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A bright future

US President Barack Obama sent a very
important message when he said recently
that the war on terrorism is not a war on

Islam and that the world must work against giving
religious legitimacy to terrorist groups. This mes-
sage must be spread worldwide, especially to
reach those who strive to damage the image of
Islam. And while insisting that his war is against
‘people who damaged the image of Islam’, Obama
urged Muslim leaders to do more in order to fight
extremism in the region. He further underlined
that there is no religion that is responsible for ter-
rorism, but people are responsible for violence and
terrorism.

Obama also tackled the reality of the need to
fight political and economic injustice which is
exploited by terrorists, underlining the society’s
important role in fighting extremism. He insisted
that the ‘biggest danger’ came from dissatisfaction
inside Arab countries, including from alienated,
unemployed youth and a sense that there was no
political outlet for grievances. It is no secret also
that some countries use terrorism as a weapon in
ideological conflicts.

The world must become aware of the direct and
indirect effects of the factors that lead to terror-
ism, especially at a time when extremist ideologies
are being created and promoted. Countries world-
wide must work hard to save young people from
despair by achieving social development and cre-
ating tangible solutions to eliminate the causes of
terrorism. This can happen by improving the sense
of patriotism among people, and making each
nation a field of moderation, tolerance, peace,
security and a bright future.

In my view

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The American University of Kuwait (AUK) and
Gulf University for Science and Technology (GUST) bagged
the championship title for their projects ‘LinkGo’, ‘Hover
Knight’ and ‘PostFix’ at the recently concluded Kuwait
Imagine Cup 2015, the world’s most prestigious student
technology competition. The competition is spearheaded
by Microsoft Kuwait along with key sponsors Burgan Bank,
Diyar United Company and RISE Center at the American
University of Kuwait. The event took place at the American
University of Kuwait and saw intense competition
amongst the participating university students. The win-
ning teams will participate in the Imagine Cup pan-Arab
semifinals in Bahrain from May 31 to June 3, 2015, and
from there the winning team will attend the Imagine Cup
worldwide finals in Seattle in July 2015. 

The Microsoft event has three categories - competition
for innovation, world citizenship and gaming. Dr Amir
Zeid, Director for Research in Informatics, Sciences and
Engineering (RISE), told Kuwait Times that five teams
competed in the grand finale in Kuwait. “Tonight we have
five teams from various universities including AUK, GUST
and AUM,” he said. “I have mentored this event annually
for five years now. I am speaking on behalf of AUK, and
we are tying this to a course that is connected to our cur-
riculum. The objective is to encourage students to learn
not just in class, but through innovative and competitive

projects like these. We have been to the world finals three
times and many of our students’ lives have changed
because of such learning experiences. They are inspired,
motivated and passionate - some of them have started
their own businesses. They know now how to appreciate
technology,” he said. 

First step
Bashir Jaber, Burgan Bank Group Head of Corporate

Communications and Investor Relations, congratulated all
the teams, saying participating is a great first step on a
lifetime journey of discovery, and the opportunities it
presents can mean the entrants can lay the foundations
for a very bright future. “Burgan Bank chose to sponsor
the Microsoft Imagine Cup 2015 as it represents a strong
platform that provides students a chance to showcase
their technology innovation and to set themselves apart
as the next generation of technology leaders in Kuwait.
Innovation has a great impact across all industries around
the world and we are very happy to see the creative inno-
vative ideas that these talented students develop,” he
said. 

Bashar Atout, CEO of Diyar United Company said: “We
at Diyar United Company are very delighted to be part of
this year’s event as sponsors. This sponsorship is in line
with our policy which aims at fueling the spirit of entre-
preneurship and innovation among youth, while prompt-
ing them to keep pace with global technological

advances. We are happy to encourage them to utilize
their technical skills and creative abilities by giving them
a voice in the future. These innovative young people who
have competed today can go on to make a demonstrable
difference in the country. We commend all the partici-
pants and look forward to seeing our winning team from
Kuwait make it to the worldwide finals.” 

Three tiers
The Imagine Cup 2015 is comprised of three tiers: 

1. Games: This tier invites students to create a game on
their favorite gaming platform: Windows (PC or touch-
screen), Windows Phone, Xbox indie games or Kinect
SDK.

2. Innovation: This competition honors the most innova-
tive, groundbreaking and appealing software applica-
tion built with Microsoft tools and technology.

