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WUZHEN: China showed governments and the
planet’s biggest tech firms last week its vision for
global Internet governance - clean, controlled and
choreographed. Public officials and firms worth
$2.5 trillion in market value, from Apple Inc to
Facebook Inc, got first-hand exposure in the post-
card-perfect town of Wuzhen as China showcased
its first ‘World Internet Conference’ (WIC). “This
place (Wuzhen) is crowded with tourists, who are
perfectly orderly,” Lu Wei, China’s Internet tsar and
director of the Cyberspace Administration of
China, said at the opening ceremony. “Cyberspace
should also be free and open, with rules to follow
and always following the rule of law.”

Many attendants saw China hosting the sum-
mit as a step forward. Yet for sceptics, the con-
trolled environment of the summit reinforced
industry concerns that Beijing’s lip service to a

“free and open” Internet rings hollow, with the
government’s iron grip on the online industry
intact. At a summit hosted by government lead-
ers, nothing was left to chance and reporters were
not allowed to ask questions directly in numerous
events, a common practice at industry confer-
ences in China. After one panel discussion was
filmed with an official moderator, state media
reporters were then given the cue to address
empty chairs on a podium as cameras rolled. That
footage was set to be spliced into the TV broad-
cast of the panel, featuring big industry names, in
late November, said a person with direct knowl-
edge of the matter, giving the impression that the
reporters had carried out a dialogue with the
industry leaders. Telephone calls to state broad-
caster CCTV, which the person with knowledge
said was meant to broadcast the show, met with

refusals to make officials available to comment.
Everything displayed at Wuzhen, about 120

kilometers southwest of Shanghai, was meant to
convey a specific message to the international
community, attendees said. China’s leaders spoke
of an Internet that should be free and open - and
controlled on its own terms. “China has made, at
the top level, a decision that it needs to be part of
a global Internet,” said Fadi Chehade, president
and chief executive of the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers, a non-profit
organisation which manages the infrastructure of
the Internet.

“China is also telling the world...’We’re no
longer going to be bystanders in how the Internet
is governed’,” Chehade said. The country has the
world’s largest population of Internet users, more
than 630 million. Chinese firms like Tencent

Holdings Ltd, Baidu Inc and Alibaba Group
Holding Ltd are in the world’s top 10 online com-
panies by market value. Increased sway over the
global Internet could also help Beijing promote its
economic policy interests, as the private Chinese
online heavyweights that play by its rules make
more investments abroad.

‘Great firewall’
“China wants to participate further in Internet

governance and also in a certain sense it wants to
advocate the China model of Internet regulation,
including Internet control and censorship,” said Fu
King-Wa, an assistant professor at the University of
Hong Kong’s Journalism and Media Studies
Centre. China has the world’s most sophisticated
online censorship system, known elsewhere as
the ‘Great Firewall’, a degree of control reflected in

Wuzhen itself. The University of Hong Kong’s Fu
said comments on the WIC on Chinese social
media were censored. Authorities also detained a
small group of students demonstrating outside
the town seeking access to Facebook, attendees
said. Conference organizers didn’t immediately
respond to questions about censorship surround-
ing the event. WIC guests were often able to use
websites not usually accessible in China. But that
openness did not extend off-line. “Please do not
ask questions to guests during sessions in order
not to cause disturbances,” the WIC’s media hand-
book said. Summit staff, many of whom wore
tracksuits similar to Chinese school uniforms, also
reflected the oddness of an event on global inter-
net governance constrained by local concerns. “It
feels very weird,” said one volunteer, sporting the
summit uniform. —Reuters

Beijing spells out Internet control ambition

MOUNTAIN VIEW: Just in time
for the holidays, Google is throw-
ing its money, brain power and
technology at the humble spoon.
Of course these spoons (don’t call
them spoogles) are a bit more
than your basic utensil: Using
hundreds of algorithms, they
allow people with essential
tremors and Parkinson’s Disease
to eat without spilling. The tech-
nology senses how a hand is
shaking and makes instant
adjustments to stay balanced. In
clinical trials, the Liftware spoons
reduced shaking of the spoon
bowl by an average of 76 percent.

“We want to help people in
their daily lives today and hope-
fully increase understanding of
disease in the long run,” said
Google spokesperson Katelin
Jabbari. Other adaptive devices
have been developed to help
people with tremors - rocker
knives, weighted utensils, pen
grips. But until now, experts say,
technology has not been used in
this way. “It’s totally novel,” said
UC San Francisco Medical Center
neurologist Dr. Jill Ostrem who
specializes in movement disor-
ders like Parkinson’s disease and
essential tremors.

