
In an official ceremony held on May 8, 2014, the
President of American University of Kuwait (AUK),
Professor Dr Nizar Hamzeh, officially announced

the inauguration of AUK’s first research and develop-
ment center f in informatics, sciences and engineer-
ing (RISE).  The event, which took place at the AUK
Auditorium, featured remarks by the event honoree
and keynote speaker, Professor Dr Adnan Shihab-
Eldin, General Director of the Kuwait Foundation for
the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS).

The event started with opening remarks by
President Hamzeh who officially announced the
inauguration of RISE, emphasizing that “The new
center reflects our goal and commitment to excel-
lence in research. I am confident that the center will
lead our future research efforts in the area of infor-
matics, sciences, technology and engineering into
the future.” Professor Dr. Shihab-Eldin acknowledged
AUK for taking forward such a project which he said
will be another step towards the advancement of sci-
entific research within Kuwait and the Arab World at
large.  He specifically emphasized the importance of
establishing research centers within private universi-

ties, which will support national research and devel-
opment efforts. Dr Rawda Awwad, Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at AUK, pointed out that
“RISE strategically supports the values that guide
AUK in areas of research and scholarship, and pro-
vides an important venue that enables both faculty
and students to partake in an essential ingredient
that informs progress and positive change, namely
the production of knowledge-the hallmark of the lib-
eral arts.”

Situated within the lively Salmiya campus of
Kuwait’s first liberal arts institute, RISE will serve as
the University’s primary source for research and
development in the various areas of sciences and
technology.”The center holds unique opportunities
for multidisciplinary research in Kuwait,” said Dr. Amir
Zeid, RISE Director and Associate Professor of
Computer Science and Information Systems. “In the
early Golden Age of this region, our strength lied in
the multidisciplinary knowledge of our scientists.
Today, with its strong commitment to liberal arts,
RISE aims to revive the old trends.”

RISE is a collaborative effort between the different

AUK science and engineering departments.  It adapts
an integrative model by forging connections
between academic disciplines, local and internation-
al innovators, academia and industry, as well as tech-
nology and society.   The main objectives of RISE
include: Expanding the innovative research and
development environment within Kuwait, hosting
collaborative research  and development projects
with selected local industries, establishing research
collaboration and joint research projects with world-
class institutes, hosting scholars and initiating origi-
nal research projects of international interest and
organizing international conferences and workshops.

The inauguration event, which took place at AUK,
saw a significant number of attendees who included
AUK faculty and staff members, AUK students and
alumni, as well as selected invitees from the business
sector.   The American University of Kuwait (AUK) is an
independent, private, equal opportunity, and co-
educational liberal arts institution of higher educa-
tion. The educational, cultural and administrative
structure, methods and standards of AUK are based
on the American model of higher learning.

AUK inaugurates first centre for RISE
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Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa,
Kuwait’s idyllic resort, is delighted to
have won its first industry award after

being voted ‘Kuwait’s Leading Business
Hotel’ for 2014 at the prestigious 2014

World Travel Awards (WTA). The award,
which was presented at the WTA’s Middle
East Gala Ceremony in Dubai, coincides
with the hotel’s first anniversary.

“We are proud and delighted to have

been voted as the Leading Business Hotel
in Kuwait,” said newly appointed General
Manager Hakan Petek. “Such recognition is
truly reflective of the luxury hotel brand’s
consistency in delivering service excellence
to all our guests. This achievement would
not have been made possible without the
tireless efforts of the hotel’s hardworking
colleagues.   I wish to thank and congratu-
late them for a job very well done.”

Apart from its 407 elegantly appointed
guest rooms that include 316 rooms and
suites, 79 residential suites and 12 private
and luxurious villas, there is an impressive
selection of six restaurants, cafÈs and
lounges. Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel &
Spa also offers conference and banquet
facilities that make it a perfect venue for
meetings and events. 

Its centerpiece, the ‘Badriah’, is the
largest ballroom in Kuwait and is comple-
mented by Al Reef, a hidden haven, ideal
for VIP events, board meetings, small social
events and cocktail receptions. The hotel
also has two meeting halls, the Messilah
ballrooms one and two, which can flexibly
provide five break-out rooms for meetings
and exhibitions. Furthermore, Dewan, com-
prises five break-out rooms for board meet-
ings and social events. 

A complete destination for business and
leisure travellers in Kuwait, the luxurious
beachfront development offers the most
sought after Talise Spa, the Sinbad’s Kids
Club and the Scene Teens Club, floodlit ten-
nis court, two swimming pools and 200
meters of private beach, providing guests
of all ages with fun activities. 

General Manager Hakan Petek IDAK (Indian Dentist Alliance Kuwait -  affiliat-
ed to Kuwait Dental Association) held a foot-
ball and dodge ball tournament for its mem-

bers on May 2 at the Arabic school Grounds
opposite SIMS school Salmiya. The event was
organized by IDAK Sports Committee and spon-
sored by Ashraf & Co. The four teams for the
football tournament were FJAS Germans, Private
Oranje, Poly Spain, and ABG Italians, led by Dr

Rino, Dr Bobby, Dr Abraham  and Dr Anil respec-
tively. The teams played  seven a side, league for-
mat. At the end of the league FJAS and Private
were undefeated with private topping the
league with stellar performance by their star
player Jaal James.

The finals saw the defending champions pri-
vate Oranje humbled by FJAS with their captain
Dr Rino leading from the front and scoring the

lone winning goal. The best player of the tourna-
ment was  awarded to Joshua Anil Philip. The
IDAK  ladies were in action for the dodge ball,
played between the  Ballistic Ballerinas led by
Regina Thomas and Dodging Divas led by Anju
Manoj Koshy. The match was won by the Divas.
The winning trophy was presented by Rajesh
Varkey  from Ashraf & Co. IDAK thanks all its
members for making the event a big success. 

