
2

SUBSCRIP
TIO

N

Max 30º
Min 13º
High Tide
08:38 &18:42 
Low Tide
01:29 & 13:10

40
 P

A
G

ES
N

O
: 1

61
16

15
0 

FI
LS

Expats react 
to proposal 
to cut their 
numbers 19

Bayern Munich 
secure German 
title in 
record time

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2014                                                           JAMADA ALAWWAL 25, 1435 AH                                                                   www.kuwaittimes.net

Amir opens Arab summit 
with call to end disputes
Meeting struggles to heal rifts • Furore over vacant Syria seat

By B Izzak and Agencies 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
yesterday opened the Arab summit by urging the 22
member states to heal rifts and describing the Syrian con-
flict as the largest disaster in modern history. “It is sad that
disputes have expanded in our Arab nation and are
endangering our aspirations and ambitions,” Sheikh Sabah
told the opening session of the two-day summit. “We are
required to resolve these disputes and seriously work
toward unifying ranks ... the dangers around us are too
grave,” Sheikh Sabah said.

The summit follows an unusual dispute within the Gulf
Cooperation Council alliance of Gulf Arab states over
Qatari support for Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood, and a spat
between Iraq and Saudi Arabia over violence in Iraq’s
Anbar province. Gulf states tend to keep their disputes pri-
vate, making a move by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain this month to recall their ambassa-
dors from Qatar highly sensitive. Kuwait has offered to
mediate: Shortly before the gathering Sheikh Sabah, smil-
ing broadly, stood between Saudi Crown Prince Salman
bin Abdulaziz and Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani, holding hands with them in an apparent attempt
to convey a mood of reconciliation. 

But the summit did not tackle - at least publicly - inter-
Gulf disputes, as foreign ministry undersecretary Khaled
Al-Jarallah reiterated yesterday that the “Gulf disputes will
be dealt with within the Gulf house”. Prince Salman left the
country a few hours after addressing the opening session
of the summit. He was followed later by Sheikh Tamim.
Egyptian Foreign Minister Nabil Fahmy told reporters it
was not possible to forge a com promise with Qatar during
the summit because “the wound is too deep”.

Continued on Page 15

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (center) holds hands with Saudi Crown Prince
Salman bin Abdulaziz (right) and Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani before the start of the 25th
Arab League summit at Bayan Palace yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwait will let foreign banks open multi-
ple branches in the country to spur growth, author-
ities said yesterday, though analysts doubt many
banks will take advantage of the offer unless the
government accelerates long-postponed invest-
ment projects. For years, the OPEC member’s eco-
nomic performance has lagged other Gulf Arab oil
exporters as ingrained political tensions between
the Cabinet and the national Assembly and
entrenched bureaucracy have delayed business
reforms and multibillion-dollar infrastructure plans.

Permitting foreign banks to open branches is
done all over the world and offers competition in
the marketplace whose beneficiary is the con-
sumer, Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait
Mohammad Al-Hashel told KUNA, noting that such
competition leads to cost reduction and increased
business which add to Kuwait ’s keenness on
becoming a regional financial and economic pow-
erhouse. “The new rules will have a positive impact
on the local market as they enrich the type of serv-
ices being offered, create new jobs and ultimately
result in the economic and social growth of the
country,” the Central Bank said in a statement.

Previously, each foreign bank was limited to
opening one branch in Kuwait; that restriction will
now be removed, though the Central Bank will still
approve new branches on a case-by-case basis. The
new rules also allow foreign lenders to open repre-
sentative offices in Kuwait, the Central Bank said. 

Kuwait has 11 domestic banks - five convention-
al, five Islamic and one specialised bank, according
to the Central Bank. There are also 11 branches of
foreign banks, including top regional lenders such
as National Bank of Abu Dhabi and Qatar National
Bank, as well as international heavyweights such as
BNP Paribas, Citigroup and HSBC.

Continued on Page 15
LONDON: A bizarre battle is raging in towns across Britain
between lovers of the English language and local councils
that are culling the humble apostrophe from street signs.
The historic university city of Cambridge was the latest in
a series of places this year that have made the change,
which transforms names such as King’s Road into Kings
Road. Cambridge was forced to backtrack after anony-
mous punctuation protectors mounted a guerrilla cam-
paign, going out in the dead of night and using black
marker pens to fill in the missing apostrophes.

The punctuation pogrom by several municipalities is
apparently in response to central government advice
aimed at helping the work of the emergency services.
Earlier this year a teenager died of an asthma attack after
an apostrophe error led to an ambulance going to the
wrong address. 

“National guidelines recommended not allocating
new street names that required any punctuation, as, we
gather, this was not well coped with by some emer-
gency services’ software,” Tim Ward of Cambridge City
Council told AFP. “Given the public interest that this
awakened we checked back on the national guidelines
that we’d followed when reviewing our policy, and
found that the guideline recommending against includ-
ing punctuation in new street names had been
dropped.”

In countries such as the United States and Australia,
apostrophes disappeared from street signs long ago. But
moves to do the same in Britain have aroused the ire of
the guardians of the English language. 

Continued on Page 15

Britain at war over
missing punctuation

LONDON: A picture combination shows road signs
featuring apostrophes in central London on March
20, 2014. — AFP 

NEW YORK: A federal jury yesterday began consider-
ing the fate of Osama bin Laden’s son-in-law, a Kuwaiti
clergyman who became Al-Qaeda’s spokesman after
the Sept 11 attacks and warned in widely circulated
videos that the “storm of airplanes” would not end. The
New York jury began deliberations after US District

Judge Lewis A Kaplan read the law that will guide
them toward a verdict in the case of Sulaiman Abu
Ghaith. He is charged with conspiring to kill
Americans and aid Al-Qaeda and could face life in
prison if convicted.

The deliberations came a day after Assistant US
Attorney John Cronan told jurors that bin Laden
turned to Abu Ghaith the evening of the Sept 11
attacks to make videos that would “help replenish Al-
Qaeda’s stock of suicide terrorists by driving new crops
of young men from around the globe to Al-Qaeda in
its war with America.” “So just hours after four planes
came crashing into our country, amid Al-Qaeda’s sav-
age success and the utter chaos of that terrible day,
Osama bin Laden turned to this man,” Cronan said,
pointing at the bearded defendant, who calmly lis-
tened to an Arabic interpreter through headphones.

Abu Ghaith’s attorney, Stanley Cohen, countered
that his client was not guilty, saying “there’s zero evi
dence” that the 48-year-old former teacher knew of
the conspiracies the government claimed he knew
about. Citing several videos shown to the jury in
which Abu Ghaith - sometimes sitting with bin Laden

and other top Al-Qaeda leaders against a mountain-
ous backdrop - railed against America, Cohen warned
jurors not to let prosecutors “intimidate you and to
frighten you into returning verdicts not based upon
evidence, but fear.”

Those videos, though, were portrayed by the gov-
ernment as the centerpiece of their case. One 2002 Al-
Qaeda propaganda video - titled “Convoy of Martyrs” -
features Abu Ghaith preaching over still-horrific
scenes of a plane flying into one of the World Trade
Center towers. Another shows the defendant looking
at bin Laden admiringly as the Al-Qaeda leader boasts
that he knew the attack would make both towers fall.

As an imam recruited to be Al-Qaeda’s chief
spokesman in the months following Sept 11, Abu
Ghaith “allowed himself to be caught on tape commit-
ting his crimes ... because he never thought they’d be
played in this courtroom,” Assistant US Attorney
Michael Ferrara said Monday in a rebuttal at closing
arguments. “You are looking at a guilty man,” the pros-
ecutor told jurors, referring to Abu Ghaith. “You can
convict the defendant on those videos alone.”

Continued on Page 15

Abu Ghaith’s fate in hands of US jury

Foreign banks 
get nod to open 
more branches 

CORRECTION
The Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani was misidentified in a caption on the front
page of Kuwait Times yesterday. We deeply apolo-
gize for the error.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday ordered opening an urgent probe
into the theft of three pistols from a special security
forces camp. The probe must determine the short-
comings that led to the disappearance of the pistols
and some bullets, according to a statement issued
by the Ministry of Interior. 

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled assigned
Undersecretary of the Ministry Lt Gen Suleiman Al-
Fahd to lead the investigation in collaboration with
teams from the general department of supervision
and inspection and the Criminal Investigations
Department, the statement added. Last year, 20,000
M-16 rifle rounds, 15,000 9 mm pistol rounds and an
undetermined number of ear protectors were
stolen from the warehouse of the Ministry of
Interior in Subbiya. — Agencies 

MoI orders 
probe into 

pistol theft

Sulaiman Abu Ghaith

news
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Iran oil terminal 
to bypass Hormuz

TEHRAN: A senior official said Iran is planning to
build a new oil terminal beyond the strategic Strait
of Hormuz. Akbar Torkan, a senior trade official, was
quoted by the semiofficial ISNA news agency as
saying yesterday that the new terminal will be at
Bandar Jask port on the Oman Sea. Iran’s sole major
crude export terminal is at Khark Island in the
Arabian Gulf. Torkan didn’t elaborate, but bypassing
Hormuz would be seen as protecting exports from
instability in the Gulf. Iranian officials in the past
had threatened to close Hormuz at the mouth of
the Gulf, the passageway through which a fifth of
the world’s oil flows, if its interests are seriously
threatened or it is unable to export oil. They have
not reiterated any threats since 2012.

Kerry to meet 
Abbas in Amman 

ROME: US Secretary of State John Kerry will travel
to Amman yesterday, interrupting a visit to Italy to
meet with Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas as
a deadline looms for reaching a peace deal with
Israel. Kerry’s surprise trip aims “to continue to nar-
row the gaps between the parties”, State
Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said yester-
day, a tacit acknowledgement of the difficulties
bogging down the negotiations. The US diplomatic
chief would also be in touch with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu “over the phone or by
video conference”, she added. The new meeting
with Abbas comes just over a week after the
Palestinian leader visited the White House to meet
President Barack Obama for what were described as
“difficult” talks. It was unclear whether Kerry would
return to the Italian capital to join up again with
Obama, or continue on to Riyadh where the US
president is due to meet King Abdullah on Friday.

Independence Day Special Supplement inside
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By Ben Garcia  

KUWAIT: Netizens, especially expatriates, criti-
cized the proposal of independent Shiite MP
Abdullah Al-Tameemi to cut the number of
expats drastically ‘to safeguard the Kuwaiti soci-
ety and its prosperity’. They said such a move
could only harm the country. Al-Tameemi noted
Kuwait’s losses from the presence of expatriates
are huge, “starting from traffic jams, consump-
tion of public services, unemployment among
citizens and the large funds they remit to their
home countries”. 

A reaction on Kuwait Times’ Facebook
account said: “Kuwait should learn from Dubai
how they improved economy by giving facilities
to expats to start businesses by giving easy
excess to arrival visas which made Dubai today
the centre of the world, and allowed the export
or import of any kind of products which ulti-
mately benefited locals and expats.  Expats are
helping Kuwait in all means, they are also invest-
ing eventhough they are not friendly to busi-
nesses; those businesses are creating jobs not
only for expats but also for locals. Expats are
clients of their high-priced rentals of houses and
commercial facilities. They are benefiting from it
drastically, so for me, cutting the expat popula-
tion will not solve the country’s traffic problem.” 

Months ago Al-Tameemi submitted a strange
proposal to cancel the residence permits of
expatriates who spent five years in the country
and that the size of any single foreign communi-
ty must not exceed 10 percent of Kuwaitis or
around 124,000. “Why cancel the residency of
people who are helping the country tremen-
dously? So they prefer untrained individuals

rather than trained people? Remember, the
more productive people are those who are
experienced, and if you remove or fire people
who are already trained, you are ruining the
services. You are sacrificing quality because after

training and providing them with knowhow,
they’ll have to be fired. They need to think twice
- if that’s the only way to cut the number of
expats, then it is fine. But do you think the pro-
posal is good for the country? I say no, and I
hope they’ll study the proposal properly and act
accordingly, setting aside our biases with the
expats,” another commenter said. 

The draft law Al-Tameemi states residence
permits of foreigners with low or medium quali-
fications should be granted for a maximum of
five years only and cannot be renewed under
any circumstances. The proposed law also men-
tioned any foreign community must not exceed
10 percent of the population of native Kuwaitis.
Currently, Kuwaitis number 1.24 million, which
means the maximum number of any foreign
community should not exceed 124,000 in accor-
dance with the proposed draft law. If imple-
mented, the draft legislation would immediately
affect Indians, who number around 700,000,
Egyptians (500,000), Bangladeshis (200,000),
Filipinos (160,000) and Syrians (140,000). It could
also affect Pakistanis who are around 120,000
and Sri Lankans with almost the same number. 

A Kuwaiti citizen told Kuwait Times that
reducing the number of expats is good for the
country, but he wants a total ban on foreign
workers. “I want old workers to stay. They are
badly needed. What I want is a total ban on new
workers coming from foreign lands. The govern-
ment must focus on companies that bring work-
ers to Kuwait. They must be legitimate compa-
nies only, and they must send (owners of ) illegal
companies to jail. There are many companies
trafficking humans from other countries. This
must stop,” he said. Citizens of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) states, the United
States and the European Union are exempt from
the draft bill, which states government and pri-
vate establishments are forbidden from employ-
ing expatriates after their residencies are can-
celled. Expatriates number more than 2.7 mil-
lion, or 69 percent of the total population, while
Kuwaitis make up just 31 percent. 

Expats react to proposal 

to cut number of expats

No solution to country’s problems

MP Abdullah Al-Tameemi 

KUWAIT: Mabanee Co. announced yester-
day its sponsorship of the ‘GREAT British
Week’, organized by the British Embassy
in Kuwait.  The event,  held under the
patronage of  His  Highness the Amir
Sheik h Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, is taking place between March 20
and April 3.

The ‘GREAT British Week’ includes a
number of activities that highlight the
strong historical relations between the UK
and Kuwait, as well as exhibiting all British
essentials in traditions and innovations
for two weeks. The event also includes a
film festival, music concerts, academic
lectures, cooking, and innovation exhibi-

tions in addition to an automotive show.
‘GREAT British Week’, inaugurated at

The Avenues, included a fashion show by
renowned fashion designer Maria
Grachvogel, organized in collaboration
with luxury department store, Harvey
Nichols. It also included an exclusive din-
ner with Brit ish celebrity chef,  Gar y
Rhodes at Veranda Restaurant.

Mabanee’s sponsorship of this event
comes out of its keenness to host distin-
guished activities at The Avenues, espe-
cial ly those related to the renowned
brand names that the mall is home to. It
also reflects the great commercial and
cultural ties that bind Kuwait and the UK.

Mabanee sponsors 

‘GREAT British Week’

Burgan Bank provides

optimum support to KACCH

KUWAIT: British Ambassador Frank Baker inaugurating the ‘GREAT British Week’, at
The Avenues.

KUWAIT: As part of its commitment to support
all segments of the society, Burgan Bank reaf-
firmed its support to the Kuwait Association for
Care of Children Hospitals (KACCH) by presenting
the yearly donation. This year resembles the
bank’s 13th consecutive year of commitment to
KACCH. 

The annual donation was presented at the
Burgan Bank headquarters to  Lamia Al
Abdulkareem and  Mary Dempsey-Booz from the
Executive Committee of KACCH. 

Burgan Bank is a firm believer of creating a
lasting difference, thus, for over the past 12 years
the bank maintained its contributions to support
the development of healthcare within pediatric
facilities at various health institutions. By doing
so, Burgan Bank is assuring that children and
their families are receiving fundamental treat-
ments to recover from fatal and terminal illness-
es. KACCH is a volunteering organization working
under the umbrella of World Child Care Program
that aims to assist children in coping with the
stress of being in hospital for treatment. The
association pays great efforts to provide a
healthy and entertaining environment to the
children through the kids clubs that KACCH
established in many hospitals in Kuwait.

Burgan Bank will continue supporting pro-
grams similar to KACCH, which are built to
encourage the welfare of the entire society. The
bank’s contribution underlines its firm Corporate
Social Responsibility strategy that is dedicated to
supporting humanitarian causes.

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and third largest by

assets in Kuwait, with a significant focus on the
corporate and financial institutions sectors, as
well as having a growing retail and private bank
customer base.

The Bank has continuously improved its per-
formance over the years through an expanded
revenue structure, diversified funding sources,
and a strong capital base. The adoption of state-
of-the-art services and technology has posi-
tioned it as a trendsetter in the domestic market
and within the MENA region.

Burgan Bank’s brand has been created on a
foundation of real values - of trust, commitment,
excellence and progression, to remind us of the
high standards to which we aspire. ‘People come
first’ is the foundation on which its products and
services are developed. Earlier this year, ‘Brand
Finance’ - the international brand valuation com-
pany- rated Burgan Bank brand as AA with posi-
tive outlook.  The rating places Burgan Bank
Brand at 2nd amongst the most valuable bank-
ing brands in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Chief Executive Officer of
Petrochemical Industries Company (PIC)
Asaad Ahmad Al-Saad said here yesterday his
company is eager to keep up with the latest
developments in the field of communication
and information technology. The company
launched yesterday the 2014 Expo for
Information and Communication Technology,
which runs until tomorrow at PIC’s Boubyan,
patronized by of Chief Executive Officer of
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) Nizar Al-
Adsani, Al-Saad said in a statement issued by
the (PIC). This exhibition aims to provide latest
achievements of technology used in the com-
pany and to promote and support their oper-
ations, indicating that the company through

the exhibition also would display the latest
technology provided by major IT companies
such as (Oracle), (IBM) and (Cisco) and other
used in the company, he added.

The company is not sparing any effort to
keep up with all developments that strength-
en the company’s position as a leader in the
petrochemical industry at both local and the
global levels, noting that Kuwait University is
also participating in the exhibition through a
special booth, Al-Saad said He also pointed to
the company’s achievements to keep up will
what’s new in communication and informa-
tion technology world that would strengthen
the relation between employees and the
company.  — KUNA

PIC keen to keep up with

development in communication

Random drug tests for firefighters

KUWAIT: Firefighters will be subjected to
random drug test in order to ‘protect
their reputation and people’s confidence
in them’, a senior Kuwait Fire Services
Directorate official said on Monday.

“The increasing rates of drug abuse in
the society made the KFSD study putting
a legal mechanism that allows officials to
carry out random tests for firefighters
and civil employees,” said Maj Gen Yousuf
Al-Ansari, the General Director of the
KFSD.

The mechanism is being prepared to

allow heads of departments to report any
employee they suspect while maintain-
ing confidentiality so that proper proce-
dures can be taken, Al-Ansari told Al-Rai
daily. A firefighter was reportedly arrest-
ed earlier this week while driving under
the influence of drugs. He and an Arab
woman caught inside his  car  were
charged with drug possession and abuse.
In addition to DUI, the Kuwaiti man was
also charged with possession of an unli-
censed firearm, assaulting police officers
on duty, and resisting arrest.

DOHA: The 4th Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition and Conference
kicked off here yesterday under the patronage of Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani.    The four-day event includes over 175 exhibitors representing 80
official delegations from 53 countries, as well as 20 naval vessels from 12 countries
that will be displayed at Doha Commercial Port.

KUWAIT: The Cabinet has approved the Labor Public
Authority as the exclusive body to recruit expatriate labor
forces in place of the flawed sponsorship system when it
officially opens sometime this year. The decision came after
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih gave
concepts of the state-run authority ’s work which is
believed to address all loopholes found in the current
recruitment system that are utilized by visa traffickers, said
‘high level ministerial sources’ quoted by Al-Anbas yester-
day. A law to establish the Public Labor Authority was
passed in the parliament last year, but efforts to turn it into
a reality picked up only after Subaih assumed her position
as minister early January. Since then, the ministry issued a
series of decisions that include suspending visa issuance
and transfer with the plan to reopen recruitment in the pri-
vate sector freely by April 1 under improved regulations.
The ministry also pressed charges against hundreds of
employers involved in visa trafficking who used licenses of
so-called fake companies, or non-operating firms. Visa traf-
ficking is a form of human trafficking in which workers are
brought to Kuwait by work permits issued illegally through
loopholes in the sponsorship or ‘kafala’ system that organiz-
es the affairs of the country’s expatriate labor force. Victims
of visa traffickers are mostly low-wage workers who come
from Southeast Asia, North Africa and other countries seek-
ing work in the oil-rich Gulf region. Once they reach Kuwait,
workers are left with no jobs and become prone to hard
labor, mistreatment and extortion by paying large amounts
of money to renew their expired visas.

Full control
Details about the new visions during the Cabinet’s

meeting on Sunday remain unclear, but Subaih promises
that they will end ‘all problems facing expatriate workers’,
according to the sources who spoke on the condition of
anonymity. The authority will receive requests from the pri-
vate and oil sector to hire labor forces, and solely handle all
procedures required in the recruitment process.

The concepts also address problems facing employers
who currently struggle to hire labor forces under restric-
tions of the ministry which solely determines how many
employees can be hired for every profession. The new pro-
cedures allow the labor assessment process to be done in
accordance with the labor market’s needs, the sources
explained. 

Cabinet approves labor

authority’s exclusive

hiring powers
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KUWAIT: (Left to right, front row): Iraq’s Vice-President Khudhair Al-Khuzaee, Kuwait Crown Prince HH Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, Egyptian President Adly Mansour, Comoros President Ikililou Dhoinine, Tunisian President
Muncef Marzouqi, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, Djibouti President Ismail Omar Guelleh, Qatar Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Kuwait Amir HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, Saudi Crown Prince and Defense
Minister Salman bin Abdulaziz, Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir, Lebanese President Michel Suleiman, Mauritania President Mohammad Ould Abdulaziz, Yemen President Abdo Rabbu Mansour Hadi, Libya Speaker
Nouri Abu Sahmain, Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mahmud and Bahrain Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa. (Left to right, back row): Kuwait Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled, Jordan Premier Abdullah Al-
Nsoor, Kuwait Premier Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Algerian Speaker Abdulqader bin Saleh, Oman Sultan’s Representative Asaad bin Tareq Al Saeed and Arab League Speaker Nabil Al-Arabi. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah expressed regret for the
widening disputes among Arab
countries, saying the Syrian crisis was
threatening internationl security.
Addressing the 25th Arab summit,
His Highness Sheikh Sabah said dis-
putes in the Arab world were widen-
ing and undermining “our existence,
values, hopes and aspirations, and
we have become preoccupied with
them at the expence of our ability to
confront the challenges.” He called
for “an honest stance to achieve uni-
ty” among the Arab countries.

“We should address these differ-
ences and unite and to work togeth-
er to overcome the disputes,” assert-
ed His Highness the Amir.

He added that “we cannot go
ahead with our common Arab action
with our differences loaming in the
horizons ... (which are) wasting our
time.” The Amir said the space of
agreement among the Arab coun-
tries is larger than the space of differ-

ences. He meanwhile said the Syrian
crisis, which was entering its fourth
year, has been claiming tens of thou-
sands of innocent people, destroying
ever y sign of l i fe and displacing
around half of the Syrian population.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah cited a
report by UNICEF which noted that
the Syrian conflict forced displace-
ment of 5.5 million children, three
million children were not going to
school and the mortality rate among
children was the highest among any
other conflict “in our present time.

“We are before a painful reality,
and humanitarian, moral and legal
crisis, and condemnation will not be
enough ...,” he said.

His Highness the Amir said the
conflict in Syria spelled over beyond
the Syrian borders and became a
threat to the security of the world.

“We reiterate our call on the UN
Security Council (UNSC) to live up to
its responsibility to restore interna-
tional peace and security, and to end
this crisis,” he said. “We feel the suffer-

ing of our brothers (in Syria) and
work hard to alleviate their suffering,”
he said. His Highness the Amir said
Kuwait answered UN Secretar y
General Ban Ki-moon’s calls and host-
ed two donors’ conferences for the
Syrian people, which succeeded in
collecting $4 billion in pledges for
the Syrians. Kuwait “succeeded in
achieving the objective of the confer-
ences, to contribute to alleviating the
suffering of the Syrian people,” he
said. Kuwait, said His Highness the
Amir, have transferred all its pledges
to the UN agencies to use to in the
provision of necessary aid for the
Syrian people. 

His Highness the Amir said terror-
ism has undermined development in
the Arab countries. “We all suffer
from the terrorism phenomenon,
which has been on the rise recently
under religious and dogmatic pre-
text, which aims at killing innocent
souls, terrorizing people and ham-
pering development. The target is
the global security and stability, and

the entire humanity,” said the Amir.
He asserted that the heavenly

faiths were rejecting terrorism. “We
(Arab countries) share the burden to
confront this dangerous phenome-
non,” he added.

“We should double our efforts and
join international efforts to uproot
this dangerous phenomenon regard-
less of its source and to rid humanity
from its threats ...,” he said.

The Amir, meanwhile, said the
Israeli mentality was rejecting peace
in the region. Israel, he added, was
insisting on building more settle-
ment. “We will not have a settlement
nor peace unless Israel relinquish its
hostile policy and seek peace.”

A just and comprehensive peace
in the region will not be achieved but
with the establishment of the inde-
pendent Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital in line with
the UN resolutions, land-for-peace
principle and the Arab peace initia-
tive, he said. His Highness the Amir
called on the UNSC to exercise pres-

sure on Israel to abide by the interna-
tional legitimacy and stop the settle-
ment expansion, praising the US
efforts to resume the peace negotia-
tions between the Palestinians and
Israelis.

The Amir, on the other hand, said
the summit was held amidst critical
and difficult circumstances in the
world and the region.

He said the Arab countries should
boost consultations among each oth-
er to pin point the path to a genuine
common Arab action and honor aspi-
rations of the Arab people.

“We should address the founda-
tions of our common action to
strengthen them, and to focus on our
common ground,” he said.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah said
the “great success” of the Arab
Economic summits “affirmed accura-
cy of our vision ... which thus encour-
age us to explore further horizons to
boosting our unity and bring our
peoples closer. “Our common action
cannot be achieved without sustain-

able development ...,” he said.
On Iran, His Highness the Amir

called on the Islamic Republic to
honor obligations in the interim
agreement signed with the P5+1 on
November 24 2013 under the super-
vision of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

He noted that the agreement
aimed at brushing aside worries
about Iran’s nuclear program and
clear tensions in the region so the
Arab countries could pay more atten-
tion to development.

The Amir, meanwhile, congratulat-
ed the Yemeni people for the out-
come of the national dialogue which
would contribute to security, develo-
ment and prosperity of the people in
line with the GCC initiative.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah con-
gratulated the Egyptian people for
compliance with the roadmap thus
restoring security and stability, the
formation of the new government in
Lebanon and the Tunisians for their
new constitution.  —KUNA

Amir calls for honest Arab stance to achieve unity

Kuwait hosts 25th Arab summit

KUWAIT: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon called yesterday for stop-
ping supply of weapons to all parties in Syria, while affirming that the
Jewish settlement expansion was violating international law and under-
mined peaceful solution for the conflict.

“I affirm that there is no military solution for the (Syrian) conflict, there-
fore I appeal again to stop supply of weapons to all parties” in the war-
torn country, Lakhdar Brahimi said in a speech on behalf of Ban at the
25th Arab summit in Kuwait.

He said the crisis in Syria, which broke out in March 2011 and killed
some 140,000 people, have been negatively affecting neighboring coun-
tries.

“The entire region is threatened to be included in this conflict, and
Lebanon is particularly exposed to these dangers,” he said.

He welcomed the unity of the international community in supporting
stability and security of Lebanon.

He said the Syrians were suffering from grave human rights violations,
with hundreds of people killed everyday and many others displaced.

He appreciated neighboring countries for hosting over 2.5 million
refugees, who were causing political, social, security and financial strains.
“It is our responsibility to help end this tragedy.”

Ban called for the revival of the political process, which were launched
in Geneva last January.

Ban, meanwhile, called on the Israelis and Palestinians to offer conces-
sions to achieve a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East.

He said the Palestinian people have a legitimate right to establish their
viable independent state, and Israel has a legitimate right to live in peace
within internationally-recognized borders.

But the continuation of settlement construction is violating the inter-
national law and threatening the peaceful solution of the conflict, he said.

“We should take decisive measures to achieve the two-state solution
by creating suitable circumstances to hold serious negotiations leading to
resolution of all major issues of the conflict and end the (Israeli) occupa-
tion that began in 1967,” he said.

Ban, on the other hand, commended the endorsement of new consti-
tution in Tunisia and said it was an “important step” in the transitional
process.

Ban expressed support to Yemen to achieve security, prosperity and
stability in the wake of conclusion of the national dialogue, which was
held in line with an initiative by the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

He said the UN was committed to helping Libya rebuild the country,
welcomed the determination of parties in Iraq to move towards parlia-
mentary elections and voiced backing to the government in Somalia.

Ban also underlined the importance of the roadmap in Egypt, while
urging the Sudanese government to address root causes of instability in
the western province of Darfur. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
attends the 25th Arab League summit at Bayan palace yesterday. Saudi Crown Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud

‘Stop weapon supply to all parties in Syria’

Egyptian President Adly Mansour 

The ruler of the United Arab Emirate of Fujairah, Sheikh Hamad
Al-Sharqi

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas

KUWAIT: According to an internal survey,
Warba Bank’s Call Center has received over
100,000 phone calls since launched in 2012.
The calls included attending quickly and
24/7 to the customers’ inquiries about the
diverse products and services provided by
the bank, and receiving customers’ sugges-
tions. Ahmed Al-Bukhari, Call Center
Manager at Warba Bank said: “Warba Bank’s
Call Center stands out for its unique strategy
aimed at developing staff skills, ensuring
that our customers receive the best banking
services at the highest professional stan-
dards in customer care area. This strategy
falls in line with Warba’s keenness to achieve
the highest levels of customers’ satisfaction.”

Al-Bukhari added: “The survey undoubt-
edly reflects customers’ high demand for
Warba Bank’s products and services, which
in turn enhances its leading role in provid-
ing the latest services and products in the
area of Islamic banking. The Call Center is
keen to abide by the highest international
quality standards in terms of responding
quickly to customer’s calls and fulfilling their
requirements.” It is noteworthy that the Call
Center Team is highly trained and holds the
International Certificate of Specialized Call

Center Programs from “CariZma Company”,
which is approved by its strategic partner
“The Call Center School” in the US.

Customers and shareholders can reach
Warba Call Center by dialling 1825555 to
enquire about the services and products
offered by the bank, including balance
enquiries, account opening application,
salary transfer, credit cards, Qard Hasan,
Murabaha, and deposits. In addition, they
can subscribe to the free SMS service.

Warba Bank, an Islamic Bank established
by virtue of an Amiri Decree, was officially
registered in the Central Bank of Kuwait’s
register of Islamic Banks on April 5th, 2010.
The State of Kuwait, represented by Kuwait
Investment Authority (KIA), owns 24% of the
bank’s total shares, while the remaining 76%
of shares, fully subscribed by the govern-
ment, has been equally allocated to all
Kuwaiti nationals. Warba Bank offers a range
of customized Sharia compliant services
and solutions which are available through
the banks three divisions of Retail Banking
Group, Corporate Banking Group, and
Investment and Treasury Group. Branching
out in 6 strategic locations, Warba Bank has
over 250 employees.

Warba’s Call Center received 

over 100,000 phone calls
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Religious sermons are usually characterized
with excessive use of eloquence in an attempt
to promote certain ideologies in more artistic

styles. It is an attempt that involves deliberate mix-
ture of religious and ideological speeches. Knowing
that appreciating art requires focusing on both a
speech’s form and content, what really matters in an
ideological one is only the content. What an artist
can do on stage cannot be done by a preacher on a
mosque’s pulpit. Unfortunately, some preachers may
opt to tragic performances by weeping to stimulate
collective weeping by their audiences. 

How many of us are capable of ignoring the
rhetorical side in an ideological speech and focus on
content instead? How many of us realize that persua-
sion mechanism is only related to brain cells’ activity
and have nothing to do with our vocal cords?
Shouting and crying are not persuasive enough
because the former is deafening and the latter is piti-
ful and pathetic. Both involve platitude and reflect
catastrophic failure in making logical arguments. 

When a preacher takes a mosque’s pulpit, he
starts talking about everything. For him, religion is
not a spiritual state, it is rather a totalitarian idea.
Therefore, he finds no harm in objecting to holding a
recreational festival, talk about the Arab Spring or
even intruding to the subject of black holes in
physics. Opting to discuss everything actually expos-
es lack of knowledge in any subject. 

Most of us find the Friday prayer sermon a chance
for soul and heart purification but how many of us
find it a chance to think something over and ask
questions? For instance, why do all Friday sermons
have the same form and style? Why do we find it
hard to predict what the sermon will be about by
hearing its introduction that is always the same in
every sermon? Why do most preachers refrain from
addressing worshippers’ minds? Why are the sim-
plest physics rules violated by the end of each Friday
prayer sermon? Why do they insist that some reli-
gious issues cannot be logically defended? It sounds
as if our Islamic history was void of clergymen like Al-
Netham Al-Mo’tazali or philosophers like Ibn Rushd. 

Asking questions call for contemplations. So, do
we think about what we hear or are too busy with
the rhetorical effects characterizing all sermons?
Years ago, and after the Friday prayer, I talked to
someone about the Aztecs in Mexico and how they
believed that the continuation of sunshine was
closely conditioned to cannibalism. And how that
was why the Aztecs come first amongst all primitive
peoples in presenting endless human sacrifices to
the gods. I will never forget that my interlocutors dis-
liked the idea of prioritizing religion to human bonds
and totally forgot that they had just listened to the
preacher telling the story of Prophet Ibrahim and his
son Ismail (PBUT), which involves the same idea and
goes beyond it! — Al-Jarida

Criticizing 

religious sermons

kuwait digest

By Fahd Rashid Al-Mutairi

Aljarida Kuwaiti newspaper mentioned on its
front page on March 9 a confidential report
about the tragic conditions inside nurseries

that are supervised by the social affairs ministry,
and how behavior in those homes have hit rock
bottom, either through the criminal acts commit-
ted there, as claimed by the media, such as using
drugs, alcohol and having firearms, or through the
behavior of some inmates and their strange prac-
tices. The report mentioned the places where the
crimes are committed and their types, and warned
against an expected explosion due to their
increased frequency, along with the continued
death among residents due to the bad situation of
some of them.

What most of the majority do not know that the
residents of those homes are of unknown fathers
or parents, and the crimes committed against
them, or what they commit in the form of criminal
acts is an inevitable result of the society ignoring
them, and our failure to face the truth our failure to
solve their problems, and the problems of those
who will came after them, due to our rejection of
admitting that there are orphans in our society.

What is being committed within the walls of
some homes of this society will lead to a great mis-
ery. What makes the tragedy of those worthy of
taking interest in it is the change that took place
within the society over the last three or four
decades, and the damage to its entity and ties. The
problem of orphans in Kuwait is eternal, and they
were absorbed quietly by well-to-do families or
those who did not have children adopted them
and granted them their full rights. 

Many of those foundlings are living among us
today as honored men and women, active in the
society and most of them do not know a thing
about their past, or do not care to know! Yet armies
of ignorance damaged this practice and closed the
adoption door, leaving small loopholes in it that
allow some people only to adopt, but it is a num-
ber that does not go with the normal increase of
their numbers. The problem is not in the social
affairs ministry as much as it is in the rarity of
courageous legislators who are able to face disput-
ed issues and issue a law to open the door for the
society to adopt those through a humane and
modern manner, instead of leaving their destiny to
government employees coupled with several inhu-
mane laws. 

Until such a day comes, the ministry of social
affairs, its bright minister and its undersecretary
can lessen the conditions of adoption, because
confronting what is going on in these homes is not
a solution because the criminals of those homes
today are the ones whose adoption applications
were rejected twenty years ago! — Al-Qabas

A child 

for sale
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By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

We the Kuwaiti people have two kinds of reac-
tions towards any event that happens on
the local scene. First, we create an unlimited

number of jokes and sarcastic comments on the top-
ic, which could be a positive method to admit, criti-
cize and correct our mistakes. And second, we find
someone else to put the blame on. We always play
the victim, and we always claim to be targeted by
those who are envious, evil or jealous. This method,
which wipes away any trace for sarcastic self-criticism,
puts us back to the position of the victim who is ‘tar-
geted by the whole world’ and ‘pure of all sin’.

Regardless of whether the issue is big or small, we
always are the helpless victims it seems. The Iraqi
invasion was the result of a sick, greedy enemy’s wish,
as if we never had a hand in feeding that monster for
years before and supporting him against the Iranian
people and his own people as well.

Bedoons’ protests are the result of a greedy desire
to make use of Kuwait’s wealth, or sometimes ‘foreign
interventions’ and ‘regional ambitions’. As if we have
never subjected bedoons to injustice and turned our
eyes away from the isolation of an actual part of our
society for years - or six generations of them. It is like
we have never restricted their movement, accommo-
dation, livelihood, education and even medical care.

Today, problems relating to domestic helpers and
increasing crime rate among those labor forces is
attributed to ‘underdevelopment’ and ‘violent nature’
of entire nations. It is as if we never recruit workers to
serve 24 hours a day, 7 days a week without any legal
way to regulate the relationship between workers
and employers and guarantee their rights, in what
looks like legalized slavery.

Following the murder of a young woman by her
family’s Ethiopian housemaid, accusations were
made not only against the domestic worker, but her
entire nation of having inhuman descriptions. In the
meantime, we haven’t thought for a moment about
our role in these events. I am not referring to the
deceased girl, who - God bless her soul - is a victim of
our negligence to this important and huge part of
our lives. We are neglecting the need for legalizing a
clear and detailed law that regulates the relationship
between us and domestic helpers who share our lives
in all of their details.

I am referring to all of us, an entire society that
refuses to bear responsibility for what happens to
and around it. Imagine going to work 7 days a week,
and working for 24 hours a day. Imagine having no
opportunities to live a day for yourself, wear a new
dress, spend time with close friends, see your family,
children, parents, and loved ones. Imagine having to
deal with a lot of scolding, blame, even insults and
sometime physical abuse, and then have no outlet or
a place to go to get your right.

You hear that if you go to the police, you will
become the suspect instead of the victim due to
‘wasta’ (connections), or even simply because of the
Kuwaiti collaboration against foreign workers. You
end up in a cell, don’t know what to do, and wait until
you are ‘shipped’ to a recruitment office or put on a
plane that sends you back home after spending all of
your life savings on the project to come to a foreign
country for a job that pays for your children’s food
and education.

Imagine going through all or part of that - is it not
enough to make you lose your mind and hurt your-
self or others? Not all domestic workers in Kuwait are
necessarily experiencing the things mentioned
above. However, we have enough cases to form a
strongly widespread phenomenon that creates an
imminent danger for our societies, and most impor-
tantly our humanity, and destroys both our lives and
hearts.

Maybe there are different justifications for certain
cases of violence. Maybe the deceased girl was a vic-
tim of the domestic worker’s mental disorder. This
alone is another problem that requires precautionary
procedures such as mental assessment for domestic
laborers. A positive assessment that respects workers
and prepares them for the work ahead, not one that
humiliates them.

The most important thing now is to look into the
issue entirely, without naive or angry reactions that
rage for a while and then go down before raging
again when a new calamity happens. We need specif-
ic laws that regulate the relationship between a
housemaid and her employer, laws that guarantee
rights of both, and eliminates each side’s responsibili-
ty towards the other - something that actually bene-
fits the employer more than the employee.

We want laws that respect the humanity of work-
ers by allowing them to benefit from a full weekly day
off, minimum wage, shelter and gradual steps for
complaint in case of verbal or physical abuse. This
step needs to be followed by other steps that correct
our path in a way that guarantees our humanity as
well as the rights and human decency of workers.
Without actual steps, without bearing the responsi-
bility, both we and domestic workers will continue to
suffer. We will lose security and more importantly, our
humanity. If the loss of two young women - the vic-
tim God bless her soul, and the domestic worker who
gave up to an evil or mental illness that led her to
commit her crime - does not ring alarm bells, then
what does? — Al-Jarida

Victim of our 

negligence
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By Dr Ebtihal Al-Khateeb

Many people were shocked or found a problem
with an MP’s recent proposal to remove fuel
subsidies in a bid to address traffic jams.

Frankly, no one can blame them without feeling guilty
because increasing fuel prices will disrupt the budgets
of many. However, it is important to point out and
explain that this proposal is the only logical way to
overcome the traffic crisis. Anything other than that
would be a waste of time and an opportunity to create
more traffic. I am sad to break it to the protestors that
increasing fuel prices will not be effective unless the
price is increased manifold, providing a true deterrent
to ‘aimless wandering’. I am talking about adding quar-
ter or half a dinar, not fifty or a hundred fils.

Road expansion, building roundabouts and setting
up traffic lights are all useless projects. If anything, it
would add to the problem by encouraging more peo-
ple to drive. Kuwait has one of the highest population
growth rates in the world. The increase in Kuwaitis’
population is paralleled by a double increase in expa-
triates’ population. This means that the crisis continues
to grow.

Meanwhile, proposals to ban certain individuals or
nationals of certain countries from driving are delu-
sional simply because they violate the simplest basics
of logic and human rights. Since we are talking about
fuel subsidies, we have to point out that the govern-
ment’s ‘stupid’ subsidization of everything leads to cre-
ating problems that the society, state and citizens can

avoid. Financial support for marriage encourages peo-
ple to have children, and increased birth rates leads to
demographic problems, the same way fuel subsidiza-
tion leads to traffic jams, electricity subsidization cre-
ates power shortages, and uncontrollable subsidiza-
tion of products creates garbage that the state and
society pay a lot to get rid of.

So what is required is, hold your breath, removing
government subsidization. Or in other words, the state
needs to collect the real costs of fuel, electricity, water,
flour and all other services currently provided at nomi-
nal prices. This will not be easy in light of the current
low wage level, however. Payrolls in Kuwait are
designed in accordance with the current services’ rates
and consumption costs. Therefore, charging con-
sumers the actual prices for services need to be pre-
ceded with a lucrative pay increase.

This might sound contradictory with the govern-
ment’s current rationalization calls and complaints
about budget imbalance. But it actually is not like
that at all. The increase in payrolls will return to the
state’s treasury through selling services offered at
their actual price. In return, citizens can save money
by rationalizing spending and abandoning overcon-
sumption that they got used to in light of the cheap
services they have access to since birth. No one is
going to lose anything. On the other hand, the socie-
ty, state and individuals will benefit both financially
and psychologically. — Al-Qabas

Remove all subsidies

kuwait digest

By Abdullatif Al-Duaij

Following the murder of a
young woman by her family’s
Ethiopian housemaid, 
accusations were made not
only against the domestic
worker, but her entire nation
of having inhuman 
descriptions. In the meantime,
we haven’t thought for a
moment about our role in
these events.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait successfully held a ‘Business Leaders Campaign’
(BLC) Program, holding its first speakers session at Kuwait
University - College of Business Administration, on Monday. The
BLC program is a five-part speaker series at universities organized
by INJAZ Kuwait, whereby leaders from across different industries
are invited to speak on different themes and engage with the
students.  

The focus of this session was ‘Banking and Finance: Industry
Leaders in Kuwait’ where prominent figures from the banking
industry spoke to over 100 university students from the College
of Business Administration. Speakers at this session were Salma
Hajjaj, GM of HR, Gulf Bank; Saleh Al Ateeqi, CEO of Boubyan
Capital; and Bader Al-Sumait, CEO Global Investment. 

Commenting on the launch of this campaign, Rana Al-Nibari,
CEO of INJAZ-Kuwait said, “The BLC program has been developed
with the aim of inspiring students to pursue a professional career
post-graduation by exposing them to success stories, experi-
ences and an overview of the challenges and opportunities of
each industry. Through this program and the valuable contribu-
tions the speakers make, students are being exposed to the reali-
ty of different industries and career options currently available in
the market. The sessions also open doors of opportunity for
internships within the different participating companies.” 

Salma Al-Hajjaj, General Manager Human Resources at Gulf
Bank and speaker at the Business Leaders program first session,
said: “I am very proud, both personally and as a representative of
Gulf Bank, to be with you on this important day. Mentoring pro-
grams such as these are just one of the initiatives that Gulf Bank
has undertaken with INJAZ, and we do so because we strongly
feel it is our responsibility, as an organization that is part of the
local community, to encourage the development and education
of our youth to help build a successful future for Kuwait.”

Saleh Al-Ateeqi, CEO of Boubyan Capital and speaker at the
BLC event said, “It’s important that students are motivated by
their successes and failures, both, equally. Success creates the
desire to excel further, and failure should also create the desire to
work harder to reach the desired end result. It’s a vicious cycle
that they need to learn to enjoy and benefit from at the same
time. The INJAZ-Kuwait BLC program addresses just that, as it
presents an excellent opportunity for students to learn more
about the challenges and hardships of the business world and
how one overcomes them, and hence the success stories that fol-
low”. 

KUWAIT: ‘Business Leaders Campaign’ Program in progress at Kuwait University - College of Business
Administration.

CBA hosts ‘Business 
Leaders Campaign’
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KUWAIT: A campaign by Ahmadi governorate municipality, led by the head of the emergency team Mishal Aba Al-Safi against butcher shops in Fahaheel and roaming vendors in
Wafra resulted in issuing nine citations including three for roaming vendors, two for working before receiving a health certificate, two for putting a sign without a permit. Around 200
kg of Kunafa were destroyed for being unfit for human consumption. —- Photos by Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A firefighter was arrested and charged with his
female companion with drug possession. The Kuwaiti
man was also charged with possession of an unlicensed
firearm, assaulting police officers on duty and resisting
arrest, while results of a blood toxicity test ordered by
officers will determine whether he would face charges of
drug abuse and driving under the influence. The fire-
fighter and the Arab woman were pulled over by special
task forces who ordered them to step outside of the vehi-
cle. The couple was taken to the Drug Control General
Department for further action. 

Passenger arrested
Kuwait  International  Airpor t  pol ice arrested a

Lebanese woman who arrived from her home country
with 300 narcotic pills. The drugs were discovered in the
woman’s luggage during a search which was conducted
after customs officials grew suspicious when they
noticed that she was nervous. The woman first claimed
that the pills were not drugs, but a test proved other-
wise. She was taken to the authorities to face charges. 

Fatal accident
A woman died in an accident reported at the Seventh

Ring Road Monday afternoon. The victim, a Kuwaiti in her
twenties, lost control over her sedan that lost balance
and crashed into a trailer truck that was stopped to take
a u-turn,  according to prel iminar y investigations.
Paramedics pronounced the victim dead on the scene
before criminal investigators were called to examine the

scene and take the body to the forensic department. The
truck’s driver was unharmed in the incident. A case was
filed. 

Women brawl 
A fugitive was arrested after she engaged in a fight

with another woman while watching a football match in
a Salmiya cafe on Sunday. The female sports fanatics
reportedly started brawling while watching the tradition-
al Spanish La Liga ‘El Clasico’ match between the Real
Madrid and Barcelona. People called police when they
couldn’t separate the two women who started fighting
over a dispute while each of them was rooting for a dif-
ferent team. The two were taken to the police station
where investigations revealed that one of them faces
three previous charges of public fighting in coffee shops
that ended up banning her for her behavior. The recent
fight happened at a cafe that the suspect had started
going to recently. The two women were referred to the
proper authorities for further action. 

Ex-husband charged
A woman filed a case against her ex-husband, accus-

ing him of divorcing her only one day after they got mar-
ried. She charged the man with theft, saying that he stole
her jewelry and returned her back to her family’s house
after they spent only one night together as a married
couple. The Arab woman gave information of her ex-hus-
band, a logic teacher at a private university in Kuwait.
The man is being summoned for questioning. 

Muggers nabbed
Ahmadi police arrested two people who mugged a

pedestrian while impersonating police detectives. The
Pakistani man had filed a case at the Fahaheel police sta-
tion, saying that the suspects stopped him in the area,
stole KD 720 and his smartphone before escaping.
Detectives identified the suspect using the license plate
number of their car that the victim provided. They arrested
one of them who confessed after his victim identified him
in a police lineup. The suspect gave information of his
accomplice who was found and arrested in Sabahiya. The
two were taken to the public prosecution after questioning
to face charges. 

Dead sea mammals

number up to 17

KUWAIT: Two more dead sea mammals washed
ashore the Kuwaiti coastline recently, raising the
number of marine species found dead in the past
few weeks to 17 since the first whale was discov-
ered at Failaka Island nearly a month ago.
Meanwhile, local environment groups are yet to
release test results that show the reasons behind
the death of whales, dolphins and porpoises found
on Kuwait’s southern coastline.

The latest animals, two finless porpoises, were
discovered by environmentalists at an undisclosed
location on the Kuwaiti shore, according to Wujdan
Al-Uqab, the General Secretary of the Kuwait
Environment Protection Society. Uqab explained
that announcing the results remains pending fur-
ther tests on samples taken from the carcass of
every dead animal “in order to match the results
and verify whether all animals were killed by the
same cause or not”.

Starvation, suffocation, and poisoning were
mentioned by environmentalists as possible causes
for the marine species’ deaths, but evidence to sup-
port the arguments were never made to the public.
One report suggested that Failaka’s whale, which
belonged to a blue whale species, may have digest-
ed plastic bags that blocked its air passage, but oth-
er reports later came to suggest that it might have
died after failing to find the species of crustaceans
that it naturally feeds on in the Arabian Gulf waters
which it entered through the Indian Ocean.

Independent environmental groups had also
speculated that pollution could have led to the
marine deaths, citing ‘oil spots’ detected in the
waters near a dolphin found dead at Khairan beach.
But all this remain speculations until bodies such as
the KEPS, Environment Public Authority and Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research release their test
results and reveal the real reason behind the phe-
nomenon. “We continue to follow up with the test
procedures in detail and will announce the results
as soon as they are revealed,” Uqab told Al-Qabas
daily, ‘categorically’ denying that the results are
being delayed to ‘hide’ the real reasons. 

Firefighter, companion

held with drugs, gun
Women brawl during El Clasico 

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait opened the third
annual Ya Zain Turathna campaign at the Modern Arts
Museum. Top CBK officials attended the inaugural ceremo-
ny including Chairman Ali Al-Mousa and Public Relations
and Advertising Department Director Sheikha Nouf Al-
Sabah.

The event started with highlighting the CBK’s efforts in
reviving Kuwait’s heritage during the past few years, fol-
lowed by an educational film about words and good habits
of the Kuwaitis in olden days.

