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Bangalore: Other than just a
device to meet the communica-
tion requirements, mobile

phones have become status icons.
Plated with gold and embedded with
precious jewels these devices come
with hefty price tags reaching up to
seven digits. Here is a list of 7 most
expensive mobile phones in the
world.

7- GoldVish ‘Le Million’ 
Piece Unique

Price $1.3 million
A handcrafted cell phone made of

18-carat white gold, mounted with
120-carat VVS-1 graded diamonds;
that was what the Swedish designer
Emmanuel Gueit had to offer the rich
world. ‘Le million’ Piece Unique was
first introduced in September 2006 in
Europe at the Millionaire Fair. 

The product was purchased by a
Russian businessman and the pur-
chase was marked in the Guinness
Book of World Records as the sale
declared as the most expensive and
most exclusive mobile phone ever
sold. GoldVish “Le Million” Piece
Unique will be produced upon special
request and only limited editions of
hundred numbers are manufactured
in a lifetime.

6-   iPhone 5 Black Diamond
Price: $8 million

Hughes, known for crafting incredi-
bly priced tech products, created the
design for the latest Apple phone,
iPhone 5, codenamed as Black
Diamond iPhone 5. It includes an inlay
of 600 white diamonds, a solid gold
Apple logo surrounded by 53 white
diamonds, 135 grams of 24-carat gold
and sapphire glass for the screen. In
the case of black diamond, the stone
replaced the iPhone’s home button.
Apart from the design, Black Diamond
has similar specifications as iPhone 5.
It features a 4-inch display with cus-
tom designed ARMv7 processor called
the Apple A6, an update to Apple’s
mobile operating system known as
iOS 6. In terms of storage, it has 16, 32
or 64 GB but doesn’t support plug-in
memory cards and has an 8MP cam-
era along with various features like
geo-tagging, face detection, touch
focus and the like.

5 -Vertu Ferrari
Price: $ 374, 000

Vertu Constellation Quest Ferrari is
a mobile phone produced by Vertu,
the well-known company that is spe-
cialized in designing luxurious phones
equipped with unique elements. The
phone boasts a sapphire crystal key-
pad, a titanium battery cover, and a
tachometer-inspired clock. As the
phone is codenamed as Ferrari, it’s
pretty obvious that the phone has
something related to the famous car
company. And it is a Ferrari engine
coating finish and a Ferrari leather
trim embossed with the Ferrari logo.
The titanium battery cover has the
trademark Cavallino Rampante
(prancing horse) symbol in stainless
steel.  The phone runs on Nokia’s
Symbian operating system and has an
internal memory of 8GB which is
expandable to 32GB via microSD. It
comes with a camera of 5MP which
offers dual LED flash and autofocus
with a resolution of 2592 x 1944 pix-
els.

4- Porsche Design BlackBerry
Price: $139, 000

Porsche and BlackBerry appeared
to put a large amount of work espe-
cially in the craftsmanship of the
phone, Porsche Design Blackberry,
which made the device eye-catching.
Instead of a plastic bottom, the entire
body is forged out of stainless steel.
The battery cover is wrapped in real
leather as well as each key on the
QWERTY keyboard is made of metal
and the navigation buttons placed
below the screen are designed of indi-
vidual pieces of glass.

Powered by 1.2GHz Qualcomm
MSM8655 Snapdragon processor, the
phone runs on BlackBerry 7.0 operat-
ing system. Along with 768MB RAM,it
has an internal memory of 8GB which
can be further expanded to 32GB via
microSD card. The device is equipped
with a primary camera of 5MP which
offers various features like geo-tag-
ging, face detection and image stabi-
lization. The specifications are similar
to those of any other BB phone, a
minor difference being you get a “pre-
mium” Blackberry Messenger PIN
compared to the regular PIN of other
BB phones.

