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PONTE VEDRA BEACH: Martin Kaymer
birdied his last four holes to equal the
tournament record and seize a two-shot
lead in Thursday’s opening round of the
Players Championship as several other
big names lined up in pursuit. On an ide-
al day for low scoring at the TPC
Sawgrass where the par-72 Stadium
Course has been softened by recent
rain, Germany’s Kaymer raced home in a
sizzling seven-under-par 29 to complete
a nine-under 63. His back nine, holes
one to nine, set a new low for the tour-
nament while his 63 matched the record
scores previously posted at the Players
Championship by Fred Couples (1992),
Greg Norman (1994) and Roberto Castro
(2013).

“I didn’t make many mistakes today,
which was nice,” Kaymer told reporters
after a flawless nine-birdie display in the
PGA Tour’s flagship event which is wide-
ly regarded as the unofficial fifth major.
“I missed only one fairway, which was on
16. So overall my ball-striking was very
good. Fortunately I could take advan-
tage of some putts on my back nine, on
the front, on the golf course.  It was just
a very, very good round of golf.” Kaymer
sank a 16-footer at the par-three eighth,
then got up and down from a greenside
bunker at the par-five ninth to end the
day two strokes in front of American

Russell Henley, who had set the club-
house lead with a sparkling 65 in the
morning.

South Korea’s Bae Sang-moon
opened with a 66 while U.S. Open cham-
pion Justin Rose, England’s former world
number one Lee Westwood and 2008
Players champion Sergio Garcia of Spain
were among a large group on 67.
Northern Ireland’s Rory McIlroy got to
five under after 11 holes on a hot and
sunny morning at the TPC Sawgrass but
then struggled coming home on the
way to an opening 70. “I played well
pretty much the whole way around, I
just let a couple of shots get away from
me at the end,” McIlroy said. “So I’ll
come out tomorrow and try and attack
again, because I feel like you can go low
on this golf course this week. It’s soft,
the greens are receptive.”

‘Make history’
Former world number one Kaymer,

who landed his only major title at the
2010 PGA Championship, birdied the
11th and 15th to reach the turn in two-
under 34. He continued to build
momentum, picking up further shots at
the first, second, fourth, sixth, seventh,
eighth and ninth to shoot the first ever
29 over nine holes at the TPC Sawgrass.
“If you strike it very well, you gain confi-

dence hole after hole, and then you feel
like you can become maybe a little bit
more aggressive,” said the 29-year-old
German, a 10-times winner on the
European Tour. “It’s nice to make some
history. No one shot 29 on that golf
course before and I did it today. But it’s
only the first round of a long, long tour-
nament.” Henley, a double winner on
the PGA Tour who is known for his
streaky putting, piled up six birdies after
the turn to set the early pace at the TPC
Sawgrass.

“I got off to a good start and I felt
really comfortable on the greens today,”
said the 25-year-old from Georgia after
mixing nine birdies with a double-bogey
at the par-four seventh. “As long as I
keep feeling comfortable with the put-
ter, I  think I can putt well on these
greens. Hopefully, I can do that for the
next three days.” British Open champion
Phil Mickelson struggled to an opening
75 while Australian world number two
Adam Scott, who could take over the
top spot from the absent Tiger Woods
after this week’s event, fared even worse
with a 77. With last year’s winner Woods
sidelined since having surgery for a
pinched nerve in his back at the end of
March, Scott needs to finish no worse
than joint 16th this week to become
number one for the first time. —Reuters

Kaymer sets Players pace 

with record equalling 63

Texans snag Clowney 

with first pick in NFL 
NEW YORK: Jadeveon Clowney was the first pick Thursday in
the NFL draft, the annual selection of college players that
helps teams in America’s most popular sport replenish their
talent pools. The Houston Texans took the South Carolina
defensive end to kick off the first round of a draft viewed as
one of the deepest in recent history, with a surplus of talented
American college stars at almost every position. “I am glad to
be part of their organization,” said Clowney. “I am ready get to
work and play some football.”