Assistant General Manager - Media and Public Relations
Department Amani Al-Waraa then delivered a speech in
which she indicated that the campaign comes as part of
the CBK’s social responsibilities that include charity and
support for social activities. She added that the campaign’s
main objective is to allow the current generation to learn
about their ancestors’ social lives, daily life activities, cus-
toms and traditions.

CBK inaugurates cultural campaign

CBK staff dressed in traditional clothes welcomed
guests to the museums’ square which was decorated in tra-
ditional setting to host the campaign’s opening ceremony.

KUWAIT: Popular community portal IndiansinKuwait.com (IIK)
has announced one of its kind Indian Education Exhibition “IIK
EDU EXPO” in Kuwait. The first ever IIK Edu Expo will be held
here for two days, on March 28 and 29. The first day expo will
be in Crowne Plaza, Farwaniya on Friday and the second day
will be held at Al Rayan Hall, Mughal Mahal restaurant,
Fahaheel. Both days, the expo will start from 10am to 8pm.

The expo will give a good opportunity to the parents and
students seeking admissions to higher educations in India.
Reputed business schools, medical and engineering colleges
and universities in India will be participating in the expo to
showcase the latest educational opportunities available in
India.

This first ever pioneering endeavour from
IndiansinKuwait.com will be a one-stop destination that caters
to the needs of young expats in Kuwait. This will give students
an opportunity to meet face-to-face with representatives from
Indian Universities and Institutions directly and ask them their
burning questions, get advice on their applications and more.

Participating institutes are Amity University, Manipal
University, Nitte University, Birla Institute of Technology and
more...

In a unique opportunity, IIK offers the visitors to the expo a
unique chance to win a Mini i-Pad by pre-registering for the
expo. Those who wish to attend the expo can pre-register
their names at http://indiansinkuwait.com/Campaign/eduex-

Chess tourney

kicks off Thursday

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of the National Real
Estate Company, the 7th International Chess
Tournament kicks off this Thursday at Souq Sharq, one
of the company’s projects in Kuwait.

On that regard, Faisal Al-Sarraf, secretary of the
Kuwait Mental Sports Club which hosts the event,
announced that preparations are complete to host the
tournament in coordination with a technical and
administrative team which will supervise the contests. 

He further expressed gratitude to the NREC for pro-
viding the financial awards allocated for the top ten
finalists. Registrations can be made at the Kuwait
Mind Sports Club building in Qadsiya block 1, street
10, house 7.

Stage set for Indian education exhibition 

po/. A lucky winner will get a Mini iPad at the end of the expo.
Admission is free to the expo on both days, and it is open

to everyone.
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WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama will seek to ease
Saudi concerns that he is neglecting an old ally when he vis-
its Riyadh on Friday, months after top Saudis objected to
what they saw as a growing rapprochement between
Washington and their rival Iran. Rifts over Middle East policy
came to a head last year when Washington worked with oth-
er powers to ease sanctions on Iran in exchange for conces-
sions on its disputed nuclear program, and backed away
from air strikes on Tehran’s ally Syria.

Senior figures in predominantly Sunni Muslim Saudi
Arabia - which competes for influence in the region with
Shiite Muslim power Iran - warned in October and November
there might be a “major shift” away from Washington and
Riyadh might “go it alone”. Obama, on his first trip to the
world’s top oil producer since 2009, is expected to try to clear
the air after the rare public spat, and to find common ground
on Syria’s civil war and the Israeli-Palestinian peace process,
said officials.

“He wouldn’t be going to Saudi Arabia, he wouldn’t be
seeing the king, if he didn’t feel the need to reassure them so
that they don’t go off on tangents that will in effect... not only
not be productive but could be destructive,” said Dennis
Ross, Obama’s former top Middle East adviser. Although the
United States is no longer a major importer of Saudi oil,
Riyadh remains important to Washington for its cooperation

in fighting Al-Qaeda and its influence with other Arab states,
particularly as Obama pushes for an extension of US-spon-
sored Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. For Riyadh’s ruling
princes, Washington has always been the ultimate guarantor
of security, using its military clout to contain regional threats.

“The two countries have clear differences, but these do
not really affect them working together towards the peace
and security of the region,” said Abdullah Al-Askar, head of
the foreign affairs committee in the Shoura Council, a body
appointed by King Abdullah to advise on government poli-
cies. However, the Saudis sharply faulted Obama for his
response to the 2011 Arab uprisings, accusing him of discard-
ing old allies who were ousted in revolts and of failing to
stand up to their main regional rivals the Muslim
Brotherhood and Iran. In Syria, the Saudis see the civil war -
pitting mostly Sunni rebels against President Bashar Al-
Assad, whose Alawite sect is an offshoot of Shiite Islam - as a
pivotal battle in a wider struggle for Middle East influence
with Iran. Saudi Arabia has supported Syria’s rebels while
Tehran has backed Assad - echoing their support for oppos-
ing sides in other often sectarian conflicts in Iraq, Lebanon,
Bahrain and Yemen.

Syrian crisis
When Obama failed to bomb Assad’s forces following a

poison gas attack in Damascus in August the Saudis were
furious, believing they had been misled about Washington’s
intentions. Their concerns were then compounded by the
announcement in November that Washington had agreed a
preliminary nuclear deal with Iran. The White House defend-
ed Obama’s policies, and some US officials privately likened
the Saudi outbursts - all but unprecedented for a kingdom
that prefers to conduct diplomacy in the shadows - to a tem-
per tantrum that would have little lasting effect on bilateral
ties. But both sides now cast the president’s visit as a chance
to showcase a strong alliance. “We will be reinforcing some of
our most important relationships in the Middle East,” Susan
Rice, Obama’s national security adviser, told reporters in
Washington on Friday.

A senior Saudi official said bilateral ties between Riyadh
and the United States were very robust, broad and institu-
tionalized, adding that they shared many objectives and
worked closely on an array of issues. He described differences
on Syria and Iran as being over tactics, rather than strategic
objectives, and said Obama’s visit was not about mending
fences, but part of the regular high-level consultations
between two leaders. That sanguine take on the relationship
may be based on a sense in Riyadh that its concerns over
some of Obama’s policies last year are fading, and a recogni-
tion that no other country can replace the American security

umbrella in the Gulf.
Washington appears to be finding an accommodation

with Egypt’s military rulers, any big steps forward in the
nuclear deal with Iran still seem a long way off and adminis-
tration officials are increasingly vocal about their impatience
with Assad. Saudi leaders have hoped from early in the Syrian
conflict for more US support for the rebels, which they see as
crucial to transform them into a convincing enough force on
the battlefield to push Assad’s foreign backers towards a deal.
Gulf officials said there was now a sense that deeper US
engagement in Syria’s crisis may become possible with time,
citing Washington’s frustration at Assad’s slowness in surren-
dering chemical weapons, even though the Obama adminis-
tration has made clear it will not intervene militarily.

“There’s no doubt that President Obama will face
demands, requests, expectations from his Gulf counterparts
to try and address that military balance in ways that could
help resolve the conflict,” Tamara Cofman Wittes, assistant
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs from 2009-12, told
reporters on a recent conference call. Wittes, director of the
Saban Center for Middle East studies in Washington, said it
would be hard for Obama to “get through this trip in an effec-
tive manor without having some clear decisions” about how
far the United States could go in helping the Syrian opposi-
tion in coordination with Gulf allies. —  Reuters

Obama aims to soothe Saudi fears 
US rapprochement with Iran worries Riyadh 

THE HAGUE: US President Barack Obama (screens) addresses the closing session of the Nuclear Security Summit (NSS) in The Hague yesterday. Thirty-five countries committed to bolstering nuclear security, backing a global drive
spearheaded by US President Barack Obama to prevent dangerous materials falling into the hands of terrorists. — AFP (See Page 9)



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2014

News

American reporter 
denied Saudi visa

THE HAGUE: The White House yesterday said it was
“deeply disappointed” that Saudi Arabia had denied a
visa to a US citizen working for Israeli newspaper The
Jerusalem Post to cover President Barack Obama’s trip
to the kingdom later this week. Saudi Arabia does not
recognize Israel, but has said it is willing to change
that if Tel Aviv agrees to a peace plan it proposed that
involved creating a Palestinian state and allowing
Palestinian refugees to return to their former homes.
“We are deeply disappointed that this credible jour-
nalist was denied a visa,” White House spokeswoman
Bernadette Meehan said in a statement. “We will con-
tinue to register our serious concerns about this
unfortunate decision.” The Jerusalem Post said on its
website that Obama’s national security adviser Susan
Rice and her deputy, Tony Blinken, had expressed dis-
pleasure to Saudi Arabia over the delay in processing
reporter Michael Wilner’s application and its potential
refusal. The paper said Wilner is a Jewish American
who does not hold Israeli citizenship and has never
lived in Israel. 

Bus crash kills 30 
in west Thailand

BANGKOK: A double-decker bus carrying municipal
workers on a field trip in western Thailand plunged off
a steep road and into a ravine, killing at least 30 peo-
ple and injuring 22 others, officials said yesterday. The
accident Monday night was the latest fatal crash on a
mountain road in Tak province known for its treacher-
ous dips and turns where 300 accidents occurred last
year, said provincial governor Suriya Prasatbunditya.
The road is frequented by buses and trucks traveling
to and from the border with Myanmar. The driver was
trying to pass cars on a winding downhill road when it
skidded off the edge and flipped several times as it
tumbled about 30 meters into a valley before crashing
into a tree, Suriya said, recounting what other drivers
who witnessed the accident told police. The driver,
who survived the accident with a broken rib, said he
tried to slow down but claimed the brakes stopped
working, Suriy said. The bus was one of four carrying
local workers and villagers Monday night from Tak to
northeastern Thailand. “Accidents happen on this road
very often,” Suriya said. “We’ve put warning signs up
to caution road users but the accidents keep happen-
ing.”

5 bodies found in US
plane crash wreckage

DENVER: The bodies of five people were found inside
the wreckage of a single-engine plane that crashed
into a cold, murky reservoir in southwestern Colorado
over the weekend, authorities said Monday. The
wreckage will have to be brought to shore before the
bodies can be removed, Ouray (yoo-RAY’) County
spokeswoman Marti Whitmore said. The plane is
about 60 or 70 feet underwater and upside down in
about 3 feet of silt, officials said. A salvage team is
expected to begin raising the wreckage today. The
bodies were spotted with a remote-control video
camera, and divers confirmed them, Whitmore said.
Authorities haven’t released the identities of the vic-
tims but said the flight originated in Gadsden, Ala. The
single-engine Socata TBM700 crashed at about 2 pm
Saturday into Ridgway Reservoir, about 25 miles
south of Montrose and about 180 miles southwest of
Denver. The plane was bound for Montrose and had
made an intermediate stop in Bartlesville, Okla.,
Federal Aviation Administration spokesman Ian
Gregor said. The cause of the crash isn’t yet known.
According to preliminary reports, the pilot reported
that the plane was in a spin before losing communica-
tion, National Transportation Safety Board spokesman
Eric Weiss said Monday.

Russian Professor fired for 
criticizing Crimea takeover

MOSCOW: One of Russia’s most prestigious universi-
ties faced accusations yesterday of “political censor-
ship” after it sacked a prominent professor for com-
paring Russia’s takeover of Crimea to Nazi Germany’s
annexation of Austria. The Moscow State Institute of
International Affairs (MGIMO), which is run by the
Russian foreign ministry, on Monday said it had dis-
missed philosophy professor Andrei Zubov for his
public criticism of Russia’s actions in Ukraine’s Crimea
region. Zubov on March 1 published an opinion piece
in Vedomosti business daily where he compared
Russia’s absorption of Crimea with the Anschluss of
1938 when Nazi Germany annexed Austria. MGIMO
said in a statement that it had terminated his contract
and dismissed him from the university. The university
said that Zubov’s “statements on the events in Ukraine
and Russia’s foreign policy cause outrage and bewil-
derment within the university.” “They go against the
course of Russia’s foreign policy (and) expose the
actions of the government to reckless and irresponsi-
ble criticisms,” it said. “This is discrimination against
me for my political views,” Zubov told AFP, adding that
he planned to appeal his dismissal. The university said
Zubov had been handed an official warning on March
5 over his “public statements on the events on
Ukraine and Crimea... about their incompatibility with
the status of a professor at MGIMO.” 

Ukraine far-right 
figure shot dead 

KIEV: A prominent Ukrainian far-right activist, part of
a hard-line nationalist movement that played a lead-
ing role in the overthrow of President Viktor
Yanukovich, was shot dead by police overnight,
authorities said yesterday. The Interior Ministry said
Oleksander Muzychko, also known as Sashko Bily, was
killed by officers of the ‘Sokol’ special unit as he tried
to escape from a cafe in the western Ukrainian region
of Rivne. “At the moment of arrest, at shouts of “Stop!
Police!”, Muzychko fled, jumping through a window,
and opened fire”,  first deputy Interior Minister
Volodymyr Yevdokimov told a news conference in
Kiev. The officers returned fire, killing Muzychko, he
said. Muzychko was a member of the hard-line Right
Sector and the group’s coordinator for western
Ukraine, the country’s nationalist heartland bordering
the European Union. Police said he was wanted for
“hooliganism” and an attack on a local prosecutor.
Russia - which cited the likes of Right Sector as justifi-
cation for its move to annex Crimea and protect the
peninsula’s ethnic Russian majority from Ukrainian
“fascists” - said this month Muzychko was under inves-
tigation for fighting alongside rebels in Russia’s
Chechnya region in the 1990s. Contradicting the
police account, independent lawmaker Oleksander
Doniy said on his Facebook page that Muzychko had
been executed. Muzychko had previously said he
feared being killed by police. 

in brief

Aleppo bears brunt of Syria war 
Syria fragmenting into Alawites, Islamists, Kurdish

ALEPPO: Aleppo is central to President Bashar Al-Assad’s goal
of rescuing a viable state from the ruins of Syria; hence the
grim message from his forces to its residents, that one equals
five. “We told them every shell (they fire) equals five barrel
bombs,” said Amar, a local policeman in the city, who argued
that any civilians hit by the highly destructive improvised
weapons deserved it for tolerating “terrorists”. “They didn’t
believe us and they continued launching shells, so the army
responded with a pounding of barrel bombs.” 

Almost two years after rebels grabbed half of Syria’s
biggest city, they are on the defensive, with government
forces advancing on three sides. If Assad can retake Aleppo,
he would be back in control of Syria’s three largest cities, a bul-
wark for the Mediterranean provinces of Latakia and Tartous
which form the heartland of his minority Alawite sect. With
the rest of the country split between autonomous Kurdish
areas in the northeast and a range of Sunni Islamist rebel
groups in the east, Syria’s fragmentation could become irre-
versible. 

The battle for Aleppo ebbs and flows - the rebels regained
some high ground at the weekend - but Assad’s forces struck
back on Monday, dropping barrel bombs from helicopters on
several rebel-held districts in the east. The military ramped up
its offensive in December, pummeling civilian areas with
scores of barrel bombs, made from oil drums packed with

explosives and shrapnel that cause massive and indiscrimi-
nate destruction.

In six weeks, they killed more than 700 people, mostly civil-
ians, and forced tens of thousands more from their homes.
Khadija and her six children fled their home in the eastern dis-
trict of Al-Sukkari when it was struck by a barrel bomb in late
January. They passed through the “death crossing” - a 100-
metre stretch of sniper territory between Aleppo’s eastern and
western halves - hoping for a better life on the other side.
“When we reached the government side, the soldiers viciously
beat us with a stick,” she said. Denied a residency permit to
live in government-held territory, they sleep wherever they
find shelter, moving every few days to evade security forces.

Collective punishment
New York-based Human Rights Watch said on Monday that

satellite images showed 340 sites hit in opposition-controlled
Aleppo between early November and late February. The dam-
age appeared “strongly consistent with the detonation of
highly explosive unguided bombs.” Western powers have
condemned the use of barrel bombs as a war crime, but they
continue to fall nearly every day in Aleppo and other parts of
Syria where more than 140,000 people have died in three
years of war. The bombardment has uprooted thousands of
people, some of whom fled to neighboring Turkey while oth-

ers, like Khadija, moved to government-controlled areas of
Aleppo, where they have been forced to camp on the street
and in parks and schools.

Abeer, an Aleppo-based researcher with the Jesuit
Refugee Service, said Assad’s forces were even bombing gov-
ernment-held districts once controlled by rebels as part of
what she called a government “policy of collective punish-
ment”. 

“They continue to strike neighborhoods with barrel
bombs to punish their residents for embracing the opposi-
tion fighters when they entered,” she said. Some of those
forced to flee live on the streets, often with only a flimsy tar-
paulin for shelter. Others have sought cover in school build-
ings, packed into classrooms by the dozen even as pupils
attend lessons, stirring social tension in a city once reknown
for its religious and political diversity. “Aleppo is enduring a
dreadful type of social fragmentation because of the hatred
between its residents, and the increased number of displaced
people has deepened this fragmentation,” Abeer said. Abdel
Jabar and his family escaped a barrel bomb attack in January,
but have since lived as outcasts in a public garden on the oth-
er side of the city. Security forces forbade them from living
with relatives in a government-held district, he said. “The
authorities impose residency restrictions on us as if we are
strangers in our own country.” — Reuters

Twitter ban

widens Turkish

leaders’ rift

ISTANBUL: It was arguably the strong partnership between
Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and President
Abdullah Gul that tightened their party’s grip on power over
the past decade.  But Erdogan’s controversial ban on Twitter
last week, as well as a vast corruption scandal that erupted
late last year, has exposed a deep-seated rift between the two
ahead of crucial local elections on March 30.  Turkey’s 10 mil-
lion Twitter users were banned Thursday from accessing the
site after Erdogan vowed to “wipe out” the messaging service,
which has been used by to publish damaging allegations
against his government.  

Western leaders and rights groups denounced the move as
a violation of free speech. But more surprising, perhaps, was
the swift condemnation from Gul-a frequent user of social
media-who labeled the move “unacceptable”. “This is of course
an unpleasant situation for such a developed country as
Turkey, which has weight in the region and which is negotiat-
ing with the European Union,” he told reporters Sunday. “I
believe this problem will be over soon.” Some commentators
say the latest clash highlights the different styles of the two
men, who co-founded the Islamic-rooted Justice and
Development Party (AKP) in 2001 and have remained close
allies since then.

Gul acted as Turkey’s caretaker prime minister for four
months before Erdogan-then banned from politics because of
a conviction for reciting an Islamic poem-was able to take
office after the AKP’s election win in 2002.  Together they saw
off a 2007 attempt by the army to prevent the AKP from secur-
ing the presidency and a bid by the judiciary to ban the party
in 2008.  “The president takes advantage of the prime minis-
ter’s wrath. Whenever Erdogan makes people angry, Gul
adopts a conciliatory tone,” said Serkan Demirtas of the
Hurriyet Daily News. “The Twitter case once again demonstrat-
ed the great differences in their style,” he told AFP.

Discord between the two first began to surface in June last
year, when protests erupted across Turkey over what critics
say is the creeping authoritarianism of Erdogan’s regime. Riot
police reacted with a heavy hand, deploying tear gas and
water cannons against the crowds. More than 8,000 people
were injured and at least eight killed in the clashes. Erdogan
labeled police tactics as “heroic”, even as international con-
demnation poured in. Gul, by contrast, took a more moderate
tone, instead encouraging peaceful protests. 

And in the graft scandal-the biggest in Turkey’s history-he
has taken a firmly opposite stance to Erdogan.  The crisis erupt-
ed in December when dozens of leading businessmen and
political figures, including the sons of three ministers, were
rounded up in police raids in Istanbul and Ankara. In response,
the firebrand prime minister waged war against the judiciary,
calling the corruption probe an “attempted assassination” and
a “judicial coup”.  Erdogan has responded by sacking hundreds
of police and prosecutors believed to be linked to US-exiled
cleric Fethullah Gulen and pushed through unpopular laws,
including curbs on the Internet and the judiciary. 

‘Good cop, bad cop’ 
Gul, if not openly critical of Erdogan before the Twitter ban,

has repeatedly spoken out in support of judicial independ-
ence. He is also seen as being closer to Gulen, whose move-
ment wields considerable influence in the police and judiciary
and is accused by the government of instigating the bribery
probe.  Ersin Kalaycioglu, professor at Istanbul Policy Center,
says that the two are just “playing good cop, bad cop like they
always do”.  “Gul is not that innocent. If he was really opposed
to Erdogan, he would not have approved the Internet and the
judiciary bills,” he said. —AFP

ALEPPO: A Syrian man evacuates a child found in the rubble of a residential building reportedly hit by an explosives-filled barrel dropped by a government forces helicopter
in Aleppo.—AFP 
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THE HAGUE: Thirty-five countries yesterday
committed to bolstering nuclear security, back-
ing a global drive spearheaded by US President
Barack Obama to prevent dangerous materials
falling into the hands of terrorists. In a joint state-
ment issued on the sidelines of the third biennial
Nuclear Security Summit (NSS), the countries
pledged to work closer together and submit to
“peer reviews periodically” of their sensitive
nuclear security regimes. 

The nations-including Israel, Kazakhstan,
Morocco and Turkey but not Russia-vowed to
“realize or exceed” the standards set out in a
series of guidelines laid down by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to
safeguard nuclear materials. These are the “clos-
est things we have to international standards for
nuclear security”, US Energy Secretary Ernest
Moniz told reporters as he presented the pledge.

Obama has made improving nuclear safety
one of the figurehead foreign policies of his pres-
idency and said in 2009 that nuclear terrorism
was “the most immediate and extreme threat to
global security”. Frans Timmermans, foreign min-
ister of the Netherlands, which is hosting the
summit of more than 50 countries, acknowl-
edged that nuclear security had to remain a
“national responsibility” but said closer interna-

tional cooperation could be “a direct contribution
in preventing nuclear material becoming a secu-
rity risk”. Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, open-
ing the two-day talks on Monday, said there were
“almost 2,000 tons of weapons-usable material in
circulation worldwide” and stressed that “security
has to be our constant concern”.

‘Important accomplishment’
Analysts hailed the joint pledge but voiced

concern that not all countries had signed up-
notably Russia, with its outstanding stockpile of
Soviet-era weapons. Miles Pomper, an expert at
the California-based James Martin Center for
Nonproliferation Studies, said the statement was
“the most important accomplishment of the
summit”. But he added: “We need to get the rest
of the summit members to sign up to it, especial-
ly Russia, and we need to find a way to make this
into permanent international law.” Shin Chang-
Hoon, analyst at the Asan Institute for Policy
Studies in South Korea, highlighted the peer
review commitment in the pledge as “an impor-
tant part of nuclear security”. “This will probably
be the legacy of the NSS, more than the final
communique,” he added.

According to a draft final statement obtained
by AFP, leaders will push to reduce stockpiles of

highly enriched uranium, which can be used to
make an atomic bomb, and convert it to safer
lower enriched uranium. Michelle Cann, senior
policy analyst at the Partnership for Global
Security, said that despite the fanfare surround-
ing the pledge, “the real question is when the
remaining third of states will announce their
commitment to these principles too”. The sum-
mit has been overshadowed by the crisis in
Ukraine, with Obama gathering his G7 allies on
Monday to effectively expel Russia from the top
table by scrapping a G8 meeting planned in
Sochi in June.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has
warned that the West’s failure to defend Ukraine
from Russian aggression should not be seen as
an invitation to other states to acquire nuclear
weapons. Ukraine gave up its huge Soviet-era
nuclear arsenal in exchange for guarantees from
the West and Russia that its sovereignty would
be safeguarded. These assurances have been
“seriously undermined”, said Ban. “This should
not serve as an excuse to pursue nuclear
weapons, which will only increase insecurity and
isolation.” The first NSS was held in Washington
in 2010, with a follow-up summit in Seoul before
this year’s event in The Hague. Washington will
again host the final summit in 2016.— AFP 

35 nations sign up to strict

nuclear security standards

Nuclear terrorism the most immediate, extreme threat

CHICAGO: The crash of a Chicago commuter
train that derailed and plowed up an escala-
tor at one of the world’s busiest airports
would have been far worse, and likely fatal,
had it not happened how and when it did, a
transportation expert says. Federal investiga-
tors aren’t saying what may have caused the
Chicago Transit Authority train to jump its
tracks around 3 am Monday, screech across a
concrete platform and crash up a heavily
used escalator that takes travelers and work-
ers into O’Hare International Airport.
Investigators were expected back on the
scene today. “It is a miracle that nobody died,”
said Joseph Schwieterman, a transportation
expert at DePaul University.

Had the crash occurred during the day,
when the trains are often full and the escala-
tor packed with luggage-carrying travelers,
far more people likely would have been
injured, some even killed, he said. The crash
injured more than 30 people, all of whom
were on the train, though none suffered life-
threatening injuries. “A train running up a

(crowded) escalator could have been a worst
case scenario,” Schwieterman said. “When
pedestrians are hit by a train, it is usual fatal.”
He also noted that jumping the track likely
dissipated the train’s forward movement, thus
lessening the accident’s severity. A more
abrupt stop would have more violently
slammed people into the train’s seats and
walls, he said. The union representing the
train operator said fatigue may have played a
role in the crash in a tunnel at O’Hare, the sec-
ond busiest US airport, suggesting the
woman may have dozed off.

The operator, who was not immediately
identified, had started work at around 8 pm
on Sunday but had recently put in a lot of
overtime, Amalgamated Transit Union Local
308 President  Robert Kelly said Monday
afternoon. Kelly said she underwent standard
drug and alcohol tests after the derailment,
and he said she assured him they were not an
issue. Asked whether she may have nodded
off, Kelly responded, “The indication is there.
Yes.” — AP 

THE HAGUE: Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov (third from top right corner) watches as US President Barack Obama (second left front row)
and Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte talk while posing for a family photo on the last day of the Nuclear Security Summit (NSS) in The Hague,
Netherlands yesterday.—AP 

‘Miracle’ no deaths in 

US airport train crash

18, 108, 176? How many 

missing from landslide?
SEATTLE: Three days after a huge landslide
destroyed a small community in rural
Washington state, authorities still had no
firm idea how many people were missing,
possibly buried in the tangled mess of
mud, trees and debris. And the potential
number keeps fluctuating wildly - first it
was 18, then 108, then 176. The changing
figure has added to the confusion of a res-
cue and recovery operation that has
involved aircraft, heavy equipment, trained
search crews, and desperate friends and
family using chain saws and their bare
hands to pick through the debris.

Why is the number changing?
Officials are compiling the list from calls

from worried family members, friends and
locals. Snohomish County Emergency
Management Director John Pennington
said the number of potential missing likely
includes duplicate names as people phone
in reports about the same person.
Authorities are working through the list,
being extra cautious before they make con-
clusions.

Are there really more?
Almost certainly not. Pennington said

“the 176, I believe very strongly is not a
number we’re going to see in fatalities. I
believe it’s going to drop dramatically.”

How many lived there?
The information-gathering process has

been complicated by the nature of the
rural area 55 miles north of Seattle where
the slide hit Saturday morning. Pennington
said officials have determined it included
49 parcels containing some kind of struc-
ture - including manufactured homes, a
cabin and vacation properties. Not every
structure was occupied full time. Some
were only used sporadically.  Complicating
matters further is the fact that it’s believed
some nonresidents were working in the
area and some victims may have been
driving through the state highway that
was also covered by mud.

Why is it taking so long?
The debris field is a huge, dangerous

mess - 15 feet thick in some places. “It’s
muddy, in areas it’s like quicksand,” said
Snohomish County Fire District 21 Chief
Travis Hots. “One of the folks out there told
me, ‘Chief, sometimes it takes five minutes
to walk 40 or 50 feet.’” Searchers are also
running into gasoline and septic discharge
and dealing with ground that geologists
warn remains unstable.

Will they find more survivors?
Authorities insist rescue operations are

continuing, but as more time passes they
concede that hope is fading. “Most of us in
these communities do not believe we’ll
find anyone alive,” Pennington said. “I’m a
man of faith and I believe in miracles.”— AP 
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India police arrest 
top militant leader

NEW DELHI: Indian police arrested yesterday
the alleged head of militant group the Indian
Mujahideen, blamed for a string of deadly
attacks including one at a rally in October by
election frontrunner Narendra Modi, reports
said. New Delhi police arrested Tehseen Akhtar,
23, alias Monu, one of India’s most wanted men,
just days after the home-grown militant group’s
Pakistani bomb maker was also taken into cus-
tody. The top officer of Delhi’s anti-terror cell, S N
Shrivastava, confirmed the arrest to the Press
Trust of India news agency, without giving fur-
ther details. Police have called a press confer-
ence for later. With the country on high security
alert for national elections starting next month,
local media said the arrest was a major break-
through. The banned Indian Mujahideen came
to public attention in November 2007 following
serial blasts in the state of Uttar Pradesh. It is
accused of a number of attacks since including
in Mumbai, Bangalore, New Delhi and Pune that
have killed hundreds. The group was also
blamed for a series of small bomb blasts that
killed six people at a rally by Hindu hardliner
Modi, the main opposition’s prime ministerial
candidate, in October last year. Although a
favorite of India’s business community and lead-
ing in opinion polls, Modi is despised by many
Muslims. 

Uganda recovers 107 
bodies from disaster

KAMPALA: Uganda said yesterday it has recov-
ered 107 bodies, including 57 children, after a
boat capsized at the weekend on Lake Albert, on
the border with the Democratic Republic of
Congo. The boat, which was packed with
refugees from the DRC hoping to return home
from a camp in Uganda, was believed to have
been carrying up to 250 people when it over-
turned on Saturday. “The exact number of pas-
sengers on board has yet to be established,”
Uganda’s Refugees Minister Hillary Onek told
reporters. “The number of bodies recovered are
44 females, 63 males. Among them are 57 chil-
dren. The total number of the dead is 107.” The
minister said 45 people had been rescued after
the disaster, adding that police, armed forces
marine units and civilian fishing boats were still
searching for bodies. Navigation on central
Africa’s Great Lakes can be as perilous as sailing
in high seas when the weather is rough.
Accidents often lead to very high casualty tolls,
partly because of a lack of life-jackets and also
because relatively few people know how to
swim. Saturday’s disaster happened just days
after the DRC authorities launched a campaign
to enforce the wearing of life-jackets aboard all
boats on the large nation’s many waterways. 

15 killed in CAR 
capital Bangui

BANGUI: At least 15 people have been killed in
the Central African Republic capital of Bangui
since Saturday as a result of clashes involving
armed groups and foreign peacekeepers, offi-
cials and residents said yesterday. “At least 15
bodies have been picked up by Red Cross volun-
teers at the scene of the fighting,” on the out-
skirts of the commercial PK-5 district, a Central
African Red Cross official said, asking not to be
named. Muslim residents have been besieged
for weeks by the majority Christian “anti-balaka”
militia and by looters in this part of the city.
Fighting between the rival communities broke
out at the weekend. Yesterday morning, a brief
bout of gunfire broke out in PK-5, where soldiers
of an African Union intervention force (MISCA)
have been deployed, backed by French troops
of Operation Sangaris. Both forces are working
to disarm militia fighters. During the fighting
since the weekend, both French and African
troops opened fire, according to military
sources. They shot dead eight members of the
anti-balaka, including a militia leader, local resi-
dents said. On Monday, which was the first
anniversary of the ouster of president FranÁois
Bozize by the mainly Muslim Seleka rebel
alliance that went on to rule for 10 months, MIS-
CA and French soldiers were deployed in
strength around Bangui. 

Malian coup leader 
ends hunger strike 

BAMAKO: The leader of a military coup that
plunged Mali into chaos two years ago, allowing
Islamists to seize its desert north, has aban-
doned a hunger strike to protest against the
conditions of his detention, military sources
said. General Amadou Sanogo was arrested and
charged with complicity in kidnapping in
November with regard to the disappearance
during the 2012 coup of dozens of paratroopers
loyal to toppled President Amadou Toumani
Toure. He had begun a hunger strike on
Wednesday after he was transferred to the lake-
side town of Selingue, a popular tourist destina-
tion 150 km  south of the capital Bamako. His
lawyer said this had left him cut off from his
family and legal advisers, deprived him of med-
ical care and placed him in danger. Members of
the MP22 movement, formed in the wake of
Sanogo’s March 22 putsch, staged a march in
Bamako on Saturday to mark the second
anniversary of the coup and called on Sanogo to
abandon his hunger strike. “He was sick. He had
a very bad stomach on Thursday,” said a military
source close to Sanogo’s family. “His supporters
called on him to abandon his hunger strike
rather than die a martyr and apparently he lis-
tened to them.” Authorities have discovered 30
bodies, some of them in military uniforms, in
mass graves near the headquarters of the coup
leaders at the military barracks in the town of
Kati, just outside Bamako. 

in brief

CAIRO: An Egyptian court that sentenced 529
people to death began the trial yesterday of
another 700 more alleged  supporters of
deposed president Mohamed Morsi, including
the leader of his Muslim Brotherhood move-
ment. Lawyers said they would demand the
judge step down after he delivered the
unprecedented death sentences on Monday in
a court in the southern province of Minya after
only two hearings. Legal experts said the
unprecedented sentences are likely to be over-
turned on appeal.

The rushed sentencings sparked an interna-
tional outcry and sent a chill through oppo-
nents of the military-installed regime, which has
placed more than 2,000 alleged Islamists on
mass trials since the army overthrew Morsi in
July. The roughly 1,200 defendants in Minya are
accused of the murder and attempted murder
of several policemen during riots on August 14,
as police killed hundreds of Morsi supporters
when dispersing two Cairo protest camps.
Mohamed Badie, the Muslim Brotherhood’s
supreme guide, is among the defendants, but
he was not brought to court for security rea-
sons, security officials said.

He faces several other trials that could also
result in the death penalty. Monday’s death sen-
tences drew criticism from rights groups, the
United States and the European Union, which
questioned the fairness of proceedings against
so many defendants lasting just two days. Legal
experts said the shock verdict would likely be
overturned on appeal because the court had
rushed the trial without following the required
procedures. Egypt’s army-installed interim gov-
ernment has defended the court’s handling of
the case, insisting that the sentences had been
handed down only “after careful study” and
were subject to appeal. 

Of the 529 sentenced on Monday, only 153
are in custody. The rest were tried in their
absence and will get a retrial if they turn them-
selves in. Another 17 defendants were acquit-
ted. The judgment can be appealed at the Court
of Cassation, which would probably order a
new trial or reduce the sentences, legal expert
Gamal Eid said. “This sentencing is a catastrophe
and a travesty and a scandal that will affect
Egypt for many years,” said Eid, who heads the
Arabic Network for Human Rights Information.
Lawyer Khaled Al-Koumi said that the defense
will demand the judge’s recusal in the hearing.
Egyptian media reported that the judge, Said
Yusef Sabry, has a history of delivering harsh
judgments, including a 30-year prison sentence
for a man who stole dresses from a women’s
clothing store.

‘Sort of defies logic’
Washington questioned how the court

could have given the defendants a fair hearing
in a trial that spanned just two days-an opening
session on Saturday and Monday’s sentencing.
“It sort of defies logic,” said Marie Harf, deputy
US State Department spokeswoman, adding

that Washington was “deeply concerned” and
“shocked”. “Obviously the defendants can
appeal, but it simply does not seem possible
that a fair review of evidence and testimony
consistent with international standards could
be accomplished with over 529 defendants in a
two-day trial,” Harf said. EU foreign policy chief
Catherine Ashton urged Egyptian authorities to
grant defendants “the right to a fair and timely
trial”. 

Human Rights Watch’s Middle East director
Sarah Leah Whitson lashed out at the verdict.
“This trial is just one of dozens of mass trials
taking place every day across Egypt, riddled
with serious due process violations and result-
ing in outrageous sentences that represent
serious miscarriages of justice,” she said in a
statement. Defense counsel Mohamed Tousson
charged that the judge had rushed to sentenc-
ing on Monday after being angered by a
lawyer’s request for his recusal at Saturday’s
opening hearing. “He got very angry, and
adjourned the trial for sentencing,” Tousson
said. “It’s a huge violation of defendants’ rights.”
The foreign ministry defended the judiciary,
saying it was “entirely independent and not
influenced in any way by the executive branch
of government”.—AFP

700 Egypt Islamists on trial 

after mass death sentences

Trials, death sentences could trigger more violence

Crimean crisis

puts US spying in

new spotlight
WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama talks often by phone
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel - at least five times over
the past month. But he can no longer be as certain as he once was
that he knows what she’s really thinking, at a time like this. The cri-
sis in Ukraine is just the type of situation in which the US intelli-
gence community might once have monitored Merkel’s private
phone conversations for insights beyond what she might share
directly with Obama.

Merkel, a key European leader, expressed outrage when docu-
ments provided by National Security Agency leaker Edward
Snowden revealed the US was monitoring her cellphone conver-
sations, as well as those of 35 other foreign leaders. In the ensuing
diplomatic to-do, Obama promised Merkel that the US would
stop listening to her calls. Spying on allies is a tricky proposition: It
hurts diplomatic relations when one ally discovers that another is
spying. But it can help diplomacy when policy-makers have an
inside look at what a key foreign leader and the allies she speaks
with are thinking on a specific issue.

As the US and its allies try to step up pressure on Russian
President Vladimir Putin, a key question is how tough European
sanctions against Moscow will be. And that depends largely on
what Germany supports. Germany is the world’s largest importer
of Russian natural gas, so sanctions that damage Russia’s econo-
my also could hurt Germany. Obama is meeting with key
European allies, including Merkel, in Brussels on Wednesday as
part of his weeklong trip to Europe. Merkel has sent mixed mes-
sages about how to respond to Russia annexing the Crimean
Peninsula from Ukraine.

She has repeatedly called for a diplomatic solution to the dis-
pute and proposed a “contact group” to mediate between Russia
and Ukraine. But she has also said Russia’s takeover of Crimea vio-
lates international law, suggesting Germans may be willing to take
stronger steps. “To understand her position would be of great val-
ue,” former NSA and CIA director Michael Hayden said. After all, this
type of surveillance is one of the reasons the NSA was created. “You
want to know the innermost thoughts of people in important posi-
tions whose decisions really do affect international development,”
Hayden said. The White House would not discuss whether the US
has a clear understanding of Merkel’s intentions regarding Russia.
But CIA Director John Brennan highlighted the US intelligence
community’s role in diplomatic negotiations last week. Around the
globe, he said, future events like those in Ukraine “are shaped by
numerous variables and yet-to-happen developments as well as
leadership considerations and decisions,” Brennan said. “While we
do not have a crystal ball, it is our responsibility to identify those
variables and considerations and point to the key drivers that will
ultimately determine future events.”The term of art in the intelli-
gence community is “leadership intention” - using surveillance to
find out what foreign leaders are thinking. The snooping on allies’
conversations didn’t go over well with any of the world leaders
Snowden showed the US was spying on, but it particularly stung
Merkel, who grew up in the former East Germany, where eaves-
dropping by secret police was rampant during the Cold War. Soon,
US intelligence collection was not just a political problem for
Obama domestically, it became a diplomatic liability and forced
the White House to make a judgment call. —AP

KABUL: Suicide bombers and gunmen in Afghanistan attacked an
election commission office beside the home of presidential candidate
Ashraf Ghani yesterday, rattling nerves in the Afghan capital less than
two weeks before a crucial election. Kabul is on high alert ahead of
the April 5 presidential vote that Taleban insurgents have threatened
to derail through a campaign of bombings and assassinations. Ghani,
a former World Bank official and frontrunner in the vote, was not at
home at the time of the attack, for which the Taleban took responsi-
bility. Security forces cordoned off the area in western Kabul and
besieged the building for several hours as militants returned fire from
their positions. “The operation is over,” the deputy interior minister,
General Ayoub Salangi said. “Five enemies were killed and all election
workers trapped inside were rescued.” Two policemen, an election
worker and a provincial council candidate were killed, a spokesman
for the interior ministry said. Security is tight in Kabul ahead of the
election, which is designed to mark Afghanistan’s first democratic
transfer of power. Nine people were killed last week in a brazen attack
on a luxury hotel in the capital. The rise in violence has fuelled nerv-
ousness in Kabul ahead of the vote. The United Nations, which is
advising Afghan election officials, told staff in a security note to exer-
cise caution and only authorize essential programs.

President Hamid Karzai is barred from running for another term
after 12 years in power but is widely expected to retain his influence.
Police initially said militants had attacked Ghani’s house itself but later
Ghani’s campaign aide said the assault targeted an adjacent building.
“The attack was on an election office next to Dr Ashraf Ghani’s house,”
said the aide. “His house was also hit by the attackers.” Ghani, in a
Twitter post after the attack, said: “Just arrived at Gardez rally, a huge
crowd of tens of thousands.” Gardez is in a volatile area south of

Kabul. Later, he added: “Terrorists cannot deter us from our cause with
their cowardly attacks. My family is safe. Thank you to those of you
who prayed for us.”

Rising violence
How the election unfolds will be a pointer to prospects for stability

in Afghanistan as the NATO-led force, which has been reinforcing
security since the Taleban were driven from power in 2001, prepares
to pull out most troops this year. The Islamist Taleban movement has
ordered its fighters to go all out to disrupt the vote and threatened to
kill anyone who takes part in what it calls a Western-backed sham.
Voters in Afghanistan are used to almost daily attacks and few have
raised the prospect of the vote being derailed altogether. But any
noticeable increase in violence would be enough to scare people
away from polling stations. “There was some speculation about what
their attitude would be during the election ... whether they were just
threatening, or would really execute this threat,” said one Western
diplomat. “It turns out they have really decided to implement this
threat.”

The Taleban said in a statement their suicide bombers had entered
the building and blown themselves up. “A number of suicide
bombers attacked an important election centre at the heart of Kabul,”
the movement said. “The attack started with a very heavy explosion
and then a number of people entered with heavy and light weapons.”
Separately on Tuesday, three suicide bombers entered a branch of
Kabulbank, one of Afghanistan’s biggest banks, in the eastern
province of Kunar, killing at least three security guards and injuring
two bank workers, police said. In the southern province of Helmand, a
gunman killed a policewoman, police said. — Reuters

Taleban gunmen storm 

Afghan election office 

MINYA: A relative of a supporter of Egyptian ousted Islamist president Mohamed Morsi
cries outside the courthouse yesterday in this central Egyptian city yesterday. — AFP 
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BEIJING: Dozens of angry relatives of
passengers on a lost Malaysian jetliner
clashed with police in Beijing yesterday,
accusing the Southeast Asian country of
“delays and deception” a day after it con-
firmed the plane crashed in remote seas
off Australia. About 20 to 30 protesters
threw water bottles at the Malaysian
embassy and tried to storm the building,
demanding to meet the ambassador,
witnesses said. Earlier, the relatives,
many with tear-stained faces, had linked
arms and chanted “Malaysian govern-
ment has cheated us” and “Malaysia,
return our relatives” as they marched
peacefully and held banners.

The relatives’ grief and anger was
unleashed on Monday night after
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak
announced that Malaysia Airlines Flight
MH370, which vanished more than two
weeks ago while flying to Beijing from
Kuala Lumpur, had crashed in the south-
ern Indian Ocean. Citing satellite-data
analysis by British firm Inmarsat, he said
there was now no doubt that the Boeing
jet came down in the ocean in one of
the most remote places on Earth - an
implicit admission that all 239 people on
board had died. Bad weather in the
region far off Australia’s western coast
yesterday forced the suspension of the
search for any wreckage, just as a series
of satellite images and other sightings of
floating objects had raised hopes that
debris from the plane would be found.

Malaysia’s confused initial response
to the Boeing 777’s disappearance and a
perception of poor communications has
enraged many relatives of the more
than 150 Chinese passengers and
strained ties between Beijing and Kuala
Lumpur. After Najib’s announcement,
Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Xie
Hangsheng demanded Malaysia hand

over all relevant satellite analysis show-
ing how Malaysia had reached its con-
clusion about the fate of the jet. In a
separate statement, Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang said China would ask Malaysia
to provide more detailed and accurate
information on the plane, according to a
government microblog account.
Chinese President Xi Jinping will send a
special envoy to Kuala Lumpur to con-
sult with the Malaysian government,
state news agency Xinhua said yester-
day.

Anger, grief
A group reportedly representing

families issued a statement describing
the Malaysian airline, government and
military as “executioners” who constantly
tried to delay and deceive them. “We will
take every possible means to pursue the
unforgivable crimes and responsibility
of all three,” said the statement on the
microblog of the Malaysia Airlines
MH370 Family Committee.

The relatives protesting in Beijing
held signs that said: “MH370, Don’t let us
wait too long!” and “1.3 billion people are
waiting to greet the plane”. They wore
matching t-shirts that said: “Best of luck
to MH370, return home safely.” “We’ve
waited for 18 days and still, you make us
wait. How long are we supposed to hang
on?” a woman surnamed Zhang said. The
protest ended after a few hours, when
police told protesters to get on buses
and escorted them away. Criticism of the
Malaysian national carrier mounted after
some relatives of those on board first
received the news that the search for
survivors was over in an SMS from the
airline, which said: “We have to assume
beyond all reasonable doubt that MH370
has been lost and none of those on
board survived.”— Reuters

NEW DELHI: For a country aspiring to be a
modern military power in a volatile region, a
sequence of fatal accidents aboard its sub-
marines has demonstrated why India’s next gov-
ernment needs to straighten out its defense pri-
orities. The resignation of the naval chief of staff
weeks before a general election, reveals just
how far the outgoing government’s failure to
equip its forces has eroded the trust of top com-
manders. Admiral D K Joshi, 59, quit on Feb 26,
the same day that two officers were killed by
smoke that engulfed a part of the INS
Sindhuratna. The Soviet-built Kilo class subma-
rine was commissioned in 1988 and, officers say,
should have been scrapped long ago.

Joshi took “moral responsibility” for a series
of recent operational incidents, the government
said when it accepted his resignation, but he
has not commented since. “It’s a culmination of
frustration in the navy that Admiral Joshi repre-
sented,” said Bharat Karnad, a senior fellow in
national security studies at the Centre for Policy
Research, explaining the admiral’s resignation.
“ The chief ’s patience just snapped.” Seven
months earlier, a dockside blast in Mumbai
kil led 18 submariners on board the INS
Sindhurakshak.

One naval officer, who requested anonymity,
described the danger of using worn-out equip-
ment so prone to failure as being like “treading
on a minefield”. Defense procurement has been
haunted by the 1980s bribery scandal linked to
an artillery order from Sweden’s Bofors, that
helped bring down the government of then
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, whose Congress
party has held power since 2004. One former
senior submariner describes a gridlock in which

bureaucrats make “observations” and note their
“reservations”, but make no decisions to buy or
replace equipment for fear of being implicated
in corruption scandals.

“No one wants to touch the damn thing,” he
said, noting that delays also cause procurement
costs to escalate. In one example, a contract was
agreed for six Scorpene class diesel-electric sub-
marines to be built in Mumbai at a cost of 188
billion Indian rupees ($3 billion), for delivery in
2012. The subs, based on a design by France’s
DCNS, will now cost 25 percent more and will
not start to enter service until 2015, due to what
the defense ministry has called “initial teething
problems in absorption of new technology”.
Although delays aren’t unusual in defense con-
tracts around the world, India’s defense ministry
has been particularly tardy.

Between 2005 and 2010, for instance, 113 of
152 naval refits at state-owned dockyards under
the defense ministry were completed within an
accumulated delay of 23.6 years, said Rahul
Bedi, an IHS analyst. It has also been slow to
sign new contracts. The navy’s plea to Defense
Minister AK Antony over the past four years to
dispatch a global tender for six more sub-
marines, in addition to those designed by DCNS,
has largely been ignored, said Bedi. India can ill-
afford indecision and delay, given the potential
threat from nuclear-armed rivals - a rising China
and an unstable Pakistan - and a region facing
uncertainty as US forces pull out of Afghanistan.

Defending spending
While the ruling Congress party faces defeat

in the five-week general election that starts on
April 7, opposition challenger Narendra Modi is

playing the national security card in his bid to
lead India’s 1.2 billion people. “(The) govern-
ment has been absolutely lax in securing Indian
borders,” the Hindu nationalist leader has told
his 3.5 million followers on Twitter. The navy’s
accidents has provided Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) ammunition to attack a defense min-
ister who was branded the “worst ever” by one
retired rear admiral. Modi has floated plans to
open up India’s defense industry to reduce the
country’s reliance on arms imports - a strategy
that has promise but faces resistance from vest-
ed state interests, according to veteran com-
mentator John Ell iott.  “Modi does look as
though he will push the involvement of the pri-
vate sector, and assuming he puts in a compe-
tent minister he can start to shake things up,”
said Elliott, whose new book ‘Implosion’ takes a
critical view of a decade of Congress rule. Still
the world’s largest arms importer, India has
made slow progress in building its own arms
industry. Once reliant on Soviet weaponry, it is
now the top export market for US arms.

There have been some native triumphs,
including getting the reactor on India’s first
indigenous nuclear submarine operational last
year. But, India’s defense budget, at $46 billion
last year, was a third of China’s, estimates con-
sultancy IHS. In February, Antony delayed an
order for French fighter jets, saying his annual
capital budget was exhausted. Yet Finance
Minister P Chidambaram has brushed aside
funding concerns: “I sincerely hope that the
defense forces will learn a lesson and make
sure that the money allocated to them is spent
more wisely and more efficiently on essential
matters.” — Reuters

Navy setbacks show defense 

challenges facing India govt

Admiral’s resignation signals breakdown of trust

NEW DELHI: He is a hardline Hindu nationalist
who was boycotted by the West for years and
has been a vocal critic of “expansionist” China,
India’s arch-rival. But Narendra Modi’s pro-busi-
ness record and widespread frustration with the
incumbents mean foreign powers are putting
their doubts about India’s likely next leader to
one side for now. Modi’s main opponent when
general elections begin on April 7 is Rahul
Gandhi, the urbane scion of India’s ruling family
who was educated at Harvard and Cambridge
universities. 

But with polls showing Gandhi’s party all but
certain to lose power to Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), analysts say Washington is ready to
work with a man regarded as persona non grata
until a few weeks back. “The US wants to be
very practical. Essentially, it sees Modi as a very
probable next prime minister of India and the
US-India relationship is too important for
Washington to be, really, hijacked by this prob-
lematic visa issue,” said Michael Kugelman, a
South Asia expert at Washington’s Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars.

