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SAO PAULO: Ronaldinho, Kaka and Robinho were
left off Brazil’s World Cup roster by coach Luiz Felipe
Scolari, who selected just five players who went to
the 2010 tournament with the Selecao. Goalkeeper
Julio Cesar; defenders Thiago Silva, Dani Alves and
Maicon; and midfielder Ramires were the only
returnees from the tournament four years ago on
the 23-man roster announced Wednesday. Fred, a
forward on the 2006 World Cup roster, was selected
after missing the 2010 tournament.

“I don’t think this lack of World Cup experience
will play a big part,” Scolari said. “Our players have
been gaining experience in their leagues in Europe,
and I don’t think they will be affected by this too
much, although in certain World Cup situations, hav-
ing that experience would be important. But I fully
trust these players.” There were no major surprise

picks in Brazil’s group, which includes 16 players
who were on the roster for last year’s Confederations
Cup, a warmup tournament in which the Selecao
beat Spain 3-0 in the final. The team includes young
stars such as Neymar and Oscar. “My childhood
dream came true,” Neymar said on Instagram.
“Today was one of the most anticipated days of my
life. It’s time to represent the entire country. I’m
completely moved, anxious and nervous. I want it to
arrive soon.”

Also among the bypassed were Lucas Leiva, Lucas
Moura and Felipe Luis. “We know that not everybody
will agree with all the names. It’s normal,” Scolari
said. “But now that we have the 23 players, we
would like to ask that our fans support all of them, so
together we can focus on our goal of winning the
World Cup.” The roster includes six players from

teams in England, four from Brazil, three each from
Italy and Spain, two apiece from France and
Germany, and one each from Major League Soccer,
Russia and Ukraine.

The announcement at a traditional concert house
in Rio de Janeiro was telecast live and attended by
870 reporters, according to the governing body of
Brazilian soccer. Seeking a record sixth World Cup
title, Brazil has won 13 of its last 14 games. Its start-
ing lineup is likely to have Julio Cesar in goal; Dani
Alves at right back; Thiago Silva and David Luiz in
central defense; Marcelo at left back; Paulinho and
Luiz Gustavo in defensive midfield; and Oscar in
attacking midfield; and Neymar, Hulk and Fred up
front. Brazil plays Croatia in the World Cup opener
on June 12, then faces Mexico five days later and
Cameroon on June 23. —AP

Ronaldinho, Kaka, Robinho 

off Brazil World Cup roster

FIFA president 

eyes fifth term
ZURICH: FIFA president Sepp Blatter yesterday strengthened
expectations that he will soon announce his bid for a fifth term
as the head of global football. “I want to do this, because
things aren’t over yet. My mandate is running out, but my mis-
sion is not finished,” the 78-year-old was quoted as saying by
the Swiss tabloid Blick. Blatter is widely expected to announce
his formal candidacy at the FIFA Congress, before the World
Cup, in the Brazilian city of Sao Paulo. 

In response to the new reports, FIFA stressed that Blatter’s
plan was still to ask the 209 national associations in world body
at the congress whether they want him to run again. The elec-
tion will be held in 2015. Blick said Blatter’s comments came in
response to questions about his future during a debate it
organized in Zurich. Blatter has been FIFA’s president since
1998. He joined football’s governing body in 1975 and was its
secretary general before succeeding Brazilian Joao Havelange
as president. Blatter has previously been guarded about his
plans for a new term.

In February, he told Swiss public broadcaster RTS that he
“wouldn’t say no” to a new mandate. “If I’m in good health, and
I currently am, I don’t see why I should stop work, and especially
the job of consolidating FIFA,” he said then. The only candidate
to have entered the race formally so far is Frenchman Jerome
Champagne, an ex-diplomat and former secretary general of
FIFA, who left the organization in 2010. Champagne, 55, has
said that if his former boss Blatter enters the race, he will pull
out. Michel Platini, head of European governing body UEFA,
who has crossed swords with Blatter over his running of FIFA, is
another potential candidate. The 58-year-old French football
legend said recently that he was the only only person who can
beat Blatter. But Platini, in charge of UEFA since 2007, has still
not said whether he will run in the election. Platini has said he
will announce his decision in the second half of the year after
seeing any reaction to Blatter’s decision. —AFP

