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CHALATENANGO: With no job or edu-
cation, Mirna Melendez paid a people
trafficker to help get her out of El
Salvador. As she left, she told her four
children: “You will have to go without my
love here, but not without support.” That
was more than 17 years ago. Today,
Melendez is keeping her promise to her
kids, working as a maid in New York.

“I told them I would be gone five
years, but I knew that was not the case,”
said the short 43-year-old Melendez. Left
behind in El Salvador with their grand-
parents were her daughters Liliana,
Sindy and Roxana-who were then aged
11, nine and six-and her four-year-old
son Javier. Melendez is just one of many
from Central America who risk their lives
to get to the United States-a perilous
journey north, often with the help of
people smugglers. Chasing the
“American dream” brings the promise of
better wages and a better life for family
at home, but can also mean a life split in
two, forever.

From the US to El Salvador
Seated in the living room of the

house where she works in Brooklyn, the
brown-haired, round-faced Melendez
recalls her childhood in San Francisco, a
mountain village in northern El Salvador.
She says she could not go to school
because her family was too poor. So she

worked selling things in the street. She
got pregnant at age 14, and by the time
she was 20, she had four kids and a fail-
ing marriage-her husband Jose was the
first to leave for America, where he
works, i l legally, as a gardener in
Maryland. 

Convinced she was going nowhere,
she borrowed money to pay the $7,000
charged by a human trafficker to take
her to the United States. Speaking no
English, she got by doing a variety of
jobs, working as a maid, in a factory, in
the kitchen of a Salvadoran restaurant
and taking care of elderly people.  With
her spirit of self-sacrifice, Melendez man-
aged to support her kids.  These days,
she now has proper residency papers
and is paying for Javier and Roxana’s
studies in El Salvador. 

But she is more than 3,000 kilometers
from home and she missed seeing her
children grow up. She also has only been
home three times in 17 years.
Nevertheless, she says she feels close to
her children. “I am a very protective
mother,” she said. “I have been able to
guide them over the telephone, even
though I was not there. I want the best for
them,” she said, sounding defensive.
Melendez also is helping to raise a second
family-shortly after arriving in New York,
she met a man named Fernando, with
whom she had three more daughters. 

‘She does it all’
El Salvador has a population of 6.2

million but another three million
Salvadorans live abroad, 85 percent of
them in the United States. In 2013, they
sent home $4 billion in remittances, or
15.9 percent of the country ’s gross
national product. Back home in
Chalatenango department, Melendez’s
first family is bursting with pride, but
realizes the cost of her sacrifice. “She
does it all,” 21-year-old Javier says. “She
tells us that she is tired at the end of the
day because she works late and must
get home to fix dinner,” adds the young
man.  When they were small, the kids
lived with Juana, Melendez’s mother. But
when she got sick, they moved to near-
by El Rosario to live with their paternal
grandmother Gudelia. Unlike their sis-
ters Liliana and Sindy, who themselves
emigrated to the United States, Javier
and his sister Roxana have no intention
of leaving El Salvador. 

They live in a modest house in San
Salvador that was purchased by their
mother and still visit their two grand-
mothers on weekends. Emigrating “would
mean the loss of our family life,” Javier
says. “First my grandmother Juana and
then grandmother Gudelia have served
as mother and father all these years.” El
Rosario, with its paths of stone and
packed dirt, is home to some 200 families

and is already showing the signs of the
influx of remittance money. A road into
town is paved. People drive all-terrain
vehicles and some houses are now made
of concrete, which is a step up there.

Gudelia, in her concrete house painted
white and baby blue and surrounded by
flowers and fruit trees, remembers times
when she had little money for food and
medicine for the children. “The remit-

tances help meet our needs, but there is a
lot of loneliness,” she said. Javier and
Roxana still hold out hope for a more per-
manent reunion. “Maybe one day, our
mother will come home to stay,” the
young man said. But in New York,
Melendez says she has no plans to back-
track. “I would love it if my children came
here to work one day. I would be the hap-
piest woman in the world,” she said.—AFP 