Modi, 63, chief minister of Gujarat, was
placed on a visa blacklist by the US and
European governments following communal
riots on his patch in 2002. More than a thou-
sand people were killed, mostly Muslims.
European countries began lifting their boycotts
in late 2012 as it became clear Modi could be
his Hindu nationalist party’s candidate for pre-
mier. But he continued to be cold-shouldered
by the US until last month when Ambassador
Nancy Powell met him in Gujarat. Observers
say policy-makers, rattled by a recent bust-up
over the arrest of an Indian diplomat in New
York, want to prevent a Modi victory from
sparking new tensions between the world’s
two largest democracies.

“People in this town (Washington) are

essentially ready to move to the next phase
which is to try to get the US-India relationship
back on track, which of course had been hit
pretty hard over the past few months,” said
Kugelman. Lalit Mansingh, a former Indian
ambassador to the US, said there was no real
warmth but Washington and Modi’s camp real-
ize they need to work together. Mansingh said
Modi regards good ties with Washington as key
to firing up India’s economy after growth
slowed to its lowest rate in a decade-regardless
of any slight he might feel over his past treat-
ment.

Normalizing ties
“It is not a sign of warming up, it is a sign of

normalizing,” Mansingh said. “If he is pro-busi-
ness, the US can’t be ignored, principally
because of our own economic downturn.”
Under Modi, Gujarat has gained a reputation
for attracting foreign firms-such as US auto
giants Ford and Chevrolet, which have factories
there. In contrast, many US firms have grown
disillusioned with trying to do business in India
over the past 10 years of Congress rule, as they
try to navigate a maze of taxation and red tape.

Congress is putting its faith in Gandhi to
extend its rule. But the 43-year-old-once
described as an “empty suit” in a leaked US
diplomatic cable-has never held office and has
had little to say about foreign policy or trade on
the campaign trail. In a recent speech to busi-
nessmen, Modi pledged to foster a more
investor-friendly environment and emphasized
that “trade and commerce need to be brought
to the centre” of Indian foreign policy. Ron
Somers, president of the United States-India
Business Council, said American businesses had
been impressed by Modi’s stewardship of
Gujarat and welcomed the decision to bring
him in from the cold.—AFP 

Foreign powers put doubts 

over India’s Modi on hold

NEW DELHI: An Indian cooking gas supplier waits in
front of an election billboard displaying the image of
Chief Minister of the western Indian state of Gujarat
and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) prime ministerial can-
didate Narendra Modi for India’s forthcoming general
election in New Delhi yesterday. —AFP 

Malaysia accused of
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Even if searchers are able to miraculously pluck
Malaysia Airlines flight 370’s “black box” from the
depths of the vast Indian Ocean, experts say it

may not solve one of aviation’s greatest mysteries.
Planes, ships and state-of-the-art tracking equipment
are hunting for any trace of the passenger jet, which
Malaysia said crashed in the forbidding waters after
veering far from its intended course. They face a huge
challenge locating the Boeing 777’s “black box”, which
holds vital clues to determining what caused the plane
to vanish after it took off from Kuala Lumpur en route
to Beijing on March 8.

But experts believe the flight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder may not yield answers on the
riddle of how and why the plane diverted an hour into
the flight, and embarked on a baffling journey to the
southern reaches of the Indian Ocean. The data
recorder details the aircraft’s path and other mechani-
cal information for the flight’s duration, and “should
provide a wealth of information”, US-based aviation
consultancy firm Leeham Co said in a commentary. 

But the cockpit voice recorder - which could reveal
what decisions were made by those at the helm and
why - retains only the last two hours of conversations
before the plane’s demise. That means potentially cru-
cial exchanges surrounding the initial diversion, which
took place halfway between Malaysia and Vietnam, will
be lost. “Clearly, it won’t reveal anything that happened
over the Gulf of Thailand - this will have been overwrit-
ten by the end of MH370,” it said. Leeham added that it
also remains to be seen whether the cockpit recorder
will contain anything pertinent about the plane’s final
two hours, when it is believed to have either ditched or
run out of fuel.

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak said Monday
that Flight MH370 had gone down in the Indian Ocean
with its 239 passengers and crew, citing new satellite
data analysis. But its exact location and the circum-
stances of its diversion remain a mystery. No distress
signal was ever received. Three scenarios have gained
particular traction: hijacking, pilot sabotage, or a sud-
den mid-air crisis that incapacitated flight crew and left
the plane to fly on auto-pilot for several hours until it
ran out of fuel. Malaysia has said it believes the plane
was deliberately diverted by someone on board. 

Firm Evidence
But with the travelling public and aviation industry

hanging on every twist in the drama, no firm evidence
has emerged from a Malaysian investigation to sup-
port any of the theories circulating. British aviation
expert Chris Yates said that even if the black boxes are
found, “it seems unlikely that we will get that answer”
of why the plane ended up thousands of kilometres off
course. “We still have no idea as to the mental state of
the pilot and co-pilot, we have no idea if somebody
managed to get into the cockpit to seize the aircraft,
and we’ve certainly had no admissions of responsibility
since this whole episode started,” he told BBC televi-
sion. “It is a mystery like no other.”

Debris has been sighted far off Australia’s west coast
but an international search effort has been unable to
retrieve any for confirmation, and wreckage could have
drifted hundreds of kilometres from where the plane
crashed. “As investigators, we deal with physical evi-
dence and right now we don’t have any physical evi-
dence to work with,” Anthony Brickhouse, a member of
the International Society of Air Safety Investigators,
told AFP.

The batteries powering the locator signal of the
black boxes will run out in less than two weeks. A US
device capable of detecting that signal even on the
ocean floor was being sent to the scene, but weather
and treacherous sea conditions have hampered the
effort to pinpoint the black box location. Paul Yap, an
aviation lecturer at Singapore’s Temasek Polytechnic,
said that if the black box is not found, “chances are we
are never going to find out what really happened”.
“With the new satellite data, I think we can say it is a
chessboard,” he said of the wide search area. “The ques-
tion now is to find which grid on that chessboard to
focus on, where the black boxes are.” — AFP 

By Bhavan Jaipragas

Focus
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By Margarita Antidze

Six years after losing land in a war with
Russia, Georgians believe the struggle for
Ukraine will decide their own fate, and

hope NATO and the European Union will now
speed up their integration into the Western
fold. Alone among the former Soviet republics
of the Caucasus, Georgia is pursuing a pro-
Western course and the nation feels a strong
kinship with Ukrainians who toppled Russian-
backed President Viktor Yanukovich last month.
This solidarity was clear when Georgians scored
a rare victory over their former Russian masters,
albeit on the sportsfield rather than the battle-
field.

To shouts of “Ukraine!”, Georgia’s rugby team
convincingly beat Russia 36-10 a few days after
Yanukovich’s overthrow during pro-Western
protests. “It was our victory and a victory for
Ukraine,” one fan, David Eristavi, said of the
match. “We finally showed Russians how strong
we are.” Hundreds of Georgians have staged
protests in support of Ukraine, seeing events
there as a mirror image of their own fight for
closer ties with the EU. The country of 4.5 mil-
lion people - which also hopes to join the NATO
military alliance in the long term - now wants a
strong Western response to Moscow’s annexa-
tion of Crimea. This was sealed after people in
the Ukrainian region overwhelmingly voted for
union with Russia in a referendum denounced
by Kiev and the West as illegal.

“The outcome of the Ukrainian crisis defines
the future of Georgia’s freedom, security and
sovereignty,” said Helen Khoshtaria, an inde-
pendent political analyst in Tbilisi. “It will define
whether Russia succeeds in imposing its exclu-
sive sphere of influence and creates dividing
lines in Europe or not.” She believes Moscow is
trying to reconstitute a kind of Soviet Union,
without the communism. “If the international

community fails to stop and reverse Russia’s
actions it will be a message to Russia that
despite some noise its actions have no real
costs and it will encourage Russia to finalise
creation of the ‘Soviet Union’, including through
dragging Georgia in it,” Khoshtaria said.

Georgia, like Ukraine, has long had a rocky
relationship with Moscow. Russia reacted to
Georgian independence in 1991 after the
Soviet Union collapsed with measures ranging
from trade sanctions to supporting separatists
to keep the country in what Moscow considers
its traditional sphere of influence. Those poli-
cies culminated in the five-day war over
Georgia’s breakaway regions of South Ossetia
and Abkhazia in 2008. Russia remains in control
of both to this day.

After initial statements carefully worded to
avoid irritating Moscow, the parliament in Tblisi
passed a resolution on March 6 criticising
Russian policy towards Ukraine and calling on
the EU and NATO to speed up the process of
Georgian integration. Russia’s “aggressive acts”
were posing “a serious threat not only to our
friend Ukraine, but to Georgia and the whole of
Europe as well”, the resolution said. Moscow
says the people of Crimea exercised their right
to self determination. But Georgian Prime
Minister Irakly Garibashvili told the Atlantic
Council in Washington this month that he
hoped the foreign governments would send a
clear message “which will underpin the notion
that no third party can influence the aspirations
of regional countries striving to fulfil their
choices of foreign alliance”.

Robust Response
So far, the United States and EU have

imposed visa bans and asset freezes on leading
Russians. But Georgians hope the West will
react more robustly on Ukraine, a nation with a
population 10 times greater than their own.

“Russia cut Crimea off from Ukraine the way it
cut Abkhazia and South Ossetia off from
Georgia,” said 19-year-old student Levan
Gabrichidze. “Ukraine is more important to
Europe than Georgia is, of course ... I hope
Europe and the United States will be more
active now, although I don’t see serious action
so far.”

Despite its relatively small economy,
Georgia is home to pipelines that carry Caspian
gas and oil to Europe and is driving a push to
deepen cooperation with Brussels and
Washington despite Russian concerns. Tbilisi
initialled an accord on trade and other cooper-
ation with the EU at a summit in the Lithuanian
capital of Vilnius last November. It had been
due to sign the agreement along with another
former Soviet republic, Moldova, by the end of
this year.  However, EU leaders agreed last week
to aim to have the deals sealed by June
because of fears that the countries could come
under Russian pressure.

Yanukovich was scheduled to sign a similar
deal at the Vilnius summit but pulled out at the
last minute after Russia tightened checks on
Ukrainian imports and threatened to cut off its
gas supplies in the depth of winter. His decision
to opt for closer ties with Russia instead set off
the protests that brought him down three
months later. The EU wants to avoid a repeat of
the Russian trade action, which included cut-
ting off imports of Moldovan wine last year.
“We are being extremely active with Moldova
and with Georgia. We are concerned about
things that can suddenly happen - how their
wine is suddenly not accepted, what can hap-
pen in terms of pressure, and we are ready for
that,” EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton
said at the weekend.

Relations with NATO are more complex,
although the Crimean crisis has put the ques-
tion of whether Georgia might eventually be

admitted into the alliance back on the agenda.
Tbilisi was once offered the prospect of eventu-
al NATO membership but its bid has been
effectively on ice since the 2008 war. A NATO
summit in September is due to discuss the
position of four countries - Georgia and the for-
mer Yugoslav republics of Montenegro,
Macedonia and Bosnia - under the alliance’s
“Open Door” policy.

Expanding membership
Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen

would make no direct comment when asked
last week if NATO might consider expanding its
membership, but indicated that the crisis
would influence discussions at the summit in
Wales. “The formal answer (is) that it is prema-
ture to answer your question. Now, having said
that, I think what we have seen in recent weeks
may have an impact on this,” he said. 

While countries such as Ukraine that border
the EU and NATO are keen for closer ties,
Georgia is alone in its ambitions among the for-
mer Soviet republics to the east in the
Caucasus. Neighbouring Armenia, which hosts
a Russian military base, plans to join a Moscow-
led customs union. Azerbaijan has used Crimea
as a possible model for restoring control over
Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave controlled by
ethnic Armenians since a war in the early
1990s. 

In a telephone conversation last week, the
presidents of Russia and Armenia said the refer-
endum in Crimea was “another example of the
exercise of peoples’ right to self-determination
through a free expression of popular will”. Azeri
President Ilham Aliyev repeated last week that
his country was ready to gain control over
Nagorno-Karabakh. A ceasefire was signed in
1994, but sporadic violence flares along
Azerbaijan’s borders with Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh. — Reuters 

Georgia hopes for robust Western action

Jet mystery 

‘may never 

be solved’

By Asma Alsharif

Egypt’s next president is likely to face a far more complex
problem than cracking down on Islamists - meeting the
demands of workers desperate for decent jobs and wages.

While the authorities have cowed the Muslim Brotherhood sim-
ply by throwing its members behind bars in their thousands,
factory employees say they are ready for a fight. Officials realise
workers’ demands cannot be ignored as a wave of strikes will
compound Egypt’s instability just as the new leader - most like-
ly to be army chief Field Marshal Abdel Fattah al-Sisi - struggles
to mend the economy.

At the Diamond textile factory near Cairo, staff are deter-
mined to win more rights and say the popular uprising that top-
pled autocrat Hosni Mubarak in 2011 has failed to produce any
improvement in social justice. “For more than 20 years we did
not speak or demand our rights,” said Essam El-Husseini, who
began work at Diamond almost two decades ago and makes
only 1,300 Egyptian pounds ($190) a month, barely enough to
feed his family. “Now things have changed, everything is chang-
ing ... The fear the people had has evaporated. People are not
afraid to stand up anymore. With unity our rights will come.”

Factory owners say hostile workers are not their only prob-
lem. Political turmoil, Egypt’s age-old red tape and government
indecision are all stifling business, forcing them to put off
expansion plans that could yield bigger profits. Sisi won wide-
spread popularity for removing Islamist President Mohamed
Mursi last July and outlawing his Muslim Brotherhood, 529
members of which were sentenced to death on Monday.
Investors hope he can bring stability if, as expected, he runs in
presidential elections later this year and wins.

Struggling Economy
Once in office the new president must tackle daunting prob-

lems. While the Brotherhood has been largely crushed, Islamist
militants are staging an insurgency, complicating efforts to
revive the economy. Egypt has wobbled through six govern-
ments over the past three years. Many tourists and investors
have fled the turmoil or simply stayed away, and foreign curren-
cy reserves fell to a critical low last year, making the country
dependent on aid and loans from conservative monarchies in

the Gulf. Foreign direct investment was $3 billion in the year
ending June 2013, $1 billion less than the previous year and far
below levels before Mubarak fell.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait, have col-
lectively pledged more than $12 billion. But while the armed
forces plan a huge housebuilding program, the money does
not seem to be trickling down to factory workers, who have
long resented the state they accuse of favouring political and
business elites over the poor. One in four Egyptians lives under
the poverty line in slums that fester without proper water sup-
plies and sewerage while the rich live in gated communities of
villas overlooking artificial lakes.

Resentment is rife at the Diamond factory in 10th of
Ramadan City, an industrial zone that straddles a desert high-
way leading from Cairo to the Suez Canal. “We know our rights
very well and we will stand up for them: a pay rise, social justice
and a decent life,” said worker Mohamed Salah, who makes 800
pounds a month after five years with Diamond. The city, named
after the anniversary of an Egyptian attack on Israel in 1973,
typifies unfulfilled promises of prosperity. Created under
President Anwar Sadat in the 1970s with the aim of attracting
foreign investment and creating jobs, it has done little to ease
residents’ sense of deprivation.

“The businessmen we work for are much richer than us, we
don’t want that big difference any more ... We also have a right
to live,” Husseini said. “They want us to operate like these
machines, just work to make them money. We are prepared to
work but they have to be responsive. If they are not we will go
back on strike.” Diamond employees have staged three strikes in
as many years. The last two won small salary increases which fell
short of inflation now at around 10 percent, and workers want
more, including a percentage of the profits and health insur-
ance. Officials at Diamond were unavailable for comment but
Ayman Reda, secretary general of a local investors’ association,
said employers were struggling to meet their workers’ expecta-
tions. “Their demands are rising each day. Even those who have
good conditions ask why they don’t get more,” said Reda, who is
also managing director of box manufacturer Dice Pack. “We
used to have new companies opening up on a monthly basis
and many had expansion plans but all this stopped after a lack
of security in the country and worker strikes,” he said from

behind his desk at the factory he runs.
Egypt’s economy grew a meagre 2.1 percent last year - not

nearly enough to create jobs for a rapidly expanding popula-
tion - and the government has cut its growth forecast for the fis-
cal year ending June 2014 to 2 to 2.5 percent. More than 4,000
factories have closed since the 2011 uprising.

Grim Conditions
One look around 10th of Ramadan City shows why there is a

sense of neglect. Partly paved roads are riddled with pot-holes
and surrounded by piles of scrap metal and crumbling side-
walks. Officials who can improve life seem paralysed by indeci-
sion. Since Mubarak’s overthrow, dozens have been taken to
court on corruption charges or for deals they made while in
office. Due to this hesitation, some areas of the industrial zone
seem frozen in time. Gas lines, for instance, remain unconnect-
ed to newly established factories even though their owners
received approval more than three years ago. “Officials were
accused of corruption. Those who are supposed to find contrac-
tors to fix roads and sign agreements and spend money are
now afraid to take action,” said Medhat Sami, a project manager
in a factory in the zone.

Others are also cynical. “Bureaucracy was there since the
days of Mubarak and it is still here. But what was added to that
now is the fear of decision taking,” said Ahmed El Sayed, gener-
al manager at Egyptian Engineering Co Global Glass. The firm
has decided to delay expansion plans until the country has a
clear economic plan, not just billions of dollars from the Gulf
that depend on the government maintaining good relations
with its allies. Even some of Egypt’s biggest investors express
frustration with hurdles that have existed for decades.
Mubarak’s fall raised expectations that the vast bureaucracy he
presided over would eventually be dismantled and business
deals would move quickly. That still seems far off. “Every minis-
ter or civil servant is worried to sign and you need a signature
to start any project and it has been really a big problem,” said
Naguib Sawiris, a billionaire and one of Egypt’s biggest
investors. Sawiris said officials, anxious to avoid joining their
predecessors in jail, were causing paralysis. “The safest way is
not to sign. You don’t sign (and) nothing happens,” he told
Reuters in an interview. — Reuters 

Factory unrest threatens Egypt economy
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Sheikh Sabah described the Syrian conflict as the
biggest humanitarian disaster in modern history, while
the emir of Qatar blamed the Syrian regime for the con-
tinued bloodshed and for the failure of the Geneva II
peace talks. The Saudi crown prince said in his speech
that the international community has betrayed the
Syrian opposition.

Vacant Seat
The main focus of the summit was Syria’s vacant

seat, with the opposition blasting an Arab decision to
keep the seat empty although the head of the opposi-
tion Syrian National Coalition Ahmad Al-Jarba was
invited to address the summit. In his address, Jarba
wondered what prevented the Arab League from hand-
ing Syria’s seat to the opposition, and said this would
send a message to President Bashar Al-Assad “to kill”.
“Let me say quite frankly that keeping Syria’s seat emp-
ty sends a clear message to Assad that he can kill and
that the seat will wait for him after resolving the war,”
Jarba said.

He also called on Arab leaders to stand with the
Syrian revolution, saying it is fighting on behalf of the
Arab nation, strongly lashing out at Iran and Lebanese
Shiite militia Hezbollah. Jarba said that he was not ask-
ing Arabs to declare war against the Syrian regime and
its Iranian backers, but to put pressure on the interna-
tional community to fulfill their pledges to provide
sophisticated weapons to the Syrian rebels. He also
called on Arabs to boost aid to displaced Syrians inside
the country and Syrian refugees in neighbouring Arab
nations.

The annual summit of the 22-member Arab League
also heard an appeal from the UN peace mediator for
Syria, Lakhdar Brahimi, for an end to the flow of arms to
the combatants in the war, which has killed over
140,000 people and displaced millions. Brahimi did not
name the suppliers, but Saudi Arabia and Qatar are
believed to be the main Arab funders of military assis-
tance to rebels in Syria, while non-Arab Iran is the main
regional power backing Assad. 

“The whole region is in danger” of being dragged
into the conflict, Brahimi said, calling for renewed
efforts to find a political settlement to the crisis, now in
its fourth year. Brahimi urged a revival of peace talks. “I
call upon Europe, the United Nations and the United
States to take clear steps to reactivate the Geneva
talks,” which broke off on Feb 15. “There is no military
solution,” stressed Brahimi.

Saudi Crown Prince Salman, whose country is a key
backer of the Syrian rebellion against Assad, said the
international community was “betraying” the opposi-
tion by failing to arm them and leaving them as “easy
prey”. A solution to the conflict, in which regime forces
have recently made significant advances, requires a
“change in the balance on the ground to end the

impasse”, he said. National Coalition spokesman Louay
Safi said rebels needed urgently “anti-aircraft missiles”
to fend barrel bombs which activists say regime forces
have been raining down on fighters and civilians alike.

New Tensions
Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim criticized Iraq’s Shiite-led

government and Egyptian authorities in his address, a
move that is likely to add a new layer to tension in the
region. Sheikh Tamim also renewed calls for a small
Arab summit to be held try to resolve differences
between the militant Hamas group, which rules the
Gaza Strip, and the Western-backed Fatah group in the
West bank. Qatar supports Hamas. 

Sheikh Tamim said he hoped that stability in Egypt
would be achieved through “a comprehensive dia-
logue” between the government and all parties - an
apparent reference to the blacklisted Muslim
Brotherhood. “We wish Egypt, our elder sister, political
stability and all the good for its people,” said Sheikh
Tamim. “We stress on the brotherly links we have with
Egypt,” he said. 

Without naming Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki,
Sheikh Tamim criticized what he said were attempts to
sideline entire segments of that Arab nation, a reference
to Iraq’s Sunni Arab minority. His criticism of Iraq’s gov-
ernment follow recent comments by Maliki in which he
accused Qatar and Saudi Arabia of supporting Sunni
militants in Iraq. “It’s about time for Iraq to emerge from
the vicious circle of violence and differences. That can-
not come about through the sidelining of entire society
segments or accusing them of terrorism if they demand
equality and inclusion,” Sheikh Tamim said.

Several speakers during the summit’s opening ses-
sion also blasted Israeli policies, with the Arab League
chief delivering the most scathing criticism. “The Israeli
occupation of Israel is equal to the apartheid system. It
is the last stronghold of colonialism in the 21st century
and runs against the progress of history,” Nabil Al-Arabi
told delegates. Before him, Prince Salman said Israel’s
policies undermine any hope toward a peaceful settle-
ment, including the construction of Jewish settlements
and “insisting on the Jewishness of Israel”.

Participants said there were differences over Qatari
support for the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt, how to deal with the Syria crisis and how to
define “terrorism” in the region. “Behind closed doors
there is tension, but it’s all under the table, no con-
frontation was made (in public),” one of the diplomats
said. “There are clear divisions over what Saudis and
the Qataris think.” In another sign of brewing discord,
some delegates said it was possible the summit would
take the rare step of not issuing a final communique,
suggesting consensus was proving elusive. Another
diplomat said: “There were heated remarks about Egypt
behind closed doors. Qatar has made comments about
how things should happen in Egypt and Egypt says it is
for them to decide.”

Amir opens Arab summit with call to end...
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“I do not see that it is going to make a big differ-
ence. In general, the main issue for banks is that the
sector is underdeveloped and the general economic
situation is not very helpful,” Abdul Aziz Al-Yaqout,
regional managing partner at the DLA Piper law firm,
said of the new rules. “I do not see that Western banks
are going to necessarily use this opportunity. The over-
all environment still has to change, then it will be
interesting.”

Other restrictions on foreign banks in Kuwait have
limited them to offering investment banking services
and banned them from competing in the retail sector.
It was not immediately clear whether these restrictions
might be eased. Kuwait’s $186 billion economy is
expected to grow by a mere 3.0 percent this year, the
slowest pace among the six Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries, slightly up from an estimated 2.8 per-
cent last year, a Reuters poll of analysts showed in
January.

The International Monetary Fund said in December
that Kuwait’s heavy reliance on oil revenues - oil and
its products account for more than 95 percent of
goods exports - had increased income volatility and
risks to long-run growth.

“Credit growth in Kuwait has been extremely weak.
So one argument would be: let more foreign banks
come in and let them compete and perhaps they can
kick-start lending more aggressively,” said Farouk
Soussa, Citigroup’s chief economist for the region. “If
you speak to people in banks in Kuwait, they are more
than happy to lend, provide credit to viable projects
and companies. But there are not many of those guys
in Kuwait, so it does not matter how much supply you
put in, you have to improve demand as well. So I think
there is a bit of a problem there.”

Kuwait attracted mere $4.7 billion in foreign direct
investment in a decade to 2012, just 1.4 percent of
total flows into the six GCC states, according to the
United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development. — Agencies  

Foreign banks get nod to open more...
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The videos also demonstrated that Abu Ghaith was a
more powerful speaker than bin Laden or other Al-
Qaeda leaders who spoke on tape, Cronan said. “You
heard them speak during this trial,” he said. “They are
dull. They were monotone. That man wasn’t. He had
energy. He had passion. He was dynamic.  He could fire
people up.” Cohen, though, said there was no evidence
his client had a senior position with Al-Qaeda. He
accused prosecutors of seeking to inflame jurors by
repeatedly showing them the martyr video and by end-
lessly referencing 9/11, even though Abu Ghaith isn’t
charged in the attack. The video “was designed, it was
intended to sweep you away in anguish, in pain, and to
ask for retaliation,” Cohen said.

Abu Ghaith was brought to New York last year after
his capture in Turkey. He has pleaded not guilty. The
defense has never disputed that Abu Ghaith associated
with bin Laden after 9/11, but it contends that he went
to Afghanistan as a religious scholar concerned about
oppression of all Muslims and never swore an oath of
allegiance to bin Laden. Taking the witness stand last
week, Abu Ghaith recounted how he was summoned to

meet with bin Laden in a cave on the night of Sept 11.
When the attacks came up in the conversation, bin
Laden told him, “We are the ones who did it,” he testified.
“I want to deliver a message to the world. ... I want you to
deliver that message,” Abu Ghaith said bin Laden then
told him.

Abu Ghaith claimed that he worked off talking points
provided by bin Laden when speaking about Al-Qaeda
and that he had no intention of recruiting fighters for the
group - testimony Cronan called misleading. “This man
was not Osama bin Laden’s robot,” he said. “He was not his
puppet. ... He was no accidental terrorist.” The evidence
includes another video from Oct 2001 in which Abu
Ghaith is heard warning of further attacks in the wake of
9/11, saying, “The storm of airplanes will not stop.” He also
advises Muslims “not to board aircraft and we advise them
not to live in high-rises and tall buildings.”

Prosecutors have argued the wording is proof the
defendant knew in advance about the failed shoe-bomb
airline attack by Richard Reid in Dec 2001. The defense
sought to knock down the accusation by pointing to tri-
al testimony by a convicted Al-Qaeda operative linked to
Reid that indicated he never had any contact with or
knowledge of Abu Ghaith.  — AP 

Abu Ghaith’s fate in hands of US jury
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Kathy Salaman, director of The Good Grammar
Company, a Cambridge-based organisation that pro-
vides training to companies, said the issue was not one
of pedantry but of upholding wider standards. “If they
take our apostrophes, commas will be next,” she said. “In
Britain the tendency is now that if something is too diffi-
cult, let’s get rid of it. Why are we trying to improve liter-
acy when actually in real life people say it doesn’t really
matter?” Salaman defended the word-warriors who had
restored punctuation to street signs. “If the apostrophe
needs to be there, I don’t think it’s vandalism because I
would say the language is being vandalised,” she said.

While Cambridge may have rescinded its apostrophe
apocalypse, national authorities said that they still prefer
street signs without punctuation. GeoPlace, the organi-
sation that oversees the production and maintenance of
Britain’s national address and street gazetteers, said the
final decision rests with local councils. “However, the
Data Entry Conventions documentation does state that
GeoPlace would prefer not to receive data (including
street names) with punctuation,” it said in a statement,
citing machine readability and usability by emergency

services as the reasons. 
Dozens of local councils around the country are still

waging war on the apostrophe, campaigners say. “It’s
serious,” said John Richard, founder and chairman of the
Apostrophe Protection Society. “I don’t know why their
computers couldn’t be trained to recognise an apostro-
phe.” He also lamented a decline in general standards. “I
think people are very lazy or very ignorant and the lan-
guage is declining, is getting worse,” he said. “It is setting
a very bad example because teachers are teaching our
children punctuation and then they see road signs with
apostrophes removed.”

Several councils have consulted the Plain English
Campaign, an independent group that has fought for
clearer use of the language for more than three decades,
to see what they think. Tony Maher, the group’s general
manager, said apostrophes were a problem for many
people. “Personally, I would leave the street names as
they are in the hope that our children learn how to use
apostrophes correctly. I still see shops with ‘greengrocers’
apostrophes’ emblazoned in their windows such as
‘Apple’s - 20p, Orange’s 25p, Sock’s £2’ and so on,” he said.
“I think it is one argument that will continue for many
years to come.”  — AFP 

Britain at war over missing punctuation

A young boy shouts in front of a street mural as he attends a military parade in central Athens during a cere-
mony marking the Greek Independence Day yesterday. — AFP 
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SEOUL: South Korean sports officials said yesterday they are preparing to file a
formal complaint with the International Skating Union over the judging of the
women’s figure skating competitions at the Sochi Olympics. South Korean fans
were outraged when  Yuna Kim was denied a second straight Olympic figure
skating gold medal at that the Sochi Games and blamed questionable judging.
Kim, the 2010 Olympic champion, settled for silver behind Russian teenager
Adelina Sotnikova. Officials at the Korean Olympic Committee and the Korea
Skating Union said their complaint will be filed with the International Skating
Union’s disciplinary committee calling for an investigation into the judging.
Korea Skating Union officials said they are gathering necessary documents and

materials. A joint statement by the two organizations last
week said the judging was “unreasonable and unfair.”
The statement said the two organizations want to “for-
malize unfairness of the judging” and prevent South
Korean figure skaters and other athletes from suffering
“unfairness” in judging. Kim’s management company

said last week the skater respects the decision to
lodge the complaint. In February, the Korean

Olympic Committee sent a protest letter over
the judging to the International Olympic
Committee, according to South Korean
Olympic officials.—AP

Protest over Olympic judging

LONDON: Britain’s four-time Olympic alpine skier Chemmy Alcott has announced she
will retire from racing after the 2014 British championships.

The 31-year-old recorded five top-10 World Cup finishes and is the only Briton to
have won a World Cup giant slalom run. Last month, she finished in 19th place in the
women’s downhill at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi.

Alcott, whose career was blighted by injury, told the BBC: “It is with a heavy heart
that I announce my retirement from ski racing, a sport that defines me.”

She added: “I am not retiring from skiing and believe that I still have much to offer
the sport. “It is my intention to take some time off over the summer, enjoy my forth-
coming wedding to Dougie (Crawford) and return next season to the alpine racing
world to use my wealth of experience to help other athletes.” Alcott has
been Britain’s most successful alpine skier and was the first and only
Briton to win a run in a World Cup race in the giant slalom at
Soelden in Sweden in 2008. She was dubbed the ‘bionic woman’
after a double fracture in late 2010 left her needing a metal plate
inserted into her right leg, while a further break hampered her
comeback bid in August 2013. Alcott added: “Looking back at my
career I am incredibly proud that I have had the guts and mental
strength to overcome the odds and compete for my country.

“I look forward to mentoring others and to continuing my
charity and television work, particularly in the challenging
field of adventure-my future is bright’.”—AFP

BUENOS AIRES: Children living in a slum in Argentina’s capital are
playing cricket as part of an initiative to help them escape poverty
and crime.

Villa 21-24 in Buenos Aires is a slum so dangerous that most out-
siders don’t dare enter. But the kids playing the ball-and-bat sport in
a dirt training ground say they’ve found new hope in a sport that is
mostly restricted to the elite.

The International Cricket Council even awarded the children’s
Caacupe team with its Best Spirit of Cricket Initiative. The council
said the pairing of these marginalized kids with students from St.
George’s College, an upscale school, has improved their life both on
and off the pitch and sets an example worldwide.

“It’s a real recognition not only of the development of this project
but also of the way in which we are coaching the children” said
Daniel Juarez, a former player from one of Buenos Aires’ most
renowned cricket clubs, and the mastermind behind the initiative.

Cricket originated in Britain but is also widely played in South
Asia and the Caribbean. The sport was introduced to the slum in
2009 as a way to integrate children to a game that traditionally was
reserved for Argentina’s upscale private schools. Its twice-weekly
training sessions now include up to 30 children between ages of 8
and 15.—AP

Canadiens stop Bruins
Western Conference

Pacific Division
W L OTL GF GA PTS  

San Jose 46 18 9 222 175 101  
Anaheim 46 18 7 228 180 99   
Los Angeles 41 25 6   177 151 88   
Phoenix 34 26 12 199 205 80   
Vancouver 33 30 10 176 196 76   
Calgary 30 35 7 183 211 67   
Edmonton 25 38 9 178 236 59   

Central Division
St. Louis 48 16 7 228 160 103  
Chicago 41 16 15 240 186 97   
Colorado 44 21 6 216 194 94   
Minnesota 37 24 11 180 178 85   
Dallas 34 26 11 201 203 79   
Winnipeg 32 32 9 202 213 73   
Nashville 31 31 10 173 213 72   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Boston 49 17 6 230 153 104  
Tampa Bay 39 24 9 214 193 87   
Montreal 40 26 7 188 184 87   
Detroit 33 24 14 189 200 80   
Toronto 36 29 8 213 226 80   
Ottawa 29 29 13 203 240 71   
Florida 26 38 8   175 235 60   
Buffalo 20 43 8 138 210 48   

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 46 20 5 222 177 97   
NY Rangers 40 29 4 194 178 84   
Philadelphia 38 26 7 205 201 83   
Washington 34 27 11 208 213 79   
Columbus 36 29 6 200 194 78   
New Jersey 31 28 13 175 187 75   
Carolina 31 31 9 177 200 71   
NY Islanders 27 35 9 197 239 63   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the stand-
ings and are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings
NY Rangers 4, Phoenix 3 (OT); Los Angeles 3, Philadelphia 2;
Montreal 2, Boston 1 (SO); Ottawa 4, Tampa Bay 3 (SO); Dallas 2,
Winnipeg 1; Calgary 2, San Jose 1 (SO).

Argentina cricket program Alcott to retire from racing

BOSTON: Alex Galchenyuk scored the only shootout goal as
the Montreal Canadiens stopped the Boston Bruins’ 12-game
winning streak with a 2-1 victory Monday. The Bruins fell one
game short of their longest winning streak since 1970-71 and
two shy of the club record set in 1929-30. But their one point
from the shootout loss moved them ahead of Western
Conference-leading St. Louis for the most in the NHL with 104.

Boston tied it at 1 with just two seconds left on its sixth
power play of the game. Dougie Hamilton’s slap shot from the
center of the blue line deflected off Patrice Bergeron and past
goalie Peter Budaj with 5:26 left in the third period. It was
Bergeron’s 23rd goal of the season. Montreal grabbed the lead
on Alexei Emelin’s third goal of the season at 6:39 of the first. 

Emelin’s shot from the blue line deflected off Bruins for-
ward Chris Kelly about 30 feet from the net and rose over the
glove of goalie Tuukka Rask. The win moved Montreal ahead
of Tampa Bay and into third place in the Eastern Conference.

FLAMES 2, SHARKS 1
San Jose clinched a playoff spot by getting a point in a

shootout loss to Calgary. Mike Cammalleri scored the only
goal in the shootout for Calgary. Cammalleri moved in from
the right wing and went short side on Alex Stalock, setting off
a roar from the Saddledome crowd. Karri Ramo, who finished
with 33 saves, stopped Patrick Marleau, Joe Pavelski and
James Sheppard for the win. Joe Colborne scored in regula-
tion for Calgary. The Flames have won 10 of their past 13 on
home ice. Sheppard scored in regulation for San Jose, which
had its four-game road winning streak end. San Jose increased
its lead atop the Pacific Division to two points over Anaheim.
The Ducks have two games in hand.

RANGERS 4, COYOTES 3
Ryan McDonagh scored off a rebound of Dan Girardi’s shot

1:56 into overtime, completing the Rangers’ surprising rally.
McDonagh put the puck past backup goalie Thomas

Greiss, who relieved injured starter Mike Smith in the third
period and then gave up the tying and winning goals. Girardi

got the Rangers even with 3:28 left in regulation when he
tipped in a drive by his defense partner McDonagh.

Brad Richards and Derick Brassard scored in the second
period when New York erased a 2-0 deficit Phoenix built in the
first. Henrik Lundqvist made 18 saves on a night he was hon-
ored for recently breaking Rangers career marks for wins and
shutouts. The Rangers’ fourth straight win pushed them one
point ahead of Philadelphia and into second place in the
Metropolitan Division.

KINGS 3, FLYERS 2
Dwight King scored a tiebreaking goal midway through

the third period, leading Los Angeles to the win. Jeff Carter
and Justin Williams scored in the second for the Kings, who
won their third straight and 11th in 14 games while remaining
in third place in the Pacific Division. Matt Read and Jakub
Voracek had Philadelphia’s goals. The Flyers had won five in a
row. They dropped to 12-3-1 in their last 16 games. Los
Angeles had a 2-0 lead entering the final period, but
Philadelphia tied it at 2 before King’s winning score with 9:24
remaining. Ray Emery had 38 saves for Philadelphia. Jonathan
Quick finished with 30 stops for the Kings.

STARS 2, JETS 1
Ray Whitney and Tyler Seguin scored power-play goals as

Dallas held off Winnipeg. The victory allowed Dallas to move
within a point of the Phoenix Coyotes for the Western
Conference’s final playoff spot. The Stars have 79 points.
Phoenix received a point for an overtime loss against the
Rangers to reach 80. Winnipeg continued to fade out of the
postseason race. The Jets are 2-6-3 in their past 11 games. One
of the victories was a 7-2 rout of visiting Dallas eight days ear-
lier. Stars goalie Kari Lehtonen made 32 saves. Jamie Benn had
two assists for Dallas, which was 2 for 4 on the power play.
Bryan Little scored for the Jets with 2:44 remaining.

SENATORS 4, LIGHTNING 3
Jason Spezza scored in regulation and had the only goal in

a shootout, helping Ottawa end a six-game losing streak. Erik
Karlsson had a goal and two assists for the Senators. Karlsson,
the top-scoring defenseman in the NHL with 68 points,
opened the scoring 3:57 into the game with his career-high
20th goal. Seventy seconds after Karlsson scored, Nikita
Kucherov snapped a shot past goalie Robin Lehner to pull
Tampa Bay even at 1.

Ottawa took a 3-1 lead midway through the second period,
when Spezza and Kyle Turris scored 44 seconds apart against
former Senators goalie Ben Bishop. The Lightning rallied from
a two-goal deficit with power-play goals by Victor Hedman at
13:26 of the second period and Steven Stamkos at 5:44 of the
third. Lehner finished with 35 saves. Bishop had 29.—AP

BOSTON: Peter Budaj No. 30 of the Montreal Canadiens
makes a save against the Boston Bruins in the third
period during the game at TD Garden. —AFP
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Photo of the day

Thomas Genon performs at Terre Rouge, Southern France .—www.redbull.com

SAN ANTONIO: Austin Daye had 22 points and
Tim Duncan added 19 as the San Antonio Spurs
earned their 14th straight win with a 113-91 vic-
tory Monday that sent the Philadelphia 76ers to
their 25th consecutive loss.

Philadelphia will face Houston on Thursday
with the dubious distinction of being a loss shy
of tying the NBA record for consecutive losses
set by the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2010-11.

Kawhi Leonard and Patty Mills scored 15
points each and Cory Joseph added 12 for San
Antonio, which maintained the league’s best
record at 54-16. The Spurs did not play starters
Tony Parker, Tiago Splitter and Danny Green, but
did not need them against the lowly 76ers.

Thaddeus Young and Michael Carter-Williams
each scored 19 points, Byron Mullens added 15
and Elliot Williams had 14 for Philadelphia (15-
56).

HEAT 93, TRAIL BLAZERS 91
LeBron James scored 32 points, including a

layup with 11.4 seconds left, and Chris Bosh
capped his 30th birthday by blocking Damian
Lillard’s layup in the final moments as the Miami
Heat escaped with a win over the Portland Trail
Blazers.

Bosh finished with 15 points and Chris
Andersen had 13 points and 11 rebounds for
Miami, which won for just the fifth time in 12
games. Mario Chalmers added 11 points for the
Heat.

Lillard led the Blazers with 19 points on 3-for-
15 shooting. Mo Williams scored 17, Wes
Matthews had 15, Nicolas Batum 11 and Robin
Lopez 10 for Portland, which was down 17 with
just more than 9 minutes remaining.

ROCKETS 100, BOBCATS 89
James Harden scored 31 points and Dwight

Howard had a double-double in his return to the
court as the Houston Rockets defeated the
Charlotte Bobcats for their fourth straight win.

Harden had 14 points in the pivotal third
quarter and finished 11-of-19 from the field.
Terrence Jones added 18 points and seven
rebounds in the victory.

Howard had missed the previous three
games with an ankle injury, but Houston won all
three without him by an average of 23 points. He
finished with 10 points and 10 rebounds.

Kemba Walker had 22 points and Al Jefferson
had 20 points and 11 rebounds for Charlotte,
which lost for only the second time in 11 games
at home.

SUNS 102, HAWKS 95
Eric Bledsoe scored 20 points to lead five

Phoenix players in double figures as the Suns
won their fourth in a row, beating the Atlanta
Hawks to pull even with Dallas for the final play-
off spot in the Western Conference.

The Suns buried the Hawks from 3-point
range, knocking down 12-of-24 beyond the arc.
Bledsoe made all  three of his long-range
attempts, while Channing Frye was 4-of-9 to
account for the bulk of his 18 points. Goran
Dragic had 19 points, Markieff Morris 17 and
Gerald Green 13.

Atlanta, trying to hold the eighth spot in the
East, lost its third in a row after a season-high
five-game winning streak. Paul Millsap and
DeMarre Carroll led the Hawks with 19 points
apiece.

BULLS 89, PACERS 77
Taj Gibson led five players in double figures

with 23 points as the Chicago Bulls brushed off a
poor offensive first half to rally past the Indiana
Pacers.

Kirk Hinrich had 18 points on 7-for-13 shoot-
ing, Mike Dunleavy scored 13, Jimmy Butler 12
and Joakim Noah added 10 points, eight
rebounds and eight assists. Gibson, who was 9
for 15 from the field, also had eight rebounds in
32 minutes off the bench.

The Bulls (40-31) pulled within two percent-
age points of Toronto (39-30) for third place in
the Eastern Conference. The win also prevented
Indiana from clinching the Central Division title
on Chicago’s home court. The Pacers are looking
to win consecutive division crowns for the sec-
ond time since joining the NBA (1998-99 and
1999-2000).

THUNDER 117, NUGGETS 96
Kevin Durant had 27 points and eight assists

to help the Oklahoma City Thunder defeat the

Denver Nuggets. Caron Butler scored 23 points,
his highest total since the Thunder added him
right after the trade deadline. Reggie Jackson
had 16 points and a career-high 11 assists, and
Serge Ibaka added 15 points and seven
rebounds for the Thunder, who won their fourth
straight.

Durant, who was coming off a 51-point game
against Toronto on Friday, is averaging 37 points
during the winning streak. The Thunder sat point
guard Russell Westbrook so he could rest his sur-
gically repaired right knee. Ty Lawson scored 25
points for the Nuggets, who had won three of
four.

GRIZZLIES 109, TIMBERWOLVES 92
Mike Conley had 23 points and six assists,

Marc Gasol added 14 and 12 rebounds as the
Memphis Grizzlies built an early lead and easily
dispatched the short-handed Minnesota
Timberwolves.

Zach Randolph finished with 17 points for
Memphis, while Tayshaun Prince and Ed Davis
added 12 points apiece. Mike Miller scored 11 as
Memphis won its 10th straight home game.

Kevin Love led the Timberwolves with 16
points, but shot 6-of-18 from the field, part of
Minnesota shooting 38 percent for the game.
Corey Brewer had 15 points and Kevin Martin
finished with 13. Gorgui Dieng, in the starting
lineup because of injuries on Minnesota’s front
line, finished with 11 points and 17 rebounds.

PELICANS 109, NETS 104
Tyreke Evans scored a season-high 33 points

as the short-handed New Orleans Pelicans rallied
from 22 down in the third quarter, beating the
Brooklyn Nets.

Evans scored 14 as New Orleans closed the
third period on a 29-10 run to get back in the
game. Anthony Morrow, who did not score until
the final 2 minutes of regulation, had 11 points
the rest of the way as the Pelicans completed
their comeback.

Morrow hit a 3-pointer to give New Orleans a
106-100 lead in overtime and sealed the victory
with another 3 to make it 109-102 with 54.5 sec-
onds left.

Paul Pierce had 24 points and Deron Williams
23 for the Nets, who lost for the first time in five
games after winning at Dallas in overtime
Sunday.

PISTONS 114, JAZZ 94
Andre Drummond had 19 points and 14

rebounds as the Detroit Pistons shot a season-
best 55 percent to blow by the Utah Jazz.

Rodney Stuckey scored 19, Greg Monroe had
18 points and 11 rebounds, and Brandon
Jennings added 15 points to help the Pistons
snap a 14-game road losing streak in the finale
of a four-game Western Conference trip.

Gordon Hayward scored 32 points - his high-
est total since he had 37 against Oklahoma City
on Jan. 7 - to lead the Jazz, who have lost seven
of eight. Detroit went 9 for 17 from 3-point
range and ended a five-game losing streak.

CLIPPERS 106, BUCKS 98
Blake Griffin had 27 points and 14 rebounds

as the Los Angeles Clippers made it consecutive
50-win seasons with a lackluster victory over the
Milwaukee Bucks.

The Clippers became the ninth NBA team to
have different head coaches guide a club to 50
victories in back-to-back seasons. They reached
the mark five games earlier under Doc Rivers
than they did last season under Vinny Del Negro,
when they set a franchise record with 56 wins
and captured their first division title. This is
Rivers’ fifth 50-win season as a head coach,
including four with Boston.

Chris Paul had 14 points and seven assists for
the Clippers, who have won 13 of 14 overall and
a season-best eight straight at home. Newly
acquired Ramon Sessions had a season-high 28
points for the Bucks, who have lost eight in a
row and are a league-worst 13-58. —AP

Spurs pound 76ers

SAN ANTONIO: San Antonio Spurs’ Tim Duncan (21) is pressured by 76ers’ Thaddeus Young
(left) and Hollis Thompson (right) during the first half of an NBA basketball game. —AP

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
W L PCT GB      

Toronto 39 30 .565 -       
Brooklyn 37 32 .536 2       
NY Knicks 29 41 .414 10.5  
Boston 23 47 .329 16.5  
Philadelphia 15 56 .211 25      

Central Division
Indiana 51 20 .718 -       
Chicago 40 31 .563 11      
Cleveland 27 44 .380 24      
Detroit 26 44 .371 24.5  
Milwaukee 13 58 .183 38      

Southeast Division
Miami 48 21 .696 -       
Washington 36 34 .514 12.5  
Charlotte 34 37 .479 15      
Atlanta 31 38 .449 17      
Orlando 19 52 .268 30      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 52 18 .743 -       
Portland 45 26 .634 7.5   
Minnesota 34 35 .493 17.5  
Denver 32 39 .451 20.5  
Utah 23 48 .324 29.5  

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 50 21 .704 -       
Golden State 44 27 .620 6       
Phoenix 42 29 .592 8       
Sacramento 25 45 .357 24.5  
LA Lakers 23 46 .333 26      

Southwest Division
San Antonio 54 16 .771 -       
Houston 48 22 .686 6       
Memphis 42 28 .600 12      
Dallas 42 29 .592 12.5  
New Orleans 30 40 .429 24  

NBA results/standings
Houston 100, Charlotte 89; Phoenix 102, Atlanta 95; Miami 93, Portland 91; Chicago 89, Indiana 77; Memphis
109, Minnesota 92; New Orleans 109, Brooklyn 104 (OT); Oklahoma City 117, Denver 96; San Antonio 113,
Philadelphia 91; Detroit 114, Utah 94; LA Clippers 106, Milwaukee 98. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways Chairman and Managing Director Rasha Al-Roumi wel-
comed directors and coaching staff of the KAC basketball team which won the tour-
nament cup and finished third in the league competition during last season’s
Ministries and State Departments Championship. Team Director Salem Al-Omran
expressed appreciation for the management’s support that it was  the ‘key’ to the
team’s success.

NBK announces the first 10 

winners to FIFA World Cup
KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
announced the winners of the first draw in
its campaign “win 32 travel packages for
two to the 2014 FIFA World Cup” in partner-
ship with Visa International. 10 NBK cus-
tomers won full travel packages to attend
the first game in this competition, one of
the most popular events in the world.

NBK is the only official non-host retail
banking partner of the 2014 FIFA World
Cup in Kuwait, in association with Visa, the
official FIFA partner. 

Ali Taleb Abdullah, Nawal Naif Al
Dabous, Fares Wasmi Al Dhufeeri, Al Shaikh
Mansour Mubarak Al Sabah, Saravana
Bandian, minor Fawaz Jawdat Al Shawwa,
Nawaf Salah Al Anizy, Farida Hadjab, Iraklis
Karanikolis and Ryadh Fahad Al Said each
won a full travel package for two to the
2014 FIFA World Cup, with all expenses
paid by NBK. Each travel package includes
two round trip airline tickets, two match
tickets with hotel accommodation for four
nights, and transfer service for both winner
and guest.

NBK new and current Visa Cardholders
and customers transferring their salaries or
student allowances to NBK still have the
chance to win travel packages to Brazil
before the campaign concludes on 30th of

April, 2014.
NBK Visa Cardholders (prepaid, credit

cards) will get one chance to enter the
draw for every KD 20  spent locally using
their NBK Visa Cards for all purchases dur-
ing the promotion period. NBK Visa
Cardholders (debit, prepaid and credit
cards) can also triple their chances to win
while spending overseas during traveling
or on the internet.

All current and new NBK customers who
have their salary transferred to NBK will be
eligible to get 10 chances to win in each
draw for every transfer, while all current
and new Al Shahab customers who transfer
their student allowance to NBK will get 5
chances to win in each draw. 

NBK and Visa Worldwide have once
again partnered to bring the thrill and
enthusiasm of the 2014 FIFA World Cup(tm)
to Kuwait. NBK is privileged to be the first
and only bank in Kuwait to reward its cus-
tomers with this exclusive offer.

FIFA World Cup(TM) is one of the world’s
most popular sporting events. NBK hosted
the 2014 FIFA World Cup(tm) Winner ’s
Trophy on its first visit to Kuwait last April.
NBK Credit Cards are accepted worldwide
and are the safest, most convenient and
rewarding way to pay.

