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MILFORD, Pasadena: A suspect who led
police on a seven-week manhunt after a
fatal ambush outside a rural state police
barracks appeared gaunt and battered at
his arraignment. Eric Frein answered yes or
no questions but was not asked to enter a
plea yesterday to first-degree murder and
other charges. He did not have a lawyer.
The 31-year-old survivalist had a bloody
gash on his nose and abrasions on his
cheek and above his right eye.

He is charged with killing Cpl. Bryon
Dickson and critically wounding Trooper
Alex Douglass on Sept 12. Authorities cap-
tured Frein on Thursday near an aban-
doned airplane hangar, ending a 48-day
search through thick woods.  Prosecutors
say they’ll seek the death penalty.

Frein remains jailed without bail. A pre-
liminary hearing is scheduled for Nov 12.
Prosecutors will seek the death penalty for
Eric Frein, who meekly gave himself up
when surrounded Thursday, authorities
said. “He did not just give up because he
was tired,” state police Commissioner
Frank Noonan said. “He gave up because
he was caught.”

Frein’s initial court appearance was
scheduled for yesterday morning. Crowds
gathered outside the courthouse and
jeered as he entered. State police said they
didn’t know whether Frein, who was
unarmed when captured, had been using
the hangar as a shelter during his 48 days
on the run, and they wouldn’t say what
they found there. Frein was held in the
handcuffs of the trooper he’s accused of
killing, Gov. Tom Corbett said Thursday at
a nighttime news conference.

The quiet takedown of Frein, who
kneeled and put his hands up when mar-
shals approached him, ended weeks of
tension and turmoil in the area, as authori-
ties at times closed schools, canceled out-
door events and blockaded roads to pur-
sue him. Residents grew weary of hearing
helicopters overhead, while small busi-
nesses suffered mounting losses and town
supervisors canceled a popular Halloween
parade.

Frein is charged with opening fire out-
side the Blooming Grove barracks on Sept.
12, killing Cpl. Bryon Dickson and seriously
wounding Trooper Alex Douglass. After his

arrest Thursday near the abandoned
hangar, he was placed in Dickson’s car for
the ride back to the barracks, about 30
miles (48 kilometers) away. Douglass and
his family and Dickson’s family expressed
“relief and gratitude” over Frein’s arrest,
Noonan said. Police said they linked Frein
to the ambush after a man walking his dog
discovered his partly submerged SUV
three days later in a swamp a few miles
from the shooting scene. Inside, investiga-
tors found shell casings matching those
found at the barracks as well as Frein’s dri-
ver’s license, camouflage face paint, two
empty rifle cases and military gear. —AP

Obama campaigns for 

Democrat governors

WASHINGTON: Four days remain before Americans vote in
an election that’s likely to give opposition Republicans con-
trol of the Senate, and President Barack Obama is in heavily
Democrat Rhode Island, hoping to boost turnout for the par-
ty’s candidate for governor. Obama has stayed away from
campaigning for Democrat congressional candidates who are
trying to distance themselves him and his slumping populari-
ty. But he has emerged from the White House this week in a
bid to pump for fellow Democrats in close governors’ races
and to push for turnout by party faithful.

The elections feature races for governor in 36 states,
although those contests have been overshadowed by com-
petitive congressional races. The Republicans need to pick up
the six seats for Senate control and are widely expected to
expand their majority in the House of Representatives. That
would give them control of Congress for the two years
Obama has left in office.

Democrat candidates also are battling history which
shows that the party that controls the White House in the
sixth year of a two term presidency virtually always lose
ground in Congress.

Obama’s fellow Democrats especially need a big turnout
from female voters, and the president is delivering a speech
yesterday in Rhode Island on growth in the US economy and
administration policies directed at women. Democrats domi-
nate Rhode Island politics, but their candidate for governor,
Gina Raimondo while leading in the polls - still has not gained
a comfortable margin over Republican Allan Fung. 

There also is anxiety among all Democrats in close races
this year because their voters often do not go to the polls
when there is no presidential contest. Obama has two years
remaining in his second and final term.

A day earlier, Obama sought to mobilize Democratic vot-
ers in the race for governor in Maine while keeping his dis-
tance from the state’s bubbling controversy over its Ebola
quarantine policies and the nurse who has defied them.
Ebola has emerged as an issue in the Nov 4 midterms, with
Republicans criticizing the Obama administration for what
they characterize as a disorganized response to the appear-
ance of the virus in the US Four people have been diagnosed
with Ebola in the country, and one has died.—AP

Trooper ambush suspect in 

court after long manhunt

Prosecutors seek death penalty for Frein

BLOOMING GROVE: State troopers escort Eric Matthew Frein from the Blooming
Grove barracks early yesterday. Frein, accused of opening fire on the barracks Sept
12, killing state police Cpl Bryon K Dickson II and critically wounding Trooper Alex
T Douglass, was arrested Thursday night after a 48-day manhunt in the Pike and
Monroe County woods. —AP


