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KUWAIT: We condemn the unjustly
Israeli act of closing the Holy Aqsa
Mosque in the face of worshippers,
Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker and
Chairman of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union (AIPU) Marzouq Al-
Ghanim said yesterday.

In a press release, Ghanim said that
the international community, especially
the UN and major countries sponsoring
the Middle East peace process, should
stop such Israeli acts from reoccurring.

Preventing Muslims from entering
the holy shrine is a heinous violation to
Jerusalem’s holy status, Ghanim said,
stressing that Israel’s act was a clear
indication that the international com-
munity was turning a blind eye to the
situation.

Dangerous escalation
Meanwhile, Kuwait fiercely con-

demned Israel’s closing of Al-Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem to Muslim wor-
shippers earlier on Thursday.

These actions are a violation of

Muslim holy shrines and represent a
dangerous escalation that will lead to
further anxiety and an undermining of
the peace process in the region, a senior
Foreign Ministry source said.

The source urged the international
community - the Security Council in par-
ticular - to bear responsibility in putting
pressure on Israel to stop such actions,
to lift the siege on Al-Aqsa Mosque thus
reopening it to Muslim worshippers, and
to ensure Israel’s abidance with legiti-
mate international laws and compre-
hensive peace.

Palestinian’s right
Separately, Kuwait welcomes

Sweden’s decision to recognize
Palestine as an independent state, a sen-
ior Foreign Ministry source said.

The decision comes in line with legiti-
mate international laws and the Arab
Peace Initiative, and will increase the
opportunity for just and comprehensive
peace in the region that supports the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian peo-

ple, added the source.
Nations whom have not yet come to

recognize Palestinian statehood were
called on to do so right away, said the
source, who added that this would aid
peace, security and stability in the
region. — KUNA
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Security seminar urges
need to address threats
CAIRO: An Arab seminar warned of threats and challenges to
national security, along with the need to work to acknowledge
threats facing food and water security at its conclusion on
Thursday. In its final communiqué, the seminar urged the impor-
tance of working to find a new common and united Arab posi-
tion on the execution of national security agreements made at
past summits.

It called to revise and amend past pacts on the matter, in light
of recent developments, particularly the threat of terrorism.

Arab nations were also urged to cooperate in order to resolve
their internal dilemmas, and to put more emphasis on compre-
hensive sustainable development, particularly advancing human
development, education, social justice and maintaining the envi-
ronment. Attendees also stressed the importance of economic
integration in order to achieve comprehensive integration,
national security and an acknowledgement of threats to food
and water security. The talks also urged appropriate media cov-
erage of matters that touch upon capabilities on the matter in
the Arab world. The three-day event was attended by a large
number of experts in the field of national security.

Security challenges
Deputy Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly and Arab

Parliament Member Mubarak Al-Khurainej said meanwhile that
his country, who currently hold presidencies of the Arab and GCC
summits, makes great efforts to address security challenges fac-
ing the Arab world. Under His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait works to implement the res-
olutions of the Arab summits and promote Arab joint action, he
said after the seventh and last session of the seminar.

“In his capacity as chairman of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union, Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanim is
in close contact with the Arab lawmakers and politicians to fol-
low up the developments on the Arab arena,” he pointed out.

On the seminar, the Kuwaiti MP said it debated several securi-
ty, military, media, social, cultural and educational issues of com-
mon concern for the Arab countries.

“The seminar will have a positive impact on the development
of a common vision for protecting the Arab security and combat-
ing terrorism,” Khurainej said, noting that the Arab Parliament
and the national parliaments are working out mechanisms in this
regard. “The flashpoints in the Arab world, notably Syria, Iraq,
Yemen and Libya require reconsideration of the mechanisms of
the Arab solidarity in order to stabilize the region,” he affirmed.

The last session of the seminar focused on the educational
and social dimensions of the Arab security was chaired by head
of the Arab Parliament’s social and cultural affairs committee Dr
Nawal Al-Fa’ouri. Dr Mohammad Al-Romeihi, a Kuwaiti professor
of sociology, presented a paper on “the need of religious reform.”

Combat against IS
The three-day seminar resulted in recommendations for

implementing the resolution, adopted by the 142nd session of
the Arab League Ministerial Council here in September, on the
combat against the Islamic State (IS) and other terrorist organiza-
tions. Head of the Arab Parliament’s committee on political, for-
eign and national security affairs Sheikh Musallam Bin-Ali Al-
Me’shani said the resolution is crucial for addressing the Arab
security challenges.

He highlighted the need to implement the resolution in order
to protect the security, sovereignty, independence and territorial
safety of the Arab countries. “The dream of attaining Arab unity
has been distant over the last five decades; it has become far-
fetched due to the menace of extremism and terrorism looming
large in our communities,” Me’shani argued.

He noted that some the Middle East war of October 6, 1973,
had a great impact on the Arab unity and solidarity, and resulted
in a glorious victory against the Israeli war machine.

“However, the Zionist enemy, backed by some major powers,
was able to drive wedges among the Arab countries and the
Palestinian factions in a bid to nip in the bud the emergency of a
Palestinian state,” he regretted.  —KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait reaf-
firmed respect for human rights out of
belief in their crucial role in the
achievement of sustainable develop-
ment.

The Kuwaiti constitution and rele-
vant legislations ensure the maximum
degree of protection for human rights
and basic freedoms based on the UN
Charter, Kuwait’s diplomatic attaché
Alyaa Abdullah Al-Muzeini said on
Thursday.

She made the comments in an
address to the meeting of the UN
Social, Humanitarian and Cultural
(commonly known as the Third
Committee), being held on the side-
lines of the 69th session of the UN
General Assembly.

“The Kuwaiti government is work-
ing for promoting the culture of
human rights on all levels including
the educational one.

“In 2006, the Ministry of Education
introduced a subject on human rights
through a separate book that aimed
to teach schoolchildren the signifi-
cance of democracy and human
rights, as well as the roles of the con-
stitution and international organiza-
tions in projecting them. 

“The State of Kuwait believes in the
impact of human rights on the
improvement of the quality of life for
individuals and the society at large,”
Muzeini stressed.

She noted that Kuwait endorsed
several conventions on human rights,
including the International
Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Racial Discrimination; the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR); the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights; the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW); the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment; the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; and the
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities.

The current turmoil in several parts

of the world resulted mainly from vio-
lations of human rights, which pose a
threat to peace, security and develop-
ment and require urgent action by the
international community to curb
these violations, she went on.

Muzeini also called on the interna-
tional community to double efforts in
order to ensure delivery of humanitar-
ian aid to the people trapped in the
Syrian conflict and other parts of the
world. The State of Kuwait supports
the draft resolution of the Third
Committee on the situation of human
rights in Syria, she added. — KUNA
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