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Clashes after Israel 
reopens Aqsa mosque Max 30º

Min 20ºAbbas says closure ‘declaration of war’
JERUSALEM: Clashes erupted in the West
Bank yesterday after weekly prayers while
security forces deployed heavily around
Jerusalem’s flashpoint Al-Aqsa mosque which
reopened following the killing of a Palestinian
by police. Al-Aqsa, in the Old City, and adjacent
neighbourhoods have seen months of vio-
lence, and the mosque compound has been a
rallying point for Palestinian resistance to per-
ceived Jewish attempts to take control of it.

Jerusalem was relatively calm yesterday
a day after youths clashed with police fol-
lowing the shooting dead of Muataz Hijazi,
a Palestinian suspected of trying to murder
hardline Jewish rabbi Yehuda Glick, linked
to the tensions at  Al-Aqsa.  During the
unrest Thursday, Israel ordered a rare clo-
sure of the mosque compound, sacred to
both Musl ims and Jews,  but  the area
reopened yesterday.

Fearing unrest after Hijazi’s killing, hun-
dreds of additional police were deployed
around the Al-Aqsa mosque, restricting
entry for Muslim men to those over 50.
Prayers were more sparsely attended than
usual but held without incident, an AFP cor-
respondent said. Azzam Al-Khatib, head of

the Is lamic Waqf body which oversees
Jerusalem’s Muslim holy sites, gave a sharp
sermon at  Al-Aqsa,  cal l ing Thursday a
“black day” and a “catastrophe”. Shortly
afterwards, a handful of Palestinian youths
outside the Old City threw stones at police,
who quickly dispersed them, police spokes-
woman Luba Samri said in a statement.

In the West Bank about 300 Palestinians
threw stones at Israeli security forces at the
Qalandiya checkpoint  just  north of
Jerusalem. The Israelis responded with live
f i re  and rubber  bul lets  and wounded
around a dozen people, Palestinian security
sources and medics said. Jerusalem’s Old
City was teeming with additional police,
including many in riot gear, after an Israeli
clampdown on the compound.

The closure was the first for decades and
prompted a spokesman for Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas to condemn the
move as an Israeli “declaration of war”. The
resident imam at Abbas’ headquarters in
Ramallah echoed the president’s words, say-
ing the closure had been a “declaration of
war ... to Muslims across the world” and call-
ing for people to “defend” Al-Aqsa.  — AFP

JERUSALEM: Israeli security forces stand guard as Palestinian worshippers perform
Friday prayers in a street outside the Old City following restrictions by Israeli police to
allow entry only to Muslim men over 50 to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound.— AFP 

OUAGADOUGOU: Burkina Faso’s embattled
President Blaise Compaore announced yester-
day that he was stepping down to make way
for elections after a violent uprising against his
27-year rule. His resignation came as tens of
thousands of protesters demanded that he
quit immediately after a day of unrest that saw
mass demonstrations, with protesters storm-
ing and setting fire to parliament. Observers
have drawn a parallel between the protests
and the Arab Spring, while the situation is
being closely watched across Africa, where at
least four heads-of-state are pushing constitu-
tional change to cling to power.

“In order to preserve the democratic gains,
as well as social peace... I declare a power vac-
uum to allow the establishment of a transition
leading to free and fair elections within a max-
imum of 90 days,” Compaore said in a state-
ment read on local television. Army chief
Navere Honore Traore said he would take
power “in line with constitutional measures”, a
move which will prove hugely unpopular with
the protesters, who see him as a close ally of
Compaore. “We do not want General Traore in
power. We need someone credible. Traore is
Blaise Compaore’s henchman,” said Monou
Tapsoaba, an activist with the opposition
People’s Movement for Progress.

A French diplomatic source who wished to
remain anonymous said Compaore had left
the capital Ouagadougou and fled south,
although he was still in the country. The presi-
dent had initially rejected calls to resign,
prompting the demonstrators to gather out-
side the city’s military headquarters, chanting:
“Blaise, get out!”

France’s President Francois Hollande
vowed that Paris would “contribute to calm-
ing” the situation in its former colony, adding
that he was sure Compaore would “take the
right decision in the coming hours to achieve
the calm necessary”. The EU called for the peo-
ple of Burkina Faso to have the final say in
who rules their country.  — AFP

Burkina president ousted

Blaise Compaore

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Criminal detectives solved the mys-
tery of the killing of a Pakistani in Sulaibikhat by
identifying four Egyptian suspects in the case.
The suspects confessed they entered the crime
scene, tied up the victim and bludgeoned him
to death with a hammer in order to steal the
steel at the site. They told the police where the

hammer was, and the victim’s mobile was also
found. The suspects also reenacted the crime
with the role played by each of them. They said
five other suspects, also Egyptian, were
involved in the theft. The suspects stole 18 bun-
dles of steel rods weighing 36 tons, and later
sold it for KD 5,400. The money and steel were
confiscated, and the suspects, money and steel
rods were sent to concerned authorities.  

Gang arrested over
killing, steel theft
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KUWAIT: We condemn the unjustly
Israeli act of closing the Holy Aqsa
Mosque in the face of worshippers,
Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker and
Chairman of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union (AIPU) Marzouq Al-
Ghanim said yesterday.

In a press release, Ghanim said that
the international community, especially
the UN and major countries sponsoring
the Middle East peace process, should
stop such Israeli acts from reoccurring.

Preventing Muslims from entering
the holy shrine is a heinous violation to
Jerusalem’s holy status, Ghanim said,
stressing that Israel’s act was a clear
indication that the international com-
munity was turning a blind eye to the
situation.

Dangerous escalation
Meanwhile, Kuwait fiercely con-

demned Israel’s closing of Al-Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem to Muslim wor-
shippers earlier on Thursday.

These actions are a violation of

Muslim holy shrines and represent a
dangerous escalation that will lead to
further anxiety and an undermining of
the peace process in the region, a senior
Foreign Ministry source said.

The source urged the international
community - the Security Council in par-
ticular - to bear responsibility in putting
pressure on Israel to stop such actions,
to lift the siege on Al-Aqsa Mosque thus
reopening it to Muslim worshippers, and
to ensure Israel’s abidance with legiti-
mate international laws and compre-
hensive peace.

Palestinian’s right
Separately, Kuwait welcomes

Sweden’s decision to recognize
Palestine as an independent state, a sen-
ior Foreign Ministry source said.

The decision comes in line with legiti-
mate international laws and the Arab
Peace Initiative, and will increase the
opportunity for just and comprehensive
peace in the region that supports the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian peo-

ple, added the source.
Nations whom have not yet come to

recognize Palestinian statehood were
called on to do so right away, said the
source, who added that this would aid
peace, security and stability in the
region. — KUNA

Speaker condemns
Aqsa Mosque closing

Kuwait welcomes Sweden’s decision to recognize Palestine

Marzouq Al-Ghanim

Security seminar urges
need to address threats
CAIRO: An Arab seminar warned of threats and challenges to
national security, along with the need to work to acknowledge
threats facing food and water security at its conclusion on
Thursday. In its final communiqué, the seminar urged the impor-
tance of working to find a new common and united Arab posi-
tion on the execution of national security agreements made at
past summits.

It called to revise and amend past pacts on the matter, in light
of recent developments, particularly the threat of terrorism.

Arab nations were also urged to cooperate in order to resolve
their internal dilemmas, and to put more emphasis on compre-
hensive sustainable development, particularly advancing human
development, education, social justice and maintaining the envi-
ronment. Attendees also stressed the importance of economic
integration in order to achieve comprehensive integration,
national security and an acknowledgement of threats to food
and water security. The talks also urged appropriate media cov-
erage of matters that touch upon capabilities on the matter in
the Arab world. The three-day event was attended by a large
number of experts in the field of national security.

Security challenges
Deputy Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly and Arab

Parliament Member Mubarak Al-Khurainej said meanwhile that
his country, who currently hold presidencies of the Arab and GCC
summits, makes great efforts to address security challenges fac-
ing the Arab world. Under His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait works to implement the res-
olutions of the Arab summits and promote Arab joint action, he
said after the seventh and last session of the seminar.

“In his capacity as chairman of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union, Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanim is
in close contact with the Arab lawmakers and politicians to fol-
low up the developments on the Arab arena,” he pointed out.

On the seminar, the Kuwaiti MP said it debated several securi-
ty, military, media, social, cultural and educational issues of com-
mon concern for the Arab countries.

“The seminar will have a positive impact on the development
of a common vision for protecting the Arab security and combat-
ing terrorism,” Khurainej said, noting that the Arab Parliament
and the national parliaments are working out mechanisms in this
regard. “The flashpoints in the Arab world, notably Syria, Iraq,
Yemen and Libya require reconsideration of the mechanisms of
the Arab solidarity in order to stabilize the region,” he affirmed.

The last session of the seminar focused on the educational
and social dimensions of the Arab security was chaired by head
of the Arab Parliament’s social and cultural affairs committee Dr
Nawal Al-Fa’ouri. Dr Mohammad Al-Romeihi, a Kuwaiti professor
of sociology, presented a paper on “the need of religious reform.”

Combat against IS
The three-day seminar resulted in recommendations for

implementing the resolution, adopted by the 142nd session of
the Arab League Ministerial Council here in September, on the
combat against the Islamic State (IS) and other terrorist organiza-
tions. Head of the Arab Parliament’s committee on political, for-
eign and national security affairs Sheikh Musallam Bin-Ali Al-
Me’shani said the resolution is crucial for addressing the Arab
security challenges.

He highlighted the need to implement the resolution in order
to protect the security, sovereignty, independence and territorial
safety of the Arab countries. “The dream of attaining Arab unity
has been distant over the last five decades; it has become far-
fetched due to the menace of extremism and terrorism looming
large in our communities,” Me’shani argued.

He noted that some the Middle East war of October 6, 1973,
had a great impact on the Arab unity and solidarity, and resulted
in a glorious victory against the Israeli war machine.

“However, the Zionist enemy, backed by some major powers,
was able to drive wedges among the Arab countries and the
Palestinian factions in a bid to nip in the bud the emergency of a
Palestinian state,” he regretted.  —KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait reaf-
firmed respect for human rights out of
belief in their crucial role in the
achievement of sustainable develop-
ment.

The Kuwaiti constitution and rele-
vant legislations ensure the maximum
degree of protection for human rights
and basic freedoms based on the UN
Charter, Kuwait’s diplomatic attaché
Alyaa Abdullah Al-Muzeini said on
Thursday.

She made the comments in an
address to the meeting of the UN
Social, Humanitarian and Cultural
(commonly known as the Third
Committee), being held on the side-
lines of the 69th session of the UN
General Assembly.

“The Kuwaiti government is work-
ing for promoting the culture of
human rights on all levels including
the educational one.

“In 2006, the Ministry of Education
introduced a subject on human rights
through a separate book that aimed
to teach schoolchildren the signifi-
cance of democracy and human
rights, as well as the roles of the con-
stitution and international organiza-
tions in projecting them. 

“The State of Kuwait believes in the
impact of human rights on the
improvement of the quality of life for
individuals and the society at large,”
Muzeini stressed.

She noted that Kuwait endorsed
several conventions on human rights,
including the International
Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Racial Discrimination; the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR); the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights; the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW); the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment; the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; and the
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities.

The current turmoil in several parts

of the world resulted mainly from vio-
lations of human rights, which pose a
threat to peace, security and develop-
ment and require urgent action by the
international community to curb
these violations, she went on.

Muzeini also called on the interna-
tional community to double efforts in
order to ensure delivery of humanitar-
ian aid to the people trapped in the
Syrian conflict and other parts of the
world. The State of Kuwait supports
the draft resolution of the Third
Committee on the situation of human
rights in Syria, she added. — KUNA

Mubarak Al-Khurainej

Kuwait prioritizes protection
of human rights: Envoy

Alyaa Al-Muzeini



By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Training Gate International (TGI) held a press confer-
ence on Thursday at the Arab Media Forum headquarters to
launch the media campaign for Kuwait’s fifth annual convention
on the occasion of the International Day for Persons with
Disabilities, which will be held on Dec 1-3, 2014 at Arraya
Ballroom. 

Kifayah Al-Alban, TGI Founder and General Manager,
expressed her pleasure to organize this event for the fifth consec-
utive year. “The observance of the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities is held annually on the third of December since
its adoption by the United Nations General Assembly in 1982. Our
convention will be following the UN international theme for 2014:
Sustainable Development: The Promise of Technology,” she not-
ed. “We are honored to get the blessing of Humanitarian Leader
HH the Amir to sponsor this event as part of Kuwait’s interaction
with international activities that would raise the name of our
country. This is in addition to highlighting Kuwait’s role in sup-
porting development programs for people with disabilities,”
added Alban. 

Nora Al-Othman, Co-Founder and Deputy General Manager of
TGI, said the 3-day event will include 36 workshops that will be
presented by major international disability experts from the
United States. “The workshops will focus on issues such as Special
Education Leadership, Severe/Profound Disabilities, Autism,
Down’s syndrome, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD), and Learning Disability (LD),”she said. She added that
with the expertise and energy of the invited specialists, it will be
possible to bring a wide variety of timely presentations to
improve understanding, programs and services for people with
disabilities in Kuwait.

Special education
According to Othman, TGI takes highest consideration to pro-

vide training for special education school personnel on effective
skills and strategies in teaching students with disabilities, as well as
training parents and families of people with disabilities on skills
that ease their lives. “The workshops will cover 6 major areas in the
lives of persons with disabilities, starting with early identification
up to the school and family support systems, use of assistive tech-

nology, work empowerment and independent living,” she pointed
out. 

Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi, Official Representative of TGI and
Representative of Youth with Disabilities, stated that what makes
their convention very unique is that youth with disabilities will be
the main speakers about their own issues. “The convention will
include open forums that will give youth with disabilities the oppor-
tunity to lobby decision-makers for their rights under Kuwaiti law
8/2010 for the rights of persons with disabilities in a discussion pan-
el format. The open forums will cover areas that are important for
every citizen - education, employment, development, health, media,
and youth and sports,” he said.

Mutairi mentioned that the convention will also include motiva-
tional talks by outstanding youth with disabilities in the evenings of
Dec 1 and 2. “The purpose of these motivational and inspirational
talks is to promote human values, self-development and positive
thinking among young people through the speakers’ real life sto-
ries,” he said.

Alban concluded the press conference by highlighting the
importance of cooperation of individuals and institutions in both
the public and private sectors to support this important work for our
humanity. She also mentioned that the convention will be handled
by five teams consisting of energized volunteers who are character-
ized by kindness and giving. 

L O C A L
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Disabilities convention set for next month
Media campaign underway

KUWAIT: (From left) Nora Al-Othman, Kifayah Al-Alban, and Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi at the press conference. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: When Summer is long gone and over and temperatures
go down, people in Kuwait seek the solace of the desert for their
annual stress relief experience of camping, which takes them
away from their daily routines and problems.

From November till March, people head to the desert to expe-
rience the fair-weather, plantation, and outside activities that
they dare not approach during the scorching heat of the Summer.

And with the advent of the camping season, campers and
authorities alike start their respective preparations.

On the organizing part, the Municipality of Kuwait started issu-
ing regulations and rules that would ensure that campers would
maximize their experiences and also make certain that they stay
safe and out of trouble. For instance, the Municipal Council
increased areas for camping from 2,000 to 10,000 square-meters
and also closed the gap between camping sites to 50 square-
meters. Meanwhile, people seek to buy the necessary tools for

camping, making stops at places such as the Kaifan Co-op Society
for their purchases.

Indeed the number of campers of all ages is increasing and so
is the number of sales, said Director of Kaifan Co-op Salah Al-
Shehab to KUNA, noting that cooking appliances and food were
the most sought items on the list of customers along with other
necessities. With all put into perspective, the excitement of camp-
ing could only be expressed by those that head to the great wild.

Speaking about his experience, Mohammad Al-Ali said that
each year he would count the days for the camping season to
come to experience joy and happiness with friends and family.
However, camping is not all “sunshine and rainbows;” some peo-
ple drag negativity along with them by violating the rules while
setting camp or through their abusive behavior directed towards
other follow campers and nature, said Ali, who called for strict
rules to prevent problems from reoccurring. — KUNA

Global forum urges
youth action program

implementation
BAKU: The First Global Forum on Youth Policies culminated
in a final statement that urges stricter implementation of the
World Program of Action for the Youth, adopted by the UN
in 1995 on the tenth anniversary of International Youth Year.

The gathering, held in Baku, the capital city of Azerbaijan,
between October 28 and 30, highlighted the importance of
coordination of the national youth policies of the world
countries in order to promote exchange of information and
experience and develop common approach to the youth
policies.

The participants called for networking by the government
and non-government organizations in drawing up and
implementing the youth policies. They agreed to work for
ensuring equal chances for the youth to fulfill their aspira-
tions and “connect the dots between gender equality and
youth,” according to the statement.

“Nothing for youth, without youth” was the clarion call
emerging from the gathering of more than 700 youth policy-
makers and representatives of government and non-govern-
ment organizations from 121 countries.

The State of Kuwait was represented at the three-day
gathering by Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hmoud Al-
Sabah.

The global forum aimed to revise the global blueprint for
national youth policies provided by the World Program of
Action for Youth, develop a common understanding of the
needs for and rationales of systemic and cross-sectoral
approaches to youth policy, and build a common under-
standing of guiding principles for integrated youth policy
development.—KUNA

Kuwait’s camping season
‘the annual stress reliever’

KUWAIT: Campers prepare to return back to the desert starting from today. — KUNA 
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Crime
R e p o r t

KUWAIT: An officer at Mubarak Al-Kabeer police station
will be questioned for releasing without bail a citizen
accused of stealing luxury cars and presenting them to his
girlfriend.

Former minister reports theft
The electric generator of a former minister which he left

in an open area in Granada was stolen. He told Sulaibkhat
police that the generator is huge and operates on diesel
fuel.

Policeman charged
A traffic policeman at Jahra traffic department did not

honor the law as he was arrested with his friend while
“showing off” with their cars and endangering the lives of
passers-by in Amghara industrial area. Police patrols saw
the two cars driven recklessly, and the drivers did not care
about the law and safety of others, so they were arrested.

Drug possession
Farwaniya police arrested a Saudi and a Syrian in

Andalus with shabu and other drugs in addition to a coun-
terfeit KD 20 note.

Harasser caught
Abdallah Al-Salem police arrested a man who

harassed a girl on “Love Street” and sprayed her with
insecticide. Police found pictures of military clothes
and equipment. The girl said that she rejected the
man’s advances, so he forced her to stop, then beat her
and sprayed her with insecticide before escaping. He
was immediately arrested after the victim gave police
his license plate number.

Airport employee insulted
Airport security forces arrested a citizen for insulting

an employee upon his arrival from a Gulf country, as he
by-passed his turn at the passport control counter. He
was found to be under treatment at the psychiatric
hospital.

Driver beaten up
Two young men beat an Indian and stole the car he

drives from the house of a citizen in Saad Al-Abdullah
area.

Man hurt in fight
A citizen was targeted by a gunshot while his

bedoon friend was stabbed by two compatriots who
are being sought by police. The citizen dodged the bul-
let and was not hurt, but the bedoon was stabbed in
his chest. — Al-Rai and Al-Watan

Officer questioned
over suspect’s release

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A carnival was organized yes-
terday at Al-Corniche Club complete with
various family entertainment for children
suffering from cancer. Nancy Georsy and
Pooja Menon, marketing executives of
the Al-Corniche Club, happily received
visitors from 10 am-6 pm. Activit ies
enjoyed by kids included dancing, volley-

ball, football, rugby, zipwire kayak and
many more. Parents also enjoyed various
products displayed by companies like
jewelries, watches, precious stones as
well as information from the Real Estate
Company (Square Meter Estate) that
sponsored the event. “The objective is to
raise money for the children’s hospital for
cancer patients. We want to color the life
of children suffering in the hospital and

we are doing this for them. What we do is
we decorate, paint and buy toys for chil-
dren,” she said. 

The colorful event had a Halloween
theme, so the atmosphere was creepy
but cheerful. “We are supporting this
event because their objectives are to help
kids with cancer. This is a very good thing
to do and we are happy to be part of it,”
said Hassan Mahamood of SQM. 

Corniche Club organizes 
carnival for cancer patients

KUWAIT: An entertainer performs at the carnival. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Minister meets with
GCC chiefs of staff

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah met yesterday with chiefs of staff in
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, a statement issued
by the Moral Guidance Department in the General Staff  head-
quarters of the Kuwaiti Army said.

The meeting dealt primarily with topics of discussion being
reviewed at the on-going discourse of the 12th consultative
meeting of the supreme military committee of the GCC, head-
ed by Kuwait’s Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen Mohammad Khaled
Al-Khuder who attended yesterday’s meeting with the minis-
ter. The meeting is aimed at strengthening joint military
actions and achieving greater coordination between the
armed forces of the GCC so as to translate the directives of the
GCC leaders.— KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Tips relayed by Kuwait’s Drugs
Control General Department to UAE
authorities led to the prevention of
flooding GCC member countries with
4.5 million narcotic tablets. A security
source said Acting Director General of
DCGD Maj Gen Saleh Al-Ghannam
received information about a Syrian and
a Lebanese dealing in drugs, so a team
was formed to work on the case, and
they were arrested. They said they had
distributed large quantities of drugs,
and that two shipments were on the
way to the UAE. 

Lt Col Mohammad Qabazard went to
the UAE and informed authorities there
about the shipment. Two trucks were
searched - one did not have any drugs,
while the other was loaded with wood
and the drugs. Authorities found the
shipment belongs to an ex-convict who
was placed under surveillance, before
storming his house and arresting him.
He told them he had a partner, who was
also arrested.

Meanwhile, Deputy Premier and

Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled received a call  from UAE’s
Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Lt
Gen Sheikh Saif bin Zayed to thank him
for the security information Kuwait’s
Interior Ministry gave them, resulting in
foiling the drug smuggling attempt.

Documents stolen
A citizen told Meidan Hawally police

that her passport, nationality certificate
and divorce documents were stolen
from her house. Investigations are ongo-
ing.

Rapists at large
A 23-year-old man told police that

three persons kidnapped and raped him
in a building under construction in
Bayan area. A case was filed in search for
the suspects.

Auto theft
A citizen said an unknown person

broke into his car and drove away with
it, adding that KD 4000 and nearly 60
invoices were inside the vehicle. A case
was filed.

Kuwait, UAE police thwart
major smuggling plot

Gitmo detainee
released soon

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti detainee at
Guantanamo detention center
Fawzi Al-Awdha will be released
soon, said Khaled Al-Mughamis,
advisor at the office of First
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ambassador
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah. He added that a security
delegation will  head to
Washington very soon to receive
him.

Meanwhile, Khaled Al-Awdha,
the Chairman of the Popular
Committee of Families of
Guantanamo Detainees said: “we
are anticipating the day of
Fawzi’s release very soon,”
adding that preparations for his
release are ongoing. —Al-Anba
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Bloody independence war 
defines modern Algeria

Alawites paying heavy 
price as they bury sons

JERUSALEM: Fourteen-year-old Hisham, who was born around
the start of the second Palestinian intifada, dreams of a new upris-
ing so he can play his part in “defending” Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa
mosque. Al-Aqsa, situated in the heart of Jerusalem’s Old City, is
the buzzword for Hisham and his contemporaries - most of whom
refuse to give their real or full names - since it once again became
the focal point of the intractable Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The
Al-Aqsa mosque compound, the third holiest site in Islam and
Judaism’s holiest - known to Jews as the Temple Mount - repre-
sents for Palestinian youngsters the Israeli occupation and the
oppression it brings.

For Hisham, who peers with hazel eyes from beneath his grey
hooded sweatshirt, the increasing number of Jewish visits to the
site is the same thing as the more and more frequent arrest raids
by Israeli security forces around his home in Shuafat refugee
camp of annexed east Jerusalem. “At 3:00 am, the soldiers come
into the camp, impose a curfew, search the area, and then break
and enter” into the houses of their targets. “We’re used to it. All
the young people go in and out of prison on a regular basis.”

Hisham recently spent his first stint in prison - a week for tak-
ing part in clashes with security forces - and will be tried within a
month. Twenty-year-old Mohammed, who has just spent four
months in prison, said his incarceration would not deter him.
“There’s no peace in Jerusalem. It’s an intifada,” he said. “I’m ready
to go back and confront the Israeli soldiers. I can’t bear seeing

(Jewish) settlers on the (Al-Aqsa) mosque compound, when
Muslims aren’t allowed in.”

Israel often blocks access to the site to Palestinian men under
the age of 50, in security measures designed to avoid constant
tension boiling over into clashes, which are frequent. On
Thursday, Israel shut the Al-Aqsa compound, promising to reopen
it overnight, after clashes in east Jerusalem where police killed a
Palestinian accused of trying to murder a hardline rabbi.

‘Religious Conflict’ 
Social worker Wael Mahmud said the reasons for the anger are

deep-seated, rooted in the perceived takeover of Arab areas of
east Jerusalem by hardline Jewish settlers, and the alleged com-
plicity of authorities. Of some 200,000 Israelis in east Jerusalem,
mostly in Jewish-only settlement blocs, around 2,000 settlers live
in the middle of Palestinian neighbourhoods. A recent takeover of
several properties in the flashpoint Silwan neighbourhood saw
settlers move into 25 Palestinian-owned apartments. Around
300,000 Palestinians live in east Jerusalem.

“Pressure has been mounting for years. Unemployment
among young people is high and even those working find it diffi-
cult to cope with high living costs,” Mahmud said.  Mahmud has
been trying to negotiate with Israeli forces to maintain access to
his east Jerusalem neighbourhood of Issawiya - 25,000 inhabi-
tants - saying a lockdown could cause an explosion of violence.

Salah, a 23-year-old Issawiya resident, said he does “not believe in
dialogue or peaceful solutions” as espoused by Mahmud. “Israel
wants to kick Palestinians out of Jerusalem. It’s a religious, demo-
graphic conflict and they attack houses and now Al-Aqsa. Munzer
Taleb, a leader of the Shuafat refugee camp scouts, said the
Israelis “want to control us, force us to have biometric identity
cards, and they’re setting up more checkpoints.”

‘Only God on our Side’ 
And the ritual, daily humiliation of passing through check-

points, being searched and sometimes abused, quickly begins to
take its toll. Abu Mussa, a scout, was recently roughed up at a
checkpoint. “You have to be totally submissive, like a sheep, not
to have problems with them (Israeli soldiers),” he said. No one
stands up for the Palestinians, said Abu Mussa - “neither the Israeli
courts, nor any Palestinian institutions. We only have God on our
side”.

The latest violence in east Jerusalem has been building up for
months. Early in the summer, Jewish extremists burned alive
Palestinian teenager Mohammed Abu Khder in revenge for the
killing of three Israeli teenagers in the West Bank. Then a 50-day
war in Gaza between Israel and Hamas killed nearly 2,200
Palestinians, almost a quarter of them children, as east Jerusalem
erupted in protest. “Children grow up scared of being the next
Abu Khder,” said Mahmud. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: Palestinian medics carry a man injured in clashes with Israeli troops at the Qalandia checkpoint near this West Bank city yesterday. — AP 

Jerusalem youths ready for intifada
Reasons for anger are deep-seated
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TARTOUS, Syria: In this Oct 28, 2014 photo, residents walk past posters of slain Syrian soldiers and a poster of Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad (left) pasted on a wall on a main street in this city, the capital of a coastal province in Syria. —AP 

DWEIR SHEIKH SAAD, Syria: The posters
of slain Syrian soldiers, put up by families
to commemorate their sons killed in the
fight against rebels, are plastered on walls
throughout the coastal province of
Tartous, forming impromptu murals of
death that illustrate the price supporters
of President Bashar Al-Assad are paying to
defend his rule. The khaki-clad men often
pose with guns, with Assad’s image often
imposed above the slain soldier.

For government supporters, Assad is
synonymous with Syria itself, particularly
in Tartous, a scenic Mediterranean port
that is majority Alawite, an offshoot of
Shiite Islam that is the faith of Assad’s fam-
ily. For Syria’s Alawite minority, there is no
other way out but to back the president,
despite rumblings of dissent. Rebels often
indiscriminately target Alawites because
they are seen as the firmest pillar of
Assad’s rule - and because extremists
among the rebels consider them heretics.

More soldiers have been killed from
Tartous than any other region in Syria in
the fighting to quell the armed rebellion
seeking to topple Assad, now in its fourth
year. “This is the price we must pay for the
country,” said Ramadan Haidar, whose 23-
year-old son Mahmoud was killed fighting
in northern Syria. “Because if the country
doesn’t regain its sovereignty, then I have
lost my son and my home.”

It’s unlikely that need for the sons of
Tartous will ease, with the government
seemingly desperate for soldiers as the
conflict grinds on. Some 4,000 soldiers
from Tartous have been killed in the war,
according to a Syrian official who spoke on
condition of anonymity because he wasn’t
authorized to speak to media. The death
toll forms some 10 percent of the estimat-
ed 40,400 soldiers killed, even though

Tartous’ population is fewer than a million
people - less than one-twentieth of Syria’s
pre-war population of 23 million. Alawites
form some 13 percent of Syria’s popula-
tion, concentrated in the coastal provinces
and the central city of Homs.

They are not the only ones to die in the
fighting. Syria’s army represents the sec-
tarian makeup of the country: It is largely
Sunni Muslim, fighting mostly Sunni
Muslim rebels. But Alawite troops are the
most trusted by leadership. School teacher
Haidar’s son Mahmoud was killed two
years ago in a suicide bombing. The family
home in the town of Dweir Sheikh Saad in
Tartous province is now a memorial for the
young man, strung with photos of
Mahmoud in his army uniform, with his
girlfriend, with his two sisters.

Haidar’s wife Ibtisam, 43, stashed away
her son’s belongings, including red love-
heart cushions his girlfriend gave him. She
wore a necklace with a pendant of
Mahmoud’s face, often clutching it as she
described her pride in her son for joining
the Syrian army. “He was sacrificed for the
homeland,” she said, smiling. “He is in my
heart. I talk to him and it makes me feel
better,” she said.

The town, nestled amid olive groves,
has lost 34 men so far,  said mayor
Mohammed Shaban. Reflecting a broader
trend, Shaban said most of the men were
killed in the past two years, mostly by the
Al-Qaeda-linked Nusra Front and in mass
killings perpetrated by the extremist
Islamic State group as they seized a string
of military bases in the country’s north-
east. Among the massacres was the killing
of more than 150 government troops cap-
tured when the militants took the Tabqa
base in Raqqa province, in August. The
militants stripped the soldiers to their

underwear and forced to run through the
desert before they were shot.

“We can’t live with them. We are fight-
ing ignorance and terrorism” said Issa
Mariam, 54, whose son Abdullah was killed
two years ago fighting in Aleppo. Posters
of Abdullah, 25, were plastered around the
house, alongside his framed death certifi-
cate. His mother also bore a gold pendant
bearing Abdullah’s image.

Growing Resentment
There appears to be growing resent-

ment toward Assad, particularly after the
mass killings by militants. Some families
say they felt their sons were sacrificed for
the survival of one family. But as Islamic
militants become more powerful, many
Syrians see little choice - better Assad’s
rule than the extremists. An aid worker
who works closely with Syrian officials said
because the fate of Alawites was tied with
Assad’s rule, some were demanding the
government pound rebel areas harder. “If
anything, their critique of Bashar is that he
is too weak, so they would rather have a
hardline guy in power,” said the aid work-
er, who requested anonymity because he
wasn’t meant to speak to reporters.

A demonstration in early October in
an Alawite-dominated neighborhood of
the central Syrian city of Homs may be
instructive. After twin bombings killed 25
children there, hundreds of Assad sup-
porters held a rare protest, accusing the
Homs governor of not doing enough to
stop rebel attacks on their neighborhood.
Haidar, the school teacher who lost his
soldier son, suggested there was weari-
ness. “Certain provinces are motivated to
go to the army, and perhaps they are
affected more,” Haidar said, referring to
Tartous.—AP 

Alawites paying heavy 
price as they bury sons

Assad regime desperate for soldiers

SURUC/BAGHDAD: US-led air strikes hit Islamic State positions
around the Syrian border town of Kobane yesterday in an apparent
bid to pave the way for heavily-armed Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga
forces to enter from neighbouring Turkey. The predominantly
Kurdish town, besieged for more than 40 days, has become the
focus of a global war against the Sunni Muslim insurgents, who
have captured expanses of Iraq and Syria and declared an Islamic
“caliphate” straddling the two.

Its fighters have killed or driven away Shiites, Christians and oth-
er communities who do not share their ultra-radical brand of Sunni
Islam. They executed at least 220 Iraqis in retaliation against opposi-
tion to their takeover of territory west of Baghdad this week. The
siege of Kobane, known in Arabic as Ayn al-Arab, has turned into a
test of the US-led coalition’s ability to stop Islamic State’s advance,
with weeks of air strikes so far failing to break the insurgents’ stran-
glehold.

The arrival of the Iraqi Kurdish forces, known as peshmerga,
would be the first time Turkey has allowed ground troops from out-
side Syria to reach the border town to reinforce Syrian Kurds who
have been defending it for weeks. Kobane’s defenders, outgunned
by the militants, are hoping the arrival of peshmerga from Iraq’s
Kurdistan region, with badly-needed weapons including cannon
and truck-mounted machine-guns, will help them turn the tide.

An advance guard of 10 peshmerga briefly entered Kobane on
Thursday to discuss a joint strategy with leaders of the YPG, the
main Syrian Kurdish armed group defending the town. Armoured
vehicles came and went from a former cotton processing ware-
house near the Turkish border town of Suruc on Friday, where the
wider contingent of around 150 peshmerga fighters were preparing
for their deployment. Tankers from the convoy emerged from the
compound, guarded by Turkish security forces, to fill up at a local
fuel station.

Massacre
In Iraq, government forces and Kurds have made gains against

Islamic State in the north in recent weeks, but the US air strikes have
failed to stop the militants from advancing in Anbar province, a vast
western region including the Euphrates river valley from the Syrian
border to Baghdad’s outskirts. This week’s execution of more than
220 tribesmen who resisted the group’s advance in the Euphrates
valley appears to be the worst mass killing of fellow Sunnis by a
group previously known for massacring Shiites and non-Muslims.

At least 220 bodies of men from the Albu Nimr tribe, seized by
Islamic State days earlier, were found in mass graves in recent days.
They had been shot at close range. Many of Iraq’s Sunnis supported
Islamic State as it advanced through the country, seeing the fighters
as protectors from the Shiite-led government in Baghdad.
Washington hopes that tribes can be persuaded to switch sides and
help the Baghdad government fight against the militants, as they
did in Anbar during the 2006-2007 “surge” campaign, the bloodiest
phase of the US occupation of Iraq.  But so far, tribes that resist
Islamic State have faced harsh retribution while complaining of
scant support from Baghdad.

Iraq’s most senior Shiite cleric called on the government yester-
day to rush to their aid. “What is required from the Iraqi government
... is to offer quick support to the sons of this tribe and other tribes
that are fighting Daesh (Islamic State) terrorists,” Grand Ayatollah Ali
Al-Sistani said, in an address read out by an aide in the holy city of
Karbala after Friday prayers.—Reuters 

Kobane pounded 
as peshmerga 

prepare to enter

SURUC, Turkey: A man rides a motorcycle past Turkish
troops guarding Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga soldiers prior to
their departure to the Syrian city of Kobane, outside a
staging area on the outskirts of this town near the Turkey-
Syria border yesterday. —AP 
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MOSCOW: Swept along by the excitement as the Berlin
Wall was torn down, former top Soviet officials now say,
25 years on, they feel stabbed in the back by the West.
Igor Maximychev watched with trepidation from the
Soviet embassy in Berlin as East Germans streamed
towards the Wall the night it came down. “I heard their
footsteps and above all I feared that I would hear shoot-
ing,” the former advisor to the Soviet ambassador, now
82, told AFP. “But there weren’t any shots. And then there
wasn’t a border anymore either,” he said, recalling events
on Nov 9, 1989.

