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US film ‘Heaven Knows What’ directors Joshua Safdie (3rd right), Benny Safdie (2nd right), actress Arielle Holmes (3rd left) and actor Caleb Landry Jones (right) wave
with Tokyo International Film Festival (TIFF) president of jury and US film director James Gunn (2nd left) and TIFF festival muse and Japanese actress Miki Nakatani
(left) during the photo session of the film’s awarding ceremony for Tokyo Grand Prix in Tokyo yesterday. ‘Heavean Knows What’ received the Tokyo Grand Prix award
and Best Directors award. (Right) Film directors Takeshi Kitano, left, of Japan and Tim Burton of the US pose with the Samurai Awards they received during the award
ceremony. — AFP

Joshua and Benny Safdie’s “Heaven Knows
What,” the story of a young heroin addict
who finds love in the streets of New York,

took the top prize at the Tokyo International Film
Festival yesterday.

The Safdie brothers also won the best direc-
tor award for the US -French production, which is
based on a real-life account of the female lead,
Arielle Holmes, and co-stars Caleb Landry Jones
of “X-Men: First Class” fame. “It was very simple,”

competition jury president James Gunn said on
selecting the winner. “This was the film that
inspired us the most and got us the most excit-
ed.” The “Guardians of the Galaxy” director
added that “Heaven Knows What” was the most
balanced of the films in competition in terms of
imagery, story and acting. “Heaven Knows What”
was one of 15 films competing for the $50,000
Tokyo Grand Prix, after premiering in Venice and
screening at Toronto and New York.

The main competition lineup featured a
strong slate of other films making their Asian
premieres after screening at major festivals,
including “1001 Grams,” Norway’s Oscar submis-
sion for Best Foreign Language Film, and French
thriller “The Connection.” Lone Japanese entry
“Pale Moon,” about an ordinary housewife who
becomes involved in embezzlement, won the
Audience Award.

Outside the main competition, this year’s fes-

tival put greater emphasis than previous years
on animation, highlighting Japan’s strength in
anime. The festival opened with the world pre-
miere of “Big Hero 6,” Disney Animation’s next
big feature after last year’s hit “Frozen.” It also
featured a section on the works of “Evangelion”
animator Hideaki Anno, while “Super Mario” cre-
ator Shigeru Miyamoto unveiled his 3D “PIKMIN
Short Movies,” based on the Nintendo game
characters. — Reuters
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There was a bit of a British invasion at
the Beverly Hills Hilton hotel, as
BAFTA Los Angeles hosted its annu-

al Britannia Awards, honoring film and
television talent from both sides of the
pond, including director Mike Leigh and
actors Dame Judi Dench, Emma Watson,
Julia Louis-Dreyfus and Robert Downey Jr.
But most of the attendees Thursday night
were Brits-no surprise, given the party
was thrown by the LA branch of the
British Academy of Film and Television
Arts. Downey received the Stanley Kubrick
Award for Excellence in Film, named after
the legendary director of such films as
“2001: A Space Odyssey” “(The award)
means a heck of a lot to me,” said Downey.
“I love British filmmakers, and they have
such a great talent pool.” Oscar-winning
actress Dench was honored with Albert R.
(“Cubby”) Broccoli Award for Worldwide
Contribution in Entertainment, named
after one of the original producers of the
James Bond films.

Noted Dench, “Well, I’m rather over-
whelmed by (the award), because I didn’t
ever expect to have a film career at all. I
never knew Cubby Broccoli, although I
know, of course, (Albert’s daughter)
Barbara Broccoli and (Barbara’s half-
brother and Bond-series producer)
Michael Wilson very well. And I’ve had 17
years of doing Bond, which has been just
wonderful. So, I’m very, very proud that I

shall have something that is named after
Cubby.” Dench and fellow honoree
Watson posed together for photogra-
phers on the arrivals line.

Watson, named Britannia British Artist
of the Year, said Dench is “just all soul and
all grace and strength and beauty, and
she really, for me, she’s an iconic British
actor. She’s what you aspire to be.” The

79-year-old Dench is currently on a box-
office roll, with her 2012 releases “The
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” and “Skyfall”
and her Oscar-nominated 2013
“Philomena” all boasting worldwide
grosses of more than $100 million each.
Dench’s next film is the sequel “The
Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,” hit-
ting cinemas in February. —AP
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Honorees Robert Downey Jr, from left, Emma Watson and Judi Dench
appear on stage at the BAFTA Los Angeles Britannia Awards at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel on Thursday in Beverly Hills, Calif. — AP

Adramatic picture from last year’s anti-government
protests in Bulgaria has brought unexpected fame to
its young photographer after landing in the new US

social sci-fi movie “The Giver”. The shot of a crying teenage
girl clutching a helmeted police officer during a rally in Sofia
went viral on Facebook after it was published in November. It
was among hundreds of pictures taken by photography stu-
dent Stefan Stefanov, 25, while covering the anti-government
protests as an intern for a Bulgarian daily.

He was paid 25 euros for the picture and happy with the
Facebook exposure, thought that would be the end of the sto-
ry. But  a company working for the US movie, starring Meryl
Streep, Jeff Bridges and Brenton Thwaite, contacted him with
an offer to buy the shot. “The Giver” came out in the US in
August and across Europe this month.  —AFP

Bulgarian photographer Stefan Stefanov poses with his
picture from an anti-government protest in the National
Academy for theatre and film arts in Sofia on October 31,
2014. — AFP
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