She helped advise the inventors,
and says the device has been a
remarkable asset for some of her
patients. “I have some patients who
couldn’t eat independently, they
had to be fed, and now they can eat
on their own,” she said. “It doesn’t
cure the disease, they still have
tremor, but it’s a very positive
change.” Google got into the no-
shake utensil business in
September, acquiring a small,
National of Institutes of Health-
funded startup called Lift Labs for
an undisclosed sum.

More than 10 million people
worldwide, including Google co-
founder Sergey Brin’s mother, have
essential tremors or Parkinson’s
disease. Brin has said he also has a
mutation associated with higher
rates of the Parkinson’s and has
donated more than $50 million to
research for a cure, although
Jabbari said the Lift Labs acquisi-
tion was not related.

Lift Lab founder Anupam
Pathak said moving from a small,
four-person startup in San
Francisco to the vast Google cam-
pus in Mountain View has freed
him up to be more creative as he
explores how to apply the tech-
nology even more broadly. His
team works at the search giant’s
division called Google(x) Life
Sciences, which is also develop-
ing a smart contact lens that
measures glucose levels in tears
for diabetics and is researching
how nanoparticles in blood
might help detect diseases.

Joining Google has been moti-
vating, said Pathak, but his focus
remains on people who are now
able to eat independently with his
device. “If you build something
with your hands and it has that
sort of an impact, it’s the greatest
feeling ever,” he said. 

“As an engineer who likes to
build things, that’s the most vali-
dating thing that can happen.”
Pathak said they also hope to add
sensors to the spoons to help
medical researchers and providers
better understand, measure and
alleviate tremors. 

Shirin Vala, 65, of Oakland, has
had an essential tremor for about
a decade. She was at her monthly
Essential Tremor group at a San
Ramon medical clinic earlier this
year when researchers developing
the device introduced the idea
and asked if anyone was interest-
ed in helping them.

As it was refined, she tried it
out and gave them feedback. And
when they hit the market at $295
apiece, she bought one. Without
the spoon, Vala said eating was
really a challenge because her
hands trembled so hard food fell
off the utensils before she could
eat it. 

“I was shaking and I had a hard
time to keep the food on a spoon,
especially soup or something like
an olive or tomatoes or some-
thing. It is very embarrassing. It’s
very frustrating,” she said. The
spoon definitely improved her sit-
uation. “I was surprised that I held
the food in there so much better.
It makes eating much easier,
especially if I’m out at a restau-
rant,” she said. —AFP

Google’s latest: Spoon 
that steadies tremors
Adaptive devices developed to help people with tremors

CALIFORNIA: Photo shows the Liftware Spoon, that helps people with eat without spilling, in its
packaging at Google headquarters in Mountain View, Calif. Google is throwing its money, brain
power and technology at the humble spoon. 

KUWAIT: Philips, and in collaboration with
their partner, X-Cite by Alghanim
Electronics, in Kuwait has launched today
the new range of Beard Trimmers BT8000. In
the presence of celebrity Badr Al Zidane, the
official face of Philips Male Grooming, a
huge crowd at the Avenues mall witnessed
and participated in the launch of the 3-in-1
tool that can help men achieve their desired
facial style with precision.

As a company focused on improving
people’s lives with meaningful innovations,
Philips has designed its Beard Trimmer 8000
to provide men the freedom to style their
facial style with complete freedom and pre-
cision. “At the heart of our business, we start
with a deep understanding of the needs of
our consumers,” said Petronille de Parseval,
Category Lead, Philips Consumer Lifestyle
Middle East, “our innovations are inspired by
them and made for them. 

We have conducted a lot of research
before launching this product. The idea for
us was not to bring a new trimmer with

additional features, but to really bring to our
consumer in the Middle East region a
bespoke tool for their grooming routine -
which lightens, contours and smoothens - a
groundbreaking 3-in-1 tool to maintain their
style perfect.” At the flip of a wrist, Beard
Trimmer 8000, the dual ended trimmer and
shaver, has everything a man needs to keep
his style perfect and his beard well
groomed; perfectly lightened, sharply out-
lined and with very smooth skin.

Simply take off the adjustable comb and
there’s a full metal, dual-sided trimmer
underneath. Use the 32 mm side for a high
performance trim and the 12 mm side for
precise detailing work in those hard to reach
places. The rounded tips ensure a smooth
touch to the skin. The finer cutting elements
deliver a close trim with perfect results-
excellent for small details or areas like under
the nose or around the mouth. Add to this is
the AquaTec’s wet and dry technology,
which ensures optimal shaving results and
extra skin protection with every shave.