3- Tag Heuer Racer
Price: $ 350, 000

Tag Heuer, known for its luxury
brand watches has come up with an
expensive phone, Tag Heuer Racer,
made from premium materials,
including stainless steel, carbon fiber
and aeronautic-grade titanium. The
casing is shockproof and certainly
feels heavy and sturdy even though it
isn’t waterproof. The phone is said to
pack a 3D user interface and a high

speed processor of 1GHz. It comes
with a camera of 5MP with auto-focus
and VGA front-facing features.

2 -Gresso Luxor Las Vegas Jackpot
Price: $1 million

With only 3 models sold so far the
mobile makes the name of the model
worthwhile. One has to win the Las
Vegas Jackpot to purchase one of
these most coveted pieces. The phone
is decorated with black diamonds
found in Egypt and is coated with

pure gold. The entire panel of Gresso
Luxor Las Vegas Jackpot, is made of
African black wood, the most expen-
sive wood in the world.   

1- Ulysse Nardin Chairman
Price: $7 million

Ulysse Nardin, the Swiss watch
manufacturer has come up with its
Chairman Smartphone, and Guinness
World Records has already awarded it
the title of “Most Expensive Mobile
Phone Series”. It features a capacitive

touch screen and a number pad on
the front, a mechanical watch rotor on
the back and is quite expensive. The
3.2-inch touch screen display, made of
sapphire crystal runs on specially
designed version of Android
Gingerbread and has an 8-megapixel
rear-facing camera with flash. It is
integrated with GPS 3G, with 32 GB
internal memory and comes pre-
loaded with Android apps for Gmail,
Facebook, YouTube and Google
Maps.-www.siliconindia.com
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KUWAIT: ITS - International Turnkey Systems
announced the successful completion of an
ICT project with KIB to upgrade its banking
systems offering integrated and state-of-the-
art shariah compliant financial services. Within
the first day of the banking system going live,
Kuwait International Bank (KIB), which was
awarded Best Islamic Bank in 2014, received
thousands of successful financial transactions
and already reported a notable performance
level improvement. 

ITS, a specialist in developing Islamic
Banking technology, led the project to deploy
ITS shariah compliant ETHIX financial solutions
with KIB. This plan has been applied and is cur-
rently operating in all 26 branches of the bank
across the country.

ETHIX will reduce operational expenditure
by consolidating the Bank’s original services
under one unified system which will improve
customer services and experience, speed up
product development and achieve greater lev-
els of efficiency through increased control and
automation. By deploying its secure, flexible
and reliable ETHIX suite of financial technolo-
gy solutions within the Bank, ITS will support
Kuwait International Bank by leveraging their
competitive edge in the market. 

Lamya Al-Tabtebai, Deputy General
Manager Corporate Support from KIB

explained why KIB chose ITS to be associated
on this project: “We deployed ETHIX because
all the benefits serve the bank and our cus-
tomers and ETHIX’s overall competence to
boost the Bank’s growth. This announcement
represents a new step on the continuous
efforts from KIB to deploy the best global tech-
nology systems to serve KIB’s programs and
activities which will aid in accomplishing our
aims of improving the quality of customer
services.”

Centralized systems 
The ITS ETHIX suite of financial services

form the core banking technology for financial
institutions boosts operational and growth
capabilities enabling banks to offer new cus-
tomer centric solutions in the spirit of shariah-
compliance.  The added value from ETHIX is
the fact it provides banks with an award win-
ning comprehensive banking solution broadly
recognized as one of the most flexible and
scalable technology solutions worldwide. 

This was reinforced by Lamya Al-Tabtabai:
“ETHIX provides solutions specifically designed
to meet the bank’s requirements in several
aspects, including managing processes of
completion and executing transactions, the
integration of various departments, divisions
and units to ensure streamlined access to

information and swift transactions. Lastly, it
connects all of KIB’s core systems together and
this is vital for us. With ETHIX all our systems
will be centralized and thus enable us to
reduce potential risk and errors and increase
the efficiency and productivity of the bank.
Additionally the system helps to develop com-
mercial finance as well as retail finance services
for our clients and customers.” 

