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Mansour Al Safran performs a wall ride in Kuwait City.— www.redbull.com

Saints end English title 

jinx in dramatic style

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-grow-
ing and most developed telecom
operator, announced that it held an
orientation session with the top 10
players who will visit Manchester to
practice at Manchester United’s
Cardington training ground, and to
play a game at Old Trafford, the
home of Manchester United. The top
10 players were chosen from over
200 participants who joined in the
Manchester United Soccer Academy
try outs, which were held in April
2014. 

All the players will enjoy a fully
funded week-long training camp in
Manchester being trained by the
best Manchester United coaches.
The Manchester United Soccer
School (MUSS) is a private facility
very close to Manchester city center.
The players will be accompanied by
trainers, supervisors as well as VIVA
officials who will all ensure that they

are taken care of during their travels. 
Commenting on this occasion,

Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-Essa, Director
of Corporate Communications at
VIVA said: “At VIVA, we work tirelessly
to ensure that our budding athletes
get the most out of their training
and experience at Manchester
United Soccer School (MUSS). Our
aim is to better equip them with all
the necessary information they will
require during their trip to the UK,
from safety procedures, rules and
regulations to travel etiquette and
what will be expected from them
during their  training course at
MUSS.” “We are very pleased to have
been able to support these young
athletes in bringing them closer to
their dream of becoming profession-
al football players. VIVA is very com-
mitted to encouraging young people
in the community to develop their
talents and hone their skills, and the

Manchester United program is just
one of the ways in which we are try-
ing to do this.”

The top 10 players were chosen
by a joint judging committee con-
sisting of MUSS coaches, a Kuwaiti
team led by players from the Kuwaiti
National Football team. Each of the
players were judged on the basis of
their foot-balling capability and tal-
ent, physical fitness, discipline, their
communication skills amongst each
other as players and their general
conduct on and off the field. The
training program focused on differ-
ent technical areas, such as drib-
bling, short passing, turning and fin-
ishing.  The programs were also
designed to develop young players
in other f ields,  such as tactical
understanding, and mental, physical
and social growth. 

In 2011, VIVA announced its spon-
sorship of Manchester United for five

years, starting with the 2011- 2012
Premier League season.  In August
2011 VIVA started to provide football
fans the chance to win VIP tickets to
watch Manchester United play at Old

Trafford in England.  To support its
sponsorship, VIVA has also devel-
oped a number of exciting promo-
tional offers and distinguished gifts,
entertaining programs, interactive

competitions, and organized a num-
ber of activities to provide the sub-
scribers with chances to watch the
club stars playing matches at Old
Trafford. 

VIVA holds orientation session for United soccer school’s top Qualifiers

Ayman Al Mutairi explains the details of the trip to the players.

LONDON: Northampton Saints became English rug-
by union champions for the first time in their history
yesterday beating Saracens 24-20 with a last minute
try by Alex Waller in extra-time in the Premiership
final at Twickenham. Northampton’s victory came just
over a week after they had beaten fellow English side
Bath in the European Challenge final and meant dou-
ble heartbreak for 2011 English champions Saracens,
who lost to French side Toulon in the European Cup
final last Saturday.

The game had gone into extra time with the sides
locked at 14-14. It was still level at 17-17 before
Charlie Hodgson kicked Saracens ahead. But it was
Waller who dived under a heap of bodies at the death
to claim the try although a drop goal would have
been sufficient as they had outscored their oppo-
nents two tries to one at that stage.

It took a couple of minutes for the video referee to
tell referee JP Doyle he could award the try. The Saints
players dropped to their knees in joy and celebration
while the Saracens players were left distraught. “I
haven’t slept all week and now a finish like that, I
don’t think I’ve got any hairs or fingernails left,”
Northampton captain Dylan Hartley told BBC radio. 

“It means everything to win it. We were so close
last year. I’m proud to do it, not just for the town, but
for all these special people here. I’m so proud of the
squad.” It had been a very different picture early on as
Saracens took an early lead through a 13th minute
penqlty by England fly-half Owen Farrell.

Farrell made Saints pay for another infringement
as five minutes later he landed another penalty to
make it 6-0. However, despite at one point threaten-
ing to swamp their opponents Saracens missed a
chance to go 9-0 up when Farrell sent a penalty wide
of the posts. However, Northmaton were sparked into
life by Ken Pisi, who  produced the move of the first
half when the Saints wing went on a weaving 60-yard
run from inside his own half and provoked a penalty
being awarded to them.

Captain Tom Wood turned down two chances of a
kick at goal in order to maintain the pressure by kick-
ing for line-outs in the right-hand corner. And from
the second the bold move was rewarded with the
opening try as the ball swept along the Saints back
row and finally Luther Burrell’s deft pass to Ben Foden
saw him dive over.