For Salvadoran emigrant, a life split in two

SAN IGNACIO: A man rides with his cattle on the street of El Rosario village, in
the town of San Ignacio, 85 km north from San Salvador, El Salvador. El Rosario
village used to be an agricultural town, but many of their people emigrated to
the US to financially support their families in El Salvador. —AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish riot police officers block access to Taksim square yesterday, during the one year anniversary of
the Gezi park and Taksim square demonstrations. —AFP 

Turkey beefs up security 

on protest anniversary

Erdogan warns of police crackdown
ISTANBUL: Turkey’s combative prime
minister warned protesters that police
would do “whatever is necessary” to
clamp down on demonstrations yes-
terday in Istanbul’s Taksim Square to
mark the anniversary of last year’s tur-
moil. As police deployed some 25,000
officers as well as dozens of water can-
non trucks and armoured vehicles to
prevent would-be demonstrators
from reaching the square, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan vowed tough anti-
protest measures. “I am calling on all
my people. Do not be deceived. This is
not an environmentalist campaign.
There is no sincerity here,” Erdogan
told thousands of supporters at an
Istanbul rally.

“If you go there, our security forces
have received clear-cut instructions
and will do whatever is necessary
from A to Z,” said the premier. “You will
not be able to take to (Taksim) like
you did last year because you are
obliged to abide by the laws... If you
do not, the state will do whatever is
necessary for its security,” he warned.
His address was often interrupted by
loyalist slogans of “Turkey is proud of
you!” Last year, what started as a small
campaign to save the nearby Gezi
Park from the bulldozers eventually
drew an estimated three million pro-
testers in an outpouring of anger at
the perceived authoritarian tenden-
cies of Erdogan’s Islamic-rooted gov-
ernment.

Eight people died and thousands

were injured in the ensuing violence
as police launched a brutal crack-
down, frequently employing tear gas
and water cannon. Despite a ban this
year on protests at the square,
activists called for a new rally, raising
the spectre of fresh clashes after
police confronted demonstrators try-
ing to defy a similar ban on May Day.
“Despite these policies of violence
and injustice, we will  be on the
streets,” vowed Mucella Yapici, found-
ing member of the activist group
Taksim Solidarity. “The government
maintains a tense atmosphere that
encourages police violence,” she
charged.

Meanwhile, Istanbul governor
Huseyi Avni Mutlu said this week: “We
know what happened in June last
year and it is not a good memory ...
We do not want to see such sorrow
again.” Police blocked streets yester-
day leading up to Taksim Square and
metro transport to the square was
halted. According to local media,
Bosphorus ferry services were can-
celled. “I am trying to remember all
the voices and the sounds I heard
here last year. You can’t erase those
memories,” 41-year-old Sebnem, an
actress, said early yesterday before
the Gezi Park was closed.  Ugur, 31, a
teacher, said: “We will long remember
all the people who lost their lives
here, as well as the way our state
behaved.”

Political tensions brewing
Last year’s deadly protests turned

into the largest challenge to Erdogan
since his party came to power in 2002.
“It has been a year since the Gezi
events erupted,” Deputy Prime
Minister Bulent Arinc said yesterday.
“This is not something to commemo-
rate or to be proud of”. “There are les-
sons that we have learned,” he said
without elaborating. “I don’t want
such events to happen again as they
do not serve Turkey’s peace, progress
and strength.” One year on, the politi-
cal tensions stemming from the Gezi
revolt continue to simmer despite a
decisive ruling party victory in March
30 local elections that has boosted
Erdogan’s ambitions to stand for presi-
dent in August. 

A succession of crises over the last
12 months-from a government cor-
ruption scandal implicating the pre-
mier and key allies to the mine
tragedy that killed 301 workers earlier
this month-have sparked renewed
anger at Erdogan’s leadership. Critics
meanwhile accuse Erdogan of press-
ing ahead with controversial policies
including muzzling the press, tighten-
ing the government’s sway over the
judiciary and curbing the Internet.
“Turkish authorities have launched a
witch-hunt against all those who have
demonstrated or raised their voices,”
charged Karim Lahidji, president of
the International Federation for
Human Rights. — AFP 

South Dakota Senate race: 

Ex-governor looms large
SIOUX FALLS: As former Gov Mike
Rounds worked a room of young pro-
fessionals, the Republican candidate for
US Senate offered them a simple reason
to vote for him Tuesday: The GOP is six
seats away from controlling the Senate
and retaking South Dakota from the
Democrats is a must. The incumbent,
Democrat Tim Johnson, is retiring.
That’s presented the GOP with an entic-
ing opportunity in a state where
Republicans control state government,
one of the Senate seats and the lone US
House seat. Democrat Rick Weiland,
who’s unopposed, has built a strong
grassroots campaign reminiscent of his
former boss, US Sen Tom Daschle.