The winner Ali Taleb Abdullah receiving prize from Ghadeer Al-Awadhi, NBK’s
Executive Manager, Consumer Banking Group.

MIAMI: World number one Serena Williams
led a stampede of top seeds into the quarter-
finals of the Sony Open on Monday but big
sister and three-time Miami champion Venus
could not join the party. On a day that saw
play interrupted by rain, it seemed nothing
could stop the cream of women’s tennis from
rising to the top with Williams, a six-time
Miami champion, Australian Open winner Li
Na, third seed Agnieszka Radwanska, five-
time runner-up Maria Sharapova and fifth
seed Angelique Kerber all moving into the
last eight. But Serena’s big sister Venus could
not complete the Williams family double
falling 6-1 5-7 6-3 to Slovakian 10th seed
Dominika Cibulkova just as the centre court
clock was about to strike midnight.

While Serena Williams and Sharapova

clashed in last year’s Miami final there will be
no championship rematch this Saturday with
the American and Russian on the same side
of the draw and closing in on a semi-final
showdown.

After getting her title defence off to a slow
start, Williams, who lives an hour’s drive from
the Crandon Park Tennis Center and considers
the event her home tournament, stepped it
up a gear against Coco Vandeweghe, sweep-
ing past the young American qualifier 6-3 6-1

in 79 minutes. “I was definitely happier today,”
Williams told reporters.  “I was really strug-
gling my first two matches, so I just wanted to
have a better performance today.

“Going into the match I knew I could only
do better. That kind of helped out, too.” Li was
no less ruthless, the Chinese world number
two demolishing Spain’s Carla Suarez Navarro
6-0 6-2 in 61 minutes while Radwanska grind-
ed out a 7-6 (5) 5-7 6-2 victory over Ukraine’s
Elina Svitolina. Kerber also needed three sets
to get past Russian Ekaterina Makarova 6-4 1-
6 6-3. Fourth seed Sharapova got a much-
needed wake-up call after sleep-walking her
way through the opening set before dis-
patching Belgian Kirsten Flipkens 3-6 6-4 6-1
while Kerber also needed three sets to get by
Russian Ekaterina Makarova 6-4 1-6 6-3.

Former world number one and 12th seed
Ana Ivanovic seemed headed for a quarter-
final berth after comfortably taking the first
set against eighth seed Czech Petra Kvitova
but fell apart after that, committing 11 dou-
ble faults en route to a stunning 3-6 6-0 6-0
loss.

BETTER MOOD
Williams, a minority owner of the National

Football League’s Miami Dolphins, once again
stepped onto the court dressed in her team’s
turquoise and orange colours and kicked off
the match by claiming the only break of the
opening set for the early lead.

In the second set, Williams simply blitzed
Vandeweghe, overpowering the 22-year-old
who managed to hold her serve just once
against the 17-times grand slam winner.

“It doesn’t feel great (playing bad tennis),”
said Williams.  “That also gave me confidence
to know if I’m winning these matches when
I’m playing some of the worst tennis I have
personally played in the past couple of years,
then, you know, it gave me a lot of hope.

“I’m in a better mood now. It was impossi-
ble for me to be in a good mood after I played
those last matches.” Sharapova, playing the
first match of the day on a drowsy and over-
cast centre court, appeared to have trouble
getting up for her fourth-round contest, as
did many of the ticket holders with only a few
hundred spectators sprinkled across the quiet
stadium as play began.

“I started off ... probably looked like it was
too early,” Sharapova told reporters. “I usually
like playing first match on, but I didn’t start
off the way I wanted to.—Reuters

Serena, Sharapova again 

on Miami collision course

KEY BISCAYNE: Maria Sharapova of
Russia returns a shot to Kirsten Flipkens
of Belgium during their match on day 8
of the Sony Open at Crandon Park Tennis
Center. —AFP
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West Indies:
D. Smith c Al Amin b Mahmudullah 72
C. Gayle c Tamim b Ziaur 48
L. Simmons st Rahim b Shakib 0
M. Samuels c Gazi b Al Amin 18
D. Sammy not out 14 
A. Russell c Shakib b Al Amin 0
D. Bravo c Tamim b Al Amin 0
D. Ramdin run out 0
Extras: (b10, lb1, w7, nb1) 19 
Total (for seven wickets, 20 overs) 171
Fall of wickets: 1-97 (Smith), 2-98 (Simmons), 3-151
(Gayle), 4-167 (Samuels), 5-167 (Russell), 6-168
(Bravo), 7-171 (Ramdin).
Bowling: Mortaza 4-0-25-0 (w6), Al Amin 4-0-21-3,
Gazi 4-0-38-0, Sabbir 1-0-12-0, Mahmudullah 3-0-
27-1, Shakib 3-0-21-1 (w1), Ziaur 1-0-16-1 (nb1). .

Bangladesh
Tamim Iqbal c Bravo b Badree 5

Anamul Haque st Ramdin b Santokie 10
Mominul Haque c Santokie b Narine 16
Shakib Al Hasan b Santokie 0
Mushfiqur Rahim c Bravo b Badree 22
Sabbir Rahman c Sammy b Badree 1
Mohammad Mahmudullah c Simmons b Badree 1
Ziaur Rahman b Russell 9
Sohag Gazi b Russell 11
Mashrafe Mortaza c Bravo b Santokie 19
Al Amin Hossain not out 0
Extras: (lb1, w3) 4
Total (all out, 19.1 overs) 98 
Fall of wickets: 1-14 (Tamim), 2-16 (Anamul), 3-16
(Shakib), 4-51 (Mominul), 5-57 (Sabbir), 6-58
(Rahim), 7-59 (Mahmudullah), 8-73 (Ziaur), 9-97
(Mortaza), 10-98 (Gazi). 
Bowling: Badree 4-0-15-4, Santokie 4-0-17-3 (w2),
Samuels 1-0-9-0, Sammy 1-0-6-0, Narine 4-0-17-1,
Bravo 3-0-23-0 (w1), Russell 2.1-0-10-2.
West Indies won by 73 runs.

SCOREBOARD
DHAKA: Scoreboard of the World Twenty20 Super-10 group two match between Bangladesh and
the West Indies at the Sher-e-Bangla stadium in Dhaka yesterday:

DHAKA: Dwayne Smith smashed 72 off 43 balls before
spinner Samuel Badree claimed 4-15 as the West Indies
thrashed hosts Bangladesh by 73 runs in a key World
Twenty20 match in Dhaka yesterday.

The defending champions, who needed a win to stay
in contention for the semi-finals after losing to India on
Sunday, piled up 171-7 and then bowled out
Bangladesh for a paltry 98 in the Super-10 group two
match.

Chris Gayle hit a run-a-ball 48 in an impressive bat-
ting display by the West Indies after the hosts won the
toss and elected to field before a sell-out crowd of
25,000 at the Sher-e-Bangla stadium.

Bangladesh, playing their first match in the Super-
10s after qualifying along with the Netherlands from
the first round, faltered against pace and spin in the
one-sided contest.

Left-arm seamer Krishmar Santokie claimed two
wickets off successive balls, including the vital one of
Shakib Al Hasan, to reduce Bangladesh to 16-3 by the
fourth over.

Badree, who had begun the slide by removing open-
er Tamim Iqbal for five, sliced through the middle order
with three wickets in his final over, the 11 of the innings.

Bangladesh captain Mushfiqur Rahim top-scored
with 22 and tailender Mashrafe Mortaza made 19, but
six batsmen failed to enter double figures in a poor bat-
ting display by the home team. West Indies captain
Darren Sammy said he was happy to see the team
bounce back after the loss to India.

“This was a much better game for us,” he said. “Chris
and Smith batted well and then bowlers bowled fantas-
tically well. The win was important because it kept us in
the loop for the semi-finals.

“These conditions are good for the slower bowlers.
Santokie and Badree started off very well. It is hard to
leave someone like Ravi Rampaul out, but you saw what
Santokie did.

“It is good to have that sort of bench strength.”
Rahim, already under fire from the local media for the
loss to minnows Hong Kong in the first round, rued
another bad day in the field for his team. “These losses
really hurt,” he said. “Today was another disappointing
effort starting with our fielding, because we gave away
a lot of cheap runs.

“To chase 172 you need a good start, but we lost
wickets early and it became difficult from there on. We
need the batsmen to have better shot selection.

“I hope we can do better in our remaining matches.”
Smith dominated an opening stand of 97 by slamming
10 boundaries and three sixes, outscoring the unusually
dour Gayle, whose contribution in the partnership was
19. Smith reached his half-century off 33 balls in the
10th over with a fourth consecutive boundary off spin-
ner Sohag Gazi.

Gayle opened out after Smith’s dismissal in the 12th
over and hit two sixes and three fours before holing out
in the deep off Ziaur Rahman in the 19th.

The West Indies plundered 44 runs from the 17th to
the 19th overs to move to 167-3, before losing four
wickets in the final over bowled by seamer Al Amin
Hossain. India, Pakistan and Australia are the other
teams in the group, from which two will advance to the
semi-finals.—AFP

Windies rout Bangladesh

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s last batsman Sohag Gazi is bowled out by West Indies’ bowler
Andre Russell during their ICC Twenty20 Cricket World Cup match. —AP

KUWAIT: On a short visit to Kuwait recently, legend of
upper cuts and flat sixes, evergreen opening batsman
of India, the dashing Virender Sehwag made sure that
he took special time out to catch-up with Ghayoor
Ahmed, the senior coach of TACK-IIK Children’s Cricket
Academy, as the duo relived their old days of playing
together for the same club, university and guided by
the same coach in Delhi. While one went on to
become a modern day legend, Ghayoor has become
the most accomplished and respected cricket coach
in Kuwait at U-15, U-19 & national level.  

Virender Sehwag, affectionately called Viru, was
invited to Kuwait by City Clinic in collaboration with
indiansinkuwait.com in order to promote ‘Sehwag
International School’, an initiative on Sehwag’s part to
give back to the community and people that show-
ered him with great love and admiration. 

Located in Haryana, India, Sehwag International
School (SIS) caters to boarding kids from class 3 all the
way up to year 10 with a strong-held belief that a
healthy body is what that determines a healthy mind.
As a result, various sports and fitness related activities
are strongly encouraged in SIS with cricket being at
the forefront of them all, as Viru himself is the national
pride of Indian Cricket and also the international face
for many global brands. 

A promotional event aimed at familiarizing Kuwait
with SIS was held at Crowne Plaza Hotel sponsored
and organized by the senior management of City
Clinic and marketed by indiansinkuwait.com to
ensure that the right target market turns up for the
promotion, which in this case were children and par-
ents. As expected, hundreds of ecstatic and wide-
eyed kids turned up to see their cricketing hero in
person and were able to learn a lot more about his
school with some of them now looking forward to
becoming international students at SIS in the near
future. After a long day of press conferences and face
to face interaction with hundreds of kids, the forceful
Sehwag had a fruitful meeting with the senior coach
of TACK-IIK Children’s Cricket Academy as they decid-
ed to spend the evening together. Apart from reliving
the memories of their college days, the main purpose
of this meeting was to ensure that maximum num-
bers of kids are made aware of SIS via TACK-IIK chil-
dren’s cricket academy in Kuwait. 

They both agreed that a children’s academy is the
ideal platform to promote a boarding school based
around sporting principles, and when that academy
is in collaboration with indiansinkuwait.com, you
have every ingredient to come up with a result orient-
ed recipe. With more than 75 registrations in less than
two months, a name like Pro Sports as the official
sports equipment partner and Schneider as the long-
term sponsor, TACK in collaboration with indi-
ansinkuwait.com has cemented its place as the lead-
ing Children’s Cricket Academy in Kuwait with inter-
national standard facilities of flood lights, grassy out-
fields and professionally managed turf wickets. Coach
Ghayoor Ahmed assured Sehwag that TACK-IIK will
ensure that all registered kids are kept aware of
Sehwag International School for the betterment of
their respective education & sports related interests,
with the final decision taken by the parents in due
time. With TACK-IIK Children’s Cricket Academy pre-
dicted to expand to more than a 100 kids, each regis-
tration will subsequently increase the awareness and

aid the promotion of SIS.  Sehwag, who has founded
SIS, a co-education, boarding institution in Jhajjar,
south Gurgaon in the national capital region, is trying
his level best to make a comeback to the Indian crick-
et team, and at the same time, he is very determined
to follow through with his social responsibility.
Therefore, encouraging parents to convince their chil-
dren to actively participate in teamsports like cricket
has become a norm in this charismatic sportsman’s
life as he genuinely believes it helps the child grow
both physically and mentally.

It’s no surprise that Sehwag’s personal objectives
fit perfectly in line with that of TACK-IIK Children’s
Cricket Academy which was launched earlier this year
as part of their corporate social responsibility to help
children grow in every way possible. TACK-IIK chil-
dren’s cricket academy is providing parents with an

ideal opportunity to fulfill their child’s dreams to rep-
resent their country’s cricket team by giving them the
opportunity to harness and enhance their cricketing
skills in a safe environment.

Teams association for Cricket in Kuwait (TACK)
aims to advance the game of cricket in Kuwait
through leadership and discipline by providing
opportunities and international standard facilities to
people from all backgrounds to play competitive
cricket. Since its inception in 2009, TACK has come a
long way from the desert grounds in Sulaibiakhat to
its crowning glory; TACK Entertainment City Cricket
Ground in Doha with lush green outfields and inter-
national standard floodlights. With 92 teams, more
than 2000 registered players and more than 15 tour-
naments under its belt; TACK is undoubtedly the pre-
mier cricket body in Kuwait. 

Indian batting legend Sehwag 
lauds children’s cricket academy

Bangladesh Community in associ-
ation of the Bangladesh
Embassy in Kuwait organized an

Independence Day Cup Football and
Ha-Do-Do Tournaments-2014 at Nadi
Al-Naser Stadium (beside the 6th Ring
Road close to national stadium) at 2:00
pm on Friday, March 21, 2014.

The final match of Ha-Do-Do was
held with lots of enthusiasm among
the players and the community  pres-
ent at the playground. The
Bangladeshi traditional National Game
(Ha-Do-Do) took place between Narail
Club vs Jenaidah Club. The Narail Club
emerged Champion of the
Tournament by 21-5 points.
Afterwards, the final match of the
Football Tournament took place at the
stadium between the Bangladesh
Shapla vs the Nobabgonj Club. The
Bangladesh Shapla won the match 3-
1.

Major General Mohammad Ashab
Uddin, ndc, pac, the Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in
Kuwait was present at the tournament

venue as the Chief Guest, The ambas-
sador  enjoyed the games and pre-
sented prizes among the champions.
Brig Gen Md. Nasimul Gani, Defence
Attache’,  SM Mahbubul Alam,
Counsellor (Political)  & Head of
Chancery, KM Ali Reza, First Secretary
(Labour), MA Jalil, First Secretary, and
Md Sakawat Hossian Patwary, Sonali
Bank Representative (SBR) were also
present at the tournament venue to
enjoy the matches.

A large number of Bangladeshi
community in Kuwait witnessed and
enjoyed the matches in a  joyous and
cheerful mood. The tournament took
place in a very friendly and congenial
atmosphere. It enhanced integrity and
solidarity among the Bangladesh com-
munity in Kuwait. It was very interac-
tive and engaging. It symbolizes an
extraordinary cohesiveness and
bondage with unique fellow-feeling
within the community. Therefore, it
was a successful and meaningful
arrangement with the patronization of
Bangladesh Embassy in Kuwait.

Bangladesh Community organizes
football, Ha-Do-Do tournaments

World Police Sport and Security 
Conference concludes in Kuwait

KUWAIT: The First World Police Sport
and Security Conference ended its func-
tions here yesterday, recommending the
establishment of an international police
sport apparatus that would address the
perennial problem of hooliganism at
sports events.

Among a number of recommenda-
tions which the conference proposed is
paying attention to the psychological
well-being of police personnel who are
assigned to the duty of keeping order at
sporting events, said chairman of the
Conference’s science committee Col.
Khaled Al-Najjar, in remarks to KUNA.

Another recommendation under-
scored the imperative to have the law
enforcement disseminate public infor-
mation on the negative aspects of
attending a sporting event that might
degenerate into chaos and disorder, said
Col. Al-Najjar. He added that it was also
necessary to boost the efficiency of
police academies and institutions in the
preparation of law enforcement  person-
nel who should follow an apt regimen of
eating healthy food and doing plenty of

physical exercise.
In addition, he said the conference

recommended that when constructing
sports arenas and stadiums, much care
would have to be given to ease the work
of police officers who must be there to
keep peace and order among the fans.

He further said that the attendees rec-
ommended that a scientific e-magazine
be published regularly by the
International Police Sport Union as a
conduit to information exchanges
among specialists in sport security and
to tap into social networks as a means to
keep abreast of any untoward event that
might break out at sporting arenas.

Moreover, Co. Al-Najjar said the con-
ference strongly recommended resorting
to retired law enforcement personnel to
stem from their expertise successful
ways to deal with public disorder at
sporting events.

The conference, which lasted two
days, was organized by the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Interior with the partici-
pation of delegations from 50 coun-
tries. —KUNA

India’s top court orders 
BCCI boss to step down

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court of India
has told Indian cricket board chief
Narayanaswami Srinivasan to step down
from his post or be forced to leave to
ensure a fair investigation into charges of
match-fixing in the Indian Premier
League.

Srinivasan’s son-in-law, Gurunath
Meiyappan, was indicted last month on
charges of betting and passing on infor-
mation to illegal bookmakers by a com-
mittee investigating match-fixing in the
IPL.

Supreme Court Justice AK Patnaik yes-
terday said if Srinivasan does not step
down voluntarily from the Board of
Control for Cricket in India, the court will
order his removal.

“Why is Srinivasan sticking to his
chair? If you don’t step down, then we
will pass an order,” Patnaik said. The court
will reconvene in two days.

Srinivasan told reporters that he did
not want to comment on the court’s
decision. As well as heading the BCCI,
Srinivasan is chairman-designate of crick-
et world governing body the
International Cricket Council. The ICC
also declined to comment on the latest
development, saying it was an “internal
matter” for the BCCI, adding the ICC can-
not intervene in the issue.

The IPL fixing controversy erupted last
year after several cricketers, including

test paceman Shantakumaran Sreesanth,
were arrested by Indian police for
allegedly giving away a minimum num-
ber of runs in exchange for money from
bookies.

Srinivasan’s position on the BCCI has
been considered untenable since a
three-member committee headed by
Justice Mukul Mudgal found Chennai
Super Kings team principal Meiyappan
guilty of being in touch with illegal book-
makers in its report forwarded to the
Supreme Court.

The finding came after the Bombay
High Court last year referred to the two-
member BCCI panel that initially cleared
Meiyappan of his charges as “illegal and
unconstitutional.”

Srinivasan said that Meiyappan was
“just a cricket enthusiast” even though
he was seen regularly at players’ auctions
and in the team dugout.

Meiyappan spent two weeks in jail last
year before being granted bail. Former
cricketer Mohinder Amarnath said
Srinivasan should step down in the inter-
est of Indian cricket.

The “game was bigger than an individ-
ual,” Amarnath, told reporters. “As a lover
of the game, he should step down. He
should respect the law and should honor
what the Supreme Court has suggested,”
said Amarnath, a member of the 1983
World Cup winning Indian team. —AP
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KARACHI: Sixteen-year-old Mohammad
Salman thought he was destined to live
his life on the mean streets of Karachi,
addicted to drugs, begging for survival
and with no prospects for a better
future. Now he is set to represent
Pakistan in the second edition of the
Street Child World Cup which starts in
Brazil this week.

“In my past life I was like a street
urchin, using drugs, running away from
school and studies. I was an addict,” said
Salman, who left home at age 13 after
fighting with his parents.

“We didn’t know what we were doing
and what we should do. I was staying
away from home.” Salman’s salvation
came after he was spotted by the non-

profit Azad Foundation that rehabilitates
street children in the sprawling Pakistani
metropolis of 18 million.

“They helped develop my interest in
football,” he said. “I’m excited to be part
of the Street Child World Cup.” The Amos
Trust, a British non-profit organisation,
convinced football’s governing body
FIFA to initiate the Street Child World
Cup in 2010.

The first edition was held in South
Africa ahead of the 2010 World Cup and
featured Brazil, South Africa, Nicaragua,
Ukraine, India, the Philippines, Tanzania
and a team from England. India won the
inaugural event, which proved so suc-
cessful that it was decided to hold it
ahead of every football World Cup. The

second edition will be hosted by Rio de
Janeiro from Friday until April 6.

ROCKS FOR GOALPOSTS
Owais Ali, another former street child,

said football has earned him respect.
“When I was living in the street, no one
treated me with respect; I did not know
anything as I was illiterate,” said Owais,
who like Salman comes from Karachi’s
troubled Orangi town, a shanty settle-
ment.

“I was confused once I left home and
the city was full of problems for me.
Than I found a way through Azad
Foundation who supported me and
helped me in studies. “Now I am in the
ninth grade. After I started football I

found new friends and now people
respect me.”

The seven-a-side Street Child World
Cup, to be held in football’s spiritual
heartland, represents a far cry from road-
side matches in Karachi with rocks used
for goal posts.

Away from the pitch, organisers plan
to host celebrity guests, a youth partici-
pation conference and exhibits featuring
Brazilian artists.

Getting Pakistan a place in the tour-
nament gave the children a tangible
goal to work toward, said Iftan Maqbool
of the Azad Foundation.

“It has turned out to a worthwhile
exercise and now our goal is to earn
recognition for Pakistan,” he said.

According to the Foundation, Karachi is
home to roughly 200,000 street children,
many of whom fall into gangs linked to
political parties engaged in a bloody
battle for control over the city.

Coach Abdul Rasheed admitted the
task of motivating children from such
troubled backgrounds was sometimes
challenging.

“It was tough when we first threw a
football at them,” said Rasheed. “They
were not consistent in their efforts but
we kept our mission and regrouped
these kids into a team,” he said.

“We have worked hard on these kids
as others before going to Brazil and the
aim is to fight for the trophy as well as
for recognition.”—AFP

Brazil beckons Pakistan’s street kid footballers

BERLIN: Record-breaking Bayern Munich were
confirmed German League champions yesterday
with a 3-1 win at Hertha Berlin as Pep Guardiola’s
side secured the title with seven games to spare.

In his debut season, Guardiola has now won
three titles in nine months after last August’s UEFA
Super Cup triumph and December’s Club World
Cup success. 

Bayern’s 19th consecutive Bundesliga win
secured the 24th German League title of their his-
tory, and the victory at Berlin’s Olympic Stadium
was never in doubt after they raced into a 2-0 lead
with just 15 minutes gone. Bayern have also taken
one game off their own record, set last season, for
the earliest confirmed league win. Midfielder Toni
Kroos slammed home an early strike before Mario
Goetze headed their second to set the Bavarian
giants on their way to collecting all three points. 

Hertha’s Colombia striker Adrian Ramos netted
a penalty before France winger Franck Ribery came
off the bench to net a superb third. 

With seven games left, Bayern have an unassail-
able 25-point lead from second-placed Borussia
Dortmund, although in truth the title race has been
over for weeks already.

Kroos, whose recent contract extension negoti-
ations have stalled, opened the scoring in the sixth
minute when he fired home from a Mueller cross.

Goetze doubled the lead when he headed
home from a Bastian Schweinsteiger delivery eight
minutes later and Bayern enjoyed a remarkable 83
percent of the possession in the opening half. It
could have been 3-0 at the break as Mueller head-
ed off the crossbar with Hertha’s ex-Bayern goal-
keeper Thomas Kraft beaten seven minutes before
the interval. 

The hosts pulled a goal back when Ramos net-
ted a penalty on 66 minutes after being fouled in
the area by Bayern’s Brazilian right-back Rafinha.
However, with 11 minutes left, Ribery scored the
best goal of the night when he chipped home from
a seemingly impossible angle after a storming run
by Goetze.

Dortmund held onto second place with a goal-
less draw at home to third-placed local rivals
Schalke 04 with no trouble reported despite securi-
ty concerns seeing some 3000 police officers
deployed for the match.

VfL Wolfsburg moved up to fifth with a 3-1 win
at mid-table Werder Bremen as Junior Malanda,
Ivan Perisic and Germany Under-21 attacking mid-
fielder Maximilian Arnold, who is still only 19,
found the net for the visitors. 

Centre-back Sebastian Proedl netted a consola-
tion for Bremen. Bottom side Eintracht
Braunschweig breathed some life into their survival
fight with a shock 3-1 win at home to seventh-

placed Mainz 05 as Congolese-born captain
Dominick Kumbela scored twice. The result keeps
things tight at the foot of the table with just four
points separating the bottom five teams.—AFP

Bayern clinch German title

GERMANY: Bayern Munich’s Brazilian defender Dante and Hertha’s Colombian forward
Adrian Ramos (right) vie for the ball during the German First Division Bundesliga football
match. —AFP

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool manager Brendan
Rodgers is hoping his team can capitalise on a
run of home matches as they attempt to boost
their title hopes against Sunderland at Anfield
today.

The Reds have not had a home game since
February 23 but have won all three matches
since, winning 3-0 at Southampton, beating
Manchester United by the same scoreline at Old
Trafford and securing a 6-3 victory at Cardiff at
the weekend.

Rodgers’ side, unbeaten in the league since
the turn of the year with 29 points from a possi-
ble 33, trail leaders Chelsea by four points and
are in contention for a first league championship
since 1990.

Five of their remaining eight matches are at

home and a win over Sunderland in their game
in hand on Chelsea would close the gap to just
one point.

After the visit of Sunderland, they entertain
Tottenham at the weekend before travelling to
West Ham and hosting Manchester City.

Following a trip to Norwich they have a home
against Chelsea and then head to Crystal Palace
before finishing the season against Newcastle at
Anfield.

Rodgers is optimistic that home advantage
will count and he said: “We’re really looking for-
ward to playing at Anfield now on Wednesday
night. It’s a big game for us.

“Hopefully the supporters can really get
behind the team well before kick-off, get the
atmosphere revved up for the game and we’ll
look to continue on this great run.

“As you can see, we believe we can perform
well and get results. Cardiff was the fourth away
game on the spin that we’ve won. “We ended up
with six goals against Cardiff - arguably we could
have had one or two more. But it was a wonder-
ful demonstration of our mentality, resilience
and our strength mentally. I t was another
demonstration of our offensive power.

“It may or may not be this year but there’s no
doubt we’re on the right road to winning a title
here. “We are far from being perfect. We are
nowhere near the finished article but we are
learning and improving. “At the top it’s very
tight. There are eight games to go but we are
only looking at Sunderland.” Spanish left-back
Jose Enrique is Liverpool’s only enforced absen-
tee as he continues to struggle with a long-term
knee problem.

The trip to Anfield is just the start of a testing
series of away fixtures for third bottom
Sunderland as they attempt to retain their
Premier League status. 

Between now and the end of the season, they
are also scheduled to travel to Tottenham,
Manchester City, Chelsea and Manchester
United.

It is conceivable they will not pick up a single
point from those games against leading teams
who will not be coasting towards the finishing
line.

But midfielder Liam Bridcutt is one player
who is relishing the challenge after spending
most of his career in the Championship with
Brighton.

Bridcutt is looking forward to tackling

Liverpool and he said: “No, it’s not daunting. We
all know they are a top team, but we also know
we can do well if we are on our game.”

Bridcutt’s optimism is admirable when the
reality is that Sunderland’s squad is so stretched
that manager Gus Poyet has recalled Connor
Wickham for his loan at Leeds.

Wickham has failed to score in five games for
Leeds in the Championship, but is likely to start
at Anfield because Poyet is short of options
among his strikers.

Steven Fletcher is injured and Fabio Borini is
ineligible to play against his parent club, while
Ignacio Scocco is struggling to adapt to the pace
of the Premier League and Jozy Altidore is bereft
of form and confidence after 19 games without a
goal.—AFP

Rodgers wants Reds to 

pile pressure on Chelsea

CARDIFF: Liverpool’s Uruguayan striker
Luis Suarez runs with the ball in this file
photo. —AFP

PARIS: When Qatar Sports Investments
bought Paris Saint-Germain in 2011, they
gave themselves five years to win the
Champions League, but hopes are high in the
French capital that they could get there
ahead of schedule.

Having matched last season’s achieve-
ment of reaching the quarter-finals of
Europe’s leading club competition, PSG are
now preparing to face Jose Mourinho’s
Chelsea in this year’s last eight next month. It
will be the first true test of Laurent Blanc’s
side, who have not been suitably challenged
domestically and have cruised through to this
stage in Europe without having to play any of
the continent’s biggest names.

PSG have lost just one league game since
March last year and last Friday’s 1-0 victory at
Lorient allowed them to make it a club record
eight wins on the bounce in all competitions.

Under Blanc, they are 10 points clear at
the top of Ligue 1 and are almost certain to
retain the title won last year under Carlo
Ancelotti. They have scored 70 goals in 30
league matches and Zlatan Ibrahimovic alone
has 40 in all competitions, breaking the club
record for the most goals in one campaign.

But they are only doing what their enor-
mous budget means they should be doing. In
France, no other club can really compete
financially-not even Monaco-and that gulf
has translated onto the field.

Two draws in two games against Monaco
and a draw at home to third-placed Lille
before Christmas suggest that it has not been
a cakewalk, but even Blanc himself says that
their domestic league is not enough of a chal-
lenge to prepare them for the pressures of
Europe.

Even there they have not been presented
with a true test of their credentials, having
cruised through a group containing the mod-
est trio of Olympiakos, Benfica and
Anderlecht before brushing aside a strug-
gling Bayer Leverkusen.

No wonder sports daily L’Equipe’s front
page headline asked if PSG were ‘Ready For
The Big Step Up’ prior to the draw being

made last Friday, and Chelsea will be just that.
Possession is king for PSG, with Thiago

Motta, Marco Verratti and Yohan Cabaye all
available to Blanc in midfield, but Mourinho’s
side will be happy for their opponents to
have the ball. Chelsea will also ask serious
questions of a defence that has looked vul-
nerable at times in Europe this season - goal-
keeper Salvatore Sirigu was PSG’s best player
in the second leg against Leverkusen, and a
fractured cheekbone suffered by captain
Thiago Silva against Lorient is a cause for
alarm.

Silva and Ibrahimovic are the biggest
influences in this PSG side and, at the age of
32, the latter is personally driven by the desire
to win the biggest prize of all in club football
having fallen short so many times before.

In France, observers are confident of PSG’s
credentials, with 60 percent of those respond-
ing to a L’Equipe poll saying that Blanc’s side
would beat Chelsea, while Mourinho himself
tried to claim at the weekend that PSG
against his side. The financial incentive is cer-
tainly there for PSG, with the club’s mega-rich
owners offering a bonus of 1 million euros
(£833,000, $1.38m) per player if they can win
the trophy this year.

But that might prove a step too far. After
all, this season’s quarter-final line-up is the
strongest in recent memory, with all eight
clubs advancing having won their groups.

Six of the eight quarter-finalists have won
the European Cup 23 times between them.
Atletico Madrid have at least been to the final.

“There are teams who have a legitimacy in
the Champions League in terms of experi-
ence that we don’t have, but I think the con-
sideration that our opponents have for us has
increased,” said Blanc recently, although PSG
need only look to Chelsea if they doubt that
patience might still be required even when
throwing enormous of money chasing the
dream. A decade ago, the London club were
themselves new to this level and they
reached the last eight or further seven times
in 12 seasons before finally winning the tro-
phy in 2012. —AFP

PSG ready for acid test

MIAMI: David Beckham revealed design
plans on Monday for a new state-of-the-art
football stadium he hopes will be the eventu-
al Miami water front home of his Major
League Soccer franchise.

The English football icon unveiled plans
for the open-air stadium with a design that
features a curving rooftop canopy that would
protect up to 35,000 spectators from the ele-
ments but also have an open centre, provid-
ing bay front and skyline views.

“When people think of Miami, they imme-
diately think about being near or on the
water,” the 38-year-old Beckham said during a
news conference in downtown Miami on
Monday. “I asked my team to develop ideas
for a stadium that embraces the best of the
destination. “Even though we are in the early
stages of building the franchise, I believe we
have a vision that not only Miami would be
proud of, but one that will resonate around
the world.”

The plans also call for an adjacent complex
that would include a commercial develop-
ment and a public plaza. But the center piece
would be the stadium with steep grand-
stands which provide sweeping views of the
field and give fans the feeling of being on top
of the action.

Beckham is hoping that by releasing some
details of the proposed stadium that he can
help drum up support for the project. The
retired soccer icon announced last month
that he plans to build a MLS club from scratch
in Miami.

The former Manchester United and
England player, together with an investment
group that could yet include Miami Heat bas-
ketball icon LeBron James, is forking out a

reported $25 million for the ambitious fran-
chise. Beckham, who retired last year after a
career that also took him to Real Madrid, LA
Galaxy and Paris Saint-Germain, is banking on
his star pulling power and growing promi-
nence in the US to create what he called a
“global” team that can attract the best players
in the world.

Beckham said by placing the stadium in
the downtown waterfront area they can also
find the same commercial success that the
NBA Heat have enjoyed in Miami.

“I see the atmosphere that goes on down
there. I have been to Heat games,” Beckham
said Monday. “We want to be part of that.” But
not everyone is on board with the downtown
site, including Royal Caribbean Cruises which
is located next to the proposed stadium.
Some civic officials have also expressed con-
cerns about potential parking and traffic
problems.

John Alschuler, Beckham’s New York-based
real estate adviser, said they wanted to get
the plans out there so that people could dis-
cuss the pros and cons.

“We think it is time to share our vision,”
Alschuler told the Miami Herald. “Let’s have a
full, vigorous public debate about it. “We feel
a stadium downtown can be a key contribu-
tor to the revival of a great city. David loves
what it is becoming, and much of that energy
is downtown.” Alschuler said the matches
would be played at night which wouldn’t
conflict with the cruise ships coming and
going. Beckham’s investor group has other
sites in mind if the waterfront one fails,
including one near the Miami International
Airport and another at Florida International
University. —AFP

Beckham’s MLS group 

unveils stadium design

MIAMI: This artist rendering provided by 360 Architecture and Arquitectonica on
Monday, March 24, 2014, shows the proposed soccer stadium recommended for the
Port of Miami. David Beckhamís architects have recommended the site for the Major
League Soccer expansion team that will be owned by the former English national
team captain.—AP

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

West Ham v Hull City 22:45 
beIN SPORTS 4
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Liverpool v Sunderland 23:00
beIN SPORTS 1
beIN SPORTS 1 HD

ITALIAN LEAGUE 

Catania v Napoli 22:45
beIN SPORTS 7
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Fiorentina v AC Milan 22:45
beIN SPORTS 6
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Juventus v Parma 22:45
beIN SPORTS 3
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Genoa  v Lazio 22:45
beIN SPORTS 8
beIN SPORTS HD 8

SPANISH LEAGUE 

Thursday 27 Mar

Atletico v Granada 0:00
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Sevilla v Real Madrid 0:00
beIN SPORTS 2
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Bayern Munich 27 25 2 0 79 13 77
Dortmund 27 16 4 7 59 29 52
Schalke 04 27 15 6 6 51 37 51
Leverkusen 26 14 2 10 43 32 44
Wolfsburg 27 13 5 9 46 41 44
Mígladbach 26 12 6 8 46 32 42
Mainz 05 27 12 5 10 38 43 41
Augsburg 26 11 6 9 39 37 39
Hertha 27 10 6 11 36 37 36

Hoffenheim 26 8 8 10 57 58 32
Hanover 96 26 8 5 13 34 46 29
Eintracht 26 7 8 11 33 46 29
Bremen 27 7 8 12 31 53 29
Freiburg 26 6 7 13 29 47 25
Stuttgart 26 6 6 14 40 52 24
Hamburg 26 6 5 15 41 55 23
Nuremberg 26 4 11 11 30 49 23
Braunschweig 27 5 6 16 24 49 21

Borussia Dortmund 0 Schalke 0; Werder Bremen 1 (Proedl 17) VfL Wolfsburg 3 (Junior Malanda 2, Perisic 11,
Arnold 80); Eintracht Braunschweig 3 (Kumbela 18, 77, Nielsen 45+3) Mainz 1 (N. Mueller 21);   Hertha Berlin
1 (Ramos 66-pen) Bayern Munich 3 (Kroos 6, Goetze 14, Ribery 79).

German Bundesliga table after yesterday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

German League results/standings
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OLD TRAFFORD: Manchester City’s Argentinian defender Pablo Zabaleta (left) and Manchester United’s English forward Danny Welbeck lie injured after clashing during the English Premier League football match.— AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City snuffed out
Manchester United’s recent revival and closed
on Premier League leaders Chelsea as Edin
Dzeko scored twice in a 3-0 victory at Old
Trafford yesterday.

United had been encouraged by wins over
Olympiakos and West Ham United, but Dzeko
needed only 43 seconds to put City ahead in
the 150th league derby between the teams
and the hosts never threatened to respond.

Dzeko claimed his second goal early in the
second half before Yaya Toure added a late
third to leave Manuel Pellegrini’s side three
points behind leaders Chelsea, with two games
in hand, ahead of Saturday’s trip to Arsenal.

“We scored three goals and had three or
four more good chances to score,” City manager
Manuel Pellegrini told Sky Sports.

“I don’t remember many chances
Manchester United had to score. We started for
the three points from the first minute.”

Dzeko’s brace helped earn City a third con-
secutive victory at Old Trafford and prevented
United from avenging their 4-1 humiliation at
the Etihad Stadium in September.

Defeat left David Moyes’s United 12 points
adrift of the top four and to compound matters,
while they slumped to a sixth home defeat of
the campaign, next week’s Champions League
opponents Bayern Munich were beating

Hertha Berlin to secure the Bundesliga title in
record time.

“We didn’t start the game well,” admitted
Moyes.”I think we have played a very good
side, playing at the sort of level we are aspir-
ing to. We need to come up a couple of lev-
els ourselves because at the moment we are
not there.”

Eager to avoid a repeat of United’s recent 3-
0 loss at home to Liverpool, Moyes stiffened his
midfield by deploying Tom Cleverley alongside
Michael Carrick and Marouane Fellaini, but the
hosts were behind within a minute.

After Rafael da Silva had thrown himself into
a block to deny David Silva, City worked the
ball wide to Samir Nasri on the left and when
his shot came back off the near post, Dzeko
tapped in.

Momentarily United looked dazed, and their
sloppiness on the edge of their own box only

invited City to attack them.
Jones had to slide in to block from Silva after

Carrick lost the ball, while United goalkeeper
David de Gea produced a superb one-handed
save to thwart Dzeko and atone for a loose kick
of his own.

Gradually the hosts began to make inroads,
but City goalkeeper Joe Hart was able to save
comfortably from first Wayne Rooney and then
Fellaini, while Juan Mata lashed over from a
Rafael cut-back. Fellaini, meanwhile, was fortu-
nate to make it to half-time after being shown
only a yellow card by referee Michael Oliver
despite appearing to catch City right-back
Pablo Zabaleta with a deliberately raised elbow.

Moyes introduced Shinji Kagawa in place of
Cleverley at half-time, but it was City who took
the upper hand. United were given warnings-
Fernandinho heading over from an offside
position, Jones producing a last-ditch tackle

to deny Dzeko-but they did not heed them
and in the 56th minute it was 2-0. Nasri
shaped a corner towards the near post from
the right-hand side and Dzeko left Rio
Ferdinand in his wake to steer a right-foot vol-
ley into the top-right corner.

With victory secure, City’s fans delved into
their songbook, goading both Moyes and his
predecessor, Alex Ferguson, as well as pro-
claiming their team “the pride of Manchester”.

There were opportunities for United to
reduce the arrears in the latter stages, but Hart
saved twice from England colleague Danny
Welbeck and then boxed a deflected free-kick
by Mata over the bar. It was left to Toure to
apply the coup de grace, collecting a deflected
cross from substitute James Milner in the 90th
minute and drilling a low shot into the bot-
tom-left corner to notch his 21st goal of the
season. — AFP

Dzeko’s brace give City derby spoils

Man United 0

Man City 3

LONDON: Arsenal’s spluttering title challenge suf-
fered another major blow as Mathieu Flamini’s last-
gasp own goal forced the Gunners to settle for a 2-2
draw against  Swansea City  yesterday.  Arsene
Wenger ’s  s ide looked set  to bounce back from
Saturday’s humiliating 6-0 defeat at Chelsea after two
goals in the space of 60 seconds midway through the
second half from Lukas Podolski and then Olivier
Giroud erased Wilfried Bony’s early opener at the
Emirates Stadium.

But Flamini deflected the ball into his own net
from close range in the final moments to leave
Arsenal six points behind leaders Chelsea with only
seven games left.

That devastating setback may well herald the end
of fourth-placed Arsenal’s title bid and even their
place in the top four isn’t secure as fifth-placed
Everton, currently six points behind the Gunners, have
a game in hand and will  host Wenger ’s team at
Goodison Park in April.

Wenger had offered his flops a chance for redemp-
tion following the capitulation at Chelsea in his

1,000th match in charge and he made just two
changes, with Thomas Vermaelen replacing the
injured Laurent Koscielny and Flamini coming in for
Podolski.

Kieran Gibbs and Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain were
also available to start after the Gunners won their
appeals against Gibbs’ mistaken identity dismissal at
Chelsea and the FA’s subsequent attempt to punish
Oxlade-Chamberlain for handball on the goal-line.

Oxlade-Chamberlain almost made the most of his
reprieve in the opening moments when he seized on
a poor headed clearance from Ashley Williams and
fired in a fierce half-volley which was parried away by
Michel Vorm.

The last time Arsenal were beaten by six goals, an
8-2 defeat at Manchester United in 2011, they got
back on track by beating Swansea in their next match.

And Wenger had tried to remain upbeat, respond-
ing to the Chelsea massacre by proclaiming “just
because an accident has happened doesn’t mean you
are a bad driver”. But the Gunners were destined for
another costly crash as Swansea took the lead in the
11th minute.

Vermaelen had lost his place after some shaky dis-
plays earlier in the campaign and, offered the chance
to prove Wenger wrong, the Arsenal captain instead
allowed himself to be exposed again when Neil Taylor
advanced unchecked before swinging over a fine
cross from the left.

Bony showed greater anticipation than Vermaelen
and muscled his way in front of the Belgian centre-
back to guide a superb header past Wojciech Szczesny
for his 20th goal of the season.

Wenger’s men were struggling to find any momen-
tum and even when Santi Cazorla did work a sight of
goal with some clever footwork the Spaniard’s shot
was well saved by Vorm.

Booed off at half-time, Arsenal desperately needed
an early goal after the interval but there was no
immediate improvement and Wenger sent on
Podolski for Oxlade-Chamberlain.

The Gunners pushed Swansea to defend deeper as
the half wore on and they finally equalised in the 73rd
minute. Gibbs accelerated past Angel Rangel to reach
the touchline before clipping a perfectly-weighted cross
back to Podolski, who volleyed home from close range.

Podolski wasn’t finished yet and 60 seconds later
the German surged away down the left and drilled
over a low cross that French striker Giroud met with
an emphatic finish into the roof of the net for his 19th
goal of the season.

But Arsenal’s capacity for self-destruction came
back to haunt them in agonising fashion as Swansea
equalised in the 90th minute.

With the points almost in the bag, Arsenal’s stat-
uesque defence allowed Leon Britton to play a one-
two with Rangel on the edge of the penalty area and
when the midfielder ’s  shot was blocked by Per
Mertesacker the ball cannoned off Szczesny and then
onto Flamini, who unwittingly deflected it into his
own net. — AFP

Flamini own goal adds 

to Arsenal’s misery

Chelsea 31 21 6 4 62 23 69
Man City 29 21 3 5 79 27 66
Liverpool 30 20 5 5 82 38 65
Arsenal 31 19 6 6 55 36 63
Everton 30 16 9 5 46 30 57
Tottenham 31 17 5 9 40 40 56
Man Utd 31 15 6 10 48 37 51
Newcastle 31 14 4 13 38 43 46
Southampton 31 12 9 10 45 40 45
Stoke 31 9 10 12 36 45 37
Aston Villa 30 9 7 14 33 42 34
Hull 30 9 6 15 32 37 33
Norwich 31 8 8 15 26 48 32
West Ham 30 8 7 15 32 40 31
Swansea 31 7 9 15 42 48 30
West Brom 30 5 13 12 33 45 28
C Palace 30 8 4 18 19 39 28
Sunderland 28 6 7 15 26 44 25
Cardiff 31 6 7 18 26 58 25
Fulham 31 7 3 21 30 70 24

Arsenal 2 (Podolski 73, Giroud 74) Swansea 2 (Bony 11, Flamini
90-og); Manchester United 0 Manchester City 3 (Dzeko 1, 56,
Toure 90); Newcastle 0 Everton 3 (Barkley 22, Lukaku 52, Osman
87).

English Premier League table after yesterday’s matches (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

EPL results/standings

Arsenal 2 

Swansea 2

LONDON: Arsenal’s French midfielder Mathieu Flamini (center) runs with the ball against Swansea City’s Welsh
defender Ashley Williams (right) during the English Premier League football match.  — AFP

NEWCASTLE: Ross Barkley scored a
remarkable goal to send Everton on
their way to a 3-0 victory at Newcastle
United that improved their prospects of
qualifying for the Champions League
next season. 

Romelu Lukaku and Leon Osman
added further goals in the second-half
at St James’ Park yesterday as Everton
increased the Premier League pressure
on fourth-placed Arsenal, moving with-
in six points of the London club with a
game in hand. 

The quality of their performance, per-
sonified by the contributions of Gerard
Deulofeu, indicated that manager
Roberto Martinez is justified in believing a
top-four finish is within the Merseysiders’
reach. The highlight of the match-indeed,
one of the highlights of this or any other
Premier League season-was conjured up
by Barkley in the 22nd minute. 

Referee Lee Mason was significantly

involved when he signalled advantage
when Deulofeu was fouled as he chested
the ball down-and Barkley certainly took
advantage. 

He surged forward from midway
inside his own half, leaving four
Newcastle players in his wake before he
angled his run into the area and, as
Fabricio Colccini slipped, powered a shot
high into Tim Krul’s goal. It was a memo-
rable illustration of the technique and
tenacity that will surely persuade England
coach Roy Hodgson to include Barkley in
his squad - and possibly in his team - at
the World Cup finals in Brazil. Barkley had
already been involved along with Osman
in a smart passing move that created an
opening for Lukaku, whose shot was
saved by the legs of keeper Krul. 

Yet Newcastle were far sharper than
the visitors in the initial stages when
shots from Papiss Cisse and Yoan
Gouffran were blocked by James
McCarthy.

Cisse, Luuk De Jong and Cheick Tiote
also found space for shots from the
edge of the area, but Everton ‘keeper
Tim Howard had not been tested by the
interval. 

And Everton could have been further
ahead because Deulofeu, an elusive
threat throughout the game, was inches
away from steering an angled shot inside
the far post with Krul beaten. 

Deulofeu, a Spaniard on loan from
Barcelona, was particularly influential at
the start of the second half as he again
showed why he is rated highly by the
Catalan club. 

His 52nd-minute shot forced Krul to
make another save with his legs as the
defence opened up in front of him
once again. 

And, within 60 seconds, Deulofeu’s
pace had taken him away from Paul
Dummett before he delivered a low cross
that presented Lukaku with a simple
chance to score from close range. 

It was the signal for Newcastle to send
on Hatem Ben Arfa, who had transformed
their performance when he made a simi-
lar second-half appearance against Crystal
Palace last Saturday. 

The French midfielder was largely on
the fringes of the action on this occasion,
although he did create an opportunity for
Vurnon Anita who sliced his shot wide
from only three yards in the 79th minute.
Howard was eventually forced into a save
when he turned aside a header from Cisse
ten minutes from the end, but it was the
only moment of concern for the ‘keeper
and his team-mates. 

Everton added a third goal in the 87th
minute, with Deulofeu and Lukaku com-
bining to set up Osman for a finish that
was as clinical and compelling as this
impressive display. —AFP

Barkley stuns Newcastle

Newcastle 0

Everton 3
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DUBAI: Egypt’s bourse resumed a rally after a
minor correction on Monday to lead gains across
the Middle East, while Bahraini banks weighed on
Manama’s bourse after some lenders went ex-divi-
dend or chose not to pay dividends at all. Egypt’s
market index added 1.1 percent in widespread
gains despite fresh protests against death sen-
tences handed down to 529 Muslim Brotherhood
supporters. Local retail investors have been driving
the index higher since former president Mohamed
Morsi was ousted in a military coup last year. These
investors seem confident Egyptian Army chief Field
Marshal Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi will bring stability if he
is elected president and Sisi’s official bid now
appears imminent. Optimism about political transi-
tion has been one of the main drivers of the contin-
uing rally, said Mohamed Radwan, director of inter-
national sales at Pharos Securities.

“It has been a very good couple of weeks,” he
said. “The market has been moving on a strong
momentum.”

Dubai
Dubai’s bourse added 0.6 percent, rebounding

following Monday’s mild profit-taking.
Heavyweight Emaar Properties rose 0.2 percent
after a UAE minister said the shares of indebted
mortgage lender Amlak, an Emaar affiliate, would
resume trading in the second half of this year.

“We believe this action is positive for Emaar,
which has total assets of about 938 million dirhams
($255.38 million) invested in Amlak,” brokerage
Mubasher said in a note. “...Resuming trading for
Amlak could, in our view, add to Emaar’s valuation
via Amlak’s market value; even if this was a minimal
add.” Abu Dhabi’s bourse climbed 0.2 percent
despite Abu Dhabi National Energy Co (TAQA)
dropping by its daily limit of 10 percent after the
company reported a 2013 loss and proposed no
dividend payout.

The stock sank to 1.26 dirhams, hitting major
technical support at 1.26-27 dirhams, the lows this
month and last December.

Bahrain banks 
Bahrain’s bourse fell 1.5 percent as local banks

continued to slide. Khaleeji Commercial Bank shed
another 2 percent after posting the same decline
on Monday when it said it had cancelled plans to
merge with unlisted Bank Al-Khair.

Arab Banking Corp, which plunged its daily limit
of 10 percent a day earlier after going ex-dividend,
lost another 7.4 percent. It jumped its daily limit for
five straight sessions earlier this month in anticipa-
tion of its $0.05-a-share dividend.

