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“Sabah Al-Salem University City is located to the south-
west of Kuwait City, where an approximately 6 million
square meter plot was allocated, which equals the dis-
tance between the Kuwait Towers and Sheraton Hotel. The
new university city is designed on an east-west axis, with
the main campus in the east and the health sciences cam-
pus in the west,” he added. 

According to Fadhli, there are no delays. “Official steps
towards executing this project started in 2004 when a
decree was issued to establish the SSUC, and it was sup-
posed to be completed in 10 years. The Ministry of Public
Works was supervising the project, but work didn’t begin.
Later, Kuwait University decided to execute the project
itself and work started in 2011. We expect to finish in 2020,
but in 2016 or 2017, the first part of the project will be
launched with some colleges including the faculties of
arts, education, sciences, engineering, administrative sci-
ences and life sciences, as these mostly cause traffic prob-
lems,” he explained.  

He said that the mega project is executed by many con-
tractors, as separate bids were sought for each faculty, on
which different contractors are working. “Kuwait always
aimed to establish a university city with integrated facili-
ties with all colleges within one campus. The objective is
that the new university should be developed to provide
world-class educational facilities equipped with most
advanced learning resources for preparing human
resources for the overall future development of Kuwait.
This campus is planned to become a hub for education
and a knowledge destination of the future,” stressed Fadhli.

The Sabah Al-Salem University City will have all ameni-
ties “It’s the second biggest university project in the Middle
East. Apart of the various faculties of the university -
approximately 13 - the project also includes schools, nurs-
eries, gardens, a hospital, nine shelters, sports cities,
mosques, shopping malls, accommodation for academic
staff, a water desalination station, electricity generators
that will provide the whole city with power and a cooling
station. An artificial lake will separate the girls’ and boys’
faculty buildings,” he concluded. 

KU upbeat on Shaddadiya university...
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Meanwhile, Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Anayati
yesterday lauded Sheikh Sabah’s visit as a significant step
in bilateral relations that date back to over half a century.
He said HH the Amir’s visit comes at a critical time amid
complicated changes in the region that is swarming with
incessant events and political reflections and chaos in
some countries. He said his country is seeking to boost
confidence and political relations with neighboring
countries, primarily Kuwait.

The tour is of paramount significance as its agenda
mainly includes issues and affairs pertinent to regional
security and stability and trade, cultural and security
cooperation between Iran and Kuwait, Anayati added. He

pointed to the political will of both countries’ leaders to
promote cooperation and create a safe and stable
regional system based on non-interference in other
countries’ internal affairs and respect of their sovereignty
and independence.

HH the Amir’s visit to Iran would open a new chapter
of bilateral cooperation, bring favorable impacts on the
present and future of the entire region and help in resolv-
ing several outstanding regional issues, Anayati noted.
The visit, which comes in light of the current circum-
stances in the region, is a sign of deep-rooted relations
between the Muslim neighbors, the ambassador pointed
out. He said Kuwait boasts of economic, trade and finan-
cial potential to become the gateway of Iran and Central
Asia to the Arab world.  — KUNA 

Envoys hail Amir’s visit to Iran
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“Two billion views; they are very honorable and very
burdensome numbers,” Psy said in a statement YouTube
shared with AFP on Friday. “With the appreciation, I will
come back soon with more joyful contents!” His follow-
up song “Gentleman” set the record for the most YouTube
views in a single day - 38 million - on April 14, 2013. 

Meanwhile, the Wall Street Journal reported yester-
day that Psy’s new song “Hangover”, a collaboration
with rapper Snoop Dogg, was set for worldwide release
on June 8 during a live broadcast of America’s “Jimmy
Kimmel Live!” late-night talk show. The new creation
reportedly will be “completely different” and display

Psy’s hip-hop side, his handlers told the newspaper. The
“Gangnam” in the hit song’s title refers to Seoul’s most
upscale residential and shopping district lined with lux-
ury boutiques, top-end bars and restaurants frequented
by celebrities.

Psy sings about being the “guy who downs boiling
coffee in one shot” and who “goes completely crazy
when the right time comes”. The video, which satirizes
the area’s self-importance and ostentatious wealth, has
Psy breezing through a world of speedboats, yoga class-
es and exclusive clubs while performing an eccentric
horse-riding dance. Only three percent of “Gangnam
Style” views at YouTube have been from inside South
Korea, underscoring Psy’s global appeal. — AFP 

‘Gangnam Style’ hits 2 billion YouTube views
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“We have viewed Sgt Bergdahl’s release through diplomatic
means as a vital goal in its own right because of our historic
commitment to leave no soldier behind on the battlefield,” the
official said. Since his capture, Bergdahl has appeared in several
Taleban videos. In January, the United States obtained a “proof
of life” video of the soldier - the first concrete evidence in more
than three years that he was still alive. 

In his statement, Obama said “Sergeant Bergdahl’s recovery
is a reminder of America’s unwavering commitment to leave no
man or woman in uniform behind on the battlefield.” “And as
we find relief in Bowe’s recovery, our thoughts and prayers are
with those other Americans whose release we continue to pur-
sue,” he added. Secretary of State John Kerry meanwhile said
he had spoken with Afghan President Hamid Karzai to brief
him on the development.

The Bergdahl family was in Washington when news of the
release broke, a senior US defense official said, without giving
details. The US defense official said Bergdahl was able to walk
and became emotional on his way to freedom. “Once the was
on the helicopter, he wrote on a paper plate, ‘SF?’” the official
said, referring to the abbreviation for special forces. “The opera-
tors replied loudly, ‘Yes, we’ve been looking for you for a long
time.’ And at this point, Sergeant Bergdahl broke down.”

The exchange took place at about 6 pm local time yester-
day, which was at 10:30 am Washington time, a senior official
said. Bergdahl’s release was celebrated back home. “We were
so joyful and relieved when President Obama called us today

to give us the news that Bowe is finally coming home!” Bob and
Jami Bergdahl said in a statement released through Idaho
National Guard. “We cannot wait to wrap our arms around our
only son.”

The five Guantanamo detainees were still at the base as of
yesterday morning, but were being transferred into the cus-
tody of Qatari officials. Under the conditions of their release,
the detainees will be banned from traveling outside of Qatar
for at least one year. Obama and the emir of Qatar spoke last
week about the conditions of the release, which have been
codified in a memorandum of understanding between the two
countries, officials said.

The detainees are believed to be the most senior Afghans
still held at the prison. They are believed to be:

• Abdul Haq Wasiq, who served as the Taleban deputy min-
ister of intelligence.

• Mullah Norullah Nori, a senior Taleban commander in the
northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif when the Taliban fought US
forces in late 2001.

• Khairullah Khairkhwa, who served in various Taleban posi-
tions including interior minister and had direct ties to Mullah
Omar and Osama bin Laden.

• Mohammed Nabi, who served as chief of security for the
Taleban in Qalat, Afghanistan, and later worked as a radio oper-
ator for the Taleban’s communications office in Kabul.

• Mohammad Fazl, whom Human Rights Watch says could be
prosecuted for war crimes for presiding over the mass killing of
Shiites in Afghanistan in 2000 and 2001 as the Taliban sought to
consolidate their control over the country. — Agencies 

GI released in swap for Gitmo detainees

A Bahraini boy plays football in the village of Barbar, west of the capital Manama, yesterday. — AFP 


