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Hosting its Chaine des Rotisseurs dinner, Marina Hotel
Kuwait presented a uniquely-themed Hungarian gala
dinner at the Atlantis restaurant. The annual event

brought together professional members who appreciate and
share a mutual interest in cuisine, and fine dining. The dinner
was held in the presence of a number of dignitaries including
the Ambassadors of Hungary, Cuba, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Greece, Japan and Germany.

La Chaine des Rotisseurs is the oldest and most prestigious
international gastronomic society, devoted to the promotion
of fine dining as well as the camaraderie and pleasures of the
table. Nabil Hammoud, General Manager of the hotel, wel-
comed the Chaine members and dignitaries. The evening
commenced with an authentic menu consisting of flavorsome
delicacies.

Thanking the Chaine des Rotisseurs, Hammoud said, “It is

indeed an honour once again to host the Chaine des
Rotisseurs at Marina Hotel, as we see in this event a valuable
opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences with partners
in the field. Marina Hotel specializes in providing outstanding
service for every occasion and we very much look forward to
welcoming our esteemed guests year after year.”

This year, Marina Hotel adopted the Hungarian theme
for  the f i rst  t ime in  Kuwait ,  where the Chaine des

Rotisseurs members were treated to an epicurean adven-
ture where Executive Sous Chef and his talented culinary
team pushed boundaries to entice and satiate the Chaine
members and their guests with their culinary master-
pieces. Chaine des Rotisseurs is one of the world’s oldest
gastronomic societies which is organized regularly to
strengthen the relationship among all prestigious mem-
bers in the region.

Marina Hotel Kuwait hosts gala dinner for Chaine des Rotisseurs 

In preparation for the new academic year
2014-2015, the AUK library has received
a number of visits this semester from

high schools students, aiming to explore
the different facilities and services the
Library offers to learners. Students from the
American International School, American
Creativity Academy, Future Bilingual School

and the American Academy for Girls were
among those who visited AUK in guided
campus tours coordinated collaboratively
by the AUK library and the Office of
Admissions. 

The visitor groups were received by
Library Director, Asma Al-Kanan and
Director of Admissions, Maher Dabouseh.
The campus and Library tours included ori-
entation sessions by AUK Reference
Librarian, Zainab Al-Attabi, who provided
demos introducing to the students the
online resources and tools needed to con-
duct database searches, find academic
materials, and support their essays with
resources. Throughout the sessions stu-
dents learnt new techniques on how the
library can contribute to their academic life
by facilitating information quests and
knowledge acquisition.  

“Many of the senior students have found
the tour and research demonstration very
informative and helpful,” Shannon Rooney,
American Academy for Girls School
Librarian “The university’s main library is a
refuge and a place they can seek for assis-
tance with their academic research,” she
added. “What was most impressive was the
graciousness, kindness and warm reception
from the AUK staff”. 

The American University of Kuwait (AUK)
is an independent, private, equal opportu-
nity, and co-educational liberal arts institu-
tion of higher education. The educational,
cultural and administrative structure, meth-
ods and standards of AUK are based on the
American model of higher learning. The
language of instruction is English. 

AUK library opens doors

to high school students 

In a reception held last week at the AUK auditori-
um, the Electrical and Computer Engineering
Department at AUK announced the kick-off of

the AUK-IEEE ( The Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers) student branch. The evening
also featured the launch of the Electrical and
Computer Engineering Seminar Series 2014
(ECESS’14) held under the theme of Triple-Es:
Energy, Ecology, and the Environment. The event
was attended the AUK President, Deans of
Colleges, AUK faculty, staff and students, as well as
selected industry invitees.  Keynote speech and
presentation were given by Professor Farid B
Chaaban, Chair of the Electrical Engineering
Department at the American University of Beirut
(AUB). 

The AUK-IEEE student branch is the second
branch in Kuwait; it received its international affilia-
tion on the 11th of March, 2014. “It is an added val-
ue to the academic and extra-curricular portfolio of
our engineering students,” said Dr Issam Damaj,
Chair of the Electrical and Computer Engineering
Department, during his opening speech. “It is a
high outpost for an effective recognition on the
national and international levels, and a high out-
post for a constructive community engagement,”
he added. 