Ahli United Bank slid 1.2 percent after announc-
ing that its shares would not entitle their holders to
an 18 percent cash dividend from today. Bahrain
Islamic Bank fell 2.8 percent after its shareholders
decided to pay no dividends for 2013. In Oman,
trading was suspended shortly after the session
opened yesterday due to a technical issue. The
bourse said trading would resume today. — Reuters

Egypt leads
regional gains

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

Wataniya Telecom joins Ooredoo Group
Sheikh Al-Thani: 2013, a year of challenge, opportunity

Wataniya Telecom Chairman of the Board Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohammed Bin Saud Al-Thani (inset) addresses the annual general assembly meeting yesterday. 
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The National Mobile Telecommunications Co
(Wataniya) yesterday held its ordinary general assembly
meeting at its new headquarters downtown Kuwait City
with 92.46 per cent of its shareholders attending it. 

Speaking at the meeting, Chairman of board, Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Mohammed Bin Saud Al-Thani said that as a
member in Ooredoo Group, Wataniya had faced many
challenges in 2013 and that it managed to expand in sev-
eral markets and countries. Al-Thani added that Wataniya
customers have grown by 3.7 per cent to reach 19.9 million
and that the company made KD 76.1 million profits with an
increase of 0.8 per cent compared to the previous year.

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani also declared that the general
assembly agreed to distribute cash dividends to the com-

pany shareholders valued 125 percent of the nominal val-
ue of share, which is equivalent to 125 fils.

Further, Al-Thani said that upgrading Wataniya network
in Kuwait was one of the key challenges in 2013 that
helped improve the network’s coverage and performance
paving the way for shifting to the 4G/LTE technology.  “We
are now getting ready to launch the LTE Advanced project”,
he added noting that Wataniya logo would soon  be
changed to ‘Ooredoo’. 

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani commented: “2013 has been a
year of challenge and opportunity for the Group. We have
continued to make appropriate investment into our assets
to reflect the differing economic and market cycles across
the Group’s operational footprint. Our investment has

meant that despite the challenges faced by markets such
as Kuwait and Tunisia, the Group’s revenue increased mar-
ginally for the year, EBITDA levels were broadly maintained
and net profit increased compared to 2012.”  He added, “As
the operator with the widest 3G network in Algeria, we will
continue to pursue our early mover advantage in deliver-
ing Mobile Broadband to our Algerian customers.  We have
a clear strategy to achieve future growth in the highly
competitive Kuwaiti market and we will continue to build
on our growth in Tunisia, Palestine and the Maldives.” 

Review of operations
Wataniya Kuwait’s customer base was 1.97 million cus-

tomers at the end of 2013, a decrease of 3.0 percent for the
same period in 2012. Revenues for the year 2013 were KD
194.9 million ($690.8 million), a decrease of 11.7 percent
compared to 2012 of KD 220.8 million ($782.6 million).
EBITDA was KD 52.0 million ($184.3 million) versus EBITDA
for the same period in 2012 of KD 84.4 million (USD 299.1
million), a decrease by 38.4 percent. Net profit was at KD
14.8 million ($52.4 million), compared to net profit for the
same period in 2012 of KD 46.4 million ($164.3 million).
Delays in the nationwide delivery of advanced mobile
broadband infrastructure and significant competitive
intensity due to the introduction of mobile number porta-
bility, contributed to lower revenues and customers for
2013. Wataniya has completed the network modernization,
and also rolled out the advanced LTE network in Kuwait.
Wataniya also launched a number of sales, marketing and
customer care initiatives to stabilize its operations and
return to growth.

• Total customer base increased to 19.9 million at the
close of 2013, versus 19.2 million in the same period in
2012, leading to growth of 3.7 percent.

• Revenues for the year 2013 amounted to KD 731.1
million ($2.59 billion), compared with KD 724.4 million
($2.57 billion) for the same period in 2012, amounting to
an increase of 0.9 percent.

• EBITDA for the year 2013 was KD 281.3 million ($1.00
billion), compared to EBITDA of KD 300.5 million ($1.07
billion) for the same period in 2012, a decrease of 6.4
percent.

• The net attributable profit to Wataniya Telecom for
2013 was KD 76.1 million ($269.7 million) compared with
KD 75.5 million ($267.6 million) for the same period of
2012.The increase in group profit is despite of a very
competitive Kuwaiti market and the Tunisian operation,
which has been affected by Tunisia’s difficult economic
situation and tax claims pertaining to the previous five
years.

• The consolidated earnings per share was 152 fils (54
cents), compared to 151 fils (53 cents) per share earned
for the same period last year.

Operational Highlights

PARIS: France rolled out the red carpet for China’s leader yes-
terday as he arrives for a nostalgia-tinged trip expected to
include the signing of some blockbuster business deals.

President Xi Jinping and his glamorous wife Peng Liyuan
will be given VIP treatment on their four-day visit to France
with a state dinner in Paris and a concert at the Versailles
palace, as the two countries celebrate 50 years of full diplo-
matic ties. Xi yesterday paid tribute to the then French leader
Charles de Gaulle’s 1964 decision to break ranks with the
United States and recognize the People’s Republic, paving the
way for the communist state’s global acceptance. “It estab-
lished for the international community an example of peace-
ful co-existence and win-win cooperation between two coun-
tries with different social systems,” Xi wrote in an article pub-
lished in French daily Le Figaro. Xi said France was the first
Western country to engage in civil nuclear energy coopera-
tion with China, sign scientific and technical accords with
Beijing and launch direct flights to the country. His trip, he
added, would be about celebrating the long-standing friend-
ship but also “about construction of the future and lifting our
relationship onto a new level”.

Although France is far behind some of its European neigh-
bors, most markedly Germany, in terms of trade and invest-
ment links with China, it has recently been working hard to
catch up and Xi’s visit is expected to see a raft of deals struck.
Accords in the aviation, nuclear, space, agriculture and urban
development sectors are expected to be unveiled today.
Details of most of them have been closely guarded by both
sides with the only accord certain to be signed one which will
see Chinese firm Dongfeng take a stake in stricken French
auto giant Peugeot.

An agreement on the joint construction of civilian helicop-
ters between Airbus Helicopters and China is also expected,
and a big plane order is reportedly on the cards. When French
President Francois Hollande visited China in April last year, Xi
welcomed him with a pledge to buy 60 Airbus planes and
there could be more to come. 

Areva hopes for N-deals 
Luc Oursel, head of French nuclear giant Areva, last week

said he was hoping for the signature of several agreements, as
negotiations continue on the construction in China of a
nuclear waste reprocessing plant. France’s finance ministry is
organizing an economic forum on Thursday that will gather
together some 400 businesses. “Our economic and trade rela-
tionship with China is marked by a strong imbalance,” the
French foreign ministry said, pointing to a trade deficit of 25.8
billion euros ($35.7 billion) last year between the two coun-
tries.

At the end of 2012, France’s total investments in China
came to 16.7 billion euros, four times more than Chinese

investments in France. The trip is also due to touch on political
matters, as the crisis in Ukraine continues to dominate the
international agenda. China earlier this month lodged a rare
abstention on a Western-backed UN Security Council resolu-
tion condemning a Moscow-backed secession referendum in
Crimea, rather than vetoing it along with Russia. Xi discussed
the issue with his US counterpart Barack Obama on the mar-
gins of a nuclear security summit in the Hague on Monday,
and while the subject will also be addressed with Hollande,
the Chinese leader is unlikely to make any groundbreaking
statements in public. — AFP

China’s Xi means business on French trip

RABAT: Moroccan women buy bread in Rabat yesterday, the day before bakers begin a two-day strike in the king-
dom which was announced by the Moroccan National Federation of Bakery and Pastry. The bakers are going on
strike to protest the government’s refusal to allow bread prices to rise. — AFP 
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.757
Indian Rupees 4.653
Pakistani Rupees 2.888
Srilankan Rupees 2.158
Nepali Rupees 2.915
Singapore Dollar 222.710
Hongkong Dollar 36.396
Bangladesh Taka 3.631
Philippine Peso 6.250
Thai Baht 8.712
Irani Riyal transfer 0.271
Irani Riyal cash 0.273

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 75.337
Qatari Riyal 77.625
Omani Riyal 733.890
Bahraini Dinar 750.370
UAE Dirham 76.938

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 39.695
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 40.134
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.318
Tunisian Dinar 179.640
Jordanian Dinar 398.950
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.895
Syrian Lira 2.014
Morocco Dirham 35.522

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 282.400
Euro 390.980
Sterling Pound 466.950
Canadian dollar 252.370
Turkish lira 126.690
Swiss Franc 321.270
Australian Dollar 257.550
US Dollar Buying 281.200

GOLD
20 Gram 240.000
10 Gram 121.000
5 Gram 62.500

CurrencyTransfer                                                   Rate (Per 1000)
US Dollar 281.700
Euro 391.200
Pound Sterling 466.100
Canadian Dollar 253.100
Indian Rupee 4.660
Egyptian Pound 40.105
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.155
Bangladesh Taka 3.622
Philippines Peso 6.250
Pakistan Rupee 2.880
Bahraini Dinar 750.100
UAE Dirham 76.700
Saudi Riyal 75.200

*Rates are subject to change

COUNTRY                                              SELL CASH SELLDRAFT
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007335 0.008335
British Pound 0.458220 0.467220
Czech Korune 0.006187 0.018167
Danish Krone 0.048161 0.053161
Euro 0.384384 0.392384
Norwegian Krone 0.042742 0.047942
Romanian Leu 0.086957 0.86957
Slovakia 0.008071 0.018071
Swedish Krona 0.039972 0.044972
Swiss Franc 0.313616 0.323816
Turkish Lira 0.124324 0.131324

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.249196 0.260696
New Zealand Dollar 0.234725 0.244225

America
Canadian Dollar 0.246361 0.254861
US Dollars 0.278150 0.282500
US Dollars Mint 0.278650 0.282500

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003245 0.003845
Chinese Yuan 0.044355 0.047855
Hong Kong Dollar 0.034295 0.037045
Indian Rupee 0.004374 0.004775
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000020 0.000026
Japanese Yen 0.002672 0.002852
Kenyan Shilling 0.003251 0.003251
Korean Won 0.000251 0.000266
Malaysian Ringgit 0.081708 0.087708
Nepalese Rupee 0.002939 0.003109
Pakistan Rupee 0.002628 0.002908
Philippine Peso 0.006360 0.006640
Sierra Leone 0.000069 0.000075
Singapore Dollar 0.218903 0.224903

South African Rand 0.019990 0.028490
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001866 0.002446
Taiwan 0.009116 0.009296
Thai Baht 0.008358 0.008906

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.742218 0.750218
Egyptian Pound 0.036785 0.039885
Iranian Riyal 0.000078 0.000079
Iraqi Dinar 0.000181 0.000241
Jordanian Dinar 0.393872 0.401372
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.0000000 1.0000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000137 0.000237
Moroccan Dirhams 0.023408 0.047408
Nigerian Naira 0.001192 0.001827
Omani Riyal 0.727084 0.732764
Qatar Riyal 0.076817 0.078030
Saudi Riyal 0.074630 0.075330
Syrian Pound 0.001750 0.001970
Tunisian Dinar 0.175192 0.183192
Turkish Lira 0.124324 0.131324
UAE Dirhams 0.075864 0.077013
Yemeni Riyal 0.001282 0.001362

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY                                    SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 259.98 256.98
Canadian Dollar 258.85 258.85
Swiss Franc 327.41 325.41
Euro 395.49 396.49
US Dollar 281.25 284.25
Sterling Pound 471.17 474.17
Japanese Yen 2.83 2.85
Bangladesh Taka 3.620 3.890
Indian Rupee 4.608 4.908
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.155 2.590
Nepali Rupee 2.888 3.423
Pakistani Rupee 2.758 2.790
UAE Dirhams 76.64 77.11
Bahraini Dinar 748.57 750.64
Egyptian Pound 40.40 41.00
Jordanian Dinar 400.29 405.94
Omani Riyal 731.43 738.73
Qatari Riyal 77.67 78.22
Saudi Riyal 75.13 75.53

Rate for Transfer  Selling Rate
US Dollar 282.150
Canadian Dollar 254.055
Sterling Pound 465.725
Euro 390.885
Swiss Frank 319.900
Bahrain Dinar 745.010
UAE Dirhams 76.795
Qatari Riyals 78.345
Saudi Riyals 76.110
Jordanian Dinar 397.630
Egyptian Pound 40.480
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.158
Indian Rupees 4.651
Pakistani Rupees 2.883
Bangladesh Taka 3.627
Philippines Pesso 6.247
Cyprus pound 693.015
Japanese Yen 3.750
Syrian Pound 2.950
Nepalese Rupees 3.900

Malaysian Ringgit 86.305
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.785
Thai Bhat 9.700
Turkish Lira 126.505

LONDON: Just five months after its privatization, Britain’s
Royal Mail postal service has announced plans to cut a net
1,300 jobs to reduce costs, prompting a threat of industrial
action from a trade union. Royal Mail, sold off last October
in Britain’s biggest privatization for decades, has shed
50,000 jobs in 11 years as it tries to adapt to the rise of
electronic mail and a shift from traditional letters to more
parcel deliveries.

The group said yesterday it planned to cut 1,300 mana-
gerial and head office jobs, offset by the creation of
around 300 new or enhanced positions, in order to save an
eventual 50 million pounds ($82.5 million) a year. The
Unite trade union, which represents the majority of those
staff to be affected, called the cuts ruthless and said indus-
trial action was an option.

“Unite is demanding a commitment to no compulsory
redundancies on fair terms and an effective method for
redeployment within the restructured organization. If
Royal Mail refuse we will have no alternative than to con-
sider a ballot for industrial action,” its Royal Mail officer
Brian Scott said. Royal Mail, which employs about 150,000
staff, only narrowly avoided strike action from frontline
postal workers at Christmas after agreeing a new deal on
pay and terms. The company, which said the latest cuts
would not affect postmen or women, has rarely been out
of the headlines since the government sold off part of its
stake. With its shares surging almost 80 percent above the
offer price, opposition lawmakers accused the govern-
ment of selling the stake off too cheaply and short-chang-
ing taxpayers. The job cuts won the backing of some
investors.

Restructuring
“We see this as just another phase in their cost-cutting

to evolve the business,” Chris Murphy, UK equity income
fund manager at Aviva Investors, a top 20 shareholder in
Royal Mail, told Reuters. “We still think it’s a well run com-
pany with strong management and we have faith in what
they’re doing.”

Cantor Fitzgerald analyst Robin Byde also welcomed
the cuts as a necessary step in a restructuring that had fur-
ther to run, although he was wary of potential industrial
action. “The net job cuts proposed are slightly higher than
we had forecast,” he said. “We think that there is risk of
industrial action.”

At 1015 GMT, Royal Mail shares were down 1.4 percent
at 576.18 pence, the biggest fall in the benchmark FTSE
100 stock index, although they are still around 75 percent

higher than their government sell-off price of 330 pence.
Asked about the reassurances sought by Unite, Royal Mail
said it had a track record of achieving change through nat-
ural turnover, redeployment and voluntary redundancy
where possible.

The group said the job cuts would deliver around 25
million of cost savings in 2014-15 and would help it to
respond to increasing competition and higher pension
charges.

The plan will result in a one-off cost of 100 million

pounds, taking the total costs of its transformation plans
to 230 million pounds for 2013-14, 70 million pounds
more than Royal Mail had previously expected. 

However, the group said this would have no impact on
its investment program. Royal Mail, which will announce
full-year results on May 22, said underlying trends were
broadly in line with those seen in the first half, when rising
parcel revenue and cost cuts helped it to almost double
operating profit after transformation costs to 283 million
pounds. — Reuters

Royal Mail cuts 1,300 
managerial, HQ jobs 

Union warns of industrial action 

LONDON: A postman emptying a Royal Mail post box in London. Britain’s main postal operator Royal Mail said
yesterday it planned to axe 1,600 jobs under a fresh cost-cutting drive six months after the group was partly
privatized. — AFP 

Kuwait Cement posts 
KD17.1m profits 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Cement Co (KCC) announced yesterday
achieving profits of KD 17.1 million, with 26.1 fils as earn-
ings per share for 2013, compared to a net profit of KD
14.7 million, with 23.7 fils as earnings per share for 2012.
KCC said in statement on the website of Kuwait Stock
Exchange (KSE) yesterday that the company’s board of
directors recommended the distribution of 18 percent
cash of the fiscal year ended in December 2013. The com-
pany has a paid-up capital valued at KD 73.3 million, and
is specialized in producing various kinds of cement, main-
ly Sulfate Resisting Portland and Portland for industrial
purposes. The company’s total shareholder equity
reached KD 194 million in 2013, compared to shareholder
equity of KD 151.6 million in 2012, with assets reaching
KD 310.7 million and liabilities at KD 116.5 million by the
end of 2013, the statement added. 

Dubai airport 
traffic up 11.7%

DUBAI: Passenger traffic through Dubai’s main airport -
one of the world’s biggest - rose 11.7 percent from a year
earlier to 5.68 million people in February, the airport
operator said yesterday. Dubai Airports cited the expan-
sion of the networks of home carriers flydubai and
Emirates. In the first two months of this year, passenger
traffic climbed 13.5 percent to 12.08 million people.
Freight volume rose 3.4 percent in February to 188,702
tons.

Kazakhstan’s Halyk 
Bank net profit up 

ALMATY: Halyk Bank , Kazakhstan’s second-largest lender
by assets, said yesterday its net profit rose by 3.5 percent
to 72.4 billion tenge ($398 million) in 2013, slightly below
its own forecast of 74 billion tenge. Halyk, the most prof-
itable of Kazakhstan’s 38 banks, said its assets grew by 4.1
percent last year, while net loans issued to customers rose
by 12.4 percent. Non-performing loans (NPLs) remain a
headache for the oil-rich nation’s banking sector, which
was hit hard by the global crisis due to its overexposure to
external borrowing and the bloated real estate market.
Hakyk said its 30-day and 90-day NPLs as of Dec 31, 2013
decreased to 18.2 percent and 18.0 percent respectively
from 19.7 percent and 18.1 percent on Sept 30. 

Deutsche Bahn joins 
Etihad Rail in UAE JV

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates’ railway developer
Etihad Rail has signed a joint venture deal with a unit of
Germany’s Deutsche Bahn to operate and maintain the
Gulf country’s planned $11 billion rail network, it said yes-
terday. Gulf Arab oil exporters are spending hundreds of
billions of dollars on projects ranging from power to trans-
port as they look to diversify their heavily hydrocarbon-
reliant economies and boost regional trade. Etihad Rail DB
will manage operations for the first stage of the railway,
transporting granulated sulfur on a 264-km (164-mile)
route from Shah and Habshan to the port of Ruwais. It will
also act as consultant for future stages of the project. “The
company will pave the way for the railway operations in
the UAE and set a benchmark in the region,” Mattar al-
Tayer, Chairman of Etihad Rail DB, said in a statement.

News
in brief

NAIROBI: Standard Chartered Bank of Kenya
expects east Africa’s burgeoning middle class to
drive growth in 2014 after it recorded a 16 percent
rise in 2013 pretax profit, its chief executive said.

The lender, which is controlled by Standard
Chartered Plc , said its net interest income jumped
by 18 percent to 16.8 billion shillings ($194.00 mil-
lion), driving pretax profits to 13.4 billion shillings
($154.73 million). Lamin Manjang, who took over
the leadership of the bank this year after running its
business in Oman, attributed the positive outlook
to a range of opportunities across personal, corpo-
rate and project financing.

“On the consumer banking side, the growing
middle class clearly is an area that plays into our
focus in terms of strategy, therefore we see the out-
look for 2014 as being quite positive,” the chief
executive told Reuters. He said the bank would also
benefit from a range of planned infrastructure and
energy investment projects by the government, as
well as the country’s nascent oil and gas sector, that
would bring it new business.

Kenya is racing to alleviate infrastructure bottle-
necks by constructing new roads and a modern rail-
way line. It is also expanding its main airport in the
capital Nairobi.

It is also building new power plants and electric-
ity lines to meet growing demand for energy and to
cut the cost per unit of electricity, which is viewed

as too high. Manjang said bad loans, which rose to
3.8 billion shillings, representing 3 percent of gross
loans, from 2.2 billion shillings in the previous year
or 2.2 percent of total loans, had started to improve
this year. Standard Chartered plans to open only
two new branches this year, 50 percent fewer than
last year, and instead make “significant” investments
in mobile phone and Internet banking.

“We will give more focus on the digital channels
because we see this as the wave of the future. This
is what our clients want,” Manjang said. Mobile
phone-based financial services have helped the
east African nation of 40 million people to raise its
financial inclusion to 70 percent of the population
in recent years. Kenyan banks including the largest
lender by depositors, Equity Bank, and the biggest
by assets, KCB, posted double-digit earnings
growth last year, though rising bad debts curbed
earnings. Standard Chartered raised its dividend
per share to 14.5 shillings from 12.5 shillings in the
prior year. Its shares rose by as much as 2.2 percent
to 315 shillings each, after the results, before giving
up some of the gains to trade at 310 shillings each
in mid-morning. The bank launched Islamic bank-
ing earlier this month to take advantage of a low
reach in that area. Islamic banking accounts for
about 2 percent of the market, in a country where
the Muslim population makes up 15 percent of the
population. — Reuters

Philippine imports 
surge 22% as 

growth picks up
MANILA: Philippine imports surged 21.8 percent in
January, their highest level in nearly three years, with
imports of raw materials indicating further upward
momentum for one of Asia’s fastest growing economies,
the government said yesterday. It was the biggest rise
since March 2011, when imports grew by 21.9 percent,
National Statistics Office figures showed.

The Philippines, formerly an economic laggard, grew
by a remarkable 7.2 percent in 2013 despite a series of
disasters including the devastating Super Typhoon
Haiyan in November. Its growth last year was second in
Asia only to China, officials said. Imports surged due to a
recovery in Philippine exports such as electronics and
garments and increased spending on infrastructure,
especially in areas affected by Haiyan, said Rosemarie
Edillon, assistant director general of the government’s
socio-economic planning agency. “The economy is defi-
nitely going to grow. A huge chunk of these imports are
for production: capital goods and investments for the
manufacture of other goods,” she said. —AFP

StanChart Kenya sees growing 
middle-class boosting 2014 growth

N America impairment 
pushes TAQA into loss

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi National Energy Co (TAQA) posted a net loss of 2.52
billion dirhams ($687 million) for 2013 as it marked down the value of its oil
and gas holdings in North America, the company said yesterday. The state-
controlled energy investment giant swung from a profit after minority inter-
ests of 649 million dirhams in 2012.  Because of last year’s loss, its board rec-
ommended no dividend for 2013; for 2012, it had paid 10 fils per share.

A one-off, non-cash impairment of 3.25 billion dirhams was mostly due
to “a reduction in the long-term assumptions for natural gas prices in
North America and is in line with recent write-downs by other natural gas
producers in the region,” TAQA said. The company stressed that the impair-
ment did not affect its ability to continue operations or service its debt.
Cash flow actually improved last year, with earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation, and amortisation rising 1 percent to 13.4 billion dirhams, it
said. But TAQA’s shares plunged, dropping their 10 percent daily limit on
the Abu Dhabi stock exchange. Total revenues fell 7 percent last year to
25.76 billion dirhams, the company said.

TAQA has investments around the world, including North Sea oil pro-
duction facilities and power plants in India, Ghana and Morocco. Chief
executive Carl Sheldon said yesterday that substantial capital spending
would continue despite the loss. “The impairment won’t have an impact on
our 2014 program.  We have budgeted to spend between $2 and $2.5 bil-
lion, a little less than 2013,” he said on a conference call with reporters.

TAQA turned around its North American operations last year, reducing
head count by 162, disposing of non-core acreage and creating a simpler
organization, it said. A more focused capital spending program centered
around the company’s highest-value prospects has started to generate
higher production, it added. —Reuters
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BEIJING: China should let market forces play greater
role in its drive to boost the urban population to
accomplish its goal of ensuring sustained, consumer-
led growth, the World Bank said in a report yesterday.
In the report jointly prepared with China’s
Development Research Center, a top-level policy
think tank, the World Bank said a market-based allo-
cation of resources would lead to sustainable urban-
ization. “Government would need to rebalance its
involvement from exercising administrative control to
regulating market-based allocation of people, land,
and capital across China and provision of public serv-
ices to support these allocations,” the report said.

China wants to increase the proportion of urban
residents among its population of almost 1.4 billion
to 60 percent by 2020, up from 53.7 percent now, as
it looks to turn the economy into one driven by con-
sumption and services rather than investment and
credit. Last week the government said it was plan-
ning a major expansion of its transport networks and
urban infrastructure to push the urbanization drive
and would also focus on the environment, amid
growing complaints about toxic levels of smog and
water pollution. The report listed six areas for change
that it said would lead to a “new model of urbaniza-
tion” for China. The reform of land management to

strengthen rights for farmers, limit the amount of
land that can be requisitioned by local governments
and market-based pricing would be a priority, the
report said.

A second major issue is reform of the “hukou” reg-
istration system that controls the benefits residents
can enjoy and denies basic services to those who
relocate without permission. The report also recom-
mended allowing local governments to borrow mon-
ey directly within strict rules, as well as reforming city
planning, managing environmental pressures and
improving governance by making local governments
more transparent. “If China stays committed and

implements the necessary reforms, it could become
a global model on urbanization, while winning the
war on pollution, sustaining high growth rates for its
economy, making cities more liveable and allowing
more people to benefit from development,” World
Bank Managing Director Sri Mulyani Indrawati said in
a statement accompanying the report. China’s lead-
ers have repeatedly said they will accept slower
growth as they attempt to re-engineer the world’s
second-largest economy.

It has slowed markedly in the first two months of
the year, with growth in investment, retail sales and
factory output all falling to multi-year lows. — Reuters 

WB: China needs new market-based approach 

WASHINGTON: US consumer confidence
rebounded in March, providing a further sign
that the economy’s prospects should brighten
with warmer weather. The Conference Board
says its confidence index rose to 82.3 in March
from a February reading of 78.3. It marked the
first time the index has been above the 82 level
since last June, when it stood at 82.1.

Conference Board economist Lynn Franco
says consumers are moderately more upbeat
about future job prospects and the overall econ-
omy, though less optimistic about income
growth. Consumer confidence is closely
watched because consumer spending accounts
for 70 percent of economic activity. 

Fewer people bought new US homes in
February. Sales fell to their slowest pace in five
months, a sign that the housing market has yet
to recover fully from brutal winter weather. Sales
of new homes declined 3.3 percent last month
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 440,000,
the Commerce Department said yesterday. That
was down from a revised rate of 455,000 in
January.

Buying dropped off during February in the
Northeast, which was battered by snowstorms. It
also fell in Western states, where last year’s price
increases have made homes less affordable.
New-home sales have declined 1.1 percent over
the past 12 months. Despite the seasonal  hit by
a cold winter, sales are still on track to exceed
the 428,000 total from 2013, when they rose 16.3
percent to their highest level in five years. Most
economists expect sales to rebound as the
weather improves and the spring buying season
begins. Not only does warmer weather bring
more traffic to open houses, but families are usu-
ally reluctant to move in the middle of the
school year.

Still, several other indicators from February
suggest that a sector-wide rebound has yet to
begin. An index tracking mortgage applications
fell last month to its lowest level since December
2000. The Mortgage Bankers Association report-
ed its seasonally adjusted index of refinancing
and home-buying demand dropped 8.5 percent

to 348.5 in the week ended Feb. 21. The National
Association of Realtors said last Thursday that
sales declined 0.4 percent last month to a sea-
sonally adjusted annual rate of 4.6 million. That
was the sixth decline in the past seven months.

The National Association of Home
Builders/Wells Fargo builder sentiment index
was 46 in February. Readings below 50 indicate
that more builders view sales conditions as poor
rather than good.

And builders started work on 907,000 homes
at a seasonally adjusted annual rate in February,
the Commerce Department said last week. That
was down 0.2 percent from January, when con-
struction had fallen 11.2 percent. Freezing tem-
peratures and snowstorms have caused a slip in
housing activity this past winter while higher
mortgage rates and higher prices had acted to
slow growth earlier in 2013. The Standard &

Poor’s/Case-Shiller 20-city home price index
reported Tuesday that prices rose a healthy 13.2
percent in January compared with 12 months
earlier. That’s down slightly from a 13.4 percent
increase in 2013.

Borrowing costs have also increased over the
past year. The average rate on a 30-year mort-
gage was 4.32 percent last week. Rates surged
about  1.25 percentage points from May through
September, peaking at 4.6 percent. Those
increases began after the Federal Reserve sig-
naled that it would begin to pull back from its
bond-buying program. 

Those Fed bond purchases were designed
to keep long-term interest rates low to spur
more borrowing and boost economic growth.
Since December, the Fed has reduced the size
of its monthly purchases to $55 billion from
$85 billion. — AP

US consumer confidence 
rebounded in March

Sales of new homes fell 3.3% in February

PEPPER PIKE: Roofers install a roof on a new construction home in Pepper Pike, Ohio. The
Commerce Department released new home sales for February yesterday. — AP

LAGOS: Members of a panel speaks during the African Finance Corporation’s first
conference on infrastructure investment in Lagos yesterday. The African Finance
Corporation hosted its inaugural infrastructure investment conference in Lagos,
Nigeria’s commercial capital tagged “Africa Live” to discuss how Africa can take the
lead in bridging the continent’s infrastructure gap. — AFP

DUBAI: Abu Dhabi-based private equity
firm Gulf Capital plans to sell its remaining
stake in Gulf Marine Services within two
years in the open market and expects to
make a total profit of about 10 times its
original investment, or around $600 million.
Gulf Capital floated approximately 40 per-
cent of its holding in the vessel operator on
the London Stock Exchange earlier this
month and plans to sell its remaining 49.7
percent stake in the coming two years, chief
executive Karim El Solh said yesterday.

That could give a boost to a Middle East
private equity market which has been
almost frozen since the global crisis hit in
2009. “We’ve made almost 10 times our
money on this investment.  That’s more
than the size of the whole Equity Partners
Fund,” El Solh said from his office in Abu
Dhabi, referring to a $533 million Gulf
Capital fund which is almost 80 percent
invested over eight deals across the Gulf
region. “We’ve diluted 40 percent of our
stake and will plan to sell the rest in the

open market within the coming two years.
The London Exchange is very liquid and will
enable us to fully exit our investment
smoothly,” he said.

Gulf Capital bought an 80 percent stake
in Gulf Marine Services (GMS) through its
GC Equity Partners II Fund in 2007, and
grew the company from a UAE-based oil
and gas services firm into one with opera-
tions across the Gulf region, as well as in the
Middle East and Europe’s North Sea.

GMS operates self-propelled, self-elevat-
ed support vessel fleets for clients in the oil
and gas sector.

Gulf Capital paid close to $60 million for
its original stake according to Reuters calcu-
lations. The initial public offering (IPO), com-
pleted last week, valued GMS at 472 million
pounds ($783 million) at the offer price of
135 pence and total proceeds raised in the
IPO were 179 million pounds, after exercise
of the over-allotment option. At 1320 GMT,
GMS shares were up 1.4 percent at 158.5
pence. — Reuters

Gulf Capital to sell rest 
of GMS within two years 

TOKYO: Tokyo resident Reiko Oguma is
splashing out the yen in a last-minute
buying spree as she and millions of
Japanese shoppers brace for the country’s
first sales tax hike since the late 1990s.

Oguma, a forty-something housewife,
reckoned there was no time to lose so
she shelled out the equivalent of $2,000
for a new refrigerator and clothes ahead
of the increase on April 1 — as fears
grow that the hike will take a bite out of
consumer spending and derail Japan’s
nascent economic recovery.

“I know that stuff is cheaper than it will
be afterwards so I’d rather buy it now,”
said Oguma, among the thousands shop-
ping in Tokyo’s bustling Shinjuku district,
adding that she saved the equivalent of
around $60.  Such modest savings and a
new levy of 8.0 percent-up from 5.0 per-
cent-might not register in places with
much higher consumption taxes.

But not so in Japan, where the econo-
my has been long been locked in a defla-
tionary spiral and consumers are used to
paying pretty much the same prices year
after year for their haircuts, televisions,
beer and sushi. Electric toothbrushes,
family-sized fridges and washing
machines are selling fast at household
and electronics chain Bic Camera, where
February sales were up almost 14 per-
cent from a year ago, despite poor winter
weather that might have otherwise kept
shoppers at home.

“We’re seeing rush demand ahead of
the tax increase,” said a spokesman for
the company.  Some firms are absorbing
the higher tax to keep prices steady, fear-
ing a drop in customer traffic.

However, QB House, a 1,000 yen-a-
head haircut chain, said prices will go up
a full 8.0 percent to 1,080 yen. The com-
pany reasoned that it kept its thrifty rates
capped despite the last tax rise 17 years
ago, when the levy rose to 5.0 percent
from 3.0 percent . “Under the current cir-
cumstances, it is hard to keep prices the
same,” it said. It’s a similar story for the
Yoshinoya restaurant chain’s beef-on-rice
bowls which are set to cost 300 yen, up
from 280 yen, owing to the tax rise and
rising import costs, which have been
pushed up by the weak yen.

Thrifty consumers  
Falling or static prices may sound

great for household budgets, but
Japanese wages have barely moved over
the years and the cycle meant shoppers
tended to hold off buying in the hope of
getting goods cheaper down the road.
That, in turn, hurt producers and slowed
economic growth.

The tax rise is seen as crucial for bring-
ing down Japan’s eye-watering debt. But
it has created a key challenge for a policy
blitz unleashed by Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, aimed at nudging the world’s third-
largest economy out of deflation. A key
worry is that Japan’s last tax rise in 1997
deterred consumers and foreshadowed
the drop into a cycle of falling prices-
although other factors, including the
Asian financial crisis, also weighed on the
economy.

Consumer prices in 2013 logged their
first annual rise in five years, while land
prices are up in major cities for first time
since the global financial crisis in 2008.

Those inflationary signs-along with
higher prices from the tax rise-are exac-
erbating fears about future spending,
despite recent wage increases by major
firms including Toyota and Panasonic.

Spending data “suggest consumers
are getting thrifty, and expectations for
salary increases were not enough to off-
set the trend,” said Credit Suisse analyst
Hiromichi Shirakawa. Among those tight-
ening their belts is 19-year-old college
student Yukako Muraishi. “From April, I’ll
be cutting back on spending,” she said,
after scooping up some expensive new
clothes. 

Still, not everyone thinks the late
nineties slowdown will repeat itself. Last
week, Japan passed its biggest-ever
budget to prop up growth, after  the
Bank of Japan last year unleashed an
unprecedented monetary easing cam-
paign to stir growth. “Compared with
1997, we now have the central bank’s
monetary easing and government poli-
cies designed to cushion the shock,” said
Mitsubishi UFJ Morgan Stanley Securities’
senior economist Hiroshi Miyazaki.

“So, I don’t think the economy will
slow down this time around.”  — AFP

Japan shoppers splash 
out yen before tax rise

BATMAN, Turkey: Turkey may lower its growth
forecast for this year if local elections on Sunday
heighten uncertainty before a presidential race
in August, Finance Minister Mehmet Simsek said
in an interview.

The elections are the first big test of Prime
Minister Tayyip Erdogan and his AK Party’s popu-
larity since protests last summer and a corrup-
tion scandal that erupted in December. They are
widely seen as a referendum on his rule and may
dictate whether he runs for president in August
or stays on for a fourth term as prime minister. If
the AK Party polls below the 40 percent of the
vote it got in the last local elections, in 2009,
heightened uncertainty about the presidential
vote may prompt a cut in the government’s 4
percent growth target for 2014, said Simsek,
himself a member of the AK Party.

“If the result of next weekend is that political
stability is not under threat, that is if there is sup-
port of more than 40 percent (for the AKP), then
the uncertainty related to the presidential elec-
tion will be limited,” Simsek told Reuters in the
southeastern city of Batman.

Investors agree the elections will be a test of
how well the party and Erdogan have weathered
one of the greatest challenges of his time in
office, after dominating Turkish politics for more
than a decade and overseeing a period of
unprecedented economic growth.

“Local elections at the weekend will be
absolutely key to easing market concerns over
domestic political stability,” said Timothy Ash,
head of emerging markets strategy at Standard
Bank in London.

Turkey’s economy was “less fragile than it
appeared from abroad”, Simsek said. But “if a per-
ception emerges from the elections that there is
a threat to stability, the downward risks to
growth will increase and there could be a revi-
sion (to the target),” he said.

Markets may rally if Erdogan’s results beat
expectations and the AKP does well, Standard
Bank’s Ash said in a note to clients. That would
mean “retaining Ankara/Istanbul, and polling

above 40 percent ... Less than 40 percent, and
there may well be uncertainty.”

The corruption scandal, which began with
the arrest of three ministers’ sons and business-
men close to Erdogan, has undermined confi-
dence, helping to send the lira to record lows
and leading to a hike in interest rates in January
to defend the currency. 

Turkey’s consumer confidence index tum-
bled to a four-year low in February. But industri-
al production appears to have held up, with
output rising 7.3 percent year-on-year in
January. Data yesterday showed the number of
foreign visitors to Turkey rose 6.6 percent in
February, in a boost for tourism, a crucial source
of foreign currency.

Simsek said he expected economic growth

last year, which is due to be announced on
March 31, to be around 4 percent. He also saw
no need to revise current budget targets, adding
that he expected budget improvements to con-
tinue. The central government’s budget-deficit-
to-gross-domestic-product ratio is seen at 1.9
percent this year, the minister said.

Ratings agency Moody’s said in a report yes-
terday that political turbulence and market
volatility was heightening Turkey’s external vul-
nerability but that fiscal policy was expected to
absorb some of the shocks to the economy.
Turkish assets were steady yesterday. The lira
was flat at 2.2360 against the dollar and the
main share index 0.43 percent higher. The 10-
year benchmark bond yield fell to 11.29 percent
from 11.36 percent. — Reuters

Turkish vote may affect 
growth outlook: FM

British Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne (left) speaks with works manager Richard
O’Neil (right) during a visit to Tata Steel  in Port Talbot, Wales, yesterday following his budget
statement last week where he announced support for energy intensive manufacturing. — AFP

FRANKFURT: Passengers at German airports face
lengthy delays tomorrow after trade union Verdi
called for a strike by ground staff as part of wider
industrial action over public sector pay. Verdi
yesterday called on ground staff, baggage han-
dlers and maintenance staff at almost all of
Germany’s big airports to strike during the morn-
ing shift on Thursday, which runs until 1300 GMT.

The airport strike is part of wider industrial
action by public sector workers, including those
driving local transport or running childcare cen-

tres, after public sector pay talks failed to pro-
duce any sign of a deal. Lufthansa, Germany’s
largest airline, said it expected significant disrup-
tion and would announce information on poten-
tial flight cancellations and alternative travel
arrangements today. 

Verdi represents around 6,000 public sector
airport workers in Frankfurt, Europe’s third-
largest hub. Lufthansa said it would have to
cancel a majority of its flights from Frankfurt if
many workers took part in the action. “Verdi is

once again ensuring that a third party that is
not part of the pay dispute, will be hit by the
strike,” it said.

The str ike wil l  affect  Cologne -Bonn,
Duesseldorf, Hamburg, Hanover and Stuttgart
airports, as well as Munich and Frankfurt. Trade
unions want pay rises of 3.5 percent and an
extra 100 euros ($140) per month for some 2.1
million federal and municipal public sector
workers. That would amount to a total increase
of 6.7 percent, they say. —Reuters

Strikes to hit German airports 
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TOKYO: Shares were in a defensive mode yester-
day on uncertainty over Ukraine and the global
economy, though still-vague hopes of  stimulus
measures from China may be supporting
investor sentiment. Short-dated US Treasuries
prices wobbled, taking short-term US bond
yields to six-month highs as investors fretted
over whether the Federal Reserve would raise
interest rates sooner than expected, following
comments last week from Janet Yellen, the
bank’s new chief.

European shares are expected to recoup
some of the previous day ’s heavy losses.
Spreadbetters saw Germany’s DAX opening 0.4

percent above its close and Britain’s FTSE and
France’s CAC opening up 0.3 percent. Japan’s
Nikkei dropped 0.4 percent while MSCI’s broad-
est index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan
also dipped 0.2 percent.

That followed a lacklustre session on Wall
Street, where the Nasdaq Composite Index led
the losses with a fall of 1.2 percent to a five-week
low as investors took some money off recent top
performers such as biotech shares. The S&P500
Index fell 0.5 percent to 1,857.44.

Concerns over Ukraine and soft US manufac-
turing were cited as possible catalyst, though
market players noted the selling could also

reflect unwinding of positions ahead of the
quarter-end. Markit’s US manufacturing survey
showed US factories slowed down in March. The
diplomatic standoff over Ukraine continued as
US President Barack Obama and major industri-
alised nations warned Russia on Monday it faces
additional economic sanctions if President
Vladimir Putin takes further action to destabilise
Ukraine.

“In short, there’s nowhere to put money at
this point.  Investors are generally upbeat on the
US but they want to see more evidence that the
weakness in some of the recent data is due to a
bad weather,” said Tohru Yamamoto, chief fixed

income strategist at Daiwa Securities. In a
world full of uncertainty, short-term US
bonds attracted even more attention after
Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen explicitly
said last week the Fed could raise rates
around six months after its current bond-
buying program ends.

Money market futures are pricing in
some chance of a rate hike by spring 2015
with a full rate hike to 0.50 percent fully
priced in by August next year. Even as the
US 30-year bond yield fell to 3.56 percent ,
near this year’s low of 3.525 percent, short-
dated debt yields moved in the opposite
direction as investors tried to price in future
rate hikes.

The US two-year yield shot to six-month
high of 0.4655 percent on Monday and last
stood at 0.437 percent. It was around 0.35
percent before Yellen’s comments. Rising
US short-term rates were undermining the
attraction of precious metals, with gold
fetching $1,315.35 per ounce , close to
Monday’s near five-week low of $1,307.54.
Silver tumbled to a six-week low of $19.84
an ounce on Monday and last stood at
$19.98. While rising US rates are generally
seen as negative for emerging markets,
many of them have been resilient so far,
helped in part by expectations the Chinese
government could unveil economic stimu-
lus measures following weak Chinese man-

ufacturing data on Monday.
“The data was pretty bad. It looks almost

certain that the first quarter growth is likely
to fall short of the government’s growth
target of 7.5 percent. So the government is
likely to take some measures, as it has done
a few times in the past year, to support the
economy,” said Naoki Tashiro, President of
TS China Research. Mainland Chinese
shares briefly hit a one-month high as com-
panies linked to Shanghai’s free trade zone
gained after media reports indicated
restrictions on foreign investors there could
be relaxed.

Analysts said, however, any policy meas-
ures adopted by China to support the
economy would be modest and certainly
not on the scale of its global financial crisis
strategy, when a torrent of lending led to
an unprecedented build-up of debt.

The Australian dollar, often seen as a liq-
uid proxy for bets on the Chinese economy,
also hit a three-month high of $0.9158
before erasing gains. “The message from
Chinese policymakers is clear that even
though Q1 growth will be a bit softer, they
just won’t let (the economy) collapse,” said
Sean Callow, currency strategist at Westpac
in Sydney. Other major currencies were on
hold, with the euro changing hands at
$1.3827 and the yen at 102.30 yen to the
dollar. — Reuters

Shares in defensive mode over Ukraine

NEW YORK: Specialist Meric Greenbaum relaxes on the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange. US stocks fell yesterday in the morning trade as tensions over Ukraine
escalated. —AP

LONDON: Oil edged up over $107 a bar-
rel yesterday, supported by a further drop
in production in Libya and speculation
China will act to support its slowing econ-
omy.

In Libya, oil production will be cut by
about 80,000 barrels per day to about
150,000 bpd yesterday after a large oil-
field was shut. Output has collapsed from
1.4 million bpd in July because of strikes
and protests. Brent crude rose 25 cents to
$107.06 by 1013 GMT.  US crude, also
known as West Texas Intermediate, was
up 29 cents to $99.89 a barrel.

“Crude oil production in Libya is going
from bad to worse and apart from the off-
shore fields the production in that coun-
try is now basically out,” said Olivier
Jakob, an analyst at Petromatrix.

Hopes that China, the second-largest
oil consumer, will act to support its slow-
ing economy offered commodities some
support.  Stronger Chinese growth would

probably boost oil demand, as well as use
of other commodities such as copper,
which also rose yesterday. As well as actu-
al supply disruption in Libya, threatened
concerns over supplies stemming from
the Ukraine crisis also underpinned oil
prices.

Leaders of the Group of Seven nations,
meeting without Russia on Monday,
agreed their energy ministers would work
together to reduce dependence on
Russian oil and gas and increase energy
security. The closure for a possible fourth
day of the Houston Ship Channel follow-
ing an oil barge spill on Saturday was also
keeping a floor under prices, analysts
said. Crude could come under pressure if
oil inventory reports this week show a fur-
ther increase in US crude stockpiles,
which would be a tenth straight weekly
gain. The US Energy Information
Administration’s (EIA) supply report is due
out today. — Reuters

Oil edges up above 
$107 on supply fears

SINGAPORE: Gold rebounded yesterday from
a one-month low hit in the prior session,
helped by short covering and a rise in bullion-
backed exchange traded fund holdings, but
expectations of higher US interest rates and a
lack of physical buying capped gains. Some
gold investors have turned bearish after com-
ments last week from US Federal Reserve Chief
Janet Yellen that suggested interest rates could
rise sooner than many had expected, hurting
bullion’s appeal as a hedge against inflation.

Gold added $3.88 an ounce to $1,313.00
by 0721 GMT, off Monday’s trough of
$1,307.54, its weakest since Feb. 20, but below
a six-month top of $1,391.76 hit last week.
“ETF holdings have been supportive. Much of
that has been the main reason why prices this
year have been stable,” said Mark Keenan,
head of Commodities Research for Asia at
Societe Generale. “Short covering at the start
of the year and the safe-haven appeal
throughout the EM (emerging market) and
Ukrainian crisis” have also underpinned prices,
he said.

“But ultimately, these factors have been
short-lived,” Keenan said. “The larger macro-
economics framework still remains very bear-
ish for gold. With the price unable to break
through $1,400 recently, selling has returned
to the market and it remains back on track for
lower numbers.”

SPDR Gold Trust, the world’s largest gold-
backed exchange-traded fund, said its hold-
ings rose 0.55 percent to 821.47 tons on
Monday from 816.97 tons on Friday. In terms
of ounces, the holdings are at their highest

since December. Investors are also eyeing the
Ukraine crisis for trading cues. US President
Barack Obama and major industrialized allies
warned Russia that it faced damaging eco-
nomic sanctions if President Vladimir Putin
takes further action to destabilize Ukraine fol-
lowing the seizure of Crimea.

US gold was at $1,313.60 an ounce, up
$2.40. Physical dealers said demand from jew-
ellers and retail investors was subdued, keep-
ing premiums for gold bars little changed in
Singapore at $1 an ounce to the spot London
prices.

“ To be very honest, physical demand
hasn’t picked up. I don’t know what customers
are waiting for. Prices are a lot cheaper than
last week, but the demand is not there,” said a
dealer in Singapore.

“I am actually quite shocked. I mean, you
do see some buying but buyers are just not
taking physical delivery.” Dealers in Hong
Kong complained that a weak yuan and dis-
counted prices on the Shanghai Gold
Exchange had curbed buying interest from
China, the world’s top consumer.

Silver and platinum ticked higher, while
palladium slipped. Platinum producers Anglo
American Platinum, Impala Platinum and
Lonmin said yesterday a strike now in its ninth
week at their South African mines was causing
irreparable damage to the sector and local
economy. In other markets, Asian shares were
in a defensive mode after Wall Street fell
overnight, though still-vague hopes of a new
stimulus plan in China could improve investor
sentiment. — Reuters

Gold off 1-month low, 
US rate fears cap gains
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LONDON: Brit ish budget air l ine easyJet
upgraded its first-half outlook by 25 percent
yesterday, due to tight cost control and the
popularity of its allocated seating program.
easyJet said yesterday that it expected to post
a pre-tax loss of between 55 million pounds
($91 million) and 65 million pounds for the six
months to March 31, an improvement on previ-
ous guidance of 70 million pounds to 90 mil-
lion pounds.

The group, which like its rivals traditionally
runs at a loss during its winter first half when
fewer customers fly, reported a loss of 61 mil-

lion pounds for the same period last year. The
upgrade was also helped by a benign winter
which meant less weather-related disruption,
easyJet said.

easyJet has over the last year stolen a march
on bigger budget rival Ryanair by introducing
measures such as allocated seating and allow-
ing passengers to change their flights in a bid
to appeal to business travellers. Shares in
easyJet, which have risen 62 percent over the
last year, closed at 1,632 pence on Monday.
Traders expected them to be up over 2 percent
yesterday. “This performance demonstrates our

continued focus on cost and progress against
all our strategic priorities,” easyJet ’s Chief
Executive Carolyn McCall said in a statement.

Revenue per seat in the six month period is
expected to rise 1.5 percent, easyJet said, high-
er than a forecast given in January of “very
slightly up”, on a boost from allocated seating
and other initiatives.

The forecast improvement to easyJet’s first-
half performance comes despite it guiding to a
hit of up to 8 million pounds from additional
unit fuel costs for this first-half compared to the
same period in 2013.  — Reuters 

Budget carrier easyJet upgrades H1 outlook

FRANKFURT: The European Central Bank could
buy loans and other assets from banks to help
support the euro-zone economy, Germany’s
Bundesbank has said, marking a radical soften-
ing of its stance on the contested policy.

Jens Weidmann, who is a member of the
European Central Bank’s Governing Council, told
MNI in an interview published yesterday that the
ECB could consider purchasing euro-zone gov-
ernment bonds or top-rated private sector
assets. “Of course any private or public assets
that we might buy would have to meet certain
quality standards,” Weidmann said.

“But the overall question is one of effective-
ness, costs and side-effects. We are currently dis-
cussing the effectiveness of these measures. The
intended effects would then have to be weighed
against the costs and side-effects.” With little
room for the ECB to cut interest rates further
from a record low 0.25 percent, Weidmann
called in the interview, which MNI said was con-
ducted on Friday, for a debate about the effec-
tiveness of other policy tools.

“The unconventional measures under consid-
eration are largely uncharted territory. This
means that we need a discussion about their
effectiveness and also about their costs and

side-effects,” he said. The Bundesbank represents
the 18-member euro zone’s biggest economy,
Germany, and its president’s words carry weight
in the debate over what the ECB should do as
traditional tools such as changing borrowing
costs lose their force.

