending. Spain received a 41-billion-euro
bailout for its banks from eurozone partners in 2012
to save its financial sector from collapse.

In the second quarter, the bank more than dou-
bled its profit from its business in Spain to 462 mil-
lion Euros from a year earlier. BBVA said losses from
exposure to Spain’s construction sector, whose col-
lapse in 2008 triggered the crisis, also lessened in
the first half of this year by 35 percent from a year
earlier, to 300 million Euros.

In the United States, one of its major markets,
BBVA saw its profits in the first half of 2015 rise by
nearly 19 percent to 286 million Euros. Catalan
lender CaixaBank said it made net profits of 708 mil-
lion Euros over the first six months of this year —- a
75-percent surge from a year ago. The bank, which
concentrates mostly on the Spanish market, said it
was boosted by “intense commercial activity” and
by its takeover of British bank Barclays’ operations
in Spain.

Another Spanish bank, Banco Popular, said Friday
its quarterly profits rose by seven percent in the sec-
ond quarter to 96.5 million Euros. On Thursday
Spain and Europe’s biggest bank by capitalization,
Santander, said its quarterly profits surged 17.2 per-
cent to 1.7 billion Euros on growth in markets
including Britain and a weak euro. The earnings
were lower than forecast by analysts however and
disappointed investors. BBVA shares were 0.78 per-
cent lower in mid-morning trading on the Madrid
stock exchange Friday. CaixaBank shares were 1.8
percent lower and Banco Popular down 3.7 percent,
in an IBEX stock index that was down by 0.29 per-
cent overall. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s state-rescued
Lloyds Banking Group said yesterday
that net profits rose by 31 percent in
the first half, despite setting aside
further funds to compensate cus-
tomers who were mis-sold insurance.

Profit after tax rose to £874 mil-
lion (1.245 billion Euros, $1.364 bil-
lion) in the six months to June from
the first half of 2014, LBG said in an
earnings statement. Pre-tax profits
grew 38 percent to £1.19 billion and
the company announced a dividend
of 0.75 percent per share, amounting
to £535 million. This was despite LBG
setting aside a further £1.4 billion to
cover compensation to customers

who were mis-sold payment protec-
t ion insurance (PPI ) ,  taking the
lender’s total bil l  to £13.4 bil l ion
including administrative costs — far
higher than any other British bank
caught up in the scandal.

In early trading, shares in Lloyds
fell 0.84 percent to 85.30 pence on
London’s benchmark FTSE 100 index,
which was flat overall .  “Shares in
Lloyds Banking Group are failing to
l ight  up the FTSE. . .  after  inter im
results disappointed markets with
lower than expected first-half profits
and another frustrating provision for
PPI,” said Mike van Dulken, head of
research at Accendo Markets.

In 2011, British banks lost a high
court appeal against tighter regula-
tion of PPI, which provides insurance
for consumers should they fail  to
meet repayments on a credit product
such as consumer loans, mortgages
or payment cards. PPI became con-
troversial after it was revealed that
many customers had been sold it
without understanding that the cost
was being added to their loan repay-
ments.  Br it ish authorit ies  subse-
quently banned simultaneous sales
of PPI and credit products.

Last month meanwhile,  Brit ish
regulators fined LBG a total of £117
million for unfair treatment of cus-

tomer complaints  l inked to PPI .
Before the scandal came to light, the
British government bailed out Lloyds
during the financial crisis in 2008 at a
cost of some £20 billion. It has been
gradually reducing its stake in the
bank over  recent months and it now
stands at less than 15 percent. LBG
chief executive Antonio Horta-Osorio
yesterday said the lender  was
focused on becoming “the best bank
for  customers  and shareholders
while at the same time supporting
the UK economy”. Lloyds paid out its
first dividend since the financial crisis
earlier this year, again of 0.75 per-
cent. — AFP 

Lloyds profits rise despite further mis-selling costs
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NEW YORK: It hasn’t been a good week for
social media companies, not even for the
usually reliable professional networking serv-
ice LinkedIn Corp. The company’s second-
quarter results announced Thursday beat
Wall Street’s expectations on all fronts, just as
Facebook’s did on Wednesday and Twitter’s
on Tuesday. But it’s the signs behind the
headline numbers that seem to be worrying
investors, enough for shares of all three com-
panies to fall this week.

LinkedIn “did great this quarter,” said
Gartner analyst Brian Blau, while noting that
there is “some variability on their efforts
quarter to quarter as they are in a very com-
petitive market that is constantly innovating
and changing.” LinkedIn’s stock fell $17.44, or
7.7 percent, to $209.71 in after-hours trading.
The stock fluctuated widely after the results
came out as investors digested the earnings
report. The stock increased at least 8 percent
before settling lower. Colin Gillis, an analyst
at BGC Financial, said that while LinkedIn’s
stock is roughly unchanged since the start of
the year, this masks the “the wild gyrations”

that have taken place in its price. LinkedIn’s
adjusted earnings of 55 cents per share were
well above the 30 cents that analysts polled
by FactSet had expected for the April-June
quarter. Revenue grew 33 percent to $712
million, also above analysts’ expectations of
$680 million.

‘Transformational initiatives’ 
\Net loss was $67.7 million, or 53 cents

per share, which is wider than last year’s loss
of $1 million, or 1 cent per share. The compa-
ny had warned in April that earnings would
be dampened by costs related to its pur-
chase of Lynda.com, an online learning com-
pany. LinkedIn closed that deal in the second
quarter. On Thursday, CEO Jeff Weiner said
the deal “could be one of LinkedIn’s most
transformational initiatives as it has the
potential to improve the member experience
across the platform.”

LinkedIn had 380 million members at the
end of the quarter, up 21 percent from a year
earlier. The Mountain View, California-based
company said traffic from mobile devices

represents more than half of all traffic to
LinkedIn. Blau said LinkedIn’s mobile usage
should be higher, “given that many of their
users are from markets where we have high-
er smartphone penetration.” On Tuesday,
Twitter disappointed investors when it
reported a 15 percent increase in monthly
active users, to 316 million. Its co-founder
and interim CEO, Jack Dorsey, said the com-
pany is “not satisfied” with the pace of its
user growth. But executives also acknowl-
edged that this is unlikely to change for a
considerable amount of time.

Facebook, meanwhile, has nearly 1.5 bil-
lion monthly users, but its high-flying stock
also took a hit as investors sought to take
profits and might have had some concerns
about the company’s soaring spending. Also
this week, online reviews service Yelp saw its
shares plunge after it reported a second-
quarter loss and gave a disappointing out-
look. The results raised more concerns about
Yelp’s ability to survive as an independent
company. Its shares dropped to their lowest
level in two years. — AP 

Rough week ends for 
social media stocks

Numbers look to worry investors 

Sharp says
April-June loss
rises to $274 mn

TOKYO: Japanese electronics giant Sharp said yester-
day its net loss widened in April-June as it struggles
through a painful restructuring and weak sales of dis-
play screens and smartphones. The Osaka-based firm
reported a 33.98 billion yen ($274 million) shortfall in
the first fiscal quarter, much more than the 1.79 billion
yen in the same period last year.  However, it kept a
target of 80 billion yen in operating profit on sales of
2.8 trillion yen for the 12 months through March 2016.
It did not give a net profit target, citing uncertain
restructuring costs.

Earlier this year, Sharp said it was cutting 10 percent
of its 49,000 positions worldwide as part of a turn-
around plan intended to keep it afloat after posting a
bigger-than-expected $1.86 billion annual loss. “Sharp
is barely surviving and it is still uncertain if the compa-
ny turnaround can be carried out as planned-there are
still many hurdles to clear,” said Hiroshi Sakai, chief
economist at SMBC Friend Research Centre in Tokyo.

In the latest quarter, Sharp said it was hit by a
decline in its electronics business, including slack
demand for LCD televisions, smartphones and air puri-
fiers. Demand for small and mid-sized smartphone dis-
plays also weakened. The company announced yester-
day it would sell its Mexican TV production business to
Chinese electronics company Hisense, which would
continue to sell televisions under the Sharp brand.

Gaping deficits 
The once-mighty f irm, l ike r ivals  Sony and

Panasonic, has been working to move past years of
gaping deficits, partly caused by steep losses in its tel-
evision unit, which has been hammered by competi-
tion from lower-cost rivals particularly in South Korea
and Taiwan.  The embattled Aquos-brand maker has
said it would sell the building that houses its Osaka
headquarters to raise cash, roll out unspecified pay
cuts, and launch a drastic capital reduction plan to
wipe away huge losses.

Sharp-a major Apple supplier and leader in screens
for smartphones and tablets-said at the time it would
issue 200 billion yen worth of new shares with no vot-
ing rights to a pair of Japanese banks. The bid for a life-
line from its banks underscored Sharp’s desperate situ-
ation, as its rivals try to repair their own balance
sheets.

On Thursday, Sony said its quarterly profit more
than tripled as its PlayStation videogames and smart-
phone component sales got a lift while Panasonic’s
operating profit weakened. However, Panasonic has
rebounded more quickly that Sharp or Sony as it focus-
es less on the consumer products that built its global
brand and more on goods sold to other businesses.
Among the changes, Panasonic is pulling the plug on
its last remaining TV factory in China owing to the
sharp decline in prices. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Traders gather at the post that handles Yelp, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. — AP 

MUMBAI: Controversial app-based
taxi-hai l ing f i rm Uber plans to
invest $1 billion in India over the
next nine months, the company’s
local  head said in  a  statement
emailed to AFP yesterday. Uber
has endured a bumpy ride since it
started operat ing in  India  two
years ago, with a rape allegation
against one of its drivers leading
the New Delhi government to ban
it. But Uber India president Amit
Jain said the company was record-

ing growth of 40 percent month-
on-month in its biggest market
outside of the United States.

“We are extremely bullish on
the Indian market and see tremen-
dous potential here. This is why
Uber is committing an additional
$1 billion to India in the next nine
months,” he said. “With this invest-
ment and the strong rate  of
growth we are seeing, we expect
to hit over one million trips per
day in  the next  s ix  to  nine

months,” Jain added.    
He said India was a “global pri-

ority” for Uber and that services
would be expanded into new cities
as it bids with local startup Ola
Cabs for a larger share of the coun-
try’s booming taxi-hailing market.
Uber, which connects passengers
to drivers through a smartphone
app, has expanded rapidly world-
wide in recent years despite facing
hurdles from regulators in many
countries and protests from tradi-

tional taxi services.
It currently operates in 18 cities

across India, including the capital,
despite having an application for
a licence to provide services there
r e j e c t e d  r e c e n t l y .  U b e r  w a s
ordered off Delhi’s roads after a
rape allegation against one of its
drivers in December amid accu-
sations it was failing to conduct
adequate  background checks ,
b u t  i t  r e s u m e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n
January. — AFP 

Uber to invest $1 bn on India expansion
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S E O U L : China’s  s tock  market
extended loss while other global
stocks  most ly  gained yesterday
after data showed the US economy
posted solid growth during the sec-
ond quarter. Europe opened moder-
ately higher with Britain’s FTSE 100
up 0 .1  percent  to  6 ,673.08  and
Germany’s DAX gaining 0.2 percent
to 11,277.44. France’s CAC 40 rose
0.5 percent to 5,072.11.  Futures
augured a tepid start for Wall Street.
Dow futures remained flat while
S&P futures rose less than 0.1 per-
cent.

Asia’s day
The Shanghai Composite Index

f inished 1 .1  percent  lower  at
3,663.73, extending its loss to a sec-
ond day. South Korea’s Kospi fin-
ished up 0.6 percent at 2,030.16.
Japan’s Nikkei 225 added 0.3 per-
cent to 20,585.24 while Hong Kong’s

Hang Seng index rose 0.6 percent to
24,636.28. Stocks in Australia and
New Zealand were higher as well as
most stocks in Southeast Asia.

The Shanghai benchmark finished
this month with the worst monthly
loss since August 2008, losing 14.3
percent in July. The index suffered
its biggest one-day drop in eight
years on Monday when it plunged
8.5 percent despite government
intervention. Stocks recovered mod-
erately on Wednesday before falling
again on Thursday. Analysts say the
volatility is a sign that economic
fundamentals cannot support stock
prices at their current levels and that
the government’s support measures
may have been less effective than
what Beijing expected.

“Chinese markets should contin-
ue to grind sideways in the coming
sessions, as some calm returned to
the market,” said Bernard Aw, a mar-

ket strategist at IG.  “(Thursday’s)
decline is expected to be tolerated
by the authorities, but we could still
see state fund bids cushioning the
downside.”

US economy 
D r i v e n  b y  s t r o n g  c o n s u m e r

spending, the US economy expand-
ed 2.3 percent in the Apri l-June
quarter, the best showing since last
summer. First-quarter growth was
revised to 0.6 percent growth from
an earlier government estimate of
a  c o n t r a c t i o n .  T h e  d a t a  u n d e r -
scored the steady growth that is
l i k e l y  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  F e d e r a l
Reserve’s case that it will soon be
time to raise rates from a record
l o w .  F e d  p o l i c y m a k e r s  v o t e d
Wednesday to leave interest rates
unchanged. Many investors expect
the Fed will lift rates in September
or December.—AP 

China drop, global markets 
mostly gained after US data

US economy posted solid growth

China arrests seven in
leverage futures scam

SHANGHAI: Chinese authorities have arrested seven peo-
ple who allegedly lured in half a billion dollars from
investors by illegally offering huge amounts of leverage as
high as lending 100 yuan for every yuan in collateral, a
prosecutor said yesterday.

The Longwan district prosecutor in the coastal city of
Wenzhou said on its official microblog that Wenzhou
Guoding Investment had set up a virtual platform for
futures trading, conducting 3.2 billion yuan ($515.4 mil-
lion) of illegal business. The Wenzhou prosecutor said it
had approved the arrest of seven people after more than
six months of investigations. Police detained 27 people
linked to the case earlier this month and media said that
the firm’s operations had been closed down. Guoding
could not be reached for comment. Leverage enables
investors to make a fortune overnight by magnifying any
gains on their investment, but also means any losses can
be huge and abrupt if an investment turns bad.

The case underscores the casino-like nature of China’s
futures markets, where retail investors are often willing to
take huge gambles with borrowed money, blamed by
some for making the country’s financial markets vulnera-
ble to destabilizing routs. China’s stock exchanges have
lost around 30 percent of their value since mid-June, but
authorities have been flailing in efforts over the past three
weeks to prevent a further sell-off. Futures markets, both
stock index futures and commodities, have also desta-
bilised thanks to heavy leverage.

A Wenzhou businessman who was familiar with
Guoding’s business said that the head of Guoding was
renowned for being capable but fairly aggressive in invest-
ment circles. “There are a lot of firms in Wenzhou that do
this type of business... This will probably act as a warning
to them,” he added, asking not to be identified. Beijing has
been cracking down on riskier investments to try to stabi-
lize the market, as well as stepping up scrutiny of share
traders and their clients and launching investigations of
“share dumping” and “malicious short-sellers”. — Reuters 

TOKYO: People wait to cross a street in front of an electronic stock indicator of a securities firm.— AP

Kyushu electric
plans to restart
nuclear reactor 

TOKYO: Kyushu Electric Power Co said yesterday it
planned to begin starting up a reactor on Aug  10, the
first attempt to reboot Japan’s nuclear industry in nearly
two years after the sector was shut down in the wake of
the 2011 Fukushima disaster. Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s government has been pushing to bring some
reactors back online, arguing they are key to economic
growth. But opinion polls show a consistent majority
oppose restarts, even though power bills have risen as
utilities resort to expensive fossil fuels to generate pow-
er.

Kyushu, the monopoly supplier on the southwestern
island of the same name, says starting the No. 1 reactor
at its Sendai nuclear station would help it reduce costs
incurred from burning fossil fuels by about $60 million a
month. The 890-megawatt reactor will take about 12
hours to go critical after the start-up begins, with power
output to start in two or three days, a spokeswoman
said.

After it reaches full power in about 10 days from
restart, regulators will make final checks before it starts
commercial operations in September. Yesterday Kyushu
said it made a profit in the three months through June
30, after four years of annual losses. The closure of the
reactors has caused tens of billions of dollars in losses at
utilities as they resorted to importing more fossil fuel for
power generation and paid for upgrades to meet tight-
ened safety rules. Kyushu also aims to have its 890-
megawatt No. 2 reactor running by mid-October. It said
earlier that with both reactors operating, it would save
about 15 billion yen ($121 million) in fuel costs per
month, mainly by using less oil and LNG. Kyushu Electric
shares closed 3.29 percent higher yesterday. — Reuters 
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CARACAS: Venezuela’s largest food distribu-
tor on Thursday denounced the government
occupation of a Caracas warehouse amid
accusations that the company is hoarding
goods. Soldiers took over the warehouse
complex used by Empresas Polar late
Wednesday just as Venezuela’s federation of
brewers announced that Polar’s beer manu-
facturing subsidiary is shutting two of its six
plants because of a lack of imported barley.
The South American oil-exporting nation is
grappling with chronic shortages of all kinds
of staples from sugar to toilet paper, which
businesses blame on the socialist govern-
ment’s economic policies.

President Nicolas Maduro has accused
Polar of sabotaging the economy by hoard-
ing goods and intentionally creating short-
ages, a charge the company denies. As
December congressional elections
approach, Maduro has been levying fre-
quent attacks on sectors that he claims are
staging an economic war against
Venezuelans. Workers said the takeover was
intended to provide land for new houses,
another resource that has become scarce in

Caracas in recent years, pushing people to
live in shacks in the hills outside the city.

Polar executive Manuel Felipe Larrazabal
asked the administration to reconsider the
occupation, saying it had already paralyzed
the company’s supply chain in the capital.
“We’re not questioning the desire to build
homes, which are so necessary, but we won-
der why there is this need to disrupt active
industrial facilities,” he said Thursday.

Counter-demonstration 
The Ministry of Housing declined to com-

ment on the takeover of the complex, which
is also used by several other large compa-
nies, including PepsiCo Inc. and Nestle SA.
Some of the 650 employees that Polar said
work at the warehouse protested against the
seizure as armed police looked on.
Government supporters staged a counter-
demonstration outside the complex. By
nightfall, the crowds had mostly gone home.

It has been a rough couple of weeks for
Polar. In addition to the beer plant closures,
which the brewers’ federation said could
affect a quarter of domestic beer production,
Polar has also been embroiled in a dispute

with union workers demanding pay raises.
Members of some of the dozens of unions
representing Polar workers have limited dis-
tribution of the small bottles of light beer
that are favored in Venezuela. While there
are no signs of shortages on shelves so far,
the company says it is struggling to get
deliveries to the central part of the country.

Earlier this month, the head of
Venezuela’s liquor store federation warned
that the nation was about to run out of
beer because brewers had reached “zero
hour” amid widespread shortages in raw
materials. Days later, he was detained for
reasons that remain unclear. Polls suggest
most Venezuelans are not buying Maduro’s
economic war narrative. On Thursday, resi-
dents of the humble homes around the
warehouse complex came out to show sup-
port for Polar and its employees. Luis
Ignacio Moreno said the housing situation
is dire, but there is no need to pit one
group’s needs against another’s. “I want
them to build, but not to drive Polar out.
That’s where a lot of my neighbors work,”
he said. —AP 

CARACAS: A man walks by a sign on a wall that reads “Not to the expropriation, We are all Polar,” outside
the distribution center belonging to Venezuela’s largest food company, Empresas Polar, in the La
Yaguara.— AP 

BRUSSELS: Inflation in the 19-nation
eurozone was unchanged in July while
the jobless rate for June was also flat, sug-
gesting the economy maintained only
modest growth, official data showed yes-
terday. Consumer prices rose 0.2 percent
in July, the same rate as the previous
month, the Eurostat Statistics Agency said.

The data matched forecasts by ana-
lysts, who had been waiting to see the
impact from the European Central Bank’s

unprecedented economic stimulus pro-
gram designed to give the economy a
decisive boost after years of tepid growth.
The ECB has an inflation target of just
under 2.0 percent.

Underlying inflation, which strips out
volatile energy and food prices, rose to 1.0
percent in July from 0.8 percent in June,
Eurostat said. Unemployment meanwhile
was unchanged at 11.1 percent in June, it
said. A pick-up in consumer prices is usu-

ally evidence of increased demand which
in turn should produce more jobs and the
figures suggest the economy is bumping
along despite the negative impact on sen-
timent of the long-running Greek debt cri-
sis.

Prices were actually falling in the first
three months of the year-with January
down a worrying 0.6 percent, stoking
fears of deflation. Deflation can be a killer
for an economy because consumers may

put off purchases expecting to buy goods
cheaper at a later date but that under-
mines demand, and then jobs, setting off
a vicious cycle. Eurostat said there were
some 17.76 million unemployed in the
eurozone in June, up 31,000 from May
even as the headline rate remained
unchanged. The June 2014 unemploy-
ment rate was 11.6 percent, with some
811,000 jobs gained over the year since
then, it said.— AFP 

Euro-zone inflation, jobless rates unchanged: Official

Venezuela food warehouse
accused of food hoarding 
Oil-exporting nation grappling with chronic shortages

US employment costs post 
smallest ever gain in Q2
Labor costs rise 2 percent

in 12 months 
WASHINGTON: US labor costs in the second quarter recorded
their smallest increase in 33 years amid tepid gains in the private
sector, but it likely was a temporary setback against the backdrop
of diminishing labor market slack. The unexpectedly smaller rise
reported by the Labor Department yesterday will probably not
dampen speculation that the Federal Reserve is set to raise inter-
est rates later this year. The US labor market is fast approaching
full employment.

