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PARIS: Astana were rocked by another doping case yesterday when the International
Cycling Union (UCI) said Kazakh Victor Okishev had tested positive. “The Union
Cycliste Internationale (UCI) announces that it has notified UCI Continental Team
Astana Kazakh rider Victor Okishev of an Adverse Analytical Finding of Anabolic
Androgenic Steroids in a sample collected at the Asian Cycling Championships on 29
May 2014, the UCI said in a statement.

“The rider has the right to request and attend the analysis of the B sample.”
Okishev rides for Astana Continental (third division), which is technically a different
entity to the Astana World Tour (elite) team. Sources told Reuters, however, that

Okishev’s case would be taken into consideration, although not offi-
cially, by the Licence Commission, who has been reviewing

Astana’s case in the wake of a string of recent doping affairs. Last
month, the UCI officially asked the Licence Commission to review
Astana’s status after the Kazakh outfit was hit by a third positive
doping test this year. Kazakh brothers Maxim and Valentin
Iglinskiy, as well as trainee Iliya Davidenok, also of Kazakhstan,

failed dope tests this season. 
Astana officials were heard by the Licence Commission on Nov.

6, a cycling source told Reuters, and the UCI has yet to receive their
recommendations. Earlier the UCI said Astana, who are managed

by ex-doper Alexandre Vinokourov and have Italian Tour de
France champion Vincenzo Nibali in their ranks, could have
“conditions attached to their licence”. —Reuters

LONDON: Formula One is set to test a new on-car display system champi-
oned by Lewis Hamilton’s father Anthony aimed at helping  fans to follow
a race without having to take their eyes off the action.

Hamilton said the ‘Info Wing’, a carbon fibre camera mount with an
integrated LED display system, would be trialled on one of the Force India
cars in testing next Tuesday after this weekend’s Abu Dhabi season-ender.
It may also be trialled on the safety car at Yas Marina this Thursday or
Friday. Sunday’s race could see Hamilton, leading the championship for
Mercedes, secure his second title.

The wing, mounted on the airbox behind the driver’s head, would dis-
play real time race positions on the endplates in colored numbers that
should be visible from the stands.

The data would be provided by race control, with the wing able to dis-
play a range of information updated during the course of the race.

Hamilton said the tests would aim to show whether the unit was prac-
tical for Formula One and single seaters in general, whether the LED dis-
play could be seen from the grandstands and how well it might work for
TV audiences. He recognised it might not work in bright sunlight but felt
the concept, with patents pending, was worth trying anyway.

“One of the major problems with watching race cars is knowing who is
where and who is who without having to take your eyes off the action to
find and locate the information on a hand held device, or one of the cir-
cuit monitors,” said Hamilton. —Reuters

New race display system 
CAPE TOWN: After winning 11 caps as a replacement, prop Trevor Nyakane
will make his first test start as one of four changes to the South Africa side to
face Italy in Padova on Saturday.

It is a major shuffle from coach Heyneke Meyer, who has also made five
changes to his bench following the 31-28 victory over England last weekend.
Nyakane starts at loosehead prop while Coenie Oosthuizen moves up from
the bench to replace the injured Jannie du Plessis at tighthead.

Teboho Mohoje returns to the starting line-up at flank in the place of
Schalk Burger and Johan Goosen has been selected at fullback as Willie le
Roux is given a rest.

Joining the uncapped pair of loose-forward Nizaam Carr
and prop Julian Redelinghuys on the bench are prop Gurthro
Steenkamp, lock Lood de Jager and Le Roux.

“I’m excited to see what these guys can do on Saturday
in what will be a stern test against a fired-up Italy,” Meyer
said in a press release from the South African Rugby Union.

“We planned to make a few shifts for this test as I’d like
to see if these players can make the step up. The guys com-
ing in deserve their opportunities and seeing that we
won’t have our overseas-based players available
next week against Wales, it made sense to
bring a few of them in this week.” —Reuters

Astana hit by doping again Nyakane gets first SA call

COLUMBUS: Jimmy Howard made 28 saves for
his 19th career shutout, and Tomas Tatar and
Tomas Jurco each had a goal and an assist to lift
the Detroit Red Wings past the Columbus Blue
Jackets 5-0 in the NHL on Tuesday. Gustav
Nyquist, Riley Sheahan and Darren Helm also
scored and Brendan Smith added two assists to
help Detroit end a three-game road winless skid.
The Red Wings scored twice on the power play
and put the game out of reach with three third-
period goals.

Columbus’ two-game winning streak - after a
club-tying nine straight losses - ended as the
Red Wings won most of the puck battles to con-
trol the tempo. Columbus did have scoring
chances, but they failed to generate sustained
pressure. Sergei Bobrovky, who finished with 35
saves, didn’t have his best form in his second
start in row since missing eight with a broken
finger.