ITALIAN LEAGUE 

Hellas Verona v Udinese 19:00 
beIN SPORTS 3
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Internazionale v Lazio 21:45
beIN SPORTS 3
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

SPANISH LEAGUE 

Villarreal v Rayo Vallecano 21:00
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Levante v Valencia 23:00
beIN SPORTS 2
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

GERMAN LEAGUE         

Bayern Munich v Stuttgart 16:30
Dubai Sports
Schalke 04 v Nuremberg 16:30
Dubai Sports
Bayer 04 v Werder Bremen 16:30
Dubai Sports
Hannover 96 v Freiburg 16:30
Dubai Sports
Wolfsburg v Borussia M’bach 16:30
Dubai Sports
Hoffenheim v E Braunschweig 16:30
Dubai Sports
FSV Mainz v Hamburger 16:30
Dubai Sports
Augsburg v Eintracht Frankfurt 16:30
Dubai Sports
Hertha Berlin v Dortmund 16:30
Dubai Sports

FRENCH LEAGUE 

Lyon v Lorient 22:00
beIN SPORTS 6
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Valenciennes v Monaco 22:00
beIN SPORTS 4
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Lille v PSG 22:00
beIN SPORTS 5
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Nantes v Saint Etienne 22:00
beIN SPORTS 1
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Girondins de Bordeaux v Marseille 22:00
beIN SPORTS 10 HD
Montpellier v Bastia 22:00
beIN SPORTS 8 
beIN SPORTS HD 8

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Celtic seek to finish 

season on high note
GLASGOW: Celtic manager Neil Lennon says he wants the champi-
ons to end the season on a winning note when they take on Scottish
Cup finalists Dundee United tomorrow. The Hoops will be presented
with the Scottish Premiership trophy following the match at Celtic
Park. The Parkhead club have waited a long time to get their hands
on the trophy after clinching the league back in March with seven
games remaining and manager Lennon is looking forward to a party.
“I’m really looking forward to tomorrow now, when we’re presented
with the league trophy,” the Celtic manager said.

“The lads haven’t had the opportunity to celebrate the title win so
to get the trophy at home will be a special day and I want them to
finish the season on a high.” Celtic’s 3-3 draw with St Johnstone on
Wednesday means the Glasgow giants won’t be able to break the
100-point barrier this season. However, Lennon said he couldn’t be
too critical of his players, who have only lost one match in an almost
unblemished campaign. “I wasn’t happy with our defending for the
final two goals, I thought we were lazy,” Lennon said of the draw
with St Johnstone, who are also through to the Scottish Cup final.

“But I can’t be too critical of my players. Since we won the league
we’ve won three and drawn three, so they’ve kept their momentum
going. “It was an opportunity to rotate the squad and that’s what
we’ve done. “We’ve had a look at some players and we’ve learned
something again. “I’m not really disappointed we can’t make 100
points. You set yourself little targets and it would have been a nice
milestone. “We should have done it because we were 3-1 up with 10
minutes to go but we’re on 99 goals and it would be nice to finish
the season off with 100.”

Elsewhere tomorrow, Aberdeen and Motherwell clash at Pittodrie
in the battle for second place.  Aberdeen hold a one-point advantage
over Motherwell and Derek McInnes’s side will be desperate to end
the season on a high to go with the Scottish League Cup they
claimed in March. In the other top-six match Inverness Caledonian
Thistle host St Johnstone. —AFP

Celtic 37 30 6 1 99 24 96 
— champions 

Aberdeen 37 20 8 9 53 37 68 
Motherwell 37 21 4 12 63 60 67
Dundee Utd 37 16 10 11 64 47 58 
Inverness CT 37 15 9 13 42 44 54 
St Johnstone 37 15 8 14 48 40 53
Partick 37 8 14 15 44 62 38 
St Mirren 37 10 8 19 38 57 38 
Ross County 37 10 7 20 41 60 37 

Kilmarnock 37 10 6 21 44 66 36
Hibernian 37 8 11 18 31 50 35
Hearts 37 10 7 20 44 64 22 

— relegated 
Notes: Hearts deducted 15 points for entering administration;
Title winners go into Champions League with second and third
qualifying for Europa League; Bottom team is relegated to
Championship with 11th-placed side entering relegation play-
offs; Top six and bottom six sides split and play only against
each other in last five games.

Scottish Premiership table

GLASGOW: Scottish Premiership table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):


