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PARIS: After overcoming fifth seed Petra Kvitova in a claycourt street fight yes-
terday, Svetlana Kuznetsova considered whether the cycles of life meant this
was her year to win the French Open again. The Russian won at Roland Garros
in 2009, five years after claiming the U.S. Open title, so maybe it is her time to
win again in 2014.

“Everybody talks about it, but it’s still too far, still only third round. I prefer to
leave it out there,” she said with a smile after reaching the last 16 at Roland
Garros. Her three-hour match with Kvitova left both players exhausted after a
series of long, full-blooded rallies. The Czech former Wimbledon champion

took two timeouts to have her right thigh treated and ended
the tussle with it heavily bandaged. “I left out there every-
thing I could,” said Kuznetsova. “The match turned around
many times and I just hung in there and did my best. “I feel
really good, I feel really excited. I really feel almost like Rafa

(Nadal) out there.” Kvitova was the fourth of the top five seeds
to exit the tournament, opening it up to a younger genera-
tion of players and also to those, like Kuznetsova, who have
experience on their side.—Reuters

Hope for Kuznetsova in Paris
KINGSTON:  West Indies spinner Sunil Narine will miss next month’s three-test
series against New Zealand after opting to stay with his Indian Premier League
team, the West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) has said. The “Windies First Policy”
of the WICB required the 26-year-old spinner to join the training camp by
today, also the day when his Twenty20 team plays the final.

“The onus of the WICB is to protect the integrity of international cricket at all
times,” the board’s Director of Cricket Richard Pybus said in a statement.

“International cricket, and specifically Test cricket, is priority and requires
dedicated preparation which is integral to team success. “The WICB pol-
icy requires players to commit to sufficient preparation leading in to
a series as part of a culture of excellence,” Pybus added.

Difficult to read and more successful in the shorter formats,
Narine has played six tests claiming 21 wickets, 18 of them
coming against New Zealand.

His absence would force West Indies to look at off-spinner
Shane Shillingford, just back from a suspension for an illegal
bowling action, and towering left-arm spinner Sulieman Benn
who played his last test in December 2010.—Reuters

EUGENE: American Olympic silver medallist Galen Rupp ran the
year’s fastest 10,000 metres to break his national record at the
opening session of the Prefontaine Classic Diamond League
meeting on Friday. With British Olympic gold medallist and train-
ing partner Mo Farah cheering him on, Rupp powered home in
26 minutes, 44.36 seconds to defeat Kenyan world bronze
medallist Paul Tanui by five seconds at the University of Oregon’s
Hayward Field, his home track.

Only Ethiopian world record holder Kenenisa Bekele has run
faster (26:25.97) on American soil. “I surprised myself a little bit to
run that fast,” said the 28-year-old Rupp, who bettered the US
record of 26:48.00 he set at Brussels in 2011. “I wasn’t thinking
about the time until a quarter mile to go, the last lap,” the
Oregon native added.

Kenyan Olympic champion and world record holder David
Rudisha returns from a year-long knee injury to face a high quali-
ty 800 metres field to highlight late yesterday’s action.—Reuters

Rupp sets 10,000m record Narine to miss Test series

BOSTON: AJ Pierzynski hit an RBI triple in the bot-
tom of the 10th inning and the Boston Red Sox —
on their fourth manager of the night following a
string of ejections — beat the Tampa Bay Rays 3-2
Friday in the latest testy game between the teams.

Jonny Gomes scored the winning run. Fittingly,
he reached base when he was hit by a pitch, a com-
mon theme that led to one bench-clearing scrum
and nearly as many ejections as runs on a wild
night at Fenway Park. Juan Carlos Oviedo (1-2)
plunked Gomes with one out in the 10th and
Pierzynski followed with a drive to the triangle in
right-center.

The Red Sox rushed out of the dugout - for once
not to possibly fight their AL East rivals - and cele-
brated their fifth straight win following a 10-game
skid. Andrew Miller (2-4) got the win after the Red
Sox rallied from a 2-0 deficit against Tampa Bay ace
David Price.

ASTROS 2, ORIOLES 1
Jonathan Villar broke an 0-for-26 slump with a

go-ahead double in the seventh inning and
Houston extended its winning streak to seven
games with a victory over Baltimore in the annual
Major League Baseball Civil Rights game.

It is the first time Houston, losers of 100-plus
games the last three seasons, has won seven
straight since 2010. Brett Oberholtzer (2-6) allowed
four hits and a run in seven innings. 