But little outside money has come
in to buoy the race.  National
Democrats have made no investment,
in contrast to other races the party
views as must-wins. Outside groups
have poured money into states such as
Kentucky, where Democrats are trying

to defeat the Senate’s  Republican
leader, Mitch McConnell, and North
Carolina, where Democrats are defend-
ing Sen. Kay Hagan. But they’ve stayed
out of South Dakota. But before taking
on Weiland, Rounds must navigate a
crowded Republican primary with four
other candidates - two state legisla-
tors, a physician and an attorney in the
Army Reserves. “Our numbers are sol-
id,” he said, but voter turnout could be
a factor.

Rounds’ rhetoric focuses on
Washington’s failings. He calls it broken
and dysfunctional and pledges to bring
South Dakota common sense to the
nation’s capital. At a recent campaign
gathering in a private home, Rounds
said Congress needs to balance its
budget and live within its means to
reduce the $17 trillion debt. He wants
to repeal the health care law and
replace it with a market-based product
that continues portability. “We can

make it better than what it is,” he said.
“But you have to replace it section by
section.” Rounds has expressed confi-
dence in Tuesday’s outcome and there
are reasons to believe he may have an
edge. None of Rounds’ Republican
opponents seems to have emerged
from the pack. Also, Weiland hasn’t
matched his fundraising. Rounds has
$636,000 on hand while Weiland has
banked $310,000, according to the most
recent Federal Election Commission
report. Weiland, a businessman and for-
mer adviser to Daschle, has emphasized
his independence and occasionally
rapped the Obama administration. He
recently drew attention when he joined
many Republicans in calling for
President Barack Obama to fire Veterans
Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki and for
changes in the department. Shinseki
resigned Friday. Two independents,
including former GOP Sen. Larry
Pressler, are also running.—AP 

Fears for Libyan reserves as rivals lay claim

TRIPOLI: Rival interim governments are
disputing power in Tripoli less than four
weeks before a general election, claim-
ing control of Libya’s huge currency
reserves from oil and gas. The power
struggle is creating a quandary for for-
eign diplomats as the competing
claimants trumpet their meetings as a
vindication of their legitimacy. Prime
minister Abdullah Al-Thani had
announced his intention to step down
earlier this year after an armed attack on
his family but he is insisting that his suc-
cessor should be chosen by a new par-
liament rather than its contested prede-
cessor. Prime minister Ahmed Miitig
insists his election by the outgoing
Islamist-led parliament, largely boy-

cotted by liberals for months, was valid
and he has formed a rival administration
which met Thursday in a Tripoli luxury
hotel.

“We have got ourselves in a real
bind,” said analyst Salem Al-Zarrouk.
“Which of the two governments is the
central bank going to deal with, who is
going to hold the chequebook and who
is going to sign the deals with foreign
and domestic firms?” he asked. Libya’s
foreign currency reserves built up from
past oil and gas earnings still stand at
more than $100 billion, but they have
been depleting fast from $132 billion
last July. A still unresolved rebellion for
autonomy in eastern Libya has cut oil
exports from 1.5 million barrels per day

to just 240,000 bpd.
That has reduced earnings from $4.6

billion a month to just $1 billion, far
short of the $3.5 billion the central bank
says Libya needs each month just to
cover imports. “To vote in a government
to run the country for less than a month
and to put in its hands billions of dollars
is virtual madness and looks like a delib-
erate ploy to complicate the situation,”
said fellow analyst Moataz al-Majbari.
“Ahmed Miitig must withdraw from poli-
tics immediately. His insistence on his
claim to the premiership will only deep-
en the crisis,” he said. Miitig has repeat-
edly refused to give way, insisting he is
determined to “serve my country even
for a few minutes.”— AFP 