Anatoly Chernyaev was a foreign policy advisor to the
last Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev during the heady
years of “perestroika” and “glasnost” introduced by
Gorbachev after coming to power in 1985. After decades
of bitter enmity during the Cold War, East-West relations
gradually turned around under these policies of reform
and transparency. When Gorbachev refused to intervene

militarily as the Communist bloc crumbled across Eastern
Europe, ties “above all with the American leadership” rap-
idly became “personal even friendly,” said Chernyaev,
now 95. “With the fall of the Berlin Wall it became clear
that this process had became irreversible,” he told AFP. “It
was a period of general euphoria.”

Western Promises 
The Wall’s collapse ushered in the end of communist

East Germany and the country’s reunification the follow-
ing October. But the other events that followed - the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the expansion of
NATO to the east - now cast a long shadow over the
memory of those momentous times.  “The reunification
of Germany was a logical step but it was done on the
condition that the USSR would participate in the new
European order and NATO would not move closer to our
border,” said the former diplomat Maximychev.

“Gorbachev set those conditions himself and the
Western leaders assured him that was the case,” he
recalls. “Unfortunately he never signed any concrete
deals about this.”

Western leaders from the period have consistently
rejected claims that they ever struck a deal with the
Kremlin, and say no deal was ever broken. Now looking
back, for Maximychev it was “a period of grand illusions”
when leaders in Moscow “took the West at its word”.  In
the intervening years, the US-led NATO alliance has
incorporated 12 countries from the former Soviet bloc.

More painful though is the current crisis over Ukraine.
Accusations that Moscow is meddling in its ex-Soviet
neighbour have sent East-West ties to their lowest since
the Cold War. A newly emboldened Russia under
President Vladimir Putin, in part, says it is correcting the
errors of the past and the alleged broken promises made
by West when Communism fell.  —AFP

Gorbachev allies still feel betrayed by West

ALGIERS: Sixty years on, the war of independence from France
remains a defining moment for Algeria and its elite, like 79-year-old
Zohra Drif, a senator who once set off a bomb that left three people
dead. On the night of Nov 1, 1954, known as “Toussaint Rouge” (Red
All Saints Day) because it coincided with the Catholic festival, some 30
explosions rocked government targets in the colony which had been
under French occupation for 132 years, leaving seven people dead.
“When my brother arrived with the newspapers, he was shouting
‘Tartgou-ha!  Tartgou-ha!’ (It’s started!),” Drif, now deputy speaker of
the Algerian upper house, told AFP. “We understood straight away. It
was the start of the revolution,” she said.

At the time, Drif was a law student living with her younger brother
and parents in Vialar, 280 km southwest of Algiers. “Not only were we
not surprised, but right away we said it was the start of the revolu-
tion,” the senator recalled, seated in her office facing the port of
Algiers. The teenager’s only thought was to join the revolutionaries,
but “it took us a year and a half to be accepted into the National
Liberation Front (FLN)” fighting the colonial power, she said. She
underwent secret training with instructors whose names were never
used and was then tasked with helping families of FLN fighters who
had gone underground or been killed in action. Drif was eager to join
the fighters and argued that with her European looks she aroused less
suspicion in target areas where French settlers lived.

‘Starting point’ of Modern Algeria 
On Sept 30, 1956, she planted a bomb in Milk Bar, a fashionable

venue on the capital’s Isly Street, in an attack that left three dead

and a dozen others wounded. “I was wanted and had to go into
hiding. The French infiltrated our group and that’s how they man-
aged to arrest me” 12 months later, she said. Tried and sentenced
to 20 years of hard labour, Drif was first detained in Algiers, then
transferred to prisons in France until the North African state’s inde-
pendence in 1962, when she was feted on her return.

The conflict cost the lives of 1.5 million “martyrs”, according to
Algerian authorities. French historians refer to 500,000 dead. The
war of independence still forms the core of the legitimacy of
those in power in present-day Algeria, even if its influence is start-
ing to wane. The FLN accounts for the country’s top leaders,
including ailing President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, in power since
1999. Now aged 77, Bouteflika is a war veteran who became
Algeria’s youngest minister at the age of 25. Under the constitu-
tion, presidential candidates born before Nov 1934, and therefore
aged at least 20 when war broke out, must show they took part in
the revolt. If they were born at a later date, they must prove their
parents did not serve with Algerian auxiliaries who collaborated
with the French. “In the history of independent Algeria, the start-
ing point and the ultimate point of reference is the struggle for
independence,” academic Karim Amellal said.

Until 1989, the FLN was the country’s sole legal party, along
the lines of the former Soviet system. Today it holds the most
seats in parliament. But experts say the war’s influence won’t
last forever. “The more time that passes since the war of libera-
tion, the more this (revolutionary) legitimacy is fading,”
Amellal said. — AFP 

Orban scraps 
Internet tax 
after demos

BUDAPEST: Hungary’s prime minister yesterday scrapped plans to
introduce an Internet tax that had sparked major demonstrations
and further concerns about civil liberties in the central European
EU member state. Proposed changes to the tax code that would
have imposed a new levy on online data transfers “cannot be intro-
duced in its current form,” the right-wing Viktor Orban, 51, said in a
morning radio interview. He said that the legislation, which was to
have been voted on in parliament Nov 17, would be amended and
that a “national consultation” on the Internet and taxes would be
organised in January. “Nothing can be introduced in these circum-
stances,” he said. 

The proposed Internet tax was seen by Orban critics as the lat-
est step to silence dissent, particularly since Hungarians have to go
mostly online to find news that doesn’t toe the government line.
On Sunday more than 20,000 people took part in a demonstration
against the measure in Budapest, and two days later more than
50,000 took to the streets.  There were also protests in other towns
and cities. The European Union has also criticised the proposed
legislation, with a spokesman for EU digital commissioner Neelie
Kroes calling it a “particularly bad idea” and “part of that pattern of
actions which have limited freedoms” in Hungary.

On Friday Kroes said in a statement she was “very pleased” that
it had been withdrawn. “I’m proud the European Commission
played a positive role in defending European values and a digital
Europe,” she said. Since Orban swept to power in 2010 - he was re-
elected this April, again with a two-thirds parliamentary majority -
he has been accused of eroding democratic norms in the former
Communist central European country. Opponents at home and
abroad say Orban has weakened the judiciary, muzzled the media
and tweaked the electoral system in his favour. In recent months
foreign-funded non-government organisations have been raided
for alleged financial irregularities. US President Barack Obama in
September singled out Hungary, together with military-ruled
Egypt, as places where “endless regulations and overt intimidation
increasingly target civil society”.

Weak Opposition 
With Hungary’s main political opposition divided and weak,

analysts say that the protests show that within society, Orban has
less support than his crushing victories in parliamentary, European
and local elections this year would suggest. Friday’s backtracking
was unusual for Orban, experts say, as he has only done so on
minor issues in the past and mostly to mollify critics abroad such as
in Brussels or the European Central Bank. “The retreat means
Orban’s Fidesz (party) realised that they can face bigger losses if
they continue to walk down the path of introducing the tax,”
Kornelia Magyar of the Hungarian Progressive Institute told AFP. 

But she expects more battles. “The fact that Orban called for
national consultations seems to suggest that this is not a definitive
retreat,” she added. Protest organisers said meanwhile on
Facebook on Friday that they planned to hold a “celebratory”
demonstration in the evening. “Let’s make it clear, it was the
Hungarian people’s victory over inept governance. Let’s show in
masses that we have won, that Orban should not play tricks and
restricting information freedom should not even cross his mind,”
they said. “We have won, and winning should be celebrated”. —

Bloody independence war 
defines modern Algeria
Revolutionaries remember 60 years on

ALGIERS: A general view taken on Oct 29, 2014 shows the Grande Poste d’Alger in the Algerian capital. — AFP 
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PARIS: Fire trucks are parked in a street near the Maison de la Radio as smoke billows from the building hosting the Radio France stations
during a fire yesterday. — AFP 

Bombings at Nigeria bus station kill 8
Violence up since govt announced ceasefire

KANO: A triple bombing at a bus station in
north Nigeria during yesterday morning’s
rush hour killed at least eight people and
injured 34 others, as hopes of a ceasefire
with Boko Haram appeared to suffer anoth-
er blow. It is not clear if the Islamist mili-
tants were behind the attack in Gombe city,
the capital of Gombe state, but the extrem-
ists have a track record of targeting com-
muters. Gombe’s police chief Abdullahi
Kudu said three suspects were arrested
immediately after the blasts at the Gombe
Line Station at about 9:00 am.

Multiple witnesses said the men entered
the station in one vehicle and then
dropped bags packed with explosives
between the buses which were filling up
with travellers.  A rescue worker, who
requested anonymity, said eight bodies
were found dead at the scene and brought
to the Gombe Specialist Hospital. Another
34 were wounded, according to National
Emergency Management Agency (NEMA)
spokesman Manzo Ezekiel. 

The bus station descended into chaos
after the bombs went off, with several
injured in a stampede of people trying to
flee the scene, the rescue worker said. Mobs
surrounded the suspected bombers and
police had to intervene to prevent them
from being trampled to death, said Gome
Line employee Lawanti Aliyu, in an account
supported by others.  Locals reportedly
threw stones at vehicles carrying security
service personnel who rushed to the scene,
apparently outraged at the fresh violence in
the city which has been attacked by Boko
Haram in the past. 

Similar Attacks 
Gombe shares a border with three

northeastern states under emergency rule
since May 2013 because of the Boko Haram
uprising: Adamawa, Borno and Yobe. The
police chief said he believed the suspected
attackers had travelled together from Yobe,
where the insurgents are thought to be in
control of several towns and cities. While
there was no immediate claim of responsi-
bility for the latest violence, the militants
have claimed credit for a series of bus sta-
tion bombings this year. They include two
in April and May on the outskirts of the cap-
ital Abuja that killed nearly 100 people. An
Oct 23 attack at a bus station in Bauchi
state, which also neighbours Gombe, killed
five people, with many again blaming Boko
Haram.

‘Ceasefire’ in Doubt 
Nigeria’s surprise announcement on Oct

17 that it had brokered a ceasefire deal with
Boko Haram offered a sliver of hope that
the brutal five-year uprising could be near-
ing an end. The conflict, which Boko Haram
says is aimed at creating an Islamic state in
Nigeria’s mainly Muslim north, has left an
estimated 13,000 people dead, including
killing by the security forces. But the vio-
lence has continued at a relentless pace
and many have questioned the credibility
of the so-called Boko Haram envoy report-
edly negotiating with the government.

Nigeria has maintained that the deal is
st i l l  intact  and has voiced hope that
apparent talks in neighbouring Chad will
lead to a clear decline in violence. But crit-
ics, who were suspicious of the deal from
outset, say Nigeria has again been duped
by fraudulent negotiators who have little
or no influence over Boko Haram’s core
leadership. — AFP 

Fire ravages iconic French radio bldg
PARIS: A fire broke out yesterday on the sev-
enth floor of the “Maison de la radio” (“Radio
house”), a vast circular building in Paris housing
several media operations. Firefighters said the
blaze started on the seventh floor, which is cur-
rently under reconstruction, and employees
were quickly evacuated from the building. Two
radio stations, France Info and France Inter,
stopped transmission due to the blaze but
restarted shortly afterwards.

Fire service chief Gabriel Plus told reporters:
“I can confirm that at the moment I’m speaking,
there are no victims of the blaze.” “The fire has
not been extinguished, but it has been con-
tained where it started. There is therefore no
risk of it spreading to the rest of the floor,” Plus
said. “We don’t yet know how bad the damage
is, but it seems considerable,” French President
Francois Hollande told reporters at a joint news
conference with Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan. The fire is an “extremely traumatic
event” in central Paris, Hollande said, adding
that it was a “symbolic” building. “I am watch-
ing this very carefully,” stressed Hollande. Thick
black smoke was seen billowing from the build-
ing, an iconic structure in the plush 16th district
of Paris that has been undergoing significant
renovation. Plus told AFP that 16 fire engines
had been dispatched and that they were set-
ting up a command post on site.

LONDON: Britain’s security services are set to
clash with parliament and the country’s powerful
press over revelations that police secretly used a
controversial law to identify journalists’ sources,
triggering a wider debate about media freedom
in the digital age. Detectives used a law usually
reserved for terror suspects to find out the
sources for scoops in The Sun and the Mail on
Sunday that led to the downfall of two senior offi-
cials. Other cases have since emerged, although
the full scale of the practice is unknown since
police do not need to go through a court under
the Regulation of Invest Powers Act (RIPA).

In the case of The Sun, the phone records of
political editor Tom Newton Dunn were accessed
to find out which officers were behind allegations
that Andrew Mitchell, the government’s senior
representative in parliament, swore at police. The
tabloid had used the material in a front-page sto-
ry. “It was a fairly simple process for them to iden-
tify which telephone numbers could be linked to
police officers,” said Dominic Ponsford from the
Press Gazette trade magazine, which is running a
“Save Our Sources” campaign.

‘Nobody Above Law’: Police 
RIPA was introduced in 2000 to take account

of advances in technology and to comply with
European law and specifies when authorities can
access communications. But a legal challenge has

now been launched in the European Court of
Human Rights on behalf of the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism, which claims that the
law is being used in a way that contravenes the
right to free speech. “There has been a huge
amount of case law at the European Court to say
that as part of that right to freedom of expression,
the confidentiality of journalist sources has the
highest possible protection in law,” Ponsford said.

Journalists appear to have the backing of
Home Secretary Theresa May, the interior minis-
ter, who is pushing a law restricting its use to cas-
es of serious crime, and Paul Kennedy, the gov-
ernment’s interception of communications com-
missioner, who has launched a review of the law.
But Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner
Mark Rowley insisted the force would continue to
use the law. “Nobody should be above the law,
whether it’s a member of the public, whether it’s
a police officer, whether it’s a journalist. We
should be able to investigate and pursue any one
of those,” he told the BBC.

‘Asymmetric Battle’ 
The country’s newspapers boast of a tradition

of holding institutions to account, but now com-
plain that their huge resources and technical
know-how are making it an uneven battle-
ground. “Journalists must remain arrows and not
the target,”  Seamus Dooley,  secretary of

Ireland’s National Union of Journalists, recently
told a conference on journalism in the age of
mass surveillance, hosted at The Guardian news-
paper’s London headquarters. “The message
must be: we are watching Big Brother,” he
added.

Guardian reporter Luke Harding warned the
conference that it would remain “an asymmetric
battle unless you have the tech skills of Edward
Snowden” - the former intelligence operative
who blew the whistle on mass US surveillance.
Whistleblowers remain the Achilles heel of the
authorities, and newspapers fear that they will
be put off coming forward in the future if their
anonymity can not be guaranteed. “Our work as
journalists would be over,” Guardian editor Alan
Rusbridger told the London conference. “The
protection of sources is sacrosanct.” 

As the law stands, a senior police officer can
sign off a request to access someone’s phone
records, although not the actual content of the
call or message. “We’re just saying the police
shouldn’t be allowed to mark their own home-
work,  they need external oversight,”  said
Ponsford, arguing also that regulators had failed
to grasp the amount of information that can be
gleaned from metadata. In a message delivered
to the London conference, Snowden said the
answer lay not in the law but in more stringent
technological safeguards.— AFP 

British press fights ‘Big Brother’
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COLOMBO: Heavy rains hampered search operations
yesterday at the site of a landslide in Sri Lanka where
more than 100 people were buried under tons of mud
and rubble two days ago.

Fears of further landslips in the rain-sodden hills
around the tea-plantation village of Haldummulla also
slowed efforts to recover the dead, after a disaster that
has brought offers of assistance from neighbor India and
the United States. Officials had originally put the death
toll from Wednesday’s landslide at more than 300 but
reduced it after it emerged that many schoolchildren
and plantation workers had been at a safe distance when
the avalanche engulfed their homes.

Latest data fron Sri Lanka’s Disaster Management

Centre showed that 183 people had survived out of a
total of 330 who lived in the area in south-central Sri
Lanka. As soldiers and police worked to clear mounds of
earth, survivors were housed in two temporary camps
set up nearby.

Disaster Management Minister Mahinda Amaraweera
told parliament the cabinet had decided to help them
build new homes in a safe location. A local resident told
Reuters around 150 clay and cement houses had been
buried in the landslide, which was 3 km (2 miles) long
and was triggered by days of heavy monsoon rains.

Ravichandran Gajini, 14, said her parents had left their
house before the landslide but hurried back in to retrieve
documents. “Both mother and father asked me to run

with my brother and went to get their important docu-
ments. But when I turned back, I saw the earth covering
both of them,” Gajini, who was with her 12-year-old
brother, said weeping.

K  Krishnamoorthy, a 58-year-old plantation worker,
said there had been warnings of landslides since 2002
and residents had been advised to leave but not offered
anywhere else to settle. “We are still in the same house
because we don’t have any alternative,” he told Reuters.
Many people in the hilly area some 190 km (120 miles)
from the capital Colombo are Indian-origin Tamils,
descendants of workers brought to Sri Lanka under
British rule as cheap labor to work on tea, rubber and cof-
fee plantations.  —  Reuters 

Rains slow Sri Lankan search; nearly 150 feared dead

BEIJING: Afghanistan’s new president invited the Taleban to join in
a peace process backed by the international community yesterday,
in an unusual direct reference to the insurgents who have stepped
up attacks aimed at bringing down his month-old government.

Speaking at a conference on Afghan peace and reconstruction
in Beijing, Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai made no specific proposals and
indicated government forces wouldn’t back away from the fight.
However, his mention of the Taleban by name marked a departure
from his usual public references to them as “political opponents.”

“Peace is our highest priority. We invite the political opposition,
particularly the Taleban, to join and enter Afghan dialogue, and ask
all of our international partners to support an Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned peace process,” Ghani Ahmadzai said. “We must not
and will not permit groups pursuing grand illusions to use our
country as the battleground or launching-pad against the interna-
tional system,” he added. It wasn’t immediately clear if there was
any particular significance in Ghani Ahmadzai’s reference to the
Taleban by name, beyond the fact he was speaking to an interna-
tional audience on his first state visit abroad.

Ghani Ahmadzai’s attitude toward the Taleban has been a
departure from that of his predecessor, Hamid Karzai, who habitu-
ally referred to the insurgents as his “brothers” and castigated the
United States for its military presence in Afghanistan. In response,
the Taleban have intensified suicide bombings, roadside bombings
and rocket attacks in Kabul to give the impression that Ghani
Ahmadzai’s government can’t protect the capital.

In his address to the gathering, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang said
China has faith in Afghanistan’s ability to solve its own problems,
but that its neighbors should help create a peaceful environment
without interfering in its internal affairs. “The International commu-
nity should respect Afghanistan’s sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity, not interfere with its internal affairs and support
Afghanistan’s efforts to realize security and stability,” Li said.

Following the meeting, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said
the grouping had agreed to launch 64 programs in areas including
trade, investment, infrastructure, disaster management and educa-
tion. Pakistan has agreed to host next year’s forum.

China’s hosting of the annual conference highlighted its grow-
ing role in Afghanistan as most US and international troops prepare
to leave by the end of the year. China said Wednesday it would pro-
vide $330 million in grants to Afghanistan along with professional
training and scholarships for 3,500 Afghans over the next five years.

Beijing is eager to help develop Afghanistan’s estimated $3 tril-
lion in mineral wealth and wants a strong, stable government in
Kabul. It is concerned that unrest could spill over into its restive
northwestern region of Xinjiang, where radicals among the native
Uighur population have launched a series of attacks in recent
months. China said earlier it had received a pledge from Ghani
Ahmadzai to help combat a radical anti-China group known as the
East Turkistan Islamic Movement, which it blames for mastermind-
ing attacks in Xinjiang and elsewhere. It’s unclear, however,
whether the organization has a presence in Afghanistan.—AP

BEIJING: Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (right) prepares to speak at the opening ceremony of the 4th Ministerial Conference of
Istanbul Process of Afghanistan as Afghan President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai applauds at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in
Beijing yesterday. — AP

New Afghan president invites
Taleban to join peace process

Ahmadzai makes unusual reference to militants

India pays low-key 
tribute to Gandhi

NEW DELHI: India’s president Pranab Mukherjee, members of
Nehru-Gandhi family and Congress leaders paid a low-key tribute
yesterday to Indira Gandhi on the 30th anniversary of the ex- pre-
mier’s assassination.

No ministers of India’s new government attended the event
honoring Gandhi, gunned down by Sikh bodyguards on October
31, 1984, in retaliation for ordering an attack on a revered Sikh
shrine to clear out militants holed up in the complex.

“I join my fellow countrymen and women in remembering for-
mer PM Indira Gandhi” on the anniversary of her death, right-
wing Premier Narendra Modi tweeted to his 7.4-million followers.

But for the first time, no government representative attended
the annual ceremony at the rose-strewn Gandhi memorial, local
media reported. Indira Gandhi’s daughter-in-law Sonia, 67, who
cradled the leader’s head in her lap as she bled to death, led
those paying tribute. Sonia, dressed in a sombre black-and-grey
sari, was accompanied by her son, Rahul, 44, heir to the Congress
dynasty, which dominated India’s post-independence politics.

Sonia and Rahul, who led the party to its worst-ever defeat in
May elections, pressed their palms together in a traditional Indian
gesture of “namaste” in front of Indira’s memorial.While staying
away from the event marking Indira’s death, Modi and cabinet
ministers flagged off a “run-for-unity” near the India Gate war
memorial in the capital’s heart.  —AFP

NEW DELHI: Congress President Sonia Gandhi (right) talks to
her son and Congress Party’s Vice President Rahul Gandhi (left)
as they arrive to pay tribute at Shakti Stahl, the memorial for
former Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi in New Delhi yester-
day on the 30th anniversary of her death.— AFP
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MILFORD, Pasadena: A suspect who led
police on a seven-week manhunt after a
fatal ambush outside a rural state police
barracks appeared gaunt and battered at
his arraignment. Eric Frein answered yes or
no questions but was not asked to enter a
plea yesterday to first-degree murder and
other charges. He did not have a lawyer.
The 31-year-old survivalist had a bloody
gash on his nose and abrasions on his
cheek and above his right eye.

He is charged with killing Cpl. Bryon
Dickson and critically wounding Trooper
Alex Douglass on Sept 12. Authorities cap-
tured Frein on Thursday near an aban-
doned airplane hangar, ending a 48-day
search through thick woods.  Prosecutors
say they’ll seek the death penalty.

Frein remains jailed without bail. A pre-
liminary hearing is scheduled for Nov 12.
Prosecutors will seek the death penalty for
Eric Frein, who meekly gave himself up
when surrounded Thursday, authorities
said. “He did not just give up because he
was tired,” state police Commissioner
Frank Noonan said. “He gave up because
he was caught.”

Frein’s initial court appearance was
scheduled for yesterday morning. Crowds
gathered outside the courthouse and
jeered as he entered. State police said they
didn’t know whether Frein, who was
unarmed when captured, had been using
the hangar as a shelter during his 48 days
on the run, and they wouldn’t say what
they found there. Frein was held in the
handcuffs of the trooper he’s accused of
killing, Gov. Tom Corbett said Thursday at
a nighttime news conference.

The quiet takedown of Frein, who
kneeled and put his hands up when mar-
shals approached him, ended weeks of
tension and turmoil in the area, as authori-
ties at times closed schools, canceled out-
door events and blockaded roads to pur-
sue him. Residents grew weary of hearing
helicopters overhead, while small busi-
nesses suffered mounting losses and town
supervisors canceled a popular Halloween
parade.

Frein is charged with opening fire out-
side the Blooming Grove barracks on Sept.
12, killing Cpl. Bryon Dickson and seriously
wounding Trooper Alex Douglass. After his

arrest Thursday near the abandoned
hangar, he was placed in Dickson’s car for
the ride back to the barracks, about 30
miles (48 kilometers) away. Douglass and
his family and Dickson’s family expressed
“relief and gratitude” over Frein’s arrest,
Noonan said. Police said they linked Frein
to the ambush after a man walking his dog
discovered his partly submerged SUV
three days later in a swamp a few miles
from the shooting scene. Inside, investiga-
tors found shell casings matching those
found at the barracks as well as Frein’s dri-
ver’s license, camouflage face paint, two
empty rifle cases and military gear. —AP

Obama campaigns for 
Democrat governors
WASHINGTON: Four days remain before Americans vote in
an election that’s likely to give opposition Republicans con-
trol of the Senate, and President Barack Obama is in heavily
Democrat Rhode Island, hoping to boost turnout for the par-
ty’s candidate for governor. Obama has stayed away from
campaigning for Democrat congressional candidates who are
trying to distance themselves him and his slumping populari-
ty. But he has emerged from the White House this week in a
bid to pump for fellow Democrats in close governors’ races
and to push for turnout by party faithful.

The elections feature races for governor in 36 states,
although those contests have been overshadowed by com-
petitive congressional races. The Republicans need to pick up
the six seats for Senate control and are widely expected to
expand their majority in the House of Representatives. That
would give them control of Congress for the two years
Obama has left in office.

Democrat candidates also are battling history which
shows that the party that controls the White House in the
sixth year of a two term presidency virtually always lose
ground in Congress.

Obama’s fellow Democrats especially need a big turnout
from female voters, and the president is delivering a speech
yesterday in Rhode Island on growth in the US economy and
administration policies directed at women. Democrats domi-
nate Rhode Island politics, but their candidate for governor,
Gina Raimondo while leading in the polls - still has not gained
a comfortable margin over Republican Allan Fung. 

There also is anxiety among all Democrats in close races
this year because their voters often do not go to the polls
when there is no presidential contest. Obama has two years
remaining in his second and final term.

A day earlier, Obama sought to mobilize Democratic vot-
ers in the race for governor in Maine while keeping his dis-
tance from the state’s bubbling controversy over its Ebola
quarantine policies and the nurse who has defied them.
Ebola has emerged as an issue in the Nov 4 midterms, with
Republicans criticizing the Obama administration for what
they characterize as a disorganized response to the appear-
ance of the virus in the US Four people have been diagnosed
with Ebola in the country, and one has died.—AP

Trooper ambush suspect in 
court after long manhunt

Prosecutors seek death penalty for Frein

BLOOMING GROVE: State troopers escort Eric Matthew Frein from the Blooming
Grove barracks early yesterday. Frein, accused of opening fire on the barracks Sept
12, killing state police Cpl Bryon K Dickson II and critically wounding Trooper Alex
T Douglass, was arrested Thursday night after a 48-day manhunt in the Pike and
Monroe County woods. —AP
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SINGAPORE: Tourists gather on a jetty around the Merlion next to the financial business district in Singapore yesterday.  Singapore’s manpower ministry
yesterday said the overall unemployment rate in the Southeast Asian financial hub stood at 1.9 percent in the third quarter, down from 2.0 percent in Mar-
June. — AFP
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Strengthening US growth 
reflects help from Fed

SINGAPORE: A strong Dubai price in a weak oil
market has created a dilemma for top oil exporter
Saudi Arabia as it works out official monthly sell-
ing prices for December. The largest OPEC pro-
ducer is expected to raise the December prices for
most of the crude grades it sells to Asia when it
notifies customers early next week. A hike would
be in line with a strong Dubai market, but traders
said that benchmark is not reflecting weak
demand and poor refining margins in Asia.

“It’s a tricky one this month,” said a trader with
a Western firm. “They will go up, but by how
much, I’m not sure, particularly as they have been
very aggressive on securing market share.”

Members of the Organization of Petroleum

Exporting Countries (OPEC) - in no hurry to cut
output despite global benchmarks at multi-year
lows - have been competing on their official sell-
ing prices as they fight for market share, analysts
said. Saudi Arabia slashed November prices last
month, sparking talk of an emerging price war.
For December, the kingdom could raise official
selling prices (OSPs) across the board by at least
$1 a barrel if it adheres to an informal formula typ-
ically used as a guide, a survey of five refiners and
traders in Asia showed.

The formula is loosely based on the average
monthly changes in the spread between the first
and third month Dubai cash prices and refining
margins for oil products. “It’s a special situation. If

you just call it, there should be a big jump,” a trad-
er said. Cash Dubai flipped into what traders
called an “artificial backwardation” supported
solely by strong demand from Chinaoil in a mar-
ket assessment process in Singapore, even as
Brent was in contango and has lost a quarter of its
value since June.  Prompt prices are higher than
those in future months in a backwardated market,
indicating strong spot demand. The reverse is true
in a contango market.

But Saudi Arabia may raise prices by a smaller
than expected margin for December, traders said,
as the producer could take into account weak
spot demand in Asia, especially after the strength
in Dubai snubbed out refining margin gains seen

in September. A slump in naphtha cracks could
also cap price hikes for light grades such as Arab
Super Light and Arab Extra Light, traders said.
“Refiners hope Saudi will consider not to reflect
the distorted window market,” a trader with a
North Asian refiner said, referring to deals
revealed during pricing agency Platts’ market
assessment process. Saudi crude OSPs are usually
released by the fifth of each month, and set the
trend for Iranian, Kuwaiti and Iraqi prices. Amid
increasing signs that Gulf producers are engaged
in a price war to compete for market share, Kuwait
has maintained a wide discount between the
crude it sells to Asia against Saudi Arab Medium
for November. — Reuters

Strong Dubai, weak oil put Saudi in dilemma
Gulf producers engaged in a price war to compete for market share 
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NAIROBI: Kenya, like other nations on a conti-
nent that boasts some of the fastest growth
rates in the world, is racing to upgrade neg-
lected infrastructure, improve regulations and
revise often outdated economic figures to
spur investment. For some, there are echoes of
the start of Asia’s rise.

But Kenya’s challenges, many of which are
mirrored across Africa, are formidable if it
wants to build on recent gains. It cannot boast
the high savings that helped boost Asian
economies and its efforts to attract the kind of
new industry that will create jobs and boost
exports have had mixed results. “It needs a
higher rate of savings and more investment in
infrastructure to boost the country’s produc-
tive potential,” said Razia Khan, the head of
research for Africa at Standard Chartered in
London. Gross national savings are 11 percent
of gross domestic product (GDP), the
International Monetary Fund says, below the
26 percent target set in the Vision 2030 eco-
nomic blueprint and the kind of level seen in
some Asian nations. Savings are vital if Kenya
is to avoid loading up too heavily on foreign
debt to fix roads, pave dirt tracks and build
power plants to meet the needs of businesses
which frequently complain about the cost of
electricity and outages.

French retailer Carrefour is one several
new investors in Kenya, shrugging off the east
African nation’s infrastructure and other chal-

lenges to bet instead on the growing number
of middle class Kenyans with money to spare.
Through its Dubai-based franchisee Majid Al-
Futtaim, Carrefour will become the anchor
tenant of the new Two Rivers mall due to
open next year in Nairobi. “There is huge
demand,” said James Mworia, chief executive
of Centum Investment, the main investor in
the mall, which is part of a bigger commercial
and residential development. “What is lacking
today in Kenya and Africa generally is quality
places for people to do business,” he said at
the building site.

Mobile money pioneer 
But while Kenya’s consumers may catch

the attention of companies like Carrefour and
Porsche, the country needs to draw manufac-
turing and other industries if it is to generate
more jobs and help expand exports beyond
commodities. Textiles are a bright spot. Kenya
exported garments worth $335 million in 2013
and the business already employs 40,000 peo-
ple, industry executives say.

“We are making very good progress in the
textile sector,” Adan Mohamed, minister for
industrialization and enterprise, said in
October, adding a new factory employing
5,000 people would open in Mtwapa on the
coast in November. But other firms are strug-
gling. Even budding clothes makers complain
about expensive power supplies and poor

infrastructure, saying it drives some investors
away. Eveready East Africa said in October it
was stopping production of batteries in Kenya,
with the loss of 99 jobs, and shifting to Egypt.
“It is not competitive,” said the firm’s chief
executive, Jackson Mutua. “There are a num-
ber of factors that they need to put right.”

When Kenya revised data last month, the
economy was judged to be 25 percent bigger
in 2013 than originally estimated, at $53.4 bil-
lion, reducing the ratio of debt to GDP from 57
percent to a healthier but still hefty 50 per-
cent. GDP per capita rose to $1,246, entering
the World Bank’s $1,045-to-$12,746 band for
middle income states. Growth was revised
upward, with 2013’s figure set at 5.7 percent.
That is still below the 6 percent economists
say is a minimum needed to make a tangible
impact on the poor in a country where around
40 percent live below the poverty line, broadly
defined as those living below $1.25 a day. The
economy has also been hurt by what turned
out to be unfounded worries about election
violence in 2013 as well as militant attacks
including several in 2014. Economists say gov-
ernance and corruption issues remain a drag
on performance.

“We are behind,” said Gachao Kiuna, chief
executive of conglomerate TransCentury, who
helped draft Vision 2030. “People put a lot of
emphasis on foreign direct investment, which
is important, but the bigger driver is domestic

direct investment.”
Kenya also languishes low down in the

World Bank’s rankings on ease of doing busi-
ness. In the 2014 table, it crept up one place
but was still in 136th position out of 189 coun-
tries, where No. 1 is the easiest place to do
business. Officials and a private sector lobby
group said this year’s ranking did not properly
reflect changes that came into effect around
the time when the positions were settled in
June. A single window system set up in May to
speed up the clearance of imports and an elec-
tronic tax payment system to cut paperwork
for firms filing returns would boost Kenya’s
position next year, the Kenya Private Sector
Alliance (KEPSA) said. “We are as a govern-
ment committed to ensure we improve the
business environment,” the industrialization
minister said.

Seeking to address complaints about infra-
structure, the government aims to expand
power generation capacity by 5,000
megawatts (MW) by 2017, adding to installed
capacity of 1,664 MW. It is also building a
faster railway line and new roads.

“Having ambitious infrastructure plans and
projects is a positive step because of the
knock-on effects it has to overall economic
development,” said Ahmed Salim, an analyst
with consultancy Teneo Intelligence in Dubai.
“But the challenge will continue to be project
implementation.” — Reuters

Kenya pulls in brands but growth path still rocky

LONDON: Brent crude oil fell more than a
dollar towards $85 a barrel yesterday as a
firmer dollar and a well supplied oil market
pushed the benchmark towards its steep-
est monthly decline since 2012.

The US dollar rose to a three-week high
on Thursday, after data showed the US
economy grew 3.5 percent in the third
quarter, topping market estimates for a 3
percent rise. A strong dollar makes com-
modities such as oil more expensive for
buyers using other currencies, suppressing
demand. “The market is asking how low
the price must go before output is
trimmed,” said Bjarne Schieldrop, chief
commodities analyst at SEB in Oslo. Brent
for December was down 85 cents at
$85.39 a barrel by 1135 GMT, after touch-
ing a low of $85.11. The oil benchmark has
fallen 10 percent so far in October, its
biggest monthly drop since May 2012.

US crude was down 60 cents at $80.52
per barrel, having lost 11 percent this
month, also its worst performance since
May 2012. Outside the United States, other
major economies show signs of slowing
economic growth, suggesting a slowing
demand for oil.

The Bank of Japan surprised global
financial markets yesterday by expanding
its stimulus spending, boosting Japanese
equities but raising concerns about the
economic health of the oil importer.