He cited limits under the ECB’s mandate on
funding euro zone governments, which a pend-
ing German constitutional court ruling on the
legality of its Outright Monetary Transactions
(OMT) bond purchase program is expected to
underline. “This does not mean that a QE pro-
gram is generally out of the question. But we
have to ensure that the prohibition of monetary
financing is respected,” Weidmann said.

“We need to discuss this and ideally achieve a
common view.” Quantitative easing, or QE, is
when a central bank buys loans or other assets
from banks. It would represent a radical depar-
ture for the ECB, which has so far, not least
because of resistance from Germany, refused to
take such a step. Weidmann has been one of the
chief opponents of such a move and his change
of tack signals a possible future shift in the ECB’s
stance, just at the time that the U.S. Federal
Reserve is paring back its own program of asset
buying.

The ECB cut its benchmark interest rate to a
record low of 0.25 percent in November and has
said it will keep rates at this level or lower well
into the recovery and even if inflation begins to
pick up to absorb a large degree of unused
capacity.

Negative rates 
The central bank has started to pay closer

attention to the euro exchange rate and its
impact on the outlook for inflation, and
Weidmann said a negative deposit rate could be
a way to address the impact from a strengthen-
ing currency. “If you wanted to counter the con-
sequences of a strong appreciation of the euro
for the inflation outlook, negative rates would,
however, appear to be a more appropriate meas-
ure than others,” he said. “But we are talking
about hypothetical scenarios here and not
about imminent decisions.”

A negative deposit rate would mean that
banks have to pay to park their funds at the ECB
overnight. The impact such a step would have to
improve bank lending to companies and house-
holds is “debatable”,  Weidmann said.
Weidmann’s predecessor Axel Weber resigned in
2011 in protest at the ECB’s first government
bond purchase program at the height of the
euro-zone debt crisis and Weidmann was the
only Governing Council member to vote against
the OMT in 2012.

The Bundesbank is concerned about over-
stretching the ECB’s mandate of preserving price
stability and venturing too far into the realm of
financing governments by buying sovereign
debt, something that it is banned from doing
under EU law. “It should be clear that my person-
al assessment will be a strict one. Buying not just
peripheral bonds but German and French ones
as well does not automatically solve the prob-
lem of monetary financing,” Weidmann said.

“One key aspect we need to consider is that
of the redistribution of risks between member
states. “This issue persists even when buying
bonds according to the capital key of the ECB
because of the different risks of the respective
sovereigns,” he said. “Ultimately, the risk to tax-
payers would be tantamount to that of a euro
bond issue.”

The capital key is the proportion of the ECB’s
total capital paid in by member countries, of
which Germany’s share is the largest at about 27
percent. The Bundesbank has long opposed the
pooling of liabilities, for example through joint-
ly-issued bonds in the euro-zone, without closer
fiscal integration including common control
over member states’ budgets. —  Reuters

ECB’s Weidmann says
QE not out of question

Impact to bring about ‘lower credit rates debatable’

Walgreen’s fiscal second quarter earnings
slipped compared with last year, as a slow-
down in generic drug introductions and
bad weather contributed to a performance
that missed Wall Street’s profit expecta-
tions.

The drugstore chain and its competitors
have been helped in recent quarters by an
influx of generic drugs. These cheaper
alternatives to branded medicines squeeze
sales but help profitability because they
come with a wider margin between the
cost for the pharmacy to purchase the
drugs and the reimbursement it receives.

But that benefit has waned as the flood
of new generic drugs seen in recent years
has slowed. Walgreen Co said yesterday
that its revenue managed to grow 5 per-
cent in its fiscal quarter despite that chal-
lenge, severe weather that tends to keep
customers away from its stores and a com-
parison to last year’s more-severe flu sea-
son, which generated more business.

Overall, the nation’s largest drugstore
chain earned $754 million, or 78 cents per

share, in the quarter that ended Feb. 28.
That’s down from $756 million, or 79 cents
per share, a year ago. Adjusted earnings
were 91 cents per share.

Analysts expected 93 cents per share,
according to FactSet. Its revenue rose to
$19.61 billion from $18.65 billion a year
ago and matched Wall Street expectations.

The Deerfield, Illinois, company also said
it plans to close 76 stores in the second half
of its fiscal year “to optimize the company’s
asset base.” That represents a small slice of
its total of 8,210 and a big shift from its pre-
vious growth strategy, which focused on
opening locations to maximize conven-
ience for its customers. Walgreen shares
rose $2.09, or 3.3 percent, to $66.40 in pre-
market trading about 45 minutes before
markets opened yesterday and after the
company reported its quarterly results. The
stock started 2014 strong, hitting an all-
time high price of $69.84 at the end of last
month before retreating.  Shares were up
12 percent so far this year, as of Monday’s
close. — AP

Walgreen fiscal Q2 
profit drops less than 1%

JACKSON: Customers leave a Walgreens pharmacy in Jackson, Mississippi. Walgreen
Co reported quarterly financial results yesterday. —AP

FRANKFURT: ECB could consider purchasing euro-zone government bonds or top-rated pri-
vate sector assets, said Jens Weidmann.

LONDON: Kingfisher, Europe’s No 1 home
improvement retailer, set out plans for a mul-
ti-million pound program of extra rewards for
shareholders, underscoring the strength of its
recent performance and helping lift its shares
to a 14-year high. The group, which runs mar-
ket leader B&Q in Britain and trades as
Castorama and Brico Depot in France, has off-
set weak demand in many markets with a
scheme tagged “creating the leader”,
designed to improve profitability by meas-
ures such as buying more goods centrally
and directly from places like China.

In the first return of capital to investors in
its 32-year history, Kingfisher said it plans a
multi-year program starting with a 200 mil-
lion pounds handout in its current financial
year through January 2015.

“When we say multi-year, it’s more than
one and less than five,” Chief Executive Ian
Cheshire told reporters. He said the mecha-
nism of return could vary between share
buybacks, special dividends and the issue of
different class shares. An overall target for
the program had not been set.

The company, which said it was well
placed to benefit from a pick-up in con-
sumer spending as Europe’s economies
return to growth, ended its financial year
with net cash of 238 million pounds, even
before taking account of the 195 million
raised from the disposal of its 21.2 percent
stake in Germany’s Hornbach, also
announced yesterday.

Kingfisher said that after a tough first
quarter, trading conditions improved
through the year, with the exception of a
persistent weak economic backdrop in
France, its most profitable market. It won
market share in France, the UK and Poland.
The group, No.3 in the world by sales behind
US groups Lowe’s and Home Depot, met
forecasts with a 4.1 percent rise in yearly
profit before tax and one-off items to 744
million pounds ($1.2 billion). Analyst fore-
casts had been in a range of between 738
million and 748 million.

Big market 
In addition to the Hornbach disposal,

the group also set out a batch of other
international measures, including a search
for a local strategic partner for its lossmak-
ing B&Q China business, aiming to repli-
cate a partner approach it adopted in
Turkey.

It said it would target expansion in
Germany through its Screwfix business. It
plans to open four outlets in Germany in
the current year and will offer full next-day
national delivery. “If you take the fact that
we’ve got over 350 (Screwfix outlets) in the
UK and Germany is at least twice the size,
you’ve got a very big market,” said
Cheshire. Combined with an entry into
Portugal with two Brico DÈpÙt stores, the
combined investment impact on 2014-15
profit would be a net charge of around 10
million pounds.

B&Q China, which trades from 39 stores,
made a loss of 6 million pounds in 2013-
14. “We believe there is a long-term home
improvement market in China which is
going to be very big,” said the CEO, adding
that potential local partners had already
expressed interest.

Cheshire said the group’s view of how
fast it will develop in Russia, which con-
tributes 5 percent of group sales, would be
influenced by further economic sanctions,
trade and currency issues, but added: “The
long-term prognosis for the Russian retail
sector still remains very strong.”

Kingfisher shares, up 41 percent over
the last year, were up 5.7 percent at 430p
by 1018 GMT, valuing the business at 10.2
billion pounds. The stock rose as high as
436.8p, its highest since late 2000.

Total group sales rose 3.5 percent on a
constant currency basis to 11.1 billion
pounds. Sales at stores open over a year
rose 0.7 percent. The company said it
would pay a year-end dividend of 6.78p
per share, taking its full-year total to 9.9p,
up 4.7 percent.  — Reuters 

‘Ex-Deutsche
banker left 

notes before
killing himself’ 

LONDON: A retired Deutsche Bank executive, William
Broeksmit, killed himself after leaving several suicide
notes for family and friends, an inquest in London
ruled yesterday. Broeksmit, 58, who had close ties to
the bank’s co-Chief Executive Anshu Jain, was found
hanging in January at his Kensington home by his
wife and pronounced dead at the scene.

The inquest at London’s High Court heard
Broeksmit retired from the bank in February 2013 but
written medical evidence said he was “very anxious”
that summer about authorities investigating areas of
banking where he had worked, without giving fur-
ther details. However the last time he was known to
have seen a doctor, in December 2013, he had not
appeared anxious or depressed, the hearing was told,
and a psychologist said Broeksmit recognized his
concerns were due to a state of anxiety rather than
reality.

Coroner Fiona Wilcox said there was “clear suicidal
intent” in the notes but did not give details of their
content. “These notes do provide evidence of inten-
tion,” Wilcox said.  “I am therefore satisfied ... that
William Broeksmit did take his own life.”

Deutsche Bank said in a statement after the
inquest: “Bill was not under suspicion of wrongdoing
in any matter.” Broeksmit, a US national, was a key
founder of Deutsche’s investment bank and one
many bankers, including Jain, who joined Germany’s
flagship lender from Merrill Lynch in the 1990s when
Deutsche launched plans to compete on Wall Street.
As head of risk and capital optimization, he was also
a principal player in Deutsche’s efforts to unwind its
riskier positions and to reduce the size of its balance
sheet in the wake of the global financial crisis. Jain
sought to have Broeksmit join the management
board as head of risk management in 2012 but, in a
major setback for both men, German regulator Bafin
blocked the appointment, saying Broeksmit lacked
experience leading large teams.

None of his family was present for the inquest but
his lawyer handed a note from his wife, Alla
Broeksmit, to reporters afterwards. “Bill was a loving
husband and devoted father. The children and I are
heartbroken by our loss,” his wife said. — Reuters 

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s plat-
inum producers said a two-month strike
was causing “irreparable” damage to the
sector, which has to date lost nearly a bil-
lion dollars in revenue.

The strike over wages which started
over eight weeks ago has halted produc-
tion at the world’s top three producers,
Anglo American Platinum, Impala
Platinum and Lonmin. “The extended
strike in the platinum belt is unprece-
dented, and at a stage where some of its
impacts are becoming irreparable,” the
chief executives of the three companies
said in a joint statement.

They said the strike has so far resulted
in “close to 10 billion rand ($920 million)
in revenue lost.”

Employees have lost around 4.4 bil-
lion rand ($406 million) in earnings, they
said. “Mines and shafts are becoming
unviable; people are hungry; children
are not going to school; businesses are
closing and crime in the platinum belt is
increasing,” the statement said. Tens of
thousands of members of the militant
Association of Mineworkers and
Construction Union (AMCU) downed
tools on January 23, demanding that
their minimum wage be doubled. The
platinum companies have maintained

that the demand is simply unrealistic
and have suggested staggered increas-
es of seven to nine percent over the
next three years, which the union has
rejected.

The wage demand of around $1,125 -
which the union is sticking to - was at the
centre of the 2012 deadly strike at
Lonmin, when police killed 34 Marikana
mineworkers on August 16, 2012.

The union claims the current salaries
offered by the mining industry perpetu-
ate apartheid-era inequalities. Weeks of
government-mediated talks aimed at
ending the strike fell apart early this
month. But the mining bosses said they
remained open and committed to “dia-
logue” with the unions.

A rival union, the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM), has waded into the
standoff. The NUM said that while it sup-
ports demands for pay increases “we
believe that it is irresponsible to take
workers on such a long strike where
there are no prospects of achieving the
demands.”

The platinum industry has been hit by
intermittent strikes over wages since
2011. South Africa holds around 80 per-
cent of the world’s known platinum
reserves. — AFP

South Africa platinum
strike causing

‘irreparable’ harm

WASHINGTON: President and CEO of US Steel Corporation Marion Longhi (left) testi-
fies before the Congressional Steel Caucus on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, yester-
day on the state of US steel trade, energy, and currency policies with President of the
United Steelworkers Union Leo Wilfred Gerard (centre)  and Chairman, President and
CEO of Nucor Corporation John Ferriola. — AFP

Kingfisher to reward 
shareholders after

revamp pays off
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KUWAIT: Mohamed Nasir Al-Sayer & Sons Co Est
WLL, exclusive dealer of Toyota and Lexus in
Kuwait, launched special offer for March “Don’t
Miss it”, until 12 April 2014, giving customers the
chance to choose what suits them most from
Toyota new “Camry and Aurion” models for
unprecedented price, as well as a lot of special
benefits associated with the purchase of the two
cars, in addition to “scratch and win” coupons on
many prizes for a total of more than $ 100000.

Mohamed Nasir Al-Sayer & Sons Co Es. WLL
said in a statement: “This offer is valid available
at all “Toyota Al-Sayer” showrooms and all cus-
tomers can benefit from the unique package of

benefits when buying Toyota “Camry/Aurion”
new models. The benefits ranging from free
maintenance for one year or 20000 km whichev-
er comes first, and 5 years warranty unlimited
mileage for customer peace of mind to enjoy an
exceptional driving experience. It added: “The
benefits include free insurance against third par-
ties and free traffic registration”.

Al-Sayer continued: “This offer includes a
wide range of Toyota “Camry and Aurion” new
models which meet the needs of all age groups
and categories offering distinctive designs, ulti-
mate luxury and high technology. In addition to
safety, power, durability and reliability features

as one of the leading brands in the automotive
field.”

It also pointed that it worked hard this year to
meet the needs of its customers through the
launch of this extraordinary offer to encourage
them to buy this car which will ensure their
comfort and safety and the highest resale value.

“Toyota Al-Sayer” emphasized on providing
highest standards of quality, durability and relia-
bility through its “Camry and Aurion” with its dif-
ferent models and provide everything that can
help meet customer needs and earn  their admi-
ration and interest as an integral part of its
strategic plan .

Toyota Aurion & Camry:
Don’t miss the offer! 

DUBAI: The all-new Maserati Ghibli put its competi-
tion in the shadows to win the coveted title ‘Car of the
Year’ awarded by Wheels Magazine. In addition to ‘Car
of the Year’, the Maserati Ghibli S also bagged the
‘Best Sports Saloon’ award during the gala event. The
Maserati Ghibli was chosen as ‘Car of the Year’ by
Wheel’s expert panel of automotive journalists from
12 category winners of the 2014 Wheels CotY awards. 

Launched to the Middle East at the Dubai
International Motor Show, both the Maserati Ghibli
and Ghibli S features a new-generation twin turbo-

charged 3.0-litre V6 engine and an 8-speed ZF auto-
matic transmission. The Maserati Ghibli marks the
Italian brand’s entry into the E-segment, combining
breath-taking design with exceptional handling quali-
ties and outstanding performance. 

On receiving the award, Umberto Cini, Managing
Director, Maserati General Overseas Market (GOM)
said: “The Maserati Ghibli provides a cornerstone
alongside our flagship, the Quattroporte, in Maserati’s
plan to build 50,000 cars a year by 2015. It is therefore
with great honor that we accepted the ‘Car of the Year’

title awarded to us by such a respected publication as
Wheels magazine. The award is a testament to the
belief we have in the Ghibli offering aspirational driv-
ers everywhere the absolute opposite of ordinary.”

Wheels magazine is a weekly motoring magazine
packed with the latest local and global motoring
news, reviews and views. It boasts the highest circula-
tion and readership of any automotive magazine in
the United Arab Emirates.

On awarding the Maserati Ghibli, Wheels Car of the
Year, Amit Benjamin, editor of Wheels magazine and
head of the judging panel commented, “Remarkably
engineered, powered by a gloriously resonant V6 and
blessed with sports car-like dynamics, the beautiful
Maserati Ghibli brings a touch of exoticism that has
hitherto been alien to this segment. The fact that all
these attributes have been squeezed into a package
that’s priced in the same range as its relatively less
glamorous rivals makes the Ghibli a true game chang-
er. What Maserati has achieved here will have wider
implications for the industry, as shaken rivals in this
segment will now have no choice but to up their
game a few notches.”

With its power output of 410 hp the Ghibli S races
to 100 km/h in 5.0 seconds and reaches a top speed
of 285 km/h. The Ghibli delivers 330 hp, a top speed
of 263 km/h and acceleration of 0 to 100 km/h in 5.6
seconds. While the Ghibli features all classic Maserati
design traits, its exterior emphasizes its determined
personality. The outline of the body reflects a coupÈ-
like philosophy for the four-door sedan, while there
are noticeable feline hints around the Ghibli’s grille
and headlights.

It also sets itself apart with a unique, cockpit-
inspired dashboard design that perfectly matches its
sporty and youthful character without compromising
on the highest level of refinement and sophistication.
Key elements such as the 8.4” Maserati Touch Control
and the fine Poltrona Frau leather finish underline the
cabin’s timeless sporting character. Optional features
include the 15-speaker Bowers & Wilkins high end
audio system, WLAN based WiFi and a wide range of
customization options that cater for the most
demanding individuals. 

Maserati Ghibli named 
Wheels ‘Car of the Year’

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-grow-
ing and most developed telecom
operator, announced the latest KD 55
devices offer, presenting customers
with a free iPhone and iPad Mini or
iPad Air depending on the customer’s
choice that best suits their needs. 

VIVA’s KD 55 postpaid plan is the
best plan in Kuwait offering customers
unlimited call minutes, SMS and inter-
net as well as presenting customers
with the latest iPhone and iPad devices
in the market for free. Upon subscrib-
ing to the KD 55 plan with a commit-
ment, postpaid customers will receive
an iPhone and free or discounted
tablet.

VIVA continuously presents its cus-
tomers with the exciting packages that
offer excellence in quality of service
with added value.  As a market leader,
VIVA is committed to providing differ-
entiated services that grant its cus-
tomers a unique experience and
exceeding their expectations. 

To find out more about VIVA’s new
KD 55 package, visit one of the 53 VIVA

branches, or the VIVA website at
www.viva.com.kw, or call VIVA’s 24
hour call center on 102.  

VIVA is the fastest-growing telecom
operator in Kuwait. Launched in
December 2008, VIVA makes things
Possible for its customers by trans-
forming communication, information
and entertainment experiences. The
company has rapidly established an
unrivalled position in the market
through its customer centric approach.
VIVA’s quest is to be the mobile brand
of choice in Kuwait by being transpar-
ent, engaging, energetic and fulfilling.
VIVA continues to take a considerable
share of the market by offering an
innovative range of best value prod-
ucts, services and content proposi-
tions; a state of the art, nationwide
network and world-class service. VIVA
offers internet speeds of more than
100 Mbps, due to the implementation
of the most advanced fourth genera-
tion (4G LTE) network in Kuwait result-
ing in superior coverage, performance
and reliability. 

KUWAIT: Diamonds are a symbol of eternity known for
its beauty & luster since they were first discovered. It’s the
perfect adornment and gift to your loved ones. It is wide-
ly believed that the diamond is a universal symbol of
love. The diamond remains the most powerful universal
expression of true and everlasting love and an essential
part of the marriage ritual across the globe.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one of the world’s largest
jewellery retailer is all set to celebrate the second edition
of “Diamond Celebrations” which runs from March 26 to
April 20. To mark the celebrations, Malabar Gold and
Diamonds is showcasing a vast variety of diamonds jew-
ellery & solitaires at challenging prices seen never before
in the market. The jeweller offers IGI Certified Diamonds
offered at best prices along with free lifetime mainte-
nance. The jeweller also ensures the cash buy back guar-
antee for the diamonds sold. To add more glitter, the jew-
eller offers a “Scratch N Win” coupon for every diamond
jewellery purchase which will give the opportunity for
the buyer to win guaranteed cash refund & also a chance
to win up to 100 percent of the purchase. 

“This year we are showcasing a unique collection of
diamond jewellery and a vast array of solitaires offering
the best price in the market. It is a great opportunity to
gift yourself or that special person, the priceless gift of

diamonds and solitaires. We have a price challenge on an
incredible collection of solitaires across all our stores and
we are certain that our prices will be the best in the mar-
ket” Shamlal Ahamed MP, Managing Director of Malabar
Gold and Diamonds, said. These incredible offers are
valid at their UAE, Qatar, KSA, Bahrain & Kuwait outlets.

Malabar Gold and Diamonds also showcases an
incredible collection of rarest designs in gold and dia-
mond jewellery from Italy, Turkey, Bahrain and India
to suit the tastes and budget of its different cus-
tomers. Customers can also choose from their brand-
ed jewellery segment that includes Era - Uncut
Diamond Jewellery, Ethnix - Handcrafted Designer
Jewellery, Mine - Diamonds unlimited, Precia-
Precious Gem Jewellery and Divine - Indian Heritage
Jewellery. 

Established in 1993, Malabar Gold and Diamonds
have the wealth of experience in serving the discern-
ing customers for over two decades. It is the consis-
tent efforts by their management to deliver more
than what they promise that led to their success.
Commitment to customer satisfaction, unique
designs and value for money are some of the factors
that set them aside from their competitors. 

Recognizing their potential in the Middle East,
they have embarked on expanding their footprints
across the region. The group is represented in the Far
East with 1 outlet in Singapore and is looking for
expanding into Hong Kong, Malaysia and Indonesia.
The company is also planning to spread their wings to
European markets starting with UK and USA.

KUWAIT: 2014 opened with quite a bit of optimism about
the world economy, in particular for the Advanced
Economies and China, in other words the world’s largest
economies.  Investors were aware of the negative, albeit
not-dramatic, risks to growth in each economy but little did
the markets expect those risks to come to the fore early and
close together. The US suffered a bout of cold weather that
hurt the employment and other numbers and left people
guessing if it was all “weather-related”. China’s activity
slowed in relation to the lunar New Year but questions were
raised about the underlying growth pace, as well as about
defaults in the shadow banking system. Abenomics in
Japan started to show some potential cracks, as Japanese
credit slowed. Only the euro-zone/EU posted better than
expected activity but weak price data kept deflation fears
alive.

The broad market consensus, prior to the developments
above, was thus for stocks to keep roaring forward, for long
US rates to rise and for the US dollar to punch the euro.  All
these notions had to be postponed. In Q1, stocks seem in a
holding pattern. Long US rates declined from over 3 per-
cent to 2.75 percent, while the euro is still taunting the US

dollar and made 2-year highs in February versus the US cur-
rency. Obviously, expectations had to be reconsidered or
just postponed.

US real GDP posted 1.9 percent growth in 2013 and Q4
growth was recently revised lower showing little momen-
tum in consumption. The latter is not surprising giving the
still soft employment conditions. Notwithstanding weath-
er-related weakness in non-farm payrolls since December,
the latest 3-month average gain is an unimpressive 129K,
and the numbers have yet to recover In March from
December’s cold spell. Retail sales for January-February of
2014, point to Q1 growth close to 1.5 percent, and the lat-
est CPI number show y/y inflation at 1.1 percent, way below
the Fed’s target of 2 percent.

Thus US data is pointing to a steady taper ($10bn per
meeting) by the Fed, and to no change in short-term rates
until 2015. The FOMC which had its first meeting under
Chair Janet Yellen in March decided as much: cutting anoth-
er $10bn from its monthly asset purchases to $55bn, and
leaving in place language supporting (promising?) low
untouched policy rates into 2015 (ie Fed funds target at 25
bps).

EU GDP showed 0.3 percent growth in 4Q2013 or 1.2
percent annualized which is close to general expectations
for 2014 and did firm up a bit earlier than expected.  The
inflation data though continues to trail with y/y rates under
1 percent for 5 months now. The ECB, however, is claiming
that there are no deflation worries, and that inflation will
steady and then pick up gradually from current levels.  Its
steady monetary policy, along with softer US data (ie
potentially less or later adjustments by the Fed) is keeping
the euro firm against the USD, notwithstanding short term
fluctuations and jitters.

In Asia and emerging markets, Japan remains on track
but recent credit growth deceleration is raising sustainabili-
ty questions. A special factor, the upcoming sales tax rise in
April (from 5 percent to 8 percent) will ensure a March pre-
tax sales bump that will help 1Q2014 GDP growth but hurt
Q2. China’s lunar New Year, when business slows dramati-
cally, blurred some lines but most observers still anticipate
growth near 7.5 percent, though signs are for a risk of
somewhat lower growth. The latter is even acknowledged
by high government officials who recently stated that 7.2
percent or 7.3 percent would still be acceptable. The novel

and new issue in China is the first ever credit default (by a
solar energy company) on about $15 million in interest pay-
ments (in local Renminbi). The government, again,
acknowledged the possibility of further such defaults
though analysts expect those to be relatively small, con-
tained, and their consequences to be addressed by the
authorities if needed. Beijing is trying to clean up excesses
in the shadow banking system. The tricky part will be to do
just that while keeping Chinese growth steady and confi-
dence intact.

Weaker Chinese growth, say sub-7 percent would cer-
tainly impact Asian emerging markets, and of course the
Crimean/Ukrainian situation, which appears contained for
now, could further reduce growth forecasts in both Europe
and possibly Asia should sanctions escalate (from both
sides).

The GCC countries continue to be relatively insulated
from some of the developments mentioned above, and
world growth forecasts have not changed much to justify a
major change for oil prices. Oil prices are firm just above
$100 pb. Most GCC countries are expected to grow 4-5 per-
cent for non-oil real GDP (closer to 10 percent for Qatar). 

Global economy off to a stormy start in 2014
NBK INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC REPORT

Malabar Gold & Diamonds launches 
2nd edition of diamond celebrations 

VIVA launches tablets,
smartphones packages 
Customers to get free iPhone and iPad 

(Left to right):  Saad Chehab, Global Chief Marketing Officer, Maserati  & Umberto Cini, MD Maserati,
Global Overseas Markets.

Batelco plans further 
buy-back of bonds

LONDON: State-run Bahrain Telecommunications (Batelco) plans to buy
back a third of outstanding bonds due in 2020, using excess liquidity from
a scrapped acquisition to lower its debt servicing costs. The company has
offered to buy back up to $200 million in principal amount of its 4.25 per-
cent, $604.4 million guaranteed notes maturing in 2020, with the price
being determined through a modified Dutch auction process.

The notes rallied by nearly 2 points after the tender was announced
on Monday, with the minimum purchase price set at $970 per $1,000 of
principal tendered. The bonds were trading at a bid price of 98.013 as of
1020 GMT yesterday, according to Tradeweb, up from 96.25 just before the
announcement on Monday.

Richard Segal, a fixed-income analyst at Jefferies, said the deal will be
mutually beneficial for the company and bondholders. “Investors will gain
to the extent they will have liquidity from the company at a certain price,
whereas Batelco could benefit, albeit slightly, from the opportunity of
buying back the debt at a little below par,” Segal wrote in a note to clients.
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WASHINGTON: The dark world of cybercrime has
evolved from one of rogue individuals to a func-
tioning market-based economy with its ups and
downs, code of conduct and “innovation.”

A study by Rand Corp. and commissioned by
the security firm Juniper Networks found a well-
organized, multibillion-dollar underground econo-
my that has become “a playground of financially
driven, highly organized and sophisticated groups.”

The evolution of cybercrime creates new chal-
lenges for security professionals trying to protect
computer networks, says Nawaf Bitar, Juniper’s
general manager for security.

“We have long suspected that cybercriminals
were sophisticated and that they had an organiza-
tional structure, but no one had studied this,” Bitar
told AFP.

“The success of this market is driven by acceler-
ated economics, and the way to address this is
through economics.” The report says the black mar-
kets “are growing in size and complexity” and that

this activity “mirrors the normal evolution of a free
market, with both innovation and growth.”

Juniper ’s security vice president Michael
Callahan said this cyber underground has all the
characteristics of an economy, including its own
currencies-chiefly cryptographic payment forms
such as Bitcoin.

Callahan said the underground economy is
characterized by specialization and “resilience,” so
that if one market participant leaves, another steps
up.

“We saw this when (the black market bazaar)
Silk Road went down, and within a day other par-
ticipants started filling that gap,” Callahan said. “It’s
one of those signs this is a mature economy.”

‘Honor among thieves’ 
The report notes that, just as in some organized

crime groups, there is a code of conduct that helps
reassure customers.

“You have honor among thieves,” Callahan said.

“They work to a level of conduct. They know it is in
all of their best interests to follow the rules. Like in
other markets, these people know that your repu-
tation is key.”

The report suggests that about 30 percent of
the sellers of financial data are “rippers,” who fail to
deliver promised goods or services.

These abuses generally occur in the “lower” lev-
els of the black market that are easiest to access.
But these rippers “tend to get reported and then
often quickly removed,” the report said.

The study found these markets span the globe
from China to Eastern Europe to Latin America,
with many US-based players and “more cross-polli-
nation between these cybercriminals than ever
before.”

The cybercrime world features “storefronts” like
other forms of e-commerce, with hacker tools and
services bought and sold.

The tools available include those used in the
attack on US retail giant Target, where upwards of

110 million customers may have had their personal
data stolen.

For those who lack technical savvy, new services
are offered. Rand found one can obtain a
Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attack-in
which hackers overwhelm a server to interrupt
access-for as low as $50 for a 24-hour attack.

‘Active resistance’ 
Bitar said the cybersecurity community needs to

shift its focus because of the new threat, because
the traditional methods of using firewalls and other
defensive measures are not enough.

“We need to use active resistance rather than
passive resistance,” he said. 

This could involve setting traps, using encryp-
tion and delivering bogus information that disrupts
efforts by hackers and attacks. But he said he
strongly opposes the idea of “hacking back” at the
attackers. “I believe that is wrong. You can harm
innocent bystanders,” he said. -— AFP

Cybercrime part of sophisticated online economy

PARIS: France’s leading consumer rights group said
yesterday it had filed suit against Twitter, Facebook and
Google accusing the Internet giants of breaching priva-
cy laws.

UFC-Que Choisir said it had filed suit in the Paris high
court for “abusive” and “illegal” practices in the condi-
tions of use on the Twitter, Facebook and Google+
social networks.

The group, which advises consumers about services,
products and their rights, warned the companies last
summer that it would file suit if they did not address
concerns over terms of use and data-collection prac-
tices.

“After several months of talks and despite our warn-
ings, they are stubbornly maintaining clauses that the
association considers abusive or illegal,” UFC-Que
Choisir said in a statement.

The name Que Choisir means “how to choose”. The
organisation said the terms of use for the sites were
“inaccessible, unreadable and full of hypertext links”
with some links available only in English.

“Worse, the networks persist in authorising the wide-
spread collection, modification, preservation and use of
the data of users and even of those around them,” it
said.

“Faced with such abuses,” the group is asking French
judges to “order the suppression or modification of the
myriad of contentious clauses imposed by these com-
panies.”

European nations including France have increasingly
cracked down on the controversial privacy policies of
global Internet giants. In January, France’s data protec-
tion watchdog imposed a 150,000-euro ($207,000) fine-
the maximum possible-on Google for failing to comply
with privacy guidelines. — AFP

French group files privacy 
suit against social networks

‘Abusive’ and ‘illegal’ practices 

PARIS: A combination made yesterday shows pictures of the logos of the companies,
Facebook taken on May 10, 2012 and Google taken on September 2, 2011. France’s
leading consumer rights group said yesterday it had filed suit against Twitter,
Facebook and Google accusing the Internet giants of breaching privacy laws. — AFP

By Takashi Yoshida

Social media networks have taken
root in the Middle East, and their
rapid growth is a reflection of the

changing trends in how people share
information, including photos. In fact, the
increasingly visual nature of social media
has given rise to a global phenomenon
called “social photography”- the intersec-
tion of technology, photography and
social networking. Essentially, see it,
shoot it, share it!

Along with social media, the DSLR
industry has witnessed unprecedented
growth in the recent past, growing a
staggering five-fold since 20091. One of
the key drivers of this growth is the
increasing popularity of DSLRs among
today’s youth, who appreciate its superi-
or-quality photos. With larger image sen-
sors that allow for larger pixel sizes, and a
wider range of light sensitivity options,
DSLRs have the unique ability capture
high-quality photos with much less grain
than point-and-shoot digital cameras. 

Remarkably, all of this is being
achieved while the cameras are simulta-
neously becoming more and more com-
pact in size, but still remaining affordable.
As 18-25 year olds increasingly look to
bypass point-and-shoot cameras in favor
of professional cameras, the DSLRs’ favor-
able price point allows them to do so
without leaving a dent in their wallets. 

However Nikon has come to under-
stand that perhaps the most important
factor attracting today’s youth involves
the cameras’ ability to not just click pic-
tures, but to allow photographers to easi-
ly share them too. 

Photo-sharing
Photo-sharing research around the

world has highlighted the popularity of
the phenomenon among the youth. A
study by the Pew Internet and American
Life Project last year found that 69 per-
cent of 18-29 year-olds post original pho-
tos and videos online, with photos mak-
ing up more than 60 percent of the posts
compared to video. Social photography is
being picked up particularly well by a

growing number of teenagers who now
cite behemoth Instagram as the most
important social networking website. On
a global level, over 40 million photos are
uploaded to this platform each day.. If a
picture is worth a thousand words, one
can only imagine how many stories are
being told every day. This, coupled with
the high youth population in the Middle
East, indicates a huge potential for social
photography in this region.

So what does the future hold for glob-
al camera producers? In order for these
companies to keep thriving in this envi-
ronment, they need to continue to devel-
op innovative products that cater to
these changing consumer needs. This
includes providing ways in which pho-
tographers can easily transition between
offline to online realms. For example,
Nikon’s latest entry-level DSLR - the
D5300 - has built-in Wi-Fi and GPS, which
enable photographers to share pictures
directly. Nikon has also developed a wire-
less adapter for its other DSLR cameras
such as the D3200, D5200, D7100 and
D610. This adapter, small enough to fit
into a USB port, can be paired with the
Nikon WMU free mobile app available for
Android and iOS, allowing users to use
their phones to take pictures with their
DSLRs and then immediately share them
online with friends and family. 

Selfies
By syncing cameras with the now-

ubiquitous smartphones youth can now
share their photos easily on social media,
while also exploring a wide variety of cre-
ative photography options, from different
angles to taking ‘selfies’ using a tripod.

This part of the world  may be moving
at a slightly slower pace, but it is evident
that as social media continues to find its
place in the Middle East, and photo-cen-
tered social networks begins to gain pop-
ularity here, it is just a matter of time
before social photography comes into its
own. The time is now for imaging compa-
nies to find creative ways to keep the
click alive!

— Takashi Yoshida is the Managing
Director for Nikon Middle East.

The rise of social 
photography in ME

Takashi Yoshida

SAN FRANCISCO: Google on Monday said it is joining
forces with the frame giant behind Ray-Ban and other
brands to create and sell Glass Internet-linked eyewear in
the US.

The California-based technology titan billed the part-
nership with Luxottica as its “biggest step yet into the
emerging smart eyewear market.”

Luxottica brands include Oakley, Alain Mikli, Ray-Ban,
and Vogue-Eyewear.  The announcement in a Google blog
post came as the web titan sought to burnish the Glass
image ahead of its expected debut in the US market this
year.  Google last week sent out a release to debunk Glass
myths including that it invades privacy, distracts wearers,
and is for “technology-worshipping geeks.”

“If someone wants to secretly record you, there are
much, much better cameras out there than one you wear
conspicuously on your face and that lights up every time
you give a voice command, or press a button,” Google
said.

“If a company sought to design a secret spy device,
they could do a better job than Glass.” Google in February
gave early adopters of its Internet-connected eyewear a
bit of advice: don’t be “Glassholes.”

It was the final suggestion in a recommended code of
conduct posted online for software developers and others
taking part in an Explorer program providing early access
to Google Glass.

The Internet titan appeared intent on  avoiding the
kinds of caustic run-ins that have seen some Glass wearers
tossed from eateries, pubs or other establishments due to
concerns over camera capabilities built into devices.

Don’t be “creepy or rude (aka, a “Glasshole”),” Google
said in a guide posted online for Explorer program mem-
bers. “Respect others and if they have questions about
Glass don’t get snappy.”

Google suggest Glass wearers be polite and offer
demonstrations to possibly win over the wary. Glass fans
were advised it is proper to follow the same rules set
down for smartphone use in businesses.

“If you’re asked to turn your phone off, turn Glass off as
well,” Google said. “Breaking the rules or being rude will
not get businesses excited about Glass and will ruin it for
other Explorers.”

Google early this year unveiled a partnership with US
vision insurer VSP to make prescription Glass and to reim-
burse some of the costs under health benefits. That does
not include the $1,500 price for Glass, which is in a test
phase with a small number of “explorers.”

Glass connects to the Internet using Wi-Fi hot spots or,
more typically, by being wirelessly tethered to mobile
phones. Pictures or video are may be shared through the
Google Plus social network.

During the testing phase, developers are creating apps
for the eyewear, which can range from getting weather
reports to sharing videos to playing games. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Text messaging may be dying out
as a means of communication in many parts of the
advanced world, but it may yet prove to be a vital life-
saver in flood-prone African villages.

An early-warning system that aims to capitalise on
the explosive growth of mobile phone penetration in
Africa could soon be in place to broadcast alerts to all
users at risk from natural disasters such as flooding or
hurricanes.

Millions of people in Africa have only limited access
to television, radio or Internet but mobile phone own-
ership has grown exponentially, even in poor remote
villages at risk from floods.

Now Spain’s Nvia, a mobile phone company, has
developed the Gooard project, a technology based on
geo-targeted alerts that sends text messages to a spe-
cific geographical area.

A network of satellites and weather stations will
detect the threat and send a text to villagers within 15
minutes, hopefully allowing time for evacuation. “The
technology is able to identify all the active cellphones
in a certain area, such as a shopping mall, a village, or
a park, and send messages straight to the terminal
without any previous subscription,” Alberto Perez,

Nvia’s Africa manager, told AFP.
“With the same system, we can also send vital infor-

mation to people about natural disasters that can save
their lives and minimise damages”.

The technology is already in use in other parts of
the world for promotional purposes-bombarding con-
sumers in a specific shopping mall with a special offer
for example.

Everyone has a mobile
And even in remote Africa, mobile phone communi-

cations can reach the parts other systems can’t reach.
The International Communications Union (ITU) esti-
mates that mobile phone penetration has risen to
around 63 percent on the continent-and much higher
in South Africa.

“In Africa, especially in poor settlements, the popu-
lation has limited access to Internet, radio or televi-
sion, but everybody has a mobile phone.  That’s why
the platform can be so useful in the continent,” said
Perez.

After years of research, the scheme is already fully
operational in Europe and is expected to be rolled out
in Kenya by the end of the year.

It is expected to work in partnership with local
mobile networks such as Airtel, Vodafone, Orange,
MTN and Cell-C.

Speaking to AFP from his Johannesburg office,
Perez pledged that the service would be free for the
population but declined to comment on how much it
could cost for governments or how it would be spon-
sored. “It is an expensive service, but governments
know that it can be vital for its population, and it can
also save a lot of money in emergency relief,” he said.

The South Africa’s environmental affairs depart-
ment and the national secret services agency have
shown interest in the project, and Nvia is preparing to
formally showcase it to government, added Perez.

Heavy rains killed 32 people in South Africa in the
first two weeks of March, in record downpours that
weather experts say were the worst in more than a
decade.  Natural disasters in Africa accounted for just
less than a third of worldwide victims, with around 38
million people affected in 2012, according to the
Catholic University of Louvain’s last Annual Disaster
Statistical Review. Natural disasters in Africa caused
some $803 million in damage, the Belgian university
estimated.  — AFP

Text messages aim to save lives in flood-prone Africa

Google partners with frame 
maker for Internet eyewear

NEW YORK: A detail from the online game “Candy Crush Saga” is shown on a computer
screen, Monday in New York. King Digital, the company behind the popular, addictive
mobile is expected to begin trading on the New York Stock Exchange today. — AP
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BRUSSELS: From collapsing pushchairs to chemi-
cal-polluted shoes-an ever-rising number of toxic
toys and skin-irritating textiles are being removed
from supermarket shelves by Europe’s consumer
safety squad. Products from China top the list of
suspect items. Thanks to better policing, Europe’s
Rapid Information System (RAPEX) issued 2,364
notifications of unsafe non-food products in 2013.

That was a 3.8-percent increase on the level the
previous year, the European Union’s Consumer
Affairs Commissioner Neven Mimica said on
Tuesday. Shoes for example may be tainted with

allergenic Chromium VI. The steady increase in
unsafe products detected since RAPEX was set up a
decade ago-there were 200 notifications in 2003 —
marked progress, the commissioner said on releas-
ing the annual RAPEX report. “It’s a recognition of
better control, of better surveillance. We’re seeing
an increased efficiency in early detection.” Mimica
said that clothing and toys were the items most fre-
quently seized under the RAPEX system, which
includes the 28 European Union states and Norway,
Iceland and Liechtenstein.

Toys and textiles each made up 25 percent of

the goods, followed by electrical appliances, includ-
ing mobile phones, at nine percent, motor vehicles
at seven percent and cosmetics at four percent.

Overall, 64 percent of items detected originated
from China including Hong Kong, in part because
of China’s massive market penetration in Europe. 

To help Chinese producers better understand
their obligations under EU standards, the bloc is
working bilaterally with China. Dangerous products
of European origin accounted for 15 percent of the
EU’s notifications, including two percent from
Germany, two percent from Italy and one percent

from Bulgaria. The portion of dangerous goods made
in the EU has fallen sharply compared to 2004, when
it stood at 27 percent. EU member countries work
together to improve safety and have completed
improvements on child-care articles, fireworks, lawn-
mowers and battery chargers. They are currently
looking at high-chairs, cords and drawstrings in
clothes, as well as kick-scooters and smoke detectors.

Last year the largest number of notifications
were in Hungary, with 12 percent, Germany and
Spain with 11 percent each, Bulgaria with 8 percent
and Britain with 6 percent. — AFP

Europe’s safety police find more toxic toys and textiles

WASHINGTON: Margot Riphagen of New Orleans, La., wears a birth control pills cos-
tume as she protests in front of the Supreme Court in Washington, yesterday, as the
court heard oral arguments in the challenges of President Barack Obama’s health care
law requirement that businesses provide their female employees with health insurance
that includes access to contraceptives. Supreme Court justices are weighing whether
corporations have religious rights that exempt them from part of the new health care
law that requires coverage of birth control for employees at no extra charge. — AP

WEST HOLLYWOOD: Before the car-wreck vic-
tim reached the emergency room, doctors, resi-
dents and nurses at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
knew what to expect by glancing at their smart-
phones.

The details came in the staccato of text mes-
sages: A 35-year-old man had driven head-on
into a bus. He suffered major chest injuries. His
vital signs were crashing.

This was not just another day in the hospital.
It was a laboratory billed as the “O.R. of the
future,” an ongoing experiment aimed at break-
ing down barriers that bog down care through
open communication, better use of technology
and teamwork.

In reality, trauma care is rarely this organized.
But those who are prized for individual skills are
increasingly learning that when it comes to
treating trauma patients from accidents, natural
disasters or terrorist bombings, communication
and coordination can determine whether some-
one lives or dies.

At an office building less than a mile (1.6 kilo-
meters) from the main Cedars-Sinai campus,
doctors are experiment objects in simulations
designed to test such skills. There’s a “mission
control” room filled with video screens where
trainers keep track of the action. The walls are
see-through. Open workspaces are favored over
cubicles.

At the heart of the lab is a room that could be
outfitted as the ER, operating room or intensive
care unit - depending on the practice of the day.
Medical simulation labs have evolved over the
years, from simple lifelike models of body parts
that doctors train on to full-blown replications of
hospital rooms where trainees can practice dif-
ferent situations. The Cedars-Sinai space strives
to speed up trauma care by eliminating work-
flow disruptions and honing communication
skills.

“Health care today is delivered more by
teams rather than by individuals. We have to
educate folks in teamwork skills,” said William
McGaghie, who heads a professional training
institute at Loyola University Chicago Health
Sciences Division.

Registered nurse Anna Doyle is used to work-
ing with doctors who parachute into the latest
crisis, whether it’s tending to the victim of a gun-
shot wound or rollover accident. It’s often a
chaotic scene, and not everyone takes the time
to get to know one another.

Rehearsal
During a recent rehearsal, a resident piped up

and asked for everyone’s names. For a second, it
felt like the first day of school as introductions
were made. Doyle said she found the introduc-
tions calming - even if it was just practice.

“We had a personal moment ... that never
happens,” said Doyle, acknowledging that there’s
always a line of walking wounded in an emer-
gency.

Armed with a $4 million grant from the
Defense Department, doctors and nurses at
Cedars-Sinai have been testing ways to improve
trauma care by running simulations at the newly
opened lab that has the feel of a tech startup.

“This is a place for experimentation,” surgeon-
in-chief Dr. Bruce Gewertz said. Before the lab
opened, Gewertz and his colleagues followed
real trauma patients from the  moment they
were unloaded from the ambulance to their
transfer to the ICU. Along the way, the team doc-
umented obstacles that slowed down care: Too
many people spoke at the same time, prompt-
ing a nurse to ask a resident to speak up. A
patient went for a CT scan only to find another
patient already in the scanner. A resident’s cell-
phone rang while scrubbing in.

Most of the time, researchers found, delays in
care were caused by a lack of communication
and logistical hurdles.

The goal is to get everyone on the same page
during the “golden hour,” a concept borrowed
from military medicine when time is of the
essence.

The team recently partnered with a consult-
ing firm to develop an in-house iPhone app that
displays a patient’s vitals and blasts out the
information to the trauma team as members are
assembling. There’s also a text-messaging fea-
ture that allows doctors and nurses swarming in
from various parts of the hospital to communi-
cate with one another before the patient arrives.

It’s too early to determine how much it would
cost if the app was part of routine care, but
Gewertz said it’ll be relatively inexpensive,
involving the cost of the phones and a monthly
license fee for protected data storage.

On a recent weekday, the team’s cellphones
buzzed with the condition of the first “patient” of
the day, the bus-crash victim. Typically, doctors
don’t know vitals until a nurse scrawls them on a
whiteboard.

Apps can be helpful, allowing medical teams
to “know the information en route so they’re not
coming in cold,” said Pam Jeffries, president of

the Society for Simulation in Healthcare and a
professor at the Johns Hopkins University
School of Nursing. Jeffries is not involved in the
Cedars-Sinai effort.

The patient - a high-tech dummy - was
wheeled in, moaning and complaining. Doctors
and nurses sprang into action, ripping off the
dummy’s clothes and placing a breathing tube
before transferring him.

Despite the quick response, there were hic-
cups, mainly because of a lack of experience.
Residents had trouble inserting the tube, and it
took several tries to get it right. For the second
scenario, the team was not given advance infor-
mation about the patient and kept going in cir-
cles asking for any details. A doctor said he

heard it was a case of a pedestrian hit by a car.
“Do we know if it’s male or female?” another

asked. “I don’t know much more than auto ver-
sus” pedestrian, the doctor said. The chief resi-
dent said there’s worry about internal injuries
and to make sure blood supply and other essen-
tials were ready.

As if that weren’t enough, they also had to
deal with a fire - simulated smoke from dry ice
was pumped into the room. One called out for
the fire alarm to be shut off while the rest pre-
pared to move the patient to a gurney.

In the chaos, doctors didn’t realize the wheel
on the gurney was locked and wasted time fid-
dling. Despite the hiccups, the patients survived
in both cases. — AP

California doctors work 
to speed up trauma care
‘Health care today is delivered more by teams’

LOS ANGELES: In this Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014 photo, Dept. surgeon Johnny Thomas, left, and
Ken Catechpole, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Surgery, Faculty Member, dressed in LA
Firefighters outfits, carry a mannequin into the Surgical Simulation and Training Laboratory in
the Department of Surgery at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. —  AP

NEUVILLE-SUR-SAONE: Sanofi expects
final clinical results for its vaccine against
dengue by late September, the French drug-
maker’s project leader has told Reuters, and
has already gambled on starting production
despite some disappointing early trials data.

Sanofi has invested more than one billion
euros in the project and is hoping to
become the first drugmaker to sell such a
shot next year after two decades of research
on the world’s fastest-growing tropical dis-
ease, for which there is no preventative
treatment.

Sanofi Pasteur, the French drugmaker’s
vaccine unit, has made a big industrial bet: it
started producing the vaccine last July to
keep a lead over competitors and ensure it
is ready to ship doses, assuming it finally
gets approved by regulators. The invest-
ment highlights the time-consuming and
capital-intensive nature of the vaccines busi-
ness.

Sanofi is upbeat - but based on clinical
trial results so far, many analysts believe
approval is far from assured. All are waiting
for the upcoming data to determine
whether the vaccine will be a blockbuster.

“Today we are confident our vaccine can
have an impact on public health and we are
gearing up for its success,” Guillaume Leroy,
who heads the dengue vaccine project at
Sanofi Pasteur, said in an interview.

Leroy said the results of a final clinical tri-
al on 30,000 children in Latin America and
southeast Asia would start trickling in from
mid-year. He said as soon as his team could
draw reliable preliminary findings it would
unveil these.

By the end of the third quarter, Sanofi
will have full consolidated clinical results
that it hopes to present at a conference on
tropical diseases in November.

If the data is positive, Sanofi hopes to sell
the vaccine around late 2015 in at least one
country affected by the disease, most likely
one of the 10 that took part in the trials.

“It’s hard to predict which one could be
first, but one can easily imagine it’ll be one
of the bigger countries, such as Brazil,
Mexico, Malaysia, maybe the Philippines,”
Leroy said. Dengue fever - also known as
“breakbone fever” because of the severe
pain it can cause - is an infectious mosquito-
borne disease that thrives in tropical
regions. It infects 50 to 100 million people
each year, according to the World Health
Organization - and some experts put the
number at triple that level.

Most patients survive dengue but it kills
an estimated 20,000 people each year, many
of them children.

Potential blockbuster
For now, Sanofi’s project is still a huge

gamble. Sanofi started working on the vac-
cine 20 years ago and has invested over 1

billion euros ($1.38 billion) in research and
development, plus more than 300 million
euros into a dedicated production plant out-
side of Lyon in southeast France.