The Employment Cost Index, the broadest measure of labor
costs, edged up 0.2 percent, the Labor Department said. That
was the smallest gain since the series started in the second quar-
ter of 1982 and followed a 0.7 percent rise in the first quarter.

“This data has periodically proved to be very lumpy and the
sharp deceleration is inconsistent with other measures of wage
inflation that are trending higher, not falling off a cliff,” said Eric
Green, chief economist at TD Securities in New York. Economists
polled by Reuters had forecast the employment cost index,
which is widely viewed by policymakers and economists as one
of the better measures of labor market slack, rising 0.6 percent in
the second quarter. US stock futures rose slightly after the data,
while prices for US Treasuries traded higher. The dollar fell
against a basket of currencies. The deceleration in labor costs
likely does not suggest a material slowing in wage growth, as
commissions inflated worker compensation at the start of the
year. Labor market slack has diminished significantly over the last
few years, which is expected to start putting upward pressure on
wages.

Atrocious numbers 
“This is precisely how the Fed will interpret this report, even if

the numbers here are atrocious. The broader trends are still
unquestionably favorable,” Green said. At 5.3 percent, the unem-
ployment rate is close to the 5.0 percent to 5.2 percent range
that most Fed officials consider consistent with full employment.
The ECI is also considered a better predictor of core inflation.

Wages and salaries, which account for 70 percent of
employment costs, rose 0.2 percent in the second quarter, also
the smallest increase on record. They had increased 0.7 percent
in the first quarter. Private sector wages and salaries were up
0.2 percent after gaining 0.7 percent in the prior quarter.
Overall private sector compensation failed to rise for the first
time on record.— Reuters 

MIAMI: In this Friday, June 5, 2015 photo, Natasha
Portuondo, center, sifts flour over baskets as she and
Adina Robles, right, make bread at Zak the Baker.— AP 
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Lebanese
singer Wael

Kfoury  performs
at the Jarash

Festival of Culture
and  Arts, on July

30, 2015 at the
South Theatre of
Jordan’s ancient

Greek-Roman city
of Jarash . —AFP

‘Blue Beach’ offers Gazans
a glimpse of the good life
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Mel B wants 
to ‘gather troops’ 

for Spice Girls
20th anniversary

P
op singer turned television talent show judge Mel
B has hinted at a possible Spice Girl reunion, say-
ing she would like to “gather the troops” to mark

the 1990s group’s 20th anniversary next year. The band,
whose popularity endures 15 years after its break-up,
stormed the charts with debut single “Wannabe” in
1996 and went on to sell more than 80 million records
worldwide. “When you say it’s our 20th anniversary
coming up, it does make you think, ‘Oh my gosh it really
has been that long’,” Mel B, whose real name is Melanie
Brown, said on the US television “Today” show on
Thursday.

“Hopefully we’ll gather the troops around and we’ll
get to do something to celebrate it next year ... Well, it’s
in my plan. I don’t know about anybody else’s.” Mel B,
who was known as Scary Spice; Victoria Beckham - Posh
Spice; Emma Bunton - Baby Spice; Geri Halliwell - Ginger
Spice; and Melanie Chisholm - Sporty Spice reunited
briefly for the 2012 London Olympics to perform a med-
ley of their songs. Mel B is now a judge on US television
show “America’s Got Talent”, whose 10th season she
promoted on the viewing terrace of New York’s tower-
ing Empire State Building later on Thursday.

“I’ve done Broadway, I’ve done theatre, I’ve produced
my own music, I’ve done touring with the Spice Girls so I
know what it feels like to be a well-rounded entertainer, or
I like to call myself that,” she told Reuters. “I like to be able
to give constructive criticism from a place where I know
I’ve been there.”— Reuters

I
t’s hard to describe Lianne La Havas’ music in a quick
soundbite, and that’s by design. The British singer
has a unique sound that transcends genres. Her

music is not quite R&B, folk music or jazz, but a melding
of all three. It’s cool, yet simmering with passion,
reserved at times, but bombastic and funky at others. “I
just kind of wanted to mix all the genres and mix all the
things that I like together,” La Havas said. “Everything
comes from wanting to merge many styles together.”

The singer-songwriter-guitarist is set to release her
second album, “Blood,” on Friday. Her sultry 2012 debut,
“Is Your Love Big Enough,” was a critical success; among
its accolades was being crowned iTunes album of the
year in the United Kingdom. It also won her high-profile
fans, including Prince, who has raved about her. He fea-
tured her on his 2014 album, “Art Official Age,” and
enlisted her for performances, including on “Saturday
Night Live.” Her new album comes with high expecta-
tions. For “Blood,” La Havas pushed herself to sample
new styles of writing.

“I am a little bit different now so, I think you will prob-
ably hear that in the music. There’s lots of change,” La
Havas said. The 25-year-old created “Blood” while on her
first trip to Jamaica with her mother. La Havas, of
Jamaican and Greek ancestry, said, “It just felt strangely
appropriate to just be making music there.” La Havas
said unlike her first album, she worked with many pro-
ducers, including reggae and dancehall star Stephen
McGregor (also known as Di Genius), to create songs like
her booming, beat-driven single “Unstoppable.”

“I was able to kind of just do what I wanted, and so
there was no kind of limitations with the ideas and the

songwriting,” La Havas said. La Havas will spend August
touring Europe and then returns to the United States for
a tour in the fall. She calls the spread of her music in the
United States phenomenal. 

“It’s just amazing that anyone over here has heard the
music and likes it,” La Havas said. “To know that it has
traveled is really exciting.” — AP

Acclaimed American film
director Woody Allen has
given a rare interview and

made even rarer remarks about
his controversial marriage to the
adopted daughter of his former
girlfriend. “I’m 35 years older and
somehow, through no fault of
mine or hers, the dynamic
worked,” he told National Public
Radio of his wife Soon-Yi, calling
him “paternal” in their relation-
ship. “I started the relationship
with her and I thought it would
just be a fling,” he said.

“Then we started going
together, then we started living
together and we were enjoying
it. And the age difference didn’t
seem to matter. It seemed to
work in our favor.” Allen, who
will celebrate his 80th birthday
in December, said he had
“lucked out” with his third wife.
“I’ve been married now for 20
years, and it’s been good. I think

that was probably the odd factor
that I’m so much older than the
girl I married,” he said. “I was
paternal,” Allen said. “She
deferred to me, and I was happy
to give her an enormous amount
of decision-making just as a gift
and let her take charge of so
many things.”

Allen was previously in a rela-
tionship with American actress
and activist Mia Farrow, who
starred in 13 of his films. The
couple separated when Farrow
found out about his affair with
Soon-Yi, whom she adopted
with ex-husband, the conductor
Andre Previn. Allen married
Soon-Yi in 1997. The famed
director also looked back on his
life, calling himself “lazy and an
imperfectionist.” “Filmmaking is
not (the) end-all be-all of my
existence. Another shortcoming
is that I don’t have the intellect
or the depth or the natural gift.

The greatness is not in me,” he
said. Allen has won four Oscars
and a lifetime achievement
award at Cannes, the world’s top
film festival, in 2002. He has pro-
duced an average of one film a
year since 1965. 

He repeated his long-stand-
ing denial of accusations that he
molested Dylan Farrow, his
adoptive daughter with Farrow,
and said scandals in his private
life had not impacted his fans. “I
always had a small audience.
People did not come in great
abundance, and they still don’t,
and I’ve maintained the same
audience over the years,” he
said. “If the reviews are bad, they
don’t come. If the reviews are
good, they probably come,” he
added, saying he did not believe
that his private life had influ-
enced his films. His latest film,
“Irrational Man,” is currently at
the cinema. — AFP

B
est-selling boy band One Direction
released a surprise first single as a
foursome yesterday, two days after

former member Zayn Malik announced a
new record deal as solo artist. “Drag Me
Down” follows November’s “Night
Changes” and is the first single the group,
which came to prominence on British tele-
vised singing competition “The X Factor” in
2010, has put out since Malik said he was
quitting the band in March.

The foursome-Harry Styles, Liam Payne,
Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson-posted a
video message on Twitter announcing the
new single. “It’s the first song from the new

album that we’ve been working very, very
hard on,” Payne said in the video. In a sepa-
rate post on his Twitter feed, Payne called
the move “a bit of a surprise”. The news
came after Malik himself tweeted a picture
on Wednesday of him signing papers at
RCA Records.

“I guess I never explained why I left, it
was for this moment to be given the oppor-
tunity to show you who I really am!  #real-
music #RCA,” he wrote. Malik quit after five
years with One Direction, saying he wanted
to “be a normal 22-year old who is able to
relax and have some private time out of the
spotlight”. —Reuters

One Direction release surprise
first single as a foursome

Woody Allen on marriage: 
‘I was paternal - it worked’

US director Woody Allen
and his wife Soon-Yi arriv-

ing for the screening of the
film “Irrational Man” at the

68th Cannes Film Festival
in Cannes, southeastern

France. —AFP

Lianne La Havas experiments 
with her new album ‘Blood’

This CD cover image released by Nonesuch shows
“Blood,” the latest release by Lianne La Havas. — AP
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Batman. Spider-Man. Iron Man. Ant-Man.
The list of male superheroes starring in
their own big-screen escapades is bigger

than Tony Stark’s ego, and the billions of dollars
these films have generated rival the fortunes of
the well-off tinkerer.  However, in spite of
Hollywood’s continued fascination with super-
men, a new surge of female power could finally
electrify the genre and more closely resemble
the audiences of comic book adaptations.

That’s the apparent takeaway from Marvel
Studios’ latest release, “Ant-Man.” The film con-
cludes with - spoiler alert - Evangeline Lilly’s
character, Hope Van Dyne, being bestowed with
her late mother’s prototype superhero suit and
alter-ego. When she spots the ensemble, she sat-

isfyingly informs her inventor father, “It’s about
damn time.” It likely is, considering 42 percent of
“Ant-Man” ticket buyers on opening weekend
were women. “It was always intentional to end
the movie that way with Hope saying she’s
going to be suited up in future adventures,” said
Kevin Feige, president of Marvel Studios. “Over
the year since we shot that, it’s taken on a
greater meaning out there in the fan communi-
ty. It’s more relevant now than it’s ever been.”

Over the past seven years of interconnected

Marvel superhero movies, female characters
who are not codenamed Black Widow have
mostly been relegated to the sidelines as love
interests, sidekicks, damsels in distress or all of
the above, making Hope’s parting words res-
onate beyond the screen for viewers who’ve
long been dissatisfied with the lack of female
superheroes in movies, despite their decades-
long histories in comics.

Pioneering women
Scarlett Johansson’s shadowy agent Black

Widow is no longer the sole Marvel movie hero-

ine following the introduction of Zoe Saldana’s
alien assassin Gamora in last year’s “Guardians of
the Galaxy,” Elizabeth Olsen’s mind-bending
Scarlet Witch earlier this year in “Avengers: Age
of Ultron” and Lilly’s winged Wasp at the end of
“Ant-Man.” “Their intentions are in the right
place,” Lilly said. “They just have to get there.
They’re breaking new ground. I’m really honored
and excited to be part of that, to be one of the
pioneering women within the superhero realm,
to represent strong women and put more of a
female presence into these movies.” Andrea
Letamendi, a psychologist and comic book
expert who recently participated in a talk at San
Diego Comic-Con titled, “Building the Modern
(Super)Heroine,” was disappointed that the film-
makers stopped short of having Lilly’s character
actually don the Wasp’s get-up and help save
the day alongside Ant-Man.

“When women don’t see ourselves represent-
ed in an important role, for instance as a super-
hero, we begin to question our value in society,”
said Letamendi. “It’s surprising that we’re still
considering that, but it’s very true. The clinical
term for it is symbolic annihilation, and it has a
damaging effect, especially on younger audi-
ences.” Letamendi commended Marvel for
including smart, savvy female characters, such as
Thor’s astrophysicist girlfriend Jane Foster and
Tony Stark’s CEO significant other Pepper Potts,
in past films, although she said it would be more
socially beneficial for viewers to see women
serve as actual superheroes or - better yet - lead
the charge against all those killer robots and
aliens.

Singular female
Financially, solely focusing on female super-

heroes has never boosted the bottom line for
movie studios. “Supergirl ,”  “Elektra” and
“Catwoman” each failed to dazzle audiences or
critics, but that was more than a decade ago
before the current superhero boom. Since then,
the young-adult, female-led adaptations of “The
Hunger Games” and “Divergent” series rocketed

to the top of the box office, and - as with “Ant-
Man” - women accounted for more than 40 per-
cent of the opening weekend crowds for “Age of
Ultron” and “Guardians of the Galaxy.”

Regardless of the recent boost of womankind
in Marvel’s superhero movie line-up and among
theatergoers, the Disney-owned studio isn’t
planning to release a film centered on a singular
female superhero until 2018’s “Captain Marvel.”
In the comics, the character is portrayed as a
female fighter pilot who lands superpowers after
a freak extraterrestrial accident. Warner Bros will
actually beat Marvel to punch a year earlier with
a “Wonder Woman” film in 2017 starring Gal
Gadot. She’ll first pop up as the DC Comics char-
acter in next year’s “Batman v Superman: Dawn
of Justice.” The demigod will later join several
male superheroes for a two-part “Justice
League” film series.

Modern audiences
Other than the warrior princess and some

female anti-heroes in next year’s baddie mash-
up “Suicide Squad,” the forthcoming cinematic
take on DC Comics’ super-powered population is
expected to be just as dominated by characters
with XY chromosomes as the Marvelverse, unless
the likes of Batgirl, Black Canary or Hawkgirl
swoop in. The scenario is similar for Fox’s
“Fantastic Four,” out Aug 7. The reboot features
a lone lady: 

Kate Mara’s Invisible Woman. Conversely, the
movie studio’s mutant-filled “X-Men” franchise
has always featured a mix of male and female
characters over the past 15 years, and next year’s
“X-Men: Apocalypse” edition will star the series’
most diverse cast yet. The question of just how
female superheroes can fare on their own with
modern audiences will be tested later this year,
not in theaters but on small screens. CBS’
“Supergirl” and Netflix’s “Jessica Jones” are set to
debut in the fall. If those serialized DC and
Marvel adaptations soar on television, perhaps
their superhero sisters will on the big screen, as
well. — AP

“Game of Thrones” fans, brace yourselves:
The fantasy saga’s end is perhaps just a

few years away. HBO programming chief Michael
Lombardo said Thursday that the drama series’
producers are leaning toward three more sea-
sons after the just-concluded season five. “I’m
always hoping they’re going to change their
minds, but I think that’s what we’re looking at

right now,” Lombardo told a Television Critics
Association meeting.

Asked about the possibility of a prequel series,
Lombardo said he believed there’s “enormous
story material” to be mined for such a project. But
the focus now of showrunners David Benioff and
DB Weiss is season six of “Game of Thrones,” he
said, which is in production now for 2016. The

series came under fire this year for a rape scene
involving a bride’s assault by her husband on
their wedding night. Lombardo, noting that the
drama has included violence as a thread since it
started, said the producers are careful about not
overstepping boundaries while remaining true to
the storytelling. “I support them fully artistically,”
he said. Voters in the TV academy weren’t swayed

by the controversy, making “Game of Thrones”
the most-nominated series last month. It received
24 nods for the September awards, including best
drama series. Lombardo was asked if the popular
character of Jon Snow, who appeared to die last
season, was actually a goner. “Dead is dead is
dead,” said Lombardo, adding, “Everything I’ve
seen, heard and read,” Snow is dead. — AP

This image
released by HBO

shows Kit
Harington as Jon

Snow, left, in a
scene from “Game

of Thrones.” 
— AP photos

This photo provided by courtesy of HBO shows, Michiel Huisman, from left,
Peter Dinklage, Emilia Clarke, Nathalie Emmanuel, and Iain Glen, in a scene
from “Game of Thrones,” season 5.

‘Game of Thrones’ could wrap after 3 more seasons 

Invisible Women?
Hollywood’s female superhero problem

Gal Gadot, as Diana Prince/Wonder
Woman, in the action adventure film,
“Batman V Superman: Dawn of Justice,” a
Warner Bros Pictures release. — AP photos

Kate Mara,
as Sue
Storm, in a
scene from
the film,
“Fantastic
Four.” 
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Amemorial set up in Germany by some of
Michael Jackson’s most ardent fans the day
after his sudden 2009 death has come

under threat in a strangely emotional turf war.
Rival factions enamored with the King of Pop
beyond the grave are locked in a bitter battle over
who tends best to the American singer’s memory,
in a spat that has at times even turned violent.
Authorities in the southern city of Munich, where
Jackson was a frequent guest at the plush
Bayerischer Hof hotel, say the memorial may have
to go to keep the peace.

A letter this month from the Bavarian state cul-
ture ministry in the tone of an exasperated parent
warned that “if peaceful coexistence between the
different groups of fans behind the Michael
Jackson memorial is not possible, the memorial
will unfortunately have to disappear”.  Just oppo-
site the hotel’s entrance is a statue of Renaissance
composer Orlando di Lasso that Jackson devotees
have commandeered as a shrine for the eccentric
entertainer.

Its pedestal is smothered in pictures docu-
menting Jackson’s startling physical transforma-
tion over his four-decade career, flags from the
fans’ countries of origin, flowerpots and fresh
bouquets with lovingly drawn cards. One of the
top-selling recording artists of all time, Jackson
died aged 50 on June 25, 2009 from a lethal over-
dose of sedatives as he was readying to give a
series of concerts in London. The superstar was a

frequent visitor to Germany, where he had one of
his largest and most devoted fan bases.

In one of his more perplexing public appear-
ances, the pop icon held his youngest son Prince
Michael II out of the window of a Berlin hotel in
2002 in front of hundreds of fans.  Nevertheless,
the outpouring of emotion set off by Jackson’s
passing continues unabated in Germany six years
on, and the mood has grown increasingly fraught,
even hysterical. “We tolerated this memorial until
now but have heard from the police about dis-
putes among fans and there have even been
criminal complaints,” a spokesman for Bavaria’s
culture ministry, Henning Giessen, said. One such
complaint, for bodily harm, was filed by the presi-
dent and founder of the Munich-based fan club
MJ’s Legacy, Nena Snezana Akhtar.

She accuses a rival Jackson enthusiast of
throwing a glass votive candle-holder at her.
Berlin’s daily Tagesspiegel called it a “guerrilla
war” fuelled by “a lot of Prosecco”. “For some
time, a group of four people has come together to
rally against our work,” said Akhtar, who makes a
daily pilgrimage to the shrine to tend to it. “They
remove our decorations, take down our posters
and crush the flowers we plant.”

Michael’s message 
Not surprisingly, the opposing camp, which

runs a Facebook page called MJ Memorial
Munich, tells a different story.  “The organisation

MJ’s Legacy thinks that it has exclusive permission
from the city to decorate and maintain the memo-
rial,” said one member, Bettina Alder. 

“(Akhtar) is doing everything she can to get us
out of here but a lot of fans (from MJ Memorial
Munich) don’t agree and want to keep coming.”
Until now, attempts to mediate between the war-
ring sides have proved fruitless. Although the
memorial never received formal approval by the
Munich or Bavarian state authorities, no one has
moved to dismantle it.  Over the years it has
become a kind of quirky landmark and a must-see
stop for foreign tourists.

But if the police are called again to break up a
dispute, the memorial will likely have to vanish. “If
that happens, I’ll be very, very sad,” said Mila Bulj,
a pensioner and member of MJ’s Legacy, tears
welling up in her eyes. “We can continue getting
together and accepting money for our charity
work but I would miss the memorial so much.” 

Beyond maintaining the shrine, the group
does fundraising for causes that were close to
Jackson’s heart, such as child cancer patients.
Inspired by the singer’s much-espoused dream of
a world at peace, one fan who gave his name as
Elmmi admitted that the shrine had perhaps
caused more strife than it was worth. “It’s not that
important to have posters or a monument to
remember him by, especially when they cause
problems,” he said. “The important thing is to
keep spreading Michael’s message.” — AFP

‘Blue Beach’ offers 
Gazans a glimpse

of the good life

A
luxurious new tourist resort has
opened in the Gaza Strip, its mani-
cured lawns, sparkling pool and pri-

vate beach in stark contrast to the impov-
erished territory still struggling to recover
from last year’s war. The Blue Beach Resort,
made up of 162 chalet-style rooms set
among palm trees and overlooking the
Mediterranean, hopes to become the
“most significant tourist attraction and
entertainment venue in Gaza”, according
to its website.

Built by the Palestine Real Estate
Investment Company, the hotel was set for
completion last summer, just before the
outbreak of a 50-day war between Israel
and Hamas, the Islamist group that has
controlled the territory since 2007. A year
on, the resort is finally opening for busi-
ness, although only 76 of the rooms are
available. Already demand is high, with
eager weekenders prepared to pay
between $100 and $160 a night to escape
Gaza’s privations.

