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KUWAIT: Indonesian nationals residing in
Kuwait will cast their votes on April 4 at the
Indonesian embassy premises to elect the coun-
try’s new People’s Legislative Assembly.  The
Indonesian nationals who have the right to vote
including those who live in Kuwait are eligible
to cast their vote in the general elections that
will be held throughout Indonesia and at all
Indonesian embassies all over the world, said

head of the Indonesian Overseas Election
Committee in Kuwait.

Addressing a meeting at the embassy, Alex
Syafei, the chairman of the Indonesian Overseas
Election Committee in Kuwait, said yesterday
that the committee or PPLN will set up eight
polling booths on the premises of the
Indonesian embassy where Indonesian nation-
als can cast their votes starting from 8 am to 6
pm. 

The decision to choose April 4, 2014, a Friday,

for Indonesia’s general election in Kuwait has
been taken in order to encourage more people
to participate in the elections, said Syafei.

The vote-casting in the polls is based on the
permanent list of voters and additional or spe-
cial list of voters that have been updated by
PPLN can be seen on www.pplnkuwait.com.
However, those who have not yet been included
in the list are also welcome to come to the polls
by bringing any formal Indonesian identity doc-
uments such as passports and Indonesian civil
ID or KTP, he informed.

Although Indonesia’s general elections in
Kuwait will be held on April 4, 2014, the vote
counting will be held only on April 9, 2014
along with the national vote-counting. In 2014
general elections, voters will punch a hole on
the ballot paper to cast their vote instead of
mark ing on it  with a pen.  Al l  votes of
Indonesian voters in Kuwait will go to the
Jakarta I I  election area that covers North
Jakarta, South Jakarta and abroad with the
al location of  seven seats in the People’s
Legislative Assembly. 

In addition to the general elections for the
new members of the People’s Legislative
Assembly, there will also be the presidential
general elections that is scheduled to be held
on July 9, 2014.    

The PPLN in Kuwait, headed by Syafei, will
consist of representatives from Indonesian com-
munity in Kuwait.  The PPLN meanwhile called
on all Indonesian nationals in Kuwait who have
been married or 17 years old and above to
come to the polls on April 4, 2014 at the premis-
es of the Indonesian embassy in Kaifan, Block 6,
Abdul Hameed Abdulaziz Al-Sane Street, No 29.
The PPLN also sought assistance of their
employers or sponsors to allow their Indonesian
workers to participate in the elections.

Indonesians in Kuwait 
to cast votes on April 4

PPLN to set up eight polling booths

KUWAIT: Alex Syafei, the chairman of the Indonesian Overseas Election Committee in
Kuwait, addressing the meeting.

KUWAIT:  His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yesterday Minister of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs Nayef Mohammad Al-Ajmi, accompanied by Imam of the Grand
Mosque in the holy city of Makkah Maher Al-Mueaqly.

KUWAIT:  The Manager Operations Group
(EK) at Kuwait Oil Company Hamed Al-
Mutairi asserted yesterday the impor-
tance of communication among Gulf
national oil companies.

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines
of the 34th meeting of GCC national oil
companies’ production and maintenance
team, he said the regular meeting dis-
cusses all problems concerning modern
maintenance and technology, during
which members address solutions for
problems their companies face in this
concern.

The meeting consists of a joint com-

mittee from all oil companies as it has an
organizational structure where the meet-
ing is held every six months in one GCC
member country, he said, adding that the
committee, since 1999, has been working
on constant communication via the
Internet to face problems, finds solutions,
and exchange experiences on mainte-
nance and production.

In addition, he explained that KOC is
headed towards implementing a number
of projects in order to reach 4 million daily
barrels and even more, adding that there
are also several projects that would help
attain this volume of production. —KUNA

KOC stresses importance 
of communication 

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait’s Ambassador
to Malaysia Saad Al-Asousi met here
early yesterday the Malaysian
Investment Development Authority
(MIDA) Director Arham Abdul Rahman.

Al-Asousi said that he stressed the
great Kuwaiti interest in the invest-
ment opportunities provided by
Malaysia, also expressing the coun-
try’s readiness to consider them close-
ly, especially projects in oil and gas.

The diplomat offered Abdul
Rahman an official invitation to visit
Kuwait in turn, to be better intro-
duced to the investment opportuni-
ties in the country.

“Kuwait has future developmental
plans and huge projects, while
Malaysian companies have vast
expertise in the field of constriction,
which could serve Kuwait’s projects
considerably,” the ambassador said.

Al-Asousi promised MIDA director
to work hard to enhance bilateral ties
between both countries. —KUNA

Ambassador meets Malaysian
investment official

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Malaysia Saad Al-Asousi
meets Malaysian Investment Development Authority Director
Arham Abdul Rahman.

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A teachers’ workshop and
seminar to develop their proficiency
in English as well as academic
prowess will be held from March 18
to 20 in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education, the US
Embassy cultural attaché announced
yesterday. Speaking at a press con-
ference at Radisson Blu Hotel, Joel

Todd Bullock said the objective is to
provide professional development
opportunities for teachers in Kuwait,
especially those who are working in
the Ministry of Education. 