The sparkling white facility, which was
the first investment approved by Chief
Executive Chris Viehbacher when he took
the helm in 2008, will be able to produce up
to 100 million doses per year from late 2017,
Leroy said.

In this new unit, lab workers dressed
from head to toe in protective gear cultivate
living cells and bring them into contact with
the virus to make pouches of antigens for
each of dengue’s four serotypes to be mixed
together later on.

Coming up with a vaccine that can pro-
tect against the four strains of the disease
has puzzled scientists for over 70 years,
since the movement of troops during World
War II helped dengue spread across the
Pacific and become a worldwide pandemic.

“These serotypes vary from one country
to the next and from one season to the
next,” Leroy explained. “Predicting their inci-
dence is very difficult.”

Data released in late 2012 from a trial in
Thailand showed Sanofi’s vaccine failed to
protect against one the disease’s four
strains, which happened to be the most
prevalent in the country at the time.

Following those disappointing results
some analysts cut its chances to around 50
percent - but even if it is not perfect, med-
ical experts believe it is likely to be used to
some degree.

Analyst forecasts show the vaccine could
reap annual peak sales of 1 billion euros
within a few years of launch, significantly
boosting Sanofi’s vaccines business, which
generated sales of 3.7 billion euros in 2013.

“From a vaccines perspective this clearly
is exciting, because it’s an area of unmet
medical need, and Sanofi are potentially first
in class,” said Citi analyst Peter Verdult.

Rivals such as Takeda, Merck & Co,
GlaxoSmithKline and Novartis are also work-
ing on dengue vaccines, but these have not
reached Phase III trials. Verdult said success
for Sanofi would hinge on the strength of
the final data and on pricing, which he sees
likely between $10 and $50 a dose, though
he noted Sanofi has sponsored health eco-
nomic studies suggesting cost effectiveness
up to $100.

“Clearly if the data shows efficacy on only
three of the four strains, it’s going to be a lot
more difficult for them to charge the higher
end of that range,” he noted.

The vaccine, which is given in three shots
six months apart, is currently being tested in
10,000 children aged 2-14 in southeast Asia
and in 20,000 children aged 9-16 in Latin
America. So far, the trial shows the vaccine is
well tolerated, with no significant side
effects reported, Leroy said.  — Reuters

Sanofi faces make-or-break 
verdict on dengue vaccine bet

CONAKRY: Health officials in Guinea battled
to contain west Africa’s first outbreak of the
deadly Ebola virus as neighbouring Liberia
reported its first suspected victims and a trav-
eller returning to Canada was hospitalised
with suspicious symptoms.

At least 59 people are known to have died
in Guinea’s southern forests and there are six
suspected cases in Liberia which, if confirmed,
would mark the first spread of the highly con-
tagious pathogen into another country.

And there are fears the virus may have
crossed continents, with a man returning to
Canada from Liberia seriously ill in hospital
after experiencing symptoms consistent with
the virus, health officials said.

“As of this morning six cases have been
reported of which five have already died-four
female adults and one male child. One of the
suspected cases, a female child, is under treat-
ment,” Liberian Health Minister Walter
Gwenigale said in a statement.

“The team is already investigating the situ-
ation, tracing contacts, collecting blood sam-
ples and sensitising local health authorities on
the disease,” he added.

Gwenigale did not specify the victims’
nationalities, but Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) said they were Liberian residents who
had attended funerals in the Ebola-hit area of
Guinea, which has strong “family ties” with
northern Liberia.

“People come to attend funerals on one
side and unfortunately they unwittingly get
infected and then return home,” Brussels-
based MSF emergency coordinator Marie-
Christine Ferir told AFP.

The local health ministry in Canada’s
Saskatchewan province said a man had been
placed in solitary confinement, with his family
in quarantine, pending expected results on
Tuesday of tests. “All we know at this point is
that we have a person who is critically ill who
travelled from a country where these diseases
occur,” Denise Werker, joint director of health
in Saskatchewan, in western Canada, said.

To date, no treatment or vaccine is avail-
able for the Ebola pathogen, which kills
between 25 and 90 percent of those who fall
sick, depending on the strain of the virus,
according to the World Health Organization
(WHO).

Officials from the Guinean health ministry
and the WHO met Sunday in Conakry for
urgent talks on the crisis. “The total suspect

cases recorded to date amount to 86 cases
with 59 deaths,” the health ministry said in a
statement, indicating that most cases report-
ed since the start of the outbreak in early
February were in Guinea’s south.

The first analyses of samples by the Pasteur
Institute in the French city of Lyon showed
that cases in southern Guinea were due to the
Ebola virus. Three cases of haemorrhagic
fever, two fatal, have also been reported in
Conakry, but tests for Ebola proved negative.

Transmission to humans can come from
wild animals, or from direct contact from
another human’s blood, faeces or sweat, or by
sexual contact and the unprotected handling
of contaminated corpses.

‘Molecular shark’ 
The tropical virus-described in some health

publications as a “molecular shark”-can fell its
victims within days, causing severe fever and
muscle pain, weakness, vomiting and diar-
rhoea-in some cases shutting down organs
and causing unstoppable bleeding.

It was first discovered in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) in 1976. The central
African country has suffered eight outbreaks.
The most recent epidemic, also in the DRC,
infected 62 people and left 34 dead between
May and November 2012, according to the
country’s health ministry.

Although there have also been outbreaks
among humans in Uganda, the Republic of
Congo and Gabon, the disease had never
before been detected in people in west Africa.

The aid organisation Plan International
warned that the epidemic risked spreading to
neighbouring countries because of the free
movement of people across borders.

Sierra Leonean aid organisation the Health
For All Coalition warned of a high risk of trans-
mission in border areas. “People, goods and
animals-such as sheep, goats and cows used
in Sierra Leone-come from Guinea and it is
these districts that they are brought into.  And
in these areas, people hunt for birds, monkeys
and baboons for food.”

Adjoining Senegal, Sierra Leone and Ivory
Coast have reactivated their epidemiological
surveillance systems.

The head of Ivory Coast’s National Public
Hygiene Institute, Simplice Dagnan, said offi-
cials were worried the virus could “easily”
arrive there, warning: “Animals don’t recognise
borders.” — AFP

African health workers battle 
Ebola, suspected Canada case

PARIS: Lower back pain causes more dis-
ability around the world than any other
single condition, and accounts for a third
of work-related handicaps, a specialist
journal reported on Monday.

Nearly a tenth — 9.4 percent-of the
world’s population has lower back pain,
with the prevalence highest in Western
Europe, followed by North Africa and the
Middle East, and the lowest in the

Caribbean and Latin America, a study
found. The figure includes children.

Lower back pain also accounts for a
third of all work-related disability, accord-
ing to another investigation.

People aged between 35 and 65 are
most at risk, especially farmworkers,
which had a fourfold higher probability of
lower back pain compared with workers
in other sectors.—AFP

Back pain biggest global 
source of disability
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YOKOHAMA: International scientists gathered near
Tokyo yesterday for a week-long meeting centred on a
grim climate change report that warned of floods and
drought that could stoke conflicts and wreak havoc on
the global economy.

A draft of their document, seen by AFP, is part of a
massive overview by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), likely to shape policies and cli-
mate talks for years to come. Scientists and government
representatives are meeting in Yokohama, south of
Tokyo, to exchange ideas and release a full report at the
end of the conference on March 31.

“We have a lot clearer picture of impacts and their
consequences...  including the implications for security,”
said Chris Field of the United States’ Carnegie
Institution, who headed the probe.

The work comes six months after the first volume in
the long-awaited Fifth Assessment Report declared sci-
entists were more certain than ever that humans
caused global warming. Rising greenhouse-gas emis-
sions will “significantly” boost the risk of floods, with
Europe and Asia particularly exposed, the draft says.

Temperature increase was also leading to the decline
of renewable water resources, while the rising sea level
was seen to displace “hundreds of millions” of coastal
dwellers by 2100, according to the draft report.

Average yields of wheat, rice and corn were seen to
fall, while demand for crops will likely rise sharply due
to expanding population. Poverty, migration and
hunger are invisible drivers of turbulence and war, as
they sharpen competition for dwindling resources, the
report warns.

Worst climate 
By reducing carbon emissions “over the next few

decades”, the world can stave off many of the worst
climate consequences by century’s end, says the
report. The panel has issued four previous “assess-
ment reports” in its quarter-century history.

The Yokohama volume goes further than its prede-
cessors in forecasting regional impacts in greater
detail and emphasising the risk of conflict and rising
seas. At the opening of the meeting, IPCC chairman
Rajendra Kumar Pachauri said it would be of “enor-
mous value”. “This working group report will now
enhance our understanding of issues related to
impacts, vulnerability, and adaptation in the field of of
climate change.

“Of particular significance is detailed assessment of
regional aspects which will give us much clearer
understanding of impacts in the past, and those pro-
jected for the future in different regions,” he said.

The IPCC’s last big report in 2007 helped unleash
political momentum leading to the 2009 UN climate
summit in Copenhagen. But its reputation was dented
by several mistakes, seized upon by climate sceptics as
proof of bias.

Hosts Japan said the country’s innovations could
play an important role in mitigating the damaging
effects of climate change. Environment minister
Nobuteru Ishihara said Tokyo was eager to showcase its
energy-efficient technology and environmental
knowhow. “Japan is committed to exercising its leader-
ship in negotiations for a new international framework
for 2020 and beyond,” he said. — AFP

Scientists meet in Japan after grim climate forecast

JAKARTA: This file picture dated December 7, 2009 shows a commuter bus running on diesel fuel emits thick trail of pol-
lutants in Jakarta. Air pollution by sources ranging from cooking fires to auto fumes contributed to an estimated seven
million deaths worldwide in 2012, the UN health agency said yesterday. —  AFP 
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Announcements

ICS Hala Baisakhi 
celebration

Indian Cultural Society presents “Hala Baisakhi
Celebration” with film actors, actress and playback
singer. Pioneers in quality entertainment and hit

shows, Indian Cultural Society Kuwait presents “Hala
Baisakhi celebration” a show that will bring three
dimensional entertainments on Friday, March 28 at 4
pm at AIS auditorium. With support from Sardar
Swaran Singh Ji group, ICS brings a family comedy
show featuring Aanjan Srivastav, Himani Shivpuri,
Vibha Anand, Sachin and Piyush along with live con-
cert by charming playback singer Shibani Kashyap
accompanied by Kuwait’s own talent for Baisakhi
Gidda, Bhangra and Folk.

So join us on March 28, Cultural exhibition will take
off by 4 pm onwards followed by stage comedy play at
5 pm and live concert at 7:30 pm. For details email:
ics.kuwait@gmail.com

Greetings

Before you were born, I was just another ordinary
man. But after your birth, I was elevated to the

status of being an amazing uncle, all thanks to you.
Happy birthday Shayan Rehman. 

— Best wishes from uncle  Rihab Thondiyil 
& grandfather Ummer Thondiyil.

Sanskrit classes
Samskrita Bharati in association with the
Department of Sanskrit, Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan
Kuwait, conducts Spoken Sanskrit workshop in
Kuwait from  March 27, 2014 to April 5, 2014.
The classes will be held at three proposed venues
for you convenience:
0630PM - 0830PM -  Abbasiya 
0630PM - 0930PM -  Salmiya
0700PM - 0900PM -  Abu Halifa

No prior knowledge is required to attend the work-
shop. Interested public can contact Tel: 55456535,
97908671 or email to sktb.kuwait@gmail.com   

Indian Embassy 
holds open house 
on all Wednesdays

For the benefit of Indian Community, the Open
House for the Indian citizen by the Ambassador is
being held in the Embassy every Wednesday

between 1500 hrs and 1600 hrs.  In case Wednesday is
an Embassy holiday, the meeting is held on the next
working day.  

2. It may be mentioned that Embassy of India’s
Consular Wing is providing daily service of Open House
to Indian citizens on all workings days from 1000 hrs to
1100 hrs and from 1430 hrs to 1530 hrs by the Consular
Officer in the Meeting Room of the Consular Hall. For
any unsolved issue, S.K. Dudeja, Second Secretary
(Consular) could be contacted on Telephone No.
22533315, Fax No.22573910 (E-mail: sscons@indem-
bkwt.org). Furthermore, Balram Kumar Upadhyay,
Counsellor (Consular and Chief Welfare Officer) for
Indian Community is also available to redress griev-
ances at Telephone No. 22533125, Fax No.22573910 (E-
mail: counsellor@indembkwt.org).

3. Similarly, a Labour Wing Help Desk functions from
0830 hrs to 1300 hrs and 1400 hrs to 1630 hrs in the
Labour welfare Hall to address the labour related issues.
There is also a 24X7 Help Line (Tel No. 25674163) to
assist labourers in distress. For any unsolved issues Mr.
Shubashis Goldar, Deputy Chief of Mission could be
contacted on Telephone No. 22510891, Fax
No.22573902 (E-mail: dcm@indembkwt.org).

CRYcket 2014 
tournament

Friends of CRY Club (FOCC) will hold 17th CRY (Child
Rights & You) cricket tournament for children will be
held at the GC grounds at Fahaheel Sports Club on

Friday, 27th Mar 2014 from 6:30 am to 6 pm.  
The one day “CRYcket” tournament participated by chil-

dren under 14 (born on or after 01.01.2000), is a very popular
annual family event. The children are grouped into teams in
two age categories and play softball cricket while spectators,
parents and well-wishers enjoy a carnival atmosphere. 12
teams each are set to participate in the Under-12 and Under-
14 divisions initially in four groups in round robin fashion
leading to 4 winners who will clash in the semifinals. The 7-
over matches will be played simultaneously on two play-
grounds.  Apart from the winners’ trophies, medals and cer-
tificates from CRY-India will be given to each player.
Experienced umpires will control the games assisted by offi-
cial scorers. The teams will play in recognition of a much felt
need among less fortunate children in the Indian subconti-
nent and will carry the message of compassion towards
them. They will spread awareness of the work done by CRY,
an international organization, that believes that every child
is entitled to basic rights of survival, protection, develop-
ment, education and participation.

For details & game rules, visit the FOCC website
http://www.focckwt.org or contact: Kuwait City   22437684
Abu Halifa:  66204295 Hawalli:  99300257 Fahaheel:
99364073 Ahmadi:  23985216 / 99578073 Jleeb Shuyoukh -
97226589 Salmiya: 66810338.

The Lebanese Embassy in Kuwait hosted a dinner
banquet in honor of Lebanese Foreign Minister
Gebran Bassil and his accompanying delegation

who visited Kuwait to take part in the Arab Foreign
Ministers’ meeting ahead of the Arab League Summit.

The dinner took place in the Sheikha Salwa Al-Sabah
Hal l  at  the Mar ina Hotel ,  and was attended by
Ambassador of Lebanon to Kuwait Dr. Khedhr Helwe, as
well as Lebanese religious figures and members from
the Lebanese community in Kuwait.

Minister Bassil gave a speech during the event, in
which he underlined the importance of Lebanon’s
national unity, and expressed appreciation for the
strong ties that his country shares with Kuwait.

Lebanese Embassy hosts 
dinner for FM Bassil

— Photos by Joseph Shagra
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KSNA Ad-Hoc 
committee

Ad-Hoc committee of the Kerala Sangeetha
Nataka Akademi’s (KSNA) Kuwait Chapter will
be reconstituted at a meeting at 4 pm on

Thursday, April 10 at Indian Community School
(Senior), Salmiya which will be presided over by KSNA
Chairman Soorya Krishnamoothy. Malayali associa-
tions in Kuwait are requested to depute one or two
representatives of their associations to participate in
the meeting.

The Touristic Enterprises Company hosted an entertainment event for Mishref residents at the Khairan Resort in cooperation with the Mishref Co-operative Society. Several activities
took place during the event including a Kuwaiti cuisine cooking competition, bowling and billiards tournaments and special events for children.

TEC hosts entertainment event
Best dish

Gulf Bank participates 
in ACK’s Spring Market 

Gulf Bank has announced that it will be taking
part in the Australian College of Kuwait’s (ACK)
Spring Break Market, which is scheduled from

March 27-29, 2014, between 4pm - 10 pm.  
The exhibition, which is open to the general public,

will provide a platform for over 100 student-owned or
start-up businesses to showcase their products and
services to a broad audience.

Visitors to the Spring Market Exhibition will be
entertained by a wide range of stage acts including
live bands singing in Arabic, English and Spanish, a
stand-up comedy show, and youth activities present-
ing their talents to the public. There will also be addi-
tional activities focused on raising public awareness
and involvement in charity work.

Gulf Bank will be present to support and interact
with students and parents with representatives from
the Bank on hand to dispense information and advice
about Gulf Bank’s student red account. 

During the exhibition, ACK will hold a contest for
the most creative booth at the exhibition.  This aims to
encourage participants to be innovative when build-
ing their booths and prizes will be awarded for the
most original and creative designs.  

Gulf Bank’s red(tm) account is specifically designed
around the needs of students and young people aged
17 to 24 years of age. The account requires no deposit
to open and can be used for both current and savings
accounts with monthly interest payments.   In addi-
tion, all red(tm) account holders receive regular special
offers and discounts at over 100 outlets in Kuwait.

To find out more about the red(tm) account and its
unique benefits, visit the Bank’s stand at ACK, any one
of Gulf Bank’s 57 branches, or call the Customer
Contact Center on 1805805.  Information is also avail-
able on the Bank’s bilingual website at www.e-gulf-
bank.com/red 

Reaching out to schools across Kuwait, BIC, the
creator of the BIC Cristal iconic ball point pen,
announced the winners of the BIC Interschool

Puppet Show Competition.
Seven emerged as finalists, out of eighteen partici-

pating schools the New Kuwait-Philippines
International School was judged to be the overall win-
ner, with the Salmiya Indian Model School, clinching
the second prize and the Pakistan Sunshine School,
Hawally, third, in a ceremony held at the Salmiya
Indian Model School, Kuwait. The organizers had ini-
tially canvassed over 18 schools throughout Kuwait,
meeting over 32 thousand students over three
months.BIC used ‘art’ as a platform to help children
enhance their communications skills, educating them
through play sessions in which they learned how to
make a puppet using BIC products with a special focus

on BIC  4 Colours, BIC Cristal & BIC Evolution ECOlution
Graphite products. 

They then participated in a show, where the ‘BIC
Boy’ puppet character was the end hero. Strong partic-
ipation in this event, as well as the enthusiasm shown
by pupils, confirmed the necessity for educators to
invest in the creativity of children, as evidenced by the
warm welcome of this form of puppet theatre, in
which fun and knowledge were merged.

“We strongly believe that fostering creative abili-
ties in children should begin at an early age, and
what better way to begin than when they are at
school. Creating these puppets is a way to engage
the children in a healthy competition, which
enhances social skills, communication and self-
expression”, said Rob Maddock, BIC General Manager,
Middle East & South Asia. 

BIC announces winners of Interschool 
Puppet Show competition in Kuwait

Satisfying the demand of its seafood lovers in what has
earned the reputation of being known as the ‘best
steakhouse in town’, Terrace Grill at JW Marriott Kuwait

City Hotel, introduces its special seafood gala to all its guests
during the month of April. Guests can now enjoy a feast of
endless seafood delicacies, popular delights - including
salmon carpaccio and freshly prepared red snappers, along
with sea-food inspired soups and more. 

The promotion, which ends on April 30th, features dishes
such as pan fried sea bass with peas and mashed potatoes
as well as the Newburg style gratinated lobster served with
a champignon and Chateaux potato on green peas. Before
enjoying the main dish, guests can complement their meal
with their choice of special seafood appetizers. They could
choose from a seafood platter, serving prawns wrapped in
Kunafa with a freshly-made seafood salad and lobster cap-
puccino or a warm red snapper and salmon carpaccio
served with orange emulsion. A spicy and sour soup is also

part of the special seafood menu, which will be served with
an intriguing composition of prawns, salmon, squid and
Asian spices along with various offerings of exclusive
decanted desserts to complete a memorable dining experi-
ence. 

Cluster Public Relations and Marketing Manager of
Kuwait Marriott Hotels, Andrew Fernandes said: “We are
excited to have deployed an expert and efficient culinary
team to guarantee a truly world class dining experience for
our guests at this year’s festival. This event is just filled with
great food and loads of fun for our residents and visiting
guests.” The diverse menu also features dishes such as fillet
mignon, rib eye steak and other premium cuts while dining
in the restaurant’s relaxing and signature ambience. 

The steakhouse is located on the lobby level and is open
for lunch from 12:30 pm to 3 pm and for dinner from 7 pm
to 11 pm. Live music entertainment can be enjoyed from 8
pm onwards on all evenings except Fridays.  

Terrace Grill Steakhouse presents 
its annual seafood festival

Honoring Khaled Al-Ghanem. Bicycle contest

Overall winner The New Kuwait-Philippines International School. Second Winner - Salmiya Indian Model School.

Third Winner - Pakistan Sunshine School.
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FREEELANCERS ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION 

OPEN SEASON ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

00:20 Doctors
00:50 New Tricks
01:40 My Family
02:10 Walk On The Wild Side
02:40 Being Erica
03:25 Spooks
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
05:20 Balamory
05:40 Nina And The Neurons
05:50 Me Too!
06:10 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
06:30 Balamory
06:50 Nina And The Neurons
07:05 Me Too!
07:25 My Family
07:50 The Vicar Of Dibley
08:20 Little Britain
08:50 Eastenders
09:20 Doctors
09:45 The Weakest Link
10:30 The Vicar Of Dibley
11:00 Call The Midwife
11:55 New Tricks
12:45 My Family
13:15 Little Britain
13:45 Eastenders
14:15 Doctors
14:45 Call The Midwife
15:35 New Tricks
16:25 The Weakest Link
17:10 Eastenders
17:40 Doctors
18:10 Being Erica
19:00 Last Of The Summer Wine
19:30 The Vicar Of Dibley
20:00 Upstairs Downstairs
20:55 Mistresses
21:45 The Omid Djalili Show
22:15 Stella
23:00 The Weakest Link
23:45 Eastenders

00:00 The Planners
00:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
01:35 Come Dine With Me
02:25 MasterChef
03:20 Chef At Home
03:45 Chef At Home
04:10 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
04:55 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
05:40 Bargain Hunt
06:25 Come Dine With Me
07:15 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
08:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
08:45 The Planners
09:35 Bargain Hunt
10:20 Antiques Roadshow
11:15 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
11:40 Come Dine With Me
12:30 Gok’s Clothes Roadshow
13:20 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
14:05 Antiques Roadshow
15:05 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
15:50 MasterChef
16:45 Bargain Hunt
17:30 Chef At Home
17:55 Chef At Home
18:20 Antiques Roadshow
19:15 Homes Under The Hammer
20:10 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
20:35 Bill’s Kitchen: Notting Hill
21:00 Food & Drink
21:30 Come Dine With Me
22:20 Antiques Roadshow
23:15 Bargain Hunt

02:00 A Few Best Men-18
04:00 Ghostbusters-PG
06:00 From Prada To Nada-PG15
08:00 Rookie Of The Year-PG
10:00 The Little Rascals-PG
12:00 Ghostbusters-PG
14:00 Open Season-FAM
16:00 The Little Rascals-PG
18:00 Damsels In Distress-PG15
20:00 Sightseers-18
21:45 Midnight Run-PG15

01:15 Drift-PG15
03:30 Olympus Has Fallen-PG15

00:40 The Colony
01:30 Bang Goes The Theory
02:00 Food Factory
02:25 How Tech Works
02:50 Mega Builders
03:45 Kings Of Construction
04:35 Thunder Races
05:25 How The Universe Works
06:15 Food Factory
06:40 How Tech Works
07:05 X-Machines
08:00 Building The Future
08:50 Eco-Tech
09:40 Food Factory
10:05 How Tech Works
10:30 James May’s Man Lab
11:25 X-Machines
12:20 Thunder Races
13:10 How The Universe Works
14:00 Kings Of Construction
14:50 Bang Goes The Theory
15:20 Food Factory
15:45 How Tech Works
16:10 Mega Builders
17:00 How The Universe Works
17:55 Thunder Races
18:45 X-Machines
19:35 James May’s Man Lab
20:30 Junkyard Wars
21:20 Large Dangerous Rocket
Ships 2011
22:10 Food Factory
22:35 How Tech Works
23:00 Stuck With Hackett
23:25 Stuck With Hackett
23:50 Large Dangerous Rocket
Ships 2011

01:00 Hide Away-PG15
02:30 Quiet Flows The Don-PG15
05:30 Courage-PG15
07:00 Down The Shore-PG15
09:00 Hide Away-PG15
11:00 Oh Christmas Tree-PG
13:00 The Chateau Meroux-PG15
15:00 Resistance-PG15
17:00 The Trial-PG15
19:00 The Good Doctor-PG15
21:00 The Company You Keep-
PG15
23:00 Zero Dark Thirty-18

01:00 Birdsong-18
04:00 Love Is All You Need-18
06:00 The Tall Man-PG15
07:45 The Forger-PG15
09:30 Will-PG
11:15 Emperor-PG15
13:00 Planet Of The Apes (1968)-
PG15
15:00 Last Dance-PG15
17:00 Emperor-PG15
19:00 Nobody Walks-PG15
21:00 Seeking Justice-PG15
23:00 Trishna-18

00:00 Knuckle-PG15
02:00 Gambit-PG15
04:00 Snowflake ,  The White
Gorilla-PG
06:00 Dating Coach-PG15
08:00 The Greatest Movie Ever
Sold-PG15
10:00 Charlotte’s Web-PG
12:00 Gambit-PG15
14:00 Barnyard-PG
16:00 The Greatest Movie Ever
Sold-PG15
17:45 Iron Man 3-PG15
20:00 Killing Them Softly-18
22:00 The Possession-PG15

01:00 NRL Premiership 
03:00 NRL Premiership 
05:00 NRL Full Time
05:30 Futbol Mundial
06:00 Trans World Sport
07:00 Trans World Sport
08:00 LV Cup
10:00 Golfing World
11:00 World Golf Championship
Highlights
12:00 Super Rugby
14:00 Super Rugby
16:00 NRL Premiership 
18:00 World Golf Championship
Highlights
19:00 Golfing World
20:00 PGA European Tour Weekly 
20:30 Inside The PGA Tour
21:00 Trans World Sport
22:00 LV Cup

00:30 Gold Rush
01:20 Alaska Gold Diggers
02:10 Gold Divers: Under The Ice
03:00 You Have Been Warned
03:50 Border Security
04:15 Auction Kings

00:00 Chelsea Lately
00:30 The Spin Crowd
00:55 The Spin Crowd
01:25 Style Star
01:50 Style Star
02:20 E!ES
03:15 Extreme Close-Up
03:40 Extreme Close-Up
04:10 E!ES
05:05 E!ES
06:00 THS
07:50 Fashion Police
09:15 Opening Act
10:15 Married To Jonas
10:40 Chasing The Saturdays
11:10 The Drama Queen
12:05 Fashion Police
13:35 E!ES
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 The Wanted Life
17:30 Hello Ross
18:00 E! News
19:00 Fashion Police
20:30 E!ES
21:00 The Drama Queen
22:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
22:30 E! News
23:30 Chelsea Lately

00:00 Golfing World 
01:00 Premier League Darts 
04:00 LV Cup 
06:30 NRL Full Time
07:00 NRL Premiership 
09:00 NRL Full Time
09:30 Dubai World Cup Carnival 
13:00 Trans World Sport
14:00 Golfing World 
15:00 World Golf Championships
Highlights  
16:00 Snooker 
19:00 NHL
21:00 HSBC Sevens World Series 
23:00 HSBC Sevens World Series
Highlights 
23:30 PGA European Tour Weekly

00:00 Commando-18
02:00 Dead Man Running-PG15
04:00 When A Stranger Calls-PG15
06:00 Absolute Fear-PG15
08:00 Lords Of Dogtown-PG15
10:00 Crimson Tide-PG15
12:00 Sins Expiation-PG15
14:00 Lords Of Dogtown-PG15
16:00 Broken Path-PG15
18:00 Sins Expiation-PG15
20:00 Sudden Death-PG15
22:00 Freelancers-R

00:00 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
00:20 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
00:45 Sonny With A Chance
01:05 Sonny With A Chance
01:30 Suite Life On Deck
01:50 Suite Life On Deck
02:15 Wizards Of Waverly Place
02:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
03:00 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
03:20 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
03:45 Sonny With A Chance
04:05 Sonny With A Chance
04:30 Suite Life On Deck
04:50 Suite Life On Deck
05:15 Wizards Of Waverly Place
05:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
06:00 Austin & Ally
06:25 Dog With A Blog
06:45 Suite Life On Deck
07:10 A.N.T. Farm

07:35 Wolfblood
07:55 Gravity Falls
08:20 That’s So Raven
08:45 Jessie
09:05 Good Luck Charlie
09:30 Shake It Up
09:55 Austin & Ally
10:15 A.N.T. Farm
10:40 Dog With A Blog
11:05 Suite Life On Deck
11:25 Jessie
11:50 That’s So Raven
12:15 Hannah Montana
12:35 Hannah Montana
13:00 Good Luck Charlie
13:25 Austin & Ally
13:45 A.N.T. Farm
14:10 Jessie
14:35 Dog With A Blog
15:00 Good Luck Charlie
15:25 Gravity Falls
15:50 Austin & Ally
16:10 Violetta
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:20 Liv And Maddie
17:40 Mako Mermaids
18:10 Good Luck Charlie
18:30 Jessie
18:55 Dog With A Blog
19:20 Violetta
20:05 Jessie
20:30 Good Luck Charlie
20:50 Dog With A Blog
21:15 Gravity Falls
21:40 Shake It Up
22:00 Austin & Ally
22:25 A.N.T. Farm
22:50 Good Luck Charlie
23:10 Wizards Of Waverly Place
23:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Colbert Report
01:30 The Big C
02:00 South Park
02:30 Out There
03:30 Raising Hope
04:00 Seinfeld
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Seinfeld
06:00 Two And A Half Men
06:30 Arrested Development
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Seinfeld
08:30 Seinfeld
09:30 The Crazy Ones
10:00 Trophy Wife
10:30 Arrested Development
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Two And A Half Men
12:30 Seinfeld
13:00 Seinfeld
13:30 Arrested Development
14:00 Raising Hope
14:30 The Crazy Ones
15:00 Trophy Wife
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 Two And A Half Men
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 The Simpsons
19:00 The Mindy Project
19:30 Modern Family
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Colbert Report
22:00 Veep
22:30 South Park
23:00 Out There
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Warehouse 13
01:00 Mistresses
02:00 The Killing
03:00 World Without End
04:00 Grey’s Anatomy
05:00 The Fosters
06:00 Warehouse 13
07:00 Drop Dead Diva
08:00 Switched At Birth
09:00 The Killing
10:00 The Fosters
11:00 Grey’s Anatomy
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Switched At Birth
15:00 Warehouse 13
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Switched At Birth
19:00 Twisted
20:00 Scandal
21:00 House Of Cards
22:00 American Horror Story :
Coven
23:00 World Without End

00:35 House Gift
01:30 Emmerdale
02:25 Coronation Street
02:55 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
03:25 Agatha Christie’s Marple
05:15 Ade In Britain
06:10 House Gift
07:05 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
07:30 Agatha Christie’s Marple
09:20 Ade In Britain
10:15 May The Best House Win
11:10 Emmerdale
12:00 Coronation Street
12:30 House Gift
13:25 Ade In Britain
14:20 May The Best House Win
15:10 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
15:35 Trevor Mcdonalds Queen &

00:00 Made In Jersey
01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Nip/Tuck
04:00 Rescue Me

01:00 The Missing Lynx
02:45 The Legend Of Sarila
04:30 Free Birds
06:00 Olentzero Christmas Tale
08:00 Emperor’s Secret
09:45 Sky Force
11:15 Mrs. Doubtfire
13:30 The Legend Of Sarila
15:00 The Fantastic Adventure Of
The Ugly Duckling
16:30 The Elf Who Stole Christmas
18:00 Sky Force
20:00 The Water Horse: Legend Of
The Deep
22:00 The Fantastic Adventure Of
The Ugly Duckling
23:30 The Elf Who Stole Christmas

04:40 Container Wars
05:05 How Do They Do It?
05:30 How It’s Made
06:00 Sons Of Guns
07:00 You Have Been Warned
07:50 Flying Wild Alaska
08:40 Fast N’ Loud
09:30 Border Security
09:55 Auction Kings
10:20 Container Wars
10:45 How Do They Do It?
11:10 How It’s Made
11:35 Gold Rush
12:25 Alaska Gold Diggers
13:15 Gold Divers: Under The Ice
14:05 Border Security
14:30 Auction Kings
14:55 Container Wars
15:20 North America
16:10 Fast N’ Loud
17:00 Ultimate Survival
17:50 Wheeler Dealers
18:40 You Have Been Warned
19:30 Sons Of Guns
20:20 How Do They Do It?
20:45 How It’s Made
21:10 Auction Kings
21:35 Container Wars
22:00 Dual Survival
22:50 Survive That!
23:40 Yukon Men

Country
16:30 Endeavour
18:20 May The Best House Win
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Trevor Mcdonalds Queen &
Country
20:30 Endeavour
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:45 May The Best House Win

05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 24
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 Castle
13:00 Made In Jersey
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 24
17:00 Castle
18:00 Made In Jersey
19:00 24
20:00 Castle
21:00 Made In Jersey
22:00 Rescue Me
23:00 Nip/Tuck

05:30 Now Is Good-PG15
07:15 Girl In Progress-PG15
09:00 Midnight In Paris-PG15
11:00 Olympus Has Fallen-PG15
13:00 Magic Journey To Africa-
PG15
15:00 The Odd Life Of Timothy
Green-PG
17:00 Midnight In Paris-PG15
19:00 Red Dawn-PG15
21:00 The Bling Ring-18
23:00 The Campaign-18

Spider-Man, Guardians,
Transformers!

Summer blockbusters draw
theater owners to CinemaCon

What a difference a year makes.
CinemaCon, the annual exhibition indus-
try trade show unfolding this week in Las

Vegas, dawns as theater owners are basking in the
glow of unexpected box office hits such as “The
Lego Movie” and “Ride Along.” These films and oth-
ers have helped push domestic ticket sales to over
$2 billion, an 8 percent jump from the previous
year, and there is a great feeling of optimism that
upcoming releases such as “Divergent” and
“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” will contin-
ue to keep seats filled.

In contrast, last year’s CinemaCon landed with a
box office mired in one of its worst slumps in
recent memory. The setting in Caesars Palace
brought to mind the flickering end of a certain
ancient empire instead of the Pax Romana. “The
state of the business is strong right now and our
members have confidence in what’s going on,”
said John Fithian, president and CEO of the
National Association of Theatre Owners, an exhibi-
tion trade group. “Last year we had a dearth of
diverse movies at this time, but this spring there’s
been more for different demographics and ethnic-
ities and that’s driving the market.”

But exhibitors’ memories are short and their
eyes are usually fixed on the horizon. The more
than 5,000 theater owners, studio executives and
vendors are flocking to Sin City to get a preview of
the films they hope can help the 2014 box office
eclipse last year’s record-setting numbers. “This
year’s convention is going to offer more of every-
thing for everyone than ever before,” Mitch
Neuhauser, the convention’s managing director,
told TheWrap.

To that end, seven studios - a list that includes
Disney, Lionsgate, Warner Bros., Fox, Paramount,
Sony and Universal - will present the best of their
summer and holiday slates. If history is any guide,
it will be a barrage of film clips and appearances
by stars of blockbuster hopefuls such as
“Transformers: Age of Extinction,” “X-Men: Days of
Future Past,” “ The Amazing Spider-Man 2,”
“Guardians of the Galaxy” and “Interstellar.” A few
studios will screen upcoming releases in their
entirety, as Universal and Lionsgate plan to do
with their upcoming comedies “Neighbors” and
“Draft Days.”

Sometimes these teases can result in a
groundswell of support for under-the-radar titles,
as was the case last year with Fox’s “The Heat,” star-
ring Melissa McCarthy and Sandra Bullock, and the
previous show with Universal’s “ Ted,” Seth
MacFarlane’s R-rated comedy starring Mark
Wahlberg. Other times, they add to a drumbeat of
bad buzz for a picture (even in preview form, most
exhibitors had a sinking feeling about “After Earth”
and “RIPD”).

Prior to the internet, these presentations were
essential for theater owners who were trying to
determine what movies they would book over the
coming months. Nowadays most exhibitors have
already decided which films they plan to show
over the remaining nine months of the year. They
may change the number of screens they allot to a
particular picture based on the reaction among
their fellow theater owners, but aside from a few
alterations at the edges, these figures won’t be
dramatically overhauled. Instead, Fithian argues
the value is in getting exhibitors fired up about a
particular film. “It helps make cinema owners
aware of the themes of certain films which trans-
lates into grass roots marketing,” he said.  “It’s
everything from how they get their attendants to
talk about a certain picture to where they place
their in-theater displays and standees.”

There’s also an increased emphasis on new
technology. Major theater chains are at the end of
an exhibition overhaul that has seen them convert
from film to digital projectors. That shift has led to
a greater adoption of big screen offerings such as
3D and faster rates of projecting. It’s a speed of
change that Fithian predicts will only accelerate.
This year’s CinemaCon will offer up demonstra-
tions and discussions about exhibition enhance-
ments in various stages of development such as
laser projection, higher-frame rates and immersive
audio systems.

“The industry essentially relied on the same
technology for 100 years, but in the last few years
all that changed,” Fithian said. The other great ben-
efit for those navigating the baccarat tables and
roulette wheels at Caesar’s is the opportunity to
network at the world’s largest gathering of theater
owners. “Many years deals will take place there or
ones will happen soon after,” Joel Cohen, CEO of
the online ticketing hub, MovieTickets.com, said.
“Sometimes you just have positive conversations
that lead to deals happening in the future. It’s
worth going to touch base with folks.” — Reuters



KNCC PROGRAMME  FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(20/03/2014 TO 26/03/2014)

SHARQIA-1
DIVERGENT (DIG) 2:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 4:45 PM
LAMO AKHZA  (DIG) (Arabic) 7:30 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 9:30 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

SHARQIA-2
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 1:15 PM
MINUSCULE: VALLEY 
OF THE LOST ANTS (DIG) 3:45 PM
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG-3D) 5:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 7:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 10:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 12:45 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

SHARQIA-3
NON-STOP (DIG) 1:45 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 4:00 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 6:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 8:15 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 10:30 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

MUHALAB-1
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG) 1:30 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:30 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 5:45 PM
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG) 8:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 10:00 PM

MUHALAB-2
MINUSCULE: VALLEY 
OF THE LOST ANTS (DIG) 12:45 PM
MINUSCULE: VALLEY 
OF THE LOST ANTS (DIG) 2:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 4:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 7:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 9:45 PM

MUHALAB-3
DIVERGENT (DIG) 1:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 3:45 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 6:30 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 9:15 PM

FANAR-1
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG) 1:45 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:45 PM
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG) 6:00 PM
LAMO AKHZA   (DIG) (Arabic)    8:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 10:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

FANAR-2
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:45 PM
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG) 3:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 5:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 7:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 10:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

FANAR-3
DIVERGENT (DIG) 2:00 PM
MINUSCULE: VALLEY OF THE LOST ANTS (DIG) 5:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 7:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 9:45 PM

DIVERGENT (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

FANAR-5
HAUNT (DIG) 12:30 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 2:30 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 4:30 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 6:30 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 8:30 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 10:30 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

MARINA-1
MINUSCULE: VALLEY
OF THE LOST ANTS (DIG) 2:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 4:00 PM
MINUSCULE: VALLEY
OF THE LOST ANTS (DIG) 6:30 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 8:30 PM
LAMO AKHZA (DIG) (Arabic)    10:45 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

MARINA-2
DIVERGENT (DIG) 1:30 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 4:15 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 7:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 9:45 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

MARINA-3
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG-3D) 12:30 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 2:30 PM
300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE (DIG-3D) 5:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 7:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 9:30 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 12:05 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AVENUES-1
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 1:45 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 4:00 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 6:30 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 8:30 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 10:30 PM
THE DOUBLE (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AVENUES-2
HAUNT (DIG) 12:45 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 2:45 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 4:45 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 6:45 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 8:45 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 10:45 PM
HAUNT (DIG) 1:00 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AVENUES-3
NON-STOP (DIG) 1:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:30 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 5:45 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 8:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 10:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AVENUES-4
DIVERGENT (DIG) 2:15 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 5:15 PM
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DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 26/3/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:45
QTR 1084 Doha 00:55
DLH 637 Dammam 01:10
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:30
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:10
THY 764 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 02:45
JAI 576 Kochi/Abu Dhabi 02:50
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
KAC 362 Colombo 08:45
KAC 284 Dhaka 08:50
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:20
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 09:55
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRA 603 Shiraz 10:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf/Baghdad 11:00
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
TMA 213 Beirut 12:10
MSC 403 Asyut 12:20
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
JZR 561 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
IYE 826 Sanaa/Mukalla 13:30
KAC 522 Al Najaf 13:45
FDB 057 Dubai 13:50
QTR 1078 Doha 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 14:00
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:15
KAC 790 Madinah 14:25
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:35
GFA 221 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10
KNE 462 Madinah 15:45
KNE 460 Riyadh 15:55

KAC 538 Sharm el-Sheikh/Sohag 16:05
UAE 857 Dubai 16:40
QTR 1072 Doha 16:40
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
JZR 787 Riyadh 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
ABY 127 Sharjah 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:55
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:05
RBG 553 Alexandria 18:15
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
QTR 1080 Doha 18:40
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:45
FDB 063 Dubai 18:45
KAC 618 Doha 19:00
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:10
KAC 674 Dubai 19:25
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 102 New York/London 19:35
OMA 647 Muscat 19:55
MSC 405 Sohag 20:05
FDB 061 Dubai 20:05
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:10
ABY 129 Sharjah 20:20
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 20:25
AXB 489 Kochi/Mangalore 20:35
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
KAC 1782 Madinah 21:30
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:35
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 480 Taif 21:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:00
QTR 1074 Doha 22:00
JZR 135 Bahrain 22:05
JZR 481 Istanbul 22:15
JZR 239 Amman 22:20
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:30
JZR 185 Dubai 23:20

Departure Flights on Wednesday 26/3/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
UAL 981 IAD 00:05
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 01:10
DLH 637 Frankfurt 02:10
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
THY 773 Istanbul 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:20
UAE 854 Dubai 03:50
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
QTR 1085 Doha 04:15
FDB 068 Dubai 04:40
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
JZR 560 Sohag 06:20
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
JAI 575 Abu Dhabi/Kochi 06:45
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
THY 765 Istanbul 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
THY 771 Istanbul 07:30
KAC 537 Sharm el-Sheikh/Sohag 08:10
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:45
QTR 1087 Doha 08:50
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:25
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 789 Madinah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRA 603 Shiraz 10:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf/Baghdad 11:00
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
TMA 213 Beirut 12:10
MSC 403 Asyut 12:20
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
JZR 561 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
IYE 826 Sanaa/Mukalla 13:30
KAC 522 Al Najaf 13:45
FDB 057 Dubai 13:50
QTR 1078 Doha 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 14:00
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:15
KAC 790 Madinah 14:25
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:35

GFA 221 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10
KNE 462 Madinah 15:45
KNE 460 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 538 Sharm el-Sheikh/Sohag 16:05
UAE 857 Dubai 16:40
QTR 1072 Doha 16:40
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
JZR 787 Riyadh 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
ABY 127 Sharjah 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:55
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:05
RBG 553 Alexandria 18:15
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
QTR 1080 Doha 18:40
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:45
FDB 063 Dubai 18:45
KAC 618 Doha 19:00
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:10
KAC 674 Dubai 19:25
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 102 New York/Heathrow, London 19:35
OMA 647 Muscat 19:55
MSC 405 Sohag 20:05
FDB 061 Dubai 20:05
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:10
ABY 129 Sharjah 20:20
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 20:25
AXB 489 Kochi/Mangalore 20:35
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
KAC 1782 Madinah 21:30
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:35
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 480 Taif 21:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:00
QTR 1074 Doha 22:00
JZR 135 Bahrain 22:05
JZR 481 Istanbul 22:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 23:05
QTR 1075 Doha 23:10
JZR 502 Luxor 23:30
KAC 415 Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta 23:55

THE PUBLIC
AUTHORITY FOR

CIVIL INFORMATION
Automated enquiry

aboutthe Civil ID card is

1889988

No: 16116

112

Fajr: 04:26
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CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my name
Abbas holding Indian
Passport No. Z1922769
issued at Kuwait to Abbas
Mashrak for all purposes. 158,
Kharol Colony, Fatehpura,
Udaipur (Raj.) 
(C 4675)
25-4-2013

I, Saud Ali Vettukattu Kuniyil
holder of Indian Passport No.
L1164641, hereby change my
name to Saud Ali Koya.
Address: Mishkath,
Thuvvakkode, Cheman
Chery, Kozhikode Dt, Kerala,
India. (C 4674)
24-3-2014

I, Dahodwala Husain
Joharbhai holder of Passport
No. K3652369, hereby
change my surname to
Bhabhrawala Husain
Joharbhai. (C 4671)

I, Eliyas Johnson S/O Elias
holder of Passport No.
A8968226 hereby changed
Elias Johnson Kuriakose, no.3
Bishopwallers Avenue west
Mylapore, Chennai 4.
(C 4672)

I, Mohinder Pal Singh, hold-

er of Indian Passport No. G
1687598 hereby change my
name to Mohinder Singh.
(C 4673)
20-3-2014
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Several of your friends in the workplace may get together to help you cele-
brate your special day, perhaps a luncheon together. You will not be dis-

tracted for long, however, as your determination to complete certain tasks gains your
attention. You can build on your work relationships as well as perform your work duties
today and higher-ups are pleased. You have a love for important causes and the tendency
to contribute your time to an organization is not delayed or deterred because of a birth-
day. You do have an opportunity to go into two or three different directions at once this
afternoon, after your workday is over. The interesting thing about the options that you
have is that one option would earn you a better income. Happy birthday!

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

There are many opportunities to be with other people today, perhaps too
many people in some instances. An old customer or co-worker may present some issues
for you to ponder today. This is to be ignored and not taken personally. Ask if someone
else can help-then get on with the day. There is a chance to understand at a later time.
Remember-losing your temper relinquishes your power! You will benefit from penetrating
insights, getting to the heart of things. You can ask just the right questions. The challenges
you find today are steppingstones to positive changes-do not take them too personally. At
home, you may decide to lead the way in a family project-your creativity is heightened.
This evening you find time for romance.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your impish sense of humor is showing. You may find that your peers and
co-workers hold you in high esteem because of your ability to lighten up

and aim high. Travel and mental development at high levels are major themes in your life.
This is a time to broaden your horizons, both intellectually and spiritually. Education, pub-
lishing, broadcasting, legal and political interests offer opportunities, if you are on the
lookout for them. This afternoon, property, gold and real estate may be uppermost in your
mind. If you have a hunch, do not act on it just yet-check out the specifics and then run to
your nearest investment counselor. Your friendships will begin to transform into more reli-
able and firm relationships now.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Dozens of opportunities to shine in the work place present themselves to
you this day. Your work hours are full of decisions and business calls and

you seem to be able to choose the most profitable paths. Your creative side is highlighted
as you use your knowledge and your creativeness in solving problems. We need to trust
our intuition. We have to realize that a creative being lives within all of us-we must get out
of its way and allow the expression of creativity to blossom. You understand the impor-
tance of laughter and may be able to cause a healing when it comes to a relationship this
afternoon. You are getting good at leaving your work behind. You have an opportunity to
fix a broken piece of home equipment tonight.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

There may be an occasion to assert yourself this morning. Make no apolo-
gies or excuses-just state what you need. This is a highly active and rewarding day. Others
will notice your self-confidence and understand. There are clear communications between
you and a partner-business or other. You are at your most practical when it comes to deal-
ing and working with others. Whatever you want within the business realm is yours for the
asking. You are in a planning mood and are very clearheaded and able to view all the
alternate paths. Go ahead and make those decisions. You can see the road ahead and will
make the right choices. You can appreciate feelings and movement. You may want to just
get out and walk or exercise this afternoon.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

A positive attitude will help you to overcome difficulties, or harsh condi-
tions. Keeping subjects light and positive encourages others to listen and

respond to you in a productive and positive manner. There is a desire for outdoor or physi-
cal activity after work-there will be ample opportunities to partake in group sports of some
sort. Your life takes on a kind of mysterious quality at the emotional and instinctive levels
now. Dreams and illusions, forgiveness and understanding of human frailties arouse deep
feelings. The barriers between people dissolve and therein are the keys to a greater psy-
chic and spiritual sensitivity you feel now. A rewarding day at work brings about a fun atti-
tude this evening. Later you enjoy a new book or movie.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Popularity, curiosity and travel are the highlights of this day. If you are in
sales, a wisely placed and cleverly worded advertisement is the trigger for

better sales. You should take care to examine all of your business matters, for it could lead
to success. You are most concerned with your business future. You will, however, need to
be less critical of others just now. Being the friendly sort, you interact with many types of
people day and night. An off-the-cuff remark from a customer may spur your interest and
you could end up spending quite a bit of time counseling an individual. There is a love for
the underdog: such are the experiences associated with the new cycle you are now just
beginning. There is a tendency to lean toward the exciting this evening.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Today is a great time to be with others and to work together. You may be
sought after as just the person for a particular job-yes, again! From now

until the end of this month you could be concerned about the health of a family member,
perhaps an older relative. You may want to try some holistic medicine. You can demon-
strate great understanding and sensitivity to the needs of others just now and are in a
good position to communicate concerning groups and society in general. This is your
favorite time of the year to travel-the energies for travel stay through the end of next
month. Lovers, children and other people dear to your heart are emphasized at this time. A
good conversation with those you love is possible.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

This could be a time that you could make a great move forward in your
attempt to progress in positive ways with your co-workers. You want

friends, not enemies, so any co-worker or higher-up that seems difficult is not to become
one of your targets. This is a good time to tend to your own job responsibilities. You exer-
cise caution and care in business dealings, both in the physical and financial realm. You are
not under stress but you may be around others that are under stress. Energies around you
will become more positive-spend your breaks in quiet repose. You are at your mental best
with sharp ideas and clear thoughts. This is an excellent time to take care of some details
that you put aside earlier. You will be finishing up a lot of overdue projects.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

In the workplace and at home, interruptions happen but it may sometimes
be difficult for you to express yourself. Your ideas may temporarily become

lost in the shuffle. It may be important to take a step back and quietly look at the scene
from a different perspective. Perhaps it is not time to push your ideas. How you deal with
some unpleasant feelings will tell a great deal about you. If you are a parent or teacher,
you may be noticing behavior problems with children. Teach bravery in reporting any bul-
lying behavior. You should encourage honest communications. You may be able to enjoy
and value your own life situation this evening. There is a yen for romance at this time; you
will love the relationship choices coming your way.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 498

ACROSS
1. An international organization based in
Geneva that monitors and enforces rules
governing global trade.
4. Having a capacity for adaptation.
12. The compass point that is one point
south of due east.
15. An accidental happening.
16. Type genus of the Dinornithidae.
17. Resinlike substance secreted by certain
lac insects.
18. Any of various primates with short tails
or no tail at all.
19. A permanent absence of rainfall.
20. Type genus of the family Myacidae.
21. Covered with paving material.
23. (architecture) Forming or resembling an
arch.
25. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.
26. A compartment in front of a motor vehi-
cle where driver sits.
28. A city in western Nevada at the foot of
the Sierra Nevada Mountains.
29. The head of a city government.
33. The sixth month of the civil year.
34. Wild or seedling sweet cherry used as
stock for grafting.
38. Of or relating to the United States of
America or its people or language or cul-
ture.
41. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of
the alkali metal group.
42. Informal terms for a mother.
43. Capital of Armenia.
46. Used improperly or excessively espe-
cially drugs.
49. A serve that strikes the net before
falling into the receiver's court.
50. A tight-fitting headdress.
54. Squash bugs.
57. A Chadic language spoken south of
Lake Chad.
58. South American armadillo with three
bands of bony plates.
59. A port in western Israel on the
Mediterranean.
61. Any piece of work that is undertaken or
attempted.
64. Thorny shrub or small tree common in
central Argentina having small orange or
yellow flowers followed by edible berries.
70. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
71. One-hundredth of a right angle.
73. A unit of subjective loudness.
74. A plant hormone promoting elongation
of stems and roots.
75. Fertility goddess in ancient Greek
mythology.
77. Argentinian cariama.
79. Usually large hard-shelled seed.
80. Being the only one.
81. A festival featuring African-American
culture.
82. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar
to but heavier than beer.