Chad Qualls got four outs for his fifth save. The
Astros had one hit before Matt Dominguez dou-
bled to start the seventh. Alex Presley singled with
one out but was thrown out trying to stretch it into
a double. Robbie Grossman followed with a double
to tie it 1-all. Villar’s ground rule double chased
Miguel Gonzalez (3-4). The Astros wore the uni-
forms of the Houston Eagles and the Orioles
donned the uniforms of the Baltimore Elite Giants
of the Negro Leagues.Houston rookie George
Springer, who hit seven homers in his previous sev-
en games, went 0 for 4 with two strikeouts to snap
an 11-game hitting streak.

ATHLETICS 9, ANGELS 5
Brandon Moss hit a grand slam in the first

inning, and Josh Donaldson had two home runs
and four RBIs in Oakland’s victory over Los Angeles.
Coco Crisp had two hits and drove in a run for the
A’s, who have won three of five since a four-game
losing streak. Moss left the game with right calf
tightness. Howie Kendrick hit a two-run homer and
Mike Trout added a solo shot for the Angels, who
lost for only the seventh time in 21 games. C.J. Cron
also drove in a pair of runs. Drew Pomeranz (5-2)
pitched a season-high 5 1-3 innings, allowing five
runs and four hits. Pomeranz had not allowed a run
at home in 17 innings before the Angels struck in
the fourth. Garrett Richards (4-2) got only two outs.
He gave up five runs on five hits in the first inning.

TWINS 6, YANKEES 1
Ricky Nolasco pitched six effective innings,

Oswaldo Arcia homered and threw out a runner at
home plate, and Minnesota flexed some muscle in
beating New York. Josh Willingham and Trevor
Plouffe also connected against Vidal Nuno (1-2) for
the light-hitting Twins, winners for the second time
in eight games. Texas and Kansas City were the
only American League teams to begin the day with
fewer homers than the Twins’ 39. Kurt Suzuki and
former Yankees infielder Eduardo Nunez had RBI
singles in the eighth, giving Minnesota its highest
run total since scoring eight against Boston on May
13. Nolasco (3-5) had not won since April 24, a span
of six starts.

ROYALS 6, BLUE JAYS 1
Alex Gordon and Lorenzo Cain homered to back

Jason Vargas as Kansas City beat Toronto. Cain
went 3 for 4 and matched a career high with four
RBIs. Gordon reached base three times to help the
Royals hand Toronto its second consecutive loss
following a season-best, nine-game winning
streak.

Kansas City has 24 home runs, fewest in the
majors. Vargas (5-2) struck out seven in six innings.

He is 2-0 with a 1.60 ERA in six road starts.
J.A. Happ (4-2) lost for the first time in four

starts, allowing a season worst six runs in 7 2-3
innings. Jose Bautista homered for the Blue Jays
and threw out a runner at first base from right field
for the second straight game.

TIGERS 6, MARINERS 3
Justin Verlander pitched into the eighth inning,

and Victor Martinez and Miguel Cabrera hit two-
out homers off Hisashi Iwakuma to lead Detroit
past Seattle. Cabrera hit a two-run shot in the third
off Iwakuma (3-2) to give the Tigers a 2-0 lead.
Martinez connected two innings later for a three-
run shot on the 10th pitch of the at-bat after
Cabrera was intentionally walked. It was the 13th
homer of the season for Martinez, who raised his
AL-leading average to .347. Rajai Davis also went
deep for Detroit.

Verlander (6-4) lost three of his previous four
starts and gave up 11 hits in each of his past two
outings. This time, he allowed five hits, struck out
seven and walked one. Joba Chamberlain pitched
the ninth for his second save. Kyle Seager hit a two-
run homer for the Mariners, who played without
second baseman Robinson Cano (bruised hand) for
the second straight night.

INTERLEAGUE
INDIANS 5, ROCKIES 2

Corey Kluber struck out 12 in 7 1-3 innings to
extend his dominant pitching in May, and Asdrubal
Cabrera broke a fifth-inning tie with a two-run
homer to send Cleveland over Colorado.

Kluber (6-3) gave up a two-run shot to Carlos
Gonzalez in the fourth but recorded his third dou-
ble-figure strikeout game this season. He ends the
month 4-0 with a 2.09 ERA in six starts.