China’s manufacturing sector is stable
but faces relatively big downward pres-
sure on growth, the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology said yester-
day. In contrast to slowing demand, global
supply has increased, and the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries has given no indication that it
will cut output targets at a meeting on
Nov 27. Hans van Cleef, senior energy

economist at ABN AMRO in Amsterdam,
told the Reuters Global Oil Forum that
there would be “tough discussions” at the
OPEC meeting, but that the output quota
was likely to remain unchanged at 30 mil-
lion barrels a day. 

OPEC Secretary General Abdullah Al-
Badri said on Wednesday the cartel’s out-

put was unlikely to change in 2015, and
said he was not concerned about falling
prices. “OPEC will be happy to see prices
languish in a lower range in order to
regain market share against US produc-
ers, whose costs are higher,” said Tony
Machacek,  a  broker at  Jeffer ies  in
London. — Reuters

Oil falls towards $85 on 
strong dollar, oversupply

No sign of OPEC cutting output

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s inflation will be
higher than previously forecast this year
and in 2015, although falling oil prices
could temper its rise, the central bank
said yesterday, pledging to keep policy
tight until the inflation outlook
improves.

Presenting the bank’s quarterly infla-
tion report, Governor Erdem Basci said
inflation was now expected to be
around 8.9 percent at the end of 2014,
an upwards revision from a mid-point
forecast of 7.6 percent in its July report.

Basci cited higher food prices as a
result of bad weather and lagged effects
of currency depreciation as the main rea-
sons for the change in this year’s fore-
cast. The bank sees food prices rising
12.5 percent this year, more than the 9
percent it had previously expected. The
inflation forecast for 2015 was increased
to 6.1 percent from 5 percent previously,
while the bank’s medium-term inflation
forecast remained at 5 percent, Basci
said. The new projections were lower
than the inflation forecasts of 9.4 per-
cent for 2014 and 6.3 percent for 2015
included in the medium-term program,
unveiled by Deputy Prime Minister Ali

Babacan on Oct. 8.
The bank revised downwards its oil

price forecasts, to $102 per barrel for
2014 from $108 previously and to $92
per barrel for 2015 from $106, and said
cheaper oil would limit upward pressure
on inflation for this year and next.

Turkey imports almost all its energy.
Turkish inflation has remained stubborn-
ly high even though interest rates are
considerably above their levels of a year
ago. The central bank left its key rates
unchanged at its latest policy meeting
last week. “With the continued decline in
cumulative exchange rate effects, the
return of food inflation to the average
level of previous years and the fall in
commodity, especially oil, prices, infla-
tion is forecasted to record a notable
decrease in the upcoming year,” Basci
said. A measured rate cut could be on
the agenda in the coming period if glob-
al conditions allow a significant decline
in long-term interest rates and in infla-
tion, he added. “Monetary policy stance
should remain tight in order to bring
inflation outlook in line with medium
term target,” said Finansbank economist
Gokce Celik in a note. —Reuters

EDINBURGH: A signage displayed at a branch of the Royal
Bank of Scotland (RBS) in Edinburgh, Scotland. RBS
revealed yesterday that net profits rebounded to £896
million in the three months to the end of September,
buoyed partly by cost-cutting, after a net loss of £828 mil-
lion in the same part of last year.  — AFP

Turkish CB raises 2014, 
2015 inflation forecasts

LONDON: Marks & Spencer is set to report a 13th straight quar-
terly fall in underlying non-food sales, with trading hurt by
Britain’s warm autumnal weather, the continuing “settling in” of a
new website and a sluggish economic recovery. Marc Bolland,
M&S CEO since 2010, has spent over 2.3 billion pounds to address
decades of under-investment, overseeing the redesign of prod-
ucts and stores. But a new clothing team he set up in 2012 has so
far failed to deliver a sustained increase in sales and, for the first
time, M&S earned less in the year to the end of March than faster-
growing rival Next.

The retailer publishes second-quarter sales figures on
Wednesday and is expected to report a fall in sales of general
merchandise - clothing, footwear and homewares - of 3.7 percent
from shops open over a year, according to a consensus of ana-
lysts’ forecasts provided by the company.

That compares with a first-quarter decline of 1.5 percent. The
130-year-old firm - Britain’s No.1 clothing retailer by sales - also
reports first-half results which are expected to show a 3.7 percent
fall in pretax profit to 252 million pounds ($403 million), down for
a fourth straight year.

M&S is expected to say the results for the 13 weeks to Sept.
27, its fiscal second quarter, reflected Britain’s mild autumn - not
helpful for shifting high-margin winter coats, knitwear and boots.

Official data published on Oct. 23 also showed British retail
sales fell more than expected in September, the most important
month in M&S’s second quarter.  —Reuters

Warm weather set to push 
M&S non-food sales down 
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MAZAR-I-SHARIF: Afghan laborers drink tea after work at a chalk factory as the sun sets on the outskirts of Mazar-i-
sharif. Afghanistan’s economy is largely agriculture-based, though the country is endowed with a wealth of natural
resources and mineral deposits. — AFP 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida: From bun-
dles of cash inside scraps of newspaper to
setting up shell companies, the trial in
Florida of a former UBS executive is a
reminder of the extreme methods some
Swiss bankers used to hide clients’ cash.
Raoul Weil, 54, is the highest ranking
Swiss banker to be arrested in the United
States and prosecutors are seeking to
paint him as a facilitator of efforts that
helped conceal up to $20 billion in tax-
payers’ assets in secret offshore accounts.

Weil’s main defense has been that
these efforts were done by people below
him and that the US cross border business
was a tiny fraction of his overall responsi-
bilities. If convicted, Weil faces up to five
years in prison for conspiracy to commit
tax fraud. Weil and his attorneys declined
comment on t he trial.

At the trial, which pits Weil against sev-
eral former UBS colleagues who have cho-
sen to cooperate with US authorities in
exchange for favorable sentencing, Swiss
bankers have testified about using an
arsenal of James Bond-like tactics to avoid
detection while in the United States, and
to help US clients keep their accounts hid-
den from tax authorities. Bankers were
given laptops with two hard drives,
Hansruedi Schumacher, who formerly ran
UBS’ cross-border business, told the trial,
which began on Oct. 14 and is expected
to run for about four weeks.

One hard drive was filled with any-
thing from family photos and personal
emails while another contained a pass-
word-protected database with the US citi-
zens’ code-named bank records.  Another
witness said the drive with the bank
details could be wiped simply by typing in
a short password.

“It was known all those account hold-
ers were not paying their taxes, and for
the Swiss bank it was a very profitable
business,” Schumacher said during testi-

mony at the trial. Eskander Ensafi, who
banked with UBS, told the court about a
clandestine meeting in 2005 at a Los
Angeles hotel with bank adviser Claude
Ullman. The adviser handed him roughly
$50,000 in US bills wrapped in newspaper,
Ensafi testified, tax-free interest from a
Swiss bank account in the name of
Ensafi’s father, who had just suffered a
debilitating stroke.

Ullman was sued by a number of US
individuals-who were jailed for not paying
US taxes by hiding their money in Swiss
bank accounts-for alleged racketeering,
along with UBS and a number of high
ranking bankers, including Weil, in a 2009
lawsuit in the Eastern District of California.
The case was dismissed with prejudice in
September 2014. An attorney for Ullman
did not respond to a request for an
update on the case. German businessman
Juergen Homann, 72, who pleaded guilty
to a US charge of failing to report a for-
eign account to the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) in 2009, told the court one
UBS client adviser, Hans Thomann, helped
him set up a Hong Kong-based shell com-
pany. The company, the Prodon
Foundation, was then used to funnel
income Homann made from his raw min-
erals business venture in China. Attempts
to reach Thomann for comment were
unsuccessful.

In 2012, he was charged in the
Southern District of New York with con-
spiracy to defraud the United States and
conducting an unlicensed money trans-
mitting business.

Shadow conspiracy 
Switzerland’s biggest banks have paid

a heavy price to settle their US tax evasion
cases. UBS admitted to helping US taxpay-
ers hide money and paid a $780 million
fine in 2009, while Credit Suisse pleaded
guilty in May to a US criminal charge and

will pay more than $2.5 billion in penal-
ties.

Since US authorities began to chip
away at the wall of Swiss banking secrecy
in 2008, details have trickled out of the
extraordinary lengths bankers would go
to in order to smuggle assets in and out of
the United States.

A US Senate report published earlier
this year described how a customer at
Swiss bank Credit Suisse was given state-
ments tucked into the pages of an issue of
Sports Illustrated magazine at a hotel
meeting. Former UBS financial adviser
Bradley Birkenfeld admitted in 2008 to
smuggling diamonds in a tube of tooth-
paste for a client. Birkenfeld was a whistle-
blower in the tax fraud case against UBS
and won a record-setting $104 million
reward from the US Internal Revenue
Service.

On top of the fines forked out by
Switzerland’s two biggest banks, about a
dozen smaller Swiss players are still under
US criminal investigation and face serious
penalties, while many more have joined a
government-brokered program allowing
them to make amends if they aided tax
evasion by wealthy Americans.  The
United States is not the only jurisdiction
that has cracked down on tax evasion by
its wealthiest citizens.

UBS is under investigation in France
over whether it helped wealthy individu-
als there dodge taxes. Investigating mag-
istrates have proposed that UBS pay a
fine of 4.88 billion euros ($6.2 billion),
according to a judicial source. The bank
also booked a near-$300 million charge
in the second quarter of this year, mainly
to sett le  c laims it  helped wealthy
Germans evade taxes. The bankers who
helped move clients’  money around
undetected are themselves faced with a
legal bind that goes beyond financial
penalties.—Reuters

Trial of former UBS executive 

dredges up banks’ shady past

Prosecutors seek to paint Weil as ‘facilitator’

BERLIN: German shoppers cut back their spending sharply
in September, official data showed yesterday, adding to
concern over whether consumers will help bolster growth in
Europe’s top economy. Retail sales posted the biggest
monthly drop in September for more than seven years, the
data showed. German retailers’ sales, which tend to be
volatile and frequently revised, slumped 3.2 percent in
September compared to the  figure of August, the federal
statistics office Destatis said in a statement.

The drop was the biggest for the closely watched meas-
ure of household confidence since May 2007 and far
exceeded the 0.8-percent fall predicted by economists
polled by Dow Jones Newswires. On a 12-month basis, busi-
ness increased by 2.3 percent in September compared to
the same month in 2013, Destatis said. And from January to
September this year, it rose by 1.3 percent compared to the
same period in 2013.

Consumer confidence in Germany halted its recent
declines in October, as consumers appeared to be no longer
fazed by economic fallout from geopolitical crises, a poll
showed last week. And unemployment in Germany,
Europe’s biggest economy, fell unexpectedly this month,
shrugging off a slowing economy. But recent data has sug-
gested that the German economy-traditionally Europe’s
growth engine-is stalling, threatening to pull the euro-zone
back into recession and put the brakes on the global recov-
ery. Meanwhile official data in France showed that house-
hold spending there fell by 0.8 percent in September, after a
rebound of 0.9 percent in August, but over the third quarter
it edged up by 0.2 percent.

In July, spending had fallen by 0.8 percent. Consumer
spending is of central importance to growth in France,
which is currently extremely weak. France, with the second-
biggest euro-zone economy after Germany, is trying to
boost exports to reduce a huge trade deficit, in contrast to
German’s big trade surplus. — AFP

German retail sales post

biggest drop for 7 years

Euro-zone inflation up,

unemployment steady

BRUSSELS: Euro-zone inflation edged up to 0.4 percent from
multi-year lows while unemployment was little changed, offi-
cial data showed yesterday, providing only limited reassur-
ance that a modest economic recovery remains on track.
Analysts said the figures were far from encouraging, with the
European Central Bank likely to come under additional pres-
sure from anxious governments to do more to get the econo-
my moving again.

Inflation in the 18-nation euro-zone rose to 0.4 percent in
October from 0.3 percent in September, which was the lowest
in five years, the Eurostat statistics agency said.

The unemployment rate in September came in at 11.5 per-
cent, unchanged compared with August and July.  The total
September jobless numbers came to 18.34 million, down only
19,000 from August.

The inflation figure remains far below the 2.0 percent tar-
get set by the ECB, whose core mission is to ensure price sta-
bility. Low inflation usually reflects soft demand in an econo-
my and at current levels has stoked fears of deflation-when
prices actually fall.

If deflation takes hold, consumers put off purchases know-
ing they can buy the same product cheaper if they wait, which
undercuts demand further. Faced with that prospect, compa-
nies defer investment, hitting jobs and salaries which in turn
adds to the downward spiral. In recent months the ECB has
taken increasingly radical action to try and pump up credit to
boost demand and fend off deflation. On the employment
front, the figures highlight how the economy has slowed
steadily, with job creation faltering to the dismay of govern-
ments everywhere.

With inflation “still close to zero in October and the unem-
ployment rate holding near a record high, there remains a sig-
nificant risk of deflation,” said Jennifer McKeown of Capital
Economics. The slowdown first began to show up in the fig-
ures late last year, with euro-zone economic growth in the
three months to December 2014 just 0.2 percent, followed by
0.2 percent in first quarter 2014 and then zero in the second
quarter. — AFP
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BRUSSELS: Boosting growth, cutting near-record
jobless queues and making member states stick to
tough budget rules are just some of the tasks the
new European Commission must quickly get to
grips with. The Commission, led by former
Luxembourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker,
formally takes office today, with fixing the
European Union’s stalling economy the number
one priority.

Juncker has promised a 300-billion-euro ($384
billion) investment package by the end of the year
in response to calls, led by struggling France and
Italy, to go for growth after years of austerity. The
challenges are enormous. “The next few months
are going to be really tough, with the
Commission’s latest economic forecasts, budget
reviews during November and preparing the
investment plan,” Pierre Moscovici, former French
finance minister and the new Commissioner for
Economic Affairs, said recently. On Tuesday,
Moscovici will announce forecasts which are wide-
ly expected to show the European economy at risk
of going backwards after a very modest recovery
from the 2008 global financial crash and subse-
quent debt crisis. A weak economy spells trouble,
especially for struggling France, with Moscovici
under pressure to show he can deal with the prob-
lems of his home country dispassionately and fully
in line with European Union rules.

At least one problem has been eased-a review
of euro-zone member state budgets last week
cleared them all when Brussels had at one stage
looked set to reject the French and Italian drafts.

Last minute changes brought them back into
the fold but a continued review will likely see them
called on to do more if they are to comply with the
rules. France says it will now meet the EU budget
deficit target of 3.0 percent of Gross Domestic
Product in 2017, not next year as had been agreed
earlier with Brussels.

Paris will now have to convince Moscovici and
his boss Juncker it is serious this time around. For
Juncker and the new Commission, the key test will
be the investment package, getting it funded,
agreed and most importantly of all, working over
its planned 3-year life. Champions of austerity such
as Germany have been cool on the idea, believing
that sound government finances are the only basis
for sustained growth but they have come around
enough to support the idea as long as member
states do not take on more debt as a result.

France and Germany plan to meet in early
December to discuss the plan, aiming to get it up
and running even as doubts remain over where
the crucial funding is going to come from.

Germany has made clear it is in no mood to sign
a blank cheque and the balance between public
and private sector commitments remains open. 

All eyes on ‘Sleeping Beauty’ 
Juncker insisted last week that the plan “could

not be financed by bigger deficits,” and called on
the private sector to step up to the plate. The one
certainty is that the European Investment Bank, the
EU’s long-term investment arm will be heavily
involved, leveraging up its funds to raise the mon-
ey.

“The key must be the EIB but it will have to take
real risks with real leverage” to raise funding on the
markets, said one European diplomat of an institu-
tion some have dubbed “Sleeping Beauty” because
of its perceived inactivity. “A capital increase could
serve to maximize the leverage,” the diplomat said.
Final decisions on the package will go to a Dec 18-
19 summit in Brussels when EU leaders will want to
show they are doing everything possible to bring
growth and jobs to voters who have grown skepti-
cal the 28-member bloc can deliver what they
need most. —AFP

New European Commission to face growth, job woes
Juncker-led Commission takes office today

TOKYO: A photographer takes pictures of a share prices board in Tokyo yesterday. Japan’s share prices rose 755.56 points to
close at 16,413.76 points at the Tokyo Stock Exchange after the Bank of Japan ramped up its vast monetary easing program,
sending the yen into freefall. —AFP 

NEW YORK: The S&P 500 could set a record
high at the open yesterday as markets rallied
globally after the Bank of Japan significantly
ramped up its stimulus program just days after
the US Federal Reserve wound down its own
package of economic incentives.

If futures’ gains hold after the open, the
S&P 500 could test its record high set more
than a month ago. The December e-minis con-
tract hit an intraday record earlier yesterday.
The BOJ’s board voted 5-4 to accelerate pur-
chases of Japanese government bonds while
tripling its purchases of exchange-traded
funds and real-estate investment trusts.

At the same time, Japan’s $1.2 trillion
Government Pension Investment Fund
announced new allocations for its portfolio,
including raising its holdings of domestic and
foreign stock holdings to 25 percent each from
12 percent. A Nikkei newspaper report on this
announcement on Thursday contributed to an
afternoon move higher in US stocks.

The timing of the moves sends a strong sig-

nal to investors, coming right as six years of
aggressive US stimulus come to an end and as
euro-zone inflation data kept the pressure on
the European Central Bank to further ease
monetary policy. “Investors have been watch-
ing for a while to see if the rest of the world
would start to grow and help multinationals in
the US; this is a great step towards that,” said
Rick Meckler, president of investment firm
LibertyView Capital Management in Jersey
City, New Jersey.

“It is a significant development and I think
it encourages the Europeans to also look to
take more assertive steps to revive their
economies.” S&P 500 e-mini futures were up
21 points and fair value, a formula that evalu-
ates pricing by taking into account interest
rates, dividends and time to expiration on the
contract, indicated a higher open. Dow Jones
industrial average e-mini futures rose 171
points and Nasdaq 100 e-mini futures added
61 points.

The US dollar rallied as well, pressuring

crude oil prices as well as spot gold, which
dropped 2.8 percent, the most in more than a
year. Japan’s Nikkei rose 4.8 percent, while S&P
500 e-mini futures rallied shortly before 1:00
am New York time (0500 GMT) in a sharp vol-
ume increase.

US labor costs rose more than expected in
the third quarter as wages recorded their
largest gain since 2008, a sign that a long-
awaited pick-up in wage growth was under-
way. A Chicago survey of business activity and
a measure of consumer sentiment are both
due shortly after the opening bell on Wall
Street. Abbvie shares rose 4 percent after the
drugmaker reported quarterly earnings. GoPro
shares jumped 15.3 percent the day after it
forecast better-than-expected holiday quarter
sales. So far this earnings season has been
strong, with 75.5 percent of S&P 500 compo-
nents reporting earnings above analyst expec-
tations according to Thomson Reuters data,
above the 63 percent average in the past 20
years. — Reuters

S&P 500 to test record high 
after BOJ ramps up stimulus

Japan’s public pension fund to double stock investment
TOKYO: Japan’s public pension fund-the
world’s biggest-said yesterday it will dou-
ble the amount of equities in its invest-
ment portfolio, as it seeks higher returns to
cope with a rapidly ageing population. The
unprecedented shift by the $1.26 trillion
Government Pension Investment Fund
(GPIF) will see stocks account for a com-
bined 50 percent of its portfolio, up from
about 24 percent now, pumping billions of
dollars into domestic and overseas share
markets.

“The new portfolio is designed to make
the fund operate more effectively as the
economy emerges from deflation,” the
fund’s president Takahiro Mitani told a

press conference in Tokyo.
“We’re trying to generate long-term

returns necessary for the fund’s operation-
but with the least risk-by diversifying its
investment mix.”

The new portfolio will see low-yielding
domestic bonds account for 35 percent of
the fund, with another 15 percent in for-
eign bonds, while 25 percent each would
be placed in domestic and foreign shares.
The fund previously had over 70 percent of
its funds in Japanese government and for-
eign bonds, with the remainder mostly in
overseas and domestic stocks.

Japan’s massive pension fund, equiva-
lent to a quarter of the entire economy,

towers  over  i ts  nearest  compet i tor-
Norway’s $700 billion pension plan. Unlike
some other more adventurous vehicles, it
keeps the majority of its cash in super-safe
and super-low return Japanese govern-
ment bonds. But with a growing number of
retirees and shrinking workforce straining
government finances-and Tokyo strug-
gling to boost the world’s number three
economy-Japan’s pension fund managers
are looking for  ways to improve their
returns.

About half of the country’s social securi-
ty budget goes to pension funding, so bol-
stering the performance of the fund would
take pressure off the public purse.— AFP
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TOKYO: People cross a street in Tokyo. Japan’s economic recovery remained in the doldrums in September, as inflation
edged lower and unemployment ticked up. The data were released yesterday as the Bank of Japan held a monetary poli-
cy meeting. — AP

TOKYO: The Bank of Japan ramped up its
vast monetary easing program yesterday-
sending the yen plunging and stocks
soaring-in a surprise move aimed at reviv-
ing growth just as the Federal Reserve
winds down its own stimulus spree.
Speaking after the central bank wrapped
up its latest policy meeting, BoJ chief
Haruhiko Kuroda said the fresh measures
were crucial to keeping Japan on track in
its war on deflation, and hinted more poli-
cy moves could follow. “The Japanese
economy is now at a critical moment in
the process of getting out of deflation,”
he told reporters in Tokyo, adding that
the BoJ would “not hesitate” to pull the
trigger on more easing if necessary.

Policymakers said they would inflate
the central bank’s asset-buying stimulus
plan by as much as 20 trillion yen ($182
billion), bringing it to an eye-popping 80
trillion yen annually. The BoJ also slashed
its economic growth forecast by half, and
trimmed consumer price expectations as
a much-touted inflation target looked
increasingly out of reach while Tokyo’s
bid to kickstart the economy stalls.

The yen dived below 111 against the
dollar, levels not seen since January 2008,
following the announcement while
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 stock index soared
more than five percent to a seven-year
high. The move is the first since Japan’s
central bank launched its huge bond-buy-
ing scheme in April last year as a corner-
stone of Tokyo’s wider plan to jumpstart
the world’s number three economy.

Yesterday’s decision throws into focus
the sharp contrast of fortunes for the US
and Japanese economies after the Federal
Reserve on Wednesday brought an end to
six years of bond-buying and considers an
interest rate hike. “Just when the Fed
takes the punch bowl off the table, the
BoJ arrives with a case of sake,” said
Jonathan Sudaria, a broker at London
Capital Group. UK-based CMC Markets
added that the BoJ’s move was “filling the
void left by the US central bank”.

‘Deflationary mindset’ 
On Thursday the Commerce

Department said the US economy
expanded an annualized 3.5 percent in
July-September, beating expectations of
3.0 percent. Japan’s economy, on the oth-
er hand, contracted 7.1 percent on an
annualized basis in the second quarter-its
steepest quarterly drop since the 2011
quake-tsunami disaster-as it was hit by a
sales tax hike in April. 

That has stoked fears about another
downturn in July-September,  which
would technically put the country in
recession. A BoJ statement said the deci-
sion on Friday passed by a narrow 5-4

majority vote.
The bank acknowledged that the levy

hike had put its target of 2.0 percent infla-
tion by sometime next year in trouble,
and said that had prompted yesterday’s
decision.

“Japan’s economy has continued to
recover moderately as a trend and is
expected to continue growing at a pace
above its potential,” the BoJ said in a

statement. “However, on the price front,
somewhat weak developments in
demand following the consumption tax
hike and a substantial decline in crude oil
prices have been exerting downward
pressure recently.

“If the current downward pressure on
prices remains, albeit in the short term,
there is a risk that conversion of deflation-
ary mindset, which has so far been pro-
gressing steadily, might be delayed.”

While falling prices may sound like a
good thing, they create an incentive for
consumers to put off buying goods in the
hopes of getting them cheaper down the
road, which in turn hurts producers and
their expansion plans.

Sooner than expected 
The BoJ’s easing move came after offi-

cial  data earl ier yesterday showed
September inflation slowed and house-
hold spending slumped as consumers
tighten their belts. “It always looked likely
that the Bank of Japan would be forced to
step up its pace of easing but the change
of tack has come sooner than the market
(or we) had expected,” Marcel Thieliant
from Capital Economics said in a note.

“Given the recent downward trend in
inflation, the Bank could well end up
increasing its asset purchases again next
year.” Earlier this week, the BoJ’s deputy
governor Kikuo Iwata said the two-year
timeline was not as rigid as Japan’s
always-on-time train services. “Monetary
policy is aimed at influencing people’s
behavior,” he told a parliamentary com-
mittee.

“It  can’t be l ike a train schedule.”
Japanese media reported yesterday that
the government was considering an extra
stimulus package of 3.0-4.0 trillion yen to
counter the downturn. After its meeting,
the BoJ slashed its economic growth out-
look to 0.5 percent in the year to March,
well down from a 1.0 percent growth fore-
cast in July, citing lacklustre exports and
slack consumer spending. It also trimmed
its fiscal year inflation outlook to 1.2 per-
cent from 1.3 percent and to 1.7 percent
from 1.9 percent in fiscal 2015. — AFP

BoJ expands monetary 
easing as economy slows

Yen plunges, stocks soar

LONDON: The owner of British Airways and Iberia raised its fore-
cast for profits this year and said it was on course for another rise
in 2015 despite an increasingly competitive backdrop that has hit
rival European airlines. International Airlines Group’s perform-
ance contrasts with Air France-KLM and Lufthansa, which have
cut forecasts because of strikes and competition from short-haul
budget airlines and long-haul Gulf carriers.

IAG Chief Executive Willie Walsh sought to end speculation
about the outlook for next year, saying the company had already
dealt with the many of the challenges European rivals are now
facing and was better placed in faster-growing economies. IAG
prioritized cutting staff costs before its rivals and has already
gone through a painful restructuring at Iberia. It bought discount
carrier Vueling in 2013 to compete with budget rivals and added
fuel-efficient planes to trim costs. “We’re very comfortable that
we will achieve our targets for 2015,” Walsh told reporters on a
conference call yesterday. IAG is aiming for operating profit of 1.8
billion euros ($2.3 billion) in 2015. For this year, IAG said it now
expected operating profit to come in at 1.32 billion to 1.37 billion
euros, up from a previous forecast of at least 1.27 billion. IAG
shares rose 4.3 percent to 407.7 pence at 1027 GMT, reaching
their highest level since June 12. IAG has outperformed its his-
toric rivals over the last three months, posting a 16 percent gain
against a 20 percent fall in Lufthansa’s stock and a 22 percent
drop in Air France’s shares.

London GDP 
Air France-KLM and Lufthansa are smarting from an increas-

ingly competitive sector, with more carriers vying for passengers
on many routes. Both are also trying to expand their budget
flights while controlling staff pay. Strikes by pilots and other staff
this year have cost Lufthansa about 170 million euros. Air France-
KLM said a two-week strike combined with weakening demand
would wipe 500 million euros off its profit in 2014.

“I think with Air France and Lufthansa, they’ve clearly got chal-
lenges that we don’t face, because we faced up to our challenges
earlier,” Walsh said. IAG said it was comfortable with capacity,
although it would trim it in the fourth quarter by 1.3-1.5 percent-
age points. IAG said it was also benefiting from its higher expo-
sure to countries with faster-growing economies than Lufthansa
and Air France-KLM, whose key home economies in Germany and
France respectively are weaker.

“US GDP is good, UK GDP, and particularly London GDP, is
good and as a result, we’re benefiting,” Walsh said. Analysts at
Jefferies said they believed IAG would give higher targets at its
investor update on Nov. 7, when the group may also announce
that it will pay its first dividend since British Airways and Iberia
merged in 2011. “IAG continues to distinguish itself, strategically
and structurally, translating into superior operational/financial
performance. Amongst flag carriers, IAG is the only show in
town,” Jefferies, who rate the stock a “buy”, said. Walsh also said
the Ebola crisis in West Africa, which some experts said could
dampen demand for air travel, was not affecting the company.
“We’re not seeing any impact on bookings,” he said.  — Reuters

TOKYO: Bank of Japan (BOJ) Governor
Haruhiko Kuroda speaks to the press at
the BOJ headquarters in Tokyo yester-
day. The BOJ ramped up its vast mone-
tary easing program following a string
of poor data that has fanned fears the
economy may contract again in the
third quarter. — AFP 

British Airways
owner confident

on growth

Oi, rivals agree to 
bid for Brazil’s TIM 

SAO PAULO: Mexico’s America Movil SAB, Spain’s Telefonica SA and
Brazil’s Grupo Oi SA agreed to bid for TIM Participacıes SA then to
break up Brazil’s second-largest wireless carrier, newspaper Folha de
S. Paulo reported yesterday. Folha reported without attribution that
the accord between the three companies is far from finalized, but
they agreed in principle to pay 31.5 billion reais ($13.1 billion) for
TIM, Telecom Italia SpA’s Brazilian unit. That price includes a 5 per-
cent premium to controlling and minority shareholders of TIM, the
paper added.

Telecom Italia has not received any offer to sell TIM Participacıes,
Telecom Italia Chairman Giuseppe Recchi said in a statement yester-
day. Investment banking firm Grupo BTG Pactual SA is handling the
transaction. A formal offer will be made to shareholders of Telecom
Italia, which owns about two-thirds of TIM Participacoes, the paper
said. Breaking up TIM would give rivals more breathing room in
Brazil’s crowded four-way mobile market, where they have struggled
to add customers, invest in high-speed networks and protect profits
in a stagnant economy. Under the deal, America Movil would keep
40 percent of TIM’s business, with Oi taking 28 percent and
Telefonica about 32 percent, Folha said. — Reuters
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WASHINGTON: US consumer spending fell in
September after a surge in August as personal
income growth slowed to a crawl, the
Commerce Department reported yesterday.

Consumer spending, which accounts for
the bulk of US economic activity, fell 0.2 per-
cent in September after a 0.5 percent rise in
August. It was the first decline in spending this
year since January, when consumer outlays

also fell 0.2 percent amid harsh winter weath-
er. Personal income increased only 0.2 percent
from the previous month, the weakest rise
since December 2013. Disposable personal
income edged up 0.1 percent, the smallest
increase since early this year. The savings rate
climbed two-tenths of a percentage point to
5.6 percent in September-the highest level
since December 2012. The personal consump-

tion expenditures price index, the Federal
Reserve’s preferred inflation measure, ticked
up 0.1 percent after a decline of 0.1 percent
August. 

Stripping out volatile food and energy, core
PCE prices rose 0.1 percent. Year-over-year,
PCE prices were up 1.4 percent and core prices
rose 1.5 percent, well below the Fed’s target of
2.0 percent annually. The lackluster report

came a day after the Commerce Department
estimated third-quarter economic growth at a
solid annual rate of 3.5 percent, despite a slow-
down in consumer spending, as higher
exports and defense spending boosted activi-
ty. During the July-September quarter, con-
sumer spending rose a tepid 1.8 percent from
the year-ago quarter, down from a 2.5 percent
gain in the second quarter. — AFP

US consumer spending falls as income growth stalls

PHILADELPHIA: Customers check out at the new Century 21 Department Store in Philadelphia. The Commerce
Department releases personal income and spending for September yesterday. —AP 

WASHINGTON: The US economy pow-
ered its way to a solid annual growth rate
of 3.5 percent from July through
September, outpacing most of the devel-
oped world and appearing on track to
extend its momentum through this year
and beyond.

The result isn’t a fluke. It turns out the
world’s biggest economy did a lot of
things right after the Great Recession that
set it apart from other major nations. In
the view of many economists, those key
decisions, particularly by the Federal
Reserve, appear to be paying off now.

An improving economy led the Fed on
Wednesday to end its stimulative bond
buying program. Launched during the
2008 financial crisis, it was an unprece-
dented and aggressive effort to revive a
dormant economy by buying trillions in
bonds to reduce long-term interest rates.

Doug Handler, chief US economist at
IHS Global Insight, credited the Fed and its
bond purchases with helping pull the
country out of the worst downturn since
the 1930s. “Its greatest impact was instill-
ing confidence in consumers and the busi-
ness community that Fed officials were
determined to do everything they could to
stimulate growth,” Handler said. “To know
you have the Fed pulling for you instills
confidence.”

Thursday’s government report on the
gross domestic product - the economy’s
total output of goods and services - added

to evidence that the Fed’s efforts have
translated into robust job growth and a
recovery that appears to be solidifying.
The third-quarter expansion was propelled
by solid gains in business investment,
exports and the biggest jump in military
spending in five years. It followed a 4.6
percent annualized expansion in the sec-
ond quarter, which marked a dramatic
turnaround from the first three months of
the year, when a harsh winter depressed
activity. Many economists say they’re con-
fident that the current October-December
quarter will be another solid one. They
also project that full-year growth for 2015
will hit 3 percent, giving the economy the
best annual performance since 2005, two
years before the Great Recession began.
“The economy does appear to be acceler-
ating of late,” said Dan Greenhaus, an ana-
lyst with investment firm BTIG.

Greenhaus added that the GDP report
showed an economy “on a sounder foot-
ing today than at any time over the last
few years.”

The US landscape stands in contrast to
other big economies of the world. Japan’s
GDP contracted at an annualized rate of
7.1 percent in the April-June quarter.
Germany, Europe’s traditional growth
engine, risks falling into recession - or
growth so weak it holds back the entire
euro currency union’s weak recovery.

The French economy posted zero
growth in the first two quarters of the year

and has revised down its growth forecasts
for the year to a paltry 0.4 percent.
Momentum is decelerating even in China,
which has posted blistering figures in
recent years. 

Growth in the world’s No 2 economy
waned to a five-year low of 7.3 percent in
the third quarter, though the result falls
roughly in line with Chinese leaders’ plans
for a controlled slowdown.

The US economy is benefiting from a
variety of other factors beyond the Fed.
For one thing, it’s relatively insulated from
weakness overseas. Exports account for
less than 14 percent of US activity, one of
the lowest such shares in the world. It’s
American consumers who drive the US
economy. They account for nearly 70 per-
cent of the economy, and things are look-
ing up for them. The job market is healthi-
er than it’s been in a while, with the unem-
ployment rate at a six-year low of 5.9 per-
cent. And falling gas prices frees up mon-
ey for consumers to spend on other things
that help fuel growth.

The nation has significantly strength-
ened its financial system, too. Sung Won
Sohn, an economics professor at the
Martin Smith School of Business at
California  State University, said that com-
pared with other major economies, the US
moved more quickly to bolster its banking
system. And consumers’ finances are in
better shape because many Americans
have pared debt.— AP

Strengthening US growth 
reflects help from Fed

Economy outpaces most of developed world

Argentina default
spreads to Par bonds,

raising acceleration risk
BUENOS AIRES/NEW YORK: Argentina’s debt default spread
to its Par bonds yesterday after the country failed to complete
an interest payment, raising the risk that creditors could
demand that its cash-strapped government immediately
repay all of its debt.

The country last month deposited a $161 million payment
with a newly appointed local trustee to try to circumvent U.S.
court orders for it to settle with “holdout” investors suing for
full repayment of bonds from a 2002 default before paying
debtholders who accepted a restructuring.

Yet Par bondholders faced legal and technical hurdles in
collecting the payments, and the 30-day grace period since
the coupon was originally due expired at midnight Thursday.

The economy ministry has not said whether any bondhold-
ers have come forward to collect.

Argentina had already defaulted in July on its Discount
notes, but holders of the Par bonds are more likely to claim
the accelerated payment of the principal because they are
trading at a steeper discount to their original value. An accel-
eration could leave Argentina facing claims of up to $30 bil-
lion, more than it holds in foreign reserves.

Sources owning Argentine debt say other creditors have
approached them about forming a group to accelerate. The
move would require the backing of investors holding at least
25 percent of the nominal amount of any single bond series.