PENGUINS 4, CANADIENS 0
Marc-Andre Fleury made 27 saves for his

league-leading fourth shutout of the season as
Pittsburgh ended Montreal’s six-game winning
streak.

Beau Bennett and Steve Downie had first-
period goals for the Penguins, and Brandon
Sutter and captain Sidney Crosby each scored in
the second. Pittsburgh has now won 10 of its last
11. Carey Price stopped 18 shots for Montreal.
Fleury, who made a couple of key saves early on,
is 8-1-0 with a .944 save-percentage in his last
nine starts dating back to Oct. 25.

ISLANDERS 5, LIGHTNING 2
Cal Clutterbuck, Mikhail Grabovski and Ryan

Strome scored in the second period to lift the
New York Islanders. Brock Nelson and Casey
Cizikas also scored and Jaroslav Halak stopped 26
shots for the Islanders, who got a measure of
revenge for a 5-2 loss at Tampa on Saturday that
ended their five-game winning streak. Alex
Killorn and Ondrej Palat scored for the Lightning
and Evgeni Nabokov finished with 31 saves.
Clutterbuck tied the score at 1-1 with a short-
handed goal 39 seconds into the middle period.
Grabovski and Strome then scored 1:03 apart to
give the Islanders a two-goal lead with 6 1/2 min-
utes to go in the period. Nelson’s power-play goal
in the opening minute of the third made it 4-1.

BRUINS 2, BLUES 0
Tuukka Rask made 33 saves for his first

shutout of the season as the Bruins ended a six-
game home losing streak against St. Louis. 

Patrice Bergeron and Torey Krug scored for
the Bruins, who were outshot 33-17. Rask earned
his 24th career shutout. Boston played sound
defense throughout against a Blues team that
had won 10 of 11. 

The Bruins limited St. Louis to mostly shots
from outside, and Rask didn’t leave many
rebound opportunities. Boston hadn’t won at
home against the Blues since Jan. 30, 2001. Brian
Elliott made 15 saves for St. Louis.

KINGS 5, PANTHERS 2
Jeff Carter had a power-play goal and an

assist during Los Angeles’ four-goal second peri-
od, and Jonathan Quick made 30 saves in the
Kings’ victory over Florida.

Kings defensemen Matt Greene and Robyn
Regehr both scored rare goals during the
defending Stanley Cup champions’ highest-scor-
ing period of the season.

Marian Gaborik and captain Dustin Brown
added power-play goals in Los Angeles’ second

straight victory after losing seven of nine.
Jimmy Hayes and Jussi Jokinen scored for the

Panthers, who have lost five of seven. Roberto
Luongo stopped 21 shots in two periods before
Al Montoya relieved him for the third.

SABRES 4, SHARKS 1
Brian Gionta had two goals and an assist in

leading Buffalo past San Jose in front of a sparse,
snowstorm-depleted crowd.

Nicolas Deslauriers and Brian Flynn also
scored for Buffalo, which won its eighth straight
against San Jose, dating to the 2009-10 season.
Jhonas Enroth stopped 20 shots over the final
two periods after replacing starter Michal
Neuvirth who sustained a lower body injury in
the first period.

Brent Burns scored for San Jose, which fin-
ished 3-4 on a seven-game road swing. The
Sabres improved to 16-1 at home against the
Sharks. Buffalo also won consecutive games for
the first time since a three-game streak late last
February.The game was played in front of an
estimated crowd of about 6,200 on a day a
severe snowstorm dumped more than 4 feet (1.2
meters) of snow in the area.

PREDATORS 9, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Taylor Beck scored twice as Nashville routed

Toronto. Nashville also got goals from Filip
Forsberg, Calle Jarnkrok, Roman Josi,  Eric
Nystrom, Mike Ribeiro, Derek Roy and Colin
Wilson. Shea Weber had three assists. Maple
Leafs goalie Jonathan Bernier lasted just one
period, allowing three goals - two by Beck - on
12 shots. He had allowed only three goals com-
bined in his previous two starts. James Reimer
started the second. 

Pekka Rinne continued his early-season dom-
inance by turning aside 29 shots. Mike Santorelli
and Nazem Kadri scored for Toronto.

CAPITALS 2, COYOTES 1
Eric Fehr put in a rebound at 3:16 of overtime

to lift Washington. Fehr got his stick on a deflect-
ed shot from teammates Brooks Orpik and slid
the puck past Arizona goalie Mike Smith as the
Capitals ended a two-game skid. The Coyotes
lost a third straight game at home on late goals.

Jay Beagle scored with 8:49 to go in the first

period for Washington. Oliver Ekman-Larsson
tied it early in the second period for Arizona.

JETS 3, DEVILS 1
Mathieu Perreault and Mark Scheifele scored

less than 2 minutes apart early in the second
period to lift Winnipeg past New Jersey.