Kholod Al-Shmary, the first Chair of the AUK-
IEEE student branch felt that before the establish-
ment of the branch, there was no outlet for engi-
neering students to “meet, share ideas, provide
support, or solve problems.” With the AUK IEEE stu-
dent branch, “students will have the opportunity to
meet and learn from their fellow students, as well
as faculty members and professionals in the field.”

Similar to its correspondent branches world-
wide, the IEEE student branch at AUK is expected
to offer a range of activities and advantages to stu-
dents, including the IEEE membership, project
exhibitions, meetings, training, and field trips.
Through AUK-IEEE student branch, students can
participate in regional conferences, workshops,
and competitions as IEEE members. Professor
Chaaban provided an overview of the IEEE student
branch at AUB, emphasizing that its activities

extend beyond engineering students to incorpo-
rate the whole student body and the wider local
community. 

Flowing from his talk about community
engagement and social responsibility, the keynote
speaker gave a presentation (A Century of Energy
Conversion, Prospects for the 21st Century) reflect-
ing the rising concerns of scientists and engineers
about the impacts of energy systems on the envi-
ronment. According to Professor Chaaban,
throughout the 20th century, energy industries
have been giving attention to the ‘economic’ factor
of any operation, “the main objective was to
achieve the most economically feasible operation”.
However, with the rising environmental concerts,
“the environmental (ecological) factor has been
added into this process and hence scientists and
engineers are currently becoming more concerned

with the 3 E’s: Energy, Economy, and Ecology,” said
Professor Chaaban.    

Following the keynote speech, the IEEE student
branch presented the ECE seminar series as its
inaugural educational activity this semester.
Introduced by the master of ceremonies, Dr
Mohamed Al-Abd, the first talk discussed e-
Mobility in Kuwait and was presented by Dr Detlef
Hummes, Assistant Professor of Electrical
Engineering at AUK.  E-mobility (or electro mobili-

ty) is the concept of using the-state-of-art electro-
vehicles to address environmental and economic
concerns. According to Dr Hummes, “sustainability
is becoming a main goal in Kuwait, the region, and
the world. With the advancement in e-mobility, the
Kuwaiti society can play a pioneering role in the
region if adopted such a growing technology.” The
talk investigated the impact of e-mobility on the
Kuwaiti environment and economy, as well as its
electrical infrastructure. It addressed issues, such
as, expansions of current infrastructure to include
quick charging stations and the national economic
benefits of introducing e-mobility solutions.

The aim of the ECE seminar was to help stu-
dents understand engineering ethical and profes-
sional responsibility, to understand the impact of
engineering solutions in economic, environmental,
and societal contexts, and to gain knowledge of

contemporary issues surrounding the practice.
Other anticipated events of the IEEE student
branch include the Electrical and Computer
Engineering Exhibition coming up in December
2014, the Student Professional IEEE Awareness
Conference, and the establishment of a Student
Branch Library for IEEE publications at AUK. The
branch also plans to continue co-organizing the
annual ECE seminar series.

AUK announces establishment 

of AUK-IEEE student branch

Keynote speaker, Professor Farid B
Chaaban, Chair of the Electrical
Engineering Department 

Group photo featuring AUK management, faculty, students, and guests. 

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Dr Rawda Awwad presents
certificate of appreciation to the keynote speaker. 

Professor Farid Chaaban with AUK President, Professor Dr Nizar
Hamzeh.

The Embassy of Ukraine in the State of
Kuwait would like to inform that the
external polling station No 900046 of the

Presidential elections was created in the
Embassy’s premises at the following address:

Hawalli, Jabriya, bl.10, str. 6, build. 5. 
The working hours of the polling station:

Sunday-Thursday, from 15.00 to 17.00 pm.
Today the working hours of the polling station
from 8.00 am to 20.00 pm. Citizens of Ukraine

are kindly advised to refer to the Embassy’s
website to check their data in the Electoral
Register as well as to pick up their personal
invitation from the polling station if they did
not receive this document by post.


