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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian police yesterday were
looking for a British man who went missing when
hiking in the jungle on a popular resort island five
days ago. Gareth Huntley, 34, from London, did not
return Tuesday from a waterfall trek on the island
of Tioman off Malaysia’s east coast. A group of 10
policemen were combing the jungle yesterday to
look for the tourist, said district police chief Johari
Jahaya. “We are still searching for him. I think he is
lost in the jungle,” Johari told AFP. “So far there is no
sign of foul play.” Huntley had been working volun-

tarily at the Juara Turtle Project, a conservation and
research group. “We need real action now to find
Gareth,” his brother Mark said. “Gareth’s been miss-
ing now for five days and he’s alone in the jungle.
This was a man working out there as a wildlife vol-
unteer-he deserves our assistance.”

He urged the British government to push the
Malaysian authorities to do more to find his broth-
er. Huntley’s mother, Janet Southwell, said: “I am
extremely concerned and anxious about my son. “I
feel it is essential that the search be intensified as

time is running out for Gareth.” Huntley’s friends
have set up a “Find Gareth Huntley” Facebook
page, saying they are “extremely worried” and urg-
ing faster progress in the search. “We need to find
him ASAP and put pressure on the Malaysian
authorities, as they seem to be dragging this on
without urgency, action and results,” they wrote on
the page.

Johari said police were only informed Thursday
that Huntley was missing by the owner of the
chalets where he was staying, and were doing their

best to find him. The UK Foreign Office in London
said it was providing consular assistance to the
family and was liaising closely with the local
authorities in Malaysia. French tourist Stephanie
Foray, a 30-year-old civil servant, went missing on
Tioman in May 2011. Her remains were found in
August that year, buried in a cave. A Malaysian
shopkeeper pleaded not guilty in May 2012 to
murdering her after she refused him sex. The trial is
ongoing. However, violent crime against tourists in
Malaysia is rare.— AFP 

British tourist missing in Malaysian jungle

KIEV: Ukraine accused Russia yesterday of unleash-
ing a global propaganda campaign to persuade
global powers not to recognize an election that gave
the presidency to a pro-Western tycoon. Washington
for its part admitted to a “fundamental disagree-
ment” with Russia and said President Barack Obama
would meet Petro Poroshenko, whose May 25 presi-
dential election win Moscow refuses to acknowl-
edge, in Warsaw on Wednesday.  The months-long
fight for future of the ex-Soviet nation-splintered
between a more nationalist west and a heavily
Russified southeast-has killed more than 300 people
and resurrected the geopolitical barriers of the Cold
War.  

Ukraine’s separatist insurgency only intensified
after 48-year-old billionaire chocolate maker
Poroshenko won 54.7 percent of a ballot that was
disrupted across swathes of the eastern rust belt.
Government forces reported suffering no casualties
yesterday while repelling two rebel attempts to
recapture an airport in the eastern hub of Donetsk
they had seized a day after the election at the cost of
40 fighters-most of them Russian nationals.

Ukraine’s acting foreign minister said Russia was
now using every means at its disposal to unsettle the
new Kiev leaders and regain control over its historic
domain. “Five days since elections, there has been no
official recognition yet. Obviously, the Russian
Federation doesn’t have legal grounds to question
the election’s legitimacy,” Andriy Deshchytsya wrote
in an opinion piece published in yesterday’s edition
of the English-language Kyiv Post. “The massive...
information campaign Kremlin has launched these

days, with an avalanche of doubletalk and fake news,
signals one thing-this is Russia’s last chance to try
shifting the balance of international public opinion,”
he wrote.

‘Fundamental disagreement’ 
Russia on Friday accused Ukraine of breaching

the 1949 Geneva Conventions protecting civilians in
wartime by killing and wounding peaceful citizens
during its seven-week “anti-terrorist operation” in the
separatist industrial regions of Lugansk and Donetsk.
And a furious information campaign unleashed by
Russia’s state media portrays Kiev protesters as “fas-
cists” and accuses the army of unleashing a “punitive
operation”-the term once used to portray Nazi atroci-
ties during World War II.