Kluber, who struck out a career-high 13 on May
4 against the White Sox, finished May with 60
strikeouts in 43 innings. The right-hander allowed
five hits with one walk and was given a standing
ovation by the crowd of 25,066 when he was
pulled after retiring the first batter in the eighth.

The Indians snapped a four-game losing streak,
while the Rockies fell to 2-5 on their nine-game
trip. Cleveland chased Juan Nicasio (5-3) with a
four-run fifth. Michael Bourn’s single tied the game
before Cabrera’s homer put the Indians ahead.
Lonnie Chisenhall, who drove in two runs, added
an RBI double. Cody Allen pitched a perfect ninth
for his second save.

PADRES 4, WHITE SOX 1
Ian Kennedy struck out nine in six strong

innings and Yonder Alonso hit a two-run homer to
lead San Diego past Chicago. Cameron Maybin hit
his first home run of the season and Alonso fin-
ished with three hits as the Padres ended Chicago’s
three-game winning streak.

Kennedy (4-6) yielded one run and four hits
with three walks. The lone run was set up by
Maybin’s mental lapse in center field in the fourth
inning, when he forgot how many outs there were.

Huston Street pitched a perfect ninth for his
16th save in 16 opportunities. White Sox starter
John Danks (3-5) allowed two runs in seven
innings.—AP

Red Sox triumph

American League
Eastern Division

W L  PCT GB      
Toronto 31 22 .585 -       
NY Yankees 27 24 .529 3       
Baltimore 26 24 .520 3.5   
Tampa Bay 23 30 .434 8       
Boston 22 29 .431 8       

Central Division
Detroit 29 19 .604 -       
Chicago White Sox 27 27 .500 5       
Minnesota 24 25 .490 5.5   
Kansas City 24 27 .471 6.5   
Cleveland 24 29 .453 7.5   

Western Division
Oakland 31 21 .596 -       
LA Angels 29 22 .569 1.5   
Texas 26 26 .500 5       
Seattle 25 26 .490 5.5   
Houston 21 32 .396 10.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Atlanta 28 23 .549 -       
Miami 27 25 .519 1.5   
Washington 25 26 .490 3       
NY Mets 23 28 .451 5       
Philadelphia 22 27 .449 5       

Central Division
Milwaukee 31 22 .585 -       
St. Louis 29 23 .558 1.5   
Pittsburgh 23 28 .451 7       
Cincinnati 22 28 .440 7.5   
Chicago Cubs 19 31 .380 10.5  

Western Division
San Francisco 33 19 .635 -       
LA Dodgers 29 24 .547 4.5   
Colorado 28 24 .538 5       
San Diego 24 29 .453 9.5   
Arizona 21 33 .389 13      

MLB results/standings
Colorado 6, Philadelphia 2; Toronto 9, Tampa Bay 6; Boston 6, Atlanta 3; NY Mets 4, Pittsburgh 2; Chicago White Sox 2,
Cleveland 1; Houston 3, Kansas City 0; Milwaukee 7, Baltimore 6 (10 Innings); Minnesota 4, Texas 3; St. Louis 6, NY
Yankees 0; San Diego 4, Arizona 3; Detroit 6, Oakland 5; LA Angels 6, Seattle 4; LA Dodgers 6, Cincinnati 3; San
Francisco 4, Chicago Cubs 0. 

Phillies down Mets
PHILADELPHIA: Reid Brignac’s RBI single
in the bottom of the 14th inning gave
Philadelphia a 6-5 win over the New York
Mets on Friday night.

Domonic Brown hit a three-run homer
and drove in four runs for the Phillies, who
ended the Mets’ six-game winning streak
at Citizens Bank Park.

Marlon Byrd reached second base when
right fielder Chris Young dropped his fly
ball for an error leading off the 14th. Carlos
Ruiz followed with a single to center off
Jenrry Mejia (4-2). After pinch-hitter Cesar
Hernandez was intentionally walked,
Brignac drove an opposite-field shot that
one-hopped the wall in left. Justin De
Fratus (1-0) pitched two scoreless innings
to earn the win.  Phillies starter A.J. Burnett
had a season-high 11 strikeouts,  but
allowed five runs, five hits and six walks in
seven innings.

Mets rookie Rafael Montero lasted just 3
2-3 innings, allowing four runs three
earned - and seven hits in the shortest of
his four career starts. Bobby Abreu hit a
two-run double to give the Mets a 5-4 lead
in the fifth. The Phillies answered in the
bottom half when Brown’s groundout tied
it at 5.

