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SANAA: Yemen’s defense minister
escaped an assassination attempt by sus-
pected Al-Qaeda militants in southern
Yemen yesterday, a security source said.
The source said Muhammad Nasir
Ahmad and a number of senior security
officials were attacked by gunmen while
travelling in their vehicles in the province
of Shabwa.

“They opened fire on the convoy, but
no one was killed or wounded, the minis-
ter is safe,” said the source. No immediate
claim was made for the attack. In a sepa-
rate incident, four Yemeni soldiers were
killed and three wounded in an ambush
by suspected Al-Qaeda fighters in the
central Yemeni province of Al-Bayda,
local tribal sources told Reuters. Al-Qaeda
holds the defense minister responsible
for a military campaign that has driven it
from its strongholds in southern Yemen,
an area that Washington considers one of
the main battlefields in its global cam-
paign against Islamist militants.

Meanwhile, Yemeni forces have killed
two foreign Al-Qaeda fighters-a Saudi
and a Dagestani-and captured two
French citizens of Tunisian origin also
belonging to the group, state media said
yesterday. Saudi Turki Abdelrahman and
explosives expert Timur Al-Dagestani
were killed in the southern Shabwa
province, where the army is pressing an
offensive against Al-Qaeda militants, the
reports said. The suspected French
jihadists were arrested trying to flee the
country from an unnamed airport, the
reports said. The minister had survived at
least five assassination attempts since
December 2011, when a new govern-
ment was formed after a power transfer
deal under which veteran president Ali
Abdullah Saleh stepped down. The sol-
diers were killed as the army was shelling
areas where it believed Al-Qaeda mili-
tants were sheltering, the tribal sources
said. The Interior Ministry said Qaeda mil-
itants had been fleeing to the provinces
of Maarib and Al-Bayda after being driv-
en out of their strongholds in Abyan and
Shabwa. The government’s offensive in
the south is its most concerted campaign
against Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) in nearly two years. The
group has been blamed for deadly
attacks against security forces, foreigners
and oil and gas facilities. In the capital
Sanaa, 11 soldiers were wounded when
an explosive device was set off in a
neighborhood east of the capital. “The
device exploded as a vehicle belonging
to special security forces passed by,” a

police source said.
“We think it is an attempt by terrorist

elements to respond to the defeat in the
provinces of Abyan and Shabwa.”
Western powers including the United

States are keen to prevent any spillover
of violence into neighboring oil power
Saudi Arabia and to stop Yemen being
used as a springboard to attack Western
targets. — Reuters
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SANAA: Yemenis gather at the site of a bomb explosion that targeted an army
troop vehicle on its way to man a checkpoint on a street leading to two west-
ern embassies yesterday in the capital Sanaa. Security forces have been on
high alert in Sanaa since the army launched a highly publicized offensive
against Al-Qaeda in its southern strongholds late last month, drawing open
threats of retaliation. — AFP

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s death toll from
MERS has risen by five to 126 fatalities
since the mystery respiratory virus first
appeared in the kingdom in 2012, the
health ministry said yesterday.

Two men, aged 47 and 60, died in
the western city of Madina on
Wednesday, an 84-year-old man died
in Holy Makkah and a fourth died in the
Red Sea port of Jeddah. All three cities
are closely associated with the annual
Muslim hajj pilgrimage, with commer-
cial capital Jeddah being the main
point of entry for pilgrims from over-
seas.  The fifth person to die was a
woman, who succumbed in the capital
Riyadh, the ministry’s website reported.

It added that the total number of
infections from Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) in
the Gulf nation was now 463. MERS
cases have also been reported in the
United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Egypt,

Lebanon and even the United States,
with most involving people who had
travelled to Saudi Arabia or worked
there, often as medical staff.