“We were asked in very theoretical terms what our
thoughts were on acceleration,” said one source. “It was
something intermediated by an investment bank. The shop
leading the offer did not want to be identified.” Analysts say
many investors will be hesitant about the move as it could
mean costly litigation with an uncertain outcome. It could also
trigger a balance of payments crisis and further damage
Argentina’s ailing economy, making an eventual payment
even more difficult.

Under pressure 
Those talking of acceleration may simply be sounding out

options or putting pressure on Argentina to reach a deal with
the holdout funds that rejected restructuring following its
2002 default and are seeking full repayment of their bonds.
Argentine cabinet chief Jorge Capitanich said on Thursday
that instead of accelerating, those bondholders who accepted
steep writedowns in 2005 and 2010 debt swaps should sue US
District Judge Griesa for blocking interest payments.

“The person violating the law is the judge and not
Argentina, which is fulfilling its obligations to pay its sover-
eign debt,” he told reporters. Some creditors fear acceleration
would simply prevent a solution to the dispute with the hold-
outs, which would unblock interest payments.

“We are keeping our options open and not siding with any-
one in an acceleration effort,” said one investor who request-
ed anonymity. “Our interest is not to be an obstacle to a deal
that can settle this all after Jan. 1.” Argentina says it cannot
reach a deal with holdouts until the year-end expiry of the so-
called RUFO clause preventing it from paying them better
terms than those taken by bondholders who accepted the
writedowns in 2005 and 2010.

“I have heard from a number of Par holders that they will
consider what their next move will be after the expiration of
RUFO next year,” said a source at a fund holding Argentine
debt.

Investors sounding out the option of acceleration have sig-
naled patience with Argentina was growing thin, said Siobhan
Morden, head of Latin America strategy at Jefferies in New
York. “But the real risk of acceleration will come next year,
after RUFO expires,” she added. — Reuters
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Reality TV star Tameka “Tiny” Harris, the wife of
rapper T.I., has the attention of skeptical eye
doctors and social media haters over a proce-

dure she underwent to permanently lighten the col-
or of her eyes. Harris, once a member of the ‘90s R&B
group Xscape, told ABC News on Thursday that she
traveled to Africa a little more than two weeks ago
for cosmetic eye implants that changed her eye color
from brown to ice gray - and she couldn’t be happier.

“I looked in the mirror and I was, like, they’re
amazing,” she said on “Good Morning America” on
Thursday. New York ophthalmologist James Tsai, a
clinical spokesman for the American Academy of
Ophthalmology, told The Associated Press such cos-
metic procedures are illegal in the United States.
Similar but not identical procedures are done for
patients with specific medical problems or condi-
tions. For cosmetic purposes, he said, the risks can
include glaucoma, cataracts, bleeding in the eyes
and corneal problems. Tsai said websites advertising
such procedures for cosmetic purposes often

emphasis how quick they can be done - 10 to 15
minutes per eye - without emphasizing risks.

“We believe they are a dangerous practice and
as a physician I would never recommend them,” he
said. Tsai said cosmetic implants, which involve
making a small slit in the eye, first surfaced about
five years ago and have been done in the Middle
East, Panama and Africa. Harris, who co-wrote
TLC’s massive hit “No Scrubs,” said she went to
Africa for her procedure and is feeling fine. Some
on Twitter and other social media have questioned
her motivation for wanting to change up her eye
color as self-hate.

“I just wanted to do something different. I have
the right to do that,” Harris said. “It’s my body.” As
for her husband, she said he wasn’t on board at first
but now, “He loves them. He’s OK with them as long
as they’re healthy and I’m not having any prob-
lems.” Harris appears on two VH1 reality shows, “T.I.
and Tiny: The Family Hustle” and “Tiny and
Shekinah’s Weave Trip.” — AP

Tiny Harris defends
implants to change eye color

In this Sept 20, 2014 file photo, TV personality Takema ‘Tiny’ Harris arrives at
the 2014 BET Hip Hop Awards in Atlanta. — AP

In his secrecy-shrouded sci-fi extravaganza
“Interstellar,” filmmaker Christopher Nolan
isn’t just taking audiences to outer space.

He’s also sending a couple of robots along for
the ride - and they’re just not on board to
sweep the floors. “The idea was that they’d
been designed to put humans at ease during
extended periods of time,” said “Interstellar”
screenwriter Jonathan Nolan. “They were
originally conceived as Marines and pro-
grammed to engender the kind of comradery
that a Marine would, so they’ve been pro-
grammed with a sense of humor and variable
levels of honesty.”

The sleek grey ‘bots, which can be briefly
glimpsed in the movie’s trailers, are walking-
and-talking rectangular slabs of shiny metal
that operate like a cross between a Swiss
army knife and an iPhone. Their blocky frag-
ments can disconnect and rotate to perform a
variety of actions, from pushing buttons to
cart wheeling across alien planets.
(Paramount declined to provide images of
the characters for this story.)

In “Interstellar,” out next Wednesday, a
particularly acerbic robot named TARS (por-
trayed by Bill Irwin) accompanies a team of
astronauts led by Matthew McConaughey’s
pilot Cooper to find humankind a new home
after an ecological disaster wrecks Earth. “If
anything, he’s the one Cooper gets along
with the most out of anyone up there,” said
McConaughey. In an interview with The
Associated Press, “Interstellar” writer-director
Christopher Nolan discussed his vision of the
robots, their artificial intelligence and impor-
tance to the film’s story:

AP: You have robots in this movie.
What did you hope to achieve with those
characters?

Nolan: I wanted a more realistic approach
to what a robot would be. I didn’t even call

them robots in the script. I referred to them
as “articulated machines” because I wanted
my crew and everybody to stop thinking of
your standard idea of a robot. I wanted to
have a machine in the film that was like a
piece of gear - very tough, very resilient - that
had been designed for whatever purpose
best suited it.

AP: How did you approach the design
of TARS? He’s different from other robots
we’ve seen in film.

Nolan: As we pushed the concept further,
it became a very minimalist appearance that
disguises very complex functionality. My idea
was to remove any trace of anthropomor-
phism, so it doesn’t have a face. It doesn’t
have arms and legs. It does have a voice, and
therefore a personality. The great Bill Irwin,
who was puppeteering and voicing TARS,
was able to give an inanimate, non-human
object a personality.

AP: For their shape, were you inspired
by the monolith from “2001: A Space
Odyssey”?

Nolan: I think, in its science fiction context,
inevitably your mind goes to that - and that’s

fine by me. Definitely, the spirit of “2001”
hangs over the film. It was one of our aspira-
tions to pay homage to that film. It also
relates strongly to the architecture of Mies
van der Rohe. As we honed in on the idea, I
asked my designer (Nathan Crowley), who’s a
very big fan of modern architecture: What if
we designed a robot as if Mie van der Rohe
designed a robot? I think he really nailed it.

AP: The robots actually help drive the sto-
ry forward. How important was that to you?

Nolan: In my brother’s draft, he was really
into robots and artificial intelligence. What I
wound up focusing on was the issue of why
you need human beings on this mission. The
robots are presented as being physically
superior to humans and able to lift heavier
things and follow orders perfectly. We kept
coming back to the idea of intuition, human
adaptability and innovation. That’s driven by
a survival instinct, which a robot can’t have.
That makes the robots very important in the
story. They take on their own incredible per-
sonalities, but they’re not human. They keep
you thinking about what it means to be
human. — AP

Q
&

A Interstellar
filmmaker

Nolan on his robots

This photo released by Paramount Pictures shows, Matthew McConaughey, in
a scene from the film, ‘Interstellar,’ from Paramount Pictures and Warner
Brothers Pictures, in association with Legendary Pictures. — AP

Jury may decide if 
‘Blurred Lines’ copied

Gaye’s ‘Got to Give It Up’

Afederal judge said that a jury should decide whether
the Pharrell Williams, Robin Thicke and Clifford Harris Jr
composed “Blurred Lines” copied from Marvin Gaye’s

“Got to Give It Up.” US District Judge John Kronstadt on
Thursday denied a effort by Williams, Thicke and Harris to
quickly resolve the dispute over the ownership of the song,
ruling that Gaye’s family members “have made a sufficient
showing that elements of ‘Blurred Lines’ may be substantially
similar to protected, original elements of ‘Got to Give It Up.’”
He made his ruling after a several experts offered reports and
testimony comparing the two
compositions, with some con-
flicting results.

Kronstadt also rejected an
effort by Thicke and Paula
Patton to reject Gaye family
members’ claims that their
song “Love After War” copied
Gaye’s “After the Dance.” The
judge wrote that the expert
analysis of the songs shows a
“sufficient disagreement” con-
cerning the extrinsic similarity
of the two songs. The Gaye
family offers “evidence that
‘Love After War’ contains
melodic and harmonic features
substantially similar to those in
‘After the Dance,’ notwithstanding the inversion of the
melody in the choruses and the substitutions and modulation
in the harmony,” he wrote.

A trial is scheduled to begin on Feb 10. Kronstadt noted in
his decision that Thicke had told GQ magazine that shortly
before “Blurred Lines” was composed, he told Williams that
“Got to Give It Up” was one of “his favorite songs of all time”
and that he wanted to “make something like that, something
with that groove.” And while Thicke told similar stories to oth-
er media outlets, after the lawsuit was filed, he denied that he
was thinking of Gaye when “Blurred Lines” was written. At his
deposition, Thicke claimed that he was intoxicated when he
made statements about the influence of Gaye on the works.

Kronstadt, however, said that Thicke’s “inconsistent state-
ments” do not “constitute direct evidence of copying,” and
they didn’t affect his analysis of the dispute. Greg Gabriel of
Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump &amp; Aldisert, said that
although the case has generated a lot of attention given that
it is dealing with a recent hit song and a classic, Kronstadt’s
decision was a “fact specific analysis” that will be left to a jury
to decide if there is substantial similarity. —Reuters

Robin Thicke
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US film ‘Heaven Knows What’ directors Joshua Safdie (3rd right), Benny Safdie (2nd right), actress Arielle Holmes (3rd left) and actor Caleb Landry Jones (right) wave
with Tokyo International Film Festival (TIFF) president of jury and US film director James Gunn (2nd left) and TIFF festival muse and Japanese actress Miki Nakatani
(left) during the photo session of the film’s awarding ceremony for Tokyo Grand Prix in Tokyo yesterday. ‘Heavean Knows What’ received the Tokyo Grand Prix award
and Best Directors award. (Right) Film directors Takeshi Kitano, left, of Japan and Tim Burton of the US pose with the Samurai Awards they received during the award
ceremony. — AFP

Joshua and Benny Safdie’s “Heaven Knows
What,” the story of a young heroin addict
who finds love in the streets of New York,

took the top prize at the Tokyo International Film
Festival yesterday.

The Safdie brothers also won the best direc-
tor award for the US -French production, which is
based on a real-life account of the female lead,
Arielle Holmes, and co-stars Caleb Landry Jones
of “X-Men: First Class” fame. “It was very simple,”

competition jury president James Gunn said on
selecting the winner. “This was the film that
inspired us the most and got us the most excit-
ed.” The “Guardians of the Galaxy” director
added that “Heaven Knows What” was the most
balanced of the films in competition in terms of
imagery, story and acting. “Heaven Knows What”
was one of 15 films competing for the $50,000
Tokyo Grand Prix, after premiering in Venice and
screening at Toronto and New York.

The main competition lineup featured a
strong slate of other films making their Asian
premieres after screening at major festivals,
including “1001 Grams,” Norway’s Oscar submis-
sion for Best Foreign Language Film, and French
thriller “The Connection.” Lone Japanese entry
“Pale Moon,” about an ordinary housewife who
becomes involved in embezzlement, won the
Audience Award.

Outside the main competition, this year’s fes-

tival put greater emphasis than previous years
on animation, highlighting Japan’s strength in
anime. The festival opened with the world pre-
miere of “Big Hero 6,” Disney Animation’s next
big feature after last year’s hit “Frozen.” It also
featured a section on the works of “Evangelion”
animator Hideaki Anno, while “Super Mario” cre-
ator Shigeru Miyamoto unveiled his 3D “PIKMIN
Short Movies,” based on the Nintendo game
characters. — Reuters

‘Heaven Knows What’ takes
top prize at Tokyo film festival

There was a bit of a British invasion at
the Beverly Hills Hilton hotel, as
BAFTA Los Angeles hosted its annu-

al Britannia Awards, honoring film and
television talent from both sides of the
pond, including director Mike Leigh and
actors Dame Judi Dench, Emma Watson,
Julia Louis-Dreyfus and Robert Downey Jr.
But most of the attendees Thursday night
were Brits-no surprise, given the party
was thrown by the LA branch of the
British Academy of Film and Television
Arts. Downey received the Stanley Kubrick
Award for Excellence in Film, named after
the legendary director of such films as
“2001: A Space Odyssey” “(The award)
means a heck of a lot to me,” said Downey.
“I love British filmmakers, and they have
such a great talent pool.” Oscar-winning
actress Dench was honored with Albert R.
(“Cubby”) Broccoli Award for Worldwide
Contribution in Entertainment, named
after one of the original producers of the
James Bond films.

Noted Dench, “Well, I’m rather over-
whelmed by (the award), because I didn’t
ever expect to have a film career at all. I
never knew Cubby Broccoli, although I
know, of course, (Albert’s daughter)
Barbara Broccoli and (Barbara’s half-
brother and Bond-series producer)
Michael Wilson very well. And I’ve had 17
years of doing Bond, which has been just
wonderful. So, I’m very, very proud that I

shall have something that is named after
Cubby.” Dench and fellow honoree
Watson posed together for photogra-
phers on the arrivals line.

Watson, named Britannia British Artist
of the Year, said Dench is “just all soul and
all grace and strength and beauty, and
she really, for me, she’s an iconic British
actor. She’s what you aspire to be.” The

79-year-old Dench is currently on a box-
office roll, with her 2012 releases “The
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” and “Skyfall”
and her Oscar-nominated 2013
“Philomena” all boasting worldwide
grosses of more than $100 million each.
Dench’s next film is the sequel “The
Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,” hit-
ting cinemas in February. —AP

Downey, Watson, Dench
honored by British Academy

Honorees Robert Downey Jr, from left, Emma Watson and Judi Dench
appear on stage at the BAFTA Los Angeles Britannia Awards at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel on Thursday in Beverly Hills, Calif. — AP

Adramatic picture from last year’s anti-government
protests in Bulgaria has brought unexpected fame to
its young photographer after landing in the new US

social sci-fi movie “The Giver”. The shot of a crying teenage
girl clutching a helmeted police officer during a rally in Sofia
went viral on Facebook after it was published in November. It
was among hundreds of pictures taken by photography stu-
dent Stefan Stefanov, 25, while covering the anti-government
protests as an intern for a Bulgarian daily.

He was paid 25 euros for the picture and happy with the
Facebook exposure, thought that would be the end of the sto-
ry. But  a company working for the US movie, starring Meryl
Streep, Jeff Bridges and Brenton Thwaite, contacted him with
an offer to buy the shot. “The Giver” came out in the US in
August and across Europe this month.  —AFP

Bulgarian photographer Stefan Stefanov poses with his
picture from an anti-government protest in the National
Academy for theatre and film arts in Sofia on October 31,
2014. — AFP

Demo picture brings
spark of Hollywood

fame to Bulgarian student
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“Want to taste? Come on! It’s a bit like the sushi of
chocolate,” calls out raw chocolate maker
Frederic Marr, beckoning the curious to his stall

at Paris’s annual chocolate extravaganza, the Salon du
Chocolat. Touted as a “super food” by some, raw chocolate is
the latest trend in the world of chocolate. Proponents say it
has health benefits because the cocoa beans used to make it
are heated to much lower temperatures than for standard
chocolate.

As a result, they say, raw chocolate has more nutrients
such as iron, zinc, magnesium and copper as well as higher
levels of antioxidants. According to Marr, who is based at
Montreuil, near Paris, recent refinements in the raw choco-
late making process mean that in addition to being a good
health option, it also tastes good. “Historically raw chocolate
was not very good. It was consumed for nutritional reasons,
so there was less care taken in its manufacture,” he said.

“But quality raw chocolate is now starting to be successful
in countries that also care about taste, including France,” he
added. Lauren Bandy, nutrition analyst at consumer market
researchers Euromonitor International, said raw chocolate
was still a niche product but had seen a steady rise in popu-
larity over the past few years. Sales of standard dark choco-
late have risen by $1.4 billion globally over the past five
years, with an annual growth rate of seven percent, she said.

‘Lot of promise’ 
“Many consumers buy raw chocolate for the same reasons

they buy dark chocolate (so) if dark chocolate sales are to be

used as an indicator for raw chocolate’s potential, then raw
chocolate has a lot of promise.” More expensive than other
types of chocolate, raw chocolate costs around five euros
($6.30) for a 45-gramme bar. But Kris McGowan, of the UK-
based Raw Chocolate Company, said consumers were willing
to pay extra for food if they had confidence in how it was
made and what had gone into it.

“Probably over the last 10 years there’s been a real shift
amongst consumers; they are taking much more care of what
they buy,” he said. “They want to know more about where
things come from and after various food scandals people no
longer trust the big companies to do things cleanly,” he
added. For Nefeli Bouzalas, of import company Hacienda del
Cacao, the emergence of raw chocolate highlights a trend for
chocolate that is less sweet.

“There have always been some people who love dark
chocolate but now more and more people who before would
have chosen a milky chocolate are chosing dark chocolate.
“Now people are even asking us for 100 percent cocoa-which
is really bitter,” she said. Whatever the claims made for raw
chocolate, French nutrition consultant  Laurent Chevallier,
warned against relying on it as a source of nutrients.

“The nutritional benefits of chocolate are only worth any-
thing in very large quantities,” he said adding that from a
health point of view levels of antioxidants in chocolate were
“infinitesimal”. “Chocolate does not have nutritional value
when you consume it in reasonable quantities and if you eat
it in unreasonable quantities you will get fat,” he said.—AFP

Gourmets get taste for ‘raw’ chocolate

Japanese animator, film director and actor Hideaki
Anno answers a question during his interview with
Agence France-Presse at a Tokyo hotel on October 26,
2014.—AFP

When she came to life in 1974, she was a kitty with-
out a name, sitting sideways in blue overalls and a
big red bow, on a coin purse for Japanese girls.

Today, fans around the world celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of this global icon of “cute-cool.” That is, Hello Kitty.
Only a handful of characters last so long, especially in
Japan, where thousands come and go in a highly competi-
tive market. Hello Kitty has the looks, and more.

“Characters must have certain qualities, like an over-
sized round face, short limbs and plump body,” said econ-
omist Takuro Morinaga, an expert on popular culture.
“Kitty follows the basics, yet she has a strong personality.”
Innovative design and clever marketing also helped
expand her fan base around the world, said Christine Yano,
anthropologist and author of “Pink Globalization: Hello
Kitty’s Trek Across the Pacific.”

Hello Kitty’s company, Sanrio Co., which specializes in
designing and making a wide range of products in the
booming “cute” business, created her as a character 40
years ago. According to Sanrio, her real name is Kitty
White, born Nov. 1 - no year is given - in the London sub-
urbs. The birthday date was chosen because it is the birth-
day of her original designer, Yuko Shimizu.

Sanrio strives to keep Hello Kitty ahead of the curve, fac-
toring in social and fashion trends and collaborating with
other popular characters and fashion brands. Her basic
appearance hasn’t changed much, but just about every-
thing else constantly is. Yano said the philosophy of not
resting is part of the character’s success. “That makes
things very fresh, very new,” she said in a telephone inter-
view from Boston. “She is always the same but always dif-
ferent.”

The 70s: A schoolgirl staple
Made up of just a few simple strokes - two dots for eyes,

a tiny circle for a nose and no mouth  Hello Kitty was large-
ly for little girls at the start. Her stationery became a staple
gift for schoolgirls.  Hello Kitty made her overseas debut in
the United States in 1976 before heading to Europe and
the  rest of Asia. She posed piloting an airplane in 1978 for
the opening of Tokyo’s Narita International  Airport, sym-
bolizing her dream of going global.

The 80s: Kids stuff no more
Hello Kitty began shaking off her purely childish image

After 40 years, a look at Hello Kitty’s success

A man wears a Hello Kitty mask in Beijing as the deadly
flu-like illness SARS spreads in China.

In this Sept 25, 2014 file photo, Taiwan’s Lin Yi Chun
reloads her shotgun during the women’s double trap
shooting competition at the 17th Asian Games at
Gyeonggido Shooting Range in Incheon, South Korea.

In this Nov 26, 2009 file photo, the Hello Kitty balloon
floats down Central Park West during the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York.
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and attracting adults. Her outfits and background shifted
from bold red, blue and yellow to hues of pink and blue. A
black and white Hello Kitty reflected a monotone boom led
by Japanese fashion brand Comme des Garcons. Kitty’s
third and current designer Yuko Yamaguchi took the bold
step of removing the black outline around the character.
Hello Kitty decorated the popular items of the day, includ-
ing pagers and hand-held game machines.

The 90s: Like mother, like daughter
Some of her original fans started having children, a

potential second generation of fans.  Sanrio Puroland, a
theme park targeting families, opened in the Tokyo sub-
urbs. Designer Yamaguchi created a baby Kitty in 1999 at
the request of young mothers. “Kitty-lers,” a new breed of
grown-ups devoted to the character, became a national
phenomenon. A Hello Kitty laptop went on sale, as did a
portable karaoke machine amid a karaoke boom. “I’m her
peer, and I’ve been her fan since kindergarten,” said 40-
year-old Yuko Ishikawa, who gave a big hug Thursday to
Hello Kitty at Sanrio Puroland on a visit with her 3-year-old
daughter, Hina. “Happy birthday!”

The 2000s: The cool factor
The growing worldwide popularity of Japanese anima-

tion and comics helped Hello Kitty become cool, not just
cute - or “cute-cool” as Yano puts it. A new wink gave her

greater semantic presence, she said. “It can be taken
straight, or ironically, or it can be taken humorously.”
Sanrio reached out to fans of different fashion tastes, from
girly to street and designer brands. In 2008 Hello Kitty
donned a Dior collection in Vogue magazine. She also co-
branded with Diesel, A Bathing Ape, Undercover, Reebok
and Vans, as well as cosmetics makers Crabtree & Evelyn
and MAC.

The future: Lady Gaga, Swarovski, what’s next?
Hello Kitty is featured on about 50,000 items in some

130 countries. Lady Gaga has performed in Hello Kitty cos-
tumes, and rock band Kiss produced T-shirts last year fea-
turing Hello Kitty in its trademark-Kiss makeup and cos-
tumes. A sitting Kitty decorated with 14,000 Swarovski
stones sells for 476,280 yen ($470) in Japan. Taiwan’s EVA
Air launched a Kitty-inspired Airbus A330-300 flight
between Taipei and Sapporo in 2011, and Kitty-themed
luxury spas have opened in Bangkok and Dubai. Her
future? There will be some ups and downs ahead, Yano
says, but “I think it has a presence, a long-lasting pres-
ence.”—AP

Lady Gaga poses for photographers with a Lady Gaga version of Hello Kitty doll during a
press conference to promote her latest album in Tokyo.—AP/AFP photos

In this March 29, 2008 file photo, rugby fans dressed in Hello Kitty clothes cheer during
the second day match at the Hong Kong Rugby Sevens 2008.

In this April 10, 2012 file photo, a waitress shows a dish at
Asia’s first Hello Kitty-themed restaurant in Beijing, China.

In this Jan 20, 2009 file photo, nurses in the Hello Kitty-designed maternity ward at the Hau Sheng Hospital checks on
the newborns in the southern Taiwan city of Chunghua.

In this Friday, Oct 17, 2014 photo, a girl admires a Hello
Kitty balloon sold in Manila, Philippines.
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Aplace of fear, legend, inspiration and exploration, Paris’s
skull and bone-lined Catacombs still draw thousands of vis-
itors each year, many of whom queue for hours to explore

the ghoulish burial site. “Stop! This is the empire of the dead”,
reads a sign greeting visitors at the entrance to the two-kilometer
(1.2-mile) long tunnels filled with the bones of approximately six
million Parisians-although that figure is still debated. 

The transfer of human remains from Parisian cemeteries to the
tunnels began towards the end of the 18th century when authori-
ties realized that the decomposition of bodies in the city’s ceme-
teries was not particularly good for public health. “It was said that
the wine was turning bad and the milk was curdling,” said Sylvie
Robin, the site’s curator. So the city decided to move the skeletal
remains to abandoned underground quarries.

And never short of a money-spinning idea to attract tourists,
the city of light opened up its darkest corners to visitors shortly
afterwards. At the entrance of the site at Denfert-Rochereau in the
south of Paris is a panel warning in three languages that the visit
“is likely to upset especially sensitive people and children”, not
surprising considering that 800 meters of the journey is a walk
between walls lined entirely with bones.

Among the stacked bones are also galleries with pictures and
quotes that would give anyone pause to reflect on their own mor-
tality-”Think in the morning that you might not survive until the

evening, and in the evening that you might survive until the
morning.”  “All of these tibias piled in such a decorative manner
pose the question (of mortality) ... there’s a visual proof that
everyone is equal in death that is quite philosophical,” said Valerie
Guillaume, museum director.

‘Mysterious, exciting, strange’ 
Tourist Antonina Bodak said it was a place like no other.  “It’s

mysterious, exciting, strange. It has no equal,” said Bodak, who
was visiting from Belarus. “I’ve always wanted to see this place.”
Only a small portion of the tunnels is open to visitors. The entire
length is more than 200 kilometers, and extends beneath a large
part of the city.  “The term ‘Catacombs’, borrowed from the
Roman Catacombs, can be confusing,” said Robin, because it
refers to all 800 hectares (nearly 2,000 acres) of quarries and not,
contrary to popular belief, one massive cemetery. 

Robin said the tunnels were originally used by people who
wanted to avoid tolls when entering the city, and by smugglers
and criminals who wanted to evade authorities.  Today, modern-
day daredevils, known as “cataphiles”, take exploration into their
own hands, and nose around in the off-limits sections of the net-
work of tunnels. Some have gone as far as to hold secret parties
deep below the pulsating city or even organize clandestine movie
screenings.

Exploring the unofficial Catacombs has been against the law
since 1955, and a special police squadron was set up in the 1990s
to track down the “cataphiles,” resulting in a macabre game of
cat-and-mouse among the bones.

Those nabbed roaming the Catacombs without permission are
fined a relatively light 40 euros ($50). But the dark, dank passage-
ways came into their own during a heatwave in 2003, with
tourists and locals alike scrambling down there to enjoy the rela-
tive cool. Authorities were forced to turn desperate people away
seeking to escape record high temperatures for the relief of the
Catacombs with their mean daily temperature of 15 degrees C (59
degrees F).

The Catacombs still exert a powerful influence on popular cul-
ture and have given rise to many urban legends, including tales of
Masonic meetings, black masses, Nazi gatherings, gang fights,
and serial killers. It’s no coincidence that writers like Victor Hugo,
Gaston Leroux and Anne Rice all drew inspiration from the
famous underground tunnels.  And for the visitor, if walking
through miles of bone filled halls wasn’t frightening enough
already, the museum recently extended its hours from 5:00 pm to
8:00 pm, allowing people to visit the tunnels after sunset. — AFP

File pictures shows skull and bones stacked at the Catacombs of Paris on October 14, 2014. — AFP photos
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Trick or treat! While youngsters dress up as ghosts and gob-
lins and go door to door for Halloween, grown-ups across
the United States are indulging in all things pumpkin spice.

What started a decade ago as a seasonal Starbucks coffee flavor-
which curiously isn’t made of pumpkin-has blossomed into some-
thing of an autumn American obsession. Supermarket shelves are
bursting with pumpkin spice cookies, chocolates, marshmallows,
waffles, bagels, pasta, potato chips, Greek yogurt, hummus, gra-
nola and pudding, to name but a few.

Trader Joe’s, a hip grocery chain, features “pumpkin-spiced
pumpkin seeds” among its arm’s length list of edible Halloween
offerings. Craft brewers are tapping into a growing market for lim-
ited-edition pumpkin-flavored beer. Bartenders mix pumpkin
spice cocktails that might go nicely with a pumpkin spice e-ciga-
rette. “Now, everything from your morning coffee to salad mix
has some type of pumpkin flavoring,” food writer Samantha
Bakall of the Oregonian newspaper in Portland, Oregon reported.

In a bit of investigative lifestyle journalism, Bakall set out to
sample every pumpkin-flavored product she could find. She
stopped after 26 items, leaving 17 more untested. “I’ve heard of
realtors using pumpkin spice candles when they are staging
homes as a way to make prospective buyers feel more at home,”
added Karen Mishra, a marketing professor at Meredith College in
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Dollars for pumpkins 
Halloween is big business, with American consumers expected

to drop $7.4 billion this year on costumes, decorations, candy and
more, the National Retail Federation has said. Some of those
greenbacks will be spent on real pumpkins. Last year US farmers
grew 1.13 billion pumpkins, the Department of Agriculture says.
Many if not most became jack-o-lanterns, lit on October 31, then
dumped in the trash the next day. For Americans, pumpkins are
pregnant with symbolism, even if they’ve never been a dietary
mainstay, said Cindy Ott, author of “Pumpkin: The Curious History
of an American Icon.”

As more and more Americans moved into cities, the pumpkin
came to be associated with the romance of nature and the virtues
of country life, the St Louis University professor said.  “It’s the
meaning that people are celebrating,” she told AFP. “There’s no
practical reason to put pumpkin spice in a cup of coffee or to put
a pumpkin on your front stoop.” Starbucks is widely credited for
launching the pumpkin spice craze with its Pumpkin Spice Latte,
or PSL, concocted in 2003 in the “liquid lab” at its Seattle,
Washington headquarters.

It marries an espresso with steamed milk-that is, a latte-with
pumpkin spice sauce, cinnamon, clove and nutmeg, topped with
whipped cream and a dash of pumpkin pie topping. “Nobody
knew back then what it would grow to be. It’s taken on a life of its

own,” said Starbucks executive Peter Dukes, who spearheaded
the project, in a corporate press release. Yet it contains “absolute-
ly no real pumpkins,” according to food activist Vani Hari.

On her Foodbabe.com blog, Hari questioned the safety of the
PSL’s caramel coloring ingredient, as well as the beverage’s “toxic
dose” of sugar. Andrea Riberi, senior vice president for consumer
insights at market research firm Nielsen, said it remains to be seen
if the “infiltration” of pumpkin-flavored products is more than a
passing fad.

Will they buy again? 
“Given the nature that these are seasonal, it will be interest-

ing to see if people who, say, buy a pumpkin-flavored pancake
mix will buy it again,” she said. But Melissa Connolly, a blogger,
web designer and self-described pumpkin obsessive in North
Carolina, dismissed any suggestion that America might be
approaching “peak pumpkin.” “That’s like asking if America is
reaching ‘peak football’,” she told AFP in an email. “Pumpkin is
here to stay.” — AFP

A group of youngsters dressed as ghouls and zombies for Halloween parade in downtown Lisbon, Portugal, yesterday. — AP

Visitors to a pick-it-yourself farm in northern Virginia set off with their choice of pumpkins on Thursday ahead of the Halloween holiday. — AFP photos
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A private open-air bazaar is selling
pumpkins of all sizes as decoration,
ahead of Halloween that is taking root
in Poland, especially among school 
children, but also for soup, cakes and
sweet-and-sour preserves for the 
winter, in Warsaw, Poland,
on Thursday.  — AP photos

Breathtaking purple-and-orange light
displays, zombie graveyards, mutilat-
ed mannequins and singing inflatable

pumpkins are just some of the front-yard
Halloween decorations that Americans are
expected to spend $7.4 billion on this year.
In the Chicago suburb of Naperville, the dis-
plays got so elaborate that Annette Wehrli
decided to set up a tour.

Wehrli’s Naperville Trolley & Tours, which
has run tours of Christmas lights for 19
years, put Halloween on the schedule at the
suggestion of enthusiastic residents of the
sprawling upper middle-class city of
200,000. The tour, which costs $15 a head,
ends on Conan Doyle Road, where Nick
Thomas’ house with a zombie apocalypse
on the lawn and a light show of singing
skulls programmed to music has become a
Youtube sensation.

“When the lights go on you can see it
from outer space,” said Thomas, 60, a self-
described kid at heart who began decorat-
ing his lawn 20 years ago when his children
were small. He has plenty of company if not
at the same scale. About half of consumers
plan to decorate their home or yard each
year and national spending on Halloween in
2014 is expected to hit a near-record at $7.4
billion, a National Retail Federation survey
found.

“I’m the only freak who’s doing all this,”
said Thomas, gesturing at a forest of gigan-
tic ghouls, vampires, gravestones, pump-
kins, corpses, wraiths and zombies. Thomas
and his former neighbor, civil engineer
Steve Jandick, 25, spend every September
setting up the display and getting ready for
thousands of visitors. Thomas, head of the
arts and humanities department at a nearby
community college, is also taking donations
for GiGi’s Playhouse, which serves children
and adults with Down syndrome.

His good-humored neighbors direct the
snarl of traffic and donate candy for
Halloween night. Last year volunteers hand-
ed out 500 bags of sweets to swarms of
trick-or-treaters. “Give me your phone, I
want to take a picture,” one excited child on
the tour said, tugging at the sleeve of his
grandfather, 49-year-old Garret Tylka in
Thomas’ yard. Tylka, a software engineer,
said he likes it that enthusiasm over
Christmas displays has extended to
Halloween. “It’s all for the kids,” said Tylka,
whose family has taken Wehrli’s Christmas

tour. The Conan Doyle Road display is do-it-
yourself, but home owners also can turn to
professionals. Derek Norwood, owner of
Holiday Creations Pro, got his first
Halloween order nine years ago and this
year installed about 40 big Halloween light
displays - blinking “BOO” signs, purple bats
hanging from the eaves - in the Chicago
area. Norwood charges first time customers
on average $2,500 for products and installa-
tion and returning customers some $800 to
set up their displays. After Halloween, a
quick swap gets a customer ready for

Christmas, he said. “I design it to be red and
purple for Halloween, then put up red and
white for Christmas,” he said. “I take the bats
down and put the wreaths up.”

Of course, conspicuous Halloween
spending strikes some as misplaced. Retired
nurse Carole Bogaard of Oak Lawn wrote to
the Chicago Tribune to appoint herself
Halloween Grinch. 

“I know the kids get a kick out of it, but to
me it’s over the top. There are so many oth-
er places that money can be spent,”
Bogaard told Reuters. — Reuters

Tis the season: 
To tour Halloween light displays

Richard
Underly looks up

at his giant 
mummy in

Portage, Mich. At
23 feet high, the

mummy is 
nearing twice

the size as last
year’s Halloween

decoration. ‘It
made me popular

and put me on the
map,’ Underly

said.’ —AP
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Don Stewart and his wife will be
home with the lights on
Halloween night, waiting for

trick-or-treaters. But like a lot of folks
who stock up on candy, they’ll proba-
bly end up eating it themselves. “My
wife and I buy candy every year,
knowing that trick-or-treaters won’t
come to see us,” said Stewart, an artist
in Homewood, Alabama. That’s why
they buy the treats they like, not nec-
essarily what they think kids will like:
“Nothing is wasted. If we plan well,
there’s usually enough to last us ‘til
Christmas.”

This little game of self-deception
plays out each year in buildings where
apartment-dwellers wait in vain for
door knocks and on suburban side
streets and country roads where kids
don’t wander. “We were bummed out
the first few times,” said Stewart, “until
we realized, ‘Hey this is a bonus. We
can buy all the candy we want and eat
it and it’s not our fault.’”