At night, in contrast to the power cuts
that afflict much of the enclave, the
resort’s lights can be seen glittering
around the swimming pool, the terrace
and down to the 750-metre private beach,
where the surf rolls in gently. The hotel’s
Facebook page has already received
19,000 ‘Likes’ and secured 4.7 out of 5 stars
from 230 reviewers. The Trip Advisor web-
site is slightly less upbeat, however, featur-
ing a red banner above a picture of the
swimming pool reading “TRAVEL ALERT:
SAFETY AND SECURITY CONCERNS”.

Oasis amid hardship
While Gaza is one of the world’s most

economically distraught places, with
unemployment at 45 percent and output
contracting 15 percent last year, there
remain pockets of wealth among the 1.8
million population. The war, the third con-
flict in the territory since 2008, destroyed
more than 12,000 homes and left tens of
thousands of people homeless. But amid
the destruction, and the death of more
than 2,000 people, there is a desire among
those who can afford it to experience
everyday pleasures if possible.

There are a number of smart restau-
rants and hotels on the beachfront in the
northern part of Gaza City, sitting almost
alongside a refugee camp and not far from
neighborhoods that were heavily bom-
barded during the war. 

To the frustration of Gazans, post-war
reconstruction has only just begun - the
first of the destroyed homes were only
rebuilt this month. Housing minister
Mufeed Al-Hassayna has promised that the
pace will now accelerate.

Qatar, a major financial supporter of
the Palestinians, has promised $1 billion in
aid, including the rebuilding of 1,000
homes. It has also just completed a new
beachfront road. Guests at the Blue Beach
Resort were full of admiration for the
development, even if they were well
aware that it is an isolated jewel that
many cannot afford. “Since we can’t take
our families to resorts outside Gaza, we
bring them here,” said Ahmed Khaled, 45,
a father of five.  “It’s a place where you see
only beauty, you can enjoy a drink or
lunch by the sea,” he said. — Reuters

T
he special guests at U2’s concert Thursday
night included Paul Simon, Lou Reed’s
widow and the woman who called 911

when Bono fell off his bike in New York City last
year. Simon joined U2 onstage at Madison
Square Garden to sing some of his song,
“Mother and Child Reunion.” Before Bono kicked
off the tune, he pointed out that Simon was in
the crowd, and the audience roared as Simon
entered the stage.

Bono also noted that Reed’s widow, musician
Laurie Anderson, was in the audience of 20,000.
The band performed Reed’s “Satellite of Love” as
a video of the late icon singing the song
appeared onscreen. Bono, who crashed his bike
in Central Park and suffered multiple injuries last
year, called out the woman who dialed 911 and
the firefighters who responded to the call. They
sat close to the stage. “I am here today because

some people, when I crashed my bike here in
the city, a beautiful girl made a phone call to
911. She’s from Denver, but she’s here tonight.
And so is Engine 44, the firefighters that picked
me up off the ground,” he said.

Bono then handed the microphone to the
responders to recount the story. “So I have to
clarify, it’s Alyssa and I’m from DC, not Denver,”
the woman said. It earned her laughs. But her
shine ended shortly after. “Here’s what hap-
pened: I was running in Central Park, there was
an accident, obviously I had to stop and help
because I’m not from New York, I’m from
Virginia, where people are nice,” she said as the
audience booed as she tried to finish the story.
Bono, 55, completed surgery after suffering frac-
tures to his left eye socket, shoulder blade and
left elbow following his fall.

But he was energetic and excited Thursday,

working the entire stage at the loud arena
alongside guitarists the Edge and Adam Clayton
and drummer Larry Mullen, Jr The North
American leg of U2’s Innocence + Experience
Tour ended yesterday at Madison Square
Garden, which will mark the band’s eighth con-
secutive show at the famed venue since July 18.
The band will tour Europe in September. — AP

Bono of U2 performs at the Innocence +
Experience Tour at The Forum in
Inglewood, Calif. — AP

Paul Simon joins U2 onstage at
NYC’s Madison Square Garden

Disputed German Jackson 
memorial may have to beat it

A woman
kneeling
besides 
flowers, letters
and pictures of
US singer
Michael
Jackson which
are fixed on a
monument
dedicated to
Franco-Flemish
Renaissance
composer
Orlando di
Lasso. —AFP



SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2015

Stallone isn’t saying goodbye to the
characters. Instead, he’s set to become
Rocky Balboa again onscreen in
“Creed” this fall and is working on
another “Rambo” installment. Stallone
said today’s fascination with cinematic
superheroes leaves little room for the
“lone wolf” or “man against the odds”
characters he likes to play.

Personal film
“That’s kind of why I’m still around,

because I embrace that and it’s
become kind of a rarity and there’s not
many of us left,” he said in a recent
interview. “Will that come around

again? I don’t think so. Not in its purest
form... So I embrace it and that’s why I
want to continue to do it until my
body explodes.” First up is “Creed,” by
writer-director Ryan Coogler. Stallone
is Rocky, but this time he’s coach to a
young star boxer played by Michael B
Jordan.

“By no means is this a ‘Rocky 7,’”
Stallone said. “This is a journey for
Michael B Jordan, who is brilliant in the
movie, and Ryan Coogler, (for whom)
this is a very personal film.” When
Coogler first approached Stallone
about the film, he declined, saying he
felt Rocky had “run his course.” After
making “Fruitvale Station,” the film-
maker returned to discuss the role
again.

“I’ve never seen someone who was
so persistent,” Stallone said. He ought
to know, after holding out to play the
titular character in his breakthrough
script, “Rocky,” back in 1976. Stallone
earned Oscar nominations for his
screenplay and lead perform-
ance, and the film won the
best picture prize.

At work now on a
screenplay for a new
“Rambo” film, Stallone
admitted, “It really is not
fun.” He still thinks the char-
acter is compelling - “Where

Rocky is the height of optimism, this
guy is the height of pessimism,” he
said - but finds writing more challeng-
ing than any other artistic discipline.
“I’m torn because the last one was so
satisfying and hit all the buttons,” he
said. “The idea is: How do you top
that? Or do you try to top that?” Then
there’s the issue of a potential adver-
sary. “Rambo has shot just about
everybody. There’s no one left,”
Stallone said. “We’re down to Eskimos.
And penguins.”

Popular characters
While fans are waiting for the new

films, they can bid on pieces of Rocky’s
and Rambo’s past when Heritage
Auctions moderates the Stallone sale
on Oct 14 and 15. Other items avail-
able include Rambo’s knife and

Rocky’s Harley-Davidson motorcycle. “I
saw the John Wayne auction and I
thought it would have been so much
more effective if John Wayne had still
been alive so he could explain to his
fans what some of his pieces meant to
him,” Stallone said. “I’m not that
young, but still aware enough to
appreciate the people that will appre-
ciate owning (these items).”

He plans to use some of the auction
proceeds to demonstrate his apprecia-
tion to those who have inspired his
most popular characters by support-
ing military charities. “I think my image
and what I’ve played throughout my
career has been very American and
very military-oriented and also police-
oriented,” Stallone said. “It basically is
something that has bolstered my
career so I thought I’d like to pay back
the real people that have supplied the
inspiration for the characters I’ve
played.” — AP

Stallone puts ‘Rocky,’ ‘Rambo’ 
memorabilia up for auction

Sylvester Stallone is parting with memorabilia from the “Rocky” and “Rambo” movies, but he’s

keeping the two characters alive onscreen. The 69-year-old entertainer announced Thursday

that he’ll put hundreds of props and costumes from his 40-year career up for auction in October,

with a portion of the proceeds benefiting military charities. Some of the items Stallone has agreed

to sell include Rambo’s Army jacket and Rocky’s gloves, robe and boxing trunks.

This photo provided
by Heritage
Auctions shows a
costume actor
Sylvester Stallone
wore in the 1995
movie, “Judge
Dredd.”

Sylvester Stallone arrives for “The
Expendables 3” party at the 67th
international film festival, Cannes,
southern France. — AP photos

This photo provided by
Heritage Auctions shows the
Harley Davidson FLH model
motorcycle actor Sylvester
Stallone rode in “Rocky III”

(1982) and that appeared in
“Rocky V” (1990).

This photo provided by Heritage
Auctions shows the boxing gloves
worn by actor Sylvester Stallone in
“Rocky II” (1979).

US army jacket
worn by actor
S y l v e s t e r
Stallone in his
iconic role as
John Rambo in
the 1982 film,
“First Blood.”

This photo
provided by
Heritage
Auctions
shows the
boxing trunks
worn by actor
Sylvester
Stallone in
the 1982
movie,
“Rocky III.”

This photo 
provided by

Heritage Auctions
shows the Rocky

Balboa boxing ring
robe worn by actor

Sylvester Stallone
in the 1985 film,

“Rocky IV.”
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S
uper tall, super skinny and super expensive:
a new generation of New York skyscrapers,
some taller than the Empire State building,

are altering the world’s most famous skyline. And
it’s not just the masonry that’s soaring to new
heights. The prices have also gone stratospheric:
three apartments sold recently for more than
$100 million a piece. Half a dozen buildings are
planned or under construction in Central Park
south, affording views across the park. Others are
concentrated around Madison Square Park, or
still further south.

“There really is a new type in skyscraper histo-
ry that is just beginning to appear,” said Carol
Willis, historian, founder, director and curator of
The Skyscraper Museum. 

They “will proliferate in the next five to 10
years and really change the character of the
Manhattan skyline,” she added. The buildings are
between 50 and 90 storeys high. Their architects

are sometimes international celebrities. Those
who buy are multi-millionaires from across the
world who consider a “trophy apartment” in the
sky an investment or chic pied a terre.

Many residents do not even live in New York
full time. 0ne57 at 157 West 57th Street, known
as Billionaires Row just south of Central Park, is
one of the prime examples. Completed in 2014, it
stands at 1,000 feet (306 meters) tall, has 75
storeys and 92 apartments in the clouds. It was
fleetingly the highest residential building in New
York until it was dethroned by the nearly finished
432 Park, an ultra-thin cuboid of 104 apartments
at 1,396 feet. It is higher than the Empire State
Building, minus its antenna — 1,250 feet without,
1,454 feet with. Another is 217 West 57th Street
projected to rise to 1,500 feet and 111 West 57th
Street, due for completion in 2018, will be partic-
ularly slender at 1,428 feet, and at its widest, 60

feet (18.28 meters) by 80 feet (24.38 meters).
Several other projects have already been
approved around Central Park, according to the
Municipal Art Society of New York (MAS), the
author of a report called the Accidental Skyline.

Views have values 
But it’s not as much the height, which has

always defined New York, but the delicacy of the
buildings that is striking. This is explained by the
cost of land and New York zoning regulations,
which since 1961 have restricted the square feet
of land on which property can be built, but not
how high. Developers can buy “air rights” from
neighboring, smaller buildings, allowing them to
build higher and afford their clients unrestricted
views. Panoramic views come with hefty price
tags so air rights are increasingly expensive in a
frenetic New York real estate market.

“Views have values, and that value is reflected
in the air rights in the sky,” says Willis. But these
skinny towers, made possible by progress in tech-
nology and building materials, in particular on
how to withstand strong winds, don’t make
everyone happy. The first ones to be built have
already cast long shadows over Central Park,
sports grounds, the zoo and a children’s carousel,
according to MAS. “We believe that public access
to light, air and green space cannot be sacrified,”
it said in the report, which has studied in minute
detail  the shadows expected to be cast.
“Protecting these qualities is critical to the eco-
nomic health of New York 

City and the well being of New Yorkers,” it
said. MAS says nearly all the skyscrapers are built
without proper public review, so there is no
assessment of their impact. The zoning regula-
tions, dating back 50 years, are out of date, she
says and calls for a re-look at urban planning.
According to Willis, these ultra-slender towers
will remain unique to New York given their eye
watering cost. “Until the market in New York was
able to achieve $3,000 per square foot for con-
struction, you didn’t have any of those towers,
because the high price of construction was not
repaid in the high selling price,” she said. — AFP

A panoramic shot
taken from the Top
of the Rock
Observation Deck
shows the One57
building and the
under-construction
432 Park Avenue
overlooking Central
Park in New York.
— AFP photos

New generation of skinny 
skyscrapers alters NY skyline

A view of Central Park, taken from the Top
of the Rock Observation Deck, showing
the One57 building at left of picture.

A view of Central Park taken from the Top of the Rock Observation Deck. 
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S
ome 5,000 foodies and fashionistas
gathered late Tuesday on the banks of
the Hudson River in New York for the

fifth edition of the “Diner en blanc” (Dinner
in White). Organizers of the pop-up picnic
where attendees dress to the nines entirely
in white chose the huge Pier 26 structure
this time in the hip Tribeca neighborhood.
In accordance with tradition, organizers
kept the location secret until the last
minute. Participants, all signed up ahead of
time, brought their own food, along with
tables, chairs, dishes, a white tablecloth,
roses and hydrangeas-all white, of course.

The uber-trendy picnic had a waiting list
of 35,000 people who never made it to the
event. Under an open sky in blistering heat
of 91 degrees Fahrenheit (33 Celsius), the
crowd by kicked off the evening twirling

their white napkins. In retro style, men and
women dressed with extravagant hats,
mantillas, feathers and lace dresses. All is in
accordance with the organizers’ dictum.
Guests “must wear white and be dressed
elegantly. Originality is encouraged as long
as it stays stylish and denotes taste,” the
New York event’s website says.

Guests delighted in their picnic contri-
butions-sushi, garden salads, salmon, deli
meats, cheese and red fruit accompanied
by champagne or wine provided by the
organizers. For those who are not avid
cooks, American chef Todd English provid-
ed several options, including garlic and
rosemary lamb, chicken Milanese with
arugula and poached salmon with wild
mushrooms and zucchini slivers. After the
dinner, hundreds of dancers took over a

centrally placed stage. “It’s wonderful,” said
co-founder Aymeric Pasquier. “It’s always
very difficult to organize such an event in
New York, but this is what allowed us to
launch the Diner en blanc internationally.”
By midnight, all guests were due to leave
the premises, taking their trash with them.

The yearly tradition dates back to an
event 27 years ago in Paris at which organ-
izers invited guests to all wear white so
they could be easily spotted in a park. This
year, about 70 cities in more than 35 coun-
tries have or will see a Diner en blanc, from
Paris to Johnannesburg and from Montreal
to Tokyo. About a hundred cities are on the
waiting list, according to organizers. Last
year, the New York event took place at
Nelson Rockefeller Park in southern
Manhattan with a beautiful view on the

Hudson. In 2013, white chairs and tables
were set at Bryant Park, a year after the
event took place at the Lincoln Center. For
its first edition in 2011, 1,200 people met in
Battery Park. — AFP 

Participants take part in the annual Diner en Blanc at Pier 26 in New York. — AFP photos 

NY fifth Diner en blanc 
draws 5,000 riverside
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By Amber Hunt

W
e were in paradise, surrounded by
lush trees and waterfalls in El
Yunque rainforest. But the pint-sized

traveler on my husband’s back was more con-
cerned about our dwindling Goldfish supply
than the marvels around us. “Look, Hunt, a
waterfall!” I pointed. He responded by touch-
ing his pinched fingertips together and say-
ing, “More, more, more.” I slipped him another
cracker and repeated our mantra that this trip
would be good for him.

Seventeen months after my first son was
born, my husband and I were itching to go
abroad. We love travel and experiencing new
cultures. And because we hope to instill that
love in our offspring, we decided to bring him
along. Some friends and family were perplexed.
“You know he won’t remember it, right?” they
asked. Sure, we knew. But we also knew that
what kids experience shapes their brains and
futures, whether they remember those experi-
ences or not. And we knew we’d miss the bug-
ger like crazy if we left him behind. So we set
some parameters. We wanted a spot that was
affordable, wouldn’t be a nightmare to fly to
with a toddler, had plenty of kid-friendly attrac-
tions and would expose him to another lan-
guage. Puerto Rico fit the bill.

Our passports are colored with trips
abroad, but although we didn’t need pass-
ports for Puerto Rico (it’s a US territory), we
did have to toss out all we thought we knew
about traveling. We were no longer a (some-
what) low-maintenance duo, sharing two car-
ry-ons and one checked bag. No, this was a
four carry-on, two-checked bag endeavor,
plus a gate-checked kid carrier.

Necessities from previous trips - like lap-
tops and pro photo gear - were nixed to make
room for baby supplies like swim diapers. For
photos and surfing the Web, we used our
iPhones. As with parenting in general, we pre-
pared well on some fronts, but flubbed others
altogether.

Things we did right:
1- We brought things to keep the tyke

busy on the plane and beyond: books,
crayons, paper and even annoying noisemak-
ers we’d cursed relatives for giving us but

which ultimately proved invaluable.
2- We researched San Juan well enough to

know that a stroller would be a pain. We opt-
ed instead to bring a hiking-style child carrier.
This made our jaunt through the rainforest
easy and it was a great conversation-starter
with locals. One woman literally stopped traf-
fic to tell us how cool she thought it was.

3- We got a two-room suite. It cost $50
more a night and felt strange for me - my first
trips abroad were hostel-hopping budget
fests. But having two rooms let us keep Hunt
on his normal sleep schedule, while letting us
talk, read and more between his bedtime and
ours. We stuck with his nap schedule, too, by
tackling one outing in the morning, then
returning to the hotel for a noon break before
going back out. That limited our itinerary, but
we knew skipped naps would be a hell we
preferred not to endure.

We did things that weren’t kid-friendly like

San Juan’s historic forts and the Arecibo
Observatory, just as we would have without
him. We walked miles a day to see how peo-
ple on the island live, and we shopped at a
farmers market. When Hunt got impatient,
one of us broke away with him and let the
other finish the experience.

Things we did wrong:
1- We broke our don’t-disrupt-the-baby’s-

routine rule by booking a late flight on the
way home, and, oh, did we pay for it. While
we managed to mostly shield fellow travelers
from our anguish, my husband ended up with
a shiner from a tiny, flailing fist during one
particularly potent tantrum.

2- We didn’t ask the hotel about noisy
scheduled events. Big mistake. We loved our
hotel, but didn’t love the bar-style thumping
on our second night.

3- We occasionally expected our toddler

not to be a toddler. We never overtly lost our
cool when, say, Hunt threw himself on the
ground for no apparent reason as we went to
show him his first view of the ocean, but we
did catch ourselves snapping at each other
from the stress. What it taught us: Time-outs
are good for adults, too.

But once he reached that beach, his eyes
widened, his jaw dropped and he was more
ecstatic than I’d ever seen him. He rushed to
the water’s edge and stopped to let the waves
lap his little feet, then reached willingly - for
the first time ever - for my hand to guide him.
I’d been studying Spanish for the trip, so when
another little boy approached with toys, I was
able to ask in Spanish if my son could play
with him. The two played in the sand with no
language barrier - toddlers don’t need words
to understand meaning. I don’t know if the
trip was as good for Hunt as I’d hoped. But one
thing is certain: It was good for me. — AP

Lessons learned from traveling
with baby on Puerto Rico trip 

Elijah Van Benschoten carries his 17-month-old son Hunt Van Benschoten while visiting
Castillo de San Cristobal in San Juan, Puerto Rico. — AP photos

Amber Hunt plays with her 17-month-old son Hunt Van Benschoten at a beach in San
Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Elijah Van
Benschoten 
carries his 
17-month-old
son Hunt Van
Benschoten
while hiking
through El
Yunque
National
Rainforest in
Puerto Rico.
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This undated artist rendering provided by Classic Communications courtesy of ARK
Development depicts Paradise 4 Paws, a holding area for dogs in a new luxury terminal at
New York’s John F Kennedy International Airport. — AP photos

This undated artist rendering provided by Classic Communications courtesy of ARK
Development depicts a cattle handling area at a new luxury terminal at New York’s John
F Kennedy International Airport.

J
et-setting stallions and high-flying hounds
at New York’s Kennedy Airport can look
forward to a new luxury terminal that will

handle the more than 70,000 animals flying in
and out every year. The ARK at JFK, its name
inspired by Noah’s biblical vessel, will more
than measure up to terminals for humans:
Horses and cows will occupy sleek, climate-
controlled stalls with showers, and doggies
will lounge in hotel suites featuring flat-screen
TVs. A special space for penguins will allow
them mating privacy.

The ARK is billed as the world’s first air ter-
minal for animals. Set to open next year, the
$48 million, 178,000-square-foot shelter and
quarantine facility will take in every kind of
animal imaginable - even an occasional sloth
or aardvark. From here, they’ll head to barns,
cages, racetracks, shows and competition ven-
ues in the United States and abroad.

Many arriving animals are quarantined for a
period of time (for horses, it’s normally about
three days) to make sure they’re not carrying
contagious diseases. And The ARK is designed
to make their stay as pleasant as possible, with
hay-lined stalls for up to 70 horses and 180
head of cattle, plus an aviary and holding pens
for goats, pigs and sheep.

