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PARIS: Spain’s Rafael Nadal serves the ball to Argentina’s Leonardo Mayer during their third round match of  the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium. — AP

PARIS: Rafael Nadal shrugged off another bout of
back pain to charge into the last 16 of the French
Open yesterday with an imposing 6-2, 7-5, 6-2 win
over Leonardo Mayer of Argentina.

Seeking to become the first man to win five
straight titles in Paris and the first to win nine times
at the same Grand Slam, Nadal has lost just 19
games in getting to the last 16.

At the same stage last year en route to his
eighth French Open title, Nadal had dropped two
sets and lost 48 games. Mayer, ranked 65th in the
world, had little to offer as Nadal led from the start
and was able to play well within his limits and still
race away with the match.

The only blip came in the eighth game of the
second set when Mayer broke for the first time in
the match to level at 4-4.

But minutes later Nadal snuffed out any nascent
threat to go two sets clear and the outcome was a

formality after that.
The Spaniard’s record at Roland Garros since

2005 is now 62 wins for one loss, that coming
against Robin Soderling of Sweden in a 2009 fourth
round match.

“It was a positive first week - under control and
winning in straight sets is better and I’m happy for
that,” he said. Only cloud on the horizon for Nadal
was ongoing problems with his troublesome back
that caused him to take some of the pace off his
serve.

“I felt a little bit my back, that’s why I slowed
down a little bit the serve,” he said. “I had the prob-
lem in Australia. It’s real, but during my career I
have had a few problems.”

Next up for the Spaniard, who will turn 28 on
Tuesday, is little-known Serb Dusan Lajovic, who
saw off American hope Jack Sock 6-4, 7-5, 6-3.

Asked if he would asking for advice on how to

tackle Nadal from fellow Serb Novak Djokovic,
Lajovic wryly replied: “Yeah, I will try to ask every-
body some tips against Rafa.

“You need to have a lot of tips and confidence
to beat him, but I hope to enjoy the match if he
wins and to give my best.” 

The man Nadal defeated in last year’s final, fel-
low Spaniard David Ferrer, also reached the last
16 by defeating Andreas Seppi of Italy 6-2, 7-6
(7/2), 6-3.

The fifth seed had little difficulty in despatching
a player he had taken on six times previously and
not dropped a single set.

He will now go on to take on 19th seed Kevin
Anderson of South Africa who moved through
when opponent Ivo Karlovic of Croatia retired with
a back injury after losing the first set 6-3.

With 35-year-old Karlovic measuring 2.11m (6ft
11in) and Anderson 2.03m (6ft 8in) their towering

showdown out on Court 2 had been billed as the
tallest match in Grand Slam history, but it lasted
only 43 minutes. Anderson also reached the last 16
last year in Paris, the first South African to do so
since Wayne Ferreira in 1996.

At 32, Ferrer was one of 10 men aged 30 or over
to reach the third round, the most at any Grand
Slam event since 1978 Wimbledon when there
were 12.

American hopes of having three players
through to the last 16 for the first time since 1995,
when Andre Agassi, Michael Chang and Jim Courier
reached that stage, were shattered with defeats for
Sock and Donald Young who was edged out 6-2, 6-
4, 2-6, 6-7 (7/4), 6-4 by Guillermo Garcia-Lopez of
Spain.

John Isner made the fourth round on Friday
.French interest was high yesterday with Gael
Monfils and Richard Gasquet both hoping to join

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga in the fourth round.
Monfils came through another punishing battle

with Italian 14th seed Fabio Fognini, winning 5-7, 6-
2, 6-4, 0-6, 6-2 after looking to be on the point of
abandoning at one point at the end of the fourth
set.

“I’m dying. I’m about to collapse,” he told the
umpire at a changeover, but he promptly moved 3-
0 up and, in front of an adoring home crowd, he
eventually gained revenge for a 9-7 fifth set loss to
Fognini in a 2010 second round match.

Gasquet though was unable to complete his
match against tough Spaniard Fernando Verdasco,
their tie being held over until Sunday due to bad
light with Verdasco ahead 6-3, 6-2, 2-2.

Also left with unfinished business were British
seventh seed Andy Murray and Germany’s Philipp
Kohlschreiber who were level 7-7 in the fifth set
when they were brought off. — AFP

Nadal stays on course in Paris

PARIS: Svetlana Kuznetsova led a seniors
surge into the French Open last 16 yesterday
with a marathon win over Petra Kvitova as
Roland Garros lost the fourth of its top five
seeds.

Kuznetsova, 28, won a three-hour 13
minute thriller to defeat fifth-seeded Kvitova
6-7 (3/7), 6-1, 9-7 in the the longest match of
the women’s tournament.

The 2009 champion capitalised on
Kvitova’s 65 unforced errors and 10 double
faults to set-up a fourth round clash with
another Czech, 27-year-old Lucie Safarova.

Former Wimbledon champion Kvitova, a
semi-finalist in 2012, had enjoyed a 3-0
career edge over the Russian going into yes-
terday’s clash, but her efforts were under-
mined by twice needing medical timeouts to
treat a back and leg injury.

She saved two match points in the 12th
game of the decider but the inconsistencies
which continue to plague her big-hitting
game saw her twice fail to serve out the tie
in the 10th and 14th games of the third set.

“I knew I was going to give everything I
could and run every mile, every metre I
could, and put as many balls back and try to
be aggressive because if you watch the
match, Petra was inside the court and I was
next to the fence,” said Kuznetsova who was
also US Open champion in 2005.