Vivian Leskes, English language
specialist at the US Department of
State, will conduct and participate
in the seminar. “Exchanging experi-
ences is part of our journey togeth-
er in strengthening our educational

cooperation,” Bullock noted.  A
Fulbright scholar in Irkuk, Serbia in
the field of teaching English, Leskes
will be arriving from the United
States today. Leskes also has exten-
sive training experiences in
Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Morocco, Peru, Tajikistan, Ukraine
and Uzbekistan. She also has experi-
ence of teaching and training in
Russia over the past 13 years. 

According to Bullock, there have
been ongoing programs between
Kuwait’s Ministry of Education and
the US Education Department
including the exchange of teachers.
“Currently, Kuwait has at least four
teachers in the US, teaching Arabic
and mastering the English lan-
guage,” he revealed. The seminar
and workshops entitled ‘Learning
for Life Educational Conference’ will
be held in various locations includ-
ing Kuwait University, Holiday Inn
Salmiya, American University of
Kuwait and Amideast. 

Education cooperation between
Kuwait and the United States has
existed over five decades now. With
regards to acquiring a US student
visa, Bullock advised parents and
students in Kuwait to apply at the
earliest possible time. “If you do not
want delays and would love to be in
the US at the appointed time, I
advise everyone to apply for stu-
dent visas early. While we always
want quicker visa issuance, there
are circumstances of delays, so
please come to us when there is
time. We always want to improve
our services though for everyone,”
he added.

‘Learning for Life Educational Conference’

KUWAIT: Joel Todd Bullock, being interviewed by local media yesterday at the Radisson Blu
Hotel in Salwa. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

JEDDAH: Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah has stressed
Kuwait’s keenness on joint work
with Saudi Arabia in the light of
the initiatives of Saudi King for
devising strategies for  youth
development in Islamic countries.

“Young people are cared for by
all due to what they represent and
their  impor tant role in the
progress of nations and future, the
interest in youth is the road to suc-
cess,” Sheikh Salman said after his
arrival.

The minister  expressed his
pleasure for being in Saudi Arabia
and in participating in the Second
OIC meeting for Ministers of Youth
and Sports, hoping that the con-
ference achieves its objectives and
be crowned with success.

Sheikh Salman expressed his
thanks to the Saudi Kingdom for
the warm reception to him and to
his accompanying delegation. 

For his part, the President of the
Saudi General Presidency of Youth
Welfare Prince Nawaf bin Faisal bin
Fahad said that the Kingdom is
keen on reuniting young Muslims,

pointing out that the hosting of
this conference confirms that.

Prince Nawaf expressed pleas-
ure for having all the participants
in the conference under the aus-
pices of the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, who always sup-
port anything that would benefit
all Islamic countries, adding that
the conference witnessed partici-
pation of about 45 Islamic states.

Earlier, Sheikh Salman arrived
here, heading a delegation to the
second conference for youth and
sports ministers of the OIC states,
due on March 17-18. —KUNA

Kuwait keen on joint work to
develop youth strategies

LONDON: The fate of the Indian monsoon
has for the first time been tracked back to
the dust particles in North Africa and West
Asia.  A new analysis of satellite data has
revealed a link between dust in North Africa
and West Asia and stronger monsoons in
India. 

The study shows that dust in the air
absorbs sunlight, west of India, warming the
air and strengthening the winds carrying
moisture eastward. 

This results in more monsoon rainfall
about a week later in India. 

The results explain one way that dust can
affect the climate, filling in previously
unknown details about the earth system. 

The study also shows that natural air-
borne particles can influence rainfall in unex-
pected ways, with changes in one location
rapidly affecting weather thousands of miles
away.  Dust absorbs sunlight that would nor-
mally reach the surface, warming the air
instead. This warmer dust-laden air draws
moist air from the tropics northward, and
strengthens the prevailing winds that move
moisture from the Arabian Sea into India,
where it falls as rain. 

Although dust plays a role in strengthen-
ing monsoons, this natural phenomenon
does not overpower many other processes
that also influence monsoons. 

Other extremely important factors
include the effect of temperature differences
between land and ocean, land use changes,

global warming and local effects of pollution
aerosols around India that can heat and cool
the air, and also affect clouds. 

The researchers analysed satellite data
and performed computer modelling of the
region to tease out the role of dust on the
Indian monsoon. 

To explore the connection, the team from
IIT Bhubaneshwar used a computer model
called CAM5 and focused on the area. 

The model included manmade aerosols
from pollution and natural sea salt and dust
aerosols. First, the team ran the model and
noted a similar connection: more aerosols in
the west meant more rainfall in the east. 

Then they systematically turned off the
contribution of each aerosol type and looked
to see if the connection remained. 

Dust turned out to be the necessary
ingredient. 

The condition that re-created stronger
rainfall in India was the rise of dust in North
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. 

They report their findings in the journal
Nature Geoscience.  India relies heavily on its
summer monsoon rains. 

“The difference between a monsoon
flood year or a dry year is about 10% of the
average summer rainfall in central India.
Variations driven by dust may be strong
enough to explain some of that year-to-year
variation,” said climate scientist Phil Rasch of
the Department of Energy’s Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory. —Gulf News

Dust over Africa, Gulf linked 
to Indian monsoon