Amount of stress
For dog owners, The ARK will offer a

20,000-square-foot luxury “resort” run by the
company Paradise 4 Paws, complete with
bone-shaped splashing pools, massage thera-
py and “pawdicures with colored nail pawlish.”
Dogs can watch flat-screen TVs and their own-
ers can check in on them via webcam. Cats will
have their own trees to climb. And all animals
will have access to a 24-hour clinic run by
Cornell University’s veterinary college. Even
animals that don’t need to be quarantined - a
huge dog that can’t fit in the cabin and has to
travel as cargo, for example - will be held at
the facility until departure or pickup by its
owner.

“A lot of our design making is in collabora-
tion with veterinarians and consultants to help
minimize the amount of stress placed on the
animal,” said Cliff Bollmann, a leading airport
architect working on The ARK for the San
Francisco-based architecture firm Gensler.

Kennedy receives the bulk of animals enter-
ing the United States, but there are similar
facilities near airports in Chicago, Los Angeles,
Miami and San Juan. Until Kennedy’s ARK
opens, animals in transit will continue to be
handled at the airport’s aging 10,000-foot
Vetport, built in the 1950s. Lachlan Oldaker, an
Oklahoma-based equine specialist and key
member of the architectural team, called The
ARK “an enormous leap forward.”

High-end dog
“The design allows planes to taxi directly to

the building, so horses can be transported in a
seamless fashion that reduces stress,” she said.
The ARK is being built on the site of an unused
cargo terminal that has been demolished. ARK
Development, an affiliate of the Madison
Avenue real estate company Racebrook
Capital, has signed a 32-year lease for the air-
port property with the Port Authority of New

York and New Jersey agency that runs
Kennedy. When completed, the facility is sub-
ject to approval by the US Department of
Agriculture. Animals will be charged fees - still
being determined depending on services -
that will help fund the terminal. High-end dog
“suites” could top $100 per night.
Transporting animals by air is not aimed at
low-income owners. A flight to London for a
dog can cost about $1,000, plus a crate, airport
fees and vet certifications. And moving a horse
can add up to at least $10,000.

The ARK’s designers have had to meet chal-
lenges not found in other architectural proj-
ects - for instance, figuring out how to dispose
of animal waste. They came up with the idea
of a “poo chute,” an angled floor from which
manure slides into a container. Among the
supporters of this unusual animal kingdom is
Dr Richard Goldstein, the chief medical officer
at New York’s Animal Medical Center, which

treats sick animals of all species from around
the world. “Our veterinarians have often been
in a position of having to arrange transport for
many of our traveling patients at all hours of
the day and night, and will look forward to
working with The ARK to make this experience
better for everyone involved,” Goldstein said.
But even when it comes to healthy animals,
the equine wing is a welcome improvement to
international show jumper and organizer
Derek Braun.

Horses must currently be driven to a quar-
antine facility in Newburgh, about 80 miles
north of Kennedy. The ARK has an in-house
quarantine. 

“I personally, as well as competitors for my
shows, ship so many horses from Europe each
year that having the peace of mind that one
step of the travel process will be eliminated is
a big relief because it eliminates part of the
risk of injury,” he said. — AP

NYC’s Kennedy airport
building luxury animal terminal 

A horse being
escorted into a
planned new
luxury terminal
at New York’s
John F Kennedy
International
Airport.
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13:10 Come Dine With Me
13:35 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
14:50 DIY SOS: The Big Build
15:45 DIY SOS: The Big Build
16:40 The Hairy Bikersʼ Mississippi
Adventure
17:25 The Hairy Bikersʼ Mississippi
Adventure
18:10 Masterchef: The Professionals
19:05 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
20:20 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:15 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:45 Masterchef: The Professionals
22:40 DIY SOS: The Big Build
23:30 DIY SOS: The Big Build

03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 American Digger
05:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Close-Up Kings
06:50 Mythbusters
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect
08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 Dual Survival
09:20 Asphalt Cowboys
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 Dual Survival
11:50 Dual Survival
12:40 Dual Survival
13:30 Dual Survival
14:20 Dual Survival
15:10 Dual Survival
16:00 Ice Cold Gold
16:50 Ice Cold Gold
17:40 Impossible Engineering
18:30 Dual Survival
19:20 Asphalt Cowboys
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Railroad Alaska
21:50 Storage Wars Canada
22:15 Storage Wars Canada
22:40 Storage Wars Canada
23:05 Big Giant Swords
23:55 Fast Nʼ Loud: Demolition
Theater

03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
08:05 Suite Life On Deck
08:30 Suite Life On Deck
08:55 Suite Life On Deck
09:20 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 The Princess Diaries
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Austin & Ally
13:30 I Didnʼt Do It
13:55 Liv And Maddie
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didnʼt Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 H2O: Just Add Water
19:55 H2O: Just Add Water
20:20 H2O: Just Add Water
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES

03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
03:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
06:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:00 Man Fire Food
07:30 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
09:30 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Kitchen
12:00 Easy Chinese
12:30 Easy Chinese
13:00 Guyʼs Big Bite
13:30 Guyʼs Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
16:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
16:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Sibaʼs Table
18:30 Sibaʼs Table
19:00 Man Fire Food
19:30 Man Fire Food
20:00 Chopped South Africa
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
22:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
23:00 Food Court Wars

03:00 Men At Work
03:30 New Girl

03:00 The Knick
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
06:00 Scandal
07:00 Resurrection
08:00 Bones
09:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Bones
15:00 Scandal
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Bones
19:00 C.S.I.
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 The Knick

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
23:00 The Voice

00:00 The Power Of Few
02:00 The Watermen
04:00 The Numbers Station
05:45 The Last Castle
08:00 Born To Race: Fast Track
10:00 Marvelʼs Next Avengers:
Heroes Of Tomorrow
12:00 The Legend Of Hercules
13:45 The Last Castle
16:00 Born To Race: Fast Track
18:00 The Courier
20:00 The Legend Of Hercules
22:00 Snake Eyes

03:50 Last War Heroes
04:45 Ultimate Survival Alaska
05:40 Bridge The Gap
06:35 Dead End Express
07:30 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
07:55 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
08:25 Cesar To The Rescue
09:20 Cesar To The Rescue
10:15 Wicked Tuna
11:10 Bigger Than T. Rex
12:05 When Crocs Ate Dinosaurs
13:00 Laverstoke Mill
14:00 Two Tales Of China
14:30 Two Tales Of China
15:00 Innovation Nation
15:30 Innovation Nation
16:00 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
16:30 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
17:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
18:00 Star Talk
19:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
20:00 Bridge The Gap
20:50 Taboo
21:40 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
22:30 Star Talk
23:20 Hitlerʼs Secret Attack On
America

04:00 Justice League: War-PG15
06:00 I, Frankenstein-PG15
08:00 A Stranger In Paradise-PG15
10:00 Rage-PG15
12:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
14:00 Kill Em All-PG15
16:00 Clockstoppers-FAM
18:00 I, Frankenstein-PG15
20:00 The Day The Earth Stood Still-
PG15
22:00 Punisher: War Zone-18

04:00 She Wants Me
06:00 Raising Helen
08:00 Struck By Lightning
10:00 The Pretty One
12:00 Raising Helen
14:00 Schuks! Your Country Needs
You
16:00 Struck By Lightning
18:00 Never Been Kissed
20:00 AmeriQua
22:00 John Dies At The End

03:00 Upside Down-PG15
05:00 Kon-Tiki-PG15
07:00 Step Up Revolution-PG15
09:00 The Past-PG15
11:30 Kon-Tiki-PG15
13:30 See Girl Run-PG15
15:00 Pawn-PG15
16:30 The Past-PG15
19:00 Crawl-PG15
20:30 August: Osage County-PG15
23:00 As I Lay Dying-18

03:30 There Be Dragons
05:30 Battle Of The Year
07:30 Chasing Mavericks
09:30 Gravity
11:00 There Be Dragons
13:00 Casanova
15:00 The Secret Life Of Bees
17:00 Gravity
19:00 Frank
21:00 Ainʼt Them Bodies Saints
23:00 Twice Born
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03:20 Emmerdale
03:45 Emmerdale
04:10 Emmerdale
04:30 Emmerdale
04:50 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
05:40 Coronation Street
06:05 Coronation Street
06:30 Coronation Street
06:55 Coronation Street
07:20 Coronation Street
07:50 Ginoʼs Italian Escape
08:15 Ginoʼs Italian Escape
08:50 Paddock To Plate
09:50 Come Date With Me Australia
10:20 Come Date With Me Australia
10:50 Come Date With Me Australia
11:35 Tom Daley Goes Global

12:25 The Chase
13:15 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
13:40 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
14:05 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
15:00 Endeavour
16:45 Breathless
17:35 Doc Martin
18:30 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
19:00 The Chase
19:45 Ginoʼs Italian Escape
20:10 Ginoʼs Italian Escape
20:40 Doc Martin
21:30 Breathless
22:30 Coronation Street
22:55 Coronation Street
23:20 Coronation Street
23:45 Coronation Street

04:00 The Simpsons
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Til Death
06:00 The Goldbergs
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Simpsons
08:30 Til Death
09:00 Men At Work
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 The Goldbergs
12:30 The Simpsons
13:00 Til Death
13:30 Community
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 The Goldbergs
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 New Girl
19:00 Your Family Or Mine
19:30 The Mindy Project
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Married
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers



JUSTICE LEAGUE: WAR ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

12:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
3rd Test, Day 4
21:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 30
21:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : 1st
Semi Final
22:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : 2nd
Semi Final
23:30 Ashes H/Ls:  3rd Test, Day 4

03:00 Car Lot Rescue
04:00 72 Hours
05:00 Scrubs
05:30 Cougar Town
06:00 According To Jim
06:30 According To Jim
07:00 The Bridge
08:00 Private Practice
09:00 Private Practice
10:00 Transporter: The Series
11:00 Car Lot Rescue
12:00 The Hero
13:00 Cougar Town
13:30 According To Jim
14:00 Army Wives
15:00 Army Wives
16:00 MasterChef Australia
17:00 Melissa & Joey
17:30 Happy Endings
18:00 End Game
19:00 The Walking Dead
20:00 The Walking Dead
21:00 Melissa & Joey
21:30 Happy Endings
22:00 The Listener
23:00 The Listener

03:10 Casablanca-FAM
04:50 It Happened At The Worldʼs
Fair-FAM
07:00 Singinʼ In The Rain-FAM
08:45 Scaramouche-FAM
10:40 Dial M For Murder-PG
12:25 Rio Bravo-U
14:45 Texas Carnival-FAM
16:00 Catlow-PG
17:40 Meet Me In St. Louis-FAM
19:30 The Four Horsemen Of...-PG
22:00 The Champ-PG

03:20 Total Drama World Tour
03:42 Total Drama World Tour
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Clarence
06:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
06:40 Ben 10: Omniverse
07:00 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
07:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:45 Matt Hatter New
08:10 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:06 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:15 Johnny Test
10:00 Adventure Time
10:45 Steven Universe
11:10 Regular Show
11:55 Uncle Grandpa
12:06 Uncle Grandpa
12:17 Uncle Grandpa
12:28 Uncle Grandpa
12:40 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
13:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:45 Matt Hatter New
14:10 Teen Titans Go!
14:30 Ben 10
14:55 Ben 10
15:15 Adventure Time
15:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Clarence
17:10 Steven Universe
17:22 Steven Universe
17:30 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
17:55 Teen Titans Go!
18:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball

19:25 Adventure Time
20:10 Regular Show
20:55 Teen Titans Go!
21:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama World Tour
00:20 Total Drama World Tour
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband

03:00 Hours-PG15
05:00 Draft Day-PG15
07:00 Grudge Match-PG15
09:00 Peace, Love &
Misunderstanding-PG15
10:45 Earth To Echo-PG15
12:30 Marvelʼs The Invincible Iron
Man-PG
14:00 The Hobbit: The Desolation Of
Smaug-PG
17:00 Peace, Love &
Misunderstanding-PG15
18:45 Jersey Boys-PG15
21:00 Get On Up-PG15
23:15 The Counselor-18

04:15 Eleanorʼs Secret
06:00 Rugrats In Paris: The Movie
07:45 Daddy Iʼm A Zombie
09:30 Dragon Guardians
11:00 Escape From Planet Earth
12:45 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
14:15 Astro Boy
16:00 Home Alone
18:00 Dragon Guardians
20:00 Pororo: The Racing Adventure
21:30 Astro Boy
23:15 Home Alone

04:00 Last Passenger-PG15
06:00 Maleficent-PG
08:00 Itʼs A Disaster-PG15
10:00 Hellboy: Blood & Iron-PG
12:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
14:00 2 Fast 2 Furious-PG15
16:00 Itʼs A Disaster-PG15
18:00 Killer Reality-PG15
20:00 Deliverance Creek-PG15
22:00 Deadfall-PG15

07:00 Live Cricket - International Test
Series - BANG v SA
16:00 Live PGA European Tour
19:00 Asian Tour Show
19:30 Inside The PGA Tour
20:00 Live PGA Tour

03:00 ICC Cricket 360
05:00 Champions Tour 
08:30 AFL Premiership Highlights 
09:35 Live AFL Premiership
14:45 Live Rugby League Challenge
Cup 
19:00 Live F1 H2O World
Championship 
23:00 NRL Premiership 

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates

10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:00 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
13:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:50 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
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04:30 Struck By Lightning
06:00 Meskada
07:30 Staten Island
09:15 02:22
11:15 The Joneses
12:45 33 Postcards
14:30 Oz The Great And Powerful

16:45 Scary Movie 5
18:15 Daddy Day Camp
20:00 John Carpenterʼs Ghosts Of
Mars
21:45 Ladder 49
23:45 Inside Out

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Lab Rats
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 The 7D
10:00 Phineas And Ferb
10:25 Supa Strikas
10:50 Lab Rats
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Mighty Med
12:10 Kirby Buckets
12:35 The 7D
13:00 Lab Rats
13:26 Lab Rats
13:50 Phineas And Ferb
14:41 Cars Toons
14:50 Phineas And Ferb
15:15 Mighty Med
15:40 Marvel Avengers Assemble
16:10 Lab Rats
16:35 Hulk And The Agents Of
S.M.A.S.H.
17:00 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
17:25 Mighty Med
18:10 Mighty Med
18:55 The 7D
19:10 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 The 7D
20:05 Ultimate Spider-Man
20:35 Pair Of Kings
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Kickin’ It
21:50 Mighty Med
22:10 Phineas And Ferb
22:20 Boyster
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack



H E A L T H
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2015

NEW YORK: Playing team sports and exer-
cising during adolescence can have long-
lasting benefits for women and may even
reduce their risk of dying from cancer and
other causes later in l i fe,  a new study
showed yesterday. Researchers who ana-
lyzed how often women exercised while in
their teens found that being active for just
1.3 hours a week had a positive impact as
they got older. “The main finding is that
exercise during adolescence is associated
with a reduced risk of mortality, or death, in
middle aged to older women,” Sarah J.
Nechuta, an assistant professor of medicine
at Vanderbilt Epidemiology Center and

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center in
Nashville, said in an interview.

Women who were physically active in
their teens had a 16 percent lower risk of
dying from cancer and a 15 percent
decreased risk of death from all causes,
according to the study. “Our results support
the importance of promoting exercise par-
ticipation in adolescence,” said Nechuta,
“and highlight the critical need for the initia-
tion of disease prevention early in life.” The
findings, which are published in the journal
“Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers &
Prevention” are based on data from a study
of 75,000 women from Shanghai, China led

by Wei Zheng at the Vanderbilt
Epidemiology Center.

Although the findings were based on
data on women in China, the benefits of
exercising during the teen years could be
applicable to all women. “It general, there is
no reason to believe that exercise participa-
tion would differ in the effect on women in
general regardless of where they live,”
Nechuta said. Women in the study were
aged between 40 to 70 years old when they
were recruited from 1996 to 2000. They
were interviewed about lifestyle factors and
how much they exercised during their teens.

There were 5,282 deaths after an average

of nearly 13 years of follow-up, including
2,375 deaths from cancer and 1,620 from
cardiovascular disease. After analyzing the
data and adjusting for socioeconomic fac-
tors in adult life, the researchers found that
women who exercised in their teens and as
adults had a 20 percent lower risk of death
from all causes compared to other women.
“This is the first large prospective study
among Asian women to look at adolescent
exercise and mortality,” Nechuta said. The
study did not include the type of exercise
but women who played team sports had a
10 percent reduced risk of death from all
causes.—Reuters

Exercise during teens reaps long-term benefits for women

WASHINGTON: It really is the little lan-
der that could. The European Space
Agency’s probe Philae may be strug-
gling to stay in touch, but its first finds
on its new home are pretty special.
Transmitting from a shadowy corner of
Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko
nicknamed “Chury,” Philae found several
organic molecules-including four never
detected before on a comet, which are
important building blocks of life. Data
analyzed in seven studies published
Thursday in the American journal
Science were gathered with 10 instru-
ments on board Philae during the first
60 hours after its arrival on Chury,
between November 12-14 of last year.

“None of this was known before,”
said Professor Jean-Pierre Bibring, head
of science for the Philae mission, telling
AFP that “the physical properties and
composition of a comet are nothing like
we imagined.” Philae found the 4.6-bil-
lion-year-old body around 75 to 85 per-
cent porous, with a granular surface in
places and a rigid crust elsewhere.
Bibring said scientists had expected to
find an object held together by ice, but
instead found complex organic mole-
cules formed at the birth of the solar
system. Those molecules may have been
the seeds of life in Earth’s oceans when
they fell  on our planet.  “We have
already found fascinating molecules
that we’ve never seen on a comet
before,” he said.

Time capsule in space   
In total, 16 compounds have been

identified from six classes of organic
molecules, including alcohols and
amino acids. According to Bibring, some
of these chemicals form the “start of an
evolutionary chain that could lead them
to form complex organic components.”
The comet has remained in a fairly sta-
ble condition since the formation of the
solar system 4.6 billion years ago-a time
capsule in space. “I’m convinced that
Philae will help us progress considerably
in our understanding of the origin of
life,” Bibring said.

The little lander separated from the
Rosetta probe on November 12 last year
and made a dramatic interception of the
comet Chury. Hitting the comet at all
was an achievement, but disaster almost
struck when landing harpoons failed to
fire. Philae bounced before falling into a
shadier nook than planned, under cliffs,

where the sun could not reach its solar
panels. The lander was able to work for
only 60 hours before going to sleep, but
seven months later, as Chury neared the
sun, it awoke. 

Since June, it has been able to com-
municate with its mothership Rosetta,
holding 200 kilometers away to avoid
the comet’s dust and gas plumes. On it

eighth and so far last transmission on
July 9, Philae sent a long burst of data.
So far, unfortunately, Earth-bound scien-
tists have not been able to send back
fresh instructions to their brave explor-
er. But in the meantime, Philae is mak-
ing the most of its mission. “Philae is not
dead,” Bibring insisted. “It’s making effi-
cient use of its survival mode.”— AFP 

‘Philae’ finds organic 
molecules on comet

UNITED NATIONS: More than a dozen small island nations
made an urgent appeal to the UN Security Council Thursday for
help in combating climate change, which they said poses a
threat to their very existence. The Council-more typically a
forum for heated debates on the plight of refugees in Syria or
efforts to stem the war in Ukraine-heard pleas from ministers
and ambassadors of diminutive nations like Fiji, Samoa and
Caribbean countries like St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The
group-dubbed the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) - rep-
resent the farthest-flung reaches of Africa, Asia and the
Caribbean. But it had one singular plea-financial and technical
assistance to help them avoid becoming washed away in the
rising tides and powerful storms caused by global warming.

The president of the Republic of Kiribati, Anote Tong, said
the plight of smaller islands for too long has been at the bot-
tom of the list of priorities of the United Nations and other
global organizations. He expressed hope that Thursday’s con-
certed appeal by the SIDS nations would help change that.
“Can we as leaders return today to our people and be confi-
dent enough to say ... that no matter how high the sea rises, no
matter how severe the storms get, there are credible technical
solutions to raise your islands and your homes and the neces-
sary resources are available to ensure that all will be in place
before it is too late?” Tong asked the Council.

The island nations raised a raft of other security related
issues, including piracy on the high seas, but focused largely on
dangers posed by global warming. Tong’s tiny nation of about
100,000 people has been acutely affected by climate change.
Kiribati consists of about 30 atolls, most of which sit just several
feet (a few meters) above sea level.  The low-lying nation suf-
fers from a range of environmental problems linked to climate
change, from storm surges to flooding to water contamination.

Dire situation
The situation is so dire that the government is mulling the

idea of relocating the entire population, amid fears that Kiribati
one day in the not too distant future may find itself completely
underwater. Others at the meeting pointed to the example of
Vanuatu, which was largely flattened in March by Cyclone Pam-
the worst natural disaster ever to hit the South Pacific Ocean
nation.

According to a United Nations World Risk Report published
last year, Vanuatu, still recovering from the devastating storm
of just four months ago, is the country at greatest risk of experi-
encing natural disasters due to climate change-including
severe cyclones and extremes of drought and flood. The SIDS
nations said they have made appeals in the past-mostly in vain
for global powers to address the unique and acute impact they
fact from climate change. The difference now, they said, is that
New Zealand-which has long been sympathetic to the plight of
smaller island nations-currently wields the gavel in the rotating
presidency of the 15-member Security Council.