The great majority of deaths from
the virus have been in Saudi Arabia,
however. MERS is considered a deadlier
but less-transmissible cousin of the
SARS virus that erupted in Asia in 2003
and infected 8,273 people, nine per-
cent of whom died.  There are no vac-
cines or antiviral treatments for MERS, a
disease with a mortality rate of more
than 40 percent that experts are still
struggling to understand. Like SARS,
MERS appears to cause a lung infec-
tion, with patients suffering from a
temperature, coughing and breathing
difficulties.

But it differs in that it also causes
rapid kidney failure. Research has sug-
gested that camels are the likely source
of the virus. — AFP
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ADDIS ABABA: South Sudan’s president and rebel chief prepared
yesterday to meet for the first time since brutal civil war broke out
nearly five months ago, amid international pressure to stem
bloodshed and avert famine and genocide.

The expected talks, taking place after intense lobbying from
world leaders with Washington slapping sanctions on senior mili-
tary commanders, come a day after the UN warned crimes against
humanity had likely be carried out in the still raging conflict.
President Salva Kiir arrived Friday in the Ethiopian capital, where

he is slated to meet his former vice president turned arch rival,
rebel chief Riek Machar. 

Foreign Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin told reporters he
hoped the meeting “would bring peace” with a ceasefire in tatters
ever since it was signed in January. But a spokesman for Machar,
who had swapped his military fatigues for a business suit when
he arrived in Addis Ababa late Thursday from his rebel base in
South Sudan, said the two leaders would be unlikely to meet
immediately. —AFP
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“There is a religious aspect to his character and at the same
time it is a political tool to strengthen his popularity and legiti-
macy among conservative Egyptians,” he said. “He has some
kind of religious vision for society.” Sisi has been compared
with Anwar Sadat, the head of state known for his piety who
was assassinated by Islamists in 1981. Like Sadat, Sisi has a
mark on his forehead from years of pressing his head to the
carpet in daily prayer. His wife wears an Islamic veil.

Against Brotherhood
Sisi’s reputation for piety encouraged the Brotherhood to

believe he could be a reliable ally, one of the reasons Morsi
appointed him army chief in August, 2012. But Sisi revealed
strongly anti-Brotherhood views after deposing Morsi follow-
ing mass protests against Morsi’s rule less than a year later.
Sisi accused the group of having an ideology which claimed
to hold the “exclusive truth” and of seeking to advance the
cause of an Islamic empire rather than of Egypt.

In the interview screened on May 5, Sisi said violent groups
were a front for the Brotherhood, vowing that the movement
would not exist once he was in power. The movement, most
of whose leaders are in jail, has yet to respond to his most
recent accusations, though it has previously denied such
claims and says it has long rejected violence. The group sees
Sisi as the mastermind of a bloody military coup. Islamist
groups seeking to infuse government with their vision of
Islam have been a thorn in the state’s side for decades. Some
of the world’s most radical militants are Egyptian, including
Al-Qaeda leader Ayman Al-Zawahri.

Since Morsi was removed from power, the state has faced
the worst wave of militant violence since the 1990s. Several
hundred policemen and soldiers have been killed in attacks
that spiraled last year after the government killed hundreds of
Morsi’s supporters in a crackdown. Sisi said two plots to assas-
sinate him had been uncovered. Sisi has lamented interpreta-
tions of Islam that fail to keep up with the times: “We have
frozen this. It has been hundreds of years,” he said in the inter-
view broadcast on May 5.

In a meeting with tourism executives in late April, Sisi
addressed the question of how “religious discourse” had dam-
aged the tourism industry - an engine of the economy repeat-
edly hit by Islamist attacks over the years. Sisi said the sector
had suffered from a religious discourse “not linked to con-
cepts and developments of the age”. “There must be an
enlightened religious discourse to protect society from alien
ideas,” he said, according to a statement posted on the official
Facebook page of his campaign. He has also said that places
of worship should play a role in fixing Egypt’s moral problems,
and good decisions must be in harmony with both society
and “God’s rulings”.— Agencies
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CAIRO: Egyptian ousted Islamist President Mohamed
Morsi looks on from behind the defendants cage during
his trial on May 8, 2014 alongside 130 others.  — AFP 