Michael Frolik added a goal late in the third
to seal the victory. Perreault got Winnipeg start-
ed with his first of the season as he backhanded
a high shot past Cory Schneider at 1:54 of the
second. Scheifele flicked in linemate Adam
Lowry’s rebound at 3:38 for his third goal. Patrik
Elias narrowed it to 2-1 on a power play just
more than a minute into the third. He beat Jets
goalie Michael Hutchinson, who made 21 saves.

HURRICANES 6, STARS 4
Eric Staal had two third-period goals and an

assist to lead Carolina. The Hurricanes overcame
a 2-0 deficit with four second-period goals. The
last of those chased Stars goalie Kari Lehtonen
from the game. He stopped 12 of 16 shots in
nearly 36 minutes on the ice.

The Hurricanes franchise had not won in reg-
ulation at Dallas since 1996, when the team was
the Hartford Whalers. Carolina ended a three-
game losing streak and improved to 2-6-2 on the
road. The Stars lost their seventh consecutive
home game. Jeff Skinner, Patrick Dwyer, Victor
Rask and Jiri Tlusty scored in the second for the
Hurricanes.

FLAMES 4, DUCKS 3
Sean Monahan scored the decisive goal in a

shootout to lift Calgary over Anaheim. Dennis
Wideman scored twice in regulation and Jiri
Hudler also had a goal for the Flames, who
trailed 2-0 after two periods and won their third
straight. Jonas Hiller finished with 24 saves
through overtime in his first game against his
former team.

After Monahan scored in the third round of
the shootout, Hiller stopped Corey Perry to pre-
serve the victory. Johnny Gadreau scored earlier
in the shootout for the Flames, and Ryan Kesler
tied it for the Ducks. Sami Vatanen had a goal
and two assists, and Matt Beleskey and Kyle
Palmieri also scored for Anaheim. Frederik
Andersen had 16 saves. — AP

TOKYO: International Olympic
Committee (IOC) Vice President John
Coates has urged Tokyo to consider mov-
ing more events to venues outside the
capital, including one hundreds of kilo-
metres away, in a bid to rein in spending
for the 2020 Summer Games.

Rising labour and construction costs
have forced Tokyo to rethink its plans for
10 venues it intended to build for the
Games, contravening its promise that vir-
tually all events would take place within
8 km (5 miles) of the Olympic village —
one of the key points in its successful
hosting bid.

In addition, the IOC on Tuesday made
some of the biggest changes in decades
in the way the Games are organised and
run, issuing 40 recommendations and
putting more of an emphasis on sustain-
ability in an effort to ease the burden on
host cities.

“(The IOC) has come out and specifi-
cally said that we should make the maxi-
mum use of existing facilities, and that,
so far as I am concerned, overrides the
8km philosophy which we had as part of
the bid,” Coates told a news conference in
Tokyo on Wednesday after a two-day IOC
review of Tokyo’s preparations. “We have
suggested to the organising committee
that for the preliminaries for basketball,

just as for football, they may care to look
at cities like Osaka that might have large
venues.” Tokyo has said from the start
that some preliminary events for soccer
would be held in parts of northeastern
Japan affected by the March 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami in an effort to broad-
en the economic impact, but this is the
first time holding events in other regions
has been mentioned.

Osaka is some 400 km (255 miles)
west of Tokyo. Planners allotted $1.5 bil-
lion for venues in Tokyo’s Olympics bid
but that estimate more than doubled late
last year after recalculation.

Such budget worries mean plans for a
new basketball arena may be dropped in
favour of an existing venue about 25 km
(17 miles) out of Tokyo, with badminton
moving a similar distance outside the
city. Coates said he had visited both
prospective sites and felt “very positive”
about them.

No decision has yet been made but
Tokyo hopes to have a fairly complete
final plan pulled together by February
2015, officials said on Wednesday.

“What we’re trying to avoid above all
is swelling expenses that become a huge
burden for the people of Japan,” said
Yoshiro Mori, president of the Tokyo
organising committee. — Reuters

ROME: Perhaps if Lindsey Vonn had a big
cushy air bag to fall on when she tore two
ligaments in her right knee she wouldn’t
have missed the Sochi Olympics.

And maybe Aksel Lund Svindal wouldn’t
have broken bones in his face and suffered
a laceration to his groin and abdominal
area after failing to land a massive jump in
2007.

Looking back, it’s nearly impossible to
calculate what effect - if any - an air bag
would have had in those crashes. But with a
radical air bag system being approved for
use in World Cup and lower level races
beginning in January, Alpine skiing could
get a lot safer.

“History is what drives the future,”
International Ski Federation (FIS) secretary
general Sarah Lewis told The Associated
Press on Tuesday after the approval was
announced. “So the lessons learned from
different crashes in the past are used as the
basis to improve the situation in the future.”