“New Zealand’s use of its tenure as president of the UNSC to
highlight SIDS is of particular importance given the council’s
historical indifference or antipathy to Small Island States and
our peace and security challenges,” said Camillo Gonsalves, for-
eign minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. Until now,
Gonsalves said “small island states, our issues and perspectives,
have been, by and large, excluded from serious and sustained
consideration by the Security Council.” —AFP 

Island nations seek
UN help amid climate

change threat

Image shows the landing site Abydos on the day after the Philae lander
descended onto Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko. Scientists say the
Philae space probe has gathered data supporting the theory that comets can
serve as cosmic laboratories in which some of the essential elements for life
are assembled. — AP 
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Happy wedding

Pravasandhra Telugu Desam, Kuwait,
the prominent Telugu association
paid rich tributes to the great scien-

tist and former Indian President Dr A P J
Abdul Kalam at a gathering in Hawally on
29 July. Association President Mulakala
Subbarayudu and other members of the
organization, including BP Naidu and CH

Rajashekar, recalled the remarkable servic-
es of Dr Kalam to India. They said the ideals
and teaching of Dr Kalam would continue
to ignite the minds of youth across the
country. They noted that Dr Kalam not only
developed a scientific temper among the
youth, but also inculcated an indomitable
spirit filled with new thoughts and energy.

The Pravasandhra Telugu Desam leaders
described Dr Kalam as the most popular
President of India who touched the hearts
of every Indian. The country will always
remember Dr Kalam for his selflessness,
generosity, his intellect and utmost com-
passion. He will be remembered as a great
scientist, teacher and a visionary leader.

Pravasandhra Telugu Desam activists
MulakalaJyothy Lakshmi, P Srninu,
PidikitiSrinivasChowdary, Chandra,
NagendraSivaiah, Ravendra Reddy Rajesh,
Murali ,  Basha, Kalam, Kumar and
SudarsanChowdary took a lead role in
organizing the event.

Pravasandhra Telugu Desam pays 
tribute to former Indian president

In a bid to show the faces of the
Egyptian population at the New Suez
Canal launch, the Suez Canal

Authority (SCA) is inviting the nation
and Egyptians around the world to pho-
tograph themselves and share their pic-
tures. In recognition of the public’s sup-
port, the photos will be used on the
campaign website and in a collage
which will stand proudly behind the
President during the opening ceremony.
The New Suez Canal will be officially
opened in Ismailia on August 6 this year.
The launch campaign has attracted a
worldwide audience and will  be a
momentous occasion in the country’s
history. The New Suez Canal has been
funded and crafted by Egyptians with a
workforce of over 43,000 nationals.  This
pictorial tribute will show the faces of
the nation, granting them the chance to
be present, visually, at the launch event.

To participate, send a photo of your-
self or friends and family to
www.682015.com.Pictures should be
captioned to include names. To view the
image gallery www.682015.com. “It has
been the unwavering support and dedi-
cation of the Egyptian people which has
allowed the New Suez Canal to be fund-
ed and completed in less than 12
months, two years earlier than initially
expected,” said Mohab Mameesh,
Chairman and Managing Director of the
Suez Canal Authority. “Egyptians from
all walks of life have played their part in
one of the most anticipated and ambi-
tious projects of the 21st century, these
are the unsung heroes and they truly
deserve to be recognized for their
efforts.”

Describing it as ‘Egypt’s gift to the
world,’ President El-Sisi implemented a
national subscription in which the popu-

lation was invited to invest in the canal
in order to raise the necessary funds. In
just six days, the Egyptian people raised
around US$8.5 billion and work com-
menced on 6 August 2014.  Thanks to
the collage - the 90 million strong
Egyptian population will be represented
at one of the country’s most historic
events of modern times, further demon-
strating the nation’s togetherness dur-

ing the construction of the New Suez
Canal. Connect with the New Suez Canal
through: Campaign- www.682015.com;
Facebook -
www.facebook.com/NewCanalSuez;
Twitter -
www.twitter .com/NewCanalSuez ;
Instagram -
www.instagram.com/NewCanalSuez 

Happy wedding anniversary to Mr/Mrs Patrick. May the
good Lord continue to bless and protect your family -
Amen. Greetings from friends and well-wishers. 

Send your photo - be part of
New Suez Canal campaign
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PARIS: Being healthier may be found in
something as simple as standing more and
sitting less at work, said a study yesterday.
Replacing sitting time with standing time
appeared to improve sugar, fat and choles-
terol levels in the blood, researchers wrote
in the European Heart Journal. The findings
suggest that making small changes to a
sedentary lifestyle can have a big impact
on health-and that you don’t need to go as
far as taking up marathon running.

A study of nearly 800 men and women
in Australia revealed a clear association
between less sitting and better health
markers.  “An extra two hours per day
spent standing rather than sitting was

associated with approximately two per-
cent lower average fasting blood sugar
levels  and 11 percent  lower  average
triglycerides (fats in the blood),” said a
press statement. It was also associated
with higher levels of “good” cholesterol,
HDL. Replacing two hours of sitting time
with actual activity in the form of “step-
ping” was even better-with lower blood
fat and sugar scores as well as an 11 per-
cent lower average Body Mass Index (BMI-
a ratio of height to weight) and a 7.5-cen-
timetre (three-inch) smaller average waist
circumference.

“These findings provide important pre-
liminary evidence on the potential bene-

fits of standing for cardio-metabolic risk
biomarkers,”  said the study. “This has
important public health implications given
that standing is a common behavior.” The
team point to the potential benefits of
more standing at the workplace, including
through such measures  as  “standing
desks”. Adults in today’s world are highly
sedentary, with average self-reported sit-
ting time ranging from 3.2 to 6.8 hours per
day in Europe, said the study. About 55 to
69 percent of  adult  waking hours are
sedentary .  But  there has  been l i t t le
research into the potential benefits of
standing,  as  opposed to moving,  to
replace sitting.

The study took blood,  height  and
weight measurements from the partici-
pants, gave them an activity monitor for a
week, and then compared the health data
to how much each person moved... or not.
In an editorial published with the study,
Francisco Lopez-Jimenez of the Mayo
College of Medicine in Minnesota, said it
showed that “the fight against sedentary
behavior cannot be won based only on the
promotion of regular exercise.” “A person
walking whi le  at  work for  two hours ,
standing for another four hours, and per-
forming some daily chores at home for
another hour will burn more calories than
jogging or running for 60 minutes.”—AFP

Get up, stand up: Stand up for your waist!

MIAMI: Giant African Snails, shown here in a Miami Department of Agriculture lab, are illegal to keep as pets in Florida.

Florida’s giant snails 
prove to be a slippery foe

MIAMI: Florida plant detectives are on
the trail of a slippery foe, an invasive
African land snail that is wily, potentially
infectious, and can grow as big as a ten-
nis shoe. In the four years since Giant
African Snails were discovered in Miami,
they have slowly but surely spread to
new territory, alarming residents in the
southern suburbs and the neighboring
county of Broward. Their slimy tracks
have led agricultural experts on an
odyssey of discovery about animal
behavior, folk religion and the precise
amount of chemicals and cash it takes to
kill the world’s biggest gastropods. 

Since 2011, Florida has spent $10.8
million on the Giant African Snail eradi-
cation program, according to state agri-
culture department spokesman Mark
Fagan. That is 10 times more than offi-
cials spent to wipe out the snails’ last
invasion of Florida in the 1960s, an effort
that lasted an entire decade. And there
is still no end in sight. “The fact is they’re
a human and animal health threat and
they’re a threat to Florida’s agriculture,”

said Fagan. “We can’t let the population
continue.”

‘Paradise for snails’ 
The snails are voracious consumers of

as many as 500 different plants, and are
also known to eat the stucco off houses.
If they consume infected rat feces, the
snails can carry a parasitic worm that is
dangerous to humans and can cause a
rare form of meningitis. They are also
huge. The biggest one found in Florida
was nearly seven inches (18 centime-
ters) long. At first, officials tried to kill
the giant snails with organic pesticides,
to no avail. Then they switched to a mol-
luscicide containing metaldehyde,
which kills them 95 to 100 percent of
the time.

But the snails sometimes climb trees
to avoid the chemical pellets on the
ground, said Florida Department of
Agriculture scientist Mary Yong Cong,
who keeps a few in her Miami office to
observe their behavior. “They are very
curious,” she said, holding one in her

hand as it extended its tentacle-eyes
toward a visiting reporter. Adding to
their reproductive success, the snails are
hermaphrodites, and they can lay up to
1,200 eggs per year. Their eggs look like
miniature chicken eggs, each about the
size of a Tic Tac.

The snails can disappear for months,
hibernating below ground, only to
resurface in hurricane season when it is
warm and wet. Officials have set up a
snail-sighting hotline, and regularly dis-
patch workers armed with gloves and
rakes to help clear them away.
Authorities thought they had a good
handle on them last year. But then near-
ly 5,000 live snails were discovered in
September 2014, in and around a single
house in the wealthy Miami suburb of
Pinecrest. Never before had officials
seen one home so overwhelmed with
giant snails.  The owners lived in the
house, regularly landscaped their yard
and ran the sprinklers outside to keep
the grass green.  “It was a paradise for
snails,” said Yong Cong.—AFP

Breakthrough
in quest for

Ebola vaccine
PARIS: An Ebola test vaccine provided blanket protection in a
field trial in Guinea, said researchers yesterday, possibly heralding
“the beginning of the end” for the devastating West African out-
break that has killed thousands. The serum was 100-percent
effective, after a week, in more than 7,600 people innoculated,
according to results published in The Lancet and hailed as
“extremely promising” by World Health Organization (WHO) chief
Margaret Chan. The world was “on the verge of an effective Ebola
vaccine,” the UN’s health agency said in a statement.

“The initial results of the study show that the vaccine can
effectively contain the further spread of the Ebola virus,” said the
University of Bern, which contributed to the research. Though
encouraging, the results are “interim” and the vaccine will not
become immediately available as a community-wide Ebola
shield, experts cautioned. About 28,000 people have been infect-
ed in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia since late 2013, according
to the WHO. Nearly half have died, but there is thought to be a
large undercount of cases and deaths.

Having brought an already fragile health sector to its knees,
and driving out much-needed investment, the outbreak has start-
ed winding down but is not over. Seven cases were confirmed
the week ending in July 26 — four in Guinea and three in Sierra
Leone-the lowest weekly total for over a year. But even a single
undetected case can spark a flareup-the virus spreads through
direct contact with body fluids. “An effective vaccine will be
another very important tool for both current and future Ebola
outbreaks,” said Chan.

The trial, backed by drug firm Merck, the WHO and the gov-
ernments of Canada, Norway and Guinea, saw 4,123 high-risk
people vaccinated immediately after someone close to the trial
participant fell ill with the haemorrhagic fever.  None of the vacci-
nated group caught the virus. A second, comparison group of
3,528 people received the vaccine three weeks after potential
exposure. Sixteen of them contracted the virus while unprotect-
ed, said the study, but by day six after innoculation, everyone in
the second group was also fully shielded.

“Indeed, no vaccinee developed symptoms more than six days
after vaccination, irrespective of whether vaccination was imme-
diate or delayed,” said the study paper. The vaccine was safe,
with no serious side-effects, according to the study. Not known is
how long the protection lasts, or the vaccine’s effect on pregnant
women and children-high risk groups not included in the trial.
One of two leading vaccine candidates, VSV-ZEBOV has been
developed and tested in a super-quick 12 months, compared to
the normal decade or more. Ebola has no licensed cure or treat-
ment either.

‘Very exciting’ 
The Lancet said the Guinea trial would continue gathering evi-

dence of the VS-ZEBOV’s effectiveness and safety. “The vaccine is
not yet licensed. More data on efficacy are needed before it can
be widely deployed,” said an editorial in the medical journal.
Even then, it may be better used not to try and prevent out-
breaks, but to limit virus spread once there is one, and for pro-
tecting healthcare workers-the group at highest risk. —AFP
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Japanese firm to mature whisky in space

NEW YORK: Older adults who value sexual activity and engage in
it have better social lives and psychological well-being, according
to a small study in Scotland Older adults said “they miss and want
to engage in sexual behaviors, whether that be a kiss to inter-
course,” said study coauthor Taylor-Jane Flynn in an email. “For
many, these behaviors remained an important element in their
life.” Flynn, a psychology PhD candidate at Glasgow Caledonian
University, said the study was inspired by her work as a health care
assistant for elderly people.

Although quality of life is a key consideration for older adults,
sexuality is rarely studied, write Flynn and Alan Gow, an associate
professor of psychology at Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh, in
the journal Age and Ageing. The researchers recruited 133
Scottish adults aged 65 and over by distributing questionnaires at
local clubs, small businesses and older people’s groups.

About half the participants lived with a spouse or partner. The
questionnaire asked how often in the last six months participants
had engaged in six sexual behaviors: touching/holding hands,
embracing/hugging, kissing, mutual stroking, masturbation and
intercourse. Participants also rated how important those behav-
iors are to them, on a five-point scale ranging from “not at all
important” to “very important.” Additionally, the questionnaires
assessed participants’ quality of life based on physical health, psy-
chological health, social relationships and environment. Between
75 and 89 percent said they’d engaged in kissing, hugging and
holding hands or touching. Men and women scored about the
same for frequency and importance of sexual behaviors overall,
and for quality of life. Although people with frequent sexual activi-
ty also placed higher importance on it, the analysis found the two
measures were associated with different aspects of quality of life.

Strongest impact
Participants reporting more frequent sexual behavior rated

their social relationships as higher quality, while people who
found sexual activity to be important had higher scores for psy-
chological quality of life. Overall, however, seniors’ health status
had the strongest impact on all aspects of quality of life. John
DeLamater, a sociology professor at the University of Wisconsin -
Madison, said the fact that participants were recruited in commu-
nity settings - which may attract more healthy and active older
people - might affect the results.—Reuters

For seniors, sexual
activity is linked to

higher quality of life

JAPAN : This photo shows pouched whisky (bottom) which will be sent up to space at JAXA’s space center in Tsukuba,
Ibraraki prefecture.—AFP

TOKYO: Japanese whisky will be sent
into space next month to test how
time in a zero-gravity environment
affects its flavor, one of the country’s
biggest drinks makers said yesterday.
Samples of  whisky produced by
Suntory will be stored in the Japanese
laboratory facility of the International
Space Station for at least a year, with
some f lasks staying longer.
Researchers for the company believe
that storing the beverage in an envi-

ronment with only slight temperature
changes and limited liquid movement
could lead to a mellower flavor.

Suntory will send whisky aged for
10, 18 and 21 years as well as a number
of other alcoholic substances. Once
they are returned to Earth, blenders will
assess their flavors while researchers
subject the liquids to scientific analysis,
the company said. “For the moment,
we’re not thinking about applying the
study results to commercial products,”

a Suntory spokeswoman said. Whisky
demand rocketed in Japan last year
after national broadcaster NHK aired a
period drama called “Massan,” the true
story of a Japanese entrepreneur and
his Scottish wife who are credited with
establishing Japan’s first whisky distill-
ery. Sales also soared when Suntory’s
Yamazaki Single Malt Sherry Cask 2013
was named the best in the world by the
prestigious Jim Murray’s Whisky Bible
2015.—AFP
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256

You want to shout your opinions from the rooftop today as the
Aquarius Full Moon lights up your 11th House of Networking. But
you’re not too concerned about what anyone else thinks now
because you’re sure that your perspective is the right one. Although
your plan might work out just fine, your words still could sound
more aggressive than you actually feel. Garner support by toning
down your message and acknowledging the validity of alternate
approaches. Create an environment where everyone can be a win-
ner, not just you. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Your unwavering commitment to accomplish your work prompts
you to do things your own unique way. The Aquarius Full Moon
wires your 10th House of Career, driving you to succeed at any cost.
Your ambition is admirable, but you can be so resistant to change
that your closest friends wonder why you are sabotaging your own
possible success. Unfortunately, your plans may be jeopardized
without the cooperation of your allies. Blind optimism could prevent
you from seeing things objectively, so be open to the advice others
have to offer. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your original approach to your job demonstrates your cleverness,
but it might also end up making more work. Today’s Aquarius Full
Moon emphasizes your 9th House of Big Ideas, inspiring you to
dream about all the amazing possibilities ahead, rather than concen-
trating on the present moment. Thankfully, your goals are attainable
if you proceed with caution and stick to the basics. Keep things sim-
ple and don’t look back. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Negotiations can be tricky business today, especially if you’re wor-
ried about getting your fair share of the pie. The Aquarius Full Moon
overwhelms your 8th House of Shared Resources with brilliant ideas,
triggering issues around jointly held possessions or investments.
People may appeal to your egalitarian values, urging you to lessen
your demands. But you want to be an equal partner now, instead of
playing a subservient role. Don’t just say yes to make someone else
feel better while your self-esteem suffers unnecessarily. Standing up
for your rights earns you the respect you deserve. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

A powerful opportunity to heal your heart can be a gift from the cos-
mos today if you’re experiencing difficulties in the love department.
The Aquarius Full Moon illuminates your 7th House of Others, possi-
bly reactivating an unresolved relationship issue. Meanwhile, roman-
tic Venus returns to linger in your sign for the next two months, stir-
ring up feelings for an old friend or lover. Fortunately, re-framing a
past relationship in a new light alters your perspective and frees you
to be more fully alive in every moment.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You may be so preoccupied with your thoughts that you don’t rec-
ognize the emotional warmth waiting to embrace you with open
arms. The conceptual Aquarius Full Moon falls in your 6th House of
Details, encouraging you to lean on your analytical skills to solve a
current problem. Although you might believe you’re listening care-
fully, you won’t pick up other people’s messages unless they arrive
on your exact frequency. Opening your mind to new channels of
communication today can teach you a very valuable lesson about
connecting with your heart.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Your creativity shines while the Aquarius Full Moon sparkles in your
5th House of Self-Expression. You could put on a brilliant perform-
ance if you don’t try to control every part of the process. A smart
strategy is to have a variety of projects to keep you busy while you’re
hoping for inspiration to strike. Be ready to ride a creative wave if it
comes along, but don’t be disappointed if nothing extraordinary
happens today. As Tom Petty sings, “The waiting is the hardest part.”

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Something could suddenly snap today as the Aquarius Full Moon
activates your 4th House of Domestic Conditions while opposing the
showy Leo Sun in your 10th House of Public Status. Your resolve to
restore balance to your life should alleviate any emotional upset but
downplaying your feelings isn’t the answer. Instead of pitting your
personal responsibilities against your professional commitments,
find ways to support one with the other. Ultimately, creating stability
on the home front gives you a firm foundation on which to build

your success. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You are aware that your wanderlust makes it difficult to follow
through on existing commitments these days. The free-thinking
Aquarius Full Moon excites your 3rd House of Distractions, reactivat-
ing a familiar theme of intellectual restlessness. Although you might
be frustrated by current circumstantial limitations, you can still
improve your situation by acknowledging your adventurous desires
while simultaneously juggling your copious responsibilities.
Managing your time creatively is the key to your success. 

Your current financial condition may seem rather unstable today
while the erratic Aquarius Full Moon stresses your 2nd House of
Money. Maybe you discover your cash on hand is less than anticipat-
ed or, perhaps, your bills are greater than previously calculated.
Either way, don’t avoid a fiscal issue that pops up now, because
addressing it rationally is much wiser than putting it off — even if
you don’t have a complete solution yet. Taking a small step in the
right direction may be enough to set you on a path that eventually
leads to a final answer.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You would rather pursue a more meaningful path in life but dramat-
ic events at work demand an increasing amount of your undivided
attention. Your friends and colleagues might not even notice that
you’re struggling now that the Aquarius Full Moon shines in your
12th House of Invisibility. But there’s no escape from your routine or
your responsibilities. The answer is to integrate a more spiritual
approach into everything you do.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Sweeping changes are necessary to get your life back on track now.
However, the Full Moon’s presence in your sign brings unexpected
events that require you to adapt to other people’s schedules, any-
way. It takes courage to be flexible now instead of rigidly sticking to
an old agenda that no longer works. Although this might be an exer-
cise in cooperation, don’t lose yourself in the process. It may seem as
if others are getting the better end of the deal, but in reality you’re
the one who stands to gain the most by opening your heart. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 01/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
KKK 712 Istanbul 01:20
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5582 Bursa 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
IRA 3407 Mashhad 10:35
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
OMA 641 Muscat 11:50
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10

SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
LZB 7787 Varna 23:45
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 01/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
KKK 713 Bursa 02:20
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
KAC 173 Munich 07:45
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50

KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
IRA 3406 Mashhad 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
OMA 642 Muscat 13:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
THY 5579 TZX 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation

of bookings will help other passengers use seats
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ACROSS
1. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms.
4. A Powhatan Indian woman (the daughter of Powhatan) who befriended the English at
Jamestown and is said to have saved Captain John Smith's life (1595-1617).
11. Port city that is the capital and largest city of Latvia.
15. Cooking utensil consisting of a wide metal vessel.
16. Any of various insects that feed and form galls on conifers.
17. Any of various strong liquors distilled from the fermented sap of toddy palms or from
fermented molasses.
18. The capital and largest city of Japan.
19. Monoamine oxidase inhibitor (trade name Nardil) used to treat clinical depression.
21. Crash together with violent impact.
23. In operation or operational.
24. Realistic Norwegian author who wrote plays on social and political themes (1828-
1906).
25. A highly unstable radioactive element (the heaviest of the halogen series).
26. A soft gray ductile metallic element used in alloys.
29. Cold-water fish caught in Lake Superior and northward.
32. A telegram sent abroad.
35. A formal association of people with similar interests.
39. Any high mountain.
40. A fatal disease of cattle that affects the central nervous system.
42. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the Rhine.
44. Fish eggs or egg-filled ovary.
45. A high-crowned black cap (usually made of felt or sheepskin) worn by men in Turkey
and Iran and the Caucasus.
48. A manner of speaking that is natural to native speakers of a language.
50. Type genus of the Amiidae.
51. Lower in esteem.
53. Follower of Rastafarianism.
54. Profane or obscene expression usually of surprise or anger.
55. A light touch or stroke.
57. A trivalent metallic element of the rare earth group.
59. The inner and thicker of the two bones of the human leg between the knee and
ankle.
60. A doctor's degree in religion.
61. A pale rose-colored variety of the ruby spinel.
64. Singing jazz.
67. Tranquilizer (trade name Ativan) used to treat anxiety and tension and insomnia.
71. A belief (or system of beliefs) accepted as authoritative by some group or school.
74. A series of things depending on each other as if linked together.
78. Airtight sealed metal container for food or drink or paint etc..
79. A spot that is open late at night and that provides entertainment (as singers or
dancers) as well as dancing and food and drink.
81. Using speech rather than writing.
82. A constellation in the southern hemisphere near Telescopium and Norma.
83. Stain (furniture) black to make it look like ebony.
84. A small cake leavened with yeast.