But Washington praised Ukraine for showing
utmost “restraint” and accused the pro-Russian mili-
tias of “murder, kidnapping, and looting”.  “We have a
fundamental disagreement with the Russians about
what the Ukrainian government is doing and the
validity of their own right to maintain calm and order
in their own country,” US State Department spokes-
woman Jen Psaki said. “And in our view, since the
beginning of the unrest, while we’ve seen numerous
human rights abuses by the separatists, including
murder, kidnapping, and looting, the Ukrainian gov-
ernment has, continues to have, the responsibility to
enforce law and order on its territory.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin-keen on seeing
Ukraine join a post-Soviet economic union that
includes only Belarus and Kazakhstan-has promised
to “respect” the will of Ukrainian voters while failing

to congratulate Poroshenko with the result. Neither
has Putin confirmed Poroshenko’s promise to con-
duct the first meeting between the two neighbors’
presidents since the February uprising at D-Day com-
memorations in Normandy on June 6. But
Washington said Russia had taken a small step to
relieve tensions by pulling back two-thirds of the
40,000 soldiers it had massed at Ukraine’s border
since its March seizure of the Crimea peninsula.
“These initial steps are positive, but we would like to
see the full withdrawal,” Psaki said.

Missing monitors
The increasingly volatile conflict-growing ever

more complex as rivalries emerge among rebel com-
manders-has ensnared a steadily climbing number
of Europeans tasked with helping to resolve a crisis
that has shaken the very foundation of Ukraine. The
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
said yesterday that it had still heard no news from
two small international teams detained by gunmen
at roadblocks on Monday and Thursday. 

The Vienna-based organization-formed in the
1970s as a forum for dialogue during the Cold War
and now a principal player in the worst East-West
standoff since that era-lost contact with a four-mem-
ber team outside Donetsk on Monday. Four more
European members of the Special Monitoring
Mission to Ukraine and their local translator went
missing on Thursday about 100 kilometers west of
the Russian border in the province of Lugansk. The
Ukrainian government said it was searching for both
teams. — AFP 
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BANGUI: People push a cart carrying the coffin of a relative, outside a hospital in
Bangui yesterday. — AFP 

BANGUI: Three people were killed in the
capital of the Central African Republic
Friday in violence coming just days after a
deadly church attack in which 27 people
were kidnapped. The victims were thought
to have been killed after peacekeepers
opened fire on thousands of anti-govern-
ment protesters. The deeply impoverished,
majority Christian country has been
wracked by relentless tit-for-tat attacks
between Christian vigilante groups and the
mainly Muslim ex-Seleka rebels who seized
control in a coup last year, but were forced
from power in January.

Burundian troops belonging to the
African Union’s MISCA peacekeeping force
fired on “armed demonstrators” they said
tried to “force their way into their base”,
Colonel Bengone Otsaga, head of MISCA’s
police force said. Two were shot dead and
several others injured, some seriously, in
the clashes near the centre of the capital
Bangui, the Red Cross said. The third fatali-
ty was brought to a hospital operated by
aid group Doctors Without Borders, along
with five people who were injured in the
violence.

Thousands of people gathered across
Bangui on Friday calling for the interim
government to be removed, and accusing
international forces of failing to prevent
Wednesday’s church attack. The United
Nations has increased the death toll from
the assault on the Notre Dame de Fatima
church, where some 9,000 displaced peo-
ple had taken shelter, to 17. Fatoumata
Lejeune-Kaba, spokeswoman for the UN’s
refugee agency in Geneva, said the attack
“resulted in the deaths of at least 17 dis-
placed people and 27 civilians reportedly
abducted by assailants who drove them to
an unknown location.” “We have no idea
where they have taken them,” she said.

Among those killed was the priest at the
church, according to police sources and the
charity. “The attackers, who arrived on pick-
up trucks in the early afternoon, threw
grenades into the church ground before
opening fire on people, using small arms. A
priest was killed during the attack while
two children and two adults succumbed to
their injuries on Thursday,” said Lejeune-
Kaba. “The church is now completely emp-
ty. Many fled without anything, no money,
no food, not even a mat to sleep on. Others
had bullet wounds that need to be attend-
ed to urgently,” she said. Members of the
mostly Muslim Seleka rebels have been
blamed for attacking the church, but
Lejeune-Kaba said the authorities “really
don’t know” if they were involved. 

‘Terrorist act’
The UN Security Council on Friday con-

demned “in the strongest terms” the spate
of attacks, urging an immediate end to the
bloodshed. In a unanimous statement, the
15-member panel demanded that “all mili-
tias and armed groups and elements put
aside their arms, cease all forms of vio-
lence and destabilizing activities immedi-
ately in order to end the cycle of violence
and retaliation.” Interim Central African
Republic president Catherine Samba Panza
described the attack as a “terrorist act” and
announced three days of national mourn-
ing. 