DOWN
1. Hit hard.
2. Thin fibrous bark of the paper mulberry
and Pipturus albidus.
3. An organization of countries formed in
1961 to agree on a common policy for the
sale of petroleum.
4. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
5. English theoretical physicist who applied
relativity theory to quantum mechanics
and predicted the existence of antimatter
and the positron (1902-1984).

6. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not
the external persona) that is in touch with
the unconscious.
7. The vessel that contains the seeds of a
plant (not the seeds themselves).
8. The form of RNA that attaches the cor-
rect amino acid to the protein chain that is
being synthesized at the ribosome of the
cell (according to directions coded in the
mRNA).
9. Not liable to error.
10. Internal organs collectively (especially
those in the abdominal cavity).
11. A city in western Germany.
12. Any of various trees of the genus Ulmus.
13. Common Indian weaverbird.
14. Someone who works (or provides work-
ers) during a strike.
22. Islands in the Atlantic Ocean belonging
to Portugal.
24. A religious doctrine that is proclaimed
as true without proof.
27. A decree that prohibits something.
30. Pertaining to or resembling amoebae.
31. A mountain peak in the Andes in Peru
(21,709 feet high).
32. Tear or be torn violently.
35. One of two flaps attached to a cap to
keep the ears warm.
36. Naked freshwater or marine or parasitic
protozoa that form temporary pseudopods
for feeding and locomotion.
37. (Sumerian and Akkadian) A demon per-
sonifying death.
39. Someone who is morally reprehensible.
40. An associate degree in nursing.
44. According to the Old Testament he was
a pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).
45. A white metallic element that burns
with a brilliant light.
47. A nucleic acid that transmits genetic
information from DNA to the cytoplasm.
48. A light strong brittle gray toxic bivalent
metallic element.
51. An agency of the United Nations affiliat-
ed with the World Bank.
52. A town in southwest Mississippi on the
Mississippi River.
53. A port city on the Caspian Sea that is
the capital of Azerbaijan and an important
center for oil production.
55. An inactive volcano in the Andes in cen-
tral Ecuador.
56. (old-fashioned) At or from or to a great
distance.
60. Bottle that has a narrow neck.
62. Any property detected by the olfactory
system.
63. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
65. German chemist who was co-discoverer
with Lise Meitner of nuclear fission (1879-
1968).
66. A swift whirling motion (usually of a
missile).
67. (Babylonian) A goddess of the watery
deep and daughter of Ea.
68. part of the peritoneum attached to the
stomach and to the colon and covering the
intestines.
69. The emotion of hate.
72. Water that has condensed on a cool sur-
face overnight from water vapor in the air.
76. Angular distance above the horizon
(especially of a celestial object).
78. An intensely radioactive metallic ele-
ment that occurs in minute amounts in ura-
nium ores.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

34s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

Your ability to do more than your share of the work is positive. You have a
good attitude and people love it when you work with them. A customer or co-worker may
have a mood swing or two this afternoon but you know just what to say and can be very
uplifting. There is personal growth for the person as well as for you when you take time to
listen and just be compassionate. There may be a little financial panic with your monetary
situation just now. Do not let finances completely dominate your concerns-all will balance
out soon. You will want to discriminate between those who truly need help financially and
those that engage in rip-offs. This is a favorable time to repair any broken friendships.
Romance is possible tonight.

Today is a very good day for job-related events. Your love relationship and
your business relationships are on a firm ground. You may shine in your par-

ticular job or find that promotion or practical insights come with ease. You could repre-
sent or speak for your company or communicate about your skills. Ignore the gossip at
work for now-it is just that-gossip. Close relationships and other ties between people
become a focus for much of your energy. Family, home and the other roots in your life
give you a sense of mission. There is growth and gain, particularly when it comes to mat-
ters of the home and home environment. You also may feel the need to bring your family
closer together, acting like a parental figure to people at home.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

Al-Madeena 22418714

Al-Shuhada 22545171

Al-Shuwaikh 24810598

Al-Nuzha 22545171

Sabhan 24742838

Al-Helaly 22434853

Al-Faiha 22545051

Al-Farwaniya 24711433

Al-Sulaibikhat 24316983

Al-Fahaheel 23927002

Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 24316983

Ahmadi 23980088

Al-Mangaf 23711183

Al-Shuaiba 23262845

Al-Jahra 25610011

Al-Salmiya 25616368

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

(1) Ear, Nose and Throat (2) Plastic Surgeon

Dr. Abdul Mohsin Jafar, 
FRCS (Canada)                                         25655535

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands) 0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)
0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)
0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS
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The 30-year-old actress is expecting her first
child with ‘That ‘70s Show’ co-star Ashton
Kutcher, to whom she recently got engaged.  A

source told People.com: “They are both very, very
happy. It’s still early.” The couple sparked engagement
speculation after Mila was spotted with a huge dia-
mond ring last month, but the loved-up stars aren’t
expected to rush down the aisle in light of their baby
news. The insider added: “It won’t necessarily be a
short engagement. They haven’t begun planning the
wedding yet.” Meanwhile, E! News reports that Mila
was recently seen at a prenatal class in Los Angeles.
The couple began dating in 2012 following Ashton’s
split from ex-wife Demi Moore, but they have known
each other for years after playing the lead roles in hit
1990s sitcom ‘That ‘70s Show’. Ashton, 36, is thought
to have had a crush on his gorgeous co-star when
they worked together, but their romance didn’t blos-
som until years later.  A source previously said: “He
was so in love with [Mila] for a while when they
worked together. He thought she was a goddess, was
always talking about how beautiful she is.” ‘Jupiter
Ascending’ star Mila recently opened up about her
low-key date nights with Ashton, revealing they enjoy
“white T-shirt nights”. She explained: “We have a thing
called white T-shirt night and it’s when you wear
jeans and a white T-shirt and you go on a date.
Nothing fancy, it’s just something that you love to do
- whether that’s bowling or dinner or going to a
cheese shop and have some drink or walking around.
I think that’s just the best thing to do, and sometimes
it’s just nice to stay home.”

Mila Kunis 
is pregnant

Patrice Wymore, widow of 
Errol Flynn, dies at age 87
Actress Patrice Wymore, the wife of late actor Errol Flynn, died after

suffering from pulmonary disease, a family spokesman said on
Monday. She was 87. Wymore passed away at her cattle ranch home

in Portland, Jamaica, on Saturday, said Robb Callahan, a representative for
the Flynn family. The tall blonde Kansas-born actress began her career on
the Broadway stage, but met Flynn, who was best known for
playing the daring romantic leading man in the 1950 film
“Rocky Mountain.” The couple married in late 1950 in Nice,
France, and had a daughter, Arnella. Flynn died in 1959.
Wymore never remarried. Wymore’s other notable
roles included 1955’s “King’s Rhapsody” and 1960’s
“Ocean’s Eleven” alongside Frank Sinatra, Dean
Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. She also appeared
on TV shows including “The Errol Flynn
Theater” in 1956, and in 1965’s “Never Too
Young.” She retired from acting in 1970.
The actress is survived by a grandson,
actor Luke Flynn, the only son of her
late daughter Arnella. 

Chris Hemsworth and Elsa Pataky
have named their twins Tristan and
Sasha. The couple - who already have

daughter India Rose, 22 months - wel-
comed the boys into the world earlier this
month and now the Spanish actress has
revealed what they have called their two
sons. Posting a picture of the twins’ feet on
her Instagram page, she wrote in Spanish:
“You are home! Tristan and Sasha came to
this world on March 18 just after the full
moon. Complete happiness.” Elsa has also
advised new parents to treasure every
minute with their babies. Writing in a blog

post for Spain’s Glamour magazine, she
said: “Enjoy every second with your baby
because it is the most wonderful thing of
the world.”  Proud father Chris, 30, previous-
ly gushed about family life and admitted
he is happiest when he is with his wife and
daughter. He said: “Being a father is certain-
ly a task. But the best one that I could ever
ask for. Being home, being with the family,
that’s what it’s about ... It makes me much
more relaxed with work, because I have
something that is far more important to me
now.” The actor married Elsa, 37, in 2010
after a whirlwind romance.

Chris Hemsworth’s twin boys 
are named Tristan and Sasha

Willis to open a club
Rumer Willis wants to open a

nightclub. The ‘House Bunny’ star
inherited “many millions of dol-

lars” from her famous parents Bruce
Willis and Demi Moore when she
turned 25 last year, and is now looking
for an investment opportunity in
Hollywood. A source told
RadarOnline.com: “Rumer came into
many millions of dollars last August on
her 25th birthday and got full control of
the trust Bruce and Demi set up for her.
“She wants to use it to invest in a hot
business and has been telling friends
she wants to own a nightclub. She’s
begun scouting existing Hollywood
spots that could use her ‘touch’.”
However, the insider doesn’t think
Rumer will get the backing from her
parents - who divorced in 2000 and
have two other daughters, Scout, 22,
and Tallulah, 20, together - for her new
venture as their own foray into the hos-
pitality industry was unsuccessful. The
source added: “Bruce and Demi had a
bad experience in the club and restau-
rant business when they backed the
once-famous Planet Hollywood chain
that eventually flopped, so it’s doubtful
that they’ll like the direction Rumer
wants to take her investments. “But
Rumer has largely lost the acting bug
and now that she’s financially inde-
pendent, she’s going to try a lot of dif-
ferent things that don’t involve her par-
ents’ careers.” — Bang Showbiz

Barlow
still gets ‘nervous’ 
releasing new music

Gary Barlow admits he still gets “nervous”
before releasing new music.  The ‘Let Me Go’
singer claims he still worries about what his

fans will think before he brings out new material,
despite having conquered the charts as both a solo
artist and with his band Take That.  He told ‘This
Morning’: “I’m always nervous around the release of
anything because it’s your latest work, you’ve tried
hard, you’ve taken a year to make it or something
and you’re just giving it and saying ‘do you like this
or not?’...”  The 43-year-old star has also announced
his next single will be ‘Face to Face’, a collaboration
with Elton John, which was recorded at the famous
Abbey Road studios in London earlier this year. He
said: “It was my idea ... I was ringing him up pester-
ing him! But for me, because he’s my idol, he’s the
reason I first sat on a piano stool and it was just
such a treat to be with him and record a duet. It
was fantastic.” Speaking about touring without his
Take That band mates - Robbie Williams, Jason
Orange, Mark Owen and Howard Donald - he
insists he still enjoys the shows.  He said: “I actually
really enjoy touring by myself, you know, it’s all on
your shoulders and I quite like the pressure. But I’m
really looking forward to playing all these new
songs. And some of the old stuff as well.” Gary
added: “I’ve videoed Elton singing the song [Face
To Face], so he’s going to be on the big screens,
although I said to the production man ‘don’t make
him bigger than me, it’s my show remember!’”
When asked if he’d ever pose naked, Gary also
laughed and said: “No! Definitely not. I’m trying to
keep hold of my fans, not lose them.”

Cassidy sentenced 
to rehab in DUI case
Ajudge has sentenced 1970s teen

heartthrob David Cassidy to
three months in rehab and five

years of probation in a drunken driving
case. Cassidy’s attorney, Steven Graff
Levine, entered an open plea to a Los
Angeles judge Monday. Cassidy admit-
ted he was driving under the influence
when he was arrested in January after
making an illegal turn. Levine says
Cassidy has been in rehab and will
remain for longer than his sentence
requires. He says Cassidy is committed
to his sobriety and wants to break the
cycle that got him arrested for drunken
driving twice in less than six months. A
DUI case in New York was reduced from
a felony to misdemeanor earlier this
month. Cassidy appeared on TV’s “The
Partridge Family.”

One Direction have been filming a secret music video.  The ‘Midnight Memories’
hitmakers - Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan, Liam Payne and Louis
Tomlinson - were spotted filming on Clevedon Pier in Somerset yesterday as

they braved the cold. According to The Sun newspaper, the boys were seen sipping
hot drinks and holding hot water bottles as they tried to warm up. An area of the pier
was closed off as the band started working on the promo, which is thought to be for
their upcoming new single. After fans heard the band were in town, many started to
line up next to the pier, with one girl cancelling her driving test to try and catch a
glimpse of the boys.  The band recently slammed split rumors, after admitting they
hadn’t seen each other for three months, and insist they are preparing for their
upcoming ‘Where We Are Tour’ as well as working on new material.  Liam told Capital
FM: “We’re not splitting up, we’re writing our next album.

One Direction film 
secret music video 

Singer Andrea Bocelli has wed longtime companion Veronica Berti. A Monday
news release says the couple married Friday at the Sanctuary of Montenero in
central Italy. The couple chose the day because it is the start of spring and the

second birthday of their daughter, Virginia. Bocelli and Berti had been in a relation-
ship for 12 years before their marriage. The wedding was attended by a small group of
friends and family, including Bocelli’s sons Amos and Matteo from his previous mar-
riage. Berti wore a silk dress by Ermanno Scervino and Bocelli, an Italian tenor who
sings both operatic and pop material, wore a blue suit by Corneliani.

Bocelli marries longtime 
companion Berti
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This image
released by
Paramount
Pictures shows
Russell Crowe in 
a scene from
‘Noah.’ —AP

Indonesia has banned Hollywood biblical
epic “Noah” starring Russell Crowe, cen-
sors said yesterday, the latest Muslim

country to stop the film being screened
due to concerns it contradicts Islamic val-
ues. Censors in the world’s most populous
Muslim-majority country said they decided
to ban the film, which had been set for
release Friday, as the depiction of prophets
is forbidden under Islamic law.  As well as
being a biblical figure, Noah is also a
prophet for Muslims. “We rejected the
screening of the film in Indonesia,” Zainut
Tauhid Saadi, a member of the Indonesian
Censorship Board, told AFP.

“The visual depiction of a prophet is for-
bidden in Islam,” he said, adding: “The film
will hurt both Christian and Muslim com-
munities.” It came after the Paramount film
based on the story of Noah’s ark, which
stars Crowe as Noah and is directed by
Darren Aronofsky, was banned by Qatar,
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates earli-
er this month. Egypt’s top Islamic body, the
Al-Azhar institute, has called for “Noah” not

to be screened in the country.
The film has also angered some

Christian institutions in the United States
due to Crowe’s reportedly unconventional
portrayal of Noah. The ongoing controversy
over the film, which also stars Jennifer
Connolly and Emma Watson, prompted
Paramount to announce last month they
would add an explanatory message to
future marketing materials for the movie.  It
issued a joint statement with the US-based
National Religious Broadcasters body,
announcing the move “to help audiences
better understand that the feature film is a
dramatization of the major scriptural
themes and not a line-by-line retelling of
the Bible story”.

Indonesia has banned films in the past,
including “Balibo” which tells the story of
Australian-based journalists allegedly killed
by Indonesian troops in East Timor as
Jakarta prepared to invade.  Jakarta claims
the reporters were killed in crossfire. “Noah”
will be released this week in several coun-
tries, including the United States on Friday.

‘Noah’ Opens as Strong No1 
at Box Office in Mexico, Korea

“Noah,” the special effects-laden Biblical
epic starring Russell Crowe, is off to the fast
start overseas that distributor Paramount
Pictures was hoping for. “Noah” brought in
$14 million from Mexico and S. Korea in No.
1 openings ahead of its debut in the United
States on Friday. International grosses will
be critical for the $125 million “Noah,”
which is tracking to debut in the $40 mil-
lion range domestically. Paramount was
encouraged, and pointed out that the total
from the two markets topped those of films
including “Gravity,” “Inception” and “Skyfall”
at a similar point in the same territories.

In Korea, “Noah” dominated with $8.3
million from 500 screens, topping the
grosses of all the other films in the market
combined. 

The $5.7 million from 635 theaters that
“Noah” scored in Mexico was the biggest
opening of the year in that country, and the
best ever for a film starring Crowe there.
“Noah,” which co-stars Anthony Hopkins,

Emma Watson, Logan Lerman and Jennifer
Connelly, will open in 20 more foreign mar-
kets next week, including Russia and
Australia.

Disney ’s “Need for Speed” was the
biggest overseas earner this weekend, with
$29 million from 56 foreign markets.
DreamWorks’ video game-based hot car
film starring Aaron Paul of TV’s “Breaking
Bad” opened at No. 1 in Germany with $3
million for distributor Disney. It also fell just
47 percent in its second week in China,
where it has taken in a whopping $41.7 mil-
lion in 10 days, and just 49 percent in
Russia, where it’s total is over $10 million.
“Need for Speed” has taken in $126 million
worldwide, with $96 million of that coming
from international. Warner Bros’ R-rated
sword-and-sandals sequel “300: Rise of an
Empire” added $21 million from 64 markets
to raises its international total to $195.4
million. With its $93.7 million domestic haul
added in, it’s at $289 million worldwide.
The original “300” wound up with $456 mil-
lion globally. — Agencies 

Indonesia bans Hollywood epic
‘Noah’ over Islamic concerns

Review: Shakira’s
new album should 

be much better

Shakira’s domination in America has dwindled
since she became a hip-swiveling goddess of

festive pop hits like “Whenever, Wherever” and
“Hips Don’t Lie.” Already a superstar in her native
Colombia, the multitalented singer-songwriter-
instrumentalist took the American pop scene by
storm when she made her US language debut in
2001 with personal, rich songs about romance and
more. But her recent albums haven’t matched the
spark, edge and charisma from her work a decade
ago, and her new self-titled release, while enjoy-
able at times, doesn’t showcase this Grammy-win-
ning, Golden Globe-nominated superstar in the
right light.

“Shakira,” her tenth album, features the 37-year-
old taking a back seat as lead songwriter and pro-
ducer, and that doesn’t come off as a wise move.
“Dare (La La La),” helmed by Dr Luke, Max Martin
and others, sounds like a Jennifer Lopez song, and
that’s not a compliment (sorry, Jenny). While
Shakira’s stint as a judge on “The Voice” has been
pleasurable to watch, her duet with fellow mentor
Blake Shelton on the country-feeling “Medicine” is a
bore, though it was co-written by Academy Award
nominee and hit country songwriter Hillary
Lindsey.

Even the duet with Rihanna, the up-tempo lead
single “Can’t Remember to Forget You,” comes off as
a cry for a pop hit. The song lacks energy though
two superstars are part of it, and the collaboration
feels forced (Rihanna and Shakira are both signed
to Roc Nation management). The album’s lyrics also
lack emotion and depth. It’s a far stretch from
Shakira’s earlier songs, such as her Latin pop break-
through “Estoy Aqui (I’m Here)” or the part-gritty,
part- bouncy “La Tortura.” The new album follows in
the footsteps of her last two albums, 2009’s “She
Wolf” and 2010’s “Sale el Sol,” which have bright
spots, but still didn’t carry the oomph and appeal
of her earlier work.

Shakira does move the needle a bit on the reg-
gae-laced “Cut Me Deep,” which features the band
Magic! Nasir Atweh, the band’s lead singer, is part
of the songwriting duo The Messengers, who have
penned hits for Justin Bieber, Chris Brown and
Pitbull. “Spotlight,” co-written by Lindsey and pro-
duced by Greg Kurstin, sounds arena-ready, which
is excellent for an entertaining performer like
Shakira. And the album’s most honest moment is
“23,” a sweet ode to her 1-year-old son’s father, soc-
cer player Gerard Pique, who is 10 years younger
than Shakira (he was 23 when they met). She co-
wrote the simple guitar tune with Luis Fernando
Ochoa, who collaborated with Shakira on her third
album and major label debut, 1996’s “Pies
Descalzos.” Full-blown reunion please? —AP

This CD cover image released by RCA shows the
latest release by ‘Shakira.’ — AP

Nancy Wilson of the classic rock band Heart performs in
concert at the American Music Theater on Monday in
Lancaster, Pa. — AP

Mark Wahlberg, star of the upcoming
“Transformers: Age of Extinction,” is
promising the fourth installment

of the Michael Bay-directed franchise will
be a huge hit. “For moviegoers all over the
world, I guarantee this will take it up a
notch,” Wahlberg said Monday at the annu-
al movie-theater convention CinemaCon.
Paramount Vice Chairman Rob Moore said
Bay was hesitant to return to the franchise
until they were able to zero in on the right
story and cast that would capture his
imagination. “Michael promised me it
would be a very different, stand-alone
movie, which it  absolutely is,” said
Wahlberg. “It is bigger and better than the
other three (films) combined. This will be
the biggest movie of 2014.”

In the action film, Wahlberg, who reteams
with Bay after last year’s “Pain and Gain,” plays
Cade Yeager, an automobile mechanic who
discovers a rundown truck, which is really a
transformer. Soon, he’s the target of
Autobots, Decepticons and the government.
With a series of “Transformers” films, which
featured a consistent cast including Shia
LaBeouf, Josh Duhamel and Tyrese Gibson,
Wahlberg admitted he’s feeling the pressure
of stepping into the shoes of the other actors.
But he says he “had to jump at the opportuni-
ty because I really feel like it is probably the

most iconic franchise in movie history.”

A pleasant surprise 
Wahlberg was joined on stage by his

co-stars and CinemaCon Rising Stars award
recipients Nicola Peltz, who plays his
daughter, Tessa Yeager, and Jack Reynor,
who portrays Tessa’s boyfriend, Shane. But

the surprise guest was Wahlberg’s 10-year-
old daughter, Ella, who is not in the film,
but accompanied her dad to Vegas. “This is
(Ella’s) first time in Vegas and hopefully her
last,” Wahlberg joked. The actor flexes his
protective daddy disposition in the
upcoming action film as well. His Cade
comically nags daughter Tessa about her
tiny shorts and the boyfriend he didn’t
know she had, offering a glimpse into the
humor of the new film.

Though Bay was expected to attend
CinemaCon to also plug “Age of
Extinction,” Wahlberg says the filmmaker
was confined to the edit bay to finalize the
film’s special effects. 

Or could he have been afraid of another
teleprompter mishap? “He wanted me to
make sure that you all understand that the
effects are temp,” added Wahlberg of the
extended preview shown to the industry
crowd. Unfinished or not, the impressive
footage, including bigger, more powerful
robots, sharper battle scenes and a fresh
crop of good-looking movie stars, could be
just the thing to drive home Wahlberg’s
No. 1 film prediction and cap Bay’s mas-
sively successful series, which together
have grossed over $2.6 bil l ion.
“Transformers: Age of Extinction” is due
June 27. — AP

Wahlberg guarantees a 
hit with ‘Transformers’

Mark Wahlberg, right, a cast member in the upcoming film ‘Transformers: Age of
Extinction,’ addresses the audience as fellow cast members Nicola Peltz, second from
left, and Jack Reynor, third from left, and Wahlberg’s daughter Ella look on during
the Opening Night Presentation from Paramount Pictures at CinemaCon 2014 on
Monday in Las Vegas. — AP

Disney Channel star 

Bella Thorne set for new 

‘Amityville’ horror movie

Disney Channel sensation Bella Thorne is set to star in the
new “Amityville” horror movie for Dimension Films and
Blumhouse Productions, multiple individuals familiar

with the project have told TheWrap. Franck Khalfoun (“Maniac”)
will  direct the fright flick, which according to Bloody
Disgusting, will also star Jennifer Jason Leigh. Daniel Farrands
and Casey La Scala co-wrote the script and are expected to pro-
duce with Jason Blum of hit factory Blumhouse.

Leigh will play a single mother who moves her three kids
into the “Amityville” house, which of course has a very dark his-
tory. Dimension had planned on reigniting the popular horror
franchise using a found-footage angle but that idea has been
dropped, as the format appears to have fallen out of favor with
discerning genre fans. “Amityville” remains scheduled for
release on Jan 2, 2015.

The original “Amityville Horror” was released in 1979 and
received a high-profile remake in 2005 that starred Ryan
Reynolds and Chloe Moretz. The franchise is based on Jay
Anson’s book “The Amityville Horror: A True Story.”

Thorne, who starred on the hit Disney Channel series “Shake
It Up!,” will soon be seen in Voltage Pictures’ thriller “Home
Invasion.” She also co-stars in the Disney movie “Alexander and
the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day,” as well as the
Adam Sandler comedy “Blended.” She’s repped by WME, LBI
Entertainment and attorney Howard Fishman. — Reuters

It was extremely hard for Dwayne Johnson to keep his
“Hercules” look under wraps while filming the Brett Ratner-
directed movie in Hungary last year. But he did it for the

greater good of the big reveal. “As an actor, not showing my
chiseled, extraordinary, handsome face was a tremendous sac-
rifice for me,” he joked on Monday before the premiere of the
film’s trailer at Las Vegas movie-theater convention

CinemaCon. “Paramount, MGM and I made a pact,” he added.
“We wanted to make a massive global and entertaining movie
while doing all we could to never reveal the actual look of
Hercules.”

Slowly rolling out photos from the set of the film for the
past few months via his Twitter page, Johnson aimed to bring
fans along on his journey - from his training to his diet and
prep. On Sunday, the 41-year-old actor finally unveiled his
“Hercules” look in its entirety. Via Twitter
(http://bit.ly/1rsmwPM), he posted a photo revealing his full
beard, shoulder-length brown locks and armor. In the caption
accompanying the photo he wrote: “The world’s first super-
hero. #TilDeathOrVictory.” We’re offered hints of the Greek
hero’s abilities in the film’s trailer, which debuts wide yesterday.
In it, Hercules battles the multiheaded Lernaean hydra water
monster, the behemoth Erymanthian boar and the massive
Nemean lion. In the following clip he classically dons the
skinned lion as a headpiece.

But, of course, Hercules is a multifaceted figure, so we’re
also treated to a brief snapshot of the hero absorbed in a ten-
der lip-lock. The teaser’s conclusion takes us right back to the
barbarousness, with the Greek hero fiercely yelling, “I am
Hercules!” At 6 feet 5 inches, the extremely muscular Johnson
said he trained harder for “Hercules,” which hits theaters July
25, than any other role. “But in the end,” he added. “It was all
well worth it.” — AP

How Dwayne Johnson 
kept ‘Hercules’ look a secret

Dwayne Johnson, star of the upcoming film ‘Hercules,’
introduces a clip from the film at the Opening Night
Presentation from Paramount Pictures at CinemaCon
2014 on Monday, March in Las Vegas. — AP



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2014

l if e s t y l e

Only a handful of professional musi-
cians can play it, but a rare instru-
ment banned in the 19th century is

making a comeback, and even seducing a
new generation of rock and electro stars.
The glass armonica, invented by US found-
ing father Benjamin Franklin in the 18th
century, was blamed for driving musicians
crazy, and is not taught in any of the
world’s top conservatories. “There are five
or six of us who play it, for our own pleas-
ure. It ’s a very small community,” said
Frenchman Thomas Bloch, one of the exclu-
sive musical club.

But now Bloch has been invited by the
Los Angeles Opera to play the instrument-
which he jokingly says looks like a rotating
glass kebab-in the Donizetti opera “Lucia di
Lammermoor,” which runs until April 6. The
spelling, without an “h,” was ordained by
Franklin himself,  even if some have
tweaked it to harmonica. It is based on the
Italian word “armonia,” meaning harmony,
evoking the instrument’s harmonic rich-
ness. It is in fact a sophisticated version of
an “instrument” that everyone knows: a
glass filled with water, which produces a
high-pitched ringing sound when a mois-
tened finger is drawn around its lip.

Franklin got the idea after seeing musi-
cians in London “playing” rows of glasses,
filled with water to varying levels to make
different notes-but wanted a more easily
transportable version. “So he asked a glass
blower to create 37 bowls of different sizes,
tuned chromatically over three octaves,”
Bloch told AFP. The bowls are fitted inside
each other without touching and fixed on a
rotating horizontal axle, the speed of which
can be controlled by a pedal. The player
makes music by sliding fingers across them,
moistened with a mix of water and chalk.

The whole thing looks a bit like a mix-
ture of “a sewing machine and a translu-
cent kebab,” the Gallic musician quipped.
The instrument was a hit as soon as it was
created. France’s Queen Marie-Antoinette
herself played it.  “There are believed to
have been about 4,000 armonicas built
between 1761 and 1835. It was played in
salons above all,” said Bloch. Mozart discov-
ered the instrument from the famous doc-
tor Franz Anton Mesmer who used it to
relax his patients-and liked it so much he
used it for his final chamber music work.
Beethoven, Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach,
Saint-Saens, and later on Richard Strauss,
also composed music for the glass armoni-
ca, which was nicknamed “the angels’
organ” by Paganini. 

Instrument revived in 1982 
But the instrument’s success was not

without controversy. Critics said its ethereal
sound provoked premature births, made
animals roar and felled “the strongest man
in less than an hour,” according to an 1804
medical dictionary. And above all,  it

allegedly made its players go crazy. “At first
they thought it was due to its rich harmon-
ics. But the real problem was the lead,” said
Bloch.  In the 18th century armonicas were
made of crystal, composed of 24 percent
lead. And the black paint applied to some
of the bowls-resembling the black keys on
a piano keyboard-were also full of the toxic
metal.

“Touching these instruments every day
for 15 or 20 years could be a real problem,
specifically with lead poisoning,” he said. In
1835, German police finally decided to ban
the glass armonica, which was gradually
forgotten about. Until, that is, a German-
born master glass blower living near
Boston, Gerhard Finkenbeiner, decided to
start making them again in 1982. His work-
shop remains the only manufacturer of the
instrument, which costs some 15,000 euros
(about $20,650). 

Its resurrection was accompanied by a
revival of music for it-some 400 pieces
exist,  including notably “Lucia di
Lammermoor,” in which the armonica had
been replaced by flutes. It was Bloch who
oversaw the “re-creation” of the opera in its
original version in the 1980s. But the
instrument’s sounds have also drawn a
new generation of musicians, including
Icelandic songstress Bjork and avant-garde
composer John Cage. It was also used in
the 1975 hit film “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest”. “Clearly if it was taught for-
mally it would allow the instrument to be
more widely known,” said Bloch.  But the
musician has already been spreading the
word, having worked with Radiohead and
Tom Waits, as well as electro stars Gorillaz
and Daft Punk.— AFP

‘Angels’ organ’ makes
heavenly comeback

In this image released yesterday, Kitties Mama, center, poses with fans at the Monster High Frights, Camera, Action! — AP

A guillotine is pictured in its auction room in Nantes, western France. — AFP photos

A19th century guillotine in perfect
working order goes up for auction
in France on Thursday and is

expected to fetch up to 60,000 euros
($82,000), the auctioneers said. The wood,
iron, steel and brass guillotine, synony-
mous with the 1789 French Revolution,
was used to behead people in the second
half of the 19th century. It will be auc-
tioned on Thursday in the northern city of
Nantes and auctioneer Francois-Xavier
Duflos said it was expected to fetch
between 50,000 and 60,000 euros.

“It is rare for this type of object to go
to auction, so it is rather difficult to set a
price, but we have taken into account its
rarity,” he said. “It would be nice if it
remained in a historic setting, either on

display in a chateau or in a public collec-
tion,” he said. Duflos said the guillotine
was used by the army but he did not
elaborate. The guillotine has been in pri-
vate hands for over a century and the cur-
rent owner had it passed down to him
from his grandfather, who apparently
bought it in the early 20th century. The
blade of the guillotine bears the inscrip-
tion “Armees de la Republique,” a revolu-
tionary force created to defend France
from its neighbors after the 1789 French
Revolution. — AFP

‘Working’ guillotine 

up for auction in France

Chilean filmmaker Pablo LarraÌn (“No”) is
in negotiations to direct the new
“Scarface” movie for Universal Pictures

and Marc Shmuger’s Global Produce, TheWrap
has learned. “Scarface” will reimagine the core
immigrant story told in both the 1932 and
1983 films. Universal’s update will be an origi-
nal story set in modern day Los Angeles that
follows a Mexican immigrant’s rise in the crim-
inal underworld as he strives for the American
Dream.

Two-time Oscar nominee Paul Attanasio
(“Donnie Brasco”) wrote the current draft of
the screenplay. Marc Shmuger, who won this
year’s PGA Award for Best Documentary (“We
Steal Secrets”), is producing the film under his
Global Produce banner along with Marty
Bregman, who produced the 1983 movie. The
filmmakers plan to cast an authentic Latino
who is bilingual and bicultural as the lead
character, whose name will be Tony, though
his last name won’t be Camonte (1932) or
Montana (1983). While Oscar Isaac, Edgar
Ramirez and Michael Pena rank among
Hollywood’s top Latino stars who are age-
appropriate for the role, the producers are
also open to casting a complete unknown in
the name of authenticity.

Howard Hawks and Richard Rosson co-
directed the 1932 “Scarface” starring Paul
Muni and produced by Howard Hughes. The
original movie, which followed an Italian
immigrant’s rise to power in Chicago, is now
considered a landmark gangster film. It drew
controversy for its violence and sat on a shelf
for more than a year as the filmmakers made
the edits necessary to secure distribution.

Even then, a dozen states refused to show it
theatrically. 

‘More mythic’
“Scarface” was then remade in 1983 by

director Brian De Palma and writer Oliver
Stone, who updated the story to follow a
Cuban immigrant’s (Al Pacino) epic rise to
power in Miami. The new “Scarface” will be a
more mythic origin story that explores where
Tony’s physical and emotional wounds come
from and how they shaped him as a man.
LarraÌn won the coveted job with his com-
manding and passionate vision. An insider
told TheWrap that LarraÌn really connected to
the material and, as someone who has never
worked within the Hollywood studio system,
he brought an outsider perspective that
allowed him to relate to the main character
and his narrative.

“Harry Potter” filmmaker David Yates had
previously been in negotiations to direct but
his commitment to “Tarzan” prevented him
from signing on. Universal executives Jon
Mone and Jay Polidoro will oversee “Scarface”
for the studio. LarraÌn is the acclaimed direc-
tor of “Tony Manero” and the 2012 Gael Garcia
Bernal movie “No,” which was nominated for
the foreign language Oscar. At Cannes, the
film won the Art Cinema Award - the top
prize in the festival’s Directors’ Fortnight.
LarraÌn, who is currently directing an opera in
Chile, is repped by CAA and Management
360. — Reuters

Teen adventure “Divergent” emerged
as the North American box office
champion at the weekend, leaving

also just-released “Muppets Most Wanted”
trailing in a distant second place, industry
figures showed Monday. Taking an estimat-
ed $54.6 million, “Divergent,” the dystopian
tale of a young woman in a futuristic socie-
ty, is based on the popular young adult
novel of the same name. There had been
rumors that the movie, targeting the same
teen audience as the blockbuster “Hunger
Games” and “Twilight” franchises, might dis-
appoint at the box office. 

But its director Neil Burger and star
actress Shailene Woodley will be relieved
with a relatively strong debut return on the
movie’s estimated $85 million budget.
“Divergent,” a sequel to which is already in
the works, easily beat “Muppets Most
Wanted,” which earned $17 million in its
first weekend. The box office debut for
Kermit and Co’s latest outing compared to
$29 million earned by 2011’s “The Muppets”
on its first weekend. Tina Fey, Ty Burrell and
Ricky Gervais star in a European adventure
in which a Russian-accented Kermit look-
alike takes the Muppet gang for a ride.

Coming in third was animated film “Mr
Peabody & Sherman,” based on characters
from the 1960s television cartoon “Rocky
and Bullwinkle.” Slipping from last week’s
first-place spot, the film earned $11.8 mil-
lion in its third weekend, figures from
Exhibitor Relations showed. In its first

weekend in theaters, the religiously
themed “God’s Not Dead,” which tells the
story of a college freshman who debates
with his atheist philosophy professor,
debuted in fourth place with $9.2 million.

Ancient Greece fantasy-action movie
“300: Rise of an Empire,” the gory follow-up
to the 2007 hit “300,” landed in fifth with
$8.5 million. And fast-paced, car-chase
action movie “Need for Speed,” inspired by
the videogame of the same name, earned
$7.9 million, falling from third to sixth. Wes
Anderson’s quirky “The Grand Budapest
Hotel” climbed one spot to seventh with
just under $6.8 million. And eighth place
went to “Non-Stop,” the Liam Neeson action
movie set on a long-haul flight. The film
added another $6.4 million to its total earn-
ings.

Falling to ninth was hit animated film
“The Lego Movie,” inspired by the children’s
toy building blocks, which took in $4.1 mil-
lion. And rounding out the top 10 with $3.1
million was “The Single Moms Club,” the lat-
est offering from prolific actor-director
Tyler Perry, about five struggling mothers
who set aside their differences to bond in a
support group. — AFP

‘Scarface’ remake: Universal hiring 
Chilean director Pablo Larrain 

‘Divergent’ debuts as US box office champ

This photo released by Summit Entertainment, LLC shows
Maggie Q, left, as Tori and Shailene Woodley as Beatrice
‘Tris’ Prior, in the film, ‘Divergent.’ — AP
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Atlantis - the flagship resort on The Palm - was the first
resort to open its doors on Dubai’s revolutionary
island. Created by Kerzner International Holdings

Limited, a leading international developer and operator of
destination resorts, the stunning resort welcomed their first
guests on 24 September 2008. 

With its enviable location atop the crescent of The Palm,
the opening of Atlantis was a landmark event, redefining
tourism in Dubai as the first truly integrated entertainment
destination resort. Reflecting Chairman Sol Kerzner’s vision
to transport guests into a dazzling, imaginative world, the
resort encompasses a 46 hectare site with 17 hectares of
water themed amusement at Aquaventure Waterpark,
extensive fresh and salt-water pools and lagoon exhibits, an
open-aired marine habitat second only to Mother Nature, a
seemingly endless stretch of beach, luxury boutiques,
numerous dining choices including three world renowned
chef restaurants, an exciting nightlife experience, award-
winning ShuiQi Spa & Fitness, and 5,600 square meters of
meeting and function space. 

‘’Out of a vision that married the wonders of marine life
with stunning elegance and sweeping views of the Arabian
Gulf alongside the most exciting water playground in this
part of the world, we have developed an experience within
Atlantis that is truly different than the existing pleasures of
Dubai. We’re very proud,” shared Sol Kerzner. 

Water experiences 
Water adventures, salt and fresh water attractions and an

open-air marine habitat are the focal point of Atlantis for
both guests and visitors: 

Aquaventure Waterpark - a water playground of over 18
million liters of water, consisting of extraordinary rides with
cascades, tidal waves and rapids, and the Mesopotamian-
styled Ziggurat temple reaching over 30 meters into the sky
and featuring seven heart-pumping water slides - two of
which catapult riders through shark-filled lagoons; 

The Ambassador Lagoon - an 11 million liter marine habi-
tat and underwater exhibit home to several hundred species
of marine life, with a viewing panel looking right into the
mystical ruins of Atlantis; 

The Lost Chambers Aquarium - bringing the myth of
Atlantis to life through a maze of underground tunnels
offering underwater views into the boulevards of the ruins
of Atlantis; and, 

Dolphin Bay - a 4.5 hectare state-of-the-art dolphin edu-
cation and conservation centre allowing guests the oppor-
tunity to meet and interact with one of the world’s most
charismatic animals in an unparalleled habitat.  Guests of
Atlantis have unlimited complimentary access to The Lost
Chambers Aquarium and Aquaventure Waterpark allowing
them to enjoy an approximate value of AED385 per day per
adult and AED290 per day for children less than 1.2 meters
as admission is included in the room rate. 

In a tribute to the surrounding sea, designers and artists
from around the world created the ultimate resort destina-
tion with a stunning array of sculptures, artwork, hand-
painted murals, exquisite fountains and waterfalls and inno-
vative design by some of the world’s most renowned
designers including David Rockwell, Adam D Tihany, Jeffrey
Beers and Wilson and Associates.

The Royal Towers accommodation 
Each of the guestrooms and suites in the Royal Towers

provide private balconies and views over The Palm or
Arabian Gulf. Guests may choose from a variety of accom-
modation including the indulgent: 

Imperial Club - a ‘resort within a resort’ with over 150
rooms and suites, exclusive services and private club lounge;
Royal Bridge Suite - spanning the Royal Towers, a private lift
takes guests 22 storeys above Atlantis for heart-stopping
views of The Palm, Dubai and The Arabian Gulf; 

Underwater Suites - each three stories high with mes-
merizing views directly into The Ambassador Lagoon from
the master bedroom, these two suites located within The
Lost Chambers, Neptune and Poseidon create an illusion of
being beneath the sea whilst looking directly into the heart
of Atlantis. 

Award-winning cuisine and designer shopping 
With over 21 restaurants, bars and lounges to suit every

taste - sophisticated seafood, innovative sushi, quick bites
and foods from around the world - the dining and entertain-
ment at Atlantis is as exciting and multi-faceted as the resort
itself. Two world-renowned chefs have restaurants at
Atlantis, making the resort the culinary destination in Dubai: 

World-class master chef and sushi mogul Nobuyuki

Matsuhisa opened Nobu with partner Robert DeNiro; 
Michelin star chef Giorgio Locatelli, one of London’s most

world-renowned Italian chefs, features Ronda Locatelli; 
The specialty restaurants are located along The Avenues,

a sophisticated retail promenade also home to the nightlife
experience, N’Dulge and over two dozen shops featuring
top names in fashion, design and local artistry. 

Shuiqi Spa & Fitness 
ShuiQi Spa & Fitness at Atlantis captures the imagination

and curiosity of guests and draws them into a haven of
relaxation and well-being. Upon entering the two-storey
2,400 square meter Spa in the Royal Towers, guests are
greeted by a serene water wall to begin the journey to relax-
ation. The earthy hues and streaming water pathway guide
guests on their voyage to tranquility and onto the entryway
of the 27 treatment rooms where both wet and dry thera-
pies are offered. The Royal Spa Suite includes a private
pedestal jetted tub, lounge area and terrace, all large

enough to share, whilst the treatment room allows for cou-
ple therapies. ShuiQi further offers full salon services for his
and hers beautifying sessions, and the menu is as extensive
as it is enduring with offerings ranging from Spa journeys to
body therapies. 

Destination discovery 
From surreal sea life to heart-pounding water slides, even

the youngest guests are able to explore Atlantis and its deep
connection to water and the ocean. Specialized programs
for toddlers to teenagers feature dedicated facilities and
age-appropriate activities with the interactive Atlantis Kids
Club (3 to 12 years) and Club Rush, a fully supervised ‘No

Adults’ private club for teenagers and pre-teens. The Zone
satisfies those looking for the ultimate gaming challenge on
the latest SEGA equipment.

The vision 
Atlantis’ Mission is to become the world’s leader in

marine animal experiences there-by inspiring passionate
participation in protecting our oceans and creating life-long
memories through entertainment, education, conservation
and research. Atlantis, The Palm is implementing targeted
scientific studies with local fishery and educational partners
to provide an enhanced marine knowledge of the waters
surrounding the United Arab Emirates. From these studies, a
breed and release programme is initiated for various
species, similar to the successful programme at Atlantis,
Paradise Island with sea life found in the waters of The
Bahamas. 

Atlantis, The Palm 
Home to the largest water themed attraction in Dubai
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Visitors admire cherry blossoms which begin blooming at Shinjuku Gyoen park in Tokyo yesterday. — AP/AFP photos

Spring officially arrived in Tokyo yester-
day when Japan’s weather agency
announced the start of the cherry

blossom season. Forecasters watching
trees at the capital’s central Yasukuni Shrine
said the city’s first blossoms had appeared
there, marking the beginning of two weeks
in which Tokyo’s parks, temple grounds,
schools and streets will explode in pinks
and whites.

“Cherry blossom is a good gauge to let
us know that spring is here,” a Japan
Meteorological Agency official said, adding
that this year’s first blossoms had appeared
at the usual time. Japanese culture prizes

the perfect but delicate blossom, whose
transience they only last a week-is seen as a
reminder of the fragility of life. Trees in
Tokyo will be in full bloom in about a
week’s time, turning parks into huge picnic
areas where friends, family and colleagues
gather for sometimes raucous, alcohol-
fuelled celebrations that can last for hours.
Much of the west of the country is already
in bloom, while the north will see flowers
as late as May.—AFP

Spring arrives in 

Japan with first 

cherry blossoms

Under a huge white tent in the desert dust of Jordan, 100 Syrian
refugee children, their own lives blighted, rehearse King Lear, one of
Shakespeare’s great tragedies. They form a circle around Syrian

actor-turned-director Nawwar Bulbul, who has worked with them for more
than two months at Zaatari refugee camp in the hope of drawing attention
to their plight. “I seek to revive laughter and joy among children to help
them express themselves,” said Bulbul, who was in several hit soap operas
at home before falling foul of President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime and flee-
ing into exile.

“I seek to reproduce their childhood, which has been destroyed by war.”
Jordan currently hosts more than 500,000 Syrian refugees including
100,000 in Zaatari-more than half of them children. Laughter, joy and child-
hood innocence are not commonly associated with the story of Lear, an
ageing monarch who decides to divide his kingdom among his three
daughters.  Because of a misunderstanding, he disinherits the only one
who truly loves him. The others betray Lear, destroying not only his family
but also his kingdom.

The king goes mad, raging against his misfortune. “Blow, winds, and
crack your cheeks! Rage! Blow!” he rails in a storm, calling on the sky to
send down “sulphurous and thought-executing fires” to “singe my white
head!”Majd Ammari, a green-eyed 13-year-old from conflict hotspot Daraa,
is entranced by his role as Lear.

Shakespeare in classical Arabic 
He will of course not utter those thundering lines in the Bard’s English,

but in classical Arabic. “This makes me happy. I really want to become an
actor when I grow up,” said Majd, who fled to Jordan with his 10-member
family last year. Bulbul has adapted and modified the play to make it more
suitable for the children, and says it “has nothing to do with politics and the
Syrian uprising”. “I only took the roots of the story-that there is a dying king
who wants to divide his realm among his three daughters. Two of them are
liars and the third is honest.

“I focused on the comparison between lying and telling the truth,” said
the actor from the Syrian city of Homs. “I focused on what is interesting for
children. All children like acting. A boy likes to play the role of king, prince,
knight, while a girl wants to become a princess.” Bulbul said he chose Lear
because he feared “a play about the bombs that fell on people’s heads in
Syria would not interest” children who have become jaded by the death
and destruction they have seen. The actor, who left Syria after being black-
listed for joining anti-regime protests, said he gets little support in Zaatari.
He depended on friends to buy the tent and help gather equipment and
props.

‘Children pay the price’ 
Boys line up to the right and girls, most wearing headscarves, to the left

as Lear stands in the centre holding a wooden sceptre, listening to his
daughters pitch their expressions of loyalty. All of the children are under
15, and most come from Daraa and the Damascus area. “We want to tell
the West: ‘Leave the children out of this dirty game of war.’ They have noth-
ing to do with war, but they always pay the price,” Bulbul said. “Children
should be playing with toys and learning science, arts and music. “When I
first came here, children were using the language of war... tanks, bullets
and bombs. But that has changed now. To me, this is an achievement.”

Bulbul plans to stage the play at Zaatari on March 27, World Theatre
Day. Written invitations have been arranged for UN chief Ban Ki-moon,
actress and UN special envoy Angelina Jolie and French football legend
Zinedine Zidane. “To me, the children are the real revolutionaries.
Performing Shakespeare’s play in the heart of Zaatari is a different kind of a
revolution against politics and society,” Bulbul said. Bushra Nasr, 13, plays
eldest daughter Goneril, while Weam Ammari, 12, is Cordelia, the one who
is wronged.

“The play brought joy to all of us. We needed that,” said Nasr, who fled
to Jordan with her five sisters and two brothers a year ago. Ammari, who
has five sisters and a brother, said she has finally found something to enter-

tain her. “My role was not easy at first because I had to speak classical
Arabic. But now, everything is smooth and I have a lot of friends. It makes
me feel much better. “I do not feel lonely any more in this place.”  — AFP

Young Syrian refugees bring Lear to life in the desert

Syrian refugee children flash the sign for victory as they pose for a group photo outside the
‘Shakespeare tent’ after rehearsing King Lear, one of Shakespeare’s great tragedies at the sprawling
Zaatari refugee camp in Jordanian desert near the border with Syria on March 8, 2014. — AFP photos

Syrian refugee Majd Ammari, 13, performs the role of King Lear as they rehearse
one of Shakespeare’s great tragedies.

Syrain refugee children perform King Lear, one of Shakespeare’s great tragedies. Syrian refugee Majd Ammari, 13, performs the role of King Lear as they rehearse.
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