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It was surprising when the US president predicted that the war on
armed groups, namely IS, would take three years and some believed
that this was only a cover for blackmailing GCC states. However, the

British premier then increased the predicted period to ten years, which
was astonishing to us and raised many inquiries about Western coun-
tries’ long-term plans for the region. What is even more astonishing was
the analysis made by the former US defense secretary Leon Pannetta
who multiplied the figure mentioned by Obama by that mentioned by
Cameron to predict that the war would last for THIRTY years! 

These huge differences in the analyses made by anti-IS international
alliance countries’ intelligence are either suspicious and contradicting,
the files of IS and its sister organizations have not been opened yet or
that these religious organizations have become too many and deeply
related and connected to regional and international interests of several
governments with various contradicting goals, priorities and policies.
The recent statements made by US Foreign Secretary John Kerry in
which he accused GCC states and Turkey of supporting IS exposed one
side of such military and political activity for a while, until he apologized
a few hours later. This shows how dangerous and complicated the situa-
tion is. This danger lies in the fast spread of IS and unexpected gains it
has been making on the ground in both Iraq and Syria despite the
involvement of many Arab and foreign armies in the air strikes.  

The fall of Anbar in Iraq and Ain Al-Arab in Syria has no political or
strategic explanation other than Daesh (Islamic State) has been a
ghoul (or monster) prevailing in Arab countries and some Islamic ones
like Afghanistan, Turkey and those in the Horn of Africa where reli-
gious ideas, poverty and oppression contributed to spreading such

ideology into villages and the countryside, in addition to vast empa-
thy by Sunni Muslims in particular where religious institutions very
close to the people.  Therefore, many cities are falling easily amidst
absolute cooperation and cheers from those groups in particular. 

The big surprise might yet take place over the next few days
when an IS pledge of allegiance promoted by smaller religious
groups and tribal leaders from Pakistan to the east and all the way
to Libya takes place. This pledge will not only have significant reli-
gious consequences but also political ones that may affect deci-
sion-making bodies and NGOs, which might mean hindering the
efforts exerted by local governments that would be easily accused
of treason and assisting non-believing troops invading Muslim
countries.

In view of such endless complications and the lack of clear vision
in the countries that agreed to fight IS, this war might actually go on
for long years and none of those countries, namely the Arab ones,
who are currently so enthusiastic about taking part in some air
strikes, will have enough endurance. America and its allies’ experi-
ence has always shown that ‘surgical air strikes’ and quick offensives
against religious organizations have only strengthened them and
helped them expand, such as in the cases of Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya,
Somalia and Syria. In fact, those were the spots from which IS origi-
nated with new faces. It was probably such analyses that led some
Western analysts to predict that this war might resemble the famous
‘Dahes And Ghabra’ war (a famous Arab tribal war that lasted for
forty years over two horses) not only in duration, but also in the triv-
ial reasons it started for! —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Jarida
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As Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas prepares to ask the United Nations
Security Council to set a deadline of

November, 2016 for Israel to withdraw from the
West Bank, Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem,
Palestinian officials say the time has come for the
US to stand up to Israel for the first time.

“I always tell the Americans that the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is a test,” Afif Safieh, a long-
time Palestinian diplomat and former ambassa-
dor to the US said. “Until now we are still waiting
for a moment of courage by the international
community.”

As a former ambassador to the US, he says the
Americans are not an honest broker and have
repeatedly sided with Israel, who he called a “bel-
ligerent actor”. He said the US is making a mistake
by threatening to veto the draft resolution setting a
deadline for an Israeli withdrawal from all areas it
acquired in 1967.

“To threaten to veto (the
resolution) is a shameful
thing because all
Palestinian positions at the
UN are based on positions
that successive Americans
administrations had
approved and voted upon,”
he claimed although the
US never set a timetable
for an Israeli withdrawal.

Gaza reconstruction
The decision to turn to the UN again, after the

UN recognized “Palestine” as a non-member sover-
eign state in 2012, came as the international com-
munity hopes to begin to rebuild the Gaza Strip,
heavily damaged during 50 days of Hamas fighting
with Israel this summer. The Palestinian Authority
recently announced that the new unity govern-
ment will take over control of Gaza, meaning that
Palestinian security forces are likely to be deployed
at the Rafah crossing point between Egypt and
Gaza.

Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah met
with UN Special envoy Robert Serry and Israeli
General Yoav Mordechai about future security
arrangements in Gaza. The international communi-
ty is set to attend a conference in Cairo to discuss
Gaza reconstruction.

The US has repeatedly stressed its belief that any
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should be
bilateral, in a negotiated agreement between Israel
and the Palestinian Authority. It has hinted that if

Abbas continues with his plans to bring a resolu-
tion with a deadline to the Security Council, the US
could cut international aid to the PA.

“I hope the Arab world will give financial security
to our people and to the PA so we are no longer to
vulnerable to extortion and blackmail,” he said.

Abbas responded with a threat of his own,
telling the Palestinian leadership that if there is a
UN veto, he could reconsider his security coopera-
tion with Israel.

“I think it would be a mistake and a mispercep-
tion not to take seriously what  Mahmoud Abbas is
saying these days,” said Safieh, who has also been
ambassador to the Hague and the Vatican.

Security coordination
The PA and Israel has been enjoying security

coordination since the 1993 Oslo Peace accords,
and Israeli officials have frequently praised the

Palestinian security forces.
On a number of occasions,
Abbas has come under fire
from his people who criti-
cized him for continuing
the security cooperation
with Israel, especially dur-
ing the Israel-Hamas fight-
ing July which left over
2000 Palestinians dead.