She said such incidents were recurring
because “those who repeatedly carry out
crimes continue to circulate freely,” and
called on the international community to
rapidly support the process of reforming
her country’s army, currently disarmed and
held to barracks. “We need the use of all
our defense and security forces, including
the Central African armed forces. The dis-
cussions are well advanced with the inter-
national community that is starting to
understand our concerns on the subject,”
she said. She also called on the protesters
to pull down their barricades. “You can’t
manage a country in the midst of disorder.
I don’t want the blood of the people of
Central Africa to keep flowing,” she said. 

On Friday, bursts of automatic weapons
fire were heard in the central Bangui
neighborhood where the presidential
palace is located, and around the airport
on the city outskirts. Violence in the capital
has increased drastically since last week-
end, according to the UN spokeswoman.
The French and African peacekeeping
force said on Friday that it would “react
with the greatest determination” to any
threats against its soldiers or locals in
Bangui. A joint statement from the forces,
released via Central African radio, said:
“People of Bangui, do not oppose the
movement of international forces. Do not
build barricades, do not prevent its opera-
tions.” 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has
also strongly condemned the attacks, call-
ing on the authorities to take “concrete
measures to ensure that perpetrators are
held accountable”.  The International
Committee of the Red Cross said it was
“very worried” by the situation in Bangui,
where the aid organization has teams try-
ing to help the wounded. “We must be
allowed to evacuate sick and wounded
people, and collect the bodies of the dead,
in complete safety and without hindrance,”
Juerg Eglin, the head of the delegation in
the country, said.  There are 425,000 inter-
nally displaced people across the country,
and a further 121,000 refugees in neigh-
boring countries.— AFP 
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MADRID: Leader of Podemos, a left-wing party that emerged out of the ‘Indignants’ movement, Pablo Iglesias speaks during a press conference in
Madrid. — AFP 

MADRID: People were wondering what had hap-
pened to the “Indignants”, the protesters who
swamped Spanish squares in 2011 to demand political
change. The protests may have lessened, but just
when Spain was least expecting it, the Indignants
have surged back-not in the streets but in the polls.
Podemos, a left-wing party that emerged out of the
Indignants, won eight percent of the vote in last week-
end’s European elections, giving them five seats in the
European Parliament.

Although they still have a long way to go to really
trouble Spain’s establishment, the result took many
observers by surprise since opinion polls had forecast
only a two or three percent vote share for the party.  It
was particularly impressive since the party was only
officially formed four months ago, and contributed to
the decline of the mainstream Socialist party, whose
leader, Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba, resigned in the after-
math.  “It is a party with little structure, largely based
on television appearances,” said Ignacio Molina, a spe-
cialist in European politics at the Real Instituto Elcano
research group. “It is very active on the social networks
online. It is a party of new technology and young peo-
ple, but a very important one,” he added. “It has man-
aged to channel the protest movement and the hopes
of the Indignados.”

‘We Can’
At the helm of Podemos, whose name means “We

Can”, is its earringed, ponytailed lead candidate Pablo
Iglesias. A regular face on political talk shows, the 35-
year-old university politics lecturer won over more
than a million voters in Spain with his campaign
against what he calls the established political “caste”.
He echoes the cries of the mass street protests that
rocked Spain in 2011 and 2012, condemning corrup-
tion and the financial powers that be.  “We are being
governed by the menservants of the rich,” he was
quoted as saying by El Mundo newspaper this week,
reiterating a regular line.  “What we need is a govern-
ment of postmen of the people. Our party’s aim is to
become an alternative” to the political class. “He is an
outstanding person. He has a populist way of speak-
ing, simple and effective,” Molina said of Iglesias.

Podemos’s unexpected success raised debate
about whether Spain’s old two-party system was
under threat. The country has been governed alter-
nately by conservative and centre-left parties since
democracy was restored in the late 1970s. The gov-
erning conservative Popular Party and opposition
Socialists each saw their share of the vote and seats
plunge in the EU elections. The Popular Party won
the election, capturing 26 percent of the vote, down

from 42.1 percent in 2009 while support for the
Socialists fell to 23 percent from 38.8 percent during
the last European election. The Popular Party, which
won the race, shrugged off the decline but Socialist
leader Rubalcaba felt he had no choice but to step
down. 