DOWN
1. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common policy for the sale
of petroleum.
2. Panel forming the lower part of an interior wall when it is finished differently from the
rest.

C R O S S W O R D 9 7 8
3. An organic compound that contains a hydroxyl group bonded to a carbon atom
which in turn is doubly bonded to another carbon atom.
4. One of the three prairie provinces in central Canada.
5. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
6. Dramatist of ancient Rome (born in Greece) whose comedies were based on works by
Menander (190?-159 BC).
7. (used especially of persons) Having lived for a relatively long time or attained a specific
age.
8. A fee charged for exchanging currencies.
9. A large oven for firing or burning or drying such things as porcelain or bricks.
10. A public promotion of some product or service.
11. A motley assortment of things.
12. Plants with sword-shaped leaves and erect stalks bearing bright-colored flowers
composed of three petals and three drooping sepals.
13. A measuring instrument for measuring and indicating a quantity or for testing con-
formity with a standard.
14. Similar or related in quality or character.
20. Being one more than two.
22. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac insects.
27. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
28. An emotional response that has been acquired by conditioning.
30. Tropical American tree grown in southern United States having a whitish pink-tinged
fruit.
31. Being divided or separated.
33. South African term for `boss'.
34. Remove with or as if with a ladle.
36. Of or relating to or characteristic of Ireland or its people.
37. Wrongfully emptied or stripped of anything of value.
38. The ability and desire to purchase goods and services.
41. Any of a number of fishes of the family Carangidae.
43. A genus of Mustelidae.
46. Shah of Iran who was deposed in 1979 by Islamic fundamentalists (1919-1980).
47. A sock with a separation for the big toe.
49. Russian country house.
52. Moderate or restrain.
56. An associate degree in applied science.
58. (commerce) The period of time permitted by commercial usage for the payment of a
bill of exchange (especially a foreign bill of exchange).
62. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flowers.
63. A woody climbing usually tropical plant.
65. Being ten more than one hundred ninety.
66. A crown-like jewelled headdress worn by women on formal occasions.
68. A port city in northwestern Algeria and the country's 2nd largest city.
69. Capital city of the Apulia region on the Adriatic coast.
70. United States composer noted for his innovative use of polytonality (1874-1954).
72. Someone who works (or provides workers) during a strike.
73. The arch of bone beneath the eye that forms the prominence of the cheek.
75. A dark-skinned member of a race of people living in Australia when Europeans
arrived.
76. Goddess of criminal rashness and its punishment.
77. A numbered compartment in a post office where mail is put to be called for.
80. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, announced
the introduction of a new offer for post-
paid customers entitling them to receive a
one-year beIN Sports subscription upon
subscribing to Zain’s postpaid smart-
phone plans starting at KD 30 monthly.

Zain rolled out this offer in time with
the upcoming new European leagues sea-
son. Zain postpaid customers who are
football enthusiasts can now enjoy the

live football experience at home with this
new benefit in addition to the existing
benefits offered with postpaid smart-
phone plans. 

Customers subscribing to one of the
postpaid voice packages (KD 30, KD 40, or
KD 57) will receive a one-year beIN Sports
subscription and a receiver device, in
addition to the existing benefits offered
with each plan that include free smart-
phone and tablet devices, free roaming

minutes, and more. 
beIN Sports is a global network of

sports TV channels  that broadcasts major
football  championships in the Middle
East including the English Premier League,
the Spanish La Liga, the German
Bundesliga, the French League 1, the
Italian Serie A, AFC’s Champions League,
and UEFA’s Europa League. 

Placing customers at the forefront and
providing them appealing and flexible

product and service offerings is a main
priority for Zain, reinforcing its position as
the leader in the Kuwaiti telecommunica-
tions landscape.

The company emphasized that the
introduction of this service highlights
Zain’s new portfolio of entertainment
services. This offer is an indication of Zain
delivering on its promises to provide cus-
tomers with the best services and latest
technology.

Free beIN Sports subscription with Zain’s postpaid plans

GAINESVILLE: Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the 15th hole during the second round of the Quicken Loans
National at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club yesterday in Gainesville, Virginia. — AFP

GAINESVILLE: Struggling tournament
host Tiger Woods recovered from anoth-
er woeful start with a back-nine birdie
binge Thursday to spark some confi-
dence that the form which won 14
major titles might return consistently.

Former world number one Woods
opened with bogeys on three of his first
four holes but rallied to start the back
nine with four consecutive birdies to fire
a three-under par 68 to share 27th at the
US PGA Quicken Loans National.  “It was
nice to actually turn it around,” Woods
said. “I felt like I hit the ball well enough.
I didn’t do anything different. I said stay
patient and it will turn, which it did and I
mean I had a run there.” Woods said he
turned a so-so round into a good one
better than he has since he shared 17th
at the Masters, his best showing of the
year.  “You’ve got to score and I made a
lot of key putts,” Woods said. “The last
time I did it is probably Augusta.”

Woods denied rumors he has split
with swing coach Chris Como, who is
not at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club
this week, and took his first look ahead
at 2016 Rio Olympic golf, in which he

was once expected to star but now at
266th in the rankings is almost certain to
miss.

“I don’t have to worry about the
Olympics right now. It’s not really a con-
cern of mine,” Woods said. “Some of the
top players, there’s going to be a sched-
ule concern. Right now that’s not the
case for me. It’s going to be interesting
to see what players, do how they pace
themselves.” Next season’s schedule,
announced Thursday, has only two
weeks between the British Open and
PGA Championship and only two weeks
between that and Olympic golf, with US
PGA playoffs and Europe’s defense of
the Ryder Cup at Hazeltine to follow in
short order.

“Don’t forget on the backside of it we
still have the Ryder Cup,” Woods said.
“It’s going to be a lot of events all in a
row with very little rest. A lot of Euros
have to play their home Open. It’s dou-
bly tough for them.” Asked if he still
worked with Como, Woods said, “Yeah,
is there a problem?” Woods, chasing the
record 18 career majors won by Jack
Nicklaus, has not claimed a major crown

since the 2008 US Open. Woods, whose
79 career PGA titles are only three shy of
Sam Snead’s all-time record, has not
won any event since the WGC
Bridgestone Invitational two years ago.

In his most recent starts, Woods
missed the cut at the US and British
Opens and shared 32nd at the
Greenbrier Classic.

Having struggled most of last year
due to back surgery and this year with
swing changes, Woods looked set for
more troubles early.  Woods lipped out a
four-footer for par at the first, found the
rough with his approach at three and
missed a 12-foot par putt at the fourth.
But he birdied the par-5 fifth and eighth
holes and caught fire at the turn, drop-
ping a nine-foot birdie putt at the 10th,
a seven-footer at the par-3 11th and
landing his approach inches from the
cup at the 12th.

Finding a bunker off the 13th tee
looked to end his run, but Woods blast-
ed out to 12 feet and sank the putt. He
found the sand again off the par-5 14th
tee and began a run of pars into the
clubhouse. — AFP

Tiger’s turnaround 
boosts confidence

GAINESVILLE: Ryo Ishikawa of Japan watches his drive
on the third hole during the first round of the Quicken
Loans National at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in
Gainesville, Virginia. — AFP

Ace helps Ishikawa grab 
share of National lead

GAINESVILLE: Japan’s Ryo Ishikawa fired a hole-in-one
during a sparkling eight-under-par 63 to grab a share of
the lead Thursday at the US PGA Quicken Loans National.

The 23-year-old Asian star also reeled off six birdies in a
row to match two-time US Open champion Retief Goosen,
a South African twice Ishikawa’s age, atop the leaderboard
at the 7,385-yard Robert Trent Jones Golf Club.

“It was a great day for my putting,” said Ishikawa after
his best round of the year.  “I just putted them perfectly. I
just didn’t miss a putt.” The highlight was his eight-iron ace
from 180 yards at the par-three fourth, his first in the US
after three in Japan and another in Puerto Rico.

“Solid strike. Landed five or six yards past the flag and
back to sink in,” said Ishikawa. “That was kind of a special
moment.” Matching the tour record of 59 was not out of
the question with two par-five holes ahead of him but
Ishikawa said he was so excited that parring his way to the
clubhouse was a struggle.

“I was feeling like I wasn’t calm,” Ishikawa said. “It took
about two holes to calm down. Number five was a par-five
but it was difficult for me to make par.”

Two-time US and British Open champion Ernie Els
eagled the par-five 14th and fired six birdies to share third
on 64 with Americans Justin Leonard and Kevin Chappell.
Els fought off a severe back spasm for his low PGA round of
the year. “I felt like anything was a bonus,” he said.

Birdie blitz boosts Tiger 
Host Tiger Woods, the 14-time major winner who has

struggled to make cuts this season, had bogeys on three of
the first four holes but birdied the first four on the back
nine in carding a 68. “It was tough to turn it around, which
I did,” Woods said. “I sucked it up and turned it around and
posted a good number.” England’s Justin Rose, the
defending champion, closed with a bogey to shoot 66, say-
ing, “When you miss a short one at the end it’s never fun to
walk off the 18th. Five under is a good start.”

There were two holes-in-one on the day as Rickie
Fowler aced the ninth from 184 yards with a seven iron. He
was four adrift on 67.

The 203rd-ranked Ishikawa still seeks his first US title
after 115 events over seven seasons.—AFP
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JOHANNESBURG: Basketball stars includ-
ing Chris Paul of the Los Angeles Clippers
and Luol Deng of Miami Heat warmed up
yesterday for the NBA’s first game in Africa,
as the sport looks to expand into the conti-
nent.  The sold-out exhibition game at the
Ell is  Park arena in Johannesburg on
Saturday will pit a team with African links
captained by Deng against a “world team”
captained by Paul.

“I think what makes it so special is that

it’s the first game over here,” Paul told AFP.
“We want to make sure we give the fans

a great game.” Five-time NBA Champion
Gregg Popovich will coach Team Africa,
which includes Deng, who was born in
South Sudan, Luc Mbah a Moute from
Cameroon, Senegalese Gorgui Dieng and
Frenchman Boris Diaw, whose father is from
Senegal.  “The first thing they need is infra-
structure. Sports infrastructure needs to be
put in place, basketball courts that are mod-

ern, and they also need balls and all that,”
said Diaw during training.

He said he was confident that develop-
ment was starting to take place in Africa,
despite challenges.

“I see it in Senegal and lots of things are
done in other countries too,” he said.

Team World will feature Bradley Beal of
Washington Wizards, Pau Gasol of Chicago
Bulls and Evan Turner of Boston Celtics, with
Brooklyn Nets coach Lionel Holl ins in

charge.
The teams have been involved in charity

work ahead of the clash, including fitness
sessions with children and a basketball clin-
ic in a township outside Johannesburg.

The game of basketball is steadily gain-
ing popularity in Africa, with more than 35
players from the continent featured on NBA
rosters since Hakeem Olajuwon was drafted
in 1984. The NBA opened an office in
Johannesburg in 2010.— AFP

NBA stars gather for first game in Africa

HAMBURG: Rafael Nadal of Spain returns the ball to Pablo Cuevas of Uruguay during their quarterfinal match at the
Hamburg Open tennis tournament in Hamburg, Germany, yesterday. — AP

SYDNEY: Number eight Wycliff Palu and centre Matt
Giteau have been recalled to the Australia squad for
next week’s Rugby Championship decider against New
Zealand with uncapped prop Toby Smith also getting
the nod for the Sydney test.

Palu was rested for the victories over South Africa
and Argent ina  and returns  in  p lace  of  Scott
Higginbotham, while a recall for Giteau after he missed
the test against the Pumas with a sternum injury
means winger Nick Cummins drops out.

“Palu’s obviously a very important player in the fab-
ric of the team and just to have him around training,
nudging a few players here and there, gives us more
self-belief,” coach Michael Cheika told reporters.

“We’re starting to get a few more experienced play-
ers back in the groove with himself and the likes of
Matt Giteau back it’s really helpful.”

Smith was rewarded for a f ine season with the
Melbourne Rebels and, with four props required on
matchday, looks likely to make his debut against the
All Blacks at the Olympic Stadium on Saturday week.

Third string hooker James Hanson was considered
surplus to requirements for a match on home soil,
while it was too early for Kane Douglas despite the lock
becoming newly eligible for test rugby after signing a
deal with Queensland on Friday.

“I don’t think he’s picked up his bags from the air-
port yet has he?” Cheika said of Douglas, who is on the
comeback trail after back surgery.

“What would be best to do there is talk to him, see
how he feels physically, might give him a runaround
later on the week and see if he’s in condition to have a
look at him next week.”

Australia could win a first southern hemisphere title
since 2011 if they can beat the world champions in the
final round of the Rugby Championship, which is short-
ened this year because of the World Cup.

It has also been four years since the Wallabies last
beat New Zealand and Cheika is under no illusion as to
how much work it will take to beat the world’s best
team.

“The reality is, they’re the world champions, we’re
the underdogs,” Cheika said.

“What we need to do is to focus every day at train-
ing, use every single minute to get ready to face the
world’s best.  That’s all we can do.”

Squad:
Forwards - James Slipper, Scott Sio, Greg Holmes,

Sekope Kepu, Toby Smith, Stephen Moore, Tatafu
Polota-Nau, Rob Simmons, Will Skelton, James Horwill,
Dean Mumm, Scott Fardy, Wycliff Palu, Ben McCalman,
Sean McMahon, Michael Hooper, David Pocock.

Backs - Nick Phipps, Nic White, Bernard Foley, Quade
Cooper ,  Matt  Toomua,  Matt  Gi teau,  Chr ist ian
Leal i i fano,  Kurt ley Beale,  Tevita Kuridrani ,  Adam
Ashley-Cooper, Drew Mitchell,  Joe Tomane, Henry
Speight, Israel Folau. — Reuters

HAMBURG: Top seed Rafael Nadal defeat-
ed fifth seed Pablo Cuevas 6-3, 6-2 yesteri-
day to set up a Hamburg semi-final clash
against Italian veteran Andreas Seppi.

Nadal, 29, broke the Cuevas serve five
times on his way to a second triumph over
the Uruguayan this year, having also beat-
en the South American in the Rio de
Janeiro quarter-finals in February.

Nadal is playing in Hamburg for the
first time since 2008, when he lifted the
trophy with victory over Roger Federer, as
the left-hander looks to breathe life back
into his flagging season.

Seppi, who knocked Federer out of the
Australian Open this year,  enjoyed a
walkover into Saturday’s semi-finals when
compatriot Simone Bolelli withdrew due
to gastroenteritis. 

Seppi trails Nadal 5-1 in career clashes
with his only win coming in 2008 in
Rotterdam. The other semi-final sees
French qualifier Lucas Pouille face Italy’s
Fabio Fognini.

World number 85 Pouille defeated
countryman Benoit Paire, who was cham-
pion on clay at Bastad last weekend, 6-3,
6-2. Eighth seed Fognini beat Britain’s

Aljaz Bedene 6-4, 7-5.
In Atlanta, two-time defending champi-

on John Isner beat Radek Stepanek 7-6 (3),
7-6 (7) on Thursday night in his opening
match in the Atlanta Open.

The top-seeded Isner has made the
Atlanta finals four of the last five years,
winning the last two after losing to Mardy
Fish in 2010 and 2011. Yet, this was the
first time in six Atlanta appearances that
he was not taken to three sets in his first
match. Still, Stepanek - previously 4-1
against Isner - stretched both sets only to
see Isner move to 12-1 in Atlanta tiebreak-
ers since 2012.

While Isner’s booming serve was good
for 33 aces to three for Stepanek, it was a
good thing the world’s 19th-ranked player
was at “home.” Fans in Atlantic Station
favored the former University of Georgia
star, especially when the former Bulldog
trailed in the second.

“(With) the Georgia fans, the barks in
the crowd, it feels like I’m playing a college
match,” Isner said after moving to 17-3 in
Atlanta. “It’s a very comfortable atmos-
phere. I played a pretty nervous match, to
be honest.” Isner took the first set with his

17th ace, but Stepanek - a 36-year-old, 20-
year pro from the Czech Republic - broke
registered the first service break of the
match when he launched a forehand win-
ner to lead 3-2 in the second set.

After trading holds, Isner broke back in
a game where he turned his back to the
net and ran to save a deep ball by popping
it high in the sky. That set up an eventual
passing shot that surprised Stepanek.

“I certainly got lucky right there,” said
Isner, who now lives in Tampa. “He hit it
right back at me and I was able to hit a
winner. He had some double faults in that
game as well.”

Earlier, Ukrainian qualifier Denis Kudla
upset third-seeded Jack Sock 7-6 (6), 6-3,
and No. 6 Steve Johnson and No. 8
Benjamin Becker also tumbled out.

Sock, an American ranked 35th, fell
quickly in the second set when his service
game abandoned him and high humidity
and temperatures in the mid-90s slowed
him down.

The 94th-ranked Kudla was 5-7 in ATP
matches, although he reached the round
of 16 at Wimbledon a month ago. Sock
was 17-8.—Agencies

Nadal sets up Seppi 
semi-final clash

Wallabies Palu and
Giteau return for

All Blacks test
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunica-
tions company in Kuwait, announced the
continuation of its main sponsorship of
Kuwaiti Powerboat racer Yousef Al Rubayan,
who currently stands at the second place in
the overall standings of the UIM F1 H2O
Powerboat World Championship. The
Kuwaiti racer is set to take part in the third
round today in Portugal.  This sponsorship
adds to Zain’s long list of Kuwaiti youth the
company supports in local and international
sporting events, as it comes in line with
Zain’s Corporate Social Responsibility strate-
gy towards the youth and sports sectors,
especially that Al Rubayan achieved the first
place title of the second round that was
recently held in France. 

Zain’s sponsorship of Al Rubayan show-
cases its keenness to foster the further

development and success of Kuwaiti ath-
letes in the many fields of sports. Powerboat
racing is increasingly becoming a well-rec-
ognized water sport among Kuwaiti youth,
thus Zain’s eagerness to support Al
Rubayan in his professional career to raise
the Kuwaiti flag high in local and interna-
tional competitions.  Al Rubayan will take
part in the upcoming rounds that will be
held in China, Abu Dhabi, and Al Sharjah,
UAE. 

Al Rubayan’s Powerboat racing career
already saw him achieving many titles,
including the fifth place in the World’s F1
Championship in 2013, the third place in
Qatar’s round during 2013, the second
place in the World’s F2 Championship in
2010, as well as the third place in the
World’s Championship in 2009. 

Kuwaiti racer set to participate today in Portugal
Zain main sponsor of racer Yousef Al Rubayan

Yousef Al Rubayan’s powerboat

KAZAN:  Russia retained its team free
program title at the world aquatics
championships yesterday. Russia
excelled in front of its home crowd
with a score of 98.4667 points, includ-
ing two perfect  10s from the judges,
comfortably beating second-place
China with 96.1333. Japan won a fight
for the bronze with 93.9 points, only 0.2
more than Ukraine. “We’re all happy,
just really happy,” Russian swimmer
Vlada Chigiryova said. Russia entered
the medal ceremony to loud cheers at
the Aquatics Palace and high-fived the
other medalists before jumping up and
down on the top step of the podium.

Russia has won the event at every
worlds since the team free program
was introduced as a separate medal
event in 2007. Russia coach Tatyana
Pokrovskaya said the home crowd lift-
ed her team. “With this kind of support
it all worked out,” Pokrovskaya said.
“The girls did great.”