When Paula Werne moved to a rural
stretch in Ferdinand, Indiana, 32 years
ago with her farmer husband Gary, “I
was skeptical we’d have any trick-or-
treaters.” But her husband insisted the
location wouldn’t deter locals. “I pur-
chased multiple bags of goodies and

positioned a welcoming jack-o-lantern
in the front window,” she recalled. And
who came? “Not a soul. Not a single
solitary soul ... I even checked to make
sure the doorbell worked. Twice.” Her
husband ate the candy, and each year
since, he has convinced her that “this
might be the year.”

Some folks think fewer kids go
door to door these days, with more
organized parties and programs
instead. “Kids do their trick-or-treating
at school now because of safety rea-
sons or fear of drunk drivers,” Jason
Varden, who works for an online
videogame company, Gazillion, and
lives with his wife in Milpitas,
California. “It goes into the helicopter
mom thing of ‘We’re not going to let
our kids go up to strangers.’” The
trend hasn’t stopped him from buying
the 200-plus-size bags of goodies
from Target. “It’s all for the children!”
he insisted. “But we bought Kit Kats
and Snickers - candy we knew we
would eat if we had to.”

Fond memories
Bryanna Johns, 20, a student at

Virginia Commonwealth University in
Richmond, isn’t that far removed from
her childhood trick-or-treating, but

she thinks the practice “is losing its
appeal. People are so worried about
can you trust who your child is getting
candy from. They’re going trick-or-
treating more in children’s museums,
churches and malls instead.”

She goes home Halloween night to
help her mom answer the door, but
they typically only get about 20 kids. So
mom buys candy the family likes -
Snickers and Reese’s Pieces, rather than
fruity or fizzy sweets - and they watch a
horror movie at evening’s end while fin-
ishing the leftovers. Monique Lewis also
has fond memories of trick-or-treating
as a kid in Arlington, Virginia. But as an
adult living in three different apart-
ments, she’s never had a trick-or-treater.
“First year in, I was so excited because I
was certain that I would be flooded. By
the time 10 pm had rolled around, I was
standing in the hallway with my door
open, frantically searching for the miss-
ing treaters,” said Lewis, a marketing
consultant now living in Manhattan.
Each time she moved, she kept buying
candy, thinking “every building is differ-
ent.” She even decorated her door to
make it inviting. But usually, the day
after Halloween, she’s “eating all the
candy and throwing impromptu get-
togethers” to get rid of it. — AP

No trick-or-treaters?
Buy Halloween

candy anyway!

This image released by Jason Varden shows candy pur-
chased in anticipation of Halloween trick-or-treaters
iat his home in Milpitas, Calif. — AP

That bowl of chocolates for ninjas and ghosts won’t cost you more
this Halloween. Picking the perfect sweet for your Valentine
could. The cost of ingredients in chocolate bars is rising, and the

nation’s biggest candy makers have already warned of price hikes next
year. And it’s not just costs that are pushing up prices. A growing sweet
tooth around the world means more demand for chocolate. Here are
the global trends putting pressure on the confection:

Pricier ingredients
Hershey and Mars, which together account for about two-thirds of

US chocolate sales, are hiking prices. Hershey cited the rising cost of
cocoa, dairy and nuts when it announced an 8 percent increase in the
average wholesale price of its candy this summer. Those higher costs
weighed on the chocolate maker’s most recent earnings, which fell 4
percent. Hershey CEO, John Bilbrey, said in an interview with CNBC
earlier this month that shoppers wouldn’t see a price increase this
year because his company negotiated prices for its holiday items well
in advance. However, consumers would notice an impact next year.
Mars, a privately-held company, said this summer that its prices
would rise by about 7 percent because of a need to support its mar-
keting spending and “manufacturing capabilities.” The company said
that it last increased prices in 2011.

Global sweet tooth
People in the developing economies of Asia and Latin America are

acquiring a taste for chocolate. While North America and Western
Europe still account for more than half of global chocolate sales,
demand is growing faster in emerging markets. That’s raising con-
cerns that demand for cocoa beans, the key ingredient in chocolate
bars, will outstrip supply. Chocolate sales in Asia are forecast to grow
by 23 percent over the next five years and by almost 31 percent in
Latin America, according to London-based research firm Euromonitor
International. That compares with growth of 8.3 percent in North
America and 4.7 percent in Western Europe over the same period.
Those forecasts helped push the price of cocoa beans as high as

$3,371 a ton in September, the highest level since March 2011. The
price has since fallen back to $2,923 a ton, but it is still 23 percent
higher than it was two years ago.

Supply problems
West Africa is the world’s biggest cocoa producing region and

accounts for about two-thirds of the global crop. Unlike large, mod-
ern farms in the US and other developed economies, about 80 to 90
percent of the world’s cocoa crop comes from small, family-run oper-
ations, according to the World Cocoa Foundation, a trade organiza-

tion. The small-scale production makes it more challenging to intro-
duce modern farming techniques that boost productivity from sea-
son-to-season to faster match demand. The WCF, which is backed by
companies including Mars and Hershey, is sponsoring farmer training
to encourage more efficient use of water resources and better soil
management to improve crop yields. West Africa is also at the center

of the Ebola outbreak. But concerns that cocoa production would be
hampered by the virus’ spread have proven overblown, so far. The
Ivory Coast, which produces about 40 percent of the world’s cocoa
crop, has yet to register a single case of Ebola, despite sharing a west-
ern border with Liberia and Guinea, two of the nations at the center
of the epidemic.

Food hikes
In total, Americans will spend about $1.5 billion this Halloween fill-

ing bowls with chocolate, according to the NCA. That makes the last
day of October the industry’s most important holiday for sales - ahead
of Easter, Christmas and even Valentine’s Day. The timing of Halloween
could make this week a big treat for candy companies. “We’re opti-
mistic on Halloween because it falls on a Friday this year,” said Larry
Wilson, vice president for customer relations at the NCA. People “will
celebrate it later into the night, and they’ll celebrate it all weekend.” For
consumers, that party will cost a little more next year.

Chocolate prices are set to rise 
Not so sweet

This July 25, 2011 file photo shows Hershey’s chocolate
in Overland Park, Kan. — AP photos

File photo shows ‘Fun Size’ and ‘Mini’ candies in New
York.
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NEW YORK: A mobile payment service backed by Wal-Mart, Best
Buy and other leading retailers is defending its practice of prohibit-
ing its members from accepting alternatives such as Apple Pay. In a
conference call with reporters, Merchant Customer Exchange
shopped short of giving a reason for requiring exclusivity. But offi-
cials say retailers may choose to leave without penalty, so they
could accept those alternatives, which are based on a wireless tech-
nology called near-field communication, or NFC.

The rivalry is heating up as more Americans choose to shop and
spend time on their mobile devices. “Merchants make their own
choices about their commitment to MCX and make their own
choices about other forms of payment,” said Dekkers Davidson, the
group’s CEO. However, an MCX blog post earlier said that when
merchants choose MCX, “they choose to do so exclusively.” MCX is
testing its CurrentC system and plans to launch it in 2015.

The service has garnered criticism as some of the group’s
biggest members, including CVS, 7-Eleven, Best Buy and Wal-Mart,
are refusing NFC payments even though their stores have the
equipment. MCX was also the target of a hack. In Wednesday’s call,
MCX said a small number of email addresses were obtained in a
breach, but no other identifying information or any financial infor-
mation was obtained. The CurrentC app itself was not affected, and
the organization has contacted everyone whose email address was
affected.

When Apple Pay launched on Oct 20, retailer resistance had
been expected because Apple hasn’t offered incentives to install
new point-of-sale terminals and train staff on its new mobile pay-
ment system. But this week it became clear that many large retail-
ers declined to accept Apple Pay because they were part of MCX,
which requires exclusivity.

On Monday, Apple CEO Tim Cook said Apple Pay had over 1 mil-
lion activations in the first three days after it became available and
is now more widely used than any competing payment system. He
called the dispute with retailers a “skirmish.”

Davidson said it was “entirely possible” that in the future mer-
chants can accept both MCX and the other forms of mobile pay-
ments, although did not give a timeline for when that might occur.
CurrentC lets users pay through a checking account, a store-brand
card or a gift card, in addition to regular credit and debit cards. In
that sense, it is different than Apple Pay, which lets users pay only
through credit and debit cards. 

Merchants save transaction fees when customers use some-
thing other than a credit or debit card. Davidson said MCX was in
talks with other “substantial financial institutions” and said “over
time we expect all cards will be welcome at CurrentC.” Officials said
that MCX, which uses barcode technology, also might expand to
include NFC, which Apple Pay uses, if it deems that necessary in the
future. — AP

CALIFORNIA: In this photo, Eddy Cue, Apple Senior Vice President of Internet Software and Services, demonstrates the new
Apple Pay mobile payment system at a Whole Foods store in Cupertino. — AP

Apple Pay rival defends
service, exclusivity

NEW YORK: Amazon.com’s low prices and seemingly end-
less array of goods have made it the biggest online retailer
in the US, commanding about 20 percent of all e-com-
merce. The company is projected to have over $89 billion in
revenue this year. Its massive success has driven other sites
to offer similar perks and deals to woo customers and hold
on to their piece of the retail pie. Some retailers now even
offer to match Amazon’s prices to try to win your business.
That’s good news for shoppers. So if you’re searching for
anything from beauty products to books, here’s a look at
some Amazon-like deals to take advantage of:

Used or new - and cheap!
An old standby that may offer more than you think is

eBay. Though it made its name as the world’s biggest auc-
tion site, it has expanded in recent years to host a vast array
of new and used merchandise from third-party sellers, often
for flat prices. “We don’t see a lot of people going to eBay as
their first stop in the way we see people going to Amazon,”
said Forrester analyst Sucharita Mulpuru. “But there’s an
opportunity for people to find the same items they’re look-
ing for at different retailers.”

Other one-stop shopping discount sites include
Overstock.com, which offers retailers’ excess inventory,
ranging from mattresses to clothing and gifts. Another
option is the little-known Aliexpress.com, a site operated by

Chinese e-commerce powerhouse Alibaba.com. The site
offers Chinese goods to shoppers in the US and some other
countries. And while quality varies, the prices are definitely
hard to beat. Or check out Rakuten.com, a similar site from
Japan that delivers to other countries.

Price match
Best Buy, Target, Staples, Toys R Us, Babies R Us, Home

Depot, Office Depot, Office Max all price match
Amazon.com items. (Some exclude marketplace goods, and
most matching is limited to in-store items, not online). Wal-
Mart, the world’s largest retailer, said Thursday it is consider-
ing matching Amazon’s online prices as it gears up for the
all-important holiday shopping season.

Free shipping
One of the biggest perks of the $99 annual Amazon loy-

alty program is free two-day shipping on many items.
Retailers are increasingly taking a page and offering to ship
you goods at no charge. ShopRunner.com, which partners
with many retailers to offer free two-day shipping, is a good
alternative, says Mark LoCastro, a spokesman at
Dealnews.com. You pay an annual $79 membership. And
ShopRunner works with major retailers such as Neiman
Marcus and American Eagle and smaller brands such as the
NFL Shop and Beauty.com.—AP

Sony says half-year
loss balloons six-fold
to almost $1.0 billion

TOKYO: Sony yesterday announced a whopping $1.0 billion six-
month loss, underlining the Japanese electronics giant’s struggle
to drag itself out of the red, while it falls further behind rivals
Panasonic and Sharp. As the trio published their half-year earn-
ings, Sony said the challenges of a fiercely competitive smart-
phone business had weighed on its bottom line. The company is
also currently in the midst of a broader restructuring as it tries to
move past years of massive losses. While Japan’s electronics
giants have benefited from a sharply weaker yen, analysts have
warned that the impact is fading, saying the industry giants have
more work to do on reinventing themselves.

Sony’s net loss for the six months to September came in at
109.1 billion yen, way up from a loss of 16.5 billion yen in the
same period last year. It also reported an operating loss of 15.8
billion yen, reversing a profit of 49.4 billion yen a year earlier,
although sales ticked up 6.5 percent to 3.71 trillion yen. The earn-
ings announcement comes after Sony last month downgraded
its annual earnings forecasts, revealing that it would lose whop-
ping 230 billion yen in the fiscal year to March, more than four
times its earlier forecast. The company also said it would cut the
smartphone unit’s global staff by 15 percent-about 1,000 jobs-
and not pay dividends for the first time since its shares started
trading in Tokyo in 1958. The smartphone business, Sony said,
has been hit by weaker-than-expected results in emerging mar-
kets, as it battles global rivals including Samsung and Apple. On
the eve of the latest financial announcement, Sony said it would
replace the head of its smartphone unit Kunimasa Suzuki with
finance executive Hiroki Totoki.

‘Challenging businesses’ 
Despite chief executive Kazuo Hirai’s bid to turn around the

vast company, Sony has struggled to clearly define how it will
look in the future or roll out innovative products, analysts say. Its
top executive has brushed off pleas to exit the money-losing tele-
vision business, a sector where one-time Japanese leaders have
been hammered by lower-cost overseas rivals. “The company has
not yet given a clear vision for its smartphone business,” said
Hiroshi Sakai, an analyst at SMBC Friend Securities, who warned
that Sony may have to cut its annual earnings forecast again.

By contrast, rivals Panasonic and Sharp have shifted their
focus away from consumer electronics as they slim down their
operations, Sakai added. “Unlike Sony, Panasonic and other elec-
tronics firms have already changed course to business-to-busi-
ness operations, which have started showing some good results,”
he said. “So they’ve been recovering compared with Sony.”

Panasonic’s net profit drop actually dropped 52.2 percent to
80.9 billion yen ($729 million) for the six months, but it said the
lower profit was mainly due to one-off gains a year ago from
changes made to its pension scheme. Panasonic’s operating prof-
it rose 20.7 percent to 176.9 billion yen, on sales of 3.72 trillion
yen, up 0.4 percent, as it hiked its full-year profit forecast, partially
due to strong solar panel and automotive business sales.—AFP

CALIFORNIA: In this Oct 18, 2010 photo, an Amazon.com package sits in a
UPS truck in Palo Alto. — AP

Online stores fight Amazon for piece of retail pie
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DETROIT: Owners of electric vehicles have already gone gas-free. Now, a
growing number are powering their cars with sunlight. Solar panels
installed on the roof of a home or garage can easily generate enough
electricity to power an electric or plug-in gas-electric hybrid vehicle. The
panels aren’t cheap, and neither are the cars. A Ford Fusion Energi plug-in
sedan, for example, is $7,200 more than an equivalent gas-powered
Fusion even after a $4,007 federal tax credit.

But advocates say the investment pays off over time and is worth it for
the thrill of fossil fuel-free driving. “We think it was one of the best things
in the world to do,” says Kevin Tofel, who bought a Chevrolet Volt in 2012
to soak up the excess power from his home solar-energy system. “We will
never go back to an all-gas car.” No one knows exactly how many electric
cars are being powered by solar energy, but the number of electric and
plug-in hybrid cars in the US is growing. Last year, 97,563 were sold in the
US, according to Ward’s AutoInfoBank, up 83 percent from the year
before. Meanwhile, solar installations grew 21 percent in the second
quarter of this year, and more than 500,000 homes and businesses now
have them, according to the Solar Energy Industries Association.

Tofel, 45, a senior writer for the technology website Gigaom, installed
41 solar panels on the roof of his Telford, Pennsylvania, home in 2011.
The solar array - the term for a group of panels - cost $51,865, but after
state and federal tax credits, the total cost was $29,205.

In the first year, Tofel found that the panels provided 13.8 megawatt
hours of electricity, but his family was using only 7.59 megawatt hours. So
in 2012, Tofel traded in an Acura RDX for a Volt plug-in hybrid that could
be charged using some of that excess solar energy. In a typical year, with
15,243 miles of driving, the Volt used 5.074 megawatt hours. Tofel used
to spend $250 per month on gas for the Acura; now, he spends just $50,
for the times when the Volt isn’t near a charging station and he has to fill
its backup gas engine. Charging the Volt overnight costs him $1.50, but
the family makes that money back during the day when it sends solar
power to the electric grid. He estimates that adding the car will cut his
break-even point on the solar investment from 11.7 years to six years.
Powering a car with solar energy isn’t for everyone. Among things to con-
sider:

Site
A south- or southeast-facing roof is a necessity, and there can’t be shady

trees around the house. Sam Avery, who installs solar panels in Kentucky
through his company, Avery and Sun, says dormers, chimneys and other
design features can hamper an installation. “If people do have a good site, it’s
usually by chance,” he says. “I have to retrofit a lot.”

Cost
The cost of installing solar panels has come down, from $8 to $10 per watt

eight years ago to $3 a watt or less now. But it’s still a huge investment. Bill
Webster, 39, a graphic designer at a nonprofit in Washington, DC, paid
$36,740 for his solar array in Frederick, Maryland, three years ago, or around
$3.60 per watt. Tax credits reduced his net cost to around $20,000.

Before the installation, his family was paying $1,500 per year for electricity.
Now, he pays $5.36 per month, the administrative fee for connecting to the
grid. That fuels his home and his all-electric Nissan Leaf, which uses around a
third of the energy that his solar panels generate. Webster thinks he’ll break
even on his investment in six years. Some solar companies offer leasing pro-
grams, which let customers pay a fixed monthly cost for panels. There are
also some incentive programs; Honda Motor Co offers $400 toward the
installation of panels through SolarCity, a company that installs them in 15
states. Buyers also could consider a smaller system just to power a car. A Leaf
needs around 4.5 megawatt hours of electricity per year to go 15,000 miles.
Eighteen 250-watt panels - a $13,500 investment at $3 per watt - would pro-
duce that much electricity.

The car
For Webster, who has a predictable roundtrip commute of less than 50

miles and lives near a lot of electric charging stations, an all-electric car like
the Leaf makes sense. But for Avery, who lives in rural Kentucky, the Volt was
the better choice because he needs the security of a backup gas engine. In
short, people considering powering a car with solar energy have some math
to do. Or maybe they don’t. For Avery, the environmental benefit outweighs
everything. “The reason to go solar is not to save money,” he says. “The real
reason to go solar is that we have to do it.”  —AP

Samsung vows
changes 

after mobile
profit plunges 

SEOUL, South Korea: Samsung Electronics
Co admitted erring in its smartphone strate-
gy and vowed Thursday to overhaul its hand-
set lineup after profit from those devices
tumbled last quarter to the lowest in more
than three years. The South Korean compa-
ny, which climbed from smartphone laggard
to top seller in the past three years, had prid-
ed itself on responding quickly to market
demand and ability to tailor handsets to the
needs of users and mobile carriers around
the world.

But its rapid success with a product cate-
gory pioneered by rival Apple Inc. is under-
going an equally stunning reversal. Earnings
from Samsung’s mobile phone business
began declining this year, undermined by
lukewarm sales of the Galaxy S5 smartphone
and the competitive onslaught from cheaper
local brands in China and India. Apple also
eroded Samsung’s leading market share in
developed nations.

In a rare acknowledgement of a misstep,
the company’s head of investor relations told
an earnings conference call that Samsung
had lagged behind changing market condi-
tions. The company’s response “was not
quick enough,” said the executive, Robert Yi.
It plans a significant change in smartphone
strategy for next year to seek more “efficien-
cy,” implying that the number of new hand-
set models might be reduced. That will allow
the company to better focus on each prod-
uct and to purchase components at cheaper
prices to save costs.

Mobile business
Unlike Apple’s take it or leave it approach,

Samsung boasted that it gave more choice
to consumers, launching at least two flagship
models per year and making smartphones in
a variety of screen sizes and various features.
The drop in earnings from the mobile busi-
ness battered the South Korea company’s
quarterly net profit, which tumbled 49 per-
cent to 4.2 trillion won ($4 billion). That was
the lowest since the first quarter of 2012, but
above market expectations. Analysts polled
by FactSet had predicted net income of 3.7
trillion won.

Operating income from its mobile busi-
ness, which previously had contributed more
than 60 percent of its entire earnings, fell to
1.75 trillion won ($1.66 billion) from 6.7 tril-
lion won a year earlier. Quarterly sales fell 20
percent to 47.4 trillion won while operating
income shrank 60 percent to 4.1 trillion won.

Samsung warned earlier this month that
its handset profit had declined despite a
marginal increase in shipments. —AP

Electric-car drivers 
trading gas for solar power 

MARYLAND: This Wednesday, Oct 22, 2014, photo provided by Bill Webster shows his all-elec-
tric 2014 Nissan Leaf that is powered by a 10 kW solar array on the roof of his house in
Frederick. — AP photos

MARYLAND: Photo shows a 2014 Chevy Volt
plug in Hart County, Ky. 

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s smartphone maker HTC said yesterday
it expected revenue in the fourth quarter to grow up to
12 percent on-quarter because it is launching a number
of new products including the Nexus 9 tablet for
Google. HTC estimated that revenue in the fourth quar-
ter will be in the range of Tw$43 billion-Tw$47 billion
($1.43 billion-$1.57 billion). In October, HTC kicked off
the global launch for an array of new products and serv-
ices, including the HTC Desire Eye smartphone, the
social video-editing application Zoe and its first-ever
camera RE. 

In the same month, HTC partnered with Google to
unveil the Nexus 9 tablet dubbed “Lollipop”-the world’s
first tablet to run on Google’s latest operating system
Android 5.0. The company is actively searching for new
ways to appeal to customers and find fresh revenue
streams with the launch of new products, it said in a
statement.

HTC swung to a profit of Tw$640 million in the third
quarter from a net loss of Tw$2.97 billion in the same
period last year, but revenue fell 11 percent on-year
amid strong competition from low-priced Chinese mod-

els. “This challenging quarter saw HTC step up to the
plate, maintaining profitability in the face of an intensely
competitive environment,” said CEO Peter Chou.

Analysts have warned that HTC had a long way to go
before regaining lost ground to rivals Samsung and
Apple as well as low-cost Chinese rivals such as Lenovo
and Huawei. In the 2013 third quarter, HTC swung to its
first net loss since listing in 2002, as it fell out of the
world’s top 10 vendors and has been struggling to
increase its foothold in the highly competitive smart-
phone market. — AFP

Taiwan’s HTC expects Q4 revenue to grow up to 12%
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WATERWORLD ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

04:15 Monsters Inside Me
05:15 Ten Deadliest Snakes
06:02 Mountain Monsters
06:49 Man-Eating Super Squid
07:00 Monkey Life
07:25 My Cat From Hell
07:36 Monkey Life
08:15 Extreme Animals
09:15 Extreme Animals
10:10 Bad Dog
11:05 My Tiny Terror
12:00 Too Cute!
12:55 Reign Of The Dinosaurs
13:50 My Pet’s Gone Viral
14:20 My Pet’s Gone Viral
14:45 My Pet’s Gone Viral
15:15 My Pet’s Gone Viral
15:40 My Pet’s Gone Viral
16:10 My Pet’s Gone Viral
16:35 My Pet’s Gone Viral
17:05 My Pet’s Gone Viral
17:30 Meet The Sloths
18:00 Meet The Sloths
18:25 Meet The Sloths
18:55 Meet The Sloths
19:20 Ten Deadliest Snakes
20:15 Too Cute!
21:10 Preposterous Pets
22:05 Megalodon: The New Evidence
23:00 Too Cute!
23:55 Preposterous Pets

03:00 Betrayal
04:00 Nip/Tuck
05:00 Good Morning America
09:00 Warehouse 13
12:00 Intelligence
13:00 Rake
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Warehouse 13
17:00 Intelligence
18:00 Rake
19:00 Warehouse 13
20:00 Intelligence
21:00 Rake
22:00 Betrayal
23:00 Nip/Tuck

03:00 Parks And Recreation
03:30 Last Man Standing
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Seinfeld
06:00 My Boys
06:30 Better Off Ted
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:30 Seinfeld
09:00 Parks And Recreation
09:30 The Goodwin Games
10:00 New Girl
10:30 Better Off Ted
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 My Boys
13:00 Seinfeld
13:30 Seinfeld
14:00 Last Man Standing
14:30 The Goodwin Games
15:00 New Girl
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 My Boys
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Hot In Cleveland
18:30 Modern Family
19:00 Modern Family
19:30 New Girl
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Colbert Report Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Web Therapy
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

03:00 Friday Night Dinner
03:25 The Secret Of Crickley Hall
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 Jollywobbles
05:10 Bobinogs
05:20 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
05:40 Show Me Show Me
06:00 Nina And The Neurons: In The
Lab
06:15 Jollywobbles
06:25 Bobinogs
06:35 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
06:55 Show Me Show Me
07:15 The Weakest Link
08:00 Breaking Pointe
08:45 The World’s Toughest Driving
Tests
09:40 Doctor Who
10:25 Friday Night Dinner
10:45 Friday Night Dinner
11:10 Friday Night Dinner
11:35 Friday Night Dinner
12:00 Breaking Pointe
12:40 Casualty
13:30 Eastenders
14:00 Eastenders
14:30 Eastenders
15:00 Eastenders
15:30 Breaking Pointe
16:10 Friday Night Dinner
16:30 Friday Night Dinner
16:55 Friday Night Dinner
17:15 Friday Night Dinner
17:40 The World’s Toughest Driving
Tests
18:35 Doctor Who Explained
19:20 Breaking Pointe
20:00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man
20:45 Live At The Apollo
21:30 Way To Go
22:00 Threesome
22:25 Come Fly With Me
22:55 Breaking Pointe
23:40 Alan Carr: Chatty Man

03:15 Money Barn
03:40 Baggage Battles
04:05 How It’s Made

05:00 Coronation Street
07:05 Shetland
08:00 Lewis
08:50 Chasing Shadows
09:45 Agatha Christie’s Marple
11:35 Dirk Gently
12:30 Take On The Twisters
13:15 The Jonathan Ross Show
14:05 Love/Hate
15:00 Midsomer Murders
16:45 Murdoch Mysteries
18:30 Lewis
19:25 Midsomer Murders
21:00 Murdoch Mysteries
22:30 The Jonathan Ross Show
23:15 Coronation Street

03:00 Mega Factories
04:00 Megastructures
05:00 Swamp Men
06:00 Wild Russia
07:00 Touching The Dragon
08:00 World’s Deadliest Animals
09:00 The Border
10:00 Animal Intervention
11:00 Street Genius
11:30 Street Genius
12:00 Somewhere In China
13:00 Brave New World
14:00 Dogtown
15:00 Rescue Ink
16:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey
17:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
18:00 Inside

03:00 Justified
04:00 Unforgettable
05:00 Grey’s Anatomy
06:00 Drop Dead Diva
08:00 24: Live Another Day
10:00 Grey’s Anatomy
11:00 Unforgettable
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 24: Live Another Day
15:00 Drop Dead Diva
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 24: Live Another Day
19:00 Once Upon A Time
20:00 The Blacklist
21:00 Graceland
22:00 Sons Of Anarchy
23:00 Justified

03:05 Come Dine With Me
03:55 Vacation Vacation Vacation
04:20 Vacation Vacation Vacation
04:40 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent -
Specials

05:30 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
06:25 Come Dine With Me
07:10 Vacation Vacation Vacation
07:35 Vacation Vacation Vacation
08:00 Beat My Build
08:50 Beat My Build
09:40 Beat My Build
10:30 Beat My Build
11:20 Beat My Build
12:10 Homes Under The Hammer
13:05 Homes Under The Hammer
14:00 Homes Under The Hammer
14:50 Homes Under The Hammer
15:45 Homes Under The Hammer
16:35 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: Cosmo Cook
17:00 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: Cosmo Cook
17:30 Beat My Build
18:20 Beat My Build
19:10 Beat My Build
20:00 Beat My Build
20:50 Beat My Build
21:40 Homes Under The Hammer
22:35 Homes Under The Hammer
23:30 Homes Under The Hammer

04:30 How Do They Do It?
05:00 Gold Fever
06:00 You Have Been Warned
06:50 Deadly Dilemmas
07:15 Mind Control Freaks
07:40 Dynamo: Revealed
08:30 Marooned With Ed Stafford
09:20 Tethered
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 Wheeler Dealers
11:50 Wheeler Dealers
12:40 Wheeler Dealers
13:30 Wheeler Dealers
14:20 Wheeler Dealers
15:10 Wheeler Dealers
16:00 Siberian Cut
16:50 Outback Truckers
17:40 Chrome Underground
18:30 Marooned With Ed Stafford
19:20 Tethered
20:10 Dual Survival
21:00 Baggage Battles
21:25 Baggage Battles
21:50 Baggage Battles
22:15 Baggage Battles
22:40 Baggage Battles
23:05 Rattlesnake Republic
23:55 American Guns

03:15 The Hive
03:20 Art Attack

03:45 Art Attack
04:10 Jungle Junction
04:20 Jungle Junction
04:35 Jungle Junction
04:50 Jungle Junction
05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Art Attack
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Dog With A Blog
06:25 Liv And Maddie
06:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
07:15 I Didn’t Do It
07:40 Jessie
08:05 A.N.T. Farm
08:30 A.N.T. Farm
08:55 A.N.T. Farm
09:20 Liv And Maddie
09:45 Gravity Falls
10:10 Jessie
10:35 A Monsterous Holiday
11:30 Dear Dracula
12:15 Dog With A Blog
12:40 Jessie
13:05 Hannah Montana
13:30 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Good Luck Charlie
14:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
14:55 The Wizards Return: Alex vs.
Alex.
16:10 Austin & Ally
16:35 My Babysitter’s A Vampire
17:00 My Babysitter’s A Vampire
17:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage

Witch
17:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
18:15 Dog With A Blog
18:40 Mako Mermaids
19:05 Mako Mermaids
19:30 Austin & Ally
19:55 Gravity Falls
20:20 Mako Mermaids
20:45 Spooksville
21:10 Wolfblood
21:35 Suite Life On Deck
22:00 Good Luck Charlie
22:25 A.N.T. Farm
22:50 Shake It Up
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

03:15 Escape Club
04:10 E! Investigates
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:45 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 E!ES
11:10 THS
12:05 E! News
13:05 The Drama Queen
14:05 The Drama Queen
15:00 Giuliana & Bill
16:00 Giuliana & Bill
17:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
17:30 Eric And Jessie: Game On
18:00 E! News
19:00 Beyond Candid With Giuliana
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Untold With Maria Menounos
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 Party On

19:00 Rescue Ink
20:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey
21:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
22:00 Inside
23:00 Street Genius
23:30 Street Genius



T V  l i s t i n g s
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2014

TERMINAL VELOCITY ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

01:00 Lawless-18
03:00 Texas Killing Fields-PG15
05:00 Hold Fast-PG15
07:00 Dangerous Minds-PG15
09:00 Atlas Shrugged-PG15
11:00 Eastwood Directs: The Untold
Story-PG15
13:00 Not Without My Daughter-PG15
15:00 Blancanieves-PG15
17:00 Atlas Shrugged-PG15
19:00 Escape From Polygamy-PG15
21:00 Veronica Guerin-PG15
23:00 Notes On A Scandal-18

04:30 Golfing World
06:30 Live PGA European tour
11:30 Inside The PGA Tour
12:00 NFL Gameday
12:30 Champions Tour
15:00 NFL
17:30 Golfing World
18:30 NFL
21:00 Live Darts Masters

00:00 WWE Main Event
01:00 PGA Tour 
05:30 NFL Gameday
06:00 Live PGA Tour
10:00 NFL Gameday
10:30 V8 Supercars Highlights
11:30 V8 Supercars Highlights
12:30 ICC Cricket 360
13:00 FEI Equestrian 
13:30 PGA European Tour
19:00 WWE Superstars
20:00 WWE Smackdown
22:00 ICC Cricket 360
22:30 Total Rugby
23:00 Live Top 14

00:00 ICC Cricket 360
00:30 Champions League Twenty20
Highlights
01:30 India v West Indies T20I
Highlights
02:30 ICC Cricket 360
03:00 England v Sri  Lanka T20I
Highlights
04:00 England v India T20I  Highlights
05:00 India v West Indies T20I
Highlights
06:00 Champions League Twenty20
Highlights
07:00 Live  India v West Indies
International Test
15:00 ICC Cricket 360
15:30 India v West Indies T20I
Highlights
16:30 England v Sri  Lanka T20I
Highlights
17:30 England v India T20I  Highlights
18:30 ICC Cricket 360
19:00 India v West Indies ODI
Highlights
20:00 India v West Indies ODI
Highlights
21:00 India v West Indies ODI
Highlights
22:00 ICC Cricket 360
22:30 Natwest T20 Blast Highlights
23:30 Caribbean Premier Leaue
Highlights

00:35 Dancing On Ice
02:00 Emmerdale
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Big Star’s Little Star
04:20 The Hungry Sailors
05:15 The Chase
06:05 Dancing On Ice
07:30 Big Star’s Little Star
08:25 The Hungry Sailors
09:20 Take On The Twisters
10:15 Murdoch Mysteries
11:10 Emmerdale
12:00 Coronation Street
12:30 The Chase
13:20 Dancing On Ice

04:00 Alex Cross
06:00 Money Kills
08:00 Snake Eyes
09:45 Terminal Velocity
11:30 Absolute Fear
13:30 Flightplan
15:30 Waterworld
18:00 Terminal Velocity
20:00 Snake Eyes
22:00 The Fast And The Furious: Tokyo
Drift

04:00 Home Alone-PG
06:00 Ghostbusters II-PG
08:00 3 Times A Charm-PG15
10:00 Teen Wolf Too-PG15
12:00 Ghostbusters II-PG
14:00 It’s A Disaster-PG15

00:45 Mud-PG15
03:00 The Impossible-PG15
05:00 Between Us-PG15
07:00 Alien Tornado-PG15
09:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
11:00 The Impossible-PG15
13:00 Beasts Of The Southern Wild-
PG15
15:00 House At The End Of The Street-
PG15
17:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
19:00 The English Teacher-PG15
21:00 Stuck In Love-PG15
23:00 Killing Season-18

01:45 Warm Bodies-PG15
03:30 Parental Guidance-PG
05:15 From Prada To Nada-PG15
07:00 Epic-PG
09:00 The Way Way Back-PG15
10:45 Despicable Me 2-PG
12:30 The Wolverine-PG15
14:45 The Company You Keep-PG15
16:45 The Way Way Back-PG15
18:30 Man Of Steel-PG15
23:00 The Twilight Saga: Breaking
Dawn Pt. 2-PG15

01:00 Easter Egg Escapade
02:45 Marvel’s Next Avengers: Heroes
Of Tomorrow
04:30 Barbie In The Nutcracker
06:00 Krazzy Planet
08:00 A Cat In Paris
11:30 Pacific Pirates
13:00 Kong Return To The Jungle
14:30 Dragon Hunters
16:00 The Legend Of Sasquatch
20:00 The Apple & The Worm
22:00 Dragon Hunters
23:30 The Legend Of Sasquatch

00:00 Seven Psychopaths-18
02:00 Cloudy With A Chance Of
Meatballs 2-PG
04:00 Stolen-PG15

04:00 Money Kills-PG15
06:00 Snake Eyes-PG15
07:45 Terminal Velocity-PG15
09:30 Absolute Fear-PG15
11:30 Flightplan-PG15
13:30 Waterworld-PG15
16:00 Terminal Velocity-PG15
18:00 Snake Eyes-PG15
20:00 The Fast And The Furious: Tokyo
Drift-PG15
22:00 Death Race: Inferno-18

00:45 Ask Oprah’s All-Stars
01:35 Oprah’s Next Chapter
02:25 I Didn’t Know I Was Pregnant
02:50 Mob Wives
03:40 Long Island Medium
04:05 Say Yes To The Dress
04:30 Say Yes To The Dress
05:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
06:00 Something Borrowed,
Something New
06:25 Cake Boss
06:50 Cake Boss
07:15 Cake Boss

07:40 Cake Boss
08:05 Oprah: Behind The Scenes
08:55 Oprah: Behind The Scenes
09:45 Say Yes To The Dress
10:10 Say Yes To The Dress
10:35 Secret Eaters
11:25 Something Borrowed,
Something New
13:30 Ask Oprah’s All-Stars
14:20 Oprah’s Next Chapter
15:10 Little People, Big World
17:15 The Next Great Baker
18:05 Jon & Kate Plus 8
18:30 Jon & Kate Plus 8
18:55 Jon & Kate Plus 8
19:20 Jon & Kate Plus 8
19:45 Jon & Kate Plus 8
20:10 Nine Months Later
21:00 Six Little Mcghees
21:25 Six Little Mcghees
21:50 Jo Frost’s Family SOS
22:40 Long Island Medium
23:05 Mob Wives
23:55 Mob Wives

16:00 3 Times A Charm-PG15
18:00 Gambit-PG15
20:00 Nick And Norah’s Infinite
Playlist-PG15
22:00 Knocked Up-18

06:00 The Sapphires-PG15
08:00 The Mortal Instruments: City Of
Bones-PG15
10:15 Standing Ovation-PG15
12:15 Hitchcock-PG15
14:00 The Smurfs 2-PG
15:45 The Mortal Instruments: City Of
Bones-PG15
18:00 The Hot Flashes-PG15
19:45 The Great Gatsby-PG15
22:15 Stoker-18

Reilly back in 
talks at Turner 
LOS ANGELES: Former Fox entertainment chief Kevin
Reilly has re-engaged in negotiations to take the top
programming job at Turner Broadcasting, two weeks
after the last round of discussions broke off. This time
around, sources say, Reilly and Turner Broadcasting
prexy David Levy are getting down to the nitty-gritty
details and a deal is looking more likely. Reilly’s return
to Turner’s exec radar, which had been suspected all
along, was first reported by Deadline.

