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BAKU: Kuwait’s Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah said Kuwait is eager to develop
cooperation with Azerbaijan in every field.
Kuwait is also working on developing
cooperation with Azerbaijan in the sector
of youth and sports, Sheikh Salman told
KUNA yesterday during his meeting with
his Azerbaijani counterpart Azad Rahimov.

The Kuwaiti Minister, who also met with
the country’s President Ilham Aliyev,
praised Azerbaijan’s successful organizing
of the first Global Forum on Youth Policies,
also expressing his admiration of the atten-
tion the hosting country is paying towards
this segment of the society.

Rahimov on his part said that both his
country and Kuwait could cooperate in the
UN and other international organizations.
He stressed that the two countries must
execute the cooperation agreement
signed between their ministries of youth
and sports in 2010.

Meanwhile, Azerbaijani Minister of
Culture and Tourism Abulfas Garayev, who
also met with Sheikh Salman during the
forum, called on Kuwaiti companies to
participate in the Baku International Travel
and Tourism Fair, to be held next April.

Sheikh Salman invited Garayev to visit
Kuwait in the future, also proposing that
Azerbaijan shoot documentary films on
the country’s main attractions and histori-
cal sites, to be broadcasted by Kuwait
Television. In the same context, the Kuwaiti

Minister also met with his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Dmitri Boulatov, to share experience
in the field. Boulatov presented his coun-
try’s programs to resolve youth’s issues
including housing, job opportunities and
education. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior,
Sheikh Mohammed Al-Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday
received the head of the Kuwaiti Gitmo Detainees
Families’ Committee lawyer Khaled Al-Oudah to discuss
the efforts and procedures being followed to secure the
release of the detainees. —KUNA

MANAMA: A senior Bahraini official has affirmed that His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah plays a crucial
role in paving way for ensuring success of the GCC Summit due in
Doha in December.

Mohammed Bin Ibrahim Al-Mutawa, Minister of State for Follow-
up Affairs, said the Bahraini-Kuwaiti relations are distinguished due to
the close and historic bonds between the two countries’ leaderships
and peoples. The high ranking official was speaking during a meeting
with the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in the Kingdom and Kuwait’s
Ambassador Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah. This distinguished relationship
constitutes the basis for cementing the ties between the two coun-
tries, stated the Minister. Sheikh Azzam stated that the bilateral ties
between the two sisterly countries have been developing in various
sectors, due to the special care devoted by the leaders of the two
countries. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: MP Askar Al-Enezi yesterday made
a number of proposals benefiting Kuwaiti
women married to foreigners including their
right to sponsor their children to stay in
Kuwait until they find jobs regardless of their
age. Currently, Kuwaiti women with foreign
husbands cannot sponsor the residence per-
mit of their children who also have no right
to claim Kuwaiti citizenship.

Enezi also proposed that Kuwaiti female
employees married to foreigners should be
paid the children allowance which is paid to
Kuwaiti men only. The lawmaker also called
for granting the stateless or Bedoon hus-
bands of Kuwaiti women a passport to be
able to accompany their wives for medical
treatment or study abroad.

In his proposals, Enezi also called for
granting children of Kuwaiti women married
to Bedoons the right to obtain a driver’s
license, free healthcare and education,
including university education.

In another development, two MPs, oppo-
sition figures and online activists yesterday
lashed out at a decision by a Municipal
Council committee that the state should pur-
chase the Dasman Palace, the residential
palace of late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, and renovate it as a historical place
to become the state palace.

Opposition figures estimated the cost of
the purchase at a staggering KD 1.6 billion
while online activists said the country has
enough state palaces and does not need any
more. MP Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi said the pro-
posal contradicts Kuwaiti history and tradi-
tions which have made the Al-Seif Palace in
Kuwait City as the official State Palace.

He said that private residence of late
rulers remain as their private property and
do not carry any political significance.
Qhudaibi called on the Municipal Council

and the government to reject the proposal
which will change political traditions and
open the door to purchase other palaces
owned by members of the ruling family.