Yesterday’s victory takes the host
nation to seven gold medals of eight
awarded in synchronized swimming at
this year’s worlds. The sole slip came
when Christina Jones and Bill May of
the United States won the mixed duet
technical routine on Sunday.

Meanwhile,  Olympic 50m and
100m freestyle champion Ranomi
Kromowidjojo says she has put her

‘chaotic years’ behind her and is ready
to rival Australia’s Campbell sisters at
the world swimming championships.

The 24-year-old Dutch sprinter set
Olympic records in winning both the
freestyle sprints in London three years
ago. She added the world 50m title in
Barcelona two years ago when Cate
Campbell finished second, but the
Australian powered to gold in the
100m final with Holland’s
Kromowidjojo settling for bronze as
Sweden’s Sarah Sjostrom took silver.

Fastest 100m time
As well as the relays, which start

tomorrow with the 4x100m freestyle,
Kromowidjojo will race both the 50m
and 100m individual events and
expects the winning times in Kazan to
be faster than those in Barcelona. 

Campbell and Holland’s Femke
Heemskerk have swum the joint fastest
100m time this year of 52.96 seconds-
nearly a second faster than

Kromowidjojo’s best so far in 2015.
Cate’s sister Bronte clocked the

world’s fourth fastest time in the
Australian trials and Kromowidjojo says
she will be paying close attention to
the southern hemisphere siblings.

“There are a lot of girls to watch in
both events, like Femke and Sjostrom,
but the Campbell sisters are up there,”
said Kromowidjojo. 

“It’s a strong field in the 100m
freestyle. I’m not the favourite and I’m
not sure where I am in the rankings,
but we’ll see after the racing.”

Campbell has benefited from work-
ing with Jacco Verhaeren, Australia’s
Dutch head coach since 2014, who has
helped her improve her turns, and
Kromowidjojo jokingly admitted being
worried what secrets have been
divulged. “Jacco’s a good friend of
mine and I’m afraid he will be giving
them a lot of help, but I am looking for-
ward to racing the Australian girls,” she
said with a smile.—AFP

Russia retains synchro 
team gold at swim worlds

Adrian laments
loss of Magnussen

at worlds
KAZAN:  Olympic champion Nathan Adrian of
the USA admits he is disappointed not to be ale
to resume his 100m freestyle battle with injured
world champion James Magnussen in Kazan.
Adrian won the Olympic title by just one hun-
dredths of a second when he beat Magnussen
on the wall in London three years ago with ‘The
Missile’ having to settle for silver.

The Australian, who gained revenge by win-
ning the world title in Barcelona two years ago
when Adrian collected bronze, misses the 2015
world championships with a shoulder injury.

The swimming section of the world aquatic
championships starts here on Sunday and there
will be a new world 100m freestyle champion
when the men’s heats start on Wednesday with
the final on Thursday night.  “It’s a shame to
ever see anyone go down. I’m sure it probably
eats him inside to be at home right now-that
sucks,” said Adrian in Thursday’s USA team
press conference.

“It’s not something I’d wish on anybody, I
wish him all the best and that he recovers
quickly.

“But James is a pretty resilient guy. He’ll fig-
ure out how to go fast in the past and I’m sure
he’ll do it again.”

Even without his main rival in Kazan, Adrian
knows the mantle of being the event’s Olympic
champion will count for nothing once the heats
get underway.  Adrian can expect a fast field in
Kazan as his rivals stake a claim for a world title
in the last major competition before the Rio de
Janeiro Olympic Games.

As the US trial was held last year, Adrian,
who also goes in the 50m freestyle,  has
watched his rivals clock fast times at their
respective national trials on the road to Kazan.

Canada’s Santo Condorelli, Russia’s Vladimir
Morozov and Australia’s Cameron McEvoy have
all swum around the 48 seconds mark this year,
close to the speed which won worlds medals in
Barcelona two years ago.  “It’s hard to narrow it
down, this field is going to be really fast,” said
Adrian.

“There are a lot of people who have been
under 48 seconds either this year or last.

“Vlad’s good, Santo and Cam have been con-
sistent in doing that too.  “There is a field of a
lot of guys who can go under 48, it’s just a mat-
ter of who goes furthest under to win.

“A lot of people have had their trials, gone to
continental championships  and done well
there, but this is where it counts.”—AFP

KAZAN: Silver medalist, Team China, poses during the podium
ceremony of the Team Free final event during the synchronised
swimming competition at the 2015 FINA World Championships in
Kazan yesterday.  — AFP 

KAZAN: Gold medalist, Team Russia, poses during the podium ceremony of the Team Free final
event during the synchronised swimming competition at the 2015 FINA World Championships in
Kazan yesterday. — AFP 
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HOUSTON:  Jason Castro hit a three-run
homer with two outs in the ninth inning
to give the Houston Astros a 3-0 victory
and a three-game sweep of the Los
Angeles Angels on Thursday night. The
win moves first-place Houston two
games ahead of the Angels in the AL
West. It was 0-0 to start the bottom of the
ninth inning. Jed Lowrie drew a walk off
Jose Alvarez (2-2) with one out before a
two-out single by Marwin Gonzalez.
Castro then launched his two-out shot off
Fernando Salas into the seats in right field
to give Houston the win. Luke Gregerson
(4-1) pitched a scoreless ninth for the win.
Scott Kazmir allowed three hits and
struck out five in 7 2/3 scoreless innings
in the first start for the Astros in his home-
town and his second since a trade from
the Oakland Athletics.

PADRES 8, METS 7
Justin Upton hit a three-run homer

through a driving rain with two outs in the
ninth inning, and San Diego stunned New
York, overcoming a six-run deficit during a
game delayed nearly four hours by two
storms. With a darkening sky overhead,
Jeurys Familia entered with a 7-5 lead and
got two quick outs in the ninth before a
torrential downpour stopped play.
Frustrated, the Mets closer stood on the
mound as the other players cleared the
field. When play resumed 44 minutes later,
Derrick Norris fell behind 0-2 before sin-
gling for his career-high fifth hit. Matt
Kemp singled as the rain began again and
Upton, in what could be his final at -bat
with the Padres, sent the first pitch soaring
to right-center for San Diego’s first lead.
Afrer Yangervis Solarte grounded out, play
was halted again, this time for 2:52. Craig
Kimbrel then was perfect in a 5-minute
ninth for his 30th save, in front of just sev-
eral hundred fans.

CARDINALS 9, ROCKIES 8
Matt Carpenter hit a pair of home runs

and Greg Garcia’s bases-loaded walk
capped a three-run rally in the ninth
inning as St. Louis beat Colorado.
Carpenter went 4 for 5 with four RBIs after
moving back to the leadoff spot. It was his
first career multihomer game and he has a
career-high 12 home runs this season.
Jhonny Peralta’s two-run single off Rockies
closer John Axford tied the game at 8-all
and Garcia’s walk scored Kolten Wong as
the Cardinals recorded their seventh walk-
off win of the season. Axford (3-5) took his
third loss in his last four outings. Cardinals
starter Carlos Martinez gave up five runs
on 10 hits in five innings. Carlos Villanueva
(4-3) earned the win.

RANGERS 7, YANKEES 6
Josh Hamilton delivered a game-end-

ing RBI single with two outs in the ninth
inning and Texas beat AL East-leading
New York. Hamilton also had a three-run
homer for the Rangers, who scored the
winning run after a wild ninth to split the
four-game series. Delino DeShields drew a
leadoff walk in the ninth off Nick Goody (0-
1), who was making his major league
debut. Yankees closer Andrew Miller got
Elvis Andrus out on a deep fly ball before
DeShields became the second out when
he was hit on the foot by Leonys Martin’s
hard shot while running the bases. Martin
went to second on Adrian Beltre’s walk
and scored when Hamilton singled to
right. Mark Teixeira homered twice for the
Yankees, and Brian McCann also went
deep.

INDIANS 3, ATHLETICS 1
Carlos Carrasco threw a two-hitter,

Carlos Santana hit a two-run homer and
Cleveland beat Oakland. Francisco Lindor
had two hits for the Indians, who won their
second straight following a six-game los-
ing streak. Josh Reddick doubled in a first-
inning run for the A’s, who have lost six of
their last seven. Carrasco did not allow a
hit after Reddick’s double, facing one over
the minimum from that point. He walked
one and struck out seven. He was coming
off his worst start of the season in which
he allowed six runs in four innings. Chris
Bassitt (0-4) gave up three runs, his season
high, on six hits. He walked one and struck
out a season-best six.

NATIONALS 1, MARLINS 0
Max Scherzer scattered three hits over

seven innings, Jonathan Papelbon got his
first save for Washington with a perfect
ninth inning and the Nationals beat Miami.
Backed by Ryan Zimmerman’s second-
inning homer off Dan Haren, Scherzer (11-
8) struck out six and lowered his ERA to
2.22. Former closer Drew Storen pitched a
perfect eighth, striking out two in his new
setup role. Papelbon, acquired Tuesday
from Philadelphia, retired Ichiro Suzuki on
a comebacker, got Christian Yelich to line
out and struck out pinch-hitter Michael
Morse for his 18th save in 18 chances this
season. Haren (7-7) gave up four hits in six
innings and lowered his ERA to 3.42.

BLUE JAYS 5, ROYALS 2
Dioner Navarro hit a two-run home

run, Russell Martin and Josh Donaldson
added solo shots and Toronto beat Kansas
City. The Blue Jays, who acquired star
pitcher David Price from Detroit earlier in
the day, have homered in 12 consecutive

games since the All-Star break, their
longest streak of the season. Price was not
with the Blue Jays on Thursday but is
expected to join them Friday. Toronto has
not said when Price will make his first start
but Sunday is a possibility. Marco Estrada
(8-6) allowed two runs and three hits in 5
2-3 innings. Estrada left after Lorenzo
Cain’s two-out single in the sixth ended his
run of 15 straight outs. Brett Cecil came on
and retired Eric Hosmer. LaTroy Hawkins
pitched the seventh, Aaron Sanchez
worked the eighth and Roberto Osuna fin-
ished for his sixth save.

RED SOX 8, WHITE SOX 2
Xander Bogaerts and David Ortiz each

had three hits and Boston beat Chris Sale,
snapping Chicago’s seven-game winning
streak. Knuckleballer Steven Wright (4-4)
pitched seven effective innings in Boston’s
third win in 15 games. Brock Holt had a
two-run single in a four-run sixth. Jose
Abreu hit a two-run homer in the first for
the White Sox, who head home for a
weekend series against the Yankees after a
7-1 road trip moved them into contention
for an AL wild-card spot. The first five bat-
ters reached in Boston’s four-run sixth
before Sale (9-6) was lifted. He allowed
seven runs and 12 hits in his worst start
since April.

CUBS 5, BREWERS 2
Anthony Rizzo hit a three-run homer

with two out in the eighth inning, and
Chicago beat Milwaukee. The Cubs won
for the third time in four games since they
were swept in a weekend series against
lowly Philadelphia. Rizzo finished with
three hits and Dexter Fowler went 2 for 4.
Jimmy Nelson pitched seven innings of
two-hit ball for Milwaukee, but Chicago

rallied in the eighth. Addison Russell and
Fowler singled against Jeremy Jeffress
before Will Smith (4-2) came in. Smith
retired his first two batters, but Rizzo con-
nected for his 18th homer to give the Cubs
a 3-2 lead.

TWINS 9, MARINERS 5
Eddie Rosario finished a single shy of

the cycle and drove in three runs to help
Minnesota snap a four-game skid with a
victory over Seattle. Aaron Hicks and Brian
Dozier also homered for the Twins, who
had lost 10 of their previous 12 games. Phil
Hughes (10-6) gave up five runs on 10 hits
and struck out five in five innings and Joe
Mauer extended his hitting streak to 11
games. Austin Jackson and Seth Smith hit
two-run homers for the Mariners, who
traded outfielder Dustin Ackley to the New
York Yankees before the game. J.A. Happ
(4-6) gave up seven runs - six earned - on
nine hits in 3 1/3 innings.

REDS 15, PIRATES 5
Brandon Phillips hit a pair of three-run

homers and drove in a career-high seven
runs, powering the Reds to a victory that
kept Pittsburgh winless in Cincinnati this
season. The Reds opened the season with
a three-game sweep of the Pirates at Great
American Ball Park. They improved to 4-0
on Thursday night by taking advantage of
struggling A.J. Burnett (8-5), sending the
Pirates to their most lopsided loss of the
season. Pittsburgh hadn’t allowed so
many runs since a 15-5 loss to Arizona on
Aug. 17, 2013. Marlon Byrd also hit a three-
run homer, and Jay Bruce drove in three
runs with a sacrifice fly and a double as the
Reds improved to 8-2 overall against the
Pirates this season. Left-hander David
Holmberg (1-0) was called up from Triple-

A and allowed two runs and five hits in six
innings.

TIGERS 9, ORIOLES 8
Yoenis Cespedes homered and drove

in three runs and Detroit beat Baltimore
after shifting into rebuilding mode by trad-
ing two of their best pitchers. Mired in
fourth place in the AL Central, Detroit dealt
starter David Price to Toronto and closer
Joakim Soria to Pittsburgh the day before
the non-waiver trade deadline. General
manager Dave Dombrowski conceded, “I
would much rather be acquiring than I
would be trading. But it’s just where we
are at this point.” After an active day of
dealing, the Tigers kept busy on the bases.
Detroit finished with 16 hits, including
three apiece by Cespedes, Ian Kinsler and
Jose Iglesias. The Tigers led 7-0 in the
fourth inning and 9-2 in the sixth before
surviving Baltimore’s comeback bid.

PHILLIES 4, BRAVES 1
Domonic Brown homered and Aaron

Harang snapped his losing streak at eight
starts, leading Philadelphia to a victory
over Atlanta. Carlos Ruiz had two RBIs and
every Phillies starter had at least one hit as
they won their 10th game in the 12 since
the All-Star break. Harang (5-11) was mak-
ing his first start since going on the dis-
abled list on July 2 with plantar fasciitis in
his left foot. He allowed one run and nine
hits with three strikeouts and one walk in
five innings to earn his first victory since
May 14. Shelby Miller (5-8) extended his
winless streak to 13 starts after giving up
four runs and 11 hits in six innings. A.J.
Pierzynski had two hits and an RBI for
slumping Atlanta, which lost for the 14th
time in 18 games while dropping its 11th
road game in the last 12. — AP

Castro homers in bottom of 9th as Astros beat Angels

MINNEAPOLIS: Seattle Mariners’ Mark Trumbo (35) is safe at first on an infield single as the throw from Minnesota Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco
goes wide past first baseman Joe Mauer, left, during the eighth inning of a baseball game in Minneapolis, Thursday, July 30, 2015. Watching at
right is Mariners first base coach Chris Woodward. — AP
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BIRMINGHAM: Ian Bell guided England to an eight-
wicket victory over Australia in the third test at
Edgbaston yesterday to put the hosts 2-1 up in the
series with two matches to play. Bell (65 not out)
and Joe Root, with an unbeaten 38, anchored the
chase after England were set to 121 to win on the
third day at Edgbaston where a dominant perform-
ance banished memories of a heavy defeat at
Lord’s.

England lost Alastair Cook (7) and Adam Lyth
(12) to set a few nerves on edge but Bell, dropped
on 20 by Australia captain Michael Clarke, made his
second 50 of the match to spark raucous celebra-
tions after Root hit the winning runs.  The hosts

took command on day one when Australia were
shot out for 136, James Anderson, who will miss the
next test with a side strain, taking six wickets-a feat
matched by the recalled Steven Finn in the second
innings.  “It’s been a fantastic three days,” Cook said.
“I don’t think the pitch was 140 all out but the way
Jimmy bowled, backed up by Steve was fantastic.”
Victory at either Trent Bridge, in the fourth test
which starts on Aug. 6, or The Oval in the last match
would guarantee England winning back the Ashes
which they so dismally surrendered in a 5-0 loss in
Australia in 2013-14.  England’s celebrations will be
tempered, however, by the major blow of losing
Anderson, possibly for the rest of the series.

Australia’s tail wagged on Friday, adding 97 to
their overnight total before they were dismissed
for 265 just before lunch. England had hoped to
quickly take the three remaining second-innings
wickets but Australia pushed their lead to 120
before Moeen Ali removed Mitchell Starc.  Starc
had led Australia’s resistance with some big hits in
his 58, sharing an eighth-wicket stand of 64 with
wicketkeeper Peter Nevill (59) who held up
England for 147 balls in compiling a maiden test
half-century. Finn eventually made the break-

through when Nevill was caught down the leg
side, the paceman taking a test best 6-79 after a
two-year absence from the side. Clarke, who
admitted his poor form with the bat was a big
cause for concern, said credit must go to England.
“I was proud of how the boys fought,” he said. “I
think around 180-200 would have given us a
chance but England played well.

“Our goal is to win the series, I still believe we
can do that. We have to play well but it’s pretty
simple.” — Reuters

Bell steers England to victory, take 2-1 lead

BIRMINGHAM:  England paceman James
Anderson has been ruled out of the remain-
der of the third Ashes Test against Australia
at Edgbaston and next week’s fourth Test at
Trent Bridge, it was announced yesterday.

Anderson, England’s all-time leading Test
wicket-taker, left the field three balls into his
ninth over in Australia’s second innings on
the second day at Edgbaston on Thursday-
his 33rd birthday. An England and Wales
Cricket Board statement issued Friday con-
firmed that, following an overnight assess-
ment, he had suffered a side strain. “England

bowler James Anderson has been ruled out
of remainder of the current Investec Ashes
Test with a side strain,” the statement said.

“Anderson will be unavailable for the
fourth Test beginning on Thursday 6 August
at Trent Bridge and his availability for the
final Test in the series (at The Oval on August
20) will be determined in due course.”

Anderson, whose 413 Test wickets are an
England record, took an Ashes-best six for 47
as Australia were skittled out for just 136 in
the first innings at Edgbaston. Recalled fast
bowler Steven Finn then took five for 45 on

Thursday as Australia slumped to 168 for sev-
en in their second innings, a lead of just 23
runs with three wickets standing.

But Anderson’s injury could hamper
England’s bid to go 2-1 up in the five-match
Ashes series on Friday as bowling substitutes
are not allowed under cricket’s rules or Laws,
although a replacement fielder is permitted.

When he saw Anderson struggle before
going off the field after pulling out of his
action on Thursday, England great Ian
Botham said he feared the Lancastrian would
miss the rest of the series.  “If it’s an inter-

costal, we won’t see him again in this series,”
former pace bowling all-rounder Botham said
on Sky Sports.  “You can’t sneeze, can’t cough,
can’t laugh. You have to let it heal.” Anderson
has an especially brilliant Test record at Trent
Bridge, with 53 in eight matches at an aver-
age of 19.24. Meanwhile six of his 18 returns
of five wickets or more in Test innings have
come at the Nottingham ground. He also
took 10 wickets across the match in the last
Ashes Test at Trent Bridge, in 2013 — one of
two 10-wicket returns he has at
Nottinghamshire’s headquarters. — AFP

England’s Anderson out of fourth Ashes Test

BIRMINGHAM: England’s Joe Root and Ian Bell celebrate after adding the win-
ning runs for England on the third day of the third Ashes cricket test match
between England and Australia at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England,
yesterday. England won the third test. — AFP

Australia 1st Innings 136 (C Rogers 52; J
Anderson 6-47)

England 1st Innings 281 (J Root 63, M Ali 59, I
Bell 53; N Lyon 3-36, J Hazlewood 3-74)

Australia 2nd Innings (overnight: 168-7)
C. Rogers lbw b Broad 6
D. Warner c Lyth b Anderson 77
S. Smith c Buttler b Finn 8
M. Clarke c Lyth b Finn 3
A. Voges c Bell b Finn 0
M. Marsh b Finn 6
P. Nevill c Buttler b Finn 59
M. Johnson c Stokes b Finn 14
M. Starc c sub (Poysden) b Ali 58
J. Hazlewood c Root b Stokes 11
N. Lyon not out 12 
Extras (b2, lb9) 11
Total (all out, 79.1 overs, 350 mins) 265
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Rogers), 2-62 (Smith), 3-76

(Clarke),  4-76 (Voges),  5-92 (Marsh),  6-111
(Warner), 7-153 (Johnson), 8-217 (Nevill), 9-245
(Hazlewood), 10-265 (Starc)
Bowling: Anderson 8.3-5-15-1; Broad 20-4-61-1;
Finn 21-3-79-6; Ali 16.1-3-64-1; Stokes 11-3-28-1;
Root 2.3-0-7-0.

England 2nd Innings (target: 121)
A. Lyth lbw b Hazlewood 12
A. Cook b Starc 7
I. Bell not out 65
J. Root not out 38
Extras (w2) 2
Total (2 wkts, 32.1 overs, 139 mins) 124
Did not bat: J Bairstow, B Stokes, J Buttler, M Ali, S
Broad, S Finn, J Anderson
Fall of wickets: 1-11 (Cook), 2-51 (Lyth)
Bowling: Starc 6-1-33-1 (2w); Hazlewood 7-0-21-
1; Lyon 11-1-52-0; Johnson 7-3-10-0; Marsh 1.1-0-
8-0
Result: England won by eight wickets.

