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Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Street cleaners take refuge under a street sign in search of shade in this file photo. Temperatures
soared in Kuwait recently, with thermostats recording 50C+ for several days. A Social Affairs and Labor
order prohibits laborers from working outside in exposed areas from 12 noon until 4pm from June 1 until
August 31. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Labor Public Authority
plans to reopen foreign workers’
recruitment to Kuwait according to
new controls to be announced later,
a senior official said. General Director
Jamal Al-Dousari did not provide
information about the nature of the
new regulations that he said are cur-
rently being put together in coopera-
tion with concerned state depart-
ments based on studies of the labor
market and its needs.

In the meantime, work permits are
only issued for workers in f ields
exempted from a ban on issuing

visas for foreign labor forces, Dousari
indicated. 

He did not give a date for when
the authority is expected to allow pri-
vate companies to resume hiring
workers from abroad. 

This comes amid reports indicat-
ing that the authority plans to allow
domestic helpers to transfer to work
in local companies, for a limited peri-
od of time before hiring in the pri-
vate sector is resumed.

The authority is coordinating with
the domestic workers department at
the Interior Ministry to allow expatri-
ate workers with article 20 visas giv-
en to domestic helpers to get an arti-

cle 18 visa for workers in the private
sector, Al-Jarida daily reported yes-
terday. 

The process will be controlled by a
set of regulations that include that
the worker must transfer to the same
sponsor or a first-degree relative,
must be living in Kuwait for at least
six months and that his or her
request be granted based on the
employer’s need for their services,
according to sources quoted in the
report. The sources added that the
labor authority has no current plans
to allow expatriates to transfer com-
mercial visit visas to work visas until
foreign recruitment is reopened.

Recruitment reopening 
date still undecided 

New controls to be announced later

By A Saleh

KUWAIT:  A Kuwait i  activist  was
released following questioning on
allegations of offending monarchies
of Gulf states, including Kuwait, as
well as posting comments in support
of the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant on Twitter.  Dr Hak im Al-
Mutairi said during investigations at
the state security service that his
account was hacked, and denied
posting the controversial tweets.
Earlier reports had suggested that he

will be remanded in custody until
investigators verify  whether his
account was hacked or not.

Mutairi is the president of the
Hezbol Ummah (Nation’s Party), an
Islamic conservative political party
that is  not recognized in Kuwait
where political parties are banned.
He is expected to be summoned by
the public prosecution for further
investigations in a case filed against
him before his release yesterday.

In other news, the appeals court
adjourned a case filed against former

MP Musallam Al-Barrak in which he is
accused of offending HH the Amir
during a public rally. The court set
the date for the next hearing on Sept
8, 2014. The criminal court had sen-
tenced Barrak to five years in prison
after finding him guilty, before the
appeals court overruled its verdict
and restarted the trial. Also yester-
day,  the cr iminal  cour t  released
bedoon activist Abdullah Atta who is
being tried for offending HH the
Amir and instigating civil disobedi-
ence. 

State security releases
political activist

KUWAIT:  A Kuwait i  lawmaker
announced plans to submit  a
request in order to hold a special
session in the parliament to discuss
the security developments in Iraq.
Islamist MP Abdurrahman Al-Jeeran
said yesterday that his proposal calls
for the National Assembly to discuss
the possible threat  that  the so -
called Islamic State in Iraq and the
Levant could have on Kuwait and
other Gulf states, as well as allega-
tions that some Kuwaitis are influ-
enced by the militant group’s radical
ideologies. He further reiterated the
importance of rejecting sectarian-
ism and maintaining unity of the

Kuwaiti people.
Jeeran joins Shiite MP Faisal Al-

Duwaisan who had indicated in ear-
lier statements that he and other
lawmakers plan to make a similar
request in order to discuss the gov-
ernment’s preparations to face ISIL’s
potential threat. Rapporteur of the
parliament’s foreign affairs commit-
tee Hamdan Al-Azmi also indicated
that  an emergenc y meeting is
expected with First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khalid Al-Sabah. 

This comes while newspapers in
Kuwait quoted government officials
who insisted that Kuwait’s borders

with Iraq are safe. They commented
on footage that went viral online
showing troops said to be ISIL rebels
approaching Kuwaiti borders, saying
that the troops shown in the video
are I raqi  army troops stationing
around oilfields. 

Al-Rai daily reported in the mean-
time that the Iraqi government has
asked Gulf  Cooperation Counci l
countries, including Kuwait, to pro-
vide urgent military aid in order to
thwar t  IS IL’s  threat .  The repor t
quotes Iraqi officials who requested
to keep their identity anonymous
due to the sensitive nature of the
subject.

MP requests special session 
to discuss Iraq developments

KUWAIT:  Kuwait International Islamic
Charity Organization (IICO) and
International Organization for
Migration (IOM) have signed an
agreement of cooperation in humani-
tarian work.

IICO’s Chairman Dr Abdullah Al-
Matouq said yesterday, at the signing
ceremony that the organization has
established partnership with many
charity organizations locally, regional-
ly and internationally.

Signing a cooperation agreement

with IOM would add to the organiza-
tion’s long history of setting up
humanitarian and aid projects, Al-
Matouq said.

It was an easy choice for IOM to
partner with IICO due to the latter’s
credibility and pioneering role in phil-
anthropic work, head of IOM’s mission
Iman Uraiqat pointed out at the event.

This partnership would provide
expertise and consultations in the aid
and humanitarian businesses as well
as raising awareness in curtailing

global matters.
The International Organization for

Migration is an intergovernmental
organization. It works to help ensure
the orderly and humane management
of migration, to promote international
cooperation on migration issues, to
assist in the search for practical solu-
tions to migration problems and to
provide humanitarian assistance to
migrants in need, be they refugees,
displaced persons or other uprooted
people. —KUNA

IICO, IOM sign agreement on 
humanitarian cooperation

KUWAIT: A female citizen yesterday lost control over her sports car in Shuwaik Industrial Area and slammed into a
row of parked vehicles damaging at least six of them in addition to her own. — Photos by  Yasser Al-Zayyat

Update sustainable development initiative
C A I R O :  Eg y p t ’s  E nv i ro n m e n t
Minister Laila Eskandar underlined
the impor tance of  updating Arab
sustainable development initiative to
cope with its current priorities and
capabilities.

At the opening speech of extraor-
dinary session of the Arab environ-
ment ministers meeting, Eskander
stated that water security, counter-
ing desertification, climate change,

protection of the natural resources
should be top priorities for any joint
Arab action in this regard.

She highlighted the need to coor-
dinate and unify Arab stances at the
international events and organiza-
tions.

Eskander urged the international
community and organizations to pro-
vide Arab countries with technical
and financial help to implement the

o u tco m e  o f  t h e  U n i te d  N a t i o n s
Co n fe re n ce  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e
Development (Rio+20 Conference).

In the Rio+20 outcome document,
U n i te d  N a t i o n s  M e m b e r  S t a te s
renewed their commitment to sus-
tainable development and to ensur-
ing the “promotion of an economical-
ly, socially and environmentally sus-
tainable future for our planet and for
future generations.—KUNA