The system - which entails putting an air
bag in the neck area of athletes’ back pro-
tectors - was developed by Italian manufac-
turer Dainese in coordination with the FIS.
It inflates when skiers lose control and are
about to crash.

“Dainese has been closely aligned to it
but there are other companies out there
which are also developing their systems,”
Lewis said. Until December, the system can
be worn in World Cup downhill training
sessions. Intended for speed disciplines,
the system’s race debut will come at the
women’s downhill in Bad Kleinkirchheim,
Austria, on Jan. 10. Men will use it for the
first time at the classic venue of Wengen,
Switzerland, the following weekend. While
the system is not mandatory, the FIS hopes
that all World Cup racers will use it. The FIS
had originally hoped to implement the sys-
tem at the start of this season but there
were concerns over the shape and aerody-
namics of the back protectors, which hold a

small gas generator capsule that inflates
the air bags.

The air bags were already worn by
Dainese-sponsored athletes during official
training runs last season. Dainese has been
collecting information from skiers for five
years to find out exactly when the system
should go into effect - in other words, at
what point in a fall can a racer no longer
regain control. “You want to avoid false
positives so it doesn’t release when it does-
n’t need to,” Lewis said. “On the other side,
you don’t want the reverse to happen,
which is for it not to release when it
should.”

A similar air bag system has been used
in motorcycle racing since 2009. “There will
continue to be injuries but we want to try
to work in a way to minimize these and still
keep the sport attractive and exciting,”
Lewis said. Skiing has always been an
injury-riddled sport but the worst crashes
were particularly severe when the air bag
system first came into development about
five years ago.

In 2008, American downhiller Scott
Macartney suffered brain injuries and was
kept in an induced coma after losing con-
trol and smashing his head on the final
jump of the treacherous Streif course in
Kitzbuehel, Austria.

Also in 2008, Austria’s Matthias
Lanzinger had his lower left leg amputated
after crashing in Kvitfjell, Norway. The next
year, Daniel Albrecht of Switzerland suf-
fered life-threatening brain and lung
injuries after a crash in the same spot as
Macartney in Kitzbuehel. And in 2011, Hans
Grugger of Austria had yet another horrific
crash and head injury in Kitzbuehel. More
recently, Vonn tore up her right knee dur-
ing a crash at the world championships in
Schladming, Austria, in February 2013.
“( The air bag system) is going to help
(avoid) the most serious injuries,” Lewis
said. — AP

Red Wings soar over Blue Jackets

Western Conference
Pacific Division

W L  OTL GF GA PTS  
Anaheim 11 4 5 54 50 27   
Calgary 12 6 2 63 53 26   
Vancouver 12 6 0 53 52 24   
Los Angeles 10 5 4 50 42 24   
San Jose 10 9 2 57 57 22   
Arizona 8 9 2 48 59 18   
Edmonton 6 10 2 44 60 14   

Central Division
Nashville 12 4 2 52 37 26   
St. Louis 12 5 1 49 35 25   
Winnipeg 10 7 3 40 43 23   
Chicago 10 7 1 51 36 21   
Minnesota 10 7 0 50 39 20   
Colorado 6 8 5 47 61 17   
Dallas 6 9 4 53 67 16   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 14 5 1 55 51 29   
Tampa Bay 13 5 2 73 54 28   
Boston 12 8 0 53 49 24   
Detroit 9 4 5 50 42 23   
Ottawa 8 5 4 47 45 20   
Toronto 9 8 2 58 60 20   
Florida 6 5 5 35 42 17   
Buffalo 5 13 2 34 69 12   

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 13 3 1 64 35 27   
NY Islanders 12 6 0 59 52 24   
Washington 8 7 3 52 50 19   
NY Rangers 7 7 4 50 58 18   
New Jersey 8 9 2 47 56 18   
Philadelphia 7 7 2 51 53 16   
Carolina 6 9 3 43 55 15   
Columbus 6 11 1 44 64 13   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in
the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

NY Islanders 5, Tampa Bay 2; Detroit 5, Columbus 0; Boston 2, St. Louis 0; Buffalo 4, San Jose 1;
Nashville 9, Toronto 2; Pittsburgh 4, Montreal 0; Winnipeg 3, New Jersey 1; Carolina 6, Dallas 4;

UNIONDALE: Anton Stralman No. 6 of the Tampa Bay Lightning throws the puck past Nick Leddy No. 2 of the New York Islanders at Nassau
Veterans Memorial Coliseum. — AFP

Air bag system approved 

for World Cup ski races

IOC suggests more venues 

outside Tokyo for Games

FINLAND: Henrik Kristoffersen competes during the first run of an alpine ski, men’s
World Cup slalom race in this file photo.  — AP


