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WASHINGTON: The commander of US Navy SEALs
has issued a stinging rebuke to troops who have
broken the elite force’s hallowed tradition of secrecy
and humility by publishing memoirs and speaking
to the media. Days after the Fox News network
announced it would broadcast a documentary with
a commando who claims to have shot Osama bin
Laden, Rear Admiral Brian Losey, the head of Naval
Special Warfare Command, wrote to his troops
denouncing anyone who seeks fame or fortune by
revealing details of secret missions.

“A critical tenet of our Ethos is ‘I do not advertise
the nature of my work, nor seek recognition for my
actions,’” Losey and the top enlisted sailor, Force
Master Chief Michael Magaraci, wrote in the letter,
obtained by AFP on Monday. “We do not abide wilful
or selfish disregard for our core values in return for

public notoriety and financial gain, which only
diminishes otherwise honorable service, courage
and sacrifice,” said the letter dated October 31.

The strict code of humble anonymity represent-
ed a “life-long commitment and obligation” and
those who flouted it were no longer teammates “in
good standing,” it said. The commander warned in
the letter that “we will actively seek judicial conse-
quence for members who wilfully violate the law”
by revealing classified information. The documen-
tary titled “The Man Who Killed Usama Bin Laden” is
due to air this month. Fox News said it had no plans
to cancel the program.”Fox News has not been con-
tacted by the Department of Defense or any other
government agency expressing  concern about
‘The Man Who Killed Usama Bin Laden’ special and
we have every intention of airing it as planned on

November 11th and 12th,” spokesperson Carly
Shanahan told AFP.

When ‘Quiet Professionals’ Talk 
The Pentagon could not confirm if the commando

identified in the documentary took part in the May 2011
raid but said all troops are legally bound by non-disclo-
sure agreements promising never to discuss classified
information, even after they retire from the military. “If in
fact this individual was associated with the military unit
that carried out the UBL (Osama bin Laden) raid, which is
yet to be determined, he is still bound by his Non-
Disclosure Agreement to not discuss classified informa-
tion, especially in a nationally televised interview,”
spokesperson Commander Amy Derrick-Frost said in an
email. For a force known as the “quiet professionals,” the
2011 Bin Laden raid thrust an intense public spotlight on

the highly-trained troops, with publishers and producers
keen to sell their stories to a hungry audience. Another
Navy SEAL who was part of the team that carried out the
May 2011 raid on Bin Laden’s Pakistani compound, Matt
Bissonnette, ran into trouble by publishing a memoir
without submitting it to the Pentagon for review before-
hand.  The US government accused him violating his
legal obligation to allow the Defense Department to
check the manuscript before publication to ensure no
sensitive secrets would be exposed. Bissonnette’s lawyer
has been in talks with government attorneys to try to
settle the dispute but the commando remains under
criminal investigation, officials said. Bissonnette’s book,
“No Easy Day,” was a bestseller and now he is poised to
release a new memoir, “No Hero: The Evolution of a Navy
SEAL.” But this time he agreed to the Pentagon vetting
the manuscript before publication. — AFP 

US Navy SEALs told to stop spilling secrets

MEXICO CITY: Mexican police have cap-
tured a fugitive former mayor and his
wife who the government says were the
probable masterminds behind the
abduction of 43 student teachers feared
massacred in September, officials said
yesterday. Police working with a local
drug gang in the southwestern city of
Iguala abducted the students after clash-
es there on the night of Sept 26, sparking
a huge manhunt and embarrassment for
President Enrique Pena Nieto.

Jose Luis Abarca, who at the time was
mayor of Iguala, and his wife, Maria de los
Angeles Pineda, were captured in Mexico
City, Jose Ramon Salinas, a spokesman for
the federal police, said on his Twitter
account. A government official said the
pair were caught early yesterday and were
being questioned by prosecutors. The cou-
ple was arrested by federal security forces
in a house in the eastern district of
Iztapalapa, Mexican media reported, one
of the most violent parts of the capital
where they had been hiding out for several
weeks.

The government is still searching for
the students, whose disappearance
shocked the country and undermined
Pena Nieto’s claims that Mexico has
become safer on his watch. The Mexican
government said last month that Abarca
and his wife had ordered local police to
stop a group of about 80 students from
disrupting a political event on the night of
Sept 26. Six people, including three stu-
dents, died in the ensuing clashes in the
violent state of Guerrero. Shortly afterward,
the mayor and his wife Pineda went under-
ground. The government says Pineda
comes from a family of high-profile drug
traffickers.