Hany Ramadan, Director - Global Financial
Solutions noted: “This is yet another successful
deployment with a leading finance institution
in Kuwait and an outstanding example of our
expertise in the Islamic Banking sector. In fact
our flexible technology solution will empower
the technology processes within Kuwait
International Bank, facilitating greater control
of service and the adoption of quick changes
as a result from policy, regulation and compe-
tition in the market.” 

In reality, all of these additional benefits will
allow well-timed execution of customer bank-
ing services at Kuwait International Bank, refin-
ing its customer experience and increasing
management efficiency across the bank’s
processes. Hany Ramadan added: “We have a
strong track record of working with leading
financial institutions and specifically integrat-
ing our award winning ETHIX platform with
existing core banking software infrastructure”.

‘Best Technology Vendor’
ITS recently received further accreditation

for its ETHIX suite of products by winning both
the ‘Best Islamic Finance Technology’ conferred
at the World Islamic Retail Banking Conference
2013 and ‘Best Technology Vendor’ at the CPI
Financial Islamic Business and Finance Awards
2013. 

The shariah-compliant ETHIX solution is
designed to support financial institutions to
reach operational excellence, accommodate
growth and achieve cost leadership in the
financial services sector. ETHIX provides multi-
channeled corporate and retail products and
services in Islamic finance and investment
including core banking, trade finance, branch
automation, online banking, dashboards and
reports in addition to other products and serv-
ices that represent an answer to the challenges
encountered by the financial institutions
which can only serve to enhance their compet-
itive edge.

Understanding better than any other shari-
ah-compliant features and specificities ITS cre-
ated a full suite of ETHIX solutions including
ETHIX-Core, ETHIX-Branch, ETHIX-Finance,
ETHIX-Trade, ETHIX-360∞, ETHIX-Connect (IFX),
ETHIX-Switch Connection, ETHIX-Treasury,
ETHIX (SMS), ETHIX-PCD, ETHIX-Launch Pad. 

ITS launches a new shariah compliant

financial services for regional customer

LOS ANGELES: A week after saying it was justified
in snooping through a blogger’s Hotmail account to
track down a leaker of company software, Microsoft
has changed course, saying it will refer such matters
to law enforcement starting immediately. The rever-
sal, explained by general counsel Brad Smithin a
blog post Friday, follows last week’s revelation that
it searched through emails and instant messages of
a blogger who Microsoft believed had received pro-
prietary code illegally.

The search, in September 2012, led to Alex
Kibkalo, a Russian native who worked for Microsoft
as a software architect in Lebanon. Microsoft turned
over the case to the FBI in July 2013.

Smith now says the company “will not inspect a
customer’s private content ourselves” and will refer
the matter to law enforcement if it believes its serv-
ices are being used to facilitate theft of Microsoft
property. Microsoft Corp owns Hotmail and the
cloud storage service formerly known as SkyDrive. It
alleged that the services were used so Kibkalo
could transfer software files to the blogger, includ-
ing a fix for the Windows 8 RT operating system that
hadn’t been released publicly.

The case spawned a wave of criticism, and
Microsoft initially responded to it by saying that it
would consult with an outside attorney who is a for-
mer judge to determine if a court order would be
issued in similar searches in the future. Many saw its
initial response as inadequate. “Last week’s
response was trying to create a mimic of due
process with a shadow court that was run by
Microsoft,” said Kurt Opsahl, senior staff attorney for
the Electronic Frontier Foundation, a privacy advo-
cate. “It was good to see Microsoft reconsidered.”
Smith said the company would also change its
terms of service to make it clear what customers
can expect, and consult with privacy advocates to
come up with industry best practices going for-
ward. Shares of the Redmond, Wash., company rose
94 cents, or 2.4 percent, to $40.30.—AP
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