Philips and X-Cite introduce 
the all-in-one beard trimmer

SAN FRANCISCO: Computer security firm
Symantec on Monday said it uncovered
stealthy software wielded as part of a years-
long spying campaign, most likely by a
nation state. The malicious software, dubbed
Regin, has a rare level of sophistication and
has been targeting government agencies,
telecoms, utilities, airlines, research facilities,
private individuals and others since at least
2008, according to Symantec Corporation.
Attacks on telecom firms appeared aimed at
getting access to calls being routed through
networks.

“Regin is a highly complex threat which
has been used in systematic data collection or
intelligence gathering campaigns,” the Silicon
Valley-based computer security firm said in a
paper detailing the threat. “The development
and operation of this malware would have
required a significant investment of time and
resources, indicating that a nation state is
responsible.” Regin was found mainly in 10
countries, but more than half of infections dis-
covered were in Russia and Saudi Arabia,

according to Symantec researchers. Regin’s
capabilities include letting hackers snap
screen-shots, steal passwords, monitor net-
work traffic, take files or tap into mobile tele-
phone calls, researchers said.

The “backdoor-type Trojan” takes great
measures to hide its presence as well as any
data it is stealing, according to Symantec.
“Regin’s developers put considerable effort
into making it highly inconspicuous,” the
report said. “Its low key nature means it can
potentially be used in espionage campaigns
lasting several years.” Regin may have taken
years to make, according to Symantec,
which said the tool could be used for mass
surveillance. Nearly half the infections dis-
covered targeted small businesses and pri-
vate individuals. Researchers found Regin
infected a variety of organizations from 2008
to 2011, only to be withdrawn, though a
new version of the malicious software
appeared last year. Symantec did not indi-
cate who it thought might be behind the
cyber-espionage tool.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: The Internet generation doesn’t
actually know much about how it works. A new
Pew Research Center survey released yesterday
found most people can recognize Microsoft
founder Bill Gates and know that hashtags belong
in tweets, but are confused about whether having a
privacy policy means that a company actually
keeps consumer information confidential. The
results underscore what many techies say is a grow-
ing problem for the US: a generation reliant on the
convenience that technology brings, but with little
understanding of the risks of conducting nearly
every transaction digitally.

Aaron Smith, senior researcher at Pew and
author of the report, said he thought it would be
interesting for policy makers and tech designers to
find what knowledge gaps existed in modern life.
“Just because people use these gadgets a lot

doesn’t necessarily mean they know everything
about how they work and where they came from,”
he said. The 17-question quiz is available online at
www.pewinternet.org/quiz/web-iq-quiz/. Not sur-
prisingly, people under 30 seemed to do better on
some of the questions than older Internet users,
such as knowing what a “Wiki” or “captcha” is. But
young or old, only about 6 in 10 

Internet users understood that “net neutrality”
refers to the equal treatment of digital content by
service providers. The Federal Communications
Commission is considering whether it should regu-
late the broadband industry more aggressively to
prevent providers from playing favorites among
content sites like Google, YouTube, Amazon or
Netflix. Another area where age didn’t seem to mat-
ter was the false assumption that the existence of a
privacy policy means that a company keeps the

data it collects on consumers confidential. More
than half - 52 percent - of Internet users thought
that was the case, whereas privacy policies often
explain that a company reserves the right to sell a
person’s information to advertisers or other third
parties.

Three-fourths of people surveyed thought the
“Internet” was the same thing as the “World Wide
Web.” The Internet refers to the infrastructure that
uses specific protocols to connect various net-
works; the web built upon that architecture to
share information using web pages. The online sur-
vey was conducted Sept 12-18 among a sample of
1,066 adult Internet users 18 years of age or older.
The survey was conducted by the GfK Group using
KnowledgePanel. Sampling error was plus or minus
3.2 percentage points at the 95 percent level of
confidence. —AP

Study reveals how much people understand web

CALIFORNIA: Anupam Pathak, a senior hardware engineer at Google,
shows off the prototype of the Liftware Spoon he developed that helps
people eat without spilling in Mountain View, Calif.  —AP photos

Symantec uncovers a
stealthy spy software

CALIFORNIA: Shirin Vala, 65, who is an essential tremor patient,
uses a Liftware Spoon to eat without spilling at her home in
Oakland, Calif. 