Turner has been without a programming head for
two months since Michael Wright stepped down after
nearly 10 years with the Atlanta-based cabler. Reilly
exited his post as Fox Broadcasting’s entertainment
chairman in June after seven years with the network,
which has had a rough time of it the past two seasons
with new series. Still, Reilly has the chops and the
relationships in the creative community to bring a
new thrust of original series development to TNT and
TBS. Time Warner execs, on up to CEO Jeff Bewkes,
have not been shy about saying that Turner’s corner-
stone cablers, TNT and TBS, need a refresh in pro-
gramming strategy.

Even with the uncertainty at the top, the develop-
ment process has soldiered on at TNT and TBS, with
both cablers ordering pilots in the past week. TNT
yesterday greenlit production on drama “Breed”, writ-
ten by drama vet John Scott Shepherd and to be
directed by Scott Winant. Project revolves around a
detective and a female assassin who team up to
investigate a mysterious race of creatures that may be
committing murders in the Pacific Northwest. “Breed”
hails from Invention Film Co, whose topper Nicky
Weinstock exec produces with Shepherd and Winant.
- Reuters 

14:45 Murdoch Mysteries
15:35 Take On The Twisters
16:30 Lewis
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Take On The Twisters
20:30 Lewis
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:45 Murdoch Mysteries

00:20 The Gadget Show
00:45 How Stuff’s Made
01:10 How It’s Made
01:35 How It’s Made
02:00 Superhuman Showdown
02:45 Mythbusters
03:35 What’s That About?
04:30 Alien Mysteries
05:20 Rocket City Rednecks
05:45 Rocket City Rednecks
06:10 The Future Of...
07:00 Comet Impact
07:55 The Unexplained Files
08:45 What’s That About?
09:40 The Future Of...
10:30 X-Machines
11:20 Alien Mysteries
12:10 Rocket City Rednecks
12:35 Rocket City Rednecks
13:00 How Stuff’s Made
13:30 What’s That About?
14:20 Mythbusters
15:10 Smash Lab
16:00 X-Machines
16:50 The Future Of...
17:40 How It’s Made
18:05 How It’s Made
18:30 Superhuman Showdown
19:20 The Gadget Show
19:45 How Stuff’s Made
20:10 Mythbusters
21:00 Breakthrough Prize 2014
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Photos show people react to a mock execution in the Gates of Hell haunted house in Las Vegas.—AP photos

JT Mollner likes to compare haunted house visitors to
bungee jumpers and skydivers - they want to be safe,
but they also want an adrenaline rush. Mollner is a

managing partner at Freakling Bros in Las Vegas. His dad
started scaring people in their front yard in 1976, and the
family developed the freestanding haunted house in the
1990s.

When the family realized that horror movies were get-
ting scarier but haunted houses remained at the same
thrill level, they decided to up the ante and create an R-rat-
ed attraction called Gates of Hell. Some scream or cry, and
some of the cockiest visitors leave sobered. That’s if they
make it out. Mollner says visitors in about one-fifth of
groups are so terrified that they have to leave the house
early.—AP

Haunted houses horrify on Halloween
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The mega event Onathanima 2014 organized by
Thanima, the socio-cultural group,  embellished
with the 10th anniversary carnival coupled with a

variety of potpourri flagged off successfully with a
fantabulous jam-packed audience cheering to the
tunes of ‘Take the Rope and don’t lose hope’. The ICS
grounds reverberated with the hoots and toots of a
mesmerizing crowd standing atop terraces of the
school, howling and cheering the participants. The cul-
tural procession which started from Gulfmart reached
the ICS grounds in perfect ambience and color with a
wide variety of traditional art forms which depicted the
true spirit and unison of Kerala’s cultural enigma.

The event was blessed with the presence of a galaxy
of dignitaries and intellectuals, with Indian Ambassador
Sunil Jain as the chief guest. The Superintendent of
Police (Jleeb Shuyoukh)Colonel Kurdi Mohammed
Darweesh Al-Khaldi was the guest of honor along with
Dr T A Ramesh (Country Head,  Geant & Gulfmart) BP
Nasser,  Santha Maria James (Principal of Indian Central
School and Advisory Board member),Babu Vargheese,
Raghunathan Nair, Biju Pappachan and Reshma Mariam
(Kuttithanima Convener). BabujiBathery (General
Convener)  presided over the function,  Iqbal
Kuttamangalam (Jt Convener) delivered the welcome
speech and Usha Dileep (Jt Convener) proposed the
vote of thanks. 

Eighteen Indian Schools nominated their best stu-
dents for the coveted ‘Pearl of the School award’, and
the nominees were honored and applauded with lau-

rels of victory by the crowd.  Certificates and mementos
were given away by Sunil  Jain and Col Kurdi
Mohammed Darweesh Al-Khaldi to each one for their
excellence in academics, extracurricular, social and oth-
er areas.  A 10th year souvenir that included an updated
‘Directory of Indian Associations’ in Kuwait was released
by Dr T A Ramesh, handing over the first copy to BP
Nasser.  

Musical symphony sessions by ‘Kuwait Melodies’
was a soother to the flam buoyant crowd amidst the
nail biting Tug O War competition, in which an array of
energetic and spirited participants (13 teams), vying
together for the Sancelia Ever rolling Gold Cup and cash
prizes competed. In a tight match with close finish,
Team ‘Way for India Challengers’ claimed the first prize
of KD 351/- and Sancelia Ever rolling Gold cup. Sanam
KKDA was the 1st runner-up making themselves eligi-
ble for KD251 cash prize and ‘Blueline’ ever rolling tro-
phy, followed by ‘Blueline KKB’ as 2nd runner-up claim-
ing KD151 cash prize and Aji memorial rolling trophy.  

From this year onwards, Thanima introduced a 4th
prize, and ‘Red Stars’ came in as the 3rd runner up,
claiming KD75 cash prize and Thanima Trophy. Rajesh
Nair of NCC was adjudged as Best back, Bino Varghese
of KKDA as Best front, Shihabudeen of KKDA as Best
coach, Geo Thomas of Redstar as Most promising play-
er, NavinParavur of Challengers Abbassiya as Best cap-
tain, Mejit Jacob of KKB as Best team coordinator.  Team
Friends of Kannur was awarded with the ‘Fair Play
Team’ trophy.

Onathanima 2014 celebrated

The Sultan Center (TSC) held an Employee
Open Day for its staff as part of its ongo-
ing social activity program for associates;

TSC Together. The event held at
Entertainment City, was attended by company
employees, families, friends and TSC manage-
ment; where all experienced an unforgettable
day of entertainment and relaxation.  This
TSC’s initiative stems from its commitment to
motivate its workforce by acknowledging
their hard work and dedication to the compa-
ny. This event enables all employees to come
together and enjoy a day out away from the
office to socialize relax and reinforce friend-
ships. The open day was filled with contests,
games and a raffle draw in which fabulous
prizes could be won from electronics and
sports gear to household appliances. Staff

were delighted to join in the celebration. 
According to Antoinette Sullivan, Human

Resource Director, “We would like to thank all
the associates for their support and service
which has made us today a leading organiza-
tion”.  Adding: “We, at TSC, take pride in our
working environment which is marked with
the high teamwork spirit, trust, integrity, com-
mitment, innovation and collaboration. All of
these factors have made us the institution
everyone is aiming to join. We are delighted
that our associated and families were able to
attend this event and share a day out while
enjoying a variety of activities”. Attendees
thanked the management for organizing this
event and for their continued support of
these activities that foster team spirit which
reflects positivity in the work environment. 

NAFO Kuwait 
honors Nair

NAFO Kuwait in a get-together meeting held on Saturday, 25th
October, 2014, at the Indian Community School (Amman Branch) hon-
ored K Gopalakrishnan Nair, popularly known as ‘GK Chettan’, who is

leaving for good after staying in Kuwait for more than 20 years. GK Nair who
is voluntarily serving as an honorable member of NAFO Advisory Board, a
socially-oriented personality and a prideful ex-serviceman of Indian Air Force,
since arriving in Kuwait has been actively  involved in numerous social, wel-
fare and humanitarian activities among the local Indian community. 

Hailing from Appaneth family of Vettiyar, Mavelikkara (Alappuzha district),
GK Nair before coming to Kuwait had held several prestigious positions in
various non-governmental organizations in Kerala.  An engaging front-line
social activist and organizational specialist, GK, with his different skill sets and
compatible personality enormously contributed towards building up of sev-
eral harmonious social networks in Kuwait, mainly in playing a key role in lay-
ing the current resilient foundation of NAFO-Kuwait. 

By welcoming the gathering, NAFO General Secretary, Murali S Nair, con-
cisely narrated GK’s organizational contributions and thanked him for his
enormous inputs in strengthening NAFO’s one and only slogan of like-mind-
edness.  NAFO Secretary (General Affairs), O N Sureshkumar, introduced GK
Nair by reading a brief profile of his professional, social and organizational
contributions.  While speaking at the function, NAFO Patron and Indian
Community School Trust Board Secretary, Vijay Karayil, hailed GK as a truthful
and sincere community worker whose valuable services will be remembered
and cherished forever. As a mark of GK’s plentiful public benevolent offerings
and activities, he was honored with ponnada and NAFO memento. 

Former Presidents of NAFO - Rajan Menon and B S Pillai, Advisory Board
members - K G Nair and Dr Prasad Nair, Ladies Wing Chief Coordinator -
Smitha Sasikumar, Office bearers - K C  Gopakumar, Krishnan K Pillai and K
Krishnakumar, General Committee convener - V R Vijayan Nair and several
other dignitaries felicitated GK Nair and immensely applauded his tireless and
sincere philanthropic assistances. President, Dr Srikumar appreciated GK’s
social contributions and thanked him for promoting friendship and harmony
among the local Indian community in Kuwait. Former secretary and convener
of the event Krishnakumar C proposed a vote of thanks. 

TSC hold Employee Open Day
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WASHINGTON: After weeks of Ebola pan-
ic, false alarms and quibbles over quaran-
tine in the United States, health authori-
ties are bracing for a new battle: Flu sea-
son. The end of October marks the start of
influenza season, bringing with it the pre-
dictable sniffles, sneezes, fever and aches
that can extend well  into the spring
months. But this year is different for two
reasons. First is the Ebola epidemic in
West Africa that spilled into the United
States when a Liberian man traveled to
Texas in September and infected two
nurses who helped care for him.

The second is the late summer out-
break of enterovirus D68, a respiratory ill-
ness that has sickened more than 1,100
people in 46 states since August, the US
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention said. Most areas of the country
are reporting a decline in EV-D68, but sev-
en states including California say they are
still seeing increases. There is no vaccine
against the EV-D68, which has been
linked to paralysis and neurologic symp-
toms in a small number of child patients.

Nor is there any treatment on the mar-
ket to cure or prevent Ebola, though
experimental vaccines are being fast-
tracked. The prospect of facing all three

illnesses in a single season has led the
CDC to start a public education campaign
to help people understand the risks, and
to remind people to get their annual flu
vaccine. 

“There may be some public concern or
confusion between seasonal influenza
and Ebola this season,” a CDC spokes-
woman said in an email to AFP, citing past
experience with fears over the Middle
East respiratory syndrome (MERS) and
Severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS). “Flu-like symptoms in US residents
this flu season will most likely be caused
by seasonal influenza, not Ebola.”

Similar Symptoms 
Flu and Ebola share some common

symptoms, such as fever,  headache,
fatigue and aches and pains. But there are
big differences, too. Influenza causes
cough, sore throat and runny nose, while
Ebola does not. Ebola leads to vomiting
and diarrhea within three to six days,
severe weakness and stomach pain, as
well as unexplained bleeding and bruis-
ing. To illustrate these differences, the
CDC has issued a flyer tit led “Flu or
Ebola?” that offers a side-by-side compari-
son. The simple, bold print is accompa-

nied by graphics, including one person
sneezing on another to show how flu
transmits by droplets spewed when sick
people cough, sneeze or talk.

Ebola transmission is illustrated by a
bright red blood drop and needle. “Ebola
can only be spread by direct contact with
blood or bodily fluids,” the flyer says.  As
part of increased screening measures,
patients around the country are now
asked to fill out a questionnaire asking if
they have traveled to West Africa recently
and if they have any Ebola symptoms.

“Everybody is screening now, in outpa-
tient offices,  in hospital  emergency
rooms, in ambulatory centers,” said Debra
Spicehandler, infectious disease expert at
Northern Westchester Hospital in New
York. “The only problem is we are all
spending a lot of time getting prepared
for Ebola, so we may have lost our focus a
bit on influenza and preparation for the
influenza season,” she told AFP. The CDC
recommends an annual flu shot for every-
one over six months of age, preferably by
the end of October. Last year, 42 percent
of adults and 59 percent of children
received their flu shots. The CDC said it is
too early to tell how many have received
their vaccinations this year.

By the Numbers 
Every year, between five and 20 per-

cent of Americans get the flu, as many as
200,000 are hospitalized and deaths have
reached as high as 49,000 in recent
decades, the CDC says. Worldwide, the flu
infects anywhere from three to five million
people per year and kills up to 500,000,
according to the World Health
Organization. The current outbreak of
Ebola in West Africa is the world’s largest in
history, killing more than 4,900 people and
infecting more than 13,000 since the
beginning of the year.

Ebola is rare, but lethal about half the
time. Of the nine patients treated for Ebola
in US hospitals this year, however, just one
has died. The flu is common, but rarely
lethal except among the young, the elderly
and those with weakened immune sys-
tems. Only a doctor can tell if a patient
should be tested for Ebola, based on travel
history and potential exposure to infected
patients. “The important thing is not to
panic. The most important thing to be con-
cerned about is the flu, not Ebola,” said
Robert Glatter, an emergency physician at
Lenox Hill Hospital in New York. “The most
important thing people can do is get a flu
shot.” — AFP 

Flu or Ebola? US hospitals prepare for confusing season

CAPE ELIZABETH, Maine: A nurse who
treated Ebola patients in Sierra Leone
but has tested negative for the virus
went for a bike ride on Thursday, defy-
ing Maine’s order that she be quaran-
tined in her home and setting up a legal
collision with Governor Paul LePage.
Attorneys for Kaci Hickox, 33, said they
had not yet been served with a court
order to enforce the 21-day quarantine -
matching the virus’s maximum incuba-
tion period - but remained prepared to
fight such an order if necessary.

LePage’s office said negotiations with
Hickox, who worked with Doctors
Without Borders in Sierra Leone, “have
failed despite repeated efforts by state
officials” and that he would “exercise the
full extent of his authority allowable by
law.” The quarantine showdown
between Hickox and Maine has become
the focal point of a struggle between
several US states opting for stringent
measures to guard against Ebola and a
federal government wary of discourag-
ing potential medical volunteers.

Mandatory quarantines ordered by
some US states on doctors and nurses
returning from West Africa’s Ebola out-
break are creating a “chilling effect” on
Doctors Without Borders operations
there, the humanitarian group said on
Thursday. A California-based nurses
union said it was organizing strikes and
other protests against what it views as
insufficient protection for nurses caring
for patients stricken with the deadly
virus.

Hickox left her home in the small
Maine town of Fort Kent, along the
Canadian border, and television news
images showed her taking a morning

bicycle ride with her boyfriend, Ted
Wilbur.  Hickox has given the New
England state a deadline of Thursday to
lift an order that she remain at home
until Nov 10, or she will go to court. “It’s
a beautiful day for a bike ride,” said
Hickox, wearing a helmet and other bike
gear as she headed out for her 3-mile (5-
km) ride while police stationed outside
her house stood by without trying to
stop her, according to local media.

LePage’s office said he was open to
an arrangement in which she could go
for walks, runs or bike rides but not go
into public places or come within 1 m of
other people. “I was ready and willing -
and remain ready and willing - to rea-
sonably address the needs of healthcare
workers meeting guidelines to assure
the public health is protected,” said

LePage, a Republican locked in a tough
three-way re-election battle.

President Barack Obama, who has
criticized mandatory quarantine policies
imposed by some states for returning
medical workers like Hickox, flew to
Maine on Thursday to campaign in the
town of Cape Elizabeth for Democratic
candidates, including Mike Michaud,
who is trying to unseat LePage in
Tuesday’s midterm elections. He did not
address the Ebola issue in public
remarks at a voter rally.

One of Hickox’s attorneys, Norman
Siegel, defended his client’s decision to
go for a bike ride but noted that she
avoided the center of town so as not to
“freak people out”. “Since there’s no
court order, she can be out in public,”
Siegel said. —Reuters

A bucket and 
soap - gifts 

in Ebola zone
MONROVIA: It has been a vexing problem for courtesans
of queens, princesses and the powerful throughout histo-
ry - what do you get for the woman who has everything?
For the guests celebrating the 76th birthday of Liberia’s
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the answer was straight-
forward: a few buckets, some bars of soap and gallons of
disinfectant. A head-of-state might normally blanche at
such a thrifty tribute, but Ebola-hit Liberia is living in
strange times and Sirleaf was more than happy, according
to an official statement on Thursday’s celebrations.

“She noted that the commemoration of her birthday
should be a moment of reflection for all Liberians and
partners standing up together in the difficult period to
fight the Ebola,” Sirleaf’s office said, expounding at length
on the austerity of the occasion. The gift came from an
association of former pupils who had travelled from an
agricultural school 70 km east of the capital Monrovia to
wish their leader many happy returns.

“We will join the government in fighting and driving
away this pandemic that has attempted to devastate our
country - but our country will not be devastated,” alumni
representative Kenneth Best said in a stirring speech quot-
ed by the presidency. 

If Sirleaf didn’t feel like breaking out the champagne, it
is hardly surprising. Her government is leading the fight
against an Ebola epidemic that has killed almost 5,000
people in west Africa, around half of them in Liberia. Her
office was at pains to point out that the presidential birth-
day was a time for sombre reflection rather than wild cele-
bration. 

Sirleaf received well-wishers throughout the day in her
austere office in the Foreign Ministry, including members
of her cabinet, the chief justice and senior officials in the
governor of the central bank. But it wasn’t all doom and
gloom, for the gathered guests, who recited poems and
belted out birthday songs, according to the presidency.
One senator even brought news that he had managed to
sign four financial bills into his county’s local laws, “as a
present for the Liberian leader’s natal day”. Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, a US-based worldwide association of
African-American female students and its male equivalent,
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, presented Sirleaf with a cake
decorated with a presidential portrait. — AFP 

US nurse defies Ebola 
quarantine with ride 

Negotiations fail

FORT KENT, Maine: Ted Wilbur, the boyfriend of nurse Kaci Hickox, speaks to
reporters outside their home on Thursday. — AP 
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Gray wolf reported 
at Grand Canyon 

ARIZONA: A gray wolf was recently photographed on the north
rim of the Grand Canyon in Arizona in what would be the first
wolf sighting in the national park since the last one was killed
there in the 1940s, conservation groups said on Thursday. The US
Fish and Wildlife Service was sending a team to try capturing the
animal in order to verify its species and origin, although federal
biologists are assuming it is a wolf unless otherwise determined,
a spokeswoman said.

The agency later issued a statement saying a collared “wolf-
like” animal had repeatedly been observed and photographed
on US forest land just north of Grand Canyon National Park, and
that wildlife officials were “working to confirm whether the ani-
mal is a wolf or wolf-dog hybrid”. It said the collar “is similar to
those used in the northern Rocky Mountain wolf recovery effort,”
and that feces would be collected for DNA analysis.

Several photos of the animal were taken over the weekend by
a Grand Canyon park visitor who shared them with conservation
activists and park staff, according to the Center for Biological
Diversity, which first made the findings public. A note accompa-
nying images viewed by Reuters said two wolf biologists and “an
experienced wolf observer” who reviewed the photos concluded
they “appear to depict a radio-collared northern Rocky mountain
gray wolf.”

Any wolf roaming the Grand Canyon, in north-central
Arizona, would be protected under the U.S. Endangered Species
Act. If confirmed to be a western gray wolf, it would presumably
have ventured hundreds of miles (km) south from the Northern
Rockies, where the animals were reintroduced in the 1990s and
are now estimated to number nearly 1,700. A separate smaller
population, from a subspecies called the Mexican gray wolf,
inhabits southeastern Arizona and western New Mexico, hun-
dreds of miles (km) in the opposite direction. 

But the animal in question appeared larger than a typical
Mexican wolf, experts said. The sighting comes as the Obama
administration is weighing a proposal to lift Endangered
Species Act protections for all wolves but the Mexican gray sub-
species, even in states where wolves are not known to have
established a presence. Center for Biological Diversity executive
Noah Greenwald said the new wolf sightings helped show such
a move would be premature. “It highlights ... that wolves are
still recovering and occupy just a fraction of their historic
range,” he said. — Reuters 

LOS ANGELES: A young American
woman with terminal cancer who trig-
gered shock and controversy when she
said she would kill herself on November
1 now says she may wait a little longer.
Brittany Maynard, a 29-year-old brain
cancer sufferer, made headlines earlier
this month when a video of her making
her suicide threat went viral and was
seen by millions of web-users. On
Thursday she released a new video in
which she said she might temporarily
delay her appointment with a self-
administered cocktail of potentially
deadly drugs.

“I still feel good enough and I still
have enough joy and I still laugh and
smile with my family and friends
enough that it doesn’t seem like the
right time right now,” she said. “But it
will come, because I feel myself getting
sicker. It’s happening each week,” she
said in the video posted on a site set up
to raise funds to support right-to-die
advocates.

In January, Maynard was given six
months to live and told her death would
be painful because of the aggressive
nature of her cancer. She had been try-
ing for a first child with her husband
Dan Diaz at the time, but gave up due to
her disease. Maynard and her husband,
who had just married when she began
having severe headaches, moved from
their home in California to Oregon, one
of a handful of states with a “right-to-
die” law.

A doctor could therefore prescribe

her the medication she needs to end her
own life, surrounded by her family in the
bedroom she shares with her husband.
Earlier in October, a first video went
viral. It has now been viewed more than
9 million times on YouTube. Some 3.5
million people have visited the website.
Her story has made headlines around
the world: she was featured on the cov-
er of last week’s People magazine in the
United States.

She has previously said she planned

to end her life after her husband’s birth-
day on Oct 26, but before her own on
Nov 19. The new video was recorded on
Oct 13. Maynard has in recent weeks
and months been working to tick off
items on a “bucket list” of what she
wants to do before she dies - including
traveling to the Grand Canyon last week.
She is currently on medication to limit
the swelling of her brain, but which has
the side effect of making her gain
weight. —AFP

US right-to-die woman 
puts her death on hold

DENVER: This 2013 photo obtained on Thursday shows Brittany Maynard and
her Great Dane puppy Charlie. — AFP 
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(30/10/2014 TO 05/11/2014)

Prayer timings
Fajr: 04:40
Shorook 06:01
Duhr: 11:32
Asr: 14:39
Maghrib: 17:02
Isha: 18:20

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                               23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

SHARQIA-1
JOHN WICK (DIG) 1:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 3:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 5:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 7:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 9:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 11:30 PM

SHARQIA-2
FURY (DIG) 1:45 PM
THE BOXTROLLS(DIG) 4:15 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 6:15 PM
FURY (DIG) 8:15 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 10:45 PM
FURY (DIG) 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3 Seats-225
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 1:00 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 4:00 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 6:00 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 9:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
THE EQUALIZER (DIG) 1:15 PM
THE EQUALIZER (DIG) 3:45 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 6:15 PM
FURY (DIG) 9:15 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 12:45 PM
THE BOXTROLLS(DIG) 3:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 5:00 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 7:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 10:15 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
JOHN WICK (DIG) 1:30 PM
FURY (DIG) 3:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 6:00 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 8:00 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 10:00 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 12:30 AM

FANAR-2
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 12:45 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 2:45 PM
FURY (DIG) 5:45 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 8:15 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 11:15 PM

FANAR-3
FURY (DIG) 1:15 PM
FURY (DIG) 3:45 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 6:15 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 9:30 PM
FURY (DIG) 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
THE EQUALIZER (DIG) 1:00 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 3:30 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 6:45 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 9:45 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 2:00 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 4:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 6:00 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 8:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 10:00 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
JOHN WICK (DIG) 12:45 PM
THE BOXTROLLS(DIG) 2:45 PM
FURY (DIG) 4:45 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 7:15 PM
FURY (DIG) 9:15 PM
FURY (DIG) 11:45 PM

AVENUES-1
BELLE AND SEBASTIAN(DIG) 12:30 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 2:45 PM
BELLE AND SEBASTIAN(DIG) 4:45 PM
KNIGHT OF THE DEAD (DIG) 7:00 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 9:00 PM

BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 12:45 AM

AVENUES-2
WOLVES (DIG) 2:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 4:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 6:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 8:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 10:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 12:15 AM

AVENUES-3
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 12:45 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 4:00 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 7:15 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 10:30 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 10:30 PM

360º- 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 2:00 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 5:15 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 8:30 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 11:45 PM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

360º- 2
JAZEERA 2  (DIG) (Arabic) 1:30 PM
JAZEERA 2  (DIG) (Arabic) 4:30 PM
JAZEERA 2  (DIG) (Arabic) 7:30 PM
JAZEERA 2  (DIG) (Arabic) 10:30 PM

360º- 3
WOLVES (DIG) 1:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 3:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 5:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 7:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 9:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 11:15 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 1:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
JOHN WICK (DIG) 1:30 PM
THE BOXTROLLS(DIG) 3:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 5:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 7:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 9:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
FURY (DIG) 2:15 PM
THE EQUALIZER (DIG) 4:45 PM
FURY (DIG) 7:15 PM
FURY (DIG) 10:00 PM
FURY (DIG) 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.3
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 1:00 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 3:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 5:00 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 7:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 9:00 PM
WOLVES (DIG) 11:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 1:00 AM

BAIRAQ-1
THE BOXTROLLS  (DIG) 12:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 2:30 PM
THE BOXTROLLS  (DIG) 4:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 6:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 8:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 10:30 PM
JOHN WICK (DIG) 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-2
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 1:45 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR (DIG)(HINDI) 5:00 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 8:15 PM
JAZEERA 2 (DIG) (Arabic) 11:15 PM
NO SUN+TUE+WED
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 11:00 PM
SUN+TUE+WED

BAIRAQ-3
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 1:00 PM
FURY (DIG) 3:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 5:30 PM
FURY (DIG) 7:30 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 10:00 PM
BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP (DIG) 12:05 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

ACCOMMODATION

SITUATION WANTED FOR SALE

Looking for room within an
apartment for a couple.
Preferably with attached
bathroom and C/A in the
vicinity of Hawally. Contact:
99745402. (C 4792)
28-10-2014

Pajero model 1996, color red
passing till Sept 10, 2015,
used by lady (automatic). Call
55056044.
28-10-2014

Looking for job, driver,
knowledge of Kuwaiti areas,
have Kuwaiti valid license.
Call: 66347485. 
(C 4793)
30-10-2014



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 1/11/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 239 Amman 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
KLM 413 Amsterdam/Dammam 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
QTR 1084 Doha 01:00
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
DLH 637 Dammam 01:15
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:35
THY 764 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
UAE 853 Dubai 02:35
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:45
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 02:50
FDB 067 Dubai 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
KKK 6507 Istanbul 03:20
OMA 643 Muscat 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:05
KAC 546 Alexandria 04:10
JZR 503 Luxor 05:25
THY 770 Istanbul 05:35
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:40
BAW 157 London 06:40
KAC 416 Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta 06:45
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 07:10
KAC 204 Lahore 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
QTR 1086 Doha 07:50
KAC 352 Kochi 08:10
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
KAC 382 Delhi 08:20
KAC 206 Islamabad 08:25
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 344 Chennai 08:45
KAC 362 Colombo 08:45
KAC 284 Dhaka 08:50
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:20
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:15
MSC 405 Sohag 11:25
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
SYR 341 Damascus 12:00
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
JZR 241 Amman 12:55
MRJ 4815 Mashhad 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
IAW 157 Al Najaf 13:20
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:35
AGY 680 Alexandria 13:40
IRC 526 Mashhad 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:15
TBZ 5483 Mashhad 14:20
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:25
FDB 057 Dubai 14:30
JZR 175 Dubai 14:45
KAC 742 Dammam 14:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 14:55
GFA 221 Bahrain 15:00
IAW 157A Al Najaf 15:15
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:40
KNE 462 Madinah 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:45
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
FDB 051 Dubai 16:00
KNE 460 Riyadh 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
NIA 251 Alexandria 16:15
KAC 562 Amman 16:20
JZR 357 Mashhad 16:30
QTR 1072 Doha 16:40
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:55
UAL 982 IAD 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
FDB 075 Dubai 17:45

IZG 4161 Mashhad 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:55
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 542 Cairo 18:25
KAC 118 New York 18:30
FDB 063 Dubai 18:40
ABY 121 Sharjah 18:40
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:15
KAC 618 Doha 19:15
KAC 674 Dubai 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 19:45
KAC 502 Beirut 19:50
IRA 669 Mashhad 19:50
KAC 104 London 19:55
KAC 614 Bahrain 20:00
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:05
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:05
JZR 189 Dubai 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
FDB 061 Dubai 20:20
KNE 474 Jeddah 20:25
ABY 123 Sharjah 20:35
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:50
MSC 4401 HRG 20:55
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:05
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:30
FDB 073 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1074 Doha 21:55
KNE 480 Taif 22:00
JZR 135 Bahrain 22:05
KLM 415 Amsterdam 22:15
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
FDB 059 Dubai 22:30
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:30
JZR 157 Dubai 23:05
UAL 981 Bahrain 23:10
AGY 684 Sohag 23:15
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Saturday 1/11/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 GOI/MAA 00:05
JZR 562 HMB 00:05
PIA 240 SKT/ISB 00:40
FDB 072 DXB 00:45
JAI 573 BOM 01:10
KLM 413 AMS 01:55
DLH 637 FRA 02:15
SAI 442 LHE 02:30
THY 773 IST 02:55
PGT 859 SAW 03:25
UAE 854 DXB 03:50
FDB 068 DXB 03:55
ETD 306 AUH 04:05
MSR 613 CAI 04:10
KKK 6508 IST 04:10
OMA 644 MCT 04:15
QTR 1085 DOH 04:30
MSC 406 HMB 05:05
QTR 1077 DOH 05:15
FDB 070 DXB 06:30
JAI 525 AUH/MAA 06:35
THY 765 SAW 06:55
JZR 164 DXB 06:55
RJA 643 AMM 07:05
GFA 212 BAH 07:15
JZR 240 AMM 07:15
THY 771 IST 07:30
JZR 778 JED 07:55
FDB 054 DXB 08:25
BAW 156 LHR 08:45
QTR 1087 DOH 08:50
JZR 534 CAI 09:15
KAC 671 DXB 09:25
ABY 126 SHJ 09:40
KAC 101 LHR/JFK 09:50
KAC 787 JED 09:50
UAE 856 DXB 09:55
JZR 174 DXB 10:10
ETD 302 AUH 10:20
KAC 561 AMM 10:25

JZR 356 MHD 10:30
FDB 056 DXB 10:35
QTR 1071 DOH 11:00
KAC 541 CAI 11:05
KAC 165 FCO/CDG 11:15
GFA 214 BAH 11:25
KAC 741 DMM 11:45
RBG 554 HBE 11:55
KAC 501 BEY 12:00
JZR 776 JED 12:20
MSC 402 HBE 12:25
SYR 342 DAM 13:00
JZR 176 DXB 13:45
MSR 611 CAI 14:00
MRJ 4814 MHD 14:10
UAE 872 DXB 14:15
IAW 158 NJF 14:20
AGY 685 HMB 14:40
IRC 527 MHD 14:55
MSR 576 SSH 15:00
KAC 673 DXB 15:00
KAC 785 JED 15:00
QTR 1079 DOH 15:05
FDB 058 DXB 15:10
KAC 617 DOH 15:15
TBZ 5484 MHD 15:20
KNE 473 JED 15:20
JZR 188 DXB 15:40
GFA 222 BAH 15:45
KNE 471 JED 15:50
KAC 773 RUH 15:50
KAC 613 BAH 16:10
IAW 158A NJF 16:15
ABY 128 SHJ 16:25
KNE 463 MED 16:30
KNE 481 TIF 16:50
JZR 266 BEY 17:05
NIA 252 HBE 17:15
FDB 052 DXB 17:25
QTR 1073 DOH 17:40
UAE 858 DXB 17:45
JZR 538 CAI 17:45
ETD 304 AUH 17:50
RJA 641 AMM 17:55
SVA 511 RUH 18:15
GFA 216 BAH 18:20
UAL 982 BAH 18:20
FDB 076 DXB 18:25
JZR 156 DWC 18:30
JZR 184 DXB 18:40
IZG 4162 Mashhad 18:45
JZR 238 Amman 18:50
JZR 134 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 121 Sharjah 19:20
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
UAE 876 Dubai 19:40
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:55
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
IRA 666 Esfahan 20:50
KAC 361 Colombo 20:50
MSR 607 Luxor 21:05
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:05
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:05
KNE 475 Jeddah 21:10
KAC 331 Trivandrum 21:10
ABY 124 Sharjah 21:15
KAC 351 Kochi 21:15
FDB 062 Dubai 21:20
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
MSC 4402 HRG 21:55
KAC 381 Delhi 22:00
ALK 230 Colombo 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
FDB 074 Dubai 22:30
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KNE 461 Riyadh 22:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:55
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
QTR 1075 Doha 23:05
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:15
KAC 543 Cairo 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:30
FDB 060 Dubai 23:40

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats
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ACROSS
1. Something with a round shape like a flat circular plate.
5. Acrylic resin used to make a strong soft crease-resistant fabric (trade name Acrilan).
12. Any of several small ungulate mammals of Africa and Asia with rodent-like inci-
sors and feet with hooflike toes.
15. (computer science) A graphic symbol (usually a simple picture) that denotes a
program or a command or a data file or a concept in a graphical user interface.
16. A city in southeastern Spain.
17. Electrical conduction through a gas in an applied electric field.
18. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
19. A stiff straw hat with a flat crown.
20. The cry made by sheep.
21. A toothed wheel that engages another toothed mechanism in order to change
the speed or direction of transmitted motion.
24. Take in solid food.
25. A primeval personification of air and breath.
28. A soft whitish calcite.
31. An independent agency of the United States government responsible for aviation
and spaceflight.
32. An independent group of closely related Chadic languages spoken in the area
between the Biu-Mandara and East Chadic languages.
36. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the Rhine.
37. The sense organ for hearing and equilibrium.
40. A handsaw for cutting with the grain of the wood.
42. A structure in which animals lay eggs or give birth to their young.
44. A fractional monetary unit in Bangladesh and India and Nepal and Pakistan.
45. A toxic nonmetallic element related to sulfur and tellurium.
46. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of the alkali metal group.
47. Pertaining to or resembling amoebae.
49. Any tree or shrub of the genus Inga having pinnate leaves and showy usually
white flowers.
52. A constitutional monarchy in northern Europe.
53. A large family of trees, shrubs, vines, and herbs bearing bean pods.
55. A silvery ductile metallic element found primarily in bauxite.
56. A soft heavy toxic malleable metallic element.
57. A heavy brittle metallic element of the platinum group.
59. 4-wheeled motor vehicle.
61. A V-shaped indentation.
65. South American shrub or small tree having long shining evergreen leaves and
panicles of green or yellow flowers.
68. The sign language used in the United States.
70. The boy whose upbringing was described by Jean-Jacques Rousseau.
71. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common policy for the
sale of petroleum.
72. The basic unit of money in Zambia.
74. The mission in San Antonio where in 1836 Mexican forces under Santa Anna
besieged and massacred American rebels who were fighting to make Texas inde-
pendent of Mexico.
76. The elementary stages of any subject (usually plural).
77. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked).
78. Genus of Australian woody vines having showy red or purplish flowers.
80. A vessel (usually cylindrical) with a wide mouth and without handles.