BRAVES 3, MARLINS 2
Julio Teheran pitched 7 1-3 innings and

scored the tying run in the seventh as
Atlanta moved a game ahead of Miami
atop the NL East.

The Braves trailed 2-0 in the sixth inning
but rallied to break a four-game losing
streak. They won for only the third time in
their past 13 road games.

Teheran (5-3) allowed five hits and two
runs, which raised his ERA to 1.83. Teheran,
who came into the game 2 for 25 this sea-
son, had a single and a double. The right-
hander improved to 4-0 in six career starts
against the Marlins with an ERA of 2.50.

Three relievers combined to complete a
five-hitter with Craig Kimbrel pitching a
per fect ninth for his 14th save in 16
chances.

Giancarlo Stanton hit his NL-leading
16th home run in the first inning to put the
Marlins up 2-0. Tom Koehler (4-5) allowed
three runs in seven innings. The Marlins
lost for only the second time in their past
13 games against NL East teams.

BREWERS 11, CUBS 5
Ryan Braun homered to highlight a five-

run first inning for Milwaukee. Braun had
three hits and three RBIs for Milwaukee,
which has won 25 of its last 31 games
against Chicago. Rickie Weeks and Martin
Maldonado had three hits and two RBIs
each as the Brewers scored a season-high
runs in its most lopsided victory of the
year.

Marco Estrada (5-2) allowed three
earned runs and six hits in six innings.
Travis Wood (5-5) turned in his shortest
outing of the season when he lasted only 2
2-3 innings. He gave up 10 hits and seven
earned runs for the Cubs (19-33), who have
the worst record in the majors. Chicago,
shut out in its last two games at San
Francisco, ended its scoreless streak at 22
innings.

GIANTS 9, CARDINALS 4
Madison Bumgarner struck out 10 in

seven scoreless innings and Hunter Pence
hit a three -run homer off Adam
Wainwright for surging San Francisco.

Bumgarner (7-3) allowed three hits and
matched a season high for strikeouts set in
his previous start against Minnesota. He
walked one.

San Francisco has won eight of nine and
owns the best record in the majors at 36-
19. Pence had two hits and scored twice.
Pablo Sandoval extended his hitting streak
to 10 games with a single and a double,
but his run of nine straight games with an

RBI was snapped.
Hector Sanchez and Gregor Blanco each

had a two-run single for the Giants, who
scored seven runs with two outs. San
Francisco has scored 117 runs with two
outs, tops in the big leagues.

Wainwright (8-3) entered with a 20-
inning scoreless streak and a major league-
leading 1.67 ERA. He was trying to become
the first nine-game winner in the National
League, but lasted just 4 1-3 innings and
allowed seven earned runs and eight hits.
His ERA jumped to 2.32.

REDS 6, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Arizona’s Devin Mesoraco hit a grand

slam off former Cincinnati teammate
Bronson Arroyo. Mesoraco also had a solo
shot off reliever Evan Marshall in the ninth
inning for the second two-homer game of
his career. AJ Pollock doubled twice, sin-
gled and scored two runs for the
Diamondbacks. In the first five games of
the homestand, Pollock is 11 for 20 with
five doubles, a triple and a home run and
has scored nine runs. Mike Leake (3-4) gave
up four runs, three earned, and six hits in
six innings for his first win in eight starts.
He struck out four and walked one.

Arroyo (4-4), facing his former team for
the first time, allowed five runs and nine
hits through seven innings. Mesoraco’s
second career slam came on the first pitch
after the Reds opened the second inning
with three consecutive singles. Aroldis
Chapman pitched a perfect ninth for his
sixth save.

PIRATES 2, DODGERS 1
Reid Brignac’s RBI single in the bottom

of the 14th inning gave Philadelphia a 6-5
win over the New York Mets on Friday
night.

Domonic Brown hit a three-run homer
and drove in four runs for the Phillies, who
snapped the Mets’ six-game winning
streak at Citizens Bank Park.

Marlon Byrd reached second base when
right fielder Chris Young dropped his fly
ball for an error leading off the 14th. Carlos
Ruiz followed with a single to center off
Jenrry Mejia (4-2). After pinch-hitter Cesar
Hernandez was intentionally walked,
Brignac drove an opposite-field shot that
one-hopped the wall in left.

Justin De Fratus (1-0) pitched two
scoreless innings to earn the win.  Phillies
starter A.J. Burnett had a season-high 11
strikeouts, but allowed five runs, five hits
and six walks in seven innings.