IDAK hosts football tournament
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Luxury hotel receives ‘Kuwait’s

Leading Business Hotel 2014’ award

MEGlobal CEO and management team
recently visited Kuwait to attend a full-
day session of presentations given by

business administration majors and MBA candi-
dates at the Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST), as part of the university’s
annual Case Writing Competition. In their pre-
sentations, students gave solutions to real-
world challenges and opportunities facing
MEGlobal, defended their presented strategies,
and best-performing students were awarded by
the company’s management. 

The awards were presented by President
and CEO of MEGlobal, Dr Ramesh
Ramachandran, and CEO of Petrochemical
Industries Company, Kuwait, Asaad Al-Saad.
MEGlobal is a world leader in manufacturing
and marketing ethylene glycol (EG) products.
Established in July 2004, the company is a joint
venture between Petrochemical Industries
Company of Kuwait and The Dow Chemical
Company.  MEGlobal President and CEO, Dr
Ramesh Ramachandran, said: “This is the sec-
ond year in-a-row that we sponsored this com-
petition by offering our company as a live
example for students to build their strategies
and case studies. Every year, students impress
us with their detailed analysis and presentation
of the cases, as well as by the solutions they pro-
pose. On behalf of our management team, I
would like to congratulate each student on
their hard work and great presentation today,
and I wish them best of luck in pursuing their
careers.” Today’s session was the highlight of the
2014 Case Writing Competition for GUST
Business Administration students and MBA can-
didates. In January, students were presented
with real-world challenges and opportunities
based on some MEGlobal experiences in the

globe. The company used their experience to
create these cases to test the ability of students
to analyze problems that do not have one right
answer and students were asked to investigate
and recommend courses of actions. To deliver
their case study, the students had to execute
their own investigative case work by interview-
ing MEGlobal management, staff, and third par-
ty experts.

The real-world challenges posed to students
included determining whether the company
should end its relationship with a loyal cus-
tomer whose payments are not insured, or find
other alternatives to cover the uninsured pay-
ments, and how to deal with a senior employee
if he violates the company’s Code of Business
Conduct. GUST Business Administration
Professor, Dr John Hayes, said: “Students partici-
pating in the case study competition were giv-
en different challenges to tackle in different
business scenarios, which they might be in
when they join the workforce. These case stud-
ies give the students an opportunity to apply
what they have learned in their academic cours-
es, and help them better understand what hap-
pens in the business environment.” 

Today’s event saw six semi-finalist teams
present their cases related to Finance, Sales and
Marketing, and Ethics, to the judges. Dr John
Hayes said: “It’s a great opportunity for GUST
students to work on such real life corporate
challenges. These are the challenges we aspire
to train them to tackle while empowering them
with the appropriate skills they must possess in
the real world.” MEGlobal is rewarding the first
place winning team with $10,000 in addition to
a weekend trip to Dubai, the second place win-
ning team with $5,000, the third place winning
team with $2,500.

MEGlobal CEO awards
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Al-Najat Middle School for Boys Hawally organized an academic forum which discussed ways to reach an improved educational
level. The event was attended by Dr Yousuf Al-Sanad, General Director for Educational Affairs at Al-Najat Schools, Ismail Al-
Failakawi, head of the educational affairs committee, as well as assistants Khalid Al-Ghaber and Abdulelah Hejazi. The forum was
supervised by mathematics teacher Anas Abdullah and science teacher Hussam Salahuddine.

Kuwait National English School in
Hawally is a member of the UNESCO
Associated Schools and is fully

accredited by the Council of International
Schools (CIS), the New England Association
of Schools & Colleges (NEASC), The British
Schools in the Middle East (BSME) and with
the British Schools Overseas (BSO) which we
are expecting the successful report as men-
tion by the inspection team. One of our aims
is to give the opportunity to the most able
and dedicated students regardless of their
financial means.  In this connection, every
year Kuwait National English School offers
the Omar Al-Gharabally Scholarship to the
best and brightest students. The Scholarship
is in the memory of Omar Al-Gharabally, the
son of Madame Chantal Al-Gharabally, the
School Director, who was killed by a criminal
driver a few years ago. As Omar would have
said: “to be educated doesn’t mean only
knowledge but to be able to demonstrate
the intelligence of the mind and also the
intelligence of the heart”.

All of the previous holders of this scholar-

ship are now studying in universities around
the world and many have successfully
joined the work force. This year’s scholarship
took place on Saturday, March 14, 2014.
Applicants from schools across Kuwait sat
the examination in a variety of subjects in
the hope of gaining a place. The Omar Al-
Gharabally Scholarship is awarded every
year to students of exceptionally high aca-
demic ability. 

The Holders for the Prestigious Omar Al-
Gharabally Scholarship for the Academic
Year 2014 - 2015 are: Mariam El Safty, Halvor
Tonsberg, Yousef  Waleed Galaf, Pamela
Nassar, Abdelrahman El Safty, Malak
Chamkha, Yousef M. Mekawy, Omar M O
Burghul, Raghda Ashraf Zaher, Adam
Tonsberg, Louzan Al-Laham, Qassim Ali,
Kenan Al-Alaham, Zeinab A Chamkha and
Farah Abu Shanab. We would like to thank
all applicants for participating and we look
forward to the successful candidates making
a positive contribution to the future of
Kuwait National English School and reach-
ing their full potential.
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