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Man City 37 26 5 6 100 37 83 
Liverpool 37 25 6 6 99 49 81 
Chelsea 37 24 7 6 69 26 79 
Arsenal 37 23 7 7 66 41 76
Everton 37 20 9 8 59 39 69
Spurs 37 20 6 11 52 51 66 
Man Utd 37 19 6 12 63 42 63 
Southampton 37 15 10 12 53 45 55 
Newcastle 37 15 4 18 42 57 49 
Stoke 37 12 11 14 43 51 47 
Crystal 37 13 5 19 31 46 44 
West Ham 37 11 7 19 40 49 40 
Swansea 37 10 9 18 51 53 39 
Sunderland 37 10 8 19 40 57 38 
Aston Villa 37 10 8 19 39 58 38 
Hull 37 10 7 20 38 51 37 
West Brom 37 7 15 15 42 57 36 
Norwich 37 8 9 20 28 60 33 
Fulham 37 9 4 24 38 83 31 

— relegated 
Cardiff 37 7 9 21 31 72 30 

— relegated
Note: Top four teams qualify for next season’s Champions
League; fifth-place team qualifies for Europa League; bottom
three teams relegated to Championship.

English Premier League table

LONDON: English Premier League table ahead of yester-
day’s matches, the last day of the 2013/2014 season
(played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

PARIS: Lille will hope to extend Paris
Saint-Germain’s recent run of poor form
and beat the newly-crowned champi-
ons to clinch a potentially lucrative prize
of their own this weekend. The northern
side have been in the top three in Ligue
1 since the start of October but need a
win at home to the capital club to make
sure of a podium finish and seal qualifi-
cation for next season’s Champions
League. The gap down to Saint-Etienne
in fourth is five points, but a Lille slip-up
coupled with a win for Les Verts away to
Nantes will take the battle for France’s
last Champions League spot down to
the final round of games. Nevertheless,
while PSG have reigned supreme over
French football this season, they have
gone off the boil since being knocked
out of the Champions League by
Chelsea last month and have taken just
four points from their last four games.

On Wednesday, they were con-
firmed as champions just before going
down to a 2-1 defeat at home to Rennes,
while Lille are France’s form team at the
moment, on a run of 13 games without
defeat. “I don’t know what frame of
mind PSG will be in on Saturday,” admit-
ted Lille coach Rene Girard. “Will Laurent
Blanc rotate his squad? Is it a good or a

bad thing that they have already won
the title? Maybe some players will
already be thinking about the World
Cup. “But they remain a squad full of
great players, so we must just worry
about ourselves and take the points we
need to be sure of taking third place.”

PSG eye points record
PSG coach Blanc, who on Thursday

extended his contract by an extra year
through to 2016, has refused to criticise
his team for their poor performances in
recent weeks but has urged them to go
on and set a new record for the most
points in a Ligue 1 season. With two
games to go, Paris are only one point
away from equalling Lyon’s all-time
record tally of 84, set in 2006, and Blanc
said: “I think this team deserves to be in

the record books, but to do that we will
need to get points against Lille and
Montpellier.” Saint-Etienne are guaran-
teed Europa League football next season
but two wins from their last two games
would see them snatch a Champions
League place if Lille took no more than
one point themselves. However, Saint-
Etienne coach Christophe Galtier is more
interested in making sure that his side

finish above great rivals Lyon, something
Les Verts have not achieved since 1993.
“Lille haven’t collapsed so far and I don’t
see why it would happen now,” said
Galtier ahead of the visit to mid-table
Nantes. “I only want us to focus on our-
selves. Our main objective is to secure
fourth place.” Marseille could still pip
Lyon to the final Europa League berth
after winning last weekend’s meeting of
the clubs to move to within two points
of Remi Garde’s side. Lyon are at home
to Lorient today while Marseille go to
Bordeaux in what will be Jose Anigo’s
penultimate game as interim coach
before Marcelo Bielsa takes over at the
Stade Velodrome in the summer. At the
bottom, the battle to avoid joining
Valenciennes and Ajaccio in being rele-
gated to the second tier is intensifying,
with Sochaux a point adrift of safety but
in fine form. Herve Renard’s side are
unbeaten in their last six matches and
travel to Rennes, who are now safe after
surprisingly beating PSG in midweek.
Evian, in 17th, are at home to Nice before
travelling to Sochaux on the final day of
the season, while French Cup winners
Guingamp, two points above the drop
zone, entertain Toulouse knowing a vic-
tory will confirm their safety. —AFP

Lille look to clinch Champions League place

Paris SG 36 25 8 3 77 2283 -
champions
Monaco 36 22 10 4 60 29 76
Lille 36 19 11 6 41 22 68
Saint-Etienne 36 18 9 9 50 32 63
Lyon 36 16 10 10 55 43 58
Marseille 36 15 11 10 51 39 56
Bordeaux 36 13 12 11 47 41 51
Reims 36 12 12 12 42 47 48
Lorient 36 12 10 14 46 49 46
Toulouse 36 11 13 12 43 50 46
Nantes 36 12 9 15 37 40 45
Bastia 36 12 9 15 40 56 45
Rennes 36 10 13 13 43 42 43
Montpellier 36 8 18 10 45 47 42

Nice 36 12 6 18 30 41 42
Guingamp 36 10 9 17 32 41 39
Evian TG 36 9 11 16 34 51 38
Sochaux 36 9 10 17 35 57 37
Valenciennes 36 7 8 21 35 60 29 

- relegated
Ajaccio 36 3 11 22 34 68 20 

- relegated
NB - Top two qualify automatically for Champions League
group stage. Third goes into Champions League 3rd qualifying
round. Fourth and fifth qualify for Europa League. Bottom three
are relegated to Ligue 2. NB - Nantes’ 2-0 win against Bastia on
the opening day of the season was overturned and awarded as
a win to Bastia after Nantes fielded the suspended Abdoulaye
Toure in the game.

