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Local Spotlight

His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is set to pay an
important visit to Iran today after the Iranian

President Hassan Rouhani invited the Amir. Now, if
this trip was embarked upon 30 years ago, it would
have been seen as a normal official visit to strength-
en mutual relations and ties.  

Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
described the visit as important. Now, what makes
this visit significant? The Amir visited the US, UK and
many countries and it was not labeled ‘important’. Is
this because this visit to Iran will be the Amir’s first
trip to the Islamic Republic since he took office in
2006? Maybe. It could also be because the tension in
this region is high though not necessarily between
Kuwait and Iran but with other neighbors both of us
share a link with. That is one of the theories.

Kuwait has always maintained balanced relations
with Iran. The large and active Iranian community
here shows that everything between the two coun-
tries is alright. No Gulf countries would seek a dis-
pute with Iran  intentionally. That would be a mistake
and consequences can be critical and dangerous.
Gulf counties like Kuwait are known to be peaceful
where Iranians can practice their rituals openly and
freely. That is an indicator of healthy ties between
Kuwait and Iran. 

Iran in this region is like a mysterious neighbor.
You probably think you know everything about him
while in reality you don’t. Iran is a powerful country.
Yet its actions in the Middle East give rise to fears
and worries, bearing in mind its foreign strategy and
activities supporting the current leadership in Syria
and Hezbollah in South Lebanon. Keeping this in
mind, I agree that the Amir is the only right person
now to call for peace and security. That is an impor-
tant message. This upcoming visit to Iran will be
short but crucial owing to the agenda.  

Letter to Muna

This is in reference to the story of a man being
robbed by faked policemen. This is a very disturbing
trend that we are noticing and very rampant. Young
boys are indulging in these activities without fear of
the law or the police or anything. I wonder if they are
robbing because they need the money or just for the
thrill of it. We read in the news that they use stolen
cars to commit such crimes. The names of those
caught are never disclosed in the newspaper, unlike
the newspapers in our country (India).

It is a pity that they are robbing the money of
poor people who work very hard from morning to
night, even going hungry at times. A lot of sacrifice
goes in saving this hard-earned money, and it gets
robbed easily by these boys. 

It is a wonder where they rob the cars, how they
have the courage to roam around and they fear
nothing. I come from Mumbai, a huge city with mil-
lions of people, yet at times, a single middle-aged
constable armed with only a baton is enough to
keep thieves and criminals away from a residential
locality. 

I only pray to Almighty God to keep us and our
families and our hard-earned money safe.

God bless you and everyone. 
A reader 
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AFrench citizen decided not to eat, drink or use
any materials or machines that are not 100
percent French-made. He discovered that it

was impossible to live naturally, or even near it if he
insisted this. He found difficulty in finding a French
taxi for example, and even if he found it, some of its
spare parts were not local. His insistence on using a
French car or plane delayed and postponed many of
his appointments and made him wait in the cold or
sometimes under the rain to find a car that met his
condition. As his difficulties kept mounting, he
decided to modify his conditions and reduce the
percentage to 50, and this time the situation was less
difficult, but problems continued after he discovered
that the bike he bought to move instead of taking
taxis had 60 percent of its spare parts made abroad. 

He also found out that all what he sees at home,
work or even the street has a certain percentage of
parts or labor that is not French. And this is how, as
time went by, he gave up his idea after finding out
that it is impossible to keep it up because of the
great overlapping of countries’ economies, and the
use of each country of other countries’ food and
industrial products. This is taking place in a country
that is among the eight greatest industrially and
agriculturally in the world, so how is the case with
our Gulf countries that gave up even the stitching of
the “najdi” slippers by time!

What made France and others, at various percent-
ages, to resort to foreign products, made us and oth-
ers to do the same thing, and there is nothing wrong

with this. Japan imports most of its needs, but it
exports much more. Yet our acceptance of importing
everything - food, cars, planes, computers, medicine
and millions of other products from abroad - did not
make any government official, particularly the edu-
cation minister, find the reason behind the ability of
great industrial countries to send us millions of tons
of medicine, food, systems and vehicles, and our
inability at the same time to send them anything
other than petroleum that we produce out of our
land using their equipment and techniques. What is
the secret behind the advancement of some indus-
trial countries and slowness of others?