Clowney was chosen ahead of Auburn offensive tackle
Greg Robinson, who was taken number two by the St Louis
Rams. The first big surprise came one pick later when Central
Florida’s Blake Bortles became the first quarterback drafted,
ahead of Texas A&M’s Johnny Manziel. The Jacksonville
Jaguars made Bortles the first quarterback at number three,
passing on a chance to select former Heisman Trophy winner
Manziel. The Heisman is awarded annually to the top player in
US college football. “It is indescribable,” Bortles said. “I am
looking forward to going to Jacksonville and learning every-
thing. I had no idea they were going to pick me.”

Manziel went 22nd overall to the Cleveland Browns, who
traded up from the 26th spot to get him. “It was tough,”
Manziel said of the wait. “But I went into this saying whatever
team wanted me it would be the right situation for me. “I’m
just going to play my heart out for this team.” The draft fea-
tures all 32 NFL teams choosing players over three days. The
first round is Thursday, the second and third rounds were yes-
terday and the fourth to seventh rounds are today. Teams
select players in the reverse order they finished in the stand-
ings, meaning the last place club gets the coveted first pick.

Biggest supplier of players 
The US colleges are the biggest supplier of players to the

NFL and the entry draft is the most common player recruit-
ment tool for the league. Houston’s pick ended a seven-year
streak of offensive players being selected first since the Texans
took defensive end Mario Williams to start the 2006 draft.
Clowney was the first South Carolina player picked number-
one overall since 1981 when the New Orleans Saints took run-
ning back George Rogers.  The 1.98 meter (6-foot-6) lineman
had 24 sacks in three years for South Carolina, including 13 in
2012. Clowney said he is worthy of being the top pick. “I don’t
mind what people say about me. I am going to approach the
game the way I want to,” Clowney said. He will join all-star
defensive end JJ Watt in what may turn out to be a fearsome
pass rush for a team that finished last season on a franchise-
worst 14-game losing skid. “He’s an impact player,” said
Texans general manager Rick Smith. “We always talk about
adding those types of athletes to our organization and he cer-
tainly fits the bill.”

The Buffalo Bills traded up five places to take Clemson
wide receiver Sammy Watkins at number four in a deal with
the Cleveland Browns. The Bills had to give up their first round
pick in 2015 as part of the trade. The Oakland Raiders rounded
out the top five picks by taking linebacker Khalil Mack. This
year’s draft also includes Michael Sam who is set to become
the first openly gay player selected in the draft. Sam, a star
defensive end for the University of Missouri, is expected to be
taken today. Louisville quarterback Teddy Bridgewater was
the last pick of the first round, going No 32 to the Minnesota
Vikings. There nine defensive backs selected Thursday, more
than any other position. —AFP 

FLORIDA: Martin Kaymer of Germany, hits from a sixth hole bunker during the second round of The Players
championship golf tournament at TPC Sawgrass yesterday in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. —AP

Ducks dethrone Kings 

LOS ANGELES: The Anaheim Ducks clinched a much-needed 3-2 vic-
tory over the Los Angeles Kings in Game Three of their Western
Conference semi-final series on Thursday. After dropping the first two
games at home in their best-of-seven series, Anaheim coach Bruce
Boudreau made some changes which paid off as the Ducks cut the
Kings’ series lead to 2-1. The biggest change was inserting goaltender
Fredrick Anderson in place of Jonas Hiller, who played well but lost
the first two games of the series. Anderson was strong before leaving
late in the third period with an injury. Anaheim opened the scoring
on a power play early in the first period, Corey Perry grabbing his
third goal of the postseason.

The Ducks got another power-play goal in the second when Nick
Bonino set up Teemu Selanne. “Since Game 6 against Dallas, he
seems like he’s found the fountain of youth. I hope that keeps going,”
Boudreau said. “The reason Teemu has almost 700 goals is because
he goes to the net and he stops.” Not surprisingly, Kings coach Darryl
Sutter had a different take on the play. —Reuters