French League 1 table

PARIS: French Ligue 1 table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

LONDON: The 2013-14 Premier League season concludes tomor-
row with a number of issues, including the destination of the title,
still to be decided. Here, AFP Sports poses 10 questions that will be
answered on the final day:

Can City hold their nerve?
After overwhelming Aston Villa 4-0 on Wednesday, Manchester

City effectively require only a point at home to West Ham United to
claim a second title in three years. If City draw, Liverpool would
need to win at home to Newcastle United by at least 13 goals to
take the title. But if City lose, Liverpool will be crowned champions
for the first time since 1990 if they beat Newcastle.

Will City or Liverpool 
break scoring record?

City’s win over Villa took their goal tally for the season to 100
and Liverpool are only a goal further back on 99. Both teams are
therefore within sight of Chelsea’s Premier League (post-1992)
goal-scoring record of 103 goals, set under Carlo Ancelotti in the
2009-10 season. If Liverpool score, it will be the first time since
1960-61 (Tottenham Hotspur, Wolverhampton Wanderers, Burnley)
that more than one team finishes the season with 100 league goals
or more.

Can Luis Suarez break new ground?
With 31 goals to his name this season, Liverpool striker Luis

Suarez has already tied the record for the number of goals scored in
a 38-game Premier League campaign, which was jointly held by
Alan Shearer and Cristiano Ronaldo.  He can break the record by
scoring once, while a hat-trick would seem him equal the record for
goals in a 42-game Premier League season (34), currently shared by
Shearer and Andy Cole.

Will Tottenham pip United?
Tottenham need to avoid defeat at home to Aston Villa to claim

the last remaining Europa League place. If they lose and
Manchester United win at Southampton, United will move above
them on goal difference.

Can Ryan Giggs sign 
off with a victory?

After a disastrous season in which they meekly conceded the
title and failed to qualify for the Champions League for the first
time since 1995, United will look to end the campaign on a posi-
tive note by winning at Southampton. With Louis van Gaal

expected to be appointed as the successor to the sacked David
Moyes shortly, it will be veteran player-coach Ryan Giggs’s last
game as interim manager.

Will anyone succumb to 
World Cup heartbreak?

Manchester United defender Phil Jones was the latest player to
suffer a World Cup injury scare after damaging his shoulder in his
side’s 3-1 win over Hull City on Tuesday. His England team-mates
Phil Jagielka (Everton) and Jack Wilshere (Arsenal) are among the
players who will be hoping to prove their fitness in time for Brazil
on the final day.

Can Norwich go out with a bang?
Sunderland’s 2-0 victory at home to West Bromwich Albion in

mid-week means that Norwich City have been all but mathemati-
cally relegated, as they now trail fourth-bottom West Brom by three
points with a vastly inferior goal difference (-32 to -15). The final
game of their three-year stay in the top flight will be at home to
Arsenal.

Where will Stoke, Crystal finish?
Stoke City are already assured of their highest top-flight finish

since the 1974-75 campaign, when they came fifth. Barring a math-
ematical improbability, they are on course to finish 10th and could
leapfrog Newcastle to ninth if they win at West Brom and Alan
Pardew’s side do not beat Liverpool. Crystal Palace, 11th, are
already certain to record their highest top-flight finish since they
came 10th in 1991-92.

Who will be saying goodbye?
Manchester United captain Nemanja Vidic is in line to make his

final appearance before leaving for Inter Milan, while team-mates
Giggs, Patrice Evra and Rio Ferdinand will shortly be out of contract.
Chelsea’s trip to Cardiff City could see club stalwarts John Terry,
Frank Lampard and Ashley Cole play their final games for the club.
Both managers at White Hart Lane could be taking charge of their
teams for the last time, meanwhile, as uncertainty surrounds the
futures of Spurs head coach Tim Sherwood and his Villa counter-
part Paul Lambert.

Can Cardiff avoid wooden spoon?
Cardiff go into the final day on the bottom of the table, but they

can avoid the ignominy of the wooden spoon by bettering
Fulham’s result at home to Palace. —AFP

Ten questions for English

Premier League final day

Loew gambles on

youth to end long

German drought
BERLIN: Germany’s provisional 30-man squad for next
month’s World Cup contains several surprises and although
some of those players will not survive the final others will be
needed to help Germany end their 18-year title drought.
Coach Joachim Loew raised eyebrows on Thursday with his
youthful provisional squad including teenager Max Meyer,
defenders Shkodran Mustafi and Erik Durm and forward Kevin
Volland. Loew will trim his squad back to 25 or 26 players after
a training camp in Italy this month before announcing his final
23 by the June 2 deadline. Germany, drawn in Group G along
with Ghana, Portugal and the United States, have high hopes
of ending their long wait for a trophy. —Reuters