SCOREBOARD
BIRMINGHAM, United Kingdom: Scoreboard on the third day of the third Ashes Test
between England and Australia at Edgbaston yesterday:

DHAKA:  Heavy showers from tropical storm
Komen washed out the entire second day of
the second test between Bangladesh and
South Africa yesterday. Officials said there will
be no attempt today to make up for lost time,

and the match will start at the scheduled time
if the weather permits. Bangladesh is 246-8
after electing to bat first. The first test ended
in a draw after the final two days were
washed out by rain. — AP

Bangladesh-S Africa 
second day rained out

DHAKA: A Bangladesh’s ground staff member walks with an umbrella during rain on the
field to check rain covers during the second day of the second cricket test match between
Bangladesh and South Africa in Dhaka, Bangladesh, yesterday. — AP

Bangladesh 1st innings (Overnight: 246-8)
T. Iqbal c Amla b Steyn 6   
I. Kayes lbw b Duminy 30  
M. Haque c Vilas b Duminy 40  
Mahmudullah c Bavuma b Steyn 35  
M. Rahim c Vilas b Elgar 65  
S. Al Hasan c Elgar b M. Morkel 35  
L. Das c Elgar b Duminy 3   
Nas. Hossain not out 13  
M. Shahid b Steyn 1   

Extras (b-5 lb-11 nb-2) 18  
Total (for 8 wickets, 88.1 overs) 246 
Fall of wickets: 1-12 T. Iqbal, 2-81 M. Haque, 3-86
I. Kayes, 4-180 Mahmudullah, 5-215 M. Rahim, 6-
220 L. Das, 7-245 S. Al Hasan, 8-246 M. Shahid
To bat: M. Rahman, J. Hossain
Bowling: D. Steyn 16.1-4-30-3, V. Philander 11-2-
25-0 (nb-2), M. Morkel 14-2-45-1, S. Harmer 23-3-
76-0, S. van Zyl 2-1-5-0, D. Elgar 7-0-22-1, J.
Duminy 15-4-27-3.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at lunch on the second day in the second and final Test between Bangladesh
and South Africa yesterday in Mirpur, Bangladesh.
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MONTREAL: Didier Drogba said he is look-
ing forward to the “beautiful challenge” of
finishing his career in Major League Soccer
after being unveiled before hundreds of
Montreal Impact fans here Thursday.

The veteran Ivory Coast and former
Chelsea icon addressed a crowd of fans at
Montreal’s Saputo Stadium, a day after jet-
ting into the Canadian city after wrapping
up his MLS move earlier this week. 

“I am a man of challenges and there is a

beautiful one before me,” Drogba said
alongside Impact President Joey Saputo.

Saputo said Drogba was arriving at a
great time “for the Impact, the city of
Montreal, and the MLS.” 

“I’m proud that he decided to pursue his
career here, and his arrival will be beneficial
at all levels, both on and off the pitch,”
Saputo added. 

“I just want to say, no pressure,” a smiling
Drogba added before an ovation from sup-

porters.  The two-time African Footballer of
the Year said he had decided to join
Montreal after being impressed by Saputo. 

“The president’s speech persuaded me. It
was very simple, very warm,” he said. 

Drogba, meanwhile, revealed he had
been surprised by the turnout that marked
his arrival at the airport on Wednesday. 

“I didn’t expect that,” he said, adding that
he did not think his new teammates would
treat him like a superstar. 

“It’s only the way the people look at you-
in the dressing room all the players are the
same,” he said.

Drogba added he had sought a move to
the MLS because he wanted to play regularly
after a farewell season at Chelsea last year
where he was used mostly as a squad player.

“I wanted to be out on the pitch more,”
Drogba said, explaining his decision sign an
18-month contract, adding that he still
“dreamed of winning trophies.” — AFP

Drogba relishing ‘beautiful challenge’ of MLS

LONDON: Chelsea’s Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho speaks during a press conference at Chelsea’s training
ground, Stoke D’Abernon, south of London yesterday, ahead of their FA Community Shield match against Arsenal
tomorrow. — AFP 

Costa, Cahill fit for 
Chelsea’s Wembley date

COBHAM: Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho revealed yesterday that striker
Diego Costa and centre-back Gary Cahill
will be fit to face Arsenal in this week-
end’s Community Shield.

The pair were injured in Tuesday’s
friendly against Barcelona in
Washington DC, when Costa was forced
out of the game with a hamstring prob-
lem and Cahill suffered a suspected bro-
ken nose. But speaking ahead of the tra-
ditional Wembley curtain-raiser
between the Premier League champions
and the FA Cup holders on Sunday,
Mourinho confirmed the two players
were available to face Arsene Wenger’s
side. “They are both good, everyone is
available,” he said. Costa’s hamstring
problem provided a reminder of the
Spain international’s injury woes from
last season, when the forward suffered a
succession of injuries.

But Mourinho believes Costa has
resolved last season’s problems and
with Radamel Falcao and Loic Remy also
at his disposal, he feels he has sufficient

cover in attack. Asked if Costa was now
injury-free, Mourinho said: “I believe, but
I’m not worried about it. I go match after
match. Fantastic group of strikers. So no
problem.” He added: “I have three top
strikers. If one is injured, we have two. I
have no concerns, no protections. It’s a
position where we’re very strong.”

The outcome of Sunday’s meeting
will offer nothing more than a pointer
with regards to the coming Premier
League campaign.

‘More than a friendly’ 
But the lingering enmity between

Mourinho and Wenger-fuelled by the
Arsenal manager’s failure to beat his
Chelsea counterpart in 13 attempts-
means the game carries added signifi-
cance. “It’s not a friendly like against
Barcelona, Paris Saint-Germain or
Arsenal against Wolfsburg,” Mourinho
said. “It’s more than that, but it’s less
than a Premier League match.

“We lost against Red Bull (the New
York Red Bulls) and we were not happy.

So it’s normal that we always try to play
for a result and the Community Shield
has a motivation, obviously different
than just a friendly or just a summer
tournament. I would say it’s the start of
the competition.”

But he added: “I just want my club to
get the best possible results.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s Arsenal. It
doesn’t matter about the (opposing)
manager. I just want my team, my club,
to try to get the best possible results. 

That’s all that matters. “In football
you can win or lose or draw. In this case
you have to be ready for everything and
I never made my victories over Arsenal
an explosion of happiness or special
pride and I’ll not make a drama if some
day we lose.” However, the Portuguese
believes that Wenger’s side will pose a
greater threat in the title race this sea-
son after finishing 12 points below the
champions last time round.

“I always think they are (a threat),”
Mourinho said. “I always think they have
a very good squad.—AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO:  Brazil’s largest-ever corruption scandal
threatens to slow down preparations for the Olympic Games
in Rio de Janeiro next year as it engulfs construction compa-
nies responsible for the lion’s share of projects worth around
$12 billion.

Prosecutors investigating the scandal at state-run oil firm
Petrobras have implicated more than 20 companies, including
five that are working on Olympics venues and infrastructure.

The investigation, dubbed “Operation Car Wash”, has
pushed the companies into a tight spot as their credit lines
dry up and top executives are in jail awaiting trial.

Scrambling to limit the fallout, Rio’s city government is at
times being forced to act like a bank, lending companies mon-
ey to prevent a slowdown in construction, a senior city gov-
ernment source told Reuters.

“We are giving companies the money in advance and
when the funds are freed up at the federal level they are
passed to City Hall,” the source said.

Of the five firms, Odebrecht is involved in over half of all
Olympics projects by value. The other four account for much
of the rest: OAS SA, Andrade Gutierrez SA, Queiroz Galvao SA,
and Carioca Christiani Nielsen Engenharia SA.

OAS, one of Brazil’s biggest construction firms, filed for
bankruptcy protection in March after its credit lines dried up.

It is part of the consortium building a group of Olympics
venues at Deodoro in northeast Rio, where 11 sports includ-
ing rugby, shooting and BMX riding will be held.

OAS said the project has not been affected.
Prosecutors say construction firms overcharged Petrobras

for years and that excess cash was used to bribe politicians. All
payments from Petrobras to the companies have been sus-
pended, so those working on the Rio Olympics face a cash
squeeze with the opening ceremony just a year away.

“Cash is king ... Construction tends to have low profit mar-
gins and a lack of cash flow typically hurts a lot,” said Bent
Flyvbjerg, a professor at Oxford University’s Said Business
School. Odebrecht did not respond to requests for comment
and Carioca Engenharia declined to comment. Andrade
Gutierrez, OAS and Queiroz Galvao said their projects were
progressing normally and City Hall said construction was
being delivered on time.

Giant building site
Olympics officials say the scandal has not yet resulted in

delays, but it is complicating an already massive construction
challenge as Rio attempts a scale of urban regeneration not
seen for an Olympic Games since Barcelona 1992.

Preparations in Rio are well behind where they were at the
same point in London before it hosted the Olympics in 2012.

The city looks like a giant building site with firms working
on an extended metro, light railway, re-built port area, new
highways and dozens of venues.

Another firm caught up in the scandal, Mendes Junior SA,
backed out of a contract to fix the drainage around the
Maracana soccer stadium set to host Olympic matches.

Mendes Junior said it is no longer involved in any Olympics
projects, though it has not cited the Petrobras probe as the rea-
son for that. Ratings agency Fitch, which last month downgrad-
ed several Brazilian construction firms due to the scandal, says
fragile finances mean timely payments are crucial to keep build-
ing going. “A huge part of whether the works are delivered on
time will be down to funds reaching the companies promptly,”
Fitch analyst Mauro Storino said. “If money doesn’t arrive, a
company might have to slow down the pace of work.” Slow
payments are a regular problem for the construction industry in
Brazil, especially on government contracts.—Reuters

Brazil corruption probe 
threatens Rio Olympics 
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GLASGOW: Ronny Deila has warned Celtic’s
title rivals that the reigning champions are
even better than last year as they begin their
defence of the Scottish Premiership crown.

The Hoops will unfurl the Championship
flag for the fourth consecutive season when
Ross County visit Parkhead on the opening
day of the new Scottish top-flight campaign
today.

And Norwegian manager Deila, who led
Celtic to a Premiership and League Cup dou-
ble in his first season in charge, is looking for-
ward to seeing an even more dominant cam-
paign from the Glasgow team this term.  “It is
going to be a nice day and hopefully we can
do the same as last year when we beat
Dundee United 6-1,” he said.

“It is going to be tough but I think we are
a better football team than we were at the
same time last year-hopefully that will give us
more points.  “I learned a lot last year and I
am still learning. But it is the same challenge
that we had last year. We want to win games,
entertain and win trophies.

“Now the season starts and I am looking
forward to it.” The financial clout of the
Parkhead club compared to their opponents
means Celtic are the overwhelming
favourites to extend their dominance of the
top-flight in the continued absence of
Glasgow rivals Rangers.  But this might not
be enough to save him from criticism from
the Celtic faithful, who expect better things
from their side in Europe after their dismal
exit from the Champions League in the quali-
fying rounds last year.  This week’s narrow 1-
0 win over Azerbaijani outfit Qarabag FK in
the first leg of their third qualifying round tie
has left their progress to the play-off round
hanging firmly in the balance.

Challengers 
Domestically, the Hoops finished the sea-

son 17 points ahead of nearest rivals
Aberdeen, but Deila expects the Dons to run
his side closer this season.  “Aberdeen will be
our main challengers. They have kept their
team from last season and have added good

players too,” he said.  “They are going to be
stronger and have already shown that in the
Europa League.”

Good things are also expected of newly-
promoted Hearts, who ran away with the
Championship title last season, as they begin
their top flight campaign at home to St
Johnstone.

Rangers’ failure to see off Motherwell in
last season’s Premiership play-offs means the
Ibrox club face another year languishing in
the Championship.

However, there is an air of optimism
around Ibrox not seen since the club was
forced to start life in Scotland’s bottom tier
following liquidation in 2012.

Mark Warburton’s appointment by new-
ly-appointed chairman Dave King has been
greeted favourably by a Rangers support that
had become dejected by erratic performanc-
es on the pitch and distracting boardroom
battles off it.  The Gers open their second tier
campaign against relegated St Mirren on
August 7. —AFPTen-man West Ham pegged 

back, violence hits Europe
PARIS: West Ham, who qualified for the Europa League due to their fair
play record, had a player sent-off in a 2-2 draw with Astra Giurgiu on
Thursday while crowd trouble shamed the tournament.

West Ham were 2-0 up on their Romanian visitors at Upton Park in the
first leg of their third qualifying round tie thanks to goals from Enner
Valencia and Mauro Zarate. But James Collins then became the Hammers’
third player to be sent off in five games under new coach Slaven Bilic and
the Romanians took full advantage with Fernando Boldrin and an own-
goal from debutant Angelo Ogbonna levelling the tie.

“We definitely played well in the first hour, but the game lasts 90 min-
utes and we had to react better to going down to ten men,” said Bilic who
was also sent to the stands by the referee. Southampton brushed aside
Dutch club Vitesse Arnhem 3-0 thanks to goals from Italian Graziano Pelle,
Serbian Dusan Tadic, from the penalty spot, and a late third from Shane
Long.  One of the big surprises of the evening took place in Italy where
Sampdoria were taken apart 4-0 by Serbia’s Vojvodina which gives the
Serie A side a mountain to climb in the return leg next week. 

Borussia Dortmund began life without departed coach Jurgen Klopp
with a 1-0 win away to Austrian outsiders Wolfsburg to give new boss
Thomas Tuchel a winning competitive start.

Crowd trouble in Albania forced the tie between Kukesi and Legia
Warsaw of Poland to be abandoned early in the second half with the visi-
tors leading 2-1.  Legia’s Ondraj Duda appeared to be struck by a stone
thrown from the crowd and was stretchered off with blood spattered on
his shirt. Aberdeen grabbed a crucial away goal at Kazakhstan’s Kairat
Almaty despite a 2-1 defeat. Aberdeen, who won the 1983 Cup Winners’
Cup under Alex Ferguson, were 2-0 down after just 20 minutes but Kenny
McClean’s goal 20 minutes from time gave the Scottish side hope. 

The journey for the Scottish side covered over 4,500 miles (7,240km)
and crossed five time zones, and is believed to be the longest made by a
team competing in any European competition.—AFP

Champions Celtic stronger 
than ever, says Deila

SAO PAULO: Zico has been promised the
backing of the Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF) for his bid to run for the
FIFA presidency if he can show he has the
support of four other federations. The former
Brazil international visited the CBF headquar-
ters in Rio de Janeiro and met president
Marco Polo del Nero on Thursday in an
attempt to get his candidacy off the ground.

“Zico has our support to look into a candi-
dacy. If he can get the other four signatures,
the CBF will endorse his request,” Del Nero
said in a statement published by the CBF.

Del Nero added that he had been in touch
with Juan Angel Napout, president of the
South American Football Confederation

(Conmebol). “I told Napout that we have an
illustrious Brazilian with the intention of run-
ning for the FIFA presidency,” he said.

Zico said he was happy with the response,
even though it was conditional and appeared
lukewarm. “As a Brazilian I couldn’t start this
without hearing from my own confedera-
tion,” he said.

“Having got their support it gives us moti-
vation to go ahead. It’s one step at a time and
the first step was taken and it was a good
one.” Candidates to replace outgoing FIFA
president Sepp Blatter must have the backing
of five national associations.

They have to formally register their bids
by Oct. 26, four months before the election

which will take place at an extraordinary
Congress in Zurich on Feb. 26.

Further support
Zico, who played for Brazil in three World

Cups, has coached in Japan, India, Qatar,
Uzbekistan, Greece, Turkey and Iraq. He said
in a television interview on Tuesday that he
was hoping to get further support from some
of those countries. UEFA president Michel
Platini and South Korean Chung Mong-Joon
said this week that they intend to stand in the
election. Liberian FA president Musa Bility has
also said he will stand.

Del Nero is a member of FIFA’s executive
committee but missed the last meeting on

July 20, saying he needed to tackle domestic
issues. He also missed the FIFA Congress in
May in Zurich, having left Switzerland shortly
after his predecessor Jose Maria Marin was
among seven people arrested at their hotel
having been indicted on corruption charges
in the United States. Del Nero has repeatedly
denied any involvement in the bribery
schemes laid out in the U.S. indictments.

Marin and five others are still detained
while Swiss authorities consider a request
from the United States for their extradition.

The seventh, former FIFA vice president
Jeffrey Webb, has already been extradited,
pleaded not guilty in a US federal court and
been bailed on a $10 million bond. — Reuters

Zico’s FIFA bid gets lukewarm backing from CBF

LONDON: West Ham United’s Mauro Zarate, left, and
Astra Giurgiu’s Fernando Boldrin compete for the
ball during the Europa League, third qualifying
round, first leg soccer match at Upton Park, London,
Thursday. — AP

SANT JOAN DESPI: Barcelona’s Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez (L) vies with Barcelona’s forward Munir El
Haddadi  (2-L) during a training session at the Sports Center FC Barcelona Joan Gamper in Sant Joan Despi,
near Barcelona yesterday. — AFP 
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Russia retains 
synchro team gold at
swim worlds

SHIJIAZHUANG: Chinese people wearing traditional costumes gather to celebrate as Beijing is announced as the host city for the 2022 Winter Olympic Games, in Shijiazhuang, the capital of northern China’s
Hebei province yesterday. Performers erupted into orchestrated dancing and flag-waving in Beijing as the Chinese capital won the right to host the 2022 Winter Olympics host, with experts describing it as the
only “safe” choice but campaign groups condemning the decision.   —AFP
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BEIJING: Lion dancers swayed and confetti
canons erupted yesterday as news came
that Beijing would become the first city to
host both the summer and winter Olympics.

Local residents praised their city’s win-
ning bid to host the 2022 Winter Olympics,
although celebrations were far more muted
than 14 years ago when Beijing exploded in
glee after getting the 2008 Summer Games.

Much of the celebration centered around
the iconic Bird’s Nest stadium at an event
attended by about 500 preselected partici-
pants. Liu Yunshan, a top Communist Party
leader, thanked the crowd and pledged the
central government’s support for the effort.

“My life is complete,” said Yang Linping,
chairman of the National Indoor Stadium
Co., who participated in organizing the 2008
Olympics and was looking forward to han-
dling a winter event as well. “This is the
result I was expecting, and I am especially
happy.”

On the street, city residents and tourists
expressed happiness reflecting support lev-
el  percentages that  both the IOC and

Chinese organizers have put in the high 90s.
Many Beijingers looked forward to improve-
ments in city’s notorious pollution and
heavy traffic, both of which were alleviated
during the 2008 Games through str ict
restrictions on factories and private drivers.

“I feel happy and proud,” 24-year-old
office administrator Li Yi said in downtown
Beijing. “And I hope to see a big boost for air
quality and traffic conditions - anything
relating to the quality of life in this city.”

The 2022 Games will raise Beijing’s “inter-
national profile even higher,” college stu-
dent Jenny Xiang said near the Bird’s Nest.
“We saw what happened after 2008 and I’m
sure it will be just as good this time.”

Yet the mood was considerably more
sedate than in 2001, when Beijing succeed-
ed in its long-yearned-for dream of hosting
the Olympics for the first time. That year,
crowds poured into Tiananmen Square in
the heart of the city, staying up all night
waving flags, chanting slogans and exuding
a vibe of freedom and genuine joy so rarely
felt in the often dour capital of the authori-

tarian communist state.

Safe choice
Beijing had been the front-runner going

into yesterday’s vote and won chiefly by
portraying itself  as  the seasoned,  safe
choice. Six of the nine venues intended for
the games are already in place, including
the Bird’s Nest and adjacent Water Cube are-
na. That’s helping to keep the total cost for
operations and infrastructure to a projected
$3 billion, hewing closely to the IOC’s new
watchwords of frugality and sustainability.

While concerns have been expressed
about the distance to the mountain venues,
located 60 and 140 kilometers (40 and 90
miles) from the city, Beijing says a high-
speed train already in the works will cut
travel time to about 50 minutes.

The 2008 Summer Games eventually
came in at a price tag estimated at about
$40 billion, transforming the city with new
stadiums, subway lines and sparkling resi-
dential communities. The games were a
showcase for the city, starting with the rivet-

ing opening ceremony in the Bird’s Nest,
and Beijing was widely praised for its orga-
nizational expertise, despite continuing
complaints of repression from human rights
groups. In Hong Kong, liberal city legislator
Albert Ho said awarding the 2022 Winter
Games to Beijing was a mistake. “This is very
disappointing. This gives Beijing the wrong
signal that the whole world no longer 

cares about the human rights situation in
China and that it cares only that China is a
rising power,” he said. “The IOC has lost the
spirit of the Olympics.”

While the profile of Beijing’s city center is
unlikely to alter much because of the games,
areas around the mountain sports venues
are likely to see major changes. Businesses
will look for opportunities to cash in on the
attention, while real estate speculators will
pile-in, counting on the added cachet the
games provide.

In Chongli, outside Beijing, 80-year-old
resident Wu Yuelai said it had been a long
wait for China to finally achieve hosting
rights for the Winter Olympics.—AP

Beijing to host 2022 Winter Olympics
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