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LAHORE: Pakistani boys cool off themselves in a canal in Lahore, Pakistan, where the temperature reached 40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit). Many cities in Pakistan are facing heat wave conditions with temperatures reaching 47
degrees Celsius (116.6 Fahrenheit) in some place. — AP 

MOZA SIAL: A Pakistani man whose pregnant wife was
bludgeoned to death by angry family members who did
not approve of the marriage fondly recalled a brief life
together with the woman he fell in love with at first sight.
Farzana Iqbal, 25, was murdered by a group of assailants
including her father on Tuesday, witnesses and police said,
because she fell in love with and married Muhammed Iqbal
in January instead of a cousin they had selected for her.
“She was a very happy person. And she was the best wife
anyone could ask for,” Iqbal, 45, told Reuters in his mud-
brick home in the village of Moza Sial in central Pakistan,
240 km west of Lahore.

“She never lied. She never broke her promises. That’s
what I loved and respected the most about her. She never
let me down.  But I let her down. It was my duty to save her
and I let her down.” The dark tale of love, betrayal and mur-
der has stunned people around the world, with the United
Nations condemning Farzana’s killing and a major interna-
tional newspaper running a Reuters photograph of the gris-
ly aftermath of the attack on its front page. In Pakistan, a
Muslim country of some 180 million people, the reaction
has been more muted.

Many conservative families consider it shameful for a
woman to fall in love and choose her own husband. Refusal
to accept arranged marriages frequently results in “honor
killings”. In 2013, 869 such cases were reported in the
media, according to the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan, and the true figure is probably higher since many
cases go unreported. News travelled further afield in this
case partly because it took place in broad daylight outside
the High Court in the city of Lahore, Pakistan’s cultural capi-
tal.

Murder, marriage, murder
The couple’s relationship was itself born of a shockingly

violent act, one perpetrated by Iqbal himself. In a blunt
admission, he said he killed his first wife in a fight over
Farzana in 2009. “I got angry. We were fighting, the kind of
fights husband and wife often have. But I held her by the
neck and just meant to push her but she died,” he said. “I
was going to see Farzana and she stood in my way and said
she wouldn’t let me go. So I pushed her. There was a murder
case against me for three to four years but then my sons for-
gave me, so I went free. Then I married Farzana.”

Under Islamic law, which is accepted by Pakistani courts,
victims’ families can decide the fate of convicted criminals.
On Tuesday, Farzana, her husband and other family mem-
bers were attacked on their way to Lahore High Court,
where they had planned to argue that their marriage was
genuine in response to a charge of kidnapping brought by
Farzana’s family. “During the scuffle, one unknown accused
brought out a pistol and fired a shot which reportedly ... hit
Farzana near the ankle,” said a Lahore police source.

“At the same time, the father, Muhammad Azeem, hit
Farzana with a brick taken from the roadside, while Zahid,
the brother, and Mazhar Iqbal, the cousin, also joined in.

Farzana died on the spot.” Umer Cheema, a police official in
Lahore, told Reuters her autopsy showed that Farzana was
shot in the shin, adding that police had arrested four peo-
ple including her uncle Attaullah and her father. A police
source said Farzana had actually been married at the time
of her wedding to Iqbal, but told the families she was
engaged. Iqbal denied the previous marriage, saying his
late wife’s family used the accusation to build a case against
him.

Iqbal, a farmer, cried as he prayed at the freshly dug
grave of his wife. Leaves and rose petals were strewn over
the earth, and the petals stained the back of his white shirt
red. He said he and his wife had been threatened by her
family several times after he told the father he was unable
to pay more than $800 to win approval for the relationship.
Attempts in Lahore to contact representatives of the four
arrested people were not immediately successful, and it
was not clear whether they had lawyers.