Ponytailed ‘demagogue’ 
Critics call Iglesias a demagogue, using inflamma-

tory rhetoric to exploit the dire conditions in Spain,
where 26 percent are unemployed and there are daily
tales of families falling into eviction and poverty. After
the election, one of Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s top
advisers, Pedro Arriola, branded Podemos “freaks”.
Iglesias responded that Arriola was “an intelligent man
who can do better than that”. The first act Podemos
plans when its members join the parliament in
Strasbourg is to cut the European lawmakers salaries
from 8,000 to 1,930 euros ($2,600). To redistribute
wealth, the party proposes a maximum salary in
Spain, a 35-hour working week, retirement at 60 and
financial reforms to “put the banks at the service of cit-
izens”. He is not the only political leader to have cam-
paigned on such issues in the years of economic crisis
since 2008, but he is seen as having played the game
better than most.—AFP
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BLANTYRE: Peter Mutharika was sworn in yesterday
as Malawi’s new president after his arch-rival and pred-
ecessor Joyce Banda congratulated him and urged the
country to move on from the disputed vote.
Mutharika, the brother of president Bingu wa
Mutharika who died in office in 2012, appealed to the
11 other presidential candidates to “join me in rebuild-
ing the country” after some-including Banda-contest-
ed the results.

Joining Vice President Saulos Chilima in taking the
oath of office before a chief justice, Mutharika said he
felt “very humbled” to stand as the fifth president of
the impoverished southern African nation.  “It’s obvi-
ous we are facing serious problems in this country. All
of us together, let us build the country which is almost
on the verge of collapse,” Mutharika said in his first
speech since being declared president late Friday.

Conceding defeat earlier yesterday, Banda congrat-
ulated Mutharika for his “victory in a closely contested
election,” according to a statement. The results of the
May 20 vote were announced on Friday minutes after
the high court refused a last-ditch attempt to block
their release and allow time for a recount. The electoral

commission said Mutharika took 36.4 percent of the
votes cast against Banda’s 20.2 percent, with the com-
mission chief Maxon Mbendera declaring Mutharika
“president-elect”. The results showed Banda beaten
into third place by Lazarus Chakwera of the Malawi
Congress Party (MCP), who garnered 27.8 percent.
Party spokeswoman Jessie Kabwila told AFP the MCP
would challenge the results in court. Banda, who
became the country’s first female president in 2012,
had sought to have the polls declared “null and void”
on the grounds of “serious irregularities”. But she made
no mention of fraud as she issued a statement con-
ceding defeat and urging the country to throw its
weight behind Mutharika.

She said she wanted “to urge all Malawians to sup-
port the newly elected President Professor Mutharika
and his Government as they take on this foundation of
progress and endeavor to develop Malawi even fur-
ther.” Banda described the elections as “tense,” citing
“isolated incidences of disturbances.” One person was
killed when police fired tear gas and rubber bullets at
protesters demanding a recount in the southeastern
town of Mangochi. But she added that Malawians

should move forward “as one nation, to remain united,
to uphold the rule of law, and continue being peaceful
and calm as we head into the next fifty years of
Malawi’s future.”

Immunity from prosecution
Mutharika takes the reins of the country under the

shadow of a treason charge. The 74-year-old is
accused of attempting to conceal his brother’s death
in office two years ago in an attempt to prevent
Banda-then vice-president-from assuming power.
Banda prevailed and took office as decreed by the
constitution, booting the former foreign minister out
of the administration. Mutharika, a law professor and
former cabinet minister, faces additional counts of
inciting a mutiny and conspiracy to commit a felony,
along with other officials. The trial is still pending, but
analysts say it is likely the case will be set aside as
Malawi’s presidents enjoy immunity from prosecution
as long as they are in office. There is speculation that
once Mutharika is in power he could turn the tables
on Banda and have her charged with corruption over
a $30 million graft scandal dubbed “Cashgate”. —AFP
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BLANTYRE: Malawi’s newly elected President, Professor Peter Mutharika, a young
brother of the former late President Bingu wa Mutharika, and his Deputy Saulos
Chilima (right) greet supporters after taking an oath of office at the High Court yes-
terday in Blantyre, Malawi. — AFP 


