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Gray wolf reported 
at Grand Canyon 

ARIZONA: A gray wolf was recently photographed on the north
rim of the Grand Canyon in Arizona in what would be the first
wolf sighting in the national park since the last one was killed
there in the 1940s, conservation groups said on Thursday. The US
Fish and Wildlife Service was sending a team to try capturing the
animal in order to verify its species and origin, although federal
biologists are assuming it is a wolf unless otherwise determined,
a spokeswoman said.

The agency later issued a statement saying a collared “wolf-
like” animal had repeatedly been observed and photographed
on US forest land just north of Grand Canyon National Park, and
that wildlife officials were “working to confirm whether the ani-
mal is a wolf or wolf-dog hybrid”. It said the collar “is similar to
those used in the northern Rocky Mountain wolf recovery effort,”
and that feces would be collected for DNA analysis.

Several photos of the animal were taken over the weekend by
a Grand Canyon park visitor who shared them with conservation
activists and park staff, according to the Center for Biological
Diversity, which first made the findings public. A note accompa-
nying images viewed by Reuters said two wolf biologists and “an
experienced wolf observer” who reviewed the photos concluded
they “appear to depict a radio-collared northern Rocky mountain
gray wolf.”

Any wolf roaming the Grand Canyon, in north-central
Arizona, would be protected under the U.S. Endangered Species
Act. If confirmed to be a western gray wolf, it would presumably
have ventured hundreds of miles (km) south from the Northern
Rockies, where the animals were reintroduced in the 1990s and
are now estimated to number nearly 1,700. A separate smaller
population, from a subspecies called the Mexican gray wolf,
inhabits southeastern Arizona and western New Mexico, hun-
dreds of miles (km) in the opposite direction. 

But the animal in question appeared larger than a typical
Mexican wolf, experts said. The sighting comes as the Obama
administration is weighing a proposal to lift Endangered
Species Act protections for all wolves but the Mexican gray sub-
species, even in states where wolves are not known to have
established a presence. Center for Biological Diversity executive
Noah Greenwald said the new wolf sightings helped show such
a move would be premature. “It highlights ... that wolves are
still recovering and occupy just a fraction of their historic
range,” he said. — Reuters 

LOS ANGELES: A young American
woman with terminal cancer who trig-
gered shock and controversy when she
said she would kill herself on November
1 now says she may wait a little longer.
Brittany Maynard, a 29-year-old brain
cancer sufferer, made headlines earlier
this month when a video of her making
her suicide threat went viral and was
seen by millions of web-users. On
Thursday she released a new video in
which she said she might temporarily
delay her appointment with a self-
administered cocktail of potentially
deadly drugs.

“I still feel good enough and I still
have enough joy and I still laugh and
smile with my family and friends
enough that it doesn’t seem like the
right time right now,” she said. “But it
will come, because I feel myself getting
sicker. It’s happening each week,” she
said in the video posted on a site set up
to raise funds to support right-to-die
advocates.

In January, Maynard was given six
months to live and told her death would
be painful because of the aggressive
nature of her cancer. She had been try-
ing for a first child with her husband
Dan Diaz at the time, but gave up due to
her disease. Maynard and her husband,
who had just married when she began
having severe headaches, moved from
their home in California to Oregon, one
of a handful of states with a “right-to-
die” law.

A doctor could therefore prescribe

her the medication she needs to end her
own life, surrounded by her family in the
bedroom she shares with her husband.
Earlier in October, a first video went
viral. It has now been viewed more than
9 million times on YouTube. Some 3.5
million people have visited the website.
Her story has made headlines around
the world: she was featured on the cov-
er of last week’s People magazine in the
United States.

She has previously said she planned

to end her life after her husband’s birth-
day on Oct 26, but before her own on
Nov 19. The new video was recorded on
Oct 13. Maynard has in recent weeks
and months been working to tick off
items on a “bucket list” of what she
wants to do before she dies - including
traveling to the Grand Canyon last week.
She is currently on medication to limit
the swelling of her brain, but which has
the side effect of making her gain
weight. —AFP

US right-to-die woman 
puts her death on hold

DENVER: This 2013 photo obtained on Thursday shows Brittany Maynard and
her Great Dane puppy Charlie. — AFP 