“I left everything I could out there. I came
up with a win, but I was very close to the
loss, as well.” Kuznetsova, playing in her 12th
consecutive Roland Garros, will next face
Kvitova’s Fed Cup teammate Safarova who
put out Serb 11th seed Ana Ivanovic, the
2008 champion, 6-3, 6-3.

It was left-handed Safarova’s fifth succes-
sive victory against Ivanovic as she booked a
place in the last 16 in Paris for the first time
since 2007.

“I was pressuring Ana into her backhand
side and then attacking the forehand side,
which was working well. I was serving
decent. So overall the game was really good,”
said Safarova, who is 3-3 with Kuznetsova in
a rivalry stretching back seven years.

Fourth-seeded Simona Halep, the high-
est-ranked woman left, made the last 16 for
the first time as the Romanian continued to
escape the Roland Garros carnage.

The 22-year-old brushed aside Spain’s
Maria-Teresa Torro-Flor 6-3, 6-0 and next
tackles 15th seeded American Sloane
Stephens. Halep, 22, has lost just 11 games
in three rounds in Paris.

In contrast, the failure of Serena Williams,
Li Na and Agnieszka Radwanska to get
beyond the third round marked the first
time in the Open era that the top three
seeds had gone out before the last 16.

Halep, relegated to Court 2 for her third
round match, finished off Torro-Flor in just
64 minutes. “I feel stronger now than last
year, and I started to play more aggressive
like I did in juniors when I won here in 2008,”
said Halep, who has collected all of her seven
career titles since the start of 2013.

“So I found my good way to play, and I
found a way to be relaxed on court and just
to take the pleasure without pressure.”
Stephens, 21, reached the fourth round for a
third successive year thanks to a 6-3, 6-4 win
over Russian left-hander Ekaterina
Makarova. — AFP

Svetlana leads senior 
surge as stars fadeLONDON: England overcame some

stubborn resistance from a well-organ-
ised defensive Peru side before sealing
a comfortable 3-0 win in their last
home World Cup warm-up match at
Wembley on Friday. England head off
to their final training camp in Miami
boosted by an excellent opener from
Daniel Sturridge after 32 minutes
which lit up a lifeless first half.

Two second-half goals from set-
pieces by central defenders Gary Cahill
and Phil Jagielka gave England a
deserved win in the first match
between the two countries since they
last met 52 years ago just before the
1962 World Cup in Chile.

Peru, who failed to reach this year’s
finals in Brazil after a poor campaign in
the South American qualifiers, defend-
ed well and Jean Deza stood out in
midfield with a solid performance, forc-
ing England goalkeeper Joe Hart into
two good saves.

He also had a 40-metre shot that
swirled and dipped and just went over
the bar. “It was a wonderful send off to
the World Cup by a quite incredible
crowd,” England manager Roy
Hodgson told ITV. “We had to be
patient but we were dominant
throughout. It is the perfect end to a
perfect two weeks. I am delighted that
85,000 fans came here to wish us well
on our way.

“When you play against teams with
10 men behind the ball you have to be
patient but I had no doubt we would
win. “They would tire and 3-0 is the

minimal acceptable achievement. It
was also good for some of the young
players to get out here at Wembley.”

STURRIDGE CURLER
England, playing the first of three

warm-up games before opening their
Group D campaign against Italy in
Manaus on June 14, took time to find
their rhythm.

Sturridge, playing as the lone cen-
tral front man, failed to make much
impact until his goal when he cut in
from the right just after the half-hour
mark and sent a perfectly struck left-
foot curler wide of goalkeeper Raul
Fernandez.

It was an outstanding strike from
the in-form Liverpool striker who was
named man of the match and told ITV:
“It was difficult because Peru defended
well, they were very compact.

“We have worked very hard in the
week and there wasn’t the match
sharpness as we would have liked. It
was a hard week in training.”

Looking ahead to the World Cup, he
added: “We don’t want to make the
numbers up, we are winners. That
doesn’t mean we will win the World
Cup but we are winners and we will do
our best.”

NEAT FLICKS
England dominated possession

without a great deal of pace or inven-
tion until the latter stages, although
skipper Steven Gerrard, winning his
110th cap on his 34th birthday, contin-

ually found the front men from his
deeper midfield role.

Wayne Rooney, playing behind
Sturridge, also attempted some neat
flicks and layoffs, and England finally
added to their one-goal tally with later
strikes from set-pieces.

Both goals came from Leighton
Baines corners, with Cahill powering in
a header after 65 minutes and Jagielka
firing home five minutes later after
keeper Fernandez dropped the ball
when he clattered into his own defend-
er Alexander Callens.

Most of the crowd entertained
themselves by throwing paper aero-

planes on to the field, although the
final quarter of the match was more
lively than the rest of the game.

The increase in tempo came after
England coach Roy Hodgson intro-
duced some of his younger substitutes
like Raheem Sterling and Ross Barkley,
plus teenage defender John Stones
who came on to earn his first cap.

England now fly to Miami where
they continue their build-up with
friendlies against Ecuador on
Wednesday and Honduras next
Saturday before their World Cup
games against Italy, Uruguay and
Costa Rica. — Reuters

LONDON: England’s midfielder Jordan Henderson (right) tries to block
Peru’s striker Andre Carrillo (left) during the international friendly foot-
ball match. — AFP

England enjoy win over 
Peru in home warm-up


