
W H A T ’ S  O N
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2015

Greetings

On this Special day,
April 4th, 2015, you
are turning first year

of your Life. We wish you all
the very best, May Allah
shower all the joy you can
ever have and may you be
blessed abundantly today,
tomorrow and forever. May
you have a fantastic birth-
day and many more to
come. Happy birthday wish-
es from Grandmother

Ajmun, Grandfather Riyas, Ammi Shabanu, Abbu
Haji Ali, Thaiba Mohammed Ali and Ghouse, Chicha
Inayathulla, Uncles Siraj and Niyamath.

All photos submitted for What’s On
should be minimum 200dpi.
Articles must be in plain text and
should include name and phone
numbers. Articles and photos that
fail to meet these requirements will
not be published. 

Please send them to
news@kuwaittimes.net
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By Faten Omar

Nobel Medicine laureate Sir Richard J
Roberts presented a lecture titled ‘The
Path to the Nobel Prize’ on Thursday at

the American University of Kuwait (AUK),
which was organized by the center for
research in informatics, sciences and engineer-
ing (RISE) at AUK. Sir Roberts briefly described
how he became interested in science and how
he almost became a professional billiards play-
er. He also talked about the research that led
to the discovery of RNA splicing. With his keen
interest in sequencing DNA, he became heavi-
ly involved in using computers and was a pio-
neer in what is now called bioinformatics. 

“I was born in 1943, in Derby, England.
My father was a motor mechanic and my
mother a homemaker. We moved to Bath
when I was four, and so I consider myself a
Bathonian. My elementary education was at
Christchurch school and St Stephen’s junior
school. At St Stephen’s, I encountered my
first real mentor, the headmaster Brookes.
He must have spotted something unusual in
me, for he spent a lot of time encouraging
my interest in mathematics. He would pro-
duce problems and puzzles for me to solve
and I still enjoy the challenge of crossword
and logical puzzles,” Roberts recounted.

“At this time I wanted to be a detective,
where it seemed they paid you to solve puz-

zles. This changed quickly when I received a
chemistry set as a present. My parents sup-
ported my curiosity and my love of puzzles,
and my father built a chemistry lab in the
basement where I learned to love fireworks
and explosives. I knew I had to be a

chemist,” he added.
During this time, Roberts came across a book

by John Kendrew that changed his life. And that
was his first step towards molecular biology.
“The main theme of my work in biology has cen-
tered on the belief that we must know the struc-

ture of the molecules we work with if we are to
understand how they function.”

‘Follow your passion’
Roberts came from a poor family, but he

explained that money is not an issue and
people should work and learn what they love
without caring about the salary. “Follow your
passion and you will be happy for good, and
if you want to be successful, you must take
advantage of luck if it comes,” he said.
Roberts advised parents against overprotect-
ing their kids and letting them explore. “Kids
love puzzles - it makes them think hard.
Parents should not stop their kids from play-
ing videogames - they just have to choose
the right game.”  

The seminar comes within a series of semi-
nars hosted by RISE center throughout the
year and aims to host local and international
experts from a wide range of disciplines in
various scientific fields. RISE seeks to initiate
sustainable community engagement through
a multitude of activities, such as organizing
community outreach events to raise aware-
ness and contribute to the Kuwaiti society,
expanding the innovative research and devel-
opment environment within Kuwait, estab-
lishing affiliations with NGOs to serve devel-
opment in Kuwait and advocating gender
equality through research and academic
activities. 

Richard Roberts presents ‘Path
to Nobel Prize’ lecture at AUK
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Kuwait Engineers Forum (KEF),  an association of
Malayalee engineers is celebrating its silver jubilee this
year with a yearlong series of functions. KEF day,

Rajatotsavam, was held on Friday March 27 at American
International School.

The star attraction of the evening was KS Chithra. She was
accompanied by Madhu Balakrishnan, Nishad and Roopa. The
orchestra was provided by the Asianet Idea Star Singer fame,
Nadabrahmam. The evening was anchored by stand-up
comedian Jayaraj Warrier, whose mimicry left the audience in
splits and provided the humor to spice up the evening. 

The 1000 plus strength of the audience, which packed the
hall well ahead of the schedule were glued to their seats all
through the evening, which lasted almost 5 hours and were
very receptive to each and every song and expressed their joy
and satisfaction with a good round of applause all through.
The Guest of honor of the evening was Padma Shri Dr Ravi
Pillai who is reputed to be the richest Malayalee, the CEO of
RP Group of Companies. 

KEF holds Rajatotsavam

The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services of St
Stephen’s Indian Orthodox Congregation, Kuwait were
attended by a lot of Orthodox Church members from

various part  of  Kuwait  at  Indian Community School,
Khaithan. The most important event associated with the
service was the seven times prayer , a re-enactment of the
passion of Jesus after he was arrested at night at
Gethsemane and the two processions  a re-enactment of the
travel Christ’s Journey to Mount Calvary from Pilate’s Palace
and procession before Jesus’s burial. The second significant
ritual in all churches is the drinking of Choruka, a decoction
made of bitter gourd juice and vinegar and Kanji, the steam-
ing hot gruel made of watery rice with pulses and pickle. The
Good Friday service began around 7.30 am in the morning
and ended at 3.30pm. A lot of Orthodox Church members
around 1800 from various parts of Kuwait came to Indian
Community School, Khaithan for the service.  Fr Saju Philip,
the vicar of St Stephen’s Indian Orthodox Congregation was
the chief celebrant. The Easter service will be held at Indian
Community School, Khaithan from Saturday 4th April, 6.00
pm onwards.

St Stephen holds Maundy Thursday, Good Friday services