Iqbal described his friendship and short-lived marriage
with Farzana as blissful. “Our lands are side-by-side and I
used to see her when she came to her lands,” he said. “I
found her very beautiful and I fell in love with her. I asked
for her hand in marriage and her family agreed at first.” “She
used to love singing this song to me: ‘Don’t talk ill of the
lover who is gone, Don’t think bad of the one you love’.  She
would always sing this to me,” Iqbal added, fighting back
tears. “When I took a shower, she would wait outside with
my clothes. And she would sit me in front of the mirror and
comb my hair. When I went to work on the fields, she often
came along. I would tell her to go back home but she said
she wanted to stay there with me.”  — Reuters

Dark tale of love and murder in Pakistan
Brutal murder sends shockwaves abroad, not in Pakistan
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6 ‘cult’ members held
SHANGHAI: Chinese police have detained six people
for beating to death a woman at a McDonald’s restau-
rant who refused to disclose her phone number, accus-
ing them of being members of a religious cult, state
media said yesterday. The woman became involved in
an argument with the six people, including a juvenile,
who then allegedly beat her on Wednesday evening in
Zhaoyuan city in Shandong province, the official
Xinhua news agency said.  They were seeking to recruit
the woman into a “evil cult” called Quannengshen, it
said.  The group, which can be translated as Church of
Almighty God, is a doomsday cult which was outlawed
by the government in the mid-1990s, according to
media reports. 

Iran floods kill 3
TEHRAN: Floods have killed three people in northeast-
ern Iran and emergency workers rescued 600 people
from a neighboring region hit by a landslide, media
the Red Crescent reported yesterday. Heavy rains hit
Iran hard in the past week, with the fatalities being
recorded in Khorasan province. “Following the floods
in the province, three women lost their lives on Friday,”
Hojat Ali Shayanfar, head of a crisis management unit,
told the official IRNA news agency. Meanwhile, relief
workers rescued 600 people trapped after torrential
floods and a landslide in Golestan province, Iran’s Red
Crescent said yesterday.  Food was distributed to those
affected. Hassan Sadeqloo, Golestan’s governor, was
quoted by IRNA as saying the initial estimate of the
damage in the province was $49 million.

17 dead after ambush 
ISLAMABAD: A soldier and 16 Taleban militants were
killed yesterday after an ambush on a border post in
Pakistan’s restive northwestern tribal area, military offi-
cials said. “Up to 200 Taleban militants from across the
border attacked a group of Pakistani posts and at least
16 militants were killed in the fierce fighting,” a senior
military official told AFP. The attack took place around
0015 GMT in the Bajaur tribal district bordering
Afghanistan. “One soldier embraced martyrdom and
two others were wounded critically,” the official said.
“The militants from Tehreek-e-Taleban Bajaur and Swat
chapters had regrouped in Ghund village of
Afghanistan and launched the attack from there,” the
official said. 

LAHORE: The family of a pregnant Pakistani woman
who was bludgeoned to death in broad daylight this
week accused her husband of killing her, in stark con-
trast to his version of a story that has shocked people
around the world. Police and witnesses said Farzana
Iqbal, 25, was murdered by assailants including her own
father outside a court building on Tuesday because she
had married a man of her own choosing, Muhammed
Iqbal, instead of a cousin they had selected for her.

But yesterday, Farzana’s elder sister said it was Iqbal
who had killed her. “Muhammed Iqbal and his accom-
plices killed Farzana, and her father and the rest of her
family were wrongly accused of murder,” Khalida Bibi
told reporters in the city of Lahore. “I was present at the
scene and when she came out of the lawyer’s chamber
and as soon as she saw us standing on the other side of
the road, she rushed towards us. Iqbal and his accom-

plices chased her and hit her with bricks.”
Iqbal says they married for love in January. On Friday,

he told Reuters that he and his wife were attacked by
her family outside the High Court in Lahore, Pakistan’s
cultural capital. In a dark twist, Iqbal has also admitted
that he had killed his first wife in a dispute over Farzana
in 2009. Khalida Bibi said she had spent 13 days with
Farzana in a women’s shelter last month where she said
she was hiding from Iqbal. “She told me that Iqbal had
kidnapped her and forced her into marriage,” she said.
“She feared that Iqbal might kill her like his previous
wife, Ayesha.”

Police have arrested five people including Farzana’s
father. The brutality of the case, and the fact that it hap-
pened in broad daylight outside one of Pakistan’s top
courts drew international condemnation, including from
the United Nations. — Reuters
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