Investigators said the police handed
over the students to a local drug gang,
Guerreros Unidos, who many officials sus-
pect of killing the youths. Despite dozens
of arrests and the discovery of the remains
of at least 38 bodies buried in the hills near
Iguala, it remained unclear what happened
to the students, who belonged to a radical
leftist all-male college in Guerrero and
were studying to be teachers. According to
the testimony of a captured gangster that
was made public by the attorney general’s
office, Pineda was the boss of Guerreros

Unidos within the Iguala government.
Separately, gunmen killed a Mexican

general sent by the government to tame
violence in a northern state plagued by
drug cartel crimes along the US border,
authorities said Monday. General Ricardo
Cesar Nino Villarreal and his wife were
killed as they drove Saturday in Vallecillo, in
the northern state of Nuevo Leon. But their
two-door car and the bodies were found
only Sunday by people who were driving
by on the road linking the cities of
Monterrey and Nuevo Laredo, said the
security task force of the neighboring state
of Tamaulipas. More than 100 high-caliber

bullet casings were found at the scene of
the shooting, officials said. Nino Villarreal
was one of four military officers who was
deployed by the federal government in
May to stem a surge of violence in
Tamaulipas. The general was in charge of a
northern zone that includes Nuevo Laredo,
a city bordering Texas which has been the
scene of turf wars between cartels fighting
over control of the lucrative drug traffick-
ing routes. “The government of Tamaulipas
condemns and deeply laments the death
of General Ricardo Cesar Nino Villarreal and
his wife,” the state’s security coordination

group said in a statement.
Nuevo Leon’s chief prosecutor, Adrian

de la Garza, had earlier said authorities
were checking whether the general was
one of the victims.  Tamaulipas authorities
said Nuevo Leon prosecutors had con-
firmed his identity. 

De la Garza said the general usually
travels in an armored vehicle with a securi-
ty detail, but the victim was unarmed and
in a civilian car. Nino Villareal survived a
previous attack on Oct 9 when unidenti-
fied gunmen shot at his armored vehicle in
Linares, also in Nuevo Leon state.

Before his appointment in Tamaulipas,

Nino Villareal was head of police in the
Nuevo Leon town of Cadereyta. The mili-
tary took full control of security in
Tamaulipas in May after scores of people
died in a series of gunfights between war-
ring cartels and clashes between gangs
and security forces. 

The state has been plagued by turf
wars between the Zetas and Gulf drug car-
tels for years. Both gangs have been weak-
ened by the arrests or killings of top lead-
ers.The most recent violence has partly
been blamed on infighting within the Gulf
cartel. — AFP 

NEW YORK: A woman leaves a voting station yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Americans began voting yesterday in key legisla-
tive elections expected to deal a stinging defeat to President
Barack Obama, with Republicans poised to take full control of
Congress by wresting the Senate from his Democrats. The party of
an incumbent US president historically fares badly in elections in
the middle of his second term, and this time is expected to be no
different for Obama. Many Republicans have essentially based
their campaigns on attacks against the president and his policies,
particularly his health care plan. Many Democrats even avoided
including the president in their campaign rallies and photo ops.

The first polling stations opened in the states of Indiana,
Kentucky, Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York and
Virginia, with the rest of the country to follow. Although the econ-
omy has been improving gradually since the recession of 2008,
the national mood is far from buoyant. Much attention has
focused on recent flashpoint crises like Ebola and advances by the
Islamic State jihadists in Syria and Iraq. Democrats currently hold
a 55-45 seat advantage in the US Senate, while Republicans con-
trol the House of Representatives.

If Republicans take a net six seats in the Senate, Obama will
spend his last two years in office facing a hostile Congress as he
contends with Ebola, Islamic extremists and improving the econo-
my. The race for the Senate has been very expensive - an estimat-
ed $423 million in TV spots about Senate races, according to the
Washington Post. Recent polls show Republicans pulling ahead in
the battle for power in Washington despite races in Alaska, North
Carolina and other states remaining very close, and they
expressed confidence in the home stretch.

“We intend to be a responsible governing Republican majori-
ty,” the party’s top Senator Mitch McConnell told ABC News as he
barnstormed his state of Kentucky. The veteran politician is locked
in the tightest race of his career with resilient Democratic chal-
lenger Alison Lundergan Grimes, but two weekend polls showed

McConnell extending his lead. “The wind is at our backs,” Senator
Rand Paul, a potential 2016 Republican presidential candidate,
told CNN on Sunday. “I think people are ready for new leadership.”
Republicans have hammered home their message that a vote for
Democrats is a vote for a tarnished Obama and his policies. “This
is a referendum on the president,” Paul told NBC.