Stephen Myler converted for a 7-6 half-time lead
only for Farrell to nose Sarries ahead again with his
third penalty early in the second half.

Myler then took control to send George Pisi over
the line for the second try. He produced a perfectly
weighted kick through to open up the Saracens
defence and Pisi dived on the ball. Myler converted
but then came a moment of drama when their oppo-
nents thought they had grabbed their first try.

Referee JP Doyle awarded a try when Chris Wyles’
pass to Farrell saw him stroll over the line. Doyle sig-
nalled for the conversion to be taken and Farrell was
setting up to kick but a message came over from the
TMO in the stands that there had been a forward pass
earlier in the move. Alex Goode’s pass to Wyles was

judged to have gone forward and Doyle, to sarcastic
cheers from the Saints fans, went back on his original
decision. However, showing great character Saracens
regrouped and replied with a stunning try just seven
minutes from time. A rare move across the back line
saw a sublime pass from hooker Schalk Brits put cen-
tre Marcello Bosch over in the right hand corner.

Charlie Hodgson, who had come on as a replace-
ment for the injured Farrell, held his head in his hands
as his conversion attempt from the touch line
bounced back off the right-hand post. Myler and
Hodgson exchanged penalties before Hodgson put
Saracens ahead.  But it was left to Waller to become
the Saints hero with his dramatic try at the end. —AFP

Alex Waller in action in this file photo

JOHANNESBURG: Marnitz Boshoff kicked 22
points as Golden Lions defeated Northern Bulls
for the first time in Super Rugby with a 32-21 vic-
tory yesterday. The 25-year-old fly-half slotted
two conversions, four penalties and two drop
goals at Ellis Park in Johannesburg.

It was the fourth time Boshoff has contributed
more than 20 points this season and raised his
tally to 170 — bettered only by the 192 of
Wellington Hurricanes’ Beauden Barrett.

A shock victory in the Highveld derby lifted
the Lions off the bottom of the table to 13th after
halting a run of seven consecutive Super 15 loss-
es. Defeat virtually ended the already slim play-
offs hopes of the ninth-place Bulls, whose seven
away matches this season have all ended in
defeat.

The Pretoria franchise need bonus-point victo-
ries over the Melbourne Rebels (home) and fel-
low-South Africans Western Stormers (away) dur-
ing July to have any hope of making the knock-
out phase. It was difficult to believe the Lions had

lost seven southern hemisphere provincial cham-
pionship matches in a row as they harassed the
favored Bulls throughout.

Under intense pressure, the visitors commit-
ted infringements, and the recently subdued
Boshoff was back to best, potting all six shots at
the posts.

Trailing 29-9 with 10 minutes left, the Bulls
staged a late rally which produced two tries, but
hopes of a losing bonus point were dashed by a
last-minute Boshoff penalty.

Boshoff had points on the board within 93
seconds of the kick-off with easily the ugliest of
his eight drop goals this season.

Forced to use his weaker left foot from close
range, he barely connected with the ball, but the
kick skimmed the crossbar and the Lions were
ahead. Although coming off second best territori-
ally and at set pieces, the Lions’ harrying enabled
Boshoff to kick two penalties, before two from
rival playmaker Jacques-Louis Potgieter narrowed
the gap to 9-6 by half-time.—AFP

Lions shock Bulls

DOVER: Kyle Busch climbed out of his
truck, bowed to the crowd, and sprayed
beverages at his crew. Busch has the famil-
iar victory celebration down pat - a perfect
end to what has been a perfect season.

Busch made it 4 for 4 in the Truck Series,
dominating again to win at Dover
International Speedway. He was again the
class of the field on Friday and now has a
checkered flag at Dover to go along with
ones from Daytona, Kansas and Charlotte.

“I don’t know that there’s anything I can
say that I’m doing that’s allowing us to win
those races,” Busch said. “Just unload and
expect to win races.”

Cruising in the No. 51 Toyota, Busch led
150 of 200 laps on the mile track. Busch
won from the pole for the third time, his
lone blemish a seventh-place start at the
season-opener at Daytona.

“I’ve enjoyed being able to run up front
and lead laps,” Busch said. Busch won his
fifth straight Truck Series race overall, tak-
ing the 2013 season finale at Homestead.
He has 39 series victories.

“We’re just trying to work on our stuff
and make it faster,” he said. “All that work is
paying off this year.” Busch does not a run a

full season, but has won every race he
entered.  He can make it a tripleheader
sweep with a win in late yesterday ’s
Nationwide race and today’s Cup race.
Winning a Truck race was a nice start.

“They’re fun to drive, but they’re certain-
ly a challenge to drive, especially here,” he
said. Matt Crafton, the defending series
champion, won the only other Truck race at
Martinsville. He was running second when
he smacked the Dover wall with about 43
laps left, ending his race. It was the first
time he hadn’t finished in 47 series starts.

