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PARIS: Fire trucks are parked in a street near the Maison de la Radio as smoke billows from the building hosting the Radio France stations
during a fire yesterday. — AFP 

Bombings at Nigeria bus station kill 8
Violence up since govt announced ceasefire

KANO: A triple bombing at a bus station in
north Nigeria during yesterday morning’s
rush hour killed at least eight people and
injured 34 others, as hopes of a ceasefire
with Boko Haram appeared to suffer anoth-
er blow. It is not clear if the Islamist mili-
tants were behind the attack in Gombe city,
the capital of Gombe state, but the extrem-
ists have a track record of targeting com-
muters. Gombe’s police chief Abdullahi
Kudu said three suspects were arrested
immediately after the blasts at the Gombe
Line Station at about 9:00 am.

Multiple witnesses said the men entered
the station in one vehicle and then
dropped bags packed with explosives
between the buses which were filling up
with travellers.  A rescue worker, who
requested anonymity, said eight bodies
were found dead at the scene and brought
to the Gombe Specialist Hospital. Another
34 were wounded, according to National
Emergency Management Agency (NEMA)
spokesman Manzo Ezekiel. 

The bus station descended into chaos
after the bombs went off, with several
injured in a stampede of people trying to
flee the scene, the rescue worker said. Mobs
surrounded the suspected bombers and
police had to intervene to prevent them
from being trampled to death, said Gome
Line employee Lawanti Aliyu, in an account
supported by others.  Locals reportedly
threw stones at vehicles carrying security
service personnel who rushed to the scene,
apparently outraged at the fresh violence in
the city which has been attacked by Boko
Haram in the past. 

Similar Attacks 
Gombe shares a border with three

northeastern states under emergency rule
since May 2013 because of the Boko Haram
uprising: Adamawa, Borno and Yobe. The
police chief said he believed the suspected
attackers had travelled together from Yobe,
where the insurgents are thought to be in
control of several towns and cities. While
there was no immediate claim of responsi-
bility for the latest violence, the militants
have claimed credit for a series of bus sta-
tion bombings this year. They include two
in April and May on the outskirts of the cap-
ital Abuja that killed nearly 100 people. An
Oct 23 attack at a bus station in Bauchi
state, which also neighbours Gombe, killed
five people, with many again blaming Boko
Haram.

‘Ceasefire’ in Doubt 
Nigeria’s surprise announcement on Oct

17 that it had brokered a ceasefire deal with
Boko Haram offered a sliver of hope that
the brutal five-year uprising could be near-
ing an end. The conflict, which Boko Haram
says is aimed at creating an Islamic state in
Nigeria’s mainly Muslim north, has left an
estimated 13,000 people dead, including
killing by the security forces. But the vio-
lence has continued at a relentless pace
and many have questioned the credibility
of the so-called Boko Haram envoy report-
edly negotiating with the government.

Nigeria has maintained that the deal is
st i l l  intact  and has voiced hope that
apparent talks in neighbouring Chad will
lead to a clear decline in violence. But crit-
ics, who were suspicious of the deal from
outset, say Nigeria has again been duped
by fraudulent negotiators who have little
or no influence over Boko Haram’s core
leadership. — AFP 

Fire ravages iconic French radio bldg
PARIS: A fire broke out yesterday on the sev-
enth floor of the “Maison de la radio” (“Radio
house”), a vast circular building in Paris housing
several media operations. Firefighters said the
blaze started on the seventh floor, which is cur-
rently under reconstruction, and employees
were quickly evacuated from the building. Two
radio stations, France Info and France Inter,
stopped transmission due to the blaze but
restarted shortly afterwards.

