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Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Colorful teapots and tea sets are a common sight at local souqs and widely popular with residents and tourists alike. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Several imams in Kuwait
appealed to Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khalid
Al-Sabah, the Interior Minister and Acting
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, to
reconsider a deportation decision that was
reportedly taken against a colleague who
allegedly discussed Egypt’s presidential
elections during a sermon on Friday.

The imam, identified by local press yes-
terday as Sayyid Farraj, argued meanwhile
that he never explicitly mentioned the
elections that took place recently in his

home country, and did not accuse the judi-
ciary there of forging the results. 

“The theme of the speech was justice in
Islam, and I discussed how a judge can be
fair or corrupt from the Islamic perspec-
tive,” Farraj told Al-Rai on Friday. “I never
expected that this would agitate some
worshipers who thought that I was making
hints regarding the political situation in
Egypt.”

But reports published by Al-Aan news
website and Al-Watan daily yesterday indi-

cate that the man spoke about ‘elections in
an Arab state’ that saw poor voter turnout
and forgery that he accused judges of. 

Although he did not mention Egypt,
worshipers believed that he gave enough
indications what he was speaking about.
The imam was questioned at Omariya
police station Friday afternoon, and was
allowed to leave after he was ordered to
hand over his passport to police. He was
told that his passport will remain confiscat-
ed until his deportation procedures are

finalised.
The case drew reactions from imams

who took on Twitter to comment on their
colleague’s sacking and deportation. 

They urged Sheikh Mohammad to order
a thorough investigation into the case to
ensure that the imam receives a punish-
ment proportionate to his error, and to
keep into consideration that he is responsi-
ble for a family with four children - includ-
ing a twelfth grade student who prepares
to take his finals this week. 

Imams demand investigation in colleague’s deportation

Egypt’s presidential elections discussed?

KUWAIT: Firefighters in action after fire broke out in a Hawally building yesterday.

Two Arabs held for smuggling attempt

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Two Arab expatriates were
yesterday arrested at Kuwait
International Airport on arrival with
the possession of 40,000 Tramadol
pills, said security sources, noting that
the suspects hid 30,000 pills in a suit-
case and wrapped 10,000 others
around their bodies under their
clothes. 

Drinking party
12 men and women were recently

arrested for partying and drinking
inside a limousine they had rented,
said security sources. Case papers
indicate that the suspects were
arrested while driving around at
Khairan resort in a limo that is usually
rented for weddings with the posses-
sion of 11 bottles of liquor and beer. 

Car accident 
The driver of a Porsche was seri-

ously injured when he lost control
over his vehicle and slammed into a
palm tree along the coastline near
Doha before it erupted in flames, said
security sources. The sources said that
the vehicle turned turtle and rolled
several times, throwing the driver out
before it caught fire. 

Jleeb, Hawally  fire
A fire broke out in a basement that

was i l legally used as a carpentry
workshop in a residential area in
Jleeb, said security sources, noting
that firemen from Jleeb and Ardiya
rushed to the site where they worked
on evacuating the building and venti-
lating the basement before they con-
trolled the flames. No casualties were
reported. 

Another fire broke out in a seven
floor building in Hawalli, said security
sources noting that dozens of tenants
were rescued by firemen from Hawalli
and Salmiya fire brigades who divid-
ed themselves into three teams; one
to evacuate the trapped tenants, one
for fighting the flames and one for
ventilating the building to get rid of
the heavy suffocating smoke.

Suicide attempt
A female Asian was rescued by

coastguards after she will ingly
jumped into the sea in an attempt to
end her own life, said security sources
noting that on receiving the report,
three coastguard agents rushed to
the scene and jumped in the water to
rescue her. Further  investigations are
in progress to know her motives. 

By Sunil Cherian 

KUWAIT: It is like the Andy Warhol video
‘Sleep’ where the video shows 8 hours of real-
time sleep. The performers behave, rather
than act, in a space that is not conventional.
The audience could watch a performer walk-
ing down the stairs or sitting down crunching
on a crispy piece of chicken. A group of per-
formers in Kuwait are for the first time vent-
ing out their emotions at Contemporary Art
Platform (CAP) on Wednesday, June 4. Their
mentor is Mohammed Reda, 37, a Kuwait-
born performance art activist who went to
the Netherlands at 16 where he graduated in
fine arts, culture and drawings.

“It is called performance art, an offshoot of
the Dada movement that broke away from

the conventional ideas expressed in art,” said
Reda, affectionately called Mo. On
Wednesday, he said, at CAP, “we have 9 solo
performances by Kuwaiti as well as non-
Kuwaiti performers”. The performances are as
short as 2 minutes where some use technolo-
gy and paintings. “Anything goes in perform-
ance art, like interaction with the audience.
It’s like individual expression and as natural as
a bird singing or waking up in the morning.
The performers are conveying an idea or
emotion,” Reda said. 

“It’s a no set, no script, no actor action,”
said Shemejkumar, a performer who is ready
to show his 4-minute presentation on moth-
erly love. “I have the experiences of directing
Indian dramas and showed one of my videos
to Mo. When I said I  want to direct, Mo

replied, no, you act.” In performance art, the
performer is the costume designer, the
dancer or the director, Reda said.  Each per-
formance conveys to the spectator in a
unique way. Everyone experiences the per-
formance the way he/she wants. 

Confrontation with the self is the theme of
another performer for her 2-minute perform-
ance. Like her, many youngsters who have
completed courses in acting and/or art
appreciation in Kuwait or elsewhere have
joined Mo Reda to experiment. The following
artists will perform in Per/Form on June 4:
Amira Behbehani, Antonio Da Silva, Bassem
Mansour, Dana Aljouder, Deena Qabazard,
Farah S Haider, Judy-Ann Moule,
Shemejkumar, and Vachan Sharma.

“We are not selling anything, but it would

be a telling experience,” said another per-
former, implying the performances on June 4
at CAP are free of charge. 

First in Kuwait: Performance art

In a space less explored, performers behave naturally

GENEVA: Kuwait will have outstanding presence and
participation in the currently-held 103rd International
Labour Organization (ILO) Conference, said Head of
Kuwait’s Permanent Mission to the UN office in Geneva
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim yesterday.

“A senior delegation headed by Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh will represent Kuwait
in the conference,” Al-Ghunaim said.

He pointed out that Al-Sabeeh, also minister of state
for planning and development, will hold a coordinating
meeting with labor ministers of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member states on the sidelines of the
conference. “Al-Sabeeh will also address the conferees,
on behalf of the GCC group, to clarify GCC stance and
vision of the different labor issues,” Al-Ghunaim said.

He added that the Kuwaiti delegation will also effec-
tively partake in the different ILO committee meetings,
planned during the days of the conference.

Al-Ghunaim underlined Kuwait’s eagerness to have
distinguished relations with the ILO.

Kuwait is committed to the highest standards in deal-
ing with labor rights, he said.

He also noted that Kuwait is backing the ILO calls for
ending forced labor across the globe.

Today there are nearly 21 million victims of forced
labour in the world, he lamented.

The International Labour Conference kicked off May
28 and runs until 12 June and brings together worker,
employer and government delegates from the ILO’s 185
member States. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Airport officials checking the duo who tried to smuggle in Tramadol pills yesterday.