C R O S S W O R D 7 1 1
81. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
82. A mishap.
83. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. Sound recording consisting of a disc with continuous grooves.
2. The United Nations agency concerned with civil aviation.
3. A short musical composition with words.
4. Widely distributed low-growing Eurasian herb having narrow leaves and inconspic-
uous green flowers.
5. Metal or plastic sheath over the end of a shoelace or ribbon.
6. A member of an Algonquian people living in central Canada.
7. A garment (coat or sweater) that has raglan sleeves.
8. Antibacterial drug (trade name Nydrazid) used to treat tuberculosis.
9. Of or relating to a member of the Buddhist people inhabiting the Mekong river in
Laos and Thailand.
10. Of or pertaining to the adrenal glands or their secretions.
11. (British) Your grandmother.
12. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake Chad.
13. An Arabic speaking person who lives in Arabia or North Africa.
14. A narcotic that is considered a hard drug.
22. The lean flesh of a fish similar to cod.
23. French philosopher remembered as the founder of positivism.
26. A block of the earth's crust bounded by faults and shifted to form peaks of a
mountain range.
27. A parliamentary monarchy in southwestern Europe on the Iberian Peninsula.
29. Relating to the blood vessels or blood.
30. Malicious burning to destroy property.
33. A very poisonous metallic element that has three allotropic forms.
34. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
35. Not in a state of sleep.
38. South American armadillo with three bands of bony plates.
39. A unit of temperature on the Rankine scale.
41. (Old Testament) The second patriarch.
43. (music) The speed at which a composition is to be played.
48. A woman's headscarf folded into a triangle and tied under the chine.
50. A unit of magnetomotive force equal to 0.7958 ampere-turns.
51. A mountain peak in the Andes in Peru (21,709 feet high).
54. The head of a branch of an organized crime syndicate.
58. Of or relating to the Gypsies or their language or culture.
60. Tropical American tree grown in southern United States having a whitish pink-
tinged fruit.
62. Covered or furnished with tiles.
63. A group of biological taxa or species that share features inherited from a common
ancestor.
64. A reddish-brown chloride of heme.
66. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
67. The capital and largest city of Ghana with a deep-water port.
69. (informal) Valuable goods.
73. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974) that was responsible for research into atom-
ic energy and its peacetime uses in the United States.
75. Annual grass of Europe and North Africa.
79. A state in southeastern United States.
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RUGBY PREVIEW 

PARIS: Stade Francais entertain Bordeaux-Begles in what
promises to be an exciting and high-scoring affair in the
French capital today. It is also a crucial clash between two
sides looking to establish themselves as genuine title con-
tenders they come into the match sitting fifth and third
respectively in the table. But what makes the match-up par-
ticularly exciting is the history between the sides and, in par-
ticular, Bordeaux’s try-happy form. The team from France’s
most famous wine region have scored more than 50 points
in three of their last four matches thrashing Clermont 51-21,
Castres 59-7 and London Welsh 52-20.

Clashes between Stade and Bordeaux the last three sea-
sons have also been high scoring affairs with the winning
side never managing fewer than 30 points, while last year’s
match in Bordeaux finished 45-23 to the hosts. However,
they have not enjoyed much success in Paris, going down
37-23 last season. The hosts have recovered after a tricky
start to this season, even pulling off a highly-improbable 28-
24 win at French and European champions Toulon last
month before going into the European break on the back of
a 23-19 derby success against Racing-Metro.

‘They had some problems at the start of the season but

now they’re in good form. They beat Racing, which isn’t an
easy derby to manage,’ said Bordeaux forwards coach Regis
Sonnes. Either side could go top of the league with victory,
ahead of leaders’ Clermont’s trip to Bayonne later today and
Toulon’s clash with Grenoble tomorrow. Toulon will be able
to count on in-form Australian versatile back James
O’Connor, whose entry from the bench against Ulster for
compatriot Matt Giteau at fly-half in the European
Champions Cup last weekend proved a turning point for the
reigning champions, who won 23-13.

However, the 24-year-old told rugbyrama.com that he
still prefers playing at full-back or on the wing, while he reit-
erated his intention to return to Australia in December to try
to force his way back into the Australia set-up before next
year’s World Cup in England. Toulon suffered a rare setback
earlier this month before the two-week break for European
rugby, losing 21-10 at Toulouse. However, they will be highly
fancied to pick up a win against Grenoble and keep the pres-
sure on Clermont, whose trip to Bayonne could be compli-
cated. A month ago the Basques thumped Toulouse 35-19 at
their Jean Dauger stadium. All three of their victories this
season have come at home, although they were beaten

there by both Toulon and Montpellier. Even so, Clermont
have had some recent difficulties on their travels, crushed by
Bordeaux at the beginning of this month and then conced-
ing four tries in a 30-23 loss at Saracens in the Champions
Cup. The leaders will be without Wales centre Jonathan
Davies who is out for up to three weeks with a shoulder
injury. Other weekend fixtures see challengers Montpellier
and Racing play away to lowly La Rochelle and at home to
rock-bottom Oyonnax respectively.

Faltering Castres travel to second-from-bottom Brive
looking for their first away win of the season. As well as their
Bordeaux humiliation, the 2013 champions and last year’s
runners-up have lost away to both newly promoted sides
this season, not to mention going down 25-9 at Harlequins
in Europe. The final weekend match sees Lyon host
Toulouse, the record four-time European champions also
looking for their first league away success of the season.
Defeats at La Rochelle, Brive, Racing and Bayonne have left
them well down the league table but they have won their
last four matches, beating Stade Francais and Toulon in the
league before successes against Montpellier and Bath their
only away win this season in Europe. — AFP 

Stade Francais and Bordeaux set for thriller

Fit, fresh Boks set
off on European

challenge
JOHANNESBURG: A fit, fresh South African squad fly to
Europe this weekend hoping to build on a Rugby
Championship triumph over greatest rivals New Zealand.
The Springboks tackle Six Nations title-holders Ireland in
Dublin on November 8, followed on consecutive
Saturdays by Tests against England, Italy and Wales. It will
be the last chance for South Africans used to hard, sun-
baked grounds to adapt to softer, stamina-sapping
European conditions before the 2015 World Cup in
England. After defeating the All Blacks in Johannesburg
this month through a monster last-minute Patrick Lambie
penalty, the squad had a two-week break before a two-
week camp near Cape Town.

Conditioning and attention to detail were the buzz-
words as the green and gold enjoyed an unusually long
build-up to an end-of-season tour.  “I cannot recall having
two weeks before to prepare for a tour of Europe,” said
117-cap lock Victor Matfield, at 37 the senior squad mem-
ber.  “This will benefit us greatly,” added the forward who
ended a two-year retirement this season and quickly
reclaimed his place among the best Test line-out jumpers.
Skipper and centre Jean de Villiers said the Stellenbosch
camp amid the Cape winelands was crucial to developing
an even stronger side than that which overcame world
champions New Zealand.

“Beating the All Blacks does not mean we are perfect-
far from it,” he stressed. “We need to work on decision
making as we made some basic errors during that game.
“We must improve a lot to succeed in Europe this month,”
said the 34-year-old who has been skipper since Heyneke
Meyer became coach two seasons ago. “Defeating New
Zealand for the first time in three years was great, but now
we have to play well in our next game against Ireland as
well.” Matfield only had praise for the Irish as South Africa
seek to extend a perfect tour record in Europe under
Meyer. “Ireland will be a huge battle,” he forecast. “They
are right up there with New Zealand and South Africa in
terms of performance statistics.  “The Irish concede few
tries and we have a new attacking approach so it will be
an interesting match.” All those who inflicted a first loss in
two years on New Zealand are travelling, including
Lambie, two-try fly-half Handre Pollard and man of the
match and No 8 Duane Vermeulen. Pollard, who has taken
over the No. 10 jersey from long-serving but less adven-
turous Morne Steyn, became the first Springbok fly-half to
bag a brace of tries against the All Blacks.

And Vermeulen passed a last-minute fitness test before
giving another monumental display of courage, power
and skill. Although Meyer included five uncapped players
in left-wing Seabelo Senatla, hooker Robbie Coetzee, prop
Julian Redelinghuys, flanker Jaco Kriel and No 8 Nizaam
Carr, he has ruled out wholesale experimentation. —AFP

CHICAGO: The All Blacks’ first visit to the United States in 34 years
is set to shatter the rugby attendance record in America and, hope-
fully, pique interest in the game Stateside. Soldier Field, home of
the NFL’s Chicago Bears, is sold-out for the one-off Test today,
promising an historic crowd of 61,000-plus that will more than tre-
ble the previous record rugby crowd of 20,181 for a United States
match against Ireland in Houston in 2013. Regardless of the out-
come, it’s a milestone moment for a USA Rugby federation keen to
raise the profile of the game in the crowded US sports landscape.
“This is a fantastic opportunity for us to showcase the global game
of rugby to American sports fans,” said USA Rugby Chief Executive
Officer Nigel Melville, a former England captain.

The inclusion of rugby sevens in the 2016 Rio Olympic program
has boosted interest in the game in America. With potential
Olympic medals at stake funding has flowed into the sport, and
that opportunity is also an attention grabber for talented athletes
who might otherwise direct their efforts to the gridiron or basket-
ball court. Olympic broadcaster NBC will carry live coverage of a
match Melville has called the “biggest game in US rugby history.”
The world champion All Blacks named a makeshift matchday squad
that includes 12 changes to the 15 who started against Australia a
fortnight ago. Only fullback Israel Dagg, winger Cory Jane and
stand-in captain Kieran Read survive in a team consisting largely of
fringe players and reserves. Star fly-half Dan Carter and code-hop-
ping star Sonny Bill Williams were recalled, but captain Richie
McCaw dropped for what will be the first match in a tour that will
also include Tests against England, Wales and Scotland. World
record points-scorer Carter, who has been out with a broken leg,
was named among the reserves, while Aaron Cruden gets his
chance at fly-half following his exile over a drinking incident.

The build-up to the contest has seen the All Blacks largely enjoy-
ing their anonymity in Chicago. A few forays into the city’s busy
sports scene included McCaw’s promotional puck shot at a
Blackhawks NHL game. Nevertheless, New Zealand coach Steve
Hansen says the Test against the 18th-ranked Eagles is more than a
chance to build the All Blacks brand in America, insisting it’s a key
part of preparations for next year’s World Cup in England and
Wales. “On this northern tour we want to give all players in the
squad the opportunity to grow their game-and we also want to
develop our game as a team-and it starts today,” Hansen said.

World Cup boost 
The United States have also secured a 2015 World Cup berth,

and Eagles coach Mike Tolkin fields a strong team, thanks in part to
reaching an agreement for the release of three English Premiership
stars-Eric Fry, Samu Manoa and Hayden Smith. Todd Clever, making
his 60th appearance in an Eagles shirt, will captain the side, which
also includes Phil Thiel, who spent time with Smith’s Saracens earli-
er this year. Edinburgh’s Brett Thompson returns to the wing as
does Leicester’s Blaine Scully. Chris Wyles will earn his 45th cap at
full back. “Our selections were based more on how we wanted to

play,” Tolkin said.  “(The All Blacks) present a big challenge, so wor-
rying too much about them would be counter productive. “We had
the line-up in place in our heads already and just confirmed it with
training this week.” For Tolkin, the Test is about taking another step
toward establishing the United States among the game’s elite. “I’m
going to be happy if we walk off the field having left our blood and
guts and given everything we have, and gotten the respect of the
All Blacks and the international rugby community, as well as or
fans,” Tolkin told the International Business Times. “I think that our
guys, they’re going to put their best foot forward.  They’re
American sportsmen and that’s what they do-they feast on that
type of thing.”— AFP

All Blacks visit milestone 
moment for USA Rugby

BRIDEGVIEW: New Zealand All Blacks men’s national rug-
by team outside back Julian Savea catches a ball during
practice in Bridegview, Ill yesterday. The USA Eagles are
to play the All Blacks men’s national team today at
Chicago’s Soldier Field. — AP 
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PARIS: Andy Murray’s recent resurgence continued when the
Briton qualified for the ATP World Tour Finals by reaching the
Paris Masters quarter-finals with a 6-3 6-3 win against Bulgarian
Grigor Dimitrov on Thursday. After dropping outside the world
top 10 following his US Open quarter-final exit, Murray began a
late push for a spot in the London showpiece event, which fea-
tures eight of the best players this season. The eighth seed
showed he was up to the task by seeing off ninth-seeded
Dimitrov, who is now eliminated from the race for the Nov 10-16
event at London’s O2.

Murray will take on world number one Novak Djokovic for a
semi-final spot after the Serbian beat Frenchman Gael Monfils 6-3
7-6(2) in Thursday’s late match. “There were no downs really in
the match,” Murray told reporters after becoming the fifth player
to book his place in the season finale. “Some of the matches that
I’ve had against the top, top players I had some periods in the
match where my level had dropped off a little bit, and the best
players capitalize on those moments. “I didn’t have any of them
today. I played well from start to finish and I made it very difficult
for Grigor.”

Federer through
Second seed Roger Federer dismissed French qualifier Lucas

Pouille 6-4 6-4 and now faces Milos Raonic, who can still qualify
for the Tour Finals after the Canadian fired 23 aces in his 7-5 7-6(7)
win over Spain’s Roberto Bautista Agut. Federer, who has won
five of his 10 finals this year, extended his current winning run to
14 matches as he kept his eye firmnly on the world number one
spot, which he can achieved by winning in Paris if Djokovic does
not reach the final. However, third seed Stan Wawrinka was
knocked out in the third round when he lost 6-7(2) 7-5 7-6(3)
against South African Kevin Anderson, suffering his fourth defeat
in five matches. The Swiss, who has already booked a place in the
Tour Finals, had lost his opening matches in the three previous
tournaments he had entered.

A solid performance in the second round in Paris against
Austrian Dominic Thiem was followed by an erratic display against
the 14th seeded Anderson, who served 18 aces. Wawrinka saved
two match points to force a tiebreak in the decider, but was unable
to match Anderson, who upped his level to book a quarter-final
spot against Czech Tomas Berdych. Berdych kept his Tour Finals
hopes alive with a 7-5 6-3 win over Spain’s Feliciano Lopez as did
sixth seed Kei Nishikori who beat Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-1 4-6 6-4.
The Japanese can make the season-ending event if he beats fourth
seed David Ferrer in the Paris quarter finals, with the Spaniard hav-
ing thrashed compatriot Fernando Verdasco 6-1 6-2.— AFP 

Nishikori, Raonic still in 
the hunt for Tour finals

Murray qualifies, Federer wins

PARIS: France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga returns to Japan’s Kei
Nishikori during the third round match at the ATP World
Tour Masters 1000 indoor tennis tournament 014 at the
Bercy Palais-Omnisport (POPB). —  AFP 

SHANGHAI: Nicolas Colsaerts (left) of Belgium looks on as
Romain Wattel of France prepares to putt during the sec-
ond day of the BMW Shanghai Masters golf tournament at
the Lake Malaren Golf Club yesterday. — AFP 

Colsaerts takes 
Shanghai lead

SHANGHAI: Big-hitting Belgian Nicolas Colsaerts fired a
superb eight-under 64 yesterday to take a one-shot lead
after the second round of the BMW Masters in Shanghai.
Colsaerts used his booming length to great effect, grab-
bing four of the nine birdies on his card at each of the par-
fives on the 7,607-yard rain-softened Lake Malaren layout.
Colsaerts leads by one to France’s long-hitter Alexander
Levy with compatriot Romain Wattel-no slouch off the tee
himself-a further shot back. The 2012 Ryder Cup winner
has enjoyed a resurgence in form of late, shooting a rare
round of 60 at the Portugal Masters three weeks ago.

And only last month he destroyed the European Tour’s
all-time long-driving record with a monstrous 447-yard
blast at Celtic Manor at the Wales Open. Colsaerts also
blasted three birdies and an eagle on the par fives in his
opening round 66 on Thursday. He acknowledged that the
soft course and heavy conditions were playing into the
hands of the men with the big guns off the tee. “We spoke
about this yesterday,” Colsaerts said after his round. “Some
guys in the mornings had four-irons into the 10th and I hit
a gap wedge. “I think the condition of the golf course and
the way the air is here makes a big difference. It will defi-
nitely suit long hitters without a doubt.”

Ryder Cup star and 2013 US open winner Justin Rose
enjoyed one of the rounds of the day with a seven-under
65, but finds himself seven off the lead going into the
weekend. “Put it this way, I don’t think Nicolas is going to
come back to us,” he said. “I think I need another two low
rounds to have a chance to win.” One of the few shorter
men off the tee to stand tall on the leaderboard was
Northern Ireland’s 2010 US Open winner Graeme
McDowell. He is six back from Colsaerts after a three-under
69 left him decently placed at eight-under for the tourna-
ment. “There’s a not a lot of short hitters on the leader-
board,” agreed McDowell. “Colsaerts moves it. Levy moves
it. Wattel moves it. “But there’s more to it than that. The
soft conditions mean any iron is going to stop coming into
these surfaces.

“So I feel I can compete this weekend even with the
long guys. I’m right where I want to be and can give myself
a chance come Sunday.” Another European Ryder Cup stal-
wart, Thomas Bjorn, fought back from four over par for the
day after just three holes to record a five-under par 67. The
Dane missed a short par putt on the first and then took a
disastrous triple-bogey eight at the third.  But he repaired
the damage in commanding style with five consecutive
birdies from the seventh hole and nine in all. “You have
days like that when, all of a sudden, it starts going your
way. I’d like to play the first three again,” Bjorn said. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: The man regarded as Australia’s foremost cricket
fan has spoken of how he misses trips to Pakistan and wants to
see the country back on the international circuit. Luke Gallian,
who believes he is the only fan who has watched cricket in
every Test-playing country, has been a common sight at
Australia’s games for the past two decades.

And he said despite some “scary” moments in Pakistan, off-
limits for top-level tours since 2009 because of the risk of mili-
tant attacks, he wants to see cricket there again. “I can go to
Pakistan tomorrow,” the 44-year-old told AFP during Pakistan’s
series against Australia in the United Arab Emirates, where they
play their home matches. “I wanted to take tours three times
but every time there was unrest and we had to cancel the tour,
but I am sure the day is not far when we can go there again. “I
feel for Pakistan spectators.”

For Gallian, easily recognizable by his colourful shirts,
Australia flag and baggy green cap, Pakistan evokes memories
of a bygone era in cricket, when players were close to the fans.
During Australia’s last tour of Pakistan in 1998, he remembers
knocking on the team’s dressing room door and being allowed
inside for the first time.  “I used to knock the Australian dress-
ing room and Steve Waugh would always oblige,” recalled
Gallian, who runs a travel agency, www.wavingtheflag.com,
which specializes in cricket tours.

Now it is a very different world with players on their guard
after a series of match-fixing scandals, and more likely to inter-
act through social media than in real life. “I think social media
has misinterpreted and mixed up everything,” Gallian said.
“Then players have come under scrutiny because of fixing
which is understandable but spectators have lost a chance to
interact with the players.” Gallian is among a group of colour-
ful, well-known spectators like Phil Long of England’s Barmy
Army, the West Indies’ “Gravy”, Chacha (Uncle) Cricket of
Pakistan, Percy Abeysekera of Sri Lanka and Sudhir Kumar of
India.  He was introduced to cricket by his father, who took him
to the Australia v England Centenary Test in Melbourne in
1976, when he was six.  

In 2010, he reached 150 Test attendances at Basin Reserve
during Australia’s tour of New Zealand. But he said Pakistan
was his most memorable cricket destination-despite some
heart-pounding experiences. 

“It’s long time back, but I had some scary moments as some
spectators pestered me in Peshawar. I felt at that time the
Pakistani society was on the edge,” he said.”But out of the
ground people loved me,” he added. “I was also in Pakistan for
the 1996 World Cup final and found the food there extraordi-
nary and sights admirable. “It’s unfortunate that we are not
able to have cricket there. It’s a big loss.” — AFP 

Australia journeyman 
misses Pakistan trips
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SINGAPORE: Singapore great Aleksandar Duric will bid
farewell to one of football’s most extraordinary and
prolific careers when he plays his last match at the age
of 44. The Yugoslav-born marksman is credited with
more goals in a single league than any other active
player, and he is the second oldest international goal-
scorer in football history. Along the way, Duric kayaked
for newly formed Bosnia at the 1992 Olympics and
played in Sweden, Hungary, China and Australia before
making his home in Singapore in 1999.

The Tampines Rovers striker, with 376 Singapore
club goals to his name, will sign off at Jalan Besar stadi-
um with the cheers of a grateful public ringing in his
ears. “It’s very emotional,” the tall, rangy striker told
AFP. “A lot has been going through my mind. It’s not
easy-I thought it would be much easier because I have

prepared myself for the last 10 months. “But when it
came it’s much tougher. It’s a chapter in my life that’s
finished and I’m preparing myself for the next.” Duric
made his debut for Singapore at the age of 37, after
receiving citizenship, and compiled 24 goals in 53
games, helping his adopted country win two Southeast
Asian titles.

He scored in the 3-0 win over Malaysia in 2012 at
the age of 42 years and 105 days, second only to the US
Virgin Isles’ Keithroy Cornelius who found the net aged
43 in 2011. The popular father-of-three has fired 330
goals in the S-League, lifting the trophy eight times,
and has 46 in the cup competition which he has won
on three occasions. According to the International
Federation of Football History and Statistics, Duric has
the most goals in a single league of any active player

worldwide. Duric’s globe-trotting journey started when
he left the former Yugoslavia for a trial in Sweden, and
was unable to return when war broke out in 1991.

Later, the talented junior kayaker was asked to rep-
resent Bosnia-Herzegovina at the 1992 Olympics in
Barcelona, which he reached by hitch-hiking across
Europe. “I set some records and they will stay forever,”
Duric said. “I’m really proud of what I did but it
doesn’t mean much to me. It will mean more to the
people and my kids.” He added: “I never imagined I
would play until 44 but I knew I had to work extra
hard and stay motivated-motivation is the biggest
factor in my life. “It will be hard tomorrow morning
when I wake up and there’s no more dressing room,
no fun with the boys and no more training and prepa-
rations for matches.”— AFP 

World-leading goal-machine quits at 44

MILAN: Napoli host Roma today in a clash whose
title repercussions could be eclipsed by the
painful memories for the family of the last victim
of Italian football-related violence. The sides
meet at Napoli’s San Paolo stadium for the first
time since the death of 31-year-old Ciro Esposito,
a Napoli fan who was killed by a hardline Roma
‘ultra’ on the fringes of the Italian Cup final last
May. Esposito was allegedly shot by a former
‘ultra’ leader, Daniele De Santis, who has since
been arrested and is facing manslaughter
charges.

When Esposito died on June 25, Napoli fans
called for revenge. At every Napoli home game,
banners adorned with ‘Ciro Vive’ (Ciro is alive)
are regularly unfurled. Faced with the prospect
of violent clashes between Napoli and Roma
fans, police have tightened security with all
Roma fans banned from travelling to the game.
While Esposito’s mother, Antonella Leardi has
called for calm authorities have taken further
measures by banning the sale of tickets to any
fans from the larger Rome region of Latium. In
Italy, identity cards must be shown by fans when
buying tickets.

Roma, who lost ground to Juve following a
scoreless draw away to high-flying Sampdoria
last weekend, are now back level on points with
the league leaders after Juve’s first defeat of the
season on Wednesday. 

Massimiliano Allegri’s men dominated at
Genoa but were left lamenting a series of missed
chances when Luca Antonini struck for the hosts
in the fourth minute of stoppage time to secure
a memorable win. Three weeks after being sent
to the stands for dissent during Roma’s only
defeat so far this season-to Juventus-Giallorossi
coach Rudi Garcia would be forgiven for feeling
confident following his side’s 2-0 win over
Cesena. But Garcia said: “Juve’s result is of no
concern to us. Our focus has to be on our team
and the crucial thing is for us to remain

focused.” Roma visit a Napoli side still smarting
from their failure to take all three points in a 1-1
draw away to Atalanta in midweek. 

Napoli’s Gonzalo Higuain and Marek Hamsik
both ended their respective Serie A goal
droughts last weekend, but after Higuain hit a
late leveller in Bergamo the Argentinian saw an
injury-time penalty saved by 22-year-old Marco
Sportiello. Slovakian midfielder Hamsik lament-
ed: “We could have had another two points and
moved up to third place. Now, we have to focus
on the weekend and getting a win against
Roma.”

Juve are on the road for the second succes-
sive game but should account for an Empoli side
struggling to make the weight in Serie A.
Maurizio Sarri’s men have won only once this
season, a 3-0 defeat of Palermo three weeks ago
and have lost their last two games in which they
have shipped seven goals. Juventus defender
Angelo Ogbonna believes Empoli could adopt
the same approach as many ‘inferior’ sides and
shut up shop at the back. “We’ll come up against
the same difficulties we had in Genoa. Teams
when they play us tend to defend deep and it’s
difficult to find space in which to operate,” the
26-year-old told juventus.com.

“We need to be alert to counter-attacks and
show a more clinical approach.” Lazio moved up
to third following a 1-1 draw away to Verona on
Thursday, meaning Stefano Pioli’s men are, like
Milan, Sampdoria and Udinese, six points adrift
of Juventus. 

Inter, in eighth at one point further adrift,
could go third provisionally if they beat Parma
away in today’s late game. But Milan, held to a
1-1 draw at Cagliari in midweek, host struggling
Palermo tomorrow when coach Filippo Inzaghi
expects a win. “We could have done more, but
as of Sunday we will already have the chance to
collect important points. It wont be easy for
anybody to win here,” he warned. — AFP 

PARIS: As their meeting with bitter rivals
Marseille approaches, Paris Saint-Germain will
look to further increase the pressure on the
Ligue 1 leaders with a win at struggling
Lorient today. PSG are the only side in
France’s top flight to still boast an unbeaten
record after Marseille went down 1-0 at Lyon
last weekend, a result that means the two
clubs are now separated by just four points at
the top of the table. The clubs clash in the
French game’s biggest grudge match at the
Parc des Princes on November 9, and Paris
would love to go into ‘Le Classique’ with a
chance of seizing first place from OM.

A win at Lorient would leave just one point
between the sides and turn up the heat on
Marseille,  who host Lens at the Stade
Velodrome on Sunday night. Laurent Blanc’s
PSG, who host APOEL of Cyprus in the
Champions League next midweek, welcome
back Edinson Cavani after suspension for the
trip to Brittany while Marquinhos is set to
return, but they must do without the banned
Gregory Van der Wiel. Zlatan Ibrahimovic is
still on the sidelines with a heel problem that
refuses to go away, yet the capital side should
still have enough firepower to take three
points from the artificial pitch at the Stade du
Moustoir.

“It is very important for us to win at Lorient
to stay alongside Marseille,” captain Thiago
Silva told PSG TV. “We are playing them in our
next game so this is a chance to close the gap.
Artificial pitches are very different. The ball
goes very fast, so we will need to be fully
focused.” Lorient may have won at Evian in
the League Cup in midweek but their miser-
able league form-six defeats in their last sev-
en outings-suggests that their chances of
causing an upset are slim. “They are not
unbeatable. We will do everything to try and
get a result,” declared their former Marseille
striker Jordan Ayew optimistically.

Marseille forced to rethink 
Ayew’s old side had equalled the club

record of eight successive league wins before
coming unstuck at Lyon, and Marcelo Bielsa’s
men were then eliminated from the League
cup at Rennes on Wednesday, going down 2-
1. “Losing makes me sad. We are very disap-
pointed to exit the competition so quickly,”
said Bielsa after seeing OM take the lead only
to be hauled back on level terms before con-
ceding the winner in the last minute. “Two
defeats in a row obviously forces us to rethink
things. Tomorrow’s game is very important
and we must immediately start thinking
about that.” 

Against Lens, Bielsa will welcome back a
host of players who were rested in the League
Cup, including goalkeeper Steve Mandanda
and leading scorer Andre-Pierre Gignac,
although full-back Brice Dja Djedje is banned
after his red card at Rennes. Yesterday,
Monaco will look to continue their recent
good form when they entertain Reims at the
Stade Louis II.

The principality club won 3-1 away to
Bastia last weekend and have lost just once in
nine matches in all competitions. “At the start
of the season not everything was bad, just as
today not everything is good. 

There is always room for progress in foot-
ball,” said coach Leonardo Jardim. Monaco,
who will be without Layvin Kurzawa but wel-
come back midfield duo Joao Moutinho and
Jeremy Toulalan, can leap provisionally into
fourth place with a victory. Third-placed Lyon
are unbeaten in seven games but travel to
Nice today wary of the south-coast club’s
Brazilian star Carlos Eduardo, who netted five
times in a stunning 7-2 success at Guingamp
last weekend. Meanwhile, Lille entertain
Saint-Etienne chasing a return to winning
ways before travelling to face Everton in the
Europa League. — AFP 

Napoli host Roma 
in high-risk clash

ITALIAN LEAGUE PREVIEW

Juventus 9 7 1 1 16 4 22
Roma 9 7 1 1 16 4 22
Lazio 9 5 1 3 16 9 16
AC Milan 9 4 4 1 18 12 16
Sampdoria 9 4 4 1 9 5 16
Udinese 9 5 1 3 11 9 16
Napoli 9 4 3 2 17 12 15
Inter Milan 9 4 3 2 15 8 15
Genoa 9 4 3 2 10 8 15
Fiorentina 9 3 4 2 9 6 13

Verona 9 3 3 3 10 15 12
Torino 9 3 2 4 7 9 11
Sassuolo 9 2 4 3 10 15 10
Cagliari 9 2 3 4 14 12 9
Palermo 9 2 3 4 9 17 9
Atalanta 9 2 2 5 4 11 8
Empoli 9 1 4 4 10 16 7
Cesena 9 1 3 5 6 15 6
Chievo 9 1 1 7 6 15 4
Parma 9 1 0 8 12 21 3

Italian Serie A table

MILAN: Italian Serie A table ahead of the weekend matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals
for, goals against, points):

Marseille 11 8 1 2 25 9 25
Paris SG 11 5 6 0 21 7 21
Lyon 11 6 2 3 21 9 20
Saint-Etienne 11 6 2 3 11 10 20
Nantes 11 5 4 2 10 7 19
Bordeaux 11 5 3 3 16 13 18
Nice 11 5 2 4 16 15 17
Monaco 11 5 2 4 13 12 17
Rennes 11 4 3 4 13 13 15
Metz 11 4 3 4 10 10 15

Lille 11 4 3 4 8 9 15
Toulouse 11 4 2 5 13 15 14
Montpellier 11 4 2 5 9 11 14
Reims 11 4 2 5 11 20 14
Caen 11 3 3 5 12 12 12
Lens 11 3 2 6 10 13 11
Lorient 11 3 1 7 9 14 10
Bastia 11 2 4 5 9 16 10
Evian TG 11 3 1 7 11 20 10
Guingamp 11 3 0 8 8 21 9

French Ligue 1 table

PARIS: French Ligue 1 table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost,
goals for, goals against, points):

PSG crank up pressure 
on stuttering Marseille
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GLASGOW: Celtic boss Ronny Deila hopes the
Scottish champions can become a magnet for
the best young talent in Europe. Deila’s
impressive work at developing youngsters at
Norwegian club Stromsgodset was one of the
reasons the Parkhead club turned to the 39-
year-old to replace Neil Lennon in the sum-
mer. The Hoops boss has since helped bring
out the best in on-loan Manchester City play-
ers Jason Denayer and John Guidetti, while
home-grown talent Callum McGregor has
shone on his appearances in the first team. 

And Deila hopes their progression can
help attract more talented youngsters to
Celtic, who face Inverness Caledonian Thistle
today, in the future. “I hope so. It was like that
when I was a coach in Norway,” the Celtic
boss said. “All the good young players wanted
to come to Stromsgodset as they saw what
we did with them. They came as average play-
ers and they left heading out to Europe and
have a career. That’s what we want here as
well.

“You can see what we’ve done with Jason,
who is progressing all the time, along with a
lot of other players who are progressing as
well. Guidetti is also performing well. “If you
get good results with the players and the
team, then players want to come here and

become better. It’s about getting the best out
of the players and getting them to reach their
potential.” Swedish striker Guidetti has made
a huge impact since arriving in Glasgow on a
season-long loan from City, with eight goals
in as many appearances including a hat-trick
in Wednesday’s resounding 6-0 League Cup
win against Partick Thistle.

And Deila is already plotting to make his
stay at Celtic Park a permanent one. “He has
to get to know us and we have to get to know
him. When he came, there was a question
mark as he was out for a long time and hadn’t
played football regularly for two years,” the
Celtic manager said. “It’s been a fantastic rela-
tionship so far. He wants to improve and
knows he can improve more as well and that’s
what we want. “To improve he needs to play
and here he gets the trust he needs. We hope
this is something we can do on a permanent
basis.”

Tonev to feature?
Celtic may have winger Aleksandar Tonev

available for the visit of second-placed
Inverness today after they confirmed they
would appeal his seven-match ban for racially
abusing Aberdeen defender Shay Logan. The
on-loan Aston Villa player was charged fol-

lowing an incident with Logan during a
match in September. Elsewhere today, sur-
prise league leaders Hamilton Academical will
look to bounce back from a disappointing
week as they host Partick Thistle at New
Douglas Park. 