Ryan Blaney was second, and Johnny
Sauter, Brandon Jones and Joey Coulter
round out the top five. Only seven trucks
finished on the lead lap. “I don’t think any-
one was going to catch the 51,” Blaney said.
“He was something else.”

Busch will skip the next two series races
and return for the June 26 race at Kentucky.
Always confident his abilities, Busch said
finishing undefeated was “feasible.” “We’ve
beat him,” Sauter said. “We’ve beat him at
different racetracks in the past. Kyle’s a
great racecar driver, we all know that. We
also know he’s not unbeatable. I’m pretty
confident we can catch him.”—AP

Busch wins Truck

Series race in dover

LOS ANGELES:  Kings goalie Jonathan Quick (right) blocks a shot by Chicago
Blackhawks left wing Bryan Bickell as Kings’ Jake Muzzin helps defend during first
period of Game 6 of the Western Conference finals of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup
playoffs. —AP

Blackhawks defeat Kings
LOS ANGELES: The defending Stanley Cup
champion Chicago Blackhawks, with
Patrick Kane back to his best, staved off
playoff elimination for a second straight
game by beating the Los Angeles Kings 4-3
at Staples Center on Friday.

Two goals in the second period, fol-
lowed by two more late in the third, made
the difference in a Game Six of electrifying
pace, dramatic lead changes and high
energy as Chicago tied the best-of-seven
Western Conference finals series at 3-3.

Trailing 0-1 after the first period, the
Blackhawks scored twice in quick succes-
sion in the second through right wings
Kane and Ben Smith, then rallied from 2-3
down in the third as defenseman Duncan
Keith and Kane, again, struck with wrist
shot. “This team just sticks to it, it ’s an
unbelievable group of guys,” the enigmatic
Kane, who had just a single point after the
first four games of the series before regain-
ing his customary form, told NBC television.
“For some reason when the chips are down,
it seems like we’ve got a lot of guys that
step up. Huge team effort tonight.”

Kane, the Conn Smythe Trophy winner
last season as the most valuable player of
the Stanley Cup playoffs, was delighted by
his team’s efforts in coming back from a 2-3
deficit with less than nine minutes remain-
ing in the third period.

“It was disappointing, especially when
we feel we could have prevented that sec-
ond goal and then you take the penalty to
make it 3-2,” he said.

“I was out on the ice for two of the goals
before that and felt I had to do something
to get it back. Luckily I was able to do that.”

Kings captain Dustin Brown was bitterly
disappointed after his team surrendered
two late goals, goaltender Jonathan Quick
ending the night with 21 saves on 25 shots
in a match-up between the past two
Stanley Cup champions.

“I don’t think we can expect to give up
four goals in one game,” said forward
Brown. “It’s been our problem the last two
games, giving up too many goals.

“That’s the result of making mistakes in
the neutral zone and mistakes on coverage.
If we clean that up, we’re good.”

Watched by a sellout crowd of 18,500,
the game began at a lightning-fast pace
with the Blackhawks initially posing more
of an offensive threat but it was the Kings
who opened the scoring with just under
three minutes left in the first period.

Left wing Dwight King, on an assist from
Jarret Stoll who retrieved a loose puck from
the corner, rifled a shot past Blackhawks
goaltender Corey Crawford to put the Kings
ahead 1-0. Chicago, who beat Los Angeles
5-4 in double overtime on Wednesday to
fend off playoff elimination, then respond-
ed with a flurry of two goals within two
minutes in the second period.

Kane scored with a wrist shot at 1.12
before Smith followed up 97 seconds later
after banking the puck into the net off the
back of goaltender Quick’s foot.

The atmosphere became electric in the
third when the Kings tied the score at 2-2
with a wrist shot by defenseman Drew
Doughty at 5.32 before the home fans
erupted in delight after Alec Martinez
struck at 7.38 on a power play to make it 3-
2. Once again, though, Chicago responded.
Keith, superbly set up by Kane, scored at
11.34 to even things up at 3-3 before Kane
struck with his eighth goal of the postsea-
son, a wrist shot with just 3.45 left to put
the Blackhawks ahead for good.

The series shifts back to Chicago for a
decisive Game Seven on Sunday and the
eventual winners will advance to meet the
New York Rangers in the Stanley Cup Finals.

“It’s one game, do-or-die, to go to the
Stanley Cup final,” said Kane, who was a piv-
otal figure for the Blackhawks last year
when they beat the Kings in five games at
the same stage of the playoffs.

“If you were offered this at the start of
the season, you’d take it 100 percent of the
time.” Kings defenseman Doughty simply
hopes his team can benefit from what they
learned in their Game Six defeat as they
head to Chicago for the series decider.

“We have a one-game playoff in their
building to punch a ticket to the finals,” he
said. “We have got to focus and learn from
our mistakes tonight and go in there ready
to play.”—Reuters