Fire service chief Gabriel Plus told reporters:
“I can confirm that at the moment I’m speaking,
there are no victims of the blaze.” “The fire has
not been extinguished, but it has been con-
tained where it started. There is therefore no
risk of it spreading to the rest of the floor,” Plus
said. “We don’t yet know how bad the damage
is, but it seems considerable,” French President
Francois Hollande told reporters at a joint news
conference with Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan. The fire is an “extremely traumatic
event” in central Paris, Hollande said, adding
that it was a “symbolic” building. “I am watch-
ing this very carefully,” stressed Hollande. Thick
black smoke was seen billowing from the build-
ing, an iconic structure in the plush 16th district
of Paris that has been undergoing significant
renovation. Plus told AFP that 16 fire engines
had been dispatched and that they were set-
ting up a command post on site.

LONDON: Britain’s security services are set to
clash with parliament and the country’s powerful
press over revelations that police secretly used a
controversial law to identify journalists’ sources,
triggering a wider debate about media freedom
in the digital age. Detectives used a law usually
reserved for terror suspects to find out the
sources for scoops in The Sun and the Mail on
Sunday that led to the downfall of two senior offi-
cials. Other cases have since emerged, although
the full scale of the practice is unknown since
police do not need to go through a court under
the Regulation of Invest Powers Act (RIPA).

In the case of The Sun, the phone records of
political editor Tom Newton Dunn were accessed
to find out which officers were behind allegations
that Andrew Mitchell, the government’s senior
representative in parliament, swore at police. The
tabloid had used the material in a front-page sto-
ry. “It was a fairly simple process for them to iden-
tify which telephone numbers could be linked to
police officers,” said Dominic Ponsford from the
Press Gazette trade magazine, which is running a
“Save Our Sources” campaign.

‘Nobody Above Law’: Police 
RIPA was introduced in 2000 to take account

of advances in technology and to comply with
European law and specifies when authorities can
access communications. But a legal challenge has

now been launched in the European Court of
Human Rights on behalf of the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism, which claims that the
law is being used in a way that contravenes the
right to free speech. “There has been a huge
amount of case law at the European Court to say
that as part of that right to freedom of expression,
the confidentiality of journalist sources has the
highest possible protection in law,” Ponsford said.

Journalists appear to have the backing of
Home Secretary Theresa May, the interior minis-
ter, who is pushing a law restricting its use to cas-
es of serious crime, and Paul Kennedy, the gov-
ernment’s interception of communications com-
missioner, who has launched a review of the law.
But Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner
Mark Rowley insisted the force would continue to
use the law. “Nobody should be above the law,
whether it’s a member of the public, whether it’s
a police officer, whether it’s a journalist. We
should be able to investigate and pursue any one
of those,” he told the BBC.

‘Asymmetric Battle’ 
The country’s newspapers boast of a tradition

of holding institutions to account, but now com-
plain that their huge resources and technical
know-how are making it an uneven battle-
ground. “Journalists must remain arrows and not
the target,”  Seamus Dooley,  secretary of

Ireland’s National Union of Journalists, recently
told a conference on journalism in the age of
mass surveillance, hosted at The Guardian news-
paper’s London headquarters. “The message
must be: we are watching Big Brother,” he
added.

Guardian reporter Luke Harding warned the
conference that it would remain “an asymmetric
battle unless you have the tech skills of Edward
Snowden” - the former intelligence operative
who blew the whistle on mass US surveillance.
Whistleblowers remain the Achilles heel of the
authorities, and newspapers fear that they will
be put off coming forward in the future if their
anonymity can not be guaranteed. “Our work as
journalists would be over,” Guardian editor Alan
Rusbridger told the London conference. “The
protection of sources is sacrosanct.” 

As the law stands, a senior police officer can
sign off a request to access someone’s phone
records, although not the actual content of the
call or message. “We’re just saying the police
shouldn’t be allowed to mark their own home-
work,  they need external oversight,”  said
Ponsford, arguing also that regulators had failed
to grasp the amount of information that can be
gleaned from metadata. In a message delivered
to the London conference, Snowden said the
answer lay not in the law but in more stringent
technological safeguards.— AFP 

British press fights ‘Big Brother’


