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KUWAIT: Training Gate International (TGI) held a press confer-
ence on Thursday at the Arab Media Forum headquarters to
launch the media campaign for Kuwait’s fifth annual convention
on the occasion of the International Day for Persons with
Disabilities, which will be held on Dec 1-3, 2014 at Arraya
Ballroom. 

Kifayah Al-Alban, TGI Founder and General Manager,
expressed her pleasure to organize this event for the fifth consec-
utive year. “The observance of the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities is held annually on the third of December since
its adoption by the United Nations General Assembly in 1982. Our
convention will be following the UN international theme for 2014:
Sustainable Development: The Promise of Technology,” she not-
ed. “We are honored to get the blessing of Humanitarian Leader
HH the Amir to sponsor this event as part of Kuwait’s interaction
with international activities that would raise the name of our
country. This is in addition to highlighting Kuwait’s role in sup-
porting development programs for people with disabilities,”
added Alban. 

Nora Al-Othman, Co-Founder and Deputy General Manager of
TGI, said the 3-day event will include 36 workshops that will be
presented by major international disability experts from the
United States. “The workshops will focus on issues such as Special
Education Leadership, Severe/Profound Disabilities, Autism,
Down’s syndrome, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD), and Learning Disability (LD),”she said. She added that
with the expertise and energy of the invited specialists, it will be
possible to bring a wide variety of timely presentations to
improve understanding, programs and services for people with
disabilities in Kuwait.

Special education
According to Othman, TGI takes highest consideration to pro-

vide training for special education school personnel on effective
skills and strategies in teaching students with disabilities, as well as
training parents and families of people with disabilities on skills
that ease their lives. “The workshops will cover 6 major areas in the
lives of persons with disabilities, starting with early identification
up to the school and family support systems, use of assistive tech-

nology, work empowerment and independent living,” she pointed
out. 

Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi, Official Representative of TGI and
Representative of Youth with Disabilities, stated that what makes
their convention very unique is that youth with disabilities will be
the main speakers about their own issues. “The convention will
include open forums that will give youth with disabilities the oppor-
tunity to lobby decision-makers for their rights under Kuwaiti law
8/2010 for the rights of persons with disabilities in a discussion pan-
el format. The open forums will cover areas that are important for
every citizen - education, employment, development, health, media,
and youth and sports,” he said.

Mutairi mentioned that the convention will also include motiva-
tional talks by outstanding youth with disabilities in the evenings of
Dec 1 and 2. “The purpose of these motivational and inspirational
talks is to promote human values, self-development and positive
thinking among young people through the speakers’ real life sto-
ries,” he said.

Alban concluded the press conference by highlighting the
importance of cooperation of individuals and institutions in both
the public and private sectors to support this important work for our
humanity. She also mentioned that the convention will be handled
by five teams consisting of energized volunteers who are character-
ized by kindness and giving. 

L O C A L
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2014

Disabilities convention set for next month
Media campaign underway

KUWAIT: (From left) Nora Al-Othman, Kifayah Al-Alban, and Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi at the press conference. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: When Summer is long gone and over and temperatures
go down, people in Kuwait seek the solace of the desert for their
annual stress relief experience of camping, which takes them
away from their daily routines and problems.

From November till March, people head to the desert to expe-
rience the fair-weather, plantation, and outside activities that
they dare not approach during the scorching heat of the Summer.

And with the advent of the camping season, campers and
authorities alike start their respective preparations.

On the organizing part, the Municipality of Kuwait started issu-
ing regulations and rules that would ensure that campers would
maximize their experiences and also make certain that they stay
safe and out of trouble. For instance, the Municipal Council
increased areas for camping from 2,000 to 10,000 square-meters
and also closed the gap between camping sites to 50 square-
meters. Meanwhile, people seek to buy the necessary tools for

camping, making stops at places such as the Kaifan Co-op Society
for their purchases.

Indeed the number of campers of all ages is increasing and so
is the number of sales, said Director of Kaifan Co-op Salah Al-
Shehab to KUNA, noting that cooking appliances and food were
the most sought items on the list of customers along with other
necessities. With all put into perspective, the excitement of camp-
ing could only be expressed by those that head to the great wild.

Speaking about his experience, Mohammad Al-Ali said that
each year he would count the days for the camping season to
come to experience joy and happiness with friends and family.
However, camping is not all “sunshine and rainbows;” some peo-
ple drag negativity along with them by violating the rules while
setting camp or through their abusive behavior directed towards
other follow campers and nature, said Ali, who called for strict
rules to prevent problems from reoccurring. — KUNA

Global forum urges
youth action program

implementation
BAKU: The First Global Forum on Youth Policies culminated
in a final statement that urges stricter implementation of the
World Program of Action for the Youth, adopted by the UN
in 1995 on the tenth anniversary of International Youth Year.

The gathering, held in Baku, the capital city of Azerbaijan,
between October 28 and 30, highlighted the importance of
coordination of the national youth policies of the world
countries in order to promote exchange of information and
experience and develop common approach to the youth
policies.

The participants called for networking by the government
and non-government organizations in drawing up and
implementing the youth policies. They agreed to work for
ensuring equal chances for the youth to fulfill their aspira-
tions and “connect the dots between gender equality and
youth,” according to the statement.

“Nothing for youth, without youth” was the clarion call
emerging from the gathering of more than 700 youth policy-
makers and representatives of government and non-govern-
ment organizations from 121 countries.

The State of Kuwait was represented at the three-day
gathering by Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hmoud Al-
Sabah.

The global forum aimed to revise the global blueprint for
national youth policies provided by the World Program of
Action for Youth, develop a common understanding of the
needs for and rationales of systemic and cross-sectoral
approaches to youth policy, and build a common under-
standing of guiding principles for integrated youth policy
development.—KUNA

Kuwait’s camping season
‘the annual stress reliever’

KUWAIT: Campers prepare to return back to the desert starting from today. — KUNA 