In the House of Representatives, where all 435 seats are in
play, experts predict the Republicans will gain more seats. A third
of the 100-seat Senate is also up for grabs. Three top forecasters
now give Republicans between a 70 percent and 77 percent
chance of winning the Senate as well.

Perhaps No Clear Picture Soon
But however successful the Republicans are, a complete pic-

ture may not emerge yesterday. There are strong prospects for
runoffs in Louisiana and Georgia, where rules require a second
round if winners do not earn more than 50 percent of the vote.
Add to that a probable days-long ballot count in remote Alaska,
where there is an unpredictable and tight race, which would also
delay matters. Louisiana’s runoff is Dec 6, but a Georgia runoff
would be on Jan 6, three days after the start of the new Congress.

Polls - and history - show that Republicans would have the
advantage in overtime in both states, although there would be
intense ground games and ad wars, especially if the fate of the
Senate were still up in the air. While both parties have rolled out
their surrogates to rally voters, Obama all too aware of his status
as a lightning rod for Republican criticism - has largely steered
clear of the campaign trail. And his schedule yesterday showed a
president seeking to appear above the fray, scheduling a series of
meetings on defense and Ebola - but no last-minute stumping for
Democrats. Vice President Joe Biden said he does not “agree with
oddsmakers” and feels Democrats could hold the Senate, a senti-
ment the White House said Obama shared. — AFP 

Democrats bracing for 
defeat in midterm polls

Elections to deal rebuke to Obama 

ATLANTA: A security guard fired after
President Barack Obama’s trip to Atlanta
said Monday that he lost his job because
he snapped a picture of the presidential
motorcade to send to his mother and is
humiliated by news reports wrongly claim-
ing he’s a convicted felon. Kenneth Tate,
49, worked as a guard for Professional
Security Corp, a security contractor at the
US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in Atlanta. As part of his job
duties, he carried a concealed .40-caliber
handgun issued to him daily by his
employer.

He rode in an elevator with Obama
during the president’s Sept 16 visit to the
CDC, though the US Secret Service was
apparently unaware that Tate was armed.
That incident was publicly revealed after a
man scaled the White House fence and
entered the building. Those security
breaches and other embarrassments led
to the Oct 1 resignation of Secret Service
Director Julia Pierson.

Tate said the affair cost him his liveli-
hood and his reputation. “This is a night-
mare. My whole life (has) been changed
upside down,” Tate said. “I’m trying to fig-
ure out which way to go. How do you go
anywhere when it seems like the door has
been closed on you? Your reputation (has)
been tarnished. The embarrassment.” The
Washington Post initially reported that
Tate had been convicted of crimes, but
subsequently corrected the claim. The AP
has found no evidence of a conviction
against Tate.

The office of Republican Rep Jason
Chaffetz of Utah, who has helped lead
Congress’ investigation into the Secret

Service, said a whistleblower had provided
him with the same information the Post
initially reported. The president of
Professional Security Corp, William Banks,
told The New York Times that Tate did not
have any felony or misdemeanor convic-
tions. The Times first reported Tate’s ver-
sion of events. Banks did not return multi-
ple calls from the AP seeking comment.

Never Convicted 
Tate said he was twice charged with

misdemeanor offenses in the 1990s, but
he was never convicted. One incident
involved an argument with a girlfriend
who is now his wife. Tate said the second
incident resulted from a dispute over how
his sister was treating a newborn baby.
Tate said he was later awarded custody of

the child. His employer knew about that
history, and it was also vetted by a Georgia
state agency that licenses security guards.

Tate said he never hid the fact that he
was armed, and no one in the Secret
Service asked. His employer gave him a
gun at the start of every workday, and his
license to carry is documented in an
Internet database available for public
inspection. CDC spokeswoman Barbara
Reynolds confirmed Tate worked as a
security guard at the agency’s campus,
and she said CDC officials requested that
Tate’s employer reassign him after
Obama’s visit. She would not comment on
why the agency made that request. US
Secret Service spokesman Robert Hoback
declined to discuss Tate’s description of
events. —AP

Guard fired after Obama 
visit: I’m not a convict

ATLANTA: Kenneth Tate, a former security guard for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, poses for a photo on Monday. — AP 

Fugitive Mexico mayor captured

IGUALA, Mexico: A picture taken on July 3, 2014 shows former Iguala may-
or Jose Luis Abarca and his wife Maria de Los Angeles Pineda during an
event at the Municipal Palace in Guerrero state. — AFP 