Alex Neil’s side were in impressive form
until after back-to-back defeats to Dundee
and Aberdeen, the latter in the League Cup,
and will want to get back to winning ways

against Thistle. Third-placed Dundee United,
who needed penalties to beat second-tier
Hibernian in the League Cup quarter-finals on
Wednesday, will hope their midweek exer-
tions don’t take their toll when they face St
Mirren at Tannadice while Kilmarnock host
Dundee. St Johnstone entertain struggling
Motherwell on Friday and bottom-of-the-
table Ross County take on Aberdeen on
Monday night.—AFP 

Celtic boss aims to develop young talent

GLASGOW: Scottish Premiership table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals
for, goals against, points):

Hamilton 11 7 2 2 19 7 23
Inverness CT 11 7 2 2 15 8 23
Dundee United 11 7 1 3 19 13 22
Celtic 10 6 2 2 22 7 20
Kilmarnock 11 6 2 3 14 10 20
Aberdeen 11 6 1 4 17 15 19
Dundee 11 4 4 3 14 13 16
Partick Thistle 10 3 2 5 13 13 11
St Johnstone 11 3 1 7 7 14 10
St Mirren 11 2 2 7 10 18 8
Motherwell 11 2 1 8 6 19 7
Ross County 11 1 2 8 9 28 5

Scottish Premiership table

Bayern Munich 9 6 3 0 21 2 21 
M’chengladbach 9 4 5 0 12 4 17
Wolfsburg 9 5 2 2 16 9 17  
Hoffenheim 9 4 5 0 13 7 17  
Leverkusen 9 5 4 1 17 14 16
Mainz 05 9 3 5 1 12 10 14 
Hanover 96 9 4 1 4 6 11 13 
Paderborn 9 3 3 3 13 12 12 
Augsburg 9 4 0 5 11 11 12  

Cologne 9 3 3 3 7 7 12  
Eintracht 9 3 3 3 17 18 12  
Schalke 04 9 3 2 4 13 12 11  
Hertha Berlin 9 3 2 4 14 16 11  
VfB Stuttgart 9 2 3 4 14 19 9  
Dortmund 9 2 1 6 10 15 7 
Hamburg 9 1 3 5 3 12 6 
Freiburg 9 0 5 4 8 14 5  
Werder Bremen 9 0 4 5 10 23 4

German Bundesliga table

SPL PREVIEW

GERMAN LEAGUE PREVIEW  

SPANISH LEAGUE PREVIEW  

BERLIN: Germany international Kevin
Grosskreutz insists Borussia Dortmund can
bounce back from their Bundesliga nightmare-
starting with today’s clash at league leaders
Bayern Munich. “We will show again what we can
do. And we want to start in Munich,” said
Grosskreutz. Bayern host Dortmund with the
teams having shared the last four league titles
between them, but Borussia have been rocked by
four straight league defeats-their worst sequence
of Bundesliga results in 15 years. Just two wins in
their opening nine league games leaves last sea-
son’s runners-up languishing in 15th place in the
table, a staggering 14 points behind league lead-
ers Bayern.

But Dortmund have won three of their last
four league matches at Bayern and Munich cap-
tain Philipp Lahm insists Jurgen Klopp’s side are
still a “threat”. To up the ante, Dortmund will
have the worst start to a Bundesliga season in the
club’s history confirmed by a fifth consecutive
defeat today. Bayern hope to include Dutch
winger Arjen Robben after he missed the last two
matches with a leg injury, while Dortmund are set
to name Japanese midfielder Shinji Kagawa who
has a 100 percent record in his four matches
against Munich.

Dortmund-Bayern clashes have been dubbed
Germany’s ‘Klassiker’ in recent years, but Borussia

coach Klopp is currently in the biggest crisis of his
six-year reign. He has refused to make any bold
declarations ahead of the Munich clash, even
though Dortmund trounced last season’s cham-
pions 3-0 on their last visit to the Bavarian capital
in April when Pep Guardiola’s side had already
won the title. “We’re not entitled to anything at
the moment, but we will try everything,” said
Klopp. There is bad blood between Bayern chair-
man Karl-Heinz Rummenigge and Dortmund
with the Bavarian giants reported to be interest-
ed in signing Dortmund’s Germany winger Marco
Reus.

Bayern have signed both World Cup winner
Mario Goetze and Poland striker Robert
Lewandowski from Dortmund in the last two sea-
sons and Rummenigge has said he is fully aware
Reus has a release clause in his contract. “He could
have just said nothing, but that is not his personal
style, and so he just goes on and on,” complained
Dortmund’s CEO Hans-Joachim Watzke. Second-
placed Borussia Moenchengladbach host
Hoffenheim, who are fourth tomorrow in a meet-
ing between two of the league’s three remaining
unbeaten teams. Gladbach can match their 17-
game unbeaten record from 1970/71 by avoiding
defeat, while Hoffenheim are reaping the reward
for rebuilding their squad over the summer and are
proving to be a hard team to break down.—AFP 

Dortmund determined
to bounce back at Bayern

BERLIN: German Bundesliga table ahead of the weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Barcelona 9 7 1 1 23 3 22
Sevilla 9 7 1 1 17 9 22
Real Madrid 9 7 0 2 33 10 21
Valencia 9 6 2 1 20 8 20
Atletico Madrid 9 6 2 1 15 7 20
Celta Vigo 9 4 4 1 16 11 16
Malaga 9 4 3 2 11 8 15
Villarreal 9 4 2 3 13 9 14
Rayo Vallecano 9 3 2 4 11 16 11
Espanyol 9 2 4 3 9 10 10

Eibar 9 2 4 3 9 11 10
Getafe 9 3 1 5 6 13 10
Almeria 9 2 3 4 7 10 9
Granada 9 2 3 4 6 13 9
Bilbao 9 2 2 5 6 12 8
Deportivo 9 2 2 5 11 19 8
Real Sociedad 9 1 3 5 10 14 6
Cordoba 9 0 5 4 6 14 5
Elche 9 1 2 6 8 21 5
Levante 9 1 2 6 4 23 5

Spanish La Liga table
MADRID: Spanish La Liga table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

MADRID: Luis Suarez will make his competitive
home debut as La Liga leaders Barcelona look to
put the disappointment of their defeat to Real
Madrid last weekend behind them against Celta
Vigo today. The Catalans’ defeat at the Santiago
Bernabeu was their first in the league since
coach Luis Enrique left Celta in May to take
charge at the Camp Nou and brought Barca
back into a five-strong pack at the top of the
table separated by just two points. Suarez
returned from a four-month ban for biting
Giorgio Chiellini at the World Cup to make his
Barca bow against Madrid and had a positive
immediate impact as he set up Neymar’s early
opener.

The Uruguayan also produced a sublime
assist for Gerard Pique as Barca lifted the
Catalan Supercup with victory on penalties over
Espanyol in midweek and Luis Enrique has been
impressed with Suarez’s contribution so far. “He
played very well, he made the right decisions
most of the time and was always involved our
play,” said Luis Enrique. “His movement was
good and he was desperate to play, as were the
rest of the squad.” Lionel Messi and Neymar
were given a rare night off on Wednesday, but
will return to form their deadly partnership with

20 goals and 12 assists between them in 12
games so far this season. Jordi Alba and Ivan
Rakitic are also expected to return after being
surprisingly dropped against Madrid, while
Andres Iniesta is sidelined with a calf injury.

Lock down first place
Real Madrid have the chance to knock Barca

off the top for at least a few hours when they
look for an 11th consecutive win in all competi-
tions at Granada earlier today. And captain Iker
Casillas wants the European champions to have
that position locked down by the time La Liga
shuts down for Christmas in seven weeks’ time.
“We need to try and get first place in La Liga
before Christmas, after beating Barcelona we
have taken a huge step forward.” Cristiano
Ronaldo, Sergio Ramos, Pepe, Luka Modric and
Toni Kroos will all return having been rested for
Wednesday’s 4-1 win over UD Cornella in the
Copa del Rey.

However, Gareth Bale remains a major doubt
with the muscle injury that has forced him to
miss the last four games. Champions Atletico
Madrid can also temporarily leapfrog Barcelona
when they host struggling Cordoba at the
Vicente Calderon.—AFP

Barcelona targeting 
Clasico bounceback
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Newcastle v Liverpool 15:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Chelsea v QPR 18:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD 

ASIAN CHAMIONS LEAGUE
AlHilal v Sydney Wanderers 20:30
beIN SPORTS 8 HD

SPANISH LEAGUE 
Granada v Real Madrid 18:00
beIN SPORTS 14 HD
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Atletico de Madrid v Cordoba 20:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Barcelona v Celta de Vigo 22:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
beIN SPORTS 14 HD
Real Sociedad v Malaga 0:00
beIN SPORTS 14 HD
BeIN SPORTS 6 HD

ITALIAN LEAGUE 
Napoli v Roma 17:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Empoli v Juventus 20:00
beIN SPORTS 14 HD
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

GERMAN LEAGUE          
Hamburger v Bayer 04 17:30
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Bayern v Borussia Dortmund 20:30
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD

FRENCH LEAGUE 
Lorient v Paris Saint-Germain 19:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Lille v Saint Etienne 22:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Montpellier v Evian Thonon 22:00
beIN SPORTS 10 HD
Nice v Olympique Lyonnais 22:00

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings) Utd scent City blood 

in Manchester derby
LONDON: Scarred by a run of three games without victory,
misfiring Premier League champions Manchester City will
attempt to reassert their authority when they host derby rivals
Manchester United this weekend. Having blown a two-goal
lead to draw at CSKA Moscow in the Champions League, City
fell six points behind league leaders Chelsea after losing at
West Ham United and were then knocked out of the League
Cup by Newcastle United.  Wednesday’s 2-0 loss at home to
Newcastle came despite City manager Manuel Pellegrini field-
ing a strong team, and goalkeeper Joe Hart has called on his
team-mates to raise their game against United tomorrow.  

“Not everyone’s exactly at their peak at the moment, but
we just need a few players, myself included, to step up,” the
England goalkeeper, who was rested against Newcastle, told
Sky Sports News. “It will come back. It’s just one of those diffi-
cult patches that we’ve gone through many a time. Last sea-
son, we had less points and were in a worse position (at this
stage of the season), and we won the league.  “We’ve got to
look to things like that, but the main thing is to get it right
tomorrow.”

David Silva is a doubt for City after going off against
Newcastle with a knee injury, but Yaya Toure is expected to
feature despite being substituted in the second half as a pre-
caution over a groin complaint. Wayne Rooney, the leading
scorer in Manchester derbies with 11 goals, has completed a
three-match suspension and is set to return to the United
attack despite reports he has sustained a foot injury. A 94th-
minute equalizer by Robin van Persie earned Louis van Gaal’s
United a morale-boosting 1-1 draw at home to Chelsea last
weekend.  United lost 4-1 and 3-0 to City last season, but victo-
ry at the Etihad would take them to within a point of the
champions.

Sakho doubtful 
After edging fourth-tier Shrewsbury Town 2-1 in the

League Cup in mid-week, Chelsea will look to return to win-
ning ways in the league when they host west London rivals
Queens Park Rangers today. Chelsea have taken 23 points
from a possible 27 to date this season, but with QPR having
recorded a timely 2-0 win at home to Aston Villa on Monday,
centre-back Gary Cahill says his side cannot afford to be com-
placent.  “We have a chance to get the right result and hope-
fully sit back and enjoy tomorrow (the Manchester derby), but
it’s never easy. You have to prepare right, rest up and make
sure we’re ready,” said the England defender.  “Last season we

struggled at times against teams people thought we were
going to beat. It’s never as easy as that.”

Second-place Southampton, four points below Chelsea,
visit Hull City today, having won 3-2 at Stoke City in the
League Cup on Wednesday. Southampton have belied expec-
tations after losing a glut of key players during the close sea-
son and manager Ronald Koeman says he is not concerned
about fatigue ahead of the trip to the KC Stadium.

“If you’re a real football player, you’d like to play every
three days,” the Dutchman told a press conference on
Thursday. “We need this schedule to develop ourselves.”
Fourth-place West Ham could be without leading scorer Diafra
Sakho for their trip to Stoke today, after he injured his shoul-
der in last weekend’s 2-1 win over City. Today’s early game
sees Newcastle host Liverpool, who remain without the
injured Daniel Sturridge.—AFP

English Premier League table ahead of the weekend’s
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

Chelsea 9 7 2 0 24 9 23
Southampton 9 6 1 2 20 5 19
Man City 9 5 2 2 19 10 17
West Ham 9 5 1 3 17 12 16
Arsenal 9 3 5 1 15 11 14
Swansea 9 4 2 3 13 10 14
Liverpool 9 4 2 3 13 12 14
Man Utd 9 3 4 2 16 13 13
Everton 9 3 3 3 19 17 12
Hull 9 2 5 2 13 13 11
Tottenham 9 3 2 4 11 13 11
Stoke 9 3 2 4 8 10 11
West Brom 9 2 4 3 12 13 10
Newcastle 9 2 4 3 10 15 10
Aston Villa 9 3 1 5 4 14 10
Crystal Palace 9 2 3 4 13 16 9
Leicester 9 2 3 4 11 15 9
Sunderland 9 1 5 3 8 17 8
QPR 9 2 1 6 8 18 7
Burnley 9 0 4 5 5 16 4

English Premier League Table

LONDON: Gary Cahill admits he feels under pres-
sure from Kurt Zouma in his battle to remain first
choice Chelsea centre-back. England defender
Cahill will resume his partnership with Chelsea
skipper John Terry when the Premier League lead-
ers face west London rivals QPR at Stamford
Bridge today. But having started alongside the 20-
year-old Zouma in the narrow midweek League
Cup victory over minnows Shrewsbury, Cahill
acknowledges the young France under-21 interna-
tional is pressing for more regular action.

“He’s a big guy; he’s strong, powerful, good
in the air and a fantastic talent. He’s a great guy
off the pitch and every time he’s been asked to
play he’s done really well,” Cahill said. “I’ve
always felt pushed since I’ve been at the club.
You never feel like the shirt is yours, there’s
always somebody either in front of you or right
behind you and that’s the way it is throughout
your career. “Kurt’s a fantastic player and a
great option for the manager to have, and
obviously Branislav Ivanovic can play centre-
back as well.” Jose Mourinho’s side stuttered
against Shrewsbury before eventually dispatching
the fourth tier team and the manager made it clear
he was underwhelmed by the performance of
some of the fringe players. Andre Schurrle and

Mohamed Salah both had a difficult time and are
unlikely to make the starting line-up against a QPR
side boosted by Monday’s victory over Aston Villa
that moved them off the foot of the Premier
League table.  Chelsea remain top but missed out
on the chance to move six points clear when
Robin van Persie’s late equalizer denied
Mourinho’s team victory over Manchester United
at Old Trafford last weekend.

Take nothing for granted
On paper, this should be the ideal game for the

Blues to return to winning ways in the league,
although Cahill insists they can take nothing for
granted.  “I thought we played well against
Manchester United but obviously there was disap-
pointment right at the end,” he said. “Today it’s
another home game to look forward to, but QPR
are coming off the back of a good result. I watched
them on Monday and they were great so yet again
it’s another tough game in the Premier League.
“We have to prepare right, rest up after the
Shrewsbury game and make sure we’re ready.”

Chelsea striker Diego Costa is back in full train-
ing and should return to the starting line-up with
Didier Drogba returning to the bench, while Cesar
Azpilicueta is again suspended. —AFP

Cahill vows to hold off
Zouma in selection battle

LONDON: Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
expects England midfielder Jack Wilshere to
miss the Gunners’ Premier League match at
home to Burnley today. Wilshere is struggling
with a knee injury that could also rule him out
of Arsenal’s Champions League match against
Anderlecht next week. But veteran French
manager Wenger had better news yesterday
regarding compatriot Olivier Giroud, whom
he said was “miles ahead of schedule” in his
recovery. 

Arsenal and France striker Giroud fractured
his foot against Everton in August but he is on
course to rejoin training next month despite
having initially been ruled out until the New
Year. “Olivier is miles ahead of schedule. He’s
doing very well,” Wenger said yesterday. “He’s
three weeks ahead of schedule and he will
join normal training after the international
break. Of course it’s a big boost.”

Arsenal have seen Mathieu Debuchy, Abou
Diaby, Yaya Sanogo, Laurent Koscielny, David
Ospina, Mesut Ozil, and Giroud to injury this
season and now Wilshere has joined that list.
However, Wenger-whose side are currently

fifth in the table, nine points behind leaders
Chelsea, expects to have Wilshere back on
duty against Swansea a week on Sunday.
“There is a slight problem with Wilshere. I
don’t think he’ll be available against Burnley,”
Wenger said. “It’s very, very short term. He got
a kick on his knee. I don’t know if Anderlecht
on Tuesday will be too early or not. He’s not
training at the moment. Certainly Swansea,
yes.”

Walcott not ready
Theo Walcott has been out since January

with a major knee problem, but Wenger said
Burnley was too soon for a first-team recall
despite the England winger having recently
played for Arsenal’s reserves. “Theo is not
ready yet. He’s been out for too long to start
the game. If I can give him some competition
I’m happy to do it,” Wenger said. “He’s eager
to play, but that is always the period when the
patience of the player is tested. “They feel
ready and want to play. Usually they realise
only much later they are not completely
ready. “I know Theo very well. —AFP

Wenger adds Wilshere 
to Arsenal’s injury list
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PITTSBURGH: Marc-Andre Fleury made 35
saves in his 30th NHL shutout, and Chris
Kunitz had two goals in a three-point game
to lift the Pittsburgh Penguins to a 3-0 vic-
tory over the Los Angeles Kings on
Thursday night. Kris Letang scored his first
goal of the season, and Evgeni Malkin
became the fifth player in team history to
register 400 assists as the Penguins used
their dominant power play and a steady
performance from Fleury to hand the
defending champion Kings just their sec-
ond regulation loss. Pittsburgh went 2 for 6
with the man advantage, including two
first-period goals that put the Kings on
their heels. Martin Jones made 20 saves for
Los Angeles, but the Kings failed to score
for the second time in 10 games this sea-
son. The Kings lost in regulation for just the
second time this season.

DEVILS 2, JETS 1, SO
Jacob Josefson scored the lone goal in

the shootout, and Cory Schneider made it
stand up as New Jersey ended its tiebreaker
frustration with a come-from-behind victo-
ry over Winnipeg. Michael Ryder forced
overtime for New Jersey, scoring the tying
goal with 3:27 left in regulation. The Devils
earned the shootout victory after losing all
13 last season and one other this season.
Josefson, the Devils’ second shootout
shooter, lifted a shot over sprawling goalie
Ondrej Pavelec. New Jersey earned its first
home victory in four games and snapped
the Jets’ two-game winning streak. Blake
Wheeler, who led the Jets with 28 goals last
season, netted his fourth of the season in
the first period.

BRUINS 3, SABRES 2, OT
Brad Marchand had two goals, including

the winner 1:20 into overtime, and Boston
earned its third straight road victory by
beating Buffalo. Drew Stafford and Tyler
Ennis each had a goal and an assist for the
Sabres, who are 0-4-1 at home this season.
Marchand added an assist on Adam
McQuaid’s goal for the Bruins. Niklas
Svedberg made 13 saves for his second win
of the season, both coming against Buffalo.
Jhonas Enroth made 34 saves for the
Sabres. Marchand’s tying goal at 14:30 of
the third period was reviewed after he redi-
rected Loui Eriksson’s shot past Enroth with
his hand.

LIGHTNING 4, FLYERS 3
Steven Stamkos had two goals and an

assist,  helping Tampa Bay beat
Philadelphia. Vladislav Namestnikov and
Jason Garrison scored the other Lightning
goals. Tampa Bay has defeated the Flyers
seven straight times at home, dating to
February 2011. Wayne Simmonds, Jakub
Voracek and Michael Raffl netted goals for
the Flyers, who had won three in a row.
After Stamkos gave Tampa Bay a 3-1 lead
with his eighth goal this season from the
left circle at 5:30 of the third, Voracek’s in-
close shot made it a one-goal game again
68 seconds later. Garrison made it 4-2,
snapping his 28-game goal drought, on the
power play with 3:12 to play.  Raffl cut the
Flyers’  deficit back to one in the final
minute. Stamkos had put the Lightning
ahead 2-1 during a power play with 45.7
seconds remaining in the second period.

PANTHERS 2, COYOTES 1
Scottie Upshall scored 10:56 into the

third period, Roberto Luongo made 32
saves in front of another small crowd, and
Florida edged Arizona. The announced
crowd was 7,691, just 380 more than the
franchise-record low of 7,311 that watched
the Panthers play Ottawa on Oct 13th.
Brandon Pirri tied it for Florida at 5:37 of the
second period with a power-play goal. Jussi
Jokinen and Erik Gudbranson had the
assists. Coyotes goalie Mike Smith stopped
24 shots. Martin Hanzal gave Arizona a 1-0
lead with 2:33 left in the first period during
a power play off assists from Oliver Ekman-
Larsson and Keith Yandle.

BLACKHAWKS 5, SENATORS 4, SO
Marian Hossa had a goal and an assist in

Chicago’s shootout win over Ottawa, reach-
ing two milestones in the city in which he
started his NHL career back in 1997. Patrick
Sharp scored the only goal of the shootout.
Jonathan Toews scored twice for Chicago
(6-3-1), and Kris Versteeg added a goal.
Scott Darling turned aside 28 shots for the
win. Mark Stone, Clarke MacArthur, Bobby
Ryan and Mika Zibanejad had goals for
Ottawa (5-2-2). Craig Anderson made 35
saves. Hossa’s goal at 13:50 of the third
period was his second of the season and his
1,000th career point. It came in his 1,100th
NHL game. The goal was one of four in a
third-period outburst between the teams
that entered the frame tied 2-2.

BLUES 2, DUCKS 0
Alexander Steen and Ryan Reaves scored,

and Jake Allen stopped 24 shots in his sec-
ond NHL shutout, leading St Louis over
Anaheim. The Blues (5-3-1) won their third
consecutive game despite playing without
four of their top nine forwards. David Backes
and T.J. Oshie sat out because of concus-
sions, Paul Stastny was sidelined by a shoul-
der injury, and Joakim Lindstrom missed the
game due to an illness. The Ducks (8-3)
played the second game of a four-game, six-
day trip. Anaheim had won four straight
against the Blues, including a 3-0 home vic-
tory on Oct 19. Steen tipped in a long shot
from Carl Gunnarsson for his second of the
season 4:29 in. Reaves made it 2-0 with his
second at 2:03 of the third. It was the second
goal in three games for Reaves, a fourth-line
enforcer, and his 13th in 203 career NHL
games. Allen (2-1) posted his first shutout
since March 14, 2013.

WILD 4, SHARKS 3, SO
Mikko Koivu and Jason Pominville scored

in the shootout to lift Minnesota over San
Jose. Kyle Brodziak scored twice in the third
period, and Koivu had a goal in the second
for Minnesota, which for the second straight
game overcame a 3-1, third-period deficit to
win. The Wild rallied to win 4-3 Tuesday at
Boston, one night after allowing five third-
period goals in a 5-4 road loss to the New
York Rangers. Joe Thornton, Tommy Wingels
and Mirco Mueller scored for the Sharks.

Antti Niemi made a career-high 43 saves.

AVALANCHE 5, ISLANDERS 0
Nathan MacKinnon scored his first two

goals of the season and Semyon Varlamov
stopped 40 shots for his 14th NHL shutout,
lifting Colorado over the New York Islanders.
MacKinnon, the 19-year-old reigning rookie
of the year, netted both of his goals in the
second period, one on a power play. He later
tipped a shot past goalie Chad Johnson.
Cody McLeod and Marc-Andre Cliche also
scored their first goals of the season. Erik
Johnson added another in the third period.
Varlamov was sharp against the Islanders,
one of the NHL’s highest scoring teams. It
was his first shutout since April 5 at St Louis.
The Avalanche took command with a three-
goal second period. The Islanders struggled
on the power play, going 0-for-6.

CANUCKS 3, CANADIENS 2, OT
Daniel Sedin scored a power-play goal

2:45 into overtime, off an assist from twin
brother Henrik, and Vancouver bounced
back from a blown lead to beat Montreal.
Daniel took a feed from Henrik off the rush
and scored against Carey Price for his third
goal of the season after the Canucks squan-
dered a 2-0 lead in the third period. Nick
Bonino and Brad Richardson scored for
Vancouver (7-3). Ryan Miller made 28 saves.
Alex Galchenyuk and Max Pacioretty had
goals for Montreal (8-2-1), and Price stopped
22 shots.—AP 

Kunitz powers Penguins over Kings

FLORIDA: Scottie Upshall #19 of the Florida Panthers scores the go ahead goal during a game against the Arizona Coyotes at BB&T
Center. — AFP 



S P O R T S
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2014

AUSTIN: Sauber principal Monisha
Kaltenborn has urged Formula One’s deci-
sion makers to act in the sport’s best inter-
ests and tackle a looming crisis after two
teams went into administration in the
space of a week. Speaking after the gov-
erning FIA said the predicament of
Marussia and Caterham showed the need
for cost-cutting measures, Kaltenborn said
she was ‘beyond frustration’ with how the
situation had developed.

“It’s one thing to just talk about this ter-
rible scenario that some teams are not
going to be there but for the sport and the
people responsible for the sport to have let
it come that far is extremely disturbing,”
she told reporters at the US Grand Prix on
Thursday. “Some stakeholders and people
are just not willing to understand where
the problem lies,” added the Indian-born
principal, whose own Swiss-based team is
facing considerable financial challenges.

“What we really need to look at, and we
as a team have been saying for so long, is
you have to get the figures right in the
sport. I think it’s a real shame that we have
turnovers of billions of dollars and as a
sport, as a community, we are not capable
of making sure that 11 teams survive.”
Formula One has annual turnover in excess
of $1.5 billion but more than half that goes
to the commercial rights holder, with pri-
vate equity group CVC the largest share-
holder. The teams share some 47.5 percent
but only the top 10 get a share of the prize
money and payments are based on per-
formance and vary considerably.

Economic balance
Former FIA president Max Mosley

warned this week that more teams could
go bust unless the revenues were shared
more equally to ensure all could compete.
The FIA issued a statement on Thursday

questioning the “economic balance” of the
championship and pointing out that it had
warned repeatedly of the need to cut
costs. Caterham and Marussia, both tail-
end teams, are absent from this weekend’s
race in Austin and in danger of folding
completely due to considerable debts.

That leaves just nine teams and 18 cars,
the lowest at a race weekend since 2005.
The FIA announced last year that it wanted
to introduce a cost cap in 2015, but in April
the governing body’s president Jean Todt
said the plan had been scrapped because
the leading six teams, who form part of the
decision-making F1 strategy group, were
opposed. 

Todt said then that the governing body
could not impose a cost cap and measures
would have to be introduced instead
through the sporting regulations.
Commercial supremo Bernie Ecclestone
has given both teams dispensation to miss

races while they try to find buyers. The
Brazilian Grand Prix is the weekend after
Austin, with Abu Dhabi the final race later
in November.

Teams that miss races are, however, in
breach of contractual obligations to com-
pete in the entire championship and also
forfeit prize money payments. The FIA said
stewards had decided that both teams
were in breach of the regulations but had
decided not to impose any penalties due
to their financial circumstances. Germany’s
Nico Rosberg, who is challenging
Mercedes team mate and championship
leader Lewis Hamilton for the title, said the
human aspect of the crisis must not be
ignored. “It’s a very negative impact, main-
ly for the people who are working at
Caterham and Marussia. That is the most
important part of all this, for their families
and everybody that’s tough.  That’s the
worst part.”— Reuters

Formula One urged to cut costs as teams fail

NEW ORLEANS: The New Orleans
Saints cracked open a scrappy game
late in the first half to forge to a 28-10
win over the Carolina Panthers on
Thursday, wrestling top spot in the
NFC South from their opponents in the
process. Running back Mark Ingram
claimed two touchdowns and 100
yards in the win for New Orleans while
quarterback Drew Brees added 297
yards passing and a touchdown. He
also ran for a score. With both sides
failing to fire offensively for the open-
ing 26 minutes, two Saints touch-
downs in the last three minutes of the
first half produced the gap needed to
secure the win over their divisional
opponents.

New Orleans improved to 4-4 on
the season, snapping a seven-game
road losing streak, to push ahead of
the 3-5-1 Panthers. After the Panthers
had failed to get points out of two
forced turnovers and the Saints had
also squandered a chance after a Cam
Newton interception the stalemate
was broken after Junior Galette sacked
Newton near his own endzone that
allowed the Saints to set up Ingram for
a three-yard touchdown run.

With time running out in the first
half Brees marched the Saints 85 yards,
capped off by a Jimmy Graham one-
yard reception touchdown with three
seconds left in the first half for a 14-0
lead. “The biggest thing was early
adversity and just overcoming that
and knowing we had to battle back
and find a way to get points,” Brees
told reporters. “The defense came up
with a big turnover for us to get the
first seven in and the two-minute drive
at the end of the half was huge from a
momentum standpoint and then we
just preached finish.

“We had to come out and feel like
we won the second half and I feel like
we did that. Defensively when they
needed to step up they did and offen-

sively when we needed to respond we
did so it was a great team effort.” The
home side had sparked hope of a
comeback by getting an early Newton
rushing touchdown in the third quar-
ter but Brees jumped over the pack
from one-yard with four minutes to go
in the period to restore the 14-point

lead. A potential Carolina touchdown
to Brandon Williams was overturned
early in the fourth quarter and while
the Panthers slotted a field goal they
never truly threatened again and were
put out of their misery with Ingram’s
second touchdown with just over five
minutes left. — Reuters

Saints thump Panthers 
to take divisional lead

Defensive pressure helps Saints crack Panthers

CHARLOTTE: Carolina Panthers’ DeAngelo Williams (center) is tackled by New
Orleans Saints’ Junior Galette (bottom) and Curtis Lofton (top) in the first half
of an NFL football game in Charlotte, NC. — AP 

Knicks ruin LeBron’s
homecoming

CLEVELAND: LeBron James struggled from the start in his first
game with Cleveland in four years, and the New York Knicks
ruined the megastar’s emotional homecoming with a 95-90 vic-
tory over the Cavaliers on Thursday night. James, who returned
to the Cavs and his native Ohio this summer after winning two
NBA titles in Miami, finished with 17 points on 5-of-15 shooting.
He also committed eight turnovers and never looked comfort-
able on a night when the entire city - and a star-studded crowd -
celebrated his comeback. Carmelo Anthony scored 25 points and
buried a jumper with James in his face with 25 seconds left to
give the Knicks a 92-87 lead. Kyrie Irving scored 22 and Kevin
Love added 19 points and 14 rebounds for the Cavs, who have
some work to before they can start thinking about any titles.

CLIPPERS 93, THUNDER 90
Blake Griffin scored 23 points, making two free throws with

five seconds left, Chris Paul added 22 to help the Clippers beat
Oklahoma City in their season opener to usher in a new era under
owner Steve Ballmer. Los Angeles hardly resembled its new ad
campaign of “Be Relentless” early on, when the Thunder scored
the game’s first eight points as Ballmer cupped his hands and
yelled to his team from his baseline seat near their bench. He
paid a record $2 billion to buy the team after 33-year owner
Donald Sterling was banned for life by the NBA for racist remarks.
The Thunder sent the Clippers packing in the second round of
the playoffs last spring, shortly after the Sterling scandal erupted.
Already without injured Kevin Durant, the Thunder lost Russell
Westbrook to a hand injury in the second quarter. Perry Jones
scored a career-high 32 points, making 9 of 11 free throws. The
Thunder are 0-2, having dropped their opener a night earlier at
Portland.

MAVERICKS 120, JAZZ 102
Dirk Nowitzki scored 21 points and Dallas celebrated the

return of two key pieces from the franchise’s only championship
team in a home-opening victory over Utah.  Tyson Chandler, the
center and emotional leader when Dallas beat Miami for the title
three years ago, had 13 points and six rebounds in his first home
game since leaving in free agency not long after celebrating the
crown. JJ Barea, the diminutive guard and 2011 NBA Finals spark
who was re-acquired a day earlier, got a standing ovation when
he came off the bench late in the first quarter. He had four points.
Derrick Favors had 17 points and 11 rebounds for the Jazz, who
fell behind by 30 points in the first half of a tough back-to-back
after an opening loss to Houston at home.

WIZARDS 105, MAGIC 98
John Wall had 30 points and 12 assists, helping Washington

hold off a late surge to beat Orlando. Marcin Gortat added 20
points and 12 rebounds. All five starters scored in double figures
as Washington earned its fifth straight victory over its division
rival.  The Magic trailed by three at the half, only to be outscored
28-15 in the third quarter. Orlando recovered in the fourth and
rallied to trim what had been a 17-point Washington lead to two
with less than a minute to play. But Wall got free for a driving
layup to help preserve the victory.  —AP
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BOSTON: This file picture dated April 21, 2014 shows Rita Jeptoo of Kenya crossing the finish line to win the Women’s Elite division of the 118th Boston Marathon. —AFP

NAIROBI: The world’s top female marathon
runner, Kenya’s Rita Jeptoo, has tested posi-
tive for the banned blood-boosting drug EPO
during an out-of-competition doping control,
Kenya’s athletics governing body told AFP
yesterday. The revelation is likely to be met
with shock and disbelief in Kenya, whose dis-
tance runners are a major source of national
pride. Jeptoo, a three-times winner of the
Boston marathon and a two-time champion
in Chicago, is also the biggest name in Kenyan
athletics ever to have been tested positive.

World Marathon Majors (WMM) organisers
also said they were postponing the awarding
of this year’s $500,000 prize to 33-year-old
Jeptoo. She had been due to attend the New
York marathon on Sunday to collect the prize,
the biggest payout in distance running.
Athletics Kenya’s vice president, Jackson
Tuwei, said the International Association of

Athletics Federations (IAAF) had revealed a
positive ‘A’ sample test for the blood-boost-
ing drug Erythropoietin (EPO) — which can
massively boost endurance and, crucially,
recovery times during high-volume marathon
training.

“After we received the letter from the IAAF,
we summoned Rita Jeptoo for a meeting in
Nairobi. She denied having taken any drugs,”
Tuwei told AFP. “We cannot condemn her.
She has a right to contest it” and request that
the ‘B’ sample also be tested, he added. 

A separate statement from Athletics
Kenya, which in recent years has been
accused of failing to take sufficient action
against drug cheats, also said it was “disap-
pointed” by the finding. Jeptoo could not be
reached for comment, but was quoted in
Kenyan media as saying allegations that she
cheated were “lies”. Jeptoo is currently the

world’s top female marathon runner, having
won the Chicago marathon twice and Boston
three times, including in 2013 when she set
the course record of 2hr 18min 57sec - the
eighth-best female marathon time of all time.
Her last win, in Chicago in October, came
weeks after the urine test was carried out -
and secured her overall win of the WMM
series, which includes marathons in Berlin,
Boston, Chicago, London, New York and
Tokyo.

She had been due to receive her WMM
prize for the 2013-2014 series in New York
tomorrow, but organisers said the ceremony
had been delayed after the RunBlogRun web-
site broke the news of the positive test.
“World Marathon Majors is disappointed to
learn that Rita Jeptoo has apparently had an
A test that proved positive for a banned sub-
stance under IAAF rules,” a WMM statement

said. “World Marathon Majors has been at the
forefront of the fight against doping in our
sport and has a rule that no athlete can win
the World Marathon Majors Series title, who
has been in breach of IAAF anti-doping
rules,” it added. “At present there has been
no decision in this case by the IAAF, including
in relation to sanctions, and as a result... it has
been decided to postpone the WMM Awards
Ceremony.”

Kenya has been under pressure from the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) to take
action over doping after 17 of its athletes
tested positive between Jan 2012 and June
2013. But a report from an independent task-
force released this year did not uncover any
evidence of the use of the drugs among top
athletes, and insisted that “the few reported
cases were aided and abetted by professional
doctors, managers and agents”. —AFP 

Jeptoo fails doping test
Top Kenyan marathon star tests positive for EPO




