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KUWAIT: A clothes warehouse in Sabhan caught fire yesterday, prompting the fire center to rush there and deal with the fire, which was contained in a record time. No
human injuries were reported. —  By Hanan Al-Saadoun

DUBAI: The UAE’s ministry of environ-
ment and water said that livestock ship-
ments from the GCC, which do not meet
the approved import requirements, will
not be allowed into the country, state
news agency WAM reported. The min-
istry said in a statement that it is imple-
menting strict veterinary and biosecurity
protocols along with preventive meas-
ures against animal infections and epi-
demic diseases at the border check-
points.

Strict screening will be carried out to
check if the camels imported from the
GCC to the UAE are free from viruses such
as burcellosis and the Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome coronavirus
(MERS-CoV), the statement said.

Camel shipments from the GCC will
also be quarantined for 24 to 28 hours
until laboratory tests are conducted, the

ministry said. Officials have said that such
measures are part of its policy to protect
public health and prevent “imported epi-
demics” and other communicable dis-
eases. The MERS virus emerged in the
Middle East in 2012, with cases reported
in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Jordan,
UAE, Oman, Tunisia, Egypt, the
Philippines, the US and parts of Europe so
far. But a possible link to camels acting as
an animal reservoir to the virus has
spread havoc among Gulf states. This has
led to the government to issue warnings
about precautions to be taken when
dealing with the animals.

Recently Saudi Arabia’s health minis-
ter Adel Fakeih warned people from con-
suming raw camel meat and milk due to
the potential link with the virus.

Butchers and meat shops selling
camel meat in the Kingdom, have subse-

quently reported a decline in sales,
according to local daily Arab News.

Saudi Arabia, where the total number
of infections climbed to 449, has seen a
death toll of 121 due the virus.

The UAE, which recorded a sudden
surge in affected cases during April, has
not reported any additional MERS cases
since then. World Health Organisation
(WHO) has also cautioned Middle East
residents to avoid close contact with ani-
mals when visiting farms or barn areas
where the virus is potentially circulating.

“For the general public, when visiting
a farm or a barn, general hygiene meas-
ures, such as regular hand washing
before and after touching animals, avoid-
ing contact with sick animals, and follow-
ing food hygiene practices, should be
adhered to,” WHO said in a statement in
its website. — KUNA

UAE to increase screening 
of GCC camel shipments 
Steps to prevent ‘imported epidemics’ 

IICO chief hails Amir’s 
humanitarian prize win

KUWAIT: International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO)
Chairman Abdullah Al-Maatouq commended here on
Thursday the recent awarding of an Arab humanitarian
prize to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah as a “deserved and appreciated step”.

Al-Maatouq, also Amiri Diwan Advisor and UN Secretary
General’s humanitarian envoy, said in a statement the
prize given to His Highness the Amir by the Arab Family
Organization (AFO) for 2014 would enrich his highly
acclaimed humanitarian record.

He hailed His Highness the Amir’s great support for
regional and international humanitarian activities.

“Honoring His Highness the Amir by the UN and the
Arab Family Organization (AFO) is an awarding to all
Kuwaitis, especially charity workers,” Al-Maatouq said.

He cited His Highness the Amir’s humanitarian direc-
tives and initiatives to help the poor and the needy world-
wide and the role of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) as a key humanitarian asset for the
State of Kuwait.

Earlier on Wednesday, His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met Chairman of the
Arab Family Organization (AFO) Jamal Bin Obaid Al-Bah,
and members of AFO board of directors.

During the meeting, the AFO delegation presented His
Highness the Amir with the first Arab world prize for
humanitarian endeavor and societal enhancement, in
appreciation for his continuous efforts in supporting Arab
family and boosting its status and value. — KUNA

OSCE counter-terrorism
conference praised 

GENEVA: Kuwait Ambassador to Switzerland Bader Al-
Tunaib said yesterday that the outcome of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) counter-ter-
rorism conference, held recently here, were of crucial impor-
tance and worthy of attention and study.

“As the current President of the GCC Council, Kuwait has
asked officials at Swiss foreign ministry for information about
the conference’s outcome to study them with GCC ambassa-
dors to Switzerland, in presence of deputy undersecretary of
Swiss foreign ministry for political affairs,” Al-Tunaib said.

He said that the conference focused on three main topics;
foreign fighters in areas of conflicts, the hostage-taking and
countering terrorism. He added that the topics unveiled the
challenges threatening international peace and security.

“These issues are not only limited to OSCE, but it could
also reach countries in the Middle East region, and the GCC in
particular, due to their strategic location and important eco-
nomic status,” said the Kuwaiti diplomat.

He noted that there is a deep European concern towards
the phenomenon of foreign fighters at areas of conflicts,
which has recently seen a notable increase with reports talk-
ing about around 2,000 European citizens fighting alongside
Syrian opposition groups. — KUNA

KUWAIT:  The sixth Kuwait Info Security
Forum and the third Arabian Social Media
Forum ended here on Thursday by making a
number of crucial recommendations on the
best ways to use the internet.

Khalid Al-Enizi of the Central Agency for
Information Technology said that informa-
tion security is attainable through laying
down realistic solutions that prevent com-
puter hacking and information theft, which
could easily jeapordize the privacy of inter-
net users. He emphasized that the forums
recommended that the government and
other entities should  have some employees
be trained in all aspects of safeguarding
information and dealing with the negative
influence of abusing the use of social net-
works.

He further noted that there should be a
national strategy aimed at protecting infor-
mation technology systems and users of
such systems.

Moreover, he saw good reason to have
all government ministries and agencies
establish their own information security
apparatuses to prevent the misuse of elec-
tronic data. A major recommendation by
the forums today, he said, was to engender
laws punishing cyber crimes. — KUNA

Information security forums advice 
on best way to use internet safely

KUWAIT:  Amid its new policies
Kuwait’s Environment Public
Authority is taking steps to further
involve its staff in local and interna-
tional environmental events.  After
taking part Thursday night in an
event organised by local voluntary
environmental group, “Kuwait is a
Green Oasis”, director of public
affairs and awareness Khaled Al-
Enezi said that the public “should
be closer and friendlier to our envi-
ronment.”

The event, held under the
patronage of State Minister for
Housing Affairs Yasser Abul, should
not solely focus on planting more
trees but should extend to keeping
the nation clean, he added.

Through its role in emphasising
the importance of the environ-
ment among the public, the EPA
aims to send out several messages
through events like these, namely
to encourage planting trees, to
keep roads and beaches clean by
the disposal of waste in the appro-
priate places and not to kill trees
and plants.

The cooperation with the group
was something media director
Fatma Al-Enezi said the volunteers
had strived for.

The event is not the only one,
and has been preceded by oth-
ers all of which aim to encour-
age “good c i t izenship ,”  she
highlighted. — KUNA

EPA to engage more
actively in events