Mets rookie Rafael Montero lasted just 3
2-3 innings, allowing four runs three
earned - and seven hits in the shortest of
his four career starts. Bobby Abreu hit a
two-run double to give the Mets a 5-4 lead
in the fifth. The Phillies answered in the
bottom half when Brown’s groundout tied
it at 5.

INTERLEAGUE
NATIONALS 9, RANGERS 2

Ian Desmond keyed a 15-hit attack with
a three-run homer and Stephen Strasburg
pitched six solid innings for Washington.

Jayson Werth and Denard Span had
three hits each for Washington, which had
lost six of seven. Previously slumping,
Washington’s offense has 14 runs and 30
hits in its last two games.

Strasburg (4-4) allowed two unearned
runs, though his error led to them, and six
hits. He struck out nine and walked one. It
was the eighth straight start in which
Strasburg has pitched at least six innings
and allowed three runs or less.  He
improved his ERA to a season-low 3.15.

Adrian Beltre had three hits for Texas,
which fell to 6-3 on its 11-game road trip.
Rangers starter Colby Lewis (4-4) allowed
six runs, five earned, and nine hits in taking
his first road loss.—AP

McIlroy stumbles, Casey leads
DUBLIN: Overnight leader Rory McIlroy experi-
enced a stunning free-fall to plunge nine strokes
behind leader Paul Casey after the second round
at the Memorial Tournament in Dublin, Ohio on
Friday. After snaring the first-round lead with an
opening 63 at Muirfield Village Golf Club,
McIlroy notched three consecutive double
bogeys en route to a six-over-par 78.

But he did not blame his dismal day on a sore
left knee he tweaked during the first round,
instead admitting that it was poor driving
caused his high score.

“I just kept missing fairways and making it
tough for myself and obviously that little three-
hole stretch didn’t help,” the Northern Irishman
told reporters on a day when Englishman Casey
surged three shots clear of the field.

“Take those three holes out and it wouldn’t
have been that bad a day but these little runs I’m
getting on it just seems to get away from me.”

McIlroy was referring to the bad habit he has
fallen into recently of shooting poor second
rounds. In his past three PGA Tour events, he

shot 77 (Masters),  76 ( Wells Fargo
Championship) and 74 (Players Championship)
on Friday. McIlroy arrived at Muirfield Village
fresh off winning the European Tour’s flagship
BMW PGA Championship at Wentworth on
Sunday, just days after breaking up with his ten-
nis-playing fiancee Caroline Wozniacki.

His double-bogey run on Friday started at his
fourth hole, the par-four 13th, where his second
shot from the rough hit a tree and ended up
even deeper in the woods.

At the par-four 14th, his approach shot from
the juicy rough hit the bank of the pond protect-
ing the green and bounced into the hazard.

Even more shockingly, he also dropped two
shots at the par-five 15th, where he hit the ball
twice playing a bunker shot, incurring a penalty
stroke.

The resurgent Casey, on the other hand, did
almost everything right to card a six-under 66
for 12-under 132, while Masters champion
Bubba Watson bogeyed the final two holes to
end the day in second place on nine-under.

Casey was ranked as high as third in the
world in 2009, before injuries and divorce con-
spired to drive him to the brink of despair.

“It’s very difficult when you’ve played to a cer-
tain level and I genuinely had no clue how to
play to that level at certain stages,” he told
reporters.

“You start to contemplate, why am I doing
this? Is there much point continuing? That’s not
easy. Luckily I didn’t think about that too long.

“I dove into the challenge of that and that got
absorbed by the process and that’s the easiest
way out of it because if you think too much it
can become very consuming. I felt like I was on
the edge of being consumed sometimes.”

Casey has found his game and confidence
again over the past year. He won the Irish Open
on the European Tour last June and has been in
solid form since.

World number one Adam Scott lamented a
70 that left him seven strokes off the pace. “I had
plenty of good golf and didn’t take advantage of
all my chances,” he said.—Reuters

PHILADELPHIA: Phillies’ Reid Brignac (right) slides into second base under New York
Mets shortstop Ruben Tejada to advance on a ball hit by AJ Burnett during the fourth
inning of a baseball game. —AP

BOSTON: Tampa Bay Rays right fielder Wil Myers (9) and center fielder Desmond Jennings (8)
collide while trying to make the play on a game-winning RBI triple by Boston Red Sox’s AJ
Pierzynski during the 10th inning. —AP