The answer is the school curriculum! Europe and
America did not advance because the muscles of
their people are bigger, or because the color of their
eyes is lighter, or because their mountains are higher
or because their necks are longer - rather it is
because their school curricula are better. As we
accepted to import flour, toothpaste and nail polish
from them, we did not import the school curricula
too through which they were able to manufacture
and produce nearly everything. If the minister
believes that “Kuwaiti mentality” is more able to
adjust to school curricula, even more than education
experts in Singapore for example, then why did not
they do anything with all this backwardness we live
in?

The other question: Do they understand what we
are trying to explain here? — Translated by Kuwait
Times from Al-Qabas
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By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

The finance minister’s statement at the National
Assembly, and before that statements by for-
mer Central Bank governor Sheikh Salem Al-

Abdelaziz Al-Sabah on the situation of public
finances and the possibility of having a budget
deficit during the fiscal year 2017/2018 unless spend-
ing is brought under control, raises several questions
and observations.

There are those who wonder about the serious-
ness of such statements, at a time when the govern-
ment has not decided on any moves to stop the
squandering in the budget embedded in the current
spending items. The Cabinet, according to the consti-
tution, is responsible for deciding the country’s pub-
lic policies, including the financial policies. Yet, those
financial policies are still under popular wishes politi-
cians are committed to, be they members of parlia-
ment or other activists. What keeps the Cabinet from
adopting sound and wise financial policies, then sub-
mitting them to the Assembly through the proposed
budget and approving them, especially that there is a

majority at the Assembly that may support any wise
government intentions? 

Is not the Cabinet able to adopt proposals and
recommendations that were presented by the
International Monetary Fund, World Bank and the
many advisory committees that were formed by the
government related to reforming financial policies,
and restructure the economic system, including the
expansion of the role of the private sector, in owning
and managing many of facilities and take over the
responsibility of employing national labor?

What are the steps the government took or will
take to face the expected crises in housing, infrastruc-
ture, power facilities and water, and are there new
ideas and plans that go beyond the current programs
and policies to deal with them, as it proved unable to
achieve what is required in most of those fields?

Talking about the possibility of the deficit, without
presenting realistic alternatives that help overcome
the deficit risks, does not represent a method that is
able to assure people. Issuing warnings to gain the
politicians’ understanding will not be beneficial,
because politicians in Kuwait live on tempting citi-
zens with popular promises that cost the treasury
and enable them return to or reach National
Assembly seats.

There remains the calculation of deficit possibili-
ties. There is a realistic possibility to get a deficit in
the budget, whose value in the 2014/2015 budget is
over $21 billion, if spending continues to grow, espe-
cially current spending. If we suppose that oil prices
will hold around the $100 per barrel, and without
increasing non-oil revenues, the possibilities of a
budget deficit become realistic.

That deficit may not take place in 2017, but several
years after that, but it remains possible in the fore-
seeable future. The most important thing that can be
presented in this quick column is that treatment
starts now by adopting effective financial and eco-
nomic policies that enables meeting all commit-
ments. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas
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By Abdelmohsen Yousuf Jamal

Traffic officials thought hard and found
the emergency lane to be the magic
solution for traffic jams, which became a

landmark not only in Kuwait but in the entire
world. I do not know if this solution was based
on a traffic study, or used in other countries,
but what I know and learned from traffic offi-
cers all these years is that the road shoulder
was made as a secure lane for emergencies, as
it is a passage for ambulances that can use it
during traffic jams, as well as fire engines in
addition to police cars or any other emergency
vehicles.

But now, as all are allowed to use it during
traffic jams, it became closed for these types of
emergency vehicles, and this is the first mis-
take in the use of emergency lanes. What will
happen to ambulances if they were called for
an accident in the midst of jam, and how can
fire engines reach quickly to sites if the secure
lanes they use to drive on are occupied by
cars?!

The decision designated certain hours for
the use of emergency lanes, but who guaran-
tees that they will not be used continuously, as
drivers get used to it, and find it easy to violate
their use. This besides the fact that the emer-
gency lane was not designed for regular cars
to drive on, rather its design was to hinder this
use by having grooves, so how can we allow
civil vehicles to use it.

We, without a doubt, support traffic men to
find suitable, practical and permanent solu-
tions for the traff ic crises,  but not at the
expense of road safety. We should not forget
that the traffic department wanted to intro-
duce this solution before, but it changed its
mind quickly, so what happened this time? It is
clear that the traffic department will try this
solution for a while, and if it leads to the reduc-
tion of jams, then it means that our streets
really needs widening of their lanes following
the increase in population, and consequently
an increase in the number of cars.

All what we say is may Allah help traffic offi-
cers and citizens deal with traffic jams. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas
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