3. World Citizenship: What global challenge can you help
solve with technology? Got an idea for an app that will
help reduce world hunger, provide better treatment
for disease, raise awareness of environmental issues, or
provide better access to education.
As the world’s most prestigious student technology

competition, the Imagine Cup is Microsoft’s initiative to
encourage young people to apply their imagination and
creativity to technology innovations that can make a dif-
ference and address real-world issues. 

AUK, GUST bag ‘Microsoft

Imagine Cup 2015’ titles

The winners on stage.

Kuwaiti actors advocate joint

Gulf theatrical productions

DOHA: A number of Kuwaiti stage actors attending this year’s Doha
Theater Festival averred yesterday the imperative that Gulf countries
cooperate intimately in joint theatrical productions. One of them,
Ibrahim Al-Harbi, said that holding theater festivals regularly for Gulf
actors was a helpful idea, enabling these actors to compare notes and
exchange expertise.

He said he favored the notion of having theater aficionados com-
bine their efforts into producing stage works in which actors and
stage hands from many Gulf states would chip in. Even more so, he
championed the idea of establishing a theater company whose mem-
bers would emanate from a number of Gulf countries that would
stage works focusing on issues close to the hearts and minds of Gulf
theater goers. Concurring with that was Mona Shaddad, another
Kuwaiti actor, who waxed poetic about the long and pioneering his-
tory of Kuwaiti theater in the Gulf region, stressing the fact that
Kuwaiti theater over the years had been known for its assertiveness
and frank discussion of contemporary socio-political issues.

Capitalizing on these ideas was Kuwaiti actor Saleh Al-Hamar, the
production manager at the National Council for Culture, Arts, and
Letters, who indicated that Kuwaiti theater came of age in the 1960s
when it mostly addressed social issues, moving later to political ones
thereafter. The true renaissance of this theater emerged in the 1980s
and 1990s, he said, noting that the first joint Gulf production of a the-
atrical work (between Qatar and Kuwait) took place in Kuwait through
a play called Tamasha which was well received by the public.
Nevertheless, he decried the anemic level of co-productions among
Gulf theater groups and companies, hoping that such venues as the
currently held Doha Theater Festival would remedy that.

Meanwhile, the Festival’s director
Saad Burashid said that the festival has
been hosted by Doha annually since
1980, adding that during the festival,
eight plays will be performed, and each
will be followed by a panel discussion, in
addition to two seminars regarding the
performances.

At the opening ceremony of the
festival, the play ‘Um Al-Zain’ will be
performed to honor the team of the
play that was presented in 1975 and
had the greatest impact in terms of
attracting the audience to theater in
Qatar. —KUNA
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PAAAFR, ACSAD sign MoU
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) signed yesterday several memo-
randums of understanding (MoU’s) with
the Arab Center for the Studies of Arid
Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD) regarding
the exchange of expertise on agricultural
concerns.

Yesterday’s signing is in keeping with
PAAAFR’s aspiration for self-sufficiency in
agricultural products, said Nabila Al-Khalil,
PAAAFR’s chairperson, noting that a techni-
cal panel will be formed to follow up the

cooperation between both sides on the
content of the memorandums.

Saying that ACSAD carries out numer-
ous projects in the Arab world including
those having to do with improving the
pedigrees of sheep and goats and other
livestock animals, its director Rafiq Saleh
indicated that ACSAD was currently
involved in a project in Kuwait to improve
the planting of palm trees and increasing
their yield of choice dates. He looked for-
ward to having ACSAD open an office in
Kuwait soon. —KUNA

AMMAN: Kuwait’s Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs participated in the
8th Amman cultural season showcasing
various distinctive publications aimed at
the dissemination of thought and cul-
ture stemming from authentic Islamic
values.

Director of Quran recitation work-
shops for girls in the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs Kholoud Al-Dehaishi
said yesterday that the ministry is par-
taking for the second year in a row,

where its team is showcasing publica-
tions of the ministry’s various depart-
ments including religious media, the
Grand Mosque, family development and
the Holy Quran. She praised the large
turnout by the Jordanian public who
she described as ambitious and keen on
seeking materials pertinent to messages
dedicated to educational values, child-
hood, young people and youth, in addi-
tion to Quran memorization and recita-
tions. —KUNA

Kuwait participates in

Amman cultural exhibit