He said that on top of that the process
will burden state coffers with a huge cost at a
time when the government is considering to
lift subsidies on essential goods and services.

MP Rakan Al-Nasef said he does not see
any justification or necessity for the state to
purchase Dasman Palace, “as we need to
build houses for citizens and not to purchase
palaces”. Former opposition MP Mussallam

Al-Barrak strongly criticized the decision, say-
ing that this will be used as a tool to inject
millions into the pockets of some ruling fami-
ly members. The large seaside property,
Dasman Palace was built by late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah in 1904. It was
developed in 1930 by late Amir Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah who ruled the
country from 1921 to 1950. The Palace was
inhabited by late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah who died in January 2006.
The property is worth several hundred mil-
lion of dinars by market price.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait hosted yesterday the 12th
consultative meeting of the supreme military
committee of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), headed by Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen
Mohammad Khaled Al-Khuder. The meeting
was held with the participation of chiefs of
staff in the GCC, Assistant Secretary General
for Military Affairs and the Peninsula Shield
Forces commander, the Moral Guidance
Department at the head of the General Staff
of the Kuwaiti Army said in a press statement.

The meetings of the Committee aim to

strengthen the bonds of joint military action
and achieve greater coordination between
the armed forces of the GCC, it added. They
also came at the direction of the GCC leaders
who are paying attention to maintain the
security and stability of the countries in the
region and enhancing military cooperation
and joint defense. The meeting was also
attended by a delegation of the General
Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council
and a number of Kuwaiti and GCC military
commanders. — KUNA
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Al-Kout tanker

joins KOTC fleet

KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Tanker Company (KOTC) announced yester-
day the official delivery of its 4th and last of Very Large Crude
Carrier of its Phase III Fleet New Building Project taking place in
South Korea. The company said in a press release yesterday that
KOTC’s CEO Sheikh Talal Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah sponsored the event
at KOTC headquarters  which was attended by a high delegation
from the manufacturing shipyard DSME and the participation of
the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to the State of Kuwait,
Ambassador Shin Boonam.

As a result of KOTC’s higher management and staff’s efforts and
in line with KPC strategic plans, “Al-Kout” was delivered earlier than
contracted, since the delivery was set for December 2014, and
therefore completing phase III of the Fleet Renewal Program and
adding another accomplishment to the series of achievements
attained by the company.

“Al Kout” is 333 meter in length, 60 meter in breadth, and a fully
loaded draft of 22.5 meter, having a cargo capacity of approximate-
ly 2.2 million barrels and a cruising speed of 16.2 knots.  The vessel
was built under Classification of ClassNK, which reduces Insurance
Premiums. KOTC embarked on implementing its long-term strate-
gic plan in renewing and modernizing its fleet back in 2000/2001
that was adopted in several building phases that were carried out
based on the plan to increase Kuwait’s oil production and in line
with KPC’s strategic marketing requirements for the 2030 plan.
Over the past 10 years and since 2004, KOTC has managed to com-
plete 3 New Building Project Phases successfully, resulting in the
construction of 24 modernized different type and sized vessels and
3 service boats, all complying and exceeding the international mar-
itime regulations with respect to safety and environment require-
ments that are in force and regulations that will be in force in the
future. Several KOTC vessels have been recognized and awarded as
distinct in terms of efficient design and environment friendliness
making the headlines in major maritime publications - placing
Kuwait’s name in an honorable position. KOTC is proud to be nomi-
nated for the Environment Award at the Lloyd’s List Global Awards
in London, being the only regional company from the Middle East
to be selected for this category.

Increasing the balance of awards achieved by KOTC, noting that
KOTC is also nominated for 4 awards at the Lloyd’s List Middle East
and Indian Subcontinent Awards which is taking place November
18th 2014 in Dubai. —KUNA
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