Palestinians have also
sharply criticized the Israeli
announcement to build
more than 2600 homes in

east Jerusalem, an announcement made the same
day that Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
met President Barack Obama in the White House.

“This settlement will cut all southern parts of the
West Bank, Bethlehem, Hebron with Jerusalem,”
Sa’ib Erekat said. “The US is the main super power,
the US is committed to the two state solution and
we want the US to stand shoulder to shoulder with
us in order to achieve peace based on a two state
solution for the sake of Palestinians and Israelis,” he
said.

Senior Palestinian official Sabri Saidam agrees
that America could play a bigger role in advancing
peace  between  Palestinians and Israelis.

“Pressuring Israel is not a formula that kills
Israel but rather gives birth to Palestine,” Fatah
revolutionary council deputy secretary general
Sabri Saidam said. “Maintaining an Israeli formula
that couples security with occupation is a status-
quo that’s totally unacceptable,” he said. 

—The Media Line
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“I hope the Arab world
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to our people and to the
PA so we are no longer
vulnerable to extortion

and blackmail”

Ibelieve that no country in our Arab and Islamic world is as satis-
fied with its intelligence success as Iran, which has been expand-
ing its political domination on neighboring countries. Iran has

played its part greatly and devised its golden sectarian plot in
regional countries brilliantly and with absolute political cunning.
Iran managed to ally with the US to break all fronts antagonizing it
from all sides. Within a matter of a few years, Iran is expected to
become a nuclear power threatening the whole region. It started
opening weapons and warfare manufacturing lines on wide scale in
2005. It equipped the best MIG 21 fighters to become kamikaze
ones loaded with highly explosive materials and carry lethal chemi-
cal warheads. 

An Iranian opposition diplomat, who had served at Iran’s
embassy in Norway and currently lives abroad, Ferzad Hanigan, said
that the few coming months would be extremely important and
dangerous for the Middle East and that everybody must beware of
Iran’s ‘evil schemes’! It is no secret that Iran is currently working hard
and with all its powers to open new foreign fronts and create politi-
cal crises in the region with the ultimate goal of dominating the
Syrian and Iraqi regimes, which reminds of the role Iran has been
playing in Yemen where it provided the Houthi terrorist group with
the best financial  and military support in addition to providing
them with light and heavy weaponry and unmanned planes like

those they had given to Hezbollah in Lebanon.  This, of course, does
not exclude how fragile the Yemeni regime has become after Saleh’s
fall and how tragic this fall’s impact was on neighboring countries.
Iran has been planning for this fall for long and it succeeded. The
Iranians are also preparing a new youth organization under the
name of ‘Khorasan’, which originates from Al-Qaeda leaders present
in Iran in collaboration with Iranian intelligence, to be deployed in
GCC states in order to create sectarian tumults the way they did in
Bahrain. They are also being trained and dispatched to Iraq to carry
out terrorist attacks on Shiite areas in an attempt to create a Shiite-
Sunni conflict.  The Iranian strategic scheme is actually becoming
evident in the regional political arena. They, after occupying Iraq
and Syria, dominate Yemen, occupy Lebanon in collaboration with
Hezbollah, occupy Emirati islands, enter Bahrain with the help of
terrorist sleeper cells there, reach Kuwait, then reach Saudi Arabia
with the help of sleeper cells in Qatif and Ehsaa in addition to plant-
ing terrorist groups in all Arab and Islamic countries. 

Finally, one should not forget to condole Arabs for their deep
sleep that has surpassed that of the Ashab-Al-Kahf (the Seven
Sleepers). We must also remind them to use their luxurious quilts
and air conditioners to enjoy their long sleep till they come to ‘sleep
for good’.  —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Anbaa
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on neighboring countries.

The call by Municipality Minister Essa Al-Kandari to
the government to carry out an investigation
through concerned authorities against officials at

the municipality is very important for food security,
especially the issue of spoiled meat that has spread late-
ly across the country. The call of Kandari to implement
deterrent penalties against errant employees at the
municipality agrees with most of our previous columns
in this regard, in which we called for imposing the
strictest of penalties against all those who tamper with
food security.

We, within the same context, join Kandari’s decisions
to question all officials responsible for allowing bad
meat into the market, and hand the strictest of penalties
to all those proven guilty of being negligent or lax or
any other reason. Supervisors will also have to be ques-
tioned for not carrying out their roles in this regard, pro-
vided that accountability is serious and effective.
Penalties mentioned in the law must be applied.
Deterrent penalties to safeguard health and security
must be imposed as soon as possible, because slowness

that may occur in this regard is bad and is not in the
interest of citizens.

More importantly, the appearance of this slowness in
taking the necessary and decisive steps gives a wrong
impression to all those who caused the entry of the foul
foods, be them from the municipality or those of evil
intentions, that they will not be punished, because of
the slowness they see in deciding this sensitive and
important issue. It makes them go further in other direc-
tions, and the danger in what they are doing increases
day after day.

On the other hand, the demand to send those
responsible for the spread of spoiled meat among
municipality employees and other foods that we hear
about every now and then, and implement deterrent
penalties against them, is a demand that cannot be
delayed. It brings more and more questions about the
repeat of the spread of these foul items in the market,
and it also requires to review all procedures in the
municipality and fix the loopholes in the inspections
and supervisions it carries out. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Watan
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Obama’s stategy in the Middle East

Penalties mentioned in
the law must be applied.

Deterrent penalties to 
safeguard health and

security must be imposed as
soon as possible


