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KUWAIT: The 12th Egyptian Real Estate Exhibition was opened at Crowne Plaza Hotel on Wednesday under the patronage of Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait
Abdelkareem Suleiman. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: The government looks to dis-
cuss foreign investment and the state’s
general reserves with the parliament,
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said. Ghanim told reporters
Thursday that he received a request
from the Cabinet to allocate two hours
of Tuesday’s session to have that discus-
sion, adding that the topic could likely
be discussed on Wednesday instead.

The parliament is scheduled on
Tuesday to vote on resignations of three
of its members; MPs Riyadh Al-Adasani,
Hussein Al-Quwai’an and Abdulkareem
Al-Kandari. Resignations of MPs Ali Al-
Rashid and Safa Al-Hashem are sched-
uled to be discussed the following week.

Housing projects
On whether discussion of foreign

investments could take place behind
closed doors, Ghanim clarified that the
parliament has the ‘final say’ on that
regard, but pointed out that similar dis-
cussions are usually held in secret ses-
sions.

In other news, Al-Rai reported yester-
day that the government proposed an

amendment to the housing welfare law,
to allow investment sectors and private
companies to build 50,000 houses on
state-owned lands.

The amendment requires the Kuwait
Municipality to provide the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare with
lands within a year, in order to carry the
projects as smoothly as possible, accord-
ing to a letter on that regard that
Housing Minister Yasser Abul submitted
recently to the parliament’s housing
committee.

The PAHW would promote the proj-
ects to the private sector within six
months and sign the contracts directly
with contracting companies, according
to the letter.

Jaber stadium
Former member of parliament

Musallam Al-Barrak said the youth sit-in
in front of Jaber Stadium is a stand
against all types of corruption in front of
one of corruption strongholds, which
carries the name of the late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Al-Barrak was speaking during the

sit-in organized by the “one-hand” cam-
paign in front of Jaber Stadium. He said
the corruption that we see today is a
natural result of the authority’s alliance
with the business and described it as the
“opportunist alliance”, and found it
strange for the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak to make his first field
visit after his oath in front of the Amir to
Jaber Stadium to prove that it is safe. Al-
Barrak considered that as a major proof
on the alliance between the authority
and business. He said it was better for
the prime minister to visit schools, uni-
versities and hospitals instead of Jaber
stadium to justify the contractor’s fail-
ure.

He said the National Assembly speak-
er says that Jaber stadium is ready but
the government is the hesitant party
and he says that in defence of his uncle,
and wondered why the hesitant govern-
ment is not held to account while he is
the speaker! He said the statements and
actions towards Jaber Stadium is just to
deceive the people but they will not be
able to do so because the people are
aware and the youth will face it.

Govt, parliament set to 
discuss foreign investment

Secret sessions expected

No MERS cases in
Jahra Hospital

KUWAIT: Jahra Hospital did not record any new infection cases with
the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) virus, Dr. Shehab Al-
Muhannadi said recently. His statements published by Al-Rai yester-
day, came in response to rumors which hinted that six new cases were
discovered there.

Meanwhile, Dr Fahad Al-Azmi, Head of the Primary Health Care Unit
at the Ahmadi Medical Zone, reiterated assurances that no new MERS
infection cases were discovered in Kuwait as of late. His statement,
published by Al-Qabas daily, came on the sidelines of the Health
Ministry’s announcement to launch MERS awareness campaigns at the
Ahmadi and Jahra medical zones. In other news, the Public Authority
for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources announced that veterinary
quarantines were opened at border checkpoints in order to inspect
imported livestock, mainly camels, for the MERS virus, said General
Director Jassem Al-Bader. Bader further told Al-Jarida daily that the
PAAAFR is waiting for response from the World Organization for
Animal Health before taking a decision on whether to ban importing
camel or other livestock from nearby countries.

Banks to finance 30%
of clean fuel project

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Corporation is studying options  to
finance the Clean fuel project through local, regional or international banks, offi-
cial spokesman Khalid Al-Asousy said Thursday. The KNPC signed the contracts
for the KD 3.4 billion deal last month with three consortia led by Japan’s JGC
Corp, Britain’s Petrofac and US-based Fluor Corp. Since then, the KNPC has been
studying several scenarios to finance the deal through banks, including a mech-
anism to finance 30 percent of the deal, or around KD 2 billion, according to
Asousy. “A consultant will be hired to study offers from banks in order to identi-
fy the interest percentage, loan value and financing,” said As’ousy, who is the
Executive Vice President for Support Services and Information